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A PRESIDENT'S ROOTS 

SY lllLL C:llNTON 

' . 

.nUCENTlY HEUD "OM A POLICE OFFICER IN CHAPEL HILL, 

North Carolina. He described how service is changing the lives of young 

people in his ncighborhooJ. Vl1lunrc:crs come in to help the kids witl~ 

their homework, and many are already doing hetter in school. Many drug 

dealers and members of gangs want to make a new start. Bur it wa~ the 

last thing, the· simplest thing, that impressed me tht.! most. He said, 

"These kids never had any respect for the property before. Now they've 

le~rn~d that 'this is our place.'" 

. Too often we forget that this nation - and each of its communities -

is our pla1.:c. We sec people living out on rh': street or children who arc. 

having children or a park that's fillt-:d with broken glass, and we think 

these things are separate from nur lives. We forget that rhes.e people and 

predicaments are part of us in ·hundn~~s of ways. They'n~· part of our fam­

ilies, OUr UniverSitiCS, OU! offices, our churches, C)U! cities, and Ollf rnun­

try. When we serve, we cannot forget. Service is a sometimes gentle and 

sometimes forceful reminder of the in1portance of these c(mncctions. 

This is one of the most va.luabk lcsso1.1s l lcan)ed ~tt'Geot"getown 

University. Great faculty like Carroll Qyiglcy and Otto Hentz, S.]., ofrer:i 

encouraged us to take part in the life of the city. Bµr even more impor­

tant, I learned about service from my classmates - young women and 

men who took the time to tutor children, help out in soup kitchens or 

organize food drives, and who were always very humble about their work .. 
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receptionist during the day. Her proudei;t 
ach.i~mcnt occurred last November 
when she bceame a U.S. citizen. 

Dut her fu·st day of &ehool ln this r.::uwa· 
try was less than ideal. al cried because 
I got lost and didn't know the language," 
she recalls. "It is incredible to look back. 
I can &cc. that the program helped a lot." 

While hot:h Marti. anrl M:iri:i :irr. ~•.IC'­
cess stories, they are taking the hard road 
to the American Dream. Both have had 
to intc:nupt d1ciI 5ta.iJii::~ 11t times for 
financial reasons. Yet each hai: pressed on, 
as Maria. says, "imiultlng" their role mod­
els from GcOrgt!town. "Jenny and I built a 
nice relationship," Mana told me. "She is 
11l~Y" concerned that T go nn with my 
education. Even now, she's always offer­
ing to tutor me!" 

While many uf UUI nm b'tlldcnrs did 

· .JfOt go on to college, they achieved other 
kinds of success. Maria's brother Ro~olfo 
fulfilled his long-held dream of returning 
to El Salvador. Man-.i's brother Juan and 
COUM S11m11r.I are working in h11~int'.<i~. 

. .. \ ' ' 

\. 

And a young man namtd Julio was do­
ing custodial work when l saw him last. 

What matters most, I think, is that 
cacl1, ·wil.11 )aclp, Wliti able tu make the 

tpnsition from their native countries to 
the United States. "We all learned Eng· 
lish," notes Mana. "We all adjusted. 
We all turned out to be guod kid~ and 
are providing for ourselves now.n 

A decade later, even though more than 
3,400 tutors and 4,000 srudencs have: 
passed through the O.C. Schools Projecr, 
the enthusiasm of the first year remains. 
I recently saw the program one rhilly 
Sanuday morning on campus, when 25 
youngsters from five contine.nts arrived in 
thr. Wal~ Rllilding for their 'Wcdcly chy 

of studies and activities. 
They had been picked up at their 

schools by Andrea Ania-Devoe (C'97) 
and Kinda Serafi (C'96), co-coordinators 
of the Saturday Program. The gro~p 
reflected America's living tradition of tak­
ing in others: they were culturally diveri:c, 
and yet- as .evidence.d by their fl:innd 
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shirts and the Top 40 tunes they S:tng -
aln:ady assimilati~g. · 

Their-interaction with Georgetown 
srudc:ms wa:; fun tu watch. One adoring 
Salvadoran girl imitated the mannerism~ 
of the yQung woman reading a book with 
her. A tiny rascal nameci. Phuong kept 
wiggling out of his seat until his tutor, 
herself the child ofimmigr:inti:, repri­
manded hirn. ·Mia, a ba,.hfol Viernamese 
girl, laughed whc:n her very carnei;f tutor 
said nfthe get-well r.ard she made for 
Luong Dang, "It creates an almost mcs­
merizi n~. hypnotic effect." Kine.la and 
Andrea worked the: room like master 
teachers, knowing which students tc..• 
prod :ind which ti.> leave alnne. 

Later, the group ate lunch at New South 
cafeteria and c:mbarked on a scavenger 
hunt. 1'he cafeteria scenes were amusing­
c~cr c.:hildrcn under five feet tall lining up 
for hot dogs behind hulking college stu­
dents and then hurrying hack ac; if the 
food were g(•ing to nm out. Words C<tnnl)t 

r"Prr:,;s how much joy they took fmm their 
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lcctchup-cov~red Tater T<'lts 3nd runny ice 
cream cones. When I ran the Project we 
provided bag lunches on Saturdays; this 
was a decided improvement. 

Now situated at CIED, directed by 
Julio Giulietti, S.J., the Project has made 
gains in other ways. Susan Ross (F'82), 
who followed me as director, expanded 
scrvic:cis to re:&ch Chinese immigrants. 
Martha Farmello (C'85) created a peer 
tutoring program. Jennifer Welker 
(SLI.:87) helped replicat~ the Project in 
other cities through a 5250,000 grant 
from the Jesse Ball duPonr fond. Susan 
Godon (F'90) gained funding from the 

·District of Columbia's Mayor's Office on 
Lorino A.fTairs for a summer job rcadinc5s 

program. . 
In his second year at the helm, Broxson 

hai; improved rhe training and supervision · 
of the 250 volunteers currently working 
with about 300 children. He also has 
t\SSCmbJed a staff of ll undergraduates 
who work part rime running all aspects 
of the Project. 

After 10 successful years, however, the 
P.C. Schools Project has come to '8 cross­
road~. Because of the District of Colum· 
bia's fiscal crisis, this year the Projecrwill 
nM reN:ivr. th~ !80,000 servi<..-c contrac:t 

that makes up about 70 percent ofits 
annual operating budget. · 
A~ 11 rc::;wt, Broxson and his team arc 

learning how to fund raise - llnd f:ist. I 
asked them why they're working so hard 
to keep the Project at Georgetown. 

"It opens a door into rhe real world," 
says John Sugdc:n (C'9S), one of fours~­

dcnt.~ who runs rhc in-home progr.im. 
"It shows. what it means to be good nr!igh­
bors," adds Andy LauJand (C'<Jfi). 

Several students also said that the 
Projcl'.t offers something unique to 
Georgetown's educational mission. 

Alec Rogers (ll'95), who helps coordi­
n:itc il'l-r.chool tutoring, d.cscribc::d volun­
teering in a well-run program as "a great 
way to put theoretical ideas of helping 
inco pracrice." 

Another progr:im coordinator, Linda 
Jutras (F'97) credited the e>epcriencc with 
enriching" her undcmanding oflarger 
public poµcy issues: "People think they 
have~ :111 the amw~t$," she: says. "But then 

19 

' " ~ 

•WE ALL LEARNED ENGLISH," NOTES MARTA. 

-wi: ALL ADJUSTED. WE ALL TURNED OUT TO BE GOOD KIDS 

AND ARE PROVIDING FOR OURSELVES NOW." 

when they mcer these families and hear 
their stories, they ~ee all t:M complexities." 

Lauland· offered a good reason why the 
program has lasted for 10 years: "Each 
group paesC!I i.l1c torch to the next one. 
There's a spirit and a tradition to the Pro· 
jcc:c,~ he reftected, "You want to le-ave it 
evei:i better than it was when you came in." 

This tradition has kept the Project from 
becoming sn.lc :ind ~caid. Each yc::i.r 
brings new volunteers and new ideas -
and with that, an ethos of continuous 
improvement, of always doing more. 

But the real test of univcr.iiry semce pro- . 
grams -whether they ta.kc place in health 
clinics or courtrooms M classrooms - is not 
motives hut results: They have to work. 

Marjorie Myers, principal ofH.D. 
Cooke Elementary School in Adams­
Morgan, views the Project as "a mainstay 
in the community." Since 1984, as a 
teacher, counselor and administrator, she 
has worked with scores of volunteers. 
"They arc always helpful, energetic :ind 
reliable," she says, and because of the 
t\itoring, "~Ndcnts do adjU&t more rapidly." 

Perhaps the Projecr's biggest fans a.re · 
the parents - most cif the:m working peo­
ple who view education as a ladder to 
opportunity in our society. 

Pedro Garcia, a building Gu~rint•~n­
dcnt, and his wife, Orbclina, who works 
for a janitorial service:, have enrolled seven 
of their eight children in the Projecr. 
"They provide education programs that 
allow kids to learn anci keep them off the 
street - like job skills, and information 
about AIDS tUld teen pregnancy," Garcia 
says. "And my children have lt.:immi rn 
develop their talentS llnd defend them­
!lelves ag.tinst racism." 

.,,, 

Rosa Campos, who wor~ two jobs 
while raising three children with her hus• 
band, has wc:komed Georgetown stu­
dents into her home for five years. "I feel 
we can always depend on the program," 
she says. "The volunteers have always 
cal.led and kept in conrm .. i: - even during 
the riots of 1991. 

Last December, hundreds nf children, 
tc;(.;11a~r:1, pilnlnts ~d voluulc.:cn; urg:.i.­

nized a Christmas Party in the Hall of 
Nations. There was food from all over the 
world and .K>me volunteers exchanged 
small gifts with their srudcnts. The .lcids 
broke open a pifiata, ma~·~ nrnaments for 
a majestic tree; and sang along with the ,, 
Chimes and the Crace Notes. • 

L<.>oking around the room, I thought 
about the truly beautiful messages these _ 
young people receive: from their friend· 
ship with Georgetown studenrs: That 
they arc special, that education matt~. 
that we =f'c: one <:Quntry, th3t Americans 

help each other. 
Linh Dang will never forget the 

GcorgemWTI students who stood by her 
in a time of crisis. "The Project hdps the 
chiklren have the oppor~niry for a good 
education," she says. "But the tutors are 
more than just tutors. They're friends to 
the family." 

• 

DAfll POUEllFIJLD IC'U), dirtcMt'ojl}t:t:chwriting 

far.Hralth and Human Sc:ruirtt St'trelliry Donna 

Sha/Illa, u1ar ont ojthtfoundtm ~f fht f), C Schools 
Project at Cf'1rge1own. 

.. 1•111N1:1.;1111ur1 ta•• r.1:rrr.•t:C'1'"''"' ................. ,. 
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DI'S 4,20 PM ON A THURSDAY AND HEIDI COLIERT IS STANDING 

in the middle of the C3..!' Barn office of the After School Kids (ASK) Pro­

gram asking where her volunteers are. A box of Bugles com snacks in one 

hand, a paper c:up of Mountain Dew in the other. she asks the question 

again, only to have it Boat up to the skylights 20 feet up and disappear, 

unanswered. 

Around her, the rest of the staff bustles around, seemingly ~ninter­
ested in her quandary. In addition to Colbert's group of volunteer mentors 

headed for D.C.'s Northeast quadrant, another team will head ro South­

east for a session with another group of juvenile offenders on probation. 

Six hours and roughly 50 miles later. they will return to Georgetown and 

prepare for next week's activities, which will include visits to the homes 

and schools of the youths, in addition to tvlice-n-week evening sessions. 
' 

Founded in 1987, Georgetown's ASK program provides an alterna-

tive for judges in sentencing juvenile offenders. Through a variety of 

recreational, social and academic activities, vo'lunteers and staff memb.ers 

act as mentors to the youths for a nine-month probation period, says Pro­

gram Director Ted Enoch (C'90). ASK, along with the D.C. Schools Pro- · 

ject (see rela~ed story, pg. 15) falls under the direction of the George­

t~-based Center for lntcrcultural and Educ;uional Devdopment. 

Since its inception, approximately 350 volunteers and 500 juvenile 

offenders have participated in the program. 

At 4:50 pm,·the group of volunteers, led by Colbert and Su~tre 

Smikle (C'97)1 picks its way thought the gnarls of aftt:rnoon traffic to the 

juvenile probation office on New York Avenue. ~ikc Sedor (C'96), who 

has been with the program since September 1994, says his experience 

with ASK has taught him more than his American Srudies-mandated­

Capitol Hill internship, where he sorts mail and answers phones. Maria 
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Amorim (SLL'98), who joined ASK in 
January, says she saw a Aicr inRiggs Bank 
and called Cnlbert. "I came once and I 
was hooked," Amorim says. 

At thr prob11tir.in r.iffice, the srudent!l 
mt:et their charges in a ~mall, dark wait· 
ing room on the rhird floor. "The Fresh 
Prince of Bel Air" is on'the black-and­
white television, bur every time someone 
stands up, the picture discnteJ{tates inro 
"sea of fuzz. Sedor and Amorim immedi­
ately try to talk ro the four kids, who sit 
~h1mped in their chairs, either p:iying' 
half-hearted attention to the actor's antics 
or paging through back issues of Car and 
Driver. The only girl in the group sits in. 
;1n ;tlcovc by the window and responds 
monosyllabically to An1orim's questions. 

Colbert stands just outside the Waiting 
~lfe:t, talking to the kids' probation officer 
01.bout the week. After~ 10-minute wait, 
they :ire on the: road again, en route to the 

sitefor the session, the Catholic Church 
of the Incarnation. 

The teenagers sit in the back two rows 
of the van;-the volunteers in the first 
!:\Vo rows. Amorim t:l.lks ®out rhe pro­
gram and what it was like for her in the 
beginning. 

"It was tough,~ she ~ays. ~It's still tough; 
they don't open up to me very much. They 
talk to Mike more because he's male. and 
rhey talk to the other people who've been 
here longer ... They don't talk to me, and I 
hear them h1ughing at me some~Cli. But 
it's important for them to just see me here. 
We have a lot to learn frnm each other." 

In a room normally used for pre­
kindergarten Sunday school, the group 
gathers around three round woOden 
tables. Smikle hands out black marble 
composition boob. These are the journals 
that both the montori: :ind their ~rger. 
write in at the beginning of each session. 

P009/0l5 

BY JASON ICELLV 
' f' •:-

·,,; 

For roughly 10 minutes the room is com­
pletely silent, ~:ivc rhe sound of pen on 
paper and the turning of pages. 

"f>ot,'S everybody have their homework?" 
. No one movt:s, kadin.~ Smiklc I!• fim\ly 

l'hasrisc them ii1r 11ot hringjn!!; rhcir wf1rk. 
~vm1'v1· i.;ur tu 111 i111-\ yr11u lnnm:wurk," 

Su~ctte :;ayR. "R1:111emhcr the J\SK rnn­
trnl'.t you sij!;ni.:d~ Did you n:;id it?" 

"/\rndi:mi(s is a key r11rnp1111cnr t(Hllrr 
program :1s :1 part nf our cont ran with tht• 
t'ourr," ( :nlllC'rl :id.I~ Sh,• ':IY" later th:1t 

they ha11,: rc:c1:111 ly ;1,.l<ed the j11.,cnili:s to 
brini~ homework ro the site, ;L111f whili: tlw 
kid~ wt·1i: good abrn11 ir ti1r a <"tlllpk of 
Wl'!~ks, the i11iti:1l 1·xrit1:111l:rrt has worn 
off Ii 1r both partii:s. 

Wit hour any homework t 11 do, r hey 
1Hov1: to t ht: m·xt ph.isc of th1: ~;1:ssi1111, 01ie 
rh:1t Is greeted with m.ore enthusi:\6m.:.. 
game time~ 

Smiles break out across all faces. There 
is a lively discU.ssion about which game 
ro play, and they finally settle on a word 
game that involves coming up with an 
animal, a television show, a hobby,· a per~ 
snnatity rrair, and a food that begins with 
<s:i.ch letter ofthe·wt>rd "America." 

For the 45 minutes that they play, the 
group finds unity as participants, volun- , 
teers and visitot".i come up with the same 

. words, finding •~ common gmund: 
· The session ends with the group sitting 

cross-legged on the floor in the dark. · 
holding hand~ in a circle. Colbert tells the 
b'Tou.p tu "reAect on our cl4y, wh11t we did 
tonight, ai1d think about the ride home." 

Outside, nne participant sidles up. 
toColbc:n. 

PHOTOGRAPHY DY LAURA SIKES 

~PlllJU~/'\UMMlil , ... -. tan11:r..1Tn\UM &.1.a.in ... ·.111.t. 
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Mlicidi, can you drop me off at the 
liquor store?" Chris i;ays. 

"I can't believe youjusr asked me that 
question," Heidi replies. 

"No, th~rc:'s ,a carry-our next door and 
I'll go home from there. n 

"I can take you to the carry-out, and 
wait for you to get your food, but I have 
to ta.kc you home," 

He stands beside her, smiling his sweet· 
t:iir llmilt"., ~nn Amnrim c•nmrnents on his 
hair, which is braided close to his scalp. 
' "Yeah," Colbert says. "You look just 

'like: yuur m1Jthcr1 1:tipc:1.ially 'With your hair 

like that." 
~Nuh-uh," Chris shakes his head. 
•Yes you do," Heidi says. "And be sure 

and tell her happy birthday when you 
get home.• 

On Friday morning, there is a meeting 
for ASK site coordinaton: and program 
directors. 

Enoch opens the meeting with a 
reminder tu show up on time and then· 
asks if anyone wants to voice a concern. 
After a short discussion about keeping the 
w.ns dean, the group decides to have site 
coordinators clean the vans with their 
volunteers and participants. 

Mlt will help give them more of a stake 
in the program," Enoch says. "And it's 
good fer your own leadership and it will 
~you more COnndent.M . 

Because of the nature of the judicial 
process, ASK participants U$Uolly $pend 
about nine months of their yearlong pro­
bation in the program. ~ut staff and vol­
u,ntccrs say that to truly uddress the prub-

".•fein of juvenile crime, their influence in 
the participants' Uves can't end there. 

Each site nearly always has participants 
whn have finished their probation hut 

·~ 

FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE ASK PROGRAM, EACH KID IS A CHANCE 

AND A CHALLEGE TO REEVALUATE WHAT THEY DO, ~NOTHER 

CHANCE ro SAVE SOMEONE FROM A HOSTILE ENVIRONMFNT 

who continue to come anyway. This is at 
least partly because many of them become 
friends with their mentors. Jo~n Zoltner, 
Cl'ED's mrector of domestic programs, 
says eventually he would like tn have Cl 

follow-up program in which participants 
are placed in jobs, assisted in job~tr:Uning 
or advised in applying to college:. 

Last year, ASK organized a summer 
jobs pro~m in which staff members 
.develop~ such projcas as neighborhood 
renovations and a T-shin busine!li;. 

Ar; with many program~ of this kind, 
there are successes and failures in ASK 
Alex LaMond, who heads the: summer 
jobs program, recently read a letter during 
the meeting from Mark, a former partii:i­
pant who is now in a District pri!iOn. 
Assistant DirecfOr of ASK Dunyaku 
Ahmadu (SLL'95) says the writer was a. 
bright kid who loolccd forward to ASK, 
but eventually "tuincd it into a play· 
ground." Mark and Ahmadu had a verbal 
confrontation one night, and Ahmadu 
told him that he couldn't come back until 
he met with Mark's parents. 

One night after Mark returned to the 
program, LaAi1ond took him out into 
tha hall to talk to him, !lnd tell h.i.m they 

expected respect from him. Minutes 
larer, five police officers wallccd in and 

. arrested him for murder. He c~cnmally 
pied guilty. Lamond sent hi~ several 
hnok11 last month. 

In the letter, Mark writes, "Thank you 
. for the two books you scnr me. I hear both 

arc very good books. I'm currently reading 
'Manchild in the Pro.mii;c Land' by 
ClauJe Brown. But as soon a& I finish, T'm 
going to read 'Their Eyes Were Watching 
God.' Ba.Gically because you like it so 
1111.1d1 ••• IC yuu ;u.:r ~ufr in here people 
aren't going to respect y11u and take every­
thing you have. However hcing in hen: is 
more like ~l kaming proccsi;. l ~ay that 
because I have more than enough time fo 
think :tlv111t the things l done in the p:1st 
whl!rc I made mistakes. And now that I'm . 
here and sec with rny <>wn two ~yes how it 
i~ I dun\ cvc1 wai1l lu ~:nme back ... Any­
w;iy l ~o back to court on the 2l~t of 
March and would really apprei:iatc it if 
you, Ted and Charlene could artend ... ~ 

Lntcr in the Friday staff meeting, 
Patrice relates the problems she is having 
with a participant that sc:ver.U members of· 
the t,rroup, induding E.noch and Ahmadu, 
kni>w wcU. Since cntcring the program, 
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FIRU TIME ALBERIO GARCIA·IU~ON (8'951 MEI RICKY. 

Harry Mattison spent U'llen yetm photogrttpJJing 
tht midmts ofSu~1um Carda, a housing project in 
WaJhinXfOn, D. C.. whue GeorgrtO'IJ.ln stufkntt h1/or 

dJi/tlf'tn in netd, The photogi-apl11 on this pa~ a.,J 
,suh1tlJUPlf pagts do not depict a11.v of tht childrm or 
aJrJl1 "'/n-mrd in Jiu tutompany;.,,K n~riclr. 

a six-year-old at the Sursum Corda housing project, he found himself '.lt 

the bottom of a flight of stairs. 

Garcia-Tunon hadn't yet been assigned a child to tutor at the pro­

ject, :ind found himself pulling Ricky from a pile of children he was fight­

ing with at a Christmas party. 

A:; he moved to break up the la.st fight, Ricky pushed Garcia..:fonon 

down the stairs. Later, Ricky ended up asking Garcia-Tunon to be his 
·tutor for the year. 

"It was sort of the challenge because he was such a tough kid," Gar-

cia-Tuno!J. said. "By speaking to him that night, I realized he just needed, 

discipline." ' 

Since that first day, the two have beeh together. Ricky just finished 

sixth grade in a gifted children program at his school. Garcia-Tunon had 

tutored the boy every week as part of the Sursum Corda-Georgetown 

Youth Tutoring Program. 

Garcia~Tunon initially worried about Ricky's behavior, hut since his 

first experience with him, there haven't been any problems. L~~t semester, 

the two often went to Georgetown basketball games, the roller-skating 

rink or the National Zoo. 
1'011~ thing he loves to do is come ro my house on Saturdays!. to play 

basketball and cook dinner with my fo\Jr housemates," Garcia-Tunon 

said. "He loves to talk with my housemates and see what their ideas on 

life are. We let him hang out in the house.with us aU day."· 
Garcia-Tunon is only one of the 110 students who travel to the Sur­

sum Corda housing project in Wru::hingtnn, n.C., every week to teach 

reading and writing skills to children herwecn .the ages of four and 13. 

Su!sum Corda, which means "lift up your hearts" in Latin, is the name 
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James' gr;idcs have s~endily improved, and 
lac was showing uffhis hu11u1·rull u:pun 

card earlier in the week. But the day 
before he was caught lighting a match at 
sehool and is being threatened with sus­
pension or expul~ion. 

"On('r. nm lcirl~ !C:t:lrt dning well, they 
get isolated," Colbert says. "They get 
t1.-ascd, and they have to prove them­
selves." 

"We have to jump in and catc:h them," 
Enuch adds. · 

A lively discus~ion ensues, and touches 
on nearly all the aspectc; and purposes of 
the rrngr.un. For the memben: of the 
ASK program, each kid is a chance and a 
challcgc to reevaluate what they do, 
another chance to save somL:onc fium a 
hostile environment. 

"We're trying to brin11: a holistic 
approach to learning," Ahmadu says. "All 
learning doesn't happen in school. We can 
cram educntion down tfi~ir thro1m1, we 
know the benefits uf education. Nobody 
in their co.mmunity is pushing academics. 
And we have to tell them, rhat if they 
come up short, we're not going to cast 
them aside.:." 

JU ON U'-LY (C't6) is a ftJrmtr editur ef 1he 1111-

1k11r publi.:atio,,,Thc Vnic:c:, whr.rr a 'flr.rsion of rhi> 

article originally Ol'{Maml 

'' . 
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ANSWERING Ai:~:>~~·~yr~ .. 

. . .. : .. :·:~. ;i;~~::· ~-r ·> . . 
When·the Aftr.t SCh~lKi'ds foundenl were looking for someone 
to guide thcir pioposal through the Diitrid: of ColumbilL court 
system, the natural ·Choit.e:Ms Ricardo Urbina (C'67, L'70}. then a· 
jucl~ iii·the family.#»~ dMSion, whose knowledge of the city 

and lcm for OeorptDWli Wu Widely .kn6Wn. 
Judge Urbina hu:a.r~tation for being open-minded,• says · 

Dan Portcdicld ((:'84);douiiderof ASK·"From his years of deal­
ing with the funily cA;mt1;:.nc.ia truly a moral voice in a veiy tur-
bulent child wet&re:·~~:. · 

"It atamd our a8.~8iin#rioti0n "'.'to·try and ae;ite a union 
between the juvenile dcPaitr!ien.t and the highly talented students 
at Gct1igauwo1" 11-a)'ii·Url:rlria;:.naw a federal district court judge. 
coThe high-risk lcids:on·.thc.bOrderlirie .frequently fell into commit­
ment status becauae of il lilck:of resources. n 

His well-decorated 'ofliCc:dciwntoW!l:W:Ould 1;eem to have taken 
him far from the~ t;ftfic judicial system, but friends and 
('l(llle.i1guec say that Urbifua'~ :.e?.nt is in the cit)t H~ has not lived 

outside pfD.C. s~~·be·:~ at Georgetown in 1963. 
During his tirn~ oa·rhe·Hilltop, he 5!)'5. the university's role ia 

the cicyevol~d. . :.;:·: :<" _..~ · · · · 
"Georgetown wai ~mirigmore global.at the time," he says, 

his 6'3" Ianlr:y figwc:m,tched.out in a wing chair. "On the other 
hand, it wis bccommg:~:conscious of its role in the District of 
ColumbiL It was begiMing. tO view itself as a leader, and begin-
ning co exieiase that teaacirsliip. •·· · · · 

Urbina's answera ~~ghtful as h.e glances around his fourth­
ftoor office. The cp:~:On 'the end 'taple holds disks by George 
Winston and Eny1L.The 'ci>ffee table holds the AHAJoumal and 
Natun.l Hc:Uth, along ~th.Nd.son Mandela's "~ng Wallc to 
Freedom,• a gift fiorn· his :&i:,n, lia.n (C'9S); a track sw like his 
father. ·.·::· ~ .. ~:,.... . 

The walls an: deeorated'With. awurdB:and c:crtilicates-1986 
Washingtonian of~ .v~·.thc Simo~ Boliwr Award. and cim­
rions fcom presidenfl,Rtagan ai\d Clinton. In June, Urbina was 
honored with the VIPAAW,ard in_ Community Service by NBC­
TV and Hiipanic magaiirie for·.his·participation in ASK. lie is also 
the only judge to be':iiO~tcdbythiee pn:sidenn;; Carter nomi- · 
nated Urbina just before he left offiCe, but Urbina didn't take his 
seat oi:a the Superior C:~.bendi until.· he beCunc IWgan's first ' 
appointment in 1981;·,.;i;-,y-:'.:· .. ·.. · 

"You don't have tiinO-:t0.1:hinkon the Superior C°'ut," he i;ays. 
"I thought that therc.·:Were'sa·many people waiting in the wings. 
You have to be tho.rOugh. but still exp~~ the. proce66. Here, I'm 
able ro consider thingii,Wi,th:a.little more:deliberation." 

It is this commitment:D;i·thoughtfulne&s Rnd unden;tanding ·that 
led Urbina to initiata'~e::ASK:.prognun; and it has continued to 
guide him during hii-.ien~Ui. the coUrt&~· · 

"There are so rnany ~Ldn.volved in sharing Georgetown's 
. legacy with youth and other mc:mbctD o{ the COJ'UrUwUt y thal '---.irJ 
benefit from the unM:siiY·a.S .. ·an·· institution," he adds. "lr is critical 
for us to be li'ving, brutbing·~lement11 for prosperity.• 
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of the housing project off North Capitol 
Street that Georgetown srudents have 
ttavelcd to for a quarter of a century. 

The program celebrated it8 25th 
anniversary in the spring and its first-year 
jllllUvca·saty of a new Ntoring progr.lm in 

th~ neighboring Temple Courts apart­
ment complex. A dinner celebrating 25 
years of the community and the tutoring 
program took place April 22. AhOut 270 
nitcm::, !tttltl.t!nts and parents attended the 
dinner, which took place at Gonzaga 
College High School Speakers included 
President L~ J. O'Donovan, S.J ., and 
Max Kennedy, the son of Robert 
Kennedy, who was inStrumenral in help­
ing to establish the apartment village. 
The project has beeri linked to George­
t~ since its creation by the late Hnr~('e 
McK.cnna, SJ., Eugene Stewart (C'48,. 
I.:51) and Richard McCooey (C'52), 
who joined forces in 1969. They used 
Housing and Utban DeYelopment loans 
to orgilnize support and bring in Gonzaga 
High Schoul as a sponsor for the housing 
project; . · 

The progr3m'a fua.ilty :idviBor, En.glisb 
professor John Hirsh, wns pulled into the 
program - like many of the tutors - by 
already dedicated volunteers. A tutorial 
he taught years ago had two of the pro­
gram's S.irec:tors in· it. The students talked 
to Hin;h about their experience during 
class. and eventually convinced him to 
DS5ist 1u: faculty ~dvisor. He currently 
tutori: two t:hildren. 

"One thing that concerned me was that 
social justice programs shouldn't just be 

·...ritcful to Georgetown students," Hirsh 
said. He saiu it is important for the nirors · 
to do good work and to realize how m~ch 
of a respan~ibility they take on by agrce­
_ing to help someone learn tu n::td. 

SURSUM CORD4, WHICH MEANS "LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS" IN lATIN, 

IS THE NAME OF THE HOUSING i>ROJECT OFF NORTH CAPI· 

TOL STREET THAT GEORGETOWN STUDENTS HAVE TRAV.ELED 

TO FOR A QUARTER OF A CENTURY . 

. After attending classes at the Universiry 
of C3lifornia at Berkeley in 1991 to srudy 
methods for teaching children with readin~ 
problems, Hirsh came back to the program 
with the concept of"whole language." 

On H~h's recommendation, Sursum 
Corda now uses an intcgratcid language 
arts approach, which combines reading,· 
writing and listening to high-interest 
material Hirsh said the d1eory involvei: 
getting youngsters actively engagcd in 
the learning process, instead of mcrcly 
absorbing lessons. · 
E~ry Monday through Thursday 

night, Georactown students board vans at 
the steps of Village C and spend an hour 
tutoring at the community c:encer. 

The students sit down with ·their 
:l~!ligned r.1'iltfttn and. bring out the note­
book Hirsh encourages them to keep. The 
folder contains a diary of each child's 
progres5 -.word lists, fin;t printed sen-

. tences, and illustrations of favorite stories. 
Each child is allowed to progress at his 

or her awn rate, and Hirsh tells tutors to 
be flexible in their teaching strategies, try­
ing d.ifferent approaches if the one they're 
using doesn't seem to work. 

"Children aren't passive receptors,~ 
he said. ~They're awake intellectually 
•and lively." 

Tutors of younger chil<lren often start 
off with emerging literary strategies such 
ns "ec::ho rcudin~," "voice pointing," or 
Marie Chly's uconccpts :ihour print." 

The.rotors are also encouraged to bring 
in their own readtng mareriaJ for the older 
children. Hir~h believes popular materials 
such as' Sports 11/u.ftraledm.i.dcs help the 
children view reading as a pleasurable 
;1ctivity. Margie Mosqueda (C'96),·co­
directnr of the program, said .she tries to 

bring in material such as question-and­
:mi;wcr games because tht 10-year-old 
girl she tutors doesn'tyer enjoy reading. 

Orie of the battles for rhe ti.ltor, espe-
. l'i:illy in the first few months. is balancing 
the role between teacher and friend. Hirsh· 
said it is one of the harder lessons tu learn. 

"Ir'i; been a challenge, and ;ir fim I 
wasn't sun: how it would work out," said 
Frances Lord (C'96), who reaches a learn­
ing disabled 11-year-old girl. "We're 

·friends now. She'll talk to me when 
hcforc it was liki= pullin~ teeth." 
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ONE OF THE BATHES fOR THE TUTOR, ESPECIALLY IN THE FIRST 
. . 

FEW MONTHS, IS 8.ALA NCING THE ROLE BETWEEN HACHER 

A'ND FRIEND .... IT IS ONE OF THE HARDER LESSONS. TO LEARN. 

Garcia-Tunon has reached an agrcc­
rmmt cm thb issue with Ricky. Whenever · 
Ricky wants to play during the tutoring 
sessions. Garcia-Tunon reminds Jum uf 
their weekend plans and tells him that 
Tuesdays are strictly for learning. 

The rrogram sponsors :i.n ac:rivity once 
a month for the tutors and children roger 
together outside of the clns~room, such as 
u holiday party or a trip to a musellm. On 
Halloween, the tutors bring the children 
to Georgetown arid take them rrick·or­
rrearlng in the dorms. 

Each year brings change to the Sursum 
Corda prow:i.m. Seniors: gr~du~te :lnd . 
,1nove ::tWay, some childn:n stop coming to 
,their tutorin11; ~c:ssions, and others outgrow 
11.:mlini; lcB~uui; fur the: m:w ~l:in:mcm of 
junior high. Hirsh said tutors and children 

try to stay in touch after graduation but 
rhar new lifestyles and the pa.~age of time 
makes it difficult for m:iny of them. 

Garcia-Tunon is adamant about not 
letting thar happen. He already plans to 
return for ~cky's graduation from high 
schoul :ind help him get into a good 
college or university. 

"I know it will ~e hard but l don't want 
to lose touch," Garcia-Tunon said. "I · 
want ro be there to hdp him for anything 
he ever needs." 

DlilllOH DAVIDSON IC't11 'IJJ/Js on tditori4/ 
assisra11t jar Co'rl"t:thrwn M1Jg117.i11~. 
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CAMPU 5 COMPACT, a national organiui­
tion /bat entourages college students top~ 
fortri community service, is ctlebrating itt 
10/h annivmary tbis year. 

Ar a founding memher of the organization, 
Georgetown 1uould lih /tJ heip celebrate the 
unrrivcrsary by highlighting som~ of ours~­
Cl!SS Jt()rits invtJ/vi11g community service. If 
you helped a c)Ji/d or adolt•scent dllring the 
pa# 10 years through one of the university's 
com1'Junity service program.r, we would lil.e 
to hetJr what impar:t your tomm1111ity Jl.'J"Vitt 

has had on your lift. 1* are particularly 
intm·stcd in alumni who stayed in touch 
with th.: youths tbi:y helpi:,/ either educarirm­
ally. or emotionally. 

Tht information JDU provide will he 1ued 
to dwdop a Campu1 Compact 11atio11al (f1m- . 
paign and may also l>e used in Georgetown 
Univtrsity publicatiolu. /'least write ta: 

I 

Gcorgctow71 Maga:r.i1le 
Camput Compact Project, 4 Maguire . 

- :nth and 0 Struts, NW 
Washington, DC 20f?57 
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A VISION FOR AMERICA: A NEW COVENANT 
GOVERNOR BILL CLIN'l'ON 

DEMOCRAT°IC NATIONAL CONVEN'l'ION 
NEW YORK CITY 

7/16/92 

Governor Richards, Chairman Brown, Mayor Dinkins, our great host, 
and my fellow Americans. 

I am so proud of Al Gore. He said he came here tonight because he 
always wanted to do the warmup for Elvis. Well, I ran for 
President this year for one r•ason and one reason ~nly: I wanted 
to come back to this convention center and finish that speech I 
started four years ago. 

Well, last night Mario Cuomo taught us how a real nominating speech 
should be given. He also made it clear why we have to steer our 
ship of state on a new course. 

Tonight I want to ta_lk with you about my hope for the future, my 
faith in the American people, and my vision of the kind of country 
we can build~ together. 

I salute the good men who were my companions on the campaign trail: 
Tom Harkin, Bob Kerrey, Doug.Wilder, Jerry Brown and Paul Tsongas. 
One sentence in the platform we built says it all: "The most 
important family policy, urban policy, labor policy, minority 
policy and foreign policy America ·can have is an expanding, 
entrepreneurial economy of high-Wf.l.ge, high-sk..i.11 jobs. ii 

And so, in the name of all the people who do the work, pay the 
taxes, raise the kids and play .by the rules, in ~he name of the 
·hard-working Americans who make up our forgotten middle class, I 
accept your nomination for President· of the United.States. 

I am a product of that middle class. And when I am President you 
will be forgotten no more. 

We meet a~ a special moment in history, you and I. The Cold War is 
over; Sovi~t Communism ha~ collapsed; and our values -- freedom, 
democracy, individual rights and free enterprise--they have 
triumphed all around the world. And yet just as we have won the 
Cold War abroad, we are losing the battles for economic opportunity 
and social justice here at. home. Now that we have changed the 
world, it's time to ·change America. 

I have news for the forces of greed and the .def~nde~s of the status 
quo: yo~r time has come--and gone. It's time for a change in 
America. 

National Campaign Headquarters • P.O. Box 615 • Little Rock. Arkansas 72203 • Telephone (501) 372-1992 • FAX (501) 372-2292 . 

@ Pr1n1eo on Recycled Pa~er Contrrbu11ons ro rne Clinlon for Pres+o-:··· : ,, .. ,~111~e e1re not lax: deductible. 
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Tonight ten million of our fellow Americans are out of work. Tens 
of millions more work harder for _lower · pay. The incumbent 
President says unemployment always goes· up· a little before a 
recovery begins. But unemployment only has to go up by one more 
person before a real recovery cari begin. And,_ Mr. President, you. 
are that man. 

·This election is about putting power back in your· hands and putting 
government back .on your side. It's about putting people first. 

You know, I've said that all across. the. c~untry~ and someone a;I.ways 
·comes back at me, as a young man did just this week at the Henry 
Street Settlement on the Lower East Side of Manhattan. He said, · 
"That sounds good, Bill. But you're a politician. Why should I 
trust you?" · 

Tonight, as plainly as I can, I want to tell you who I am, what I 
believe, and where I want to lead America. 

I never met my father.· He was killed in a car wreck on a rainy road 
three mont_hs before I was born, driving . home from Chicago to 
Arkansas to see my mother. 

After that, my· mother had to support us. So we lived with my 
grandparents while she went back to Louisiana to study .nursing. 

I can still see her clearly tonight through the eyes of a three­
year-old: kneeling at the railroad station and weeping as she put 
me back on the train to Arkansas with my grandmother. She endured 
her pain because she knew her sacrifice was the only way she could 
support me and give me a better life. · · 

My mother taught me. She taught me about family and hard wo~k and 
sacrifice. She held steady through tragedy after tragedy. And she 
held our family, my brother and I, together through tough times. 
As a child, I watched her go off to work each day.at a time when it 
wasn't alw~ys easy to be a working mother •. 

As an adult, I've watched her fight off breast cancer. And again 
she has taught me a lesson in courage. AJ:id always, always she 
taught me to fight. 

That's why I'll fight to create high-paying jobs so that parents 
can afford to raise their children today. That's why I'm so 
committed to making sure every American gets the health care that 
saved my mother's life, and that women's health care gets the same 
attention ·as men's. That's why I'll fight· to make sure women in 

. thi's country receive respect and d"ignity -- whether' they work in 
the home, out of the home, or both. You want· to know where I get 
my fighting spirit? It all started with my mother. 

Thank you,· Mother. I love you. 

I. 
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When I think about opportunity for all ·Americans, I think about my 
grandfather. 

He ran a country store in our little town of Hope. There were no 
food stamps back then, so when his customers -- whether they were 
white or black, who worked hard and did the best they could, came 
in with no money--well, he gave them food anyway --just made a note 
of it. So did I. Before I was big enough .to see over the counter, 
I learned from him to look µp t_o .pe.ople other folks loo](ed down on. 

My grandfather just had a grade-school education. But in that 
country store he taught me more about equality in .the eyes of the 
Lord than all my professors at Georgetown; more about ·the intrinsic 
worth of every individual than all the.philosophers·at Oxford; and 
he taught me more about the need for equal justice than all the 
jurists ·at Yale Law School. 

If you want to know where I come by the passionate commitment I 
have to bringing people together without regard to race, it all 
started with my grandfather. 

I learned a lot from another person, too. A person who for more 
than 20 years has worked hard to hel~ our children--paying the 
price of time to make sure·our schools don't fail them. Someone 
who traveled our state for a year, stµdying, learning, listening, 
going to PTA meetings, school board· meetings_, town hall meetings, 
putting together a package of school reforms recognized around the 
nation, and doing it all while building a distinguished legal. 
career and being a wonderful loving mother. 

That_ person is my wife. 

Hillary ·taught me. She taught me that all children can learn, ·and 
that each of ,us has a duty to help them do it. So if you want to 
know why I care so much about our children and our future; it all 
started with Hillary. I love you. 

Frankly, I'm fed up with politicians in Washington lecturin~ the 
rest of .us about "family values." Our families have values. But 
our government doesn't. 

I want an America where "family "values" live in our actions, not 
just in our speeches-~an America that includes every family, every 
traditional family and every extended family, . every two-parent 
family, every single-parent family, and every foster family--every 
family. 

I do want to say something to the fathers in this country who have 
chosen to abandon their children .by neglecting to pay their child 
support: take responsibility for your children or we will force 

· you to do so. · Because governments don't raise children; parents 
do. And·you should. 
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And I want to say something to every child in America· tonight who 
is out there trying to grow up wit~out a father .or a mother: 
I know how you feel. You're special, too. You matter to America. 
And don't ever let anybody tell you you can't become whatever you 
want to be. And if other politicians make you feel like you're not 
a part of their family, come on and be part of ours. 

The thing that makes· me angriest about.what's 'gone wrong in the 
last 12 years is that our government has lost touch with our 
values, while our politicians continue to shout about them. I'm 
tired of it. · · 

I was raised to believe its that the American Dream was built on 
rewarding hard work. But we have seen the folks in Washington turn 
the American ethic on its head. For too long, those who play by 
the rules .and keep the faith have gotten the shaft, and those who 
cut corners and cut deals have been rewarded. People are working 
harder than ever, spending less time with their children, working 
nights and weekends at th~ir jobs instead of gong to PTA and Little 
League or Scouts, and their incomes are still going down. Their 
taxes are .going up, and the costs of health· care, housing and 
education are going through the roof. Meanwhile, more and more of 
our best people are falling into poverty --. even when they work 
forty hours a week. 

Our people are pleading for change, but government is in the .way. 
It has been hijacked by privileged, priv~te interests. It has 
forgotten who really pays the bills around here -- it's taking more 
·of your money and giving you .1e·ss in return. 

We have got to go beyond the brain-dead politics in Washington, and 
give our people the kind of government they deserve: a government 
that works for them . 

. \ 

A President -- a President ought to be a powerful force for 
progress. But right. now I know how President Lincoln felt when 
General McClellan wouldn't attack in the Civil War. He asked him, 
"If you're not going to use your army/ may I borrow it?" And so 
I say, George Bush, if you won't use your power to help America, 
step aside. I will. 

Our country is falling behind. The President is caught in the grip 
of a failed economic theory. We have gone from first to thirteenth 
in· the world in wages since Reagan and· Bush have been in office. 
Four years ago, candidate Bush said America is a special place, not 
just "another pleasant country on the U.N roll call, between 
Albania and Zimbabwe." Now, under President Bush, America has an 
unpleasant economy stuck somewhere between Germany and Sri Lanka. 
And for most Americans, Mr. President, life's a lot less kind and 
a lot less gentle than it was before your Administration took 
off ice. 

our ~ountry has fallen so far, so fast that just a .few months ago·. 
the Japanese Prime Minister actually said he felt "sympathy" for 



( 

'- ·' , •.. : .... ·r ·.• '·· 

the United States. Sympathy. When I-am your President, the rest 
of the world wi-11 not look down on us with pity,· but up to us with 
respect again. 

What is George Bush doing about our economic problems? Now, four 
years ago he promised us fifteen million. new jobs by -this time. 
And he's over fourteen million short. Al Gore and I can do better. 

He has raised taxes on the· people driving pick-up trucks, an:~ 
lowered taxes on people riding in ·1imousines.· We can do better. 

He promised to balance the budget, but he hasn't even tried. In 
fact, the budgets he has submitted have nearly doubled the debt. 
Even worse, he wasted billions and reduced our investment in 
education and jobs. We can do better. 

So .if you are sick and tired of a government that doesn't work to 
create jo}?s; if you're sick and tired of a tax system that's 
stacked against you; if you're sick and tired of exploding debt and 
reduced investments in our future ~- or if, like the great civil 
rights pioneer Fannie ·Lou Ha.mer, you' re just plain old sick and 
tired of being sick and tired -- then join us, work with us·, win 
with us. And we can make our country the country it was meant to 
be. 

He won't even implement the recommendations of his own Commission 
on AIDS. But I will. 

He. won't streamline the federal government, and ·change the way it 
works; .cut a hundred thousand bureaucrats, and put a .hundred 
thousand new police officers on the streets of American cities. 

·But I will. 

He has never balanced a government budget. 
times. 

But I have, eleven 

He won't break the stranglehold the special interests have on our 
elections and the lobbyists have on our government. But I will. 

He won't give mothers and fathers the simple chance to take some 
time off from work when ·a baby is born or a parent is sick. But I 
will. 

We're losing our family farms at a rapid rate~ and he has no 
commitment to keep family farms in the family. But I do., 
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He's talked a lot about drugs, but he hasn't helped people on the 
fron~ line to wage that war on drugs and crime. But I will. 

He won't take the lead in protecting the environment and creating 
new jobs in environmental technology. But I will. 

You know what else? He doesn't have Al Gore and I do. 

Just in case -- just in case you didn't notice, that's Gore with an 
E on the end. 

And George Bush -- George Bush won't· guarantee a woman's right to 
choose. I will. Listen~ hear me now: I am not pro-abortion. I 
am pro-choice strongly. I believe this difficult and painful 
decision should be left to the women of America. I hope the right 
to privacy can. be protected, and we will never again have to 
discuss this issue on political platforms. But I am old enough to 
remember what it was.like before Roe v. Wade. And I .do not want to 
return to the time. when. we made criminals of women and their 
doctors. 

Jobs. Education. Health care. These are. not just commitments from 
my lips. They are the work of my life. 

Our .priorities must be clear: we will put our people first again. 
But priorities without a clear plan of action are just empty words. 
TQ turn our rhetoric into reality we've got to change the way 
government does business . -- ,fundamentally. Until we do, we' 11 
continue to pour billions of dollars down the drain. 

The Republicans have campaigned against big government for· a 
generation. But have you noticed? They've run this big government 
for a generation. And they haven't changed.a thing. They don't 
want to fix government. They still want to campaign against it, 
and that's all. · 

But, my fellow Democrats, it's time for us to realize that we've 
got some changing to do too. There is not -a program in government 
for every problem. And if we want to use government to help 
people, we've got to make it work again. 

Because we are committed in this convention and in this platform to 
making these changes, we are, as Democrats, in the words that. Ross 
Perot himself spoke today, a revitalized Democratic party. I am 
well aware that all those millions of people who rallied to.Ross 
Perot's cause wanted to be in an army of patriots for change. 
Tonight I say to them:· join us and together we will revitalize 
America. 

Now,, I don't have all the answers. But I do know the old ways 
don't work. .Trickle down economics has.' sure failed. And big 
bureaucracies, both privat~ and public, they've failed, too. 

t. That's why we need a new approach to government--a government that 
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offers more empowerment and less entitlement, more choices for 
young people in the schools they attend, in the public schools they 
attend, ·and more choices for the elderly and for people with 
disabilities and the long-term care th~y receive--a government that 
is leaner, not meaner. A government that expands opportunity, not 
bureaucr~cy--a government that understands that jobs must come from 
growth in a vibrant and vital system of free enterprise. I call 
this approach a .New Covenant -- a solemn · agreement between the 
people and their government -- based not simply on what each of us 
can take but on what all o~. us ml.ist give to our nation. · 

. ' 
, 

We offer our people a new choice based on old values. We offer 
opportunity. We demand responsibility. We will build an American 
community again. The· choice we offer . is not conservative or 

·liberal. In many ways it's not even Republican or Democratic, 
It's different. It's new. And it will work. 

It will w9rk b.ecause it is l;'ooted in the· vision and the va-lues of 
the American people. Of all the things George Bush has ever said 
that I disagree with, perhaps the thing that bothers me most is how 
he derides. and degrades the American tradition of seeing -- and 
seeking -- a better future. He mocks it as "the vision thing." 
But remember just what the Scripture says: "Where there is no 
.vision the people perish." 

I hope -- I hope nobody in this great hall tonight or in our 
beloved country has to go through tomorrow without a vision. I 
hope no orte ~ver tries to raise a child without a·vision . . 1 hope 
nobody ever starts a business or plants a crop in the ground 
without a vision--for where there is no vi~ion the people perish. 

One of the reasons we have so many children in so.much trouble in 
so many places in this nation is because they have seen so little 
·opportunity, so little responsibility, .an~ so little loving, caring 
community that they literally cannot imagine the life we are 
calling them to lead. And so I say again, where there is no vision 
America will perish. 

What is the vision of our New Covenant? 

An America with millions of new jobs in dozens of new industries 
moving confidently toward the 21st Century. An America that says 
to entrepreneurs and business people: We will give you more 
incentives and more opportunity than ever before to develop the 
skills of your workers and create American jobs and American w~alth 
in the new global economy. But you must do your part;. you ·must be 
responsible.. American c'ompanies must act like American companies 
again -- exporting products, not jobs. That's what this New 
Covenant is all about. 

An America in which the doors of college are thrown open once again 
to the sons and daughters of stenographers and steelworkers. We' 11 
say: Everybody can borrow the money to go to college. But you 
.must do your part. You must pay· it back -- from your paychecks, or 
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better_ yet, by going back home and serving your communities. Just 
think of it. Think of it; millions of energetic young men and 
women, serving their country by policing the streets, or teaching 
the children or caring for the sick, or working with the elderly or 
people with disabilities, or helping young people to stay off .drugs 
and out of gangs, giving us all a sense of new hope and limitless 
possibiiities. That's what this New Covenant· is all about. 

An America in which health care is a right, not a privilege. In 
which we say to all of our people:··· Your government has the courage 
-- finally -- to take on the health care profiteers and make health 
care affordable for every family. · But you must do your part: 
preventive care, prenatal care; childhood immunization; saving 
lives, saving money, saving families from heartbreak. That's what 
the New Covenant is all about. 

An America in which middle c~ass incomes -- not middle class taxes 
"."'-are going up. An· America, yes, in.which the wealthiest few -­
those making over $~00,000 a year --· are asked to pay their fair 
share. · An America in which the rich are not soaked -- but the 
middle class is not drowned either. Responsibility starts at t~e 
top; that's what the New Covenant is all about. 

An America where we end welfare as we know it. We will say to 
those on welfare: you will have and you deserve the opportunity 
through training and education, through child care and medical· 
coverage, to liberate yourself. But then, when you can, you must 
work, beca·use welfare should be a second chance, not a way of life. 
That's what the New Covenant is all about. · 

An America with the world's strongest defense; ready and willing to 
use force, when necessary. An America at the forefront of the 
global effort to preserve .and protect our common environment -~ and 
promoting global· growth. An America that will not coddle tyrants, 
from Baghdad to Beijing. An America that champions the cause of 
freedom and democracy, from Eastern Europe to Southern Africa, and' 
in our own hemisphere in Haiti and Cuba. 

The end of the Cold War permits us to reduce defense spending while 
still maintaining the strongest defense in the world. But we must 
plow back every dollar of defense cuts into building American jobs 
right here at home. I know well that the world needs a strong 
America, but we have learned that strength begins at home. 

.But the New Covenant is about 
responsibilities for you and your 
common community. Tonight every 
heart that we are too divided. 

more than opport~nities ~nd 
families. It's also about our 
one of you knows deep in your 

It is time to heal America. And so we must say to every American: 
look beyond the stereot"ypes that blind us. We need each other. 
All of us, we need each other. We don't have a person to waste. 
And yet, for too long, politicians have told the most of us that 
are _doing all right that what's really wrong with America is the 
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rest of us. Them. Them the minorities. ·Them the liberals •. Them 
the poor. Them the homeless. Them the people with disabilities. 
Them the gays. We've gotten to where we've nearly them'd ourselves 
to .death. Them, and them,. and them. But this 'is America. There 
is no them; there is only us. :One nation, under God, indivisible, 
with liberty, and justice, for all. 

That is our Pledge of Allegiance, and that's what the New Covenant 
is all about. 

How do I know we can come together· to make change happen? Be.cause 
I have see it in my own state~ In Arkansas we're working together 
and we' re m·aking progress. No, there is no Arkansas miracle~ But 

. there are a lot· of miraculous people. And becaus·e of them, our 
schools ·are better, our wages are higher, our factories are busier, 
our water is cleaner, and our budget is· balanced. We're· moving 
ahead. 

I wish -- I wish I could say the same thing about America under the 
incumbent President. He took the richest country in the world and 
brought it·down. We took one· of.the poorest states in America and 
lifted it up. 

And so I say to those who would criticize Arkansas: come on down. 
Especially if you'rerfrom Washington -- come to Arkansas. You'll 
see us struggling against some problems we haven't solved yet. But 
you'll also see a lot of great people doing amazing things. And 
you might even learn a thing or two. 

r'n the end, the New·c;=ovenant simply asks us all to be Americans 
. again--old-fashioned Americans for a new time. Opportunity. 
Responsibility. Community. When we pull together, Amari.ca will 
pull ahead. Throughout the whole history of this country, we have 
seen time and again that when we are united,. we are unstoppable. 
We can seize this moment, we can make it exciting and energizing 
and heroic to be an American again. We can renew our faith in 
ourselves and each other, and restore our sense of unity . and 
community. Scripture says, our eyes have not yet seen, nor our 
ears heard, nor our minds imagined what we can build .. 

But I cannot do it alone. No President can. We must do it 
together. It won't be easy and it won't be quick. We didn't get 
into this mess overnight, and we won't get out of it overnight. 
But we can do it--with our commitment and our creativity and our 
diversity and our strength. I.want every person in this hall and 
every citizen in this land to reach out and join us in a great new 
adventure to chart a bold new future. · 

As a teenager I heard John Kennedy's summons to citizenship. And 
then, as a student at Georgetown, I heard that call clarified by a 
professor I had, named Carroll Quigley, who said ~erica was the 
greatest country in the history.of the world because our people 
have always believed in two great ideas: first, that tomorrow· can 
be better than today, and second, that each of us has a personal, 
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moral responsibility to make it so. 

That future entered my life the night our. daughter Chel~ea was 
born. As I stood in that delivery room, I was overcome with the 
thought that God had given me a blessi~g my own father never knew: 
the chance to hold my child in my arms. 

Somewhere at this· very moment, another child is born in ·America. 
·Let it be our cause to give that .child a happy home, a healthy 
family, a hopeful future. Let it. be our cause to see tha.t child 
reach the fullest of her G~d-giveri.~bilities. Let it be our cause 
that she grow up strong and secure·, braced by her challenges, but 
never_, never struggling alone; with family and friends and a faith 
that in America, no one is left out; no one' is left behind. 

Let it .be our cause that when she is able, she gives something b.ack 
to her children, her community; and her country. And let it be our. 
cause to give her a country that's coming together, and moving 
ahead -- a.country of boundless hopes and endless dreams; a country 
that once again lifts up its people, and inspires the world. 

Let that be our cause and our commitment and our. New Covenant. 

I end tonight where it all began for me: 
place called Hope . 

I still believe in a 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you so much, Mike Robbins. Thank you 
for your presentation. Thank you much more'for your courage and 
for your willingness to come back to work after being wounded 11 
times. A lot of Americans wouldn't do that, and we appreciate you 
for doing it. (Applause.) 

We thank you, Officer Jackson, Officer Bubalo. We thank ·the 
representatives of the Fraternal Order of Police who are here from 
Chicago and the state of Illinois, Bill Novan and Sgt. Keith 
Turney. Thank you, Commander O'Shield. I hope you don't decide to 
run for president anytime soon after that reception you got when 
you were introduced. (Laughter.) Or mayor (laughter) - - or 
anything else. (Laughter and applause.) 

I want to thank Mark Karlin for what he said and for his long 
and often lonely battle against handgun violence. (Applause.) 

The First Lady and I are delighted to be here with you today. 
I do want to introduce just one person of the many who came with me 
today because he carries on our part of the bargain fighting for 
law enforcement and against violence in Washington Under 
Secretary of the Treasury Ron Noble, who is back here with me. 
Ron, stand up. Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

I thank Superintendent Rodriquez for his outstanding 
leadership. Senator, thank you for what you said and for what you 
have done. To all the other distinguished officials who are here, 
I thank you. I want to say a special word of thanks to the Mayor 
for his leadership and for his willingness to roll up his sleeves 
and actually solve problems. (Applause.) 

You know, I like listening to the Mayor talk because he never 



tries to be flowering, he just says- what he has to say. 
(Laughter.) But when he gets finished talking, you don't have any 
doubt about what he just said. (Laughter.) And I like it because 
he's interested in doing things and giving other people the power 
to do things and bringing people together. That means a lot to me. 
We need more in Washington of what you have here in Chicago and in 
this Austin neighborhood. (Applause.) 

I thank the other dignitaries who are here. Congressman, 
Bishop, thank you for coming. And ladies and gentlemen, I want to 
say a special word of thanks to some young people who are here from 
the "I Have A Dream" Program and the AmeriCorps volunteers who are 
working with them. Where are they? They're over there. 
(Applause. ) 

The 11 I Have A Dream 11 Program was founded in New York by a 
friend ·of Hillary's and mine named Eugene Lange, who believed that 
if you would reach young people in grade school and tell them that 
if they they'd stay in school and stay off drugs and make their 
grades, you'd guarantee them that they could go all the way through 
college. That's what the "I Have A Dream" Program is about. And 
those kids in this neighborhood are part of that, and our national 
service program is helping. And I'm proud of them. (Applause.) 

Ladies and gentlemen, it's already been said by Officer 
Robbins and others, but really this award ought to be given today 
to the officer who was killed here just a few months ago, Daniel 
Doffyn -- and to his partner, Mike Robbins; and his partner; and to 
all those who are willing to put their lives upon the. line. 

You heard the Superintendent say it a moment ago, but Officer 
Doffyn and his partner, Officer Bubalo, were standing just where we 
stand today, getting ready to go to work when they heard a call on 
the radio that said men were breaking into an apartment building 
just across the str,eet. They were rookie officers who answered the 
call. They found gang members from another neighborhood who had 
come to disrupt this neighborhood. They were stopping one of the 
suspects when another came upon them. He murdered Officer Doffyn. 
He critically wounded his partner. He did it with a Tec-9 
semiautomatic -- one of the weapons banned in·the 1994 crime bill. 
(Applause.) 

Officer Doffyn was like me in one important respect, the most 
important of all -- he had a daughter, an eight-year-old daughter 
who now will have to live with the memory of her father and his 
sacrifice. 

When we talk about these issues and the decisions we ought to 
make on them, we' re a long way, in Washington, D. C., from the 
streets of Austin neighborhood. We'd be a lot better off if we had 
to vote on issues in front of the place where the police officer 
was killed. (Applause.) 

I know that even from the worst tragedies some good can 



spring. After the awful, awful bombing in Oklahoma City a lot of 
the meanness went out of America, and we all began to ask ourselves 
again, what can we do to do a better job for our country; what can 
we do to reach across the lines that are dividing us; what can we 
do to minimize the hatred and extremism in our own country? 

I'm told that after Officer Doffyn was killed, children from 
Howe Elementary School across the street came to the police station 
to their favorite police officers were safe, and that some of the 
officer took the children home in squad cars to reassure them and 
make sure they were okay. Now, outside this neighborhood that 
might surprise some people, but I've learned enough from the Mayor 
and others about what you're doing here to know that you've been 
working for a long time to build that kind of community. 

Your mission statement I wish every neighborhood in 
American had a mission statement -- your mission statement says you 
want to make the neighborhoods safe, prosperous, secure, productive 
and proud. That's what I want for America. (Applause.) 

In this officer -- in this neighborhood the words community 
and policing mean the same thing because the men and women of the 
15th are the community and they understand that the best ·way to 
lower the crime rate is to prevent crime, to stop it from happening 
in the first place. (Applause.) They are working with you to set 
up a drug court to help people who get in trouble find a way to get 
out of trouble and go on to productive lives, not just go to 
prison. (Applause.) They are working with you to reach out to 
your children, to help them stay off drugs and stay out of gangs. 
They are watching out for you as you watch out for one another. 

So many of you have taken responsibility for this neighborhood 
and your lives, and you are getting results. Crime is down across 
the board. I drove through these streets today and I saw homes, 
schools, businesses, churches, police stations, all doing their 
part to keep you safe and pull you together. 

Despite the sadness that we all feel today, you should all be 
very proud. And you should be committed to keeping this 
community strong and saving the lives and futures of these 
children. 

When I ran for President I promised that I would do everything 
I could to help you in this effort. Part of it was try to restore 
the economy and bring opportunity to places that had been too long 
denied them, which is why I worked with the Mayor and others to put 
an empowerment zone in Chicago, to try to prove that we could bring 
jobs and incomes and a future to people. (Applause.) 

But a big part of it was just trying to restore a simple sense 
of security to people who work hard and obey the law and are doing 
the best with their own lives. The Mayor referred to this and 
Senator Simon knows it well because he was there for the whole time 
-- but the Congress actually debated a crime bill for six years 
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without doing anything about it, because there was always some 
political objection on right or the left for getting together and 
doing something that would make a lot of sense at the grass-roots 
level a long way from Washington. 

Well, we passed the crime bill, and it was largely written by 
the police officers of America. And it had a requirement that we 
put 100,000 more police on the street, a· 20-percent increase of 
people walking the beat, working in the neighborhoods, helping to 
prevent crime in the first place. (Applause.) 

I can tell you, that bill just passed late last year, but we 
are already -- we already have given law enforcement agencies in 
this country enough grants to hire more than 20,000 new police. 
We're moving ahead of schedule to do that. 

The second thing we did was to try and give law enforcement 
and community officials the tools they need to help save kids -- to 
give children something to say yes to, as well as something to say 
no to. The law enforcement people in this country knew that we 
needed tougher punishment, we needed greater protection. We passed 
the three strikes and you're out law. We passed the law 
strengthening the death penalty provisions, especially for people 
who kill law enforcement officers in the line of duty. But we also 
did what the law enforcement officers told us to do, which is to 
give them and community activists the tools to reach children 
early, to get them on the right path in life to give them 
schools, and jobs, and opportunities and a future. (Applause.) 

And, yes, we took on the gun issue. And I want to say a 
little more about that in a minute, but it's been mentioned already 
-- we passed the Brady law, which requires people to wait five days 
while we check the criminal and mental health histories of people 
who want to buy handguns, unless there is a computerized instant 
record check in place in a state. And we did ban 19 kinds of 
assault weapons, and any identical copycats that might be made of 
them, for the obvious reasons you know. 

I'll never forget -- Mayor, you probably remember this -- but 
we came here in 1994 and we ~at at a panel in which people from 
your health care institutions told us that the mortality rate from 
gunshot wounds was dramatically increasing because the average 
victim had more bullets in his body when they showed up at the 
hospital. Why? Because of these assault weapons. I learned that 
in a hearing in Chicago from people who make a living working in 
emergency rooms, seeing people like Officers Robbins and Jackson 
every day. So, yes, we did that. 

And as 
more thing 
legislation 
(Applause.) 

we remember Officer Dof fyn, I say there is at least one 
we must do. Today I am announcing support for 
that will ban armor-piercing bullets of all kinds. 

Senator Simon referred to what we are trying to keep -- and 



he's right, we do ban some kinds of armor-piercing bullets, thanks 
to him others. But you need to know the law is written, in my 
opinion, in the wrong way. Today the law is written to ban 
ammunition based on what it's made of. If it contains certain 
materials, then it's off the street. 

Now, that's a good thing, but it's not good enough because 
clever people have figured out how to design ammunition made from 
common materials that do just as much damage. Th.is legislation 
will change that. It will see to it that we judge ammunition not 
based on what it's made of, but based on how much harm it can do. 
That should be the test. (Applause.) And the test should be 
simple and straightforward. If a bullet can rip through a 
bulletproof vest like a knife through hot butter,then it ought to 
be history. We should ban it. (Applause.) 

Many members of the United States Congress Senator 
Moynihan, Senator Eiden, Bradley, Cole, Congressman Schumer from 
New York -- have joined Senator Simon and others for a long time in 
trying to deal with these issues. Now, I know this will be 
controversial among some, just like the Brady Bill was, just like 
the assault weapons ban was. But I want to tell you something, 
folks. There's a reason that I decided that I should be the first 
President ever to take on these issues while in off ice rather than 
later. (Laughter and applause.) And I say that -- I'm grateful 
for the support we've received. from former Presidents. I'm 
grateful that Ronald Reagan stood up for the Brady Bill and Jim 
Brady. I am grateful that President Bush resigned from the NRA 
when they called federal officials "jack-booted thugs." We should 
applaud them. (Applause.) We should applaud them. 

But I want you to know the reason I decided to do it, apart 
from just -- first of all, I was sick and tired of reading stories 
about young children in tough neighborhoods who were straight-A 
students, being gunned down standing by bus stops. I got tired of 
reading that. (Applause.) You know, I got tired of reading all 
these high school kids and junior high school kids thinking about 
what kind of funerals they were going to have because they knew so 
many kids had been shot. I got tired of reading about it. 

But there's another reason. I come from a place where more 
than half the people live in towns of 10,000 or less, where more 
than half the people have never been to a city as big as Chicago, 
and more than half the people have a hunting or a fishing licence, 
or both. When I was -- long before I was a teenager, I had fired 
a .22 at cans and birds in bird season. I grew up thinking of guns 
as a part of my culture and not something evil or bad that would 
ever be used to kill people. 

I understand the kind of folks who have formed the basis of a 
lot of the opposition to this gun legislation because they never 
see what you live with every day. They literally don't experience 
it. So I understood that. But you know, what my position is -- is 
very different. I don't think this is -- I don't think the Brady 



Bill or the assault weapons ban or the cop killer bullet 
legislation is about the right to keep and bear arms. I think it's 
about whether we, as Americans, are willing -- those of us who are 
law-abiding -- to undergo some minor inconveniences so we can solve 
our problems together and keep our kids alive and have a safer 
future and be fair to our police officers. That's what this is 
about. (Applause.) 

And it's interesting, you know, most of the people who oppose 
the Brady Bill and oppose the assault weapons ban, they don't mind 
walking through an airport metal detector. But I'm old enough to 
remember when those metal detectors were first put in when you walk 
through an airport. Now, we don't think about it today, do we? 
Even though most of us would never consider carrying a gun on an 
airplane, much less a bomb, we go through the metal detectors and 
we don't think anything about i~. Why? Because it is a minor 
sacrifice to get on a safe airplane. 

There was a decision made by the Supreme Court the other day 
that's somewhat controversial, but I support it. I want to tell 
you about it because it's the same point. The Supre~e Court said 
it was all right for a school district to require young people who 
wanted to be on the football team to undergo drug testing -- not 
because we think most kids are bad, they're not; not because most 
of them are using drugs, they're not; but because drugs are tearing 
the heart out of the children of America. (Applause.) It is a 
privilege to play on a sports team or be in the school band or do 
anything else like that. And it is a minor inconvenience for young 
people to take a stand to help to get drugs out of our schools. 
(Applause.) 

Now, that what I think about this. So I say to all the people 
who own guns and don't. feel like they're ever going to do anything 
wrong, and just want us to punish criminals, it is no big deal if 
you have to wait a few days to get the next handgun. You will 
survive. And it's a good thing. (Applause.) 

And I say to all the people who love to hunt and shoot in 
shooting contests, you will be able to do it, and you will find a 
way to do it even without the Tec-9s. It's worth it to get the 
uzis out of the high schools and off the streets, and the bullets 
out of the bodies of these police officers we celebrate today. It 
is worth it. (Applause.) It is worth it. (Applause.) 

Nobody is interfering with your right to hunt or to enter into 
any kind of sporting contest or to do whatever else you want to do. 
But this is a minor, minor change that's good for all of us. And 
sooner or later, those of us who live in disparate areas of the 
country with different experiences have got to realize we have 
common obligations to the d. And everybody in the 
sma est rura amlet in my state is going to be better off if kids 
don't get killed on the streets of Chicago, and police officers 
don't get gunned down because we got rid of assault weapons and we 
got rid of cop-killer bullets. We're going to be better off if 



that happens. 

And, you know, let me just say one other thing to everybody 
who objects to this today. I'm almost 50 years old; I have never 
seen a deer, a duck, or a wild turkey wearing a Kevlar vest in my 
life. You do not need -- (laughter and applause) -- you do not 
need these bullets. (Applause.) 

So I ask you all to support this. I ask you to oppose the 
efforts of the lobbies in Washington to lift the ban on assault 
weapons. I ask you to oppose their efforts to roll back the Crime 
Bill, oppose their efforts to keep us from getting all these 
horrible police-killing bullets out of our lives; and, as Senator 
Simon said, op~ose their efforts to ind~scriminately say all felons 
can have their guns back. 

We live in the freest nation the world has ever known, because 
over 219 years, we have found ways to agree on discipline, 
restraint and order to preserve our liberty. And all all 
systems of discipline, restraint and order affect the law-abiding 
an the lawless equally. That is the point. 

So I ask you all today to remember that. I accept this award 
today, even though I don't feel like I deserve it, because I just 
did my duty. And I knew because of my childhood and the life I 
live and the state I governed what the issues were, what the stakes 
were, and what the forces in play were in this battle over the 
Brady Bill, the assault weapons ban, and the cop-killer bullet 
issue. 

Most of the people on the other side of this issue are good 
people. But they don't have your experience. And it is time for 
them to think about you. It is time for them to make minor 
concessions so that you can have major advances in safety, in 
security, in the future of your children and the security of your 
police officers, in the Austin neighborhood in Chicago, Illinois, 
and throughout the United States of America. It is time for us to 
pull together on this issue and do the right thing. (Applause.) 

Abraham Lincoln, who saved our Republic, said something very 
important in his first inaugural. When the country was coming 
apart at the seams over the issue of slavery, and we were headed 
smack-dab into a Civil War, and when half the people in the country 
hated him and he'd been elected President with only 39 percent of 
the vote, he had the understanding to say, we are not enemies, but 
friends. We must not be enemies. 

So I say to you today, my friends: Let us stand up for the 
future of our children. Let·us stand up for the security of our 
police forces and their ability to work with us. And let us say to 
those who disagree, we ask you for a minor contribution to a major 
public good -- let us not be enemies, but friends. 

Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause.) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you so much, Dr. Khedar. 
Thank you, Dr. Ahuja. And thank you, Dr. Lalmalani, for that 
terrific speech. I was just sitting here watching you speak with 
such energy and enthusiasm. And I was thinking to myself, I hope 

.he stays in medicine and out of politics until I'm through. 
(Laughter and applause.) 

Dr. Rupani, thank you for welcoming us to Illinois. 
To my good friend, B.K. Agnihotri, it's good to see you, and out 
of the South, where we normally see each other. 

We're delighted here with the presence of the Indian 
Health Minister, Minister Anthulay. Thank you very much for 
coming from such a long way. (Applause.) 

And I am especially delighted to see the Indian 
Ambassador to the United States, Mr. Ambassador Ray. Thank you 
so much. (Applause.) Thank you. We're delighted to see you. 
(Applause.) 

As I think all of you know, I have been very 
interested in education and in health care for a long time. But 
I must say I was certainly humbled when young Dr. Ambotti 
(phonetic) was introduced. (Laughter.) At 17 years old -­
(applause.) Then it was whispered in my ear that his brother 
became a doctor at the ripe old age of 19. (Laughter.) Is that 
right? There he is. (Applause.) He was so old he hardly had 
any years left to practice at 19. (Laughter.) 

That's remarkable. You know, when I was elected 
governor at 32, they said I was too young. (Laughter and 
applause.) When I was a college professor at 26, they said I was 
too young. When I was elected the third youngest president at 
the age of 46, they said I was too young. Where were you guys 
when I needed you? (Laughter and applause.) Well, your families 
and your friends and, indeed, all of us should be very, very 
proud. And congratulations to you, to both of you. (Applause.) 

I· know that Hillary would want me also to say, since 



I am the one doing the speaking today, that she and our Chelsea 
, had a magnificent time on their trip to India and, indeed, 

throughout South Asia. (Applause.) As I said to your Board of 
Directors a few moments ago, they came home ladened with 
photographs, with films, with books, with all kinds of gifts. 
You could go to some places in the White House and some corners, 
and all of you would think you were back home. You would not 
even recognize -- (laughter) -- that you were in the President's 
residence. 

But it was a remarkable experience for her, a 
transforming experience for our daughter, and a great learning 
experience for me by extension. I can also say I am very, very 
proud of the strengthening relationships between the United 



(applause) -- and doing it by putting 200 Americans in military 
uniform on the ground in Haiti to speak Creole because they were 
Haitian Americans? That's the great thing about this country. 
(Applause.) 

We are a land and set of ideas and convictions. We 
are not a single ethnic group. That is the magic of our 
democracy. We are a land and we are a single set of convictions 
routed in the simple but powerful words of our Constitution and 
its Bill of Rights, and our devotion to freedom and to 
competition and to openness. That is our meal ticket to the 
future. That is what will make it possible for us, not only to 
succeed economically, but to live in harmony, if we can be 
faithful to it. And that has been the purpose of my presidency. 

Now, what I want to say to you today is to echo a 
few words that your leader just spoke. We are having a great 
debate in the United States today, largely because we are at the 
end of the Cold War, largely because we are in a new economic 
time, largely because all these change have forced Americans both 
to change the way they live and work and to try to think of how 
we should organize ourselves into the future. 

And there are many people in the Nation's Capital 
who believe something that I think a lot of you do not believe. 
And that's one of the reasons I'm here. They say, and many of 
them who disagree with me would use you as an example -- a good 
example -- they would say all of the problems in America today 
are personal problems, individual failures; they are cultural 
problems. Why, if everybody would just wake up tomorrow and work 
hard and have a good family, we wouldn't have any other problems. 
And they would say if they were here arguing, they would say, 
look at all those Indian doctors and their families, ~ho come to 
our country -- many people come to our country without any money 
at all and they become very successful. Why? Because they work 
like crazy and they have good family values and they transmit 
them to their children. (Applause.) 

And I agree with that. I mean, I agree with that. 
By definition -- you know, no one can become anything just 
because someone else gave them something. We all have to work 
and build ourselves inside. That is true -- at one level that is 
true. 

But then they take another step. And that is the 
debate in Washington with which I do not agree. The next step is 
if all of our problems are personal and cultural and can be 
solved by people working harder and having stronger families, we, 
therefore, have no problems that are economic, political and 
social. And therefore, there is nothing for us to do together. 
No public response required. No governmental action required. 
Now, that is what I don't agree with. 

Our country became the strongest in the world after 
World War II and grew the biggest middle class in the world after 
World War II because we recognized that our challenge was both 
personal and public. And when the soldiers came home after the 
second world war and built the America that many of you wished to 
come to, they did it because the Congress passed something called 



the G.I. Bill of Rights, which enabled them to go to school; to 
buy a home for the first time; that gave us over two-thirds of 
our people owning their own home, something unheard of in 
virtually any country in the world, because there was public 
action. So we had personal responsibility and public action. 

When you go out and practice medicine to people who 
don't have ~ny way to see a doctor, ·unless you see them and you 
get paid because of Medicare or Medicaid, that's personal 
responsiblity by you and public action by your country. And so 
what I say to you is that this debate, which I, too, want you to 
be a part of, about the future of health care, is one facet of 



this huge debate we're having in America today about how we're 
going to organize ourselves for the future. 

And I believe America should come down firmly on the 
side of saying, yes, we have to have more personal responsibility 
and family strength, but we also need to face our problems 
together, because we cannot solve the education problem unless we 
solve it together. We cannot solve the crime problem unless 
we're all willing to make some sacrifices to solve it together. 
We certainly cannot solve the health care problem if we let every 
individual in America go his or her own way. We're going to have 
a lot of older people and a lot of innocent children in dire 
straits in America. We need to do some things together. That is 
the way we're going to succeed in the 21st century, by working 
together. (Applause.) 

on health care alone, let me just make a few 
observations. We have a big problem in America with our budget 
deficit. You all know that. What I want you to know is just how 
big a problem it is and where it's located. Our budget would be 
in balance today but for the interest we pay on the debt we ran 
up in the 12 years before I became President. (Applause.) It 
would be in balance today. (Applause.) Not only that, it's 
still such a big problem that next year the interest we pay on 
that debt will be larger than our defense budget. 

We have not increased anything much in our budget in 
the last few years except Medicare and Medicaid had been growing 
at two and three times, sometimes more than three times, the rate 
of inflation. Part of that is because more people have been 
going onto the program. Part of that is because as older people 
live longer and longer and ·longer, they have to access medical 
services more and more, as many of you know. 

But the truth is, if we are going to have money in 
the United States Treasury to invest in education, to invest in 
technology, to invest in medical research, something you all 
believe in, we are going to have to reduce this -- did it come 
on? Is it on? What about now? Can you hear me in the back? 

AUDIENCE: Yes! 

THE PRESIDENT: Someone said, no, and I'm sure glad. 
(Laughter.) Well, anyway, I'll talk louder and we'll do the best 
we can. Something happened to it. I didn't touch it. It just 
happened. (Laughter.) Eventually they'll get it back. 

If we're going to do this, we're going to have to 
bring that deficit down, which means as Dr. Lalmalani said, we're 
going to have to change the way we do health care. But there is 
a huge difference in making a deliberate change over a reasonable 
period of time and just cutting the budget out of Medicare and 
Medicaid to meet an arbitrary date to balance the budget for an 
arbitrary huge tax cut to a lot of folks who don't need that as 
much as they need a country with good health care, strong 
education, safe streets, and a balanced budget. (Applause.) 

What I want to say to you is, yes, we will have to 
slow the growth of Medicare and Medicaid, but we should do it in 



a fair way. If you balance the budget in 10 years instead of 
seven, if you have a much smaller tax cut and you target it to 
the things we already said we believed in -- child rearing and 
education, if we involve the physicans and other health care 
professionals in our country in making the decisions instead of 
just making arbitrary cuts in these medical costs, we can get 
where we need to go as country and still provide decent health 
care, and still provide a good quality of life, and not divide 
our people even further by income and by region and by race. 
(Applause.) Now, that's what we can do. (Applause.) 

A lot of you know this because of your own practice, 



but if we cut too much without understanding the circumstances, 
we will isolate more elderly people, we will isolate more racial 
minorities, we will disadvantage more young children who will 



suffer intellectually because of the health care they don't have 
when they're very young. So this is a very important part of 
rebuilding America. (Noise from microphone.) Better none at all 
than that. (Laughter.) 

So I say to you -- in the next four or five months, 
we will chart a major part of America's health care course for 
the future. And my commitment to you is, I will work with you. 
I do not want to see these decisions made without working with 
you. (Applause.) Thank you. (Applause.) 

But keep in mind, the health care debate is an 
example of the larger debate I talked to you about. And you can 
have a huge impact on members of Congress in both parties if you 
simply show up and say: Look, I know America first and foremost 
is a place where individual effort and family values count. 
That's why I am successful. But I live in the real America -­
not in Washington, D.C. And I know we need a public response to 
society's problems if more people are going to become like me. 
That's what I want you to say to the Congress. (Applause.) And 
you can do that. (Applause.) 

And then I want you to be involved. And I want you 
to say, don't wait until the day before you pass this budget to 
point out what the changes will be in Medicare and Medicaid. 
Let's say it well in advance. Don't wait until one day or two 
days or even a week before and then jam it through. Let's say 
right now, if we're going to cut Medicare and Medicaid projected 
expenditures by the amount you say, what changes will be made in 
Medicare and Medicaid. Then let us tell you -- I don't want 
anybody to get hysterical or angry or anything. Let us tell you 
what the consequences of those changes will be. And then let's 
work together to do something that is good for America. We 
should do what is right here. 

And it is not necessary -- I will say again -- it is 
not necessary to dramatically undermine Medicare and Medicaid. 
It is not necessary to hurt defenseless children or elderly 
people who don't have enough to live on as it is to balance the 
budget. We do not have to do that. (Applause.) It is certainly 
not necessary to undermine the practice. It is not -- also, it 
is not necessary to undermine the integrity of the doctor-patient 
relationship. It is not necesary. (Applause.) 

And I certainly agree with you. I think -- I am all 
for managed care plans if people voluntarily join then, and if 
every physician who is willing to meet the requirements of the 
plan has a chance to practice to maintain choice for consumers. 
(Applause.) 

So I want to make this point again. This budget 
debate, because it's part of a larger social debate, can empower 
all of you as citizens far beyond voting, contributing to 
candidates, being active in political campaigns. This budget 
debate can empower you because every one of you can be heard by 
your member of Congress. And you can say: I accept what you're 
saying that our problems require harder work, more discipline, 
stronger families. But it is not enough. It also requires us to 
work together. And I want to be heard in the health care debate. 



And I want you to enable America to balance the budget and meet 
its responsibilities to bring us together and move us forward. 
(Applause.) If you'll do that, I'll be grateful. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 2:01 P.M. CDT 



REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
OPENING CEREMONIES OF THE 1995 SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD GAMES 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
JULY 1, 1995 

Thank you, Loretta Claiborne for that gracious introduction. 
Loretta is a remarkable person. She is setting a great example 
!or all young people in this country and around the world. I am 
certainly impressed that she has competed in 25 marathons. And I 
am also pleased that in these games, she is representing Team 
Pennsylvania in one of my favorite sports -- bowling. 

Let me also take this opportunity to recogniie a very special 
person ... the founder of these games, Eunice Shriver. Three 
decades ago, most people looked at people with intellectual 
disabilities as victims. Eunice Shriver saw vast potential. She 
has worked tirelessly to tap that potential and to empower 
individuals and their families to make the most of their lives. 
Thank you, Eunice for lighting the way. And for making Special 
Olympics truly a family affair. Your husband, Sargent has been 
the creative force behind the world-wide growth of Special 
Olympics. And your son, Timothy has done an outstanding job as 
president of these 1995 games. 

I also want to thank the chairman of these games, Lowell Weicker, 
who continues to serve his country and this state with great 
energy and commitment. 

Tonight, I have the very great honor of representing the American 
people in officially opening the 1995 Special Olympics World 
Games. And I join leaders from around the globe in 
congratulating all the athletes gathered here. 

This year's world games are being called the "Games of 
Inclusion." And with athletes from all over the world standing 
here with me, it is easy to see that we have fulfilled that 
purpose. 

From its beginnings in the United States 27 years ago, the 
Special Olympics has grown to include more than 144 countries on 
6 continents. Nations, large and small, are represented here 
and are welcomed as equals. 

The Games of Inclusion have brought together people of every 
race, every color and creed, every faith in a joyful celebration 
of peaceful competition, goodwill and the triumph of the human 
spirit. The world can learn a lesson from all of you. You are 
teaching us that we don't have a person to waste. You are 
teaching us that the very survival of this planet depends on our 
ability to reach out across continents, cultures, and human 
differences to unleash the God-given potential that lies within 
us all. There is no more powerful message we can send to the 

1 



world than that. 

People with intellectual disabilitiei have shown us in so many 
ways that when they are afforded the same rights and 
opportunities as every other citizen, they can excel. I am 
heartened that the world community is recognizing this more and 
more. We forget sometimes how far we have come in such a short 
time. It has only been five years since we passed the Americans 
with Disabilities Act in this country -- requiring that people 
be treated on the basis of their abilities, not their 
disabilities. It was only 20 years ago that America passed a law 
guaranteeing children with disabilities the right to attend 
public schools. And this wee~, on the 50th anniversary of the 
United Nations, that august body convened the first international 
symposium on intellectual disabilities. 

But, our work is not yet done. As John F. Kennedy once said, 
''The rights of every man are diminished when the rights of one 
man ~re threatened.'' So, tonight, I challenge every citizen of 
the world to be an olympic champion. Be a champion for 
inclusion. · Be a champion for equal rights. Be a champion for 
dignity. 

As these athletes prepare to give us their best, we should all 
rededicate ourselves to living up to the highest ideals of the 
human spirit. 

[NOW SPEAKING DIRECTLY TO THE ATHLETES] 

So by all means ... let the games begin. 

With each of you athletes knowing that you not only have our love 
and support, but our admiration. 

I hereby declare the 1995 Special Olympics World Games officially 
open! 

Thank you. 
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HOWEVER WE ANSWER THE CALL TO SEllVICE, EACH OF US WHO SE~VES 

The r.:all to service is different for each 
of us. For some, service means simply 
working hard and hctlping'out family and 
friends in time6 of need. For others it 
means working together thr~ugh volun­
teer organizations: feeding the homeless 
at a local soup kitchen wich a church 
group; distributing blankets and medicine 
after a Rood with the American Red 
Cross; teaching leadership and values to 
young people through the Boys Scours 
and Girl Seout11 of Atnerica; or working 

with local police departments to hdp 
make neighborhoods safer. For still oth­
ers, the call to service has demanded a 
full-time comm.itment-:-whether as 
teachers or caregivel'll or as servicemen 
and womtn. However we answer the c:all 
to service, each of us who serves feds tied 
ro our comnu,uuiy, grat~fi.il for what it has 
given us, an_d responsible for giving some­
, thing back. 

Of all the progress my administration 
has made toward helping hard-working 
Americans, the one ac:r.nmplishmcnt of 
which I am most proud - and the one 
rhat draws most directly on my George· 
rown University c:duL;iliun - is creating 

the AmeriCorps national service prn­
gram. AmcriCorps gives young citizens 
the opporrunity to serve their country and 
t:•lrn an education in return. It demands 
re~ults :a.nd. gets thing.i done. An indepen­
dent firm recently compleced a survey of 
8 percent of AmeriCorps' sites selected 
at random. Over the fin;~ live mu11Lh:;, 
among hundrt:ds of other accomplish-

.,, 
FEE LS TIED TO OUR COMMUN ITV, GRATEFUL FOR WHAT. IT HAS 

GIVEN US, AN·D RESPONSIBLE FOR GIVING SOMETHING BACK. 

ments, these AmeriCorps Members 
taught 1,430 students; helped feed over 
S0,000 hungry people; helped 350 
lMdowners ti> ft!'.C'(W~r &om :1 Al'.lnd; plant­
ed over 200,000 trees; and taught CPR 
to 1,144 inner-city rcsidcntS. 

AmeriCorps achieves these kind~ uf 
results because it's smart government 
based on marketplace principles and lay­
ers ofintcnse competition. States com­
pete for resources and programs compete 
for AmeriCorps memben. Over 200,000 
citizens expressed interest in the 20,000 

· AmeriCorps positions this first year. 
AmeriCorps is a modd of new federal­
ism: it lees local communities identify 
their own problems and the best solutions 
to them; it enlists the support and exper­
tise of private ·sector firms like IBM and 
Timberland; a.ncl it provicks fcdernl fund­
ing without bureauo-acy. AmeriCorps 
works because it's based on simple Amer­
ican values: opportunity, responsibility 
and community. 

Sexvice creates opportunity on many 
levels. It's based on the simple premise 
that if you work hard and play by the 
rulc:s, you shoulcl have an opportunity to 
succeed. For working families just scrap­
ing by, AmeriCorps, likc military service, 
offers a chance to learn v:i.luable slcills and 
earn money for college. For the inner-dry 
child. who might never have had the 
charice to sit down and talk. wirh an adult 
who really listened. for the crime victim 
whu i5 uyiug co pic~"t: Logcthcr Nii life, or 
for rhe farmer who lost her livelihood to a 

ftood, ~rVic:e can help build a future. And 
for all of us, service presents chc opportu~ 
nity to help make nur communities safer, 
smarter, and healthier. 

At Georgetnwn, we all learned that 
while service provides opportunity, it also 
dcmand6 rc&pon:sibility. Eai:h of us is 

responsible for wurking hard, participat-:­
ing as active citizens in our democracy, 
and living by rhe rules and standards 
we ser. l am proud that the university 
rem11ini: d"~rly committed to promoting 
service and that, every semester, countl~s 
· G corgcrown sturleno; find their way in10 
public schools and hospitals and cummu­
ruty centen;. Community service remains _ 
as much a part of the Georgetown experi­
ence as studying for exams in the Pierce 
Reading room and rooting for the Hoya 
spcirt.f: tc;ims. Th~\t1s the way it ~hould 'ot. 
- and that's rhe i>pecial legacy we share as 
Georgetown alumni.· 

· The challenges our nation faces' arc 
sc:rious, in ~ome cases dire; but in no case 
ins1.1rmo\1ntahlc - if we work together. In 
folfilling our rc:sponsib~ties ~ ~itiieni;, 
we reknit the fabric of America. The 
prnfound 11.rid indelible lei:son lc:irncd 
through all types of service is th\t the 
problems of each of us arc the problems 
uf all of us. A~ it connects us to our com­
munities and to the challenges that arc 
pare of them, service l-iives us hope. Ser­
v'ke reminds us again and ~1gnin tho.r 
"this is uur place.n . 
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FR IE ND S T,O 

n INH DANG HAS STRUGGLED TO PROVIDE FOR HIR fOU• 

children, all under the age of nine, since heing abandoned by·her husband 

several years ago. 

The family lives in :i. onf:!-rooni efficiency th:lt has nn rngs and 

very little furniture. In exchange for part of the rent, a young. security 

guard sleeps on the sofa bed. Dcpcmlirig 011 the guard's work schedule, 

My, 8, and Qyan, 6, may have to curl up on ~he floor in sleeping bags. 

Two nights a week, Georgetown seniors Kara Morrow a.nd Lisa 

Roy come to the Dang home to rutor My and Ch,ian. They do this 

through the D.C. Schools Project, the university's initiative to help 

recently-arrived immigrant chilclrcn le:trn Enr;lish and adjust to life 

in the United States. 

Iu 1984, 1 hcl~J lO found the Projc:c:r, and bst winter, a:i n.c. 
Schools completed its 10th year of service, Project Director Donnie 

Broxson-(F'93) invited me ro comt: back and sec how it has fared over 

the years.That's how I met the Dangs and heard their story. 

In September 1994, Dang's three-year-old son, Luong, fell down 

the center of the building's circular staircase and plummeted four stories 

to the basement floor. Miracul~usly, he survived. But during his ~ccklong 

coma, the doctors prcdil.-tcd irreversible brain damage and paralysis. 

The calamity devastated the family and pushed them wdl beyond their 

financial means. 

The D.C. Schools Project was thtre for them. Broxson frequently 

drove the mother to Johns Hopkins University Mt:dical Center in Balti­

more. where Luong.was hospitalized for several mont~s. Tinh N~yen 

(F'95) translated for her in meetings with doctors and social service -.york­

ers. While continuing to tutor My and lb,1an, 'Mnrrnw and Roy also . · 

babysat on occasion and helped organi1.c a food drive that raised $500 in 

groceries and cash. 
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The night I visited, the children happi­
ly announced that MLuong was going tCI 

be OK" because he had mC1ved his toes for 
the first time. Their fa.ich was justified: by 
Febru•\ry, the boy had regained his mem· 
ory and most of his motor skills and was 
able to go home:. 

When he returned, several Georgetown 
srudents were on hand to cclchr:i.te. And,. 
like his older siblings, Luong now has his 
own D.C. Schools Project tutor as he 
enters a special eduC'.ilrion program. 

The Project wns the brainc:hild of 
Harold Bradley, S.J., then director of 
Gcot"gerown':i Ccuti;r for Immigration 
Policy and Refugee Assistan~c. now 
known as the Center for Inter<..'llltural 
Educ.:ariC1n and Development (CIED). In 
the fall of 1983, he had been moved by a 
W:1shingto(I Post artidc dcs:.<:ribing the 
many needs of an immigrant srudent pop­
ulation .that was growing by 25 young 
people per wcc:k. Bradley recognized that 
the future vitality of the metropolitan area 
depended, in part, on how well the public 
schools prepared these young people to 
live full and productive lives, and he 
believed chat 3 ~dre of university tut.,rs 
and mentors could help in that effort. 

ln setting up the Project, we relied on 
good C1ld common sense. We rnrrectly 
sunniscd that limiting our wnrk to day­
rimc, in-schC1ol instn1ction would prevent 
many students and potential volunteers 
from participating. So we pmpcsed send­
iog volunteers into $tudents' home:> ut 
night, bringing students to Georgetown's 
campus on Sarurdays, ~nd organizing a 
summer program. 

What we didn't expect, however, wa.~ 
'that these ideas would seem rndical to 
sc>mc ~hool officials. One educ;1tion spe-

cialist told us that the school day ends at 
3 pm "'.' period. Another said that our pro­
posal raised too many liability issues. Sev­
eral even douht~rl the studcntS' drive and 
the turors' competence. 

Eventually. we found leaders in the 
~icy':; Office of Bilingual Education who 
were willing to work harder and do more 
to help children. In February 1984, with 
the strong support of bilingual education 
teachers at Francis Junior High School 
n~:i:r Dupont C~!e, we sent home 
notices to 40 families offering in-home 
and Saturday tutoring. 

Even afrer 10 years, many of our first 
students remain vivid in my mind. 

There was Ed~rdo, a roly-poly eighth 
grader who bussed tables and always 
made us laugh. There was Sylvia, a 14-
year-old from n troubled fumily1 who 
decided on her own to enroll in a 
Catholic school and work for tuition. 
There were Samuel and Jo~ - good kids 
who kepr their distance and whom we 

finally reached through Sunday night 
soc:cer games on the roofofYares. And 
there were Brenda. Gl1>ria and Rosa, 
tccnagc::ra who were ..,11t;1;ionare abciur 
sharing their culture and made papu.ras 
for my ~ing-away party. · 

These kids had big hearts - but they 
also faced big hW"dles. 

English pmnciency was their most 

obvious need, but other challenges were 
jusr as great - culnire shock. homesick­
nc:s:s, the fear of w!Jan violence :ind · 
fatigue from caring for younger siblings 
while also going to school all contributed 
to their d:i.ily struggles. Some of the chil­
dren also left their native countries und.er 

· traumatic circumstances, losing "'lativc:~ 
to death squads or being fon::ed to say 
wrenching goodbyes to loved ones. 
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No one can solve such problems for 
another person. But anyone can tap into 
the great spirit of newly arrived funilies ' 
:ind hr:lr C'hiJdren devcl()p skills and am..! 

tudes that will serve them well in l.if e. 
And thar's what we tried to do. 

Recently I tracked down a few of our 
first students. I was thrilled to learn that 
not only had. thc:y succeeded in life - they 
viewed D.C. Schools as an imponant fac­
ror in their success. Marta Ferman. now 
24, rcma.in11 dn~e friends with her former 
tutor, Jenny Hess (SU.:85, G'90). A junior 
srudying international businei>s and Span­
i~h at the University of Maryland, Mana 
is the first in her family to go to college. "l 
feel like the program did so much for me," 
she says. "My parents think ofJc~ny as a 
special person. If anybody compliments 
me, my mother ~ll)'"$ it's all bc..:~1wic of 
Jenny." 

Another is Maria Calixto, also 24, 
whose tutor.; were Karen Herrling (C'84) 
and Ali Riker (C'86). Maria graduated in 
the top 10 percent of hc:r clasi; at Cardozo 
High School and is now srudying b1llliness 
at the Univel'l:lity of the Distri<..'t of Colum­
hi1t :.i.t night while '"'•~rkini; full rime ;as ii 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you for that 
wonderful, wonderful welcome. It is great to be back in Montana, and 
great to have that kind of reception. I know it's hot -- (laughter) 
and I was thinking you might just feel the need to stand up and down to 
keep cool. (Laughter.) 

I want to thank the Billings High School Band. Didn't they do a 
good job on "Hail to the Chief"? (Applause.) Thank you, Chancellor 
Sexton, for making me feel at home. Thank you, Governor Racicot, for 
coming out here and meeting me at the airport and coming over to be with 
us here.. I have -- I was a governor for 12 years, and I served with 150 
other governors. Most of my friends in Arkansas thought that I just 
couldn't get another job. (Laughter.) 

But in a lot of ways, it was the best job I ever had. At least 
you could know people and they knew you. And because I come from a 
state that's a little bigger than Montana but not much -- more populous, 
but smaller -- and I always loved being governor. Three people I served 
with are also here today, and I'd like to introduce them -- the Governor 
of Colorado, Roy Romer; the former Governor of Wyoming, Mike Sullivan, 
and your former Governor, Ted Schwinden. They're all over here with me. 
(Applause.) 

I hate to tell Governor Racicot this, but when we started, 
Governor Romer and Governor Schwinden and I didn't have any gray hair, 
and Governor Sullivan had lots of hair. (Laughter.) Congressman 
Williams, thank you for your wonderful introduction and for your 
incredible enthusiasm, and for occasionally playing golf with me. 
(Laughter.) 

I'd also like to say a special word of appreciation to Senator 
Baucus who is not here, but who has given me a lot of good advice over 



time, and I've been better off when I've taken it than when I've ignored 
it. (Laughter.) I also want to tell you, I'm glad to be here at this 
campus. You know, the last time I was here, I appeared at the other 
college. So this is sort of equal time, and I thank you for giving me a 
chance to give you equal time. {Applause.) 

I feel very much at home here. I was saying before I became 
president, for 12 years I was Governor of Arkansas, and I knew everybody 
and everybody knew me, and they called me by my first name, and even my 
enemies smiled when they saw me. And if people were· mad at me, they 
told me to. my face, but they didn't have to hear it indirectly from 
somebody else; we all really knew what was going on. 

And one of the most frustrating things about being president is, 
with 260 million people in this country and so many intermediaries 
between you and the White House and the people out where they live, it's 
hard to know sometimes -- I mean, look, half the· time when. I see the 
evening news, I wouldn't be for me, either. (Laughter.) So I'm glad to 
be back at a place where we can be directly involved and know the truth, 
right? (Applause.) 

I'd also like to thank my friends from the American Indian 
tribes from Montana for coming today -- thank you very much; I'm glad to 
see you. (Applause.) I see another person from Montana back in 
Washington from time to time that some of you know and all of you must 
admire very greatly, Senator Mike Mansfield. (Applause.) 

You know, he's ninety-some-odd now, and he still gets out and 
walks every day, and he's still just as blunt and straightforward as he 
ever was. About a year and a half ago, we had a ceremony in the Rose 
Garden at the White House, naming former Vice President Mondale to be 
the Ambassador to ·Japan. And Mike Mansfield showed up, because they had 
served together in the Senate. I saw him back there, and I thought, 
well, I'll just mention that Mike's here, and he's probably gone out and 
had his walk for the day, and he'll like that. So I said, "And I see 
Senator and former Ambassador to Japan, Mike Mansfield in the back, and 
I'll bet he's already walked his five miles today." And there was total 
quiet before they started applauding, and he said, "Seven.'' (Laughter.) 

When. I was a young man in college in Washington, I worked for my 
senator, Senator Fulbright, who served with Mike Mansfield and who just 
died at the age of 90, just before his 90th birthday. And when I showed 
up in Washington, he was 87. And the day befor·e he had lunch ·with me, 
he'd had lunch with Mike Mansfield, and Mike Mansfield said, "Now, Bill, 
how old are you again?" And he said, "I'm 87." And Senator Mansfield 
said, "Oh, to be 87 again." (Laughter.) I say that to tell you he's 
still in real good shape, and you can still be very proud of him. 

Ted Schwinden and I were laughing as I was coming in here today. 
Ten years ago this summer, my family and I came here to Montana and 
spent the night in the Governor's Mansion and got up the next morning 
about 4:30 a.m. and piled into a helicopter to explore the wildlife of 
the Missouri River area where you have the wildlife refuge, then we got 
on a rail line and went from Cutback all the way to Whitefish, except we 



weren't in a railcar, we were in one of those blazers that has the 
attachments to the rails. 

Now, I thought I had been in remote circumstances and rough 
~onditions -- (laughter) -- but we went over a gorge that was about 300 
feet high in a blazer on a narrow set of railroad tracks, and I wasn't 
nearly as courageous as I thought I was. But I still remember how 
beautiful it was all the way down in that gorge and how well -I could see 
it. (Laughter.) 
We went to Glacier National Park, we stayed on a little lake and a lodge 
I think that's now closed. It was one of the great experiences that our 
family has had together, ever, in our whole life, and I'm always 
grateful for that. 

Tomorrow, I'm going to have a town hall meeting here, and we're 
going to bring in all kinds of people with things they want to say about 
what they think the national government should be doing, and a bunch of 
them are going to say things they think we ought to stop doing, and I'm 
just going to listen and then try to respond. 

Tonight, what I'd like to do is to tell you a little bit about 
why I ran for president and what I've tried to do, where we are now and 
some things that are going on in Washington that I think very much 
affect you and your future. And I want you to think about it and then 
just tell your elected representatives what you think about it. I wish 
it were possible for this kind of atmosphere to.be recreated all across 
America, and for people to see and feel the kind of informal 
communication and openness that I feel here. 

I ran for this job because, frankly, I was worried about the 
direction of our country, and in 1992 we were in a recession, we'd had 
the lowest job growth rate since the Depression, we'd had almost 15 
years then -- actually more -- of stagnant incomes for most Americans. 
I can now tell you that for the last 15 years, 60 percent of the 
American people are working longer every week for the same or lower 
incomes they were making 15 years ago. 

And we kept piling up a big national debt, and at the s·ame time 
reducing our investments in the things that make us richer and stronger 
-- like education and technology and things that grow the economy, and 
finding a way to preserve the environment and still permit economic 
opportunity to flourish. 

And I went to Washington with some pretty simple goals; I wanted 
to get our economic house in order so we could grow the middle class and 
shrink the underclass, I wanted to see us face problems that had been 
long ignored, like the deficit problem and the crime problem in many of 
our high crime areas. I wanted to find a way to promote environmental. 
protection and economic growth. I wanted to give the American people a 
system of education and human investment that would permit people to 
make the most of their own lives, whether they were moving from welfare 
to work, or we were just giving everybody a better chance to go on to 
college, or providing apprenticeship programs for young people who 
didn't go to four-year schools, but did want to have good jobs. And I 



wanted to shrink and reorganize the federal government so we could give 
more decisions back to state and local governments and private citizens, 
but so that we could do what we have to do in Washington well, and give 
you greater confidence in doing it. That's why I went there. 

In the last two years, we have made, I think, some remarkable 
progress in changing the.circumstances in Washington; less progress in 
changing the circumstances in people's lives in America, because when a 
country gets going in one direction for 10 or 20 years, it's hard to 
turn it ori a dime. But let me just give you a little bit of a progress 
report. 

To use the seven-year figure now favored by the Republican 
majority in Congress, the budgets we adopted in 1993 and '94 reduced the 
deficit by $1 trillion over seven years --three years in a row, for the 
first time since Harry Truman was President. So much so -- I want you 
to understand, we've still got a big deficit problem, but the federal 
budget would be in balance today -- today -- but for the interest we 
have to pay on the debt that was run up in the 12 years before I moved 
to Washington. So we've made a good beginning on the deficit. 
(Applause.) 

We expanded trade in ways that really help agriculture, and we 
fought for fair trade. We've been able to sell things from the West 
that I never thought we'd sell in Japan, like apples and other kinds of 
fruit. We got a deal with Canada on wheat at least for a year, and set 
up a joint commission to try to get wheat farmers here in the northern 
part of our country a fair deal in growing and selling their wheat. 

We have taken some very strong action, as you know, in Japan 
with regard to their trade practices on automobiles and auto parts. But 
we've also been able to sign over 80 trade agreements with various 
countries, including Japan, in the last two years. 

And as a result of that, the economy is healthier. We've had 
over 6.3 million new jobs; the unemployment rate in virtually every 
state in the country is substantially lower than it was two years ago. 
And we're in the second year in a row when the economies of all 50 
states are growing. It's been a long time since that happened, and I'm 
.proud of that. (Applause.) 

We were also able to cut federal programs, many of them -­
eliminate a lot of them -- and focus more money on things that I thought 
would matter. We increased funding for Head Start. We increased 
funding for -- (applause) -- we increased funding to make sure everybody 
could get immunized, all parents could immunize their children under the 
age of two by the year 2000. (Applause.) We put more money into child 
nutrition, and we put lots more money into various education programs, 
especially -- (applause) -- especially programs to increase access to 
higher education. 

We reformed the student loan program to lower the cost of 
student loans, make the repayment easier, but collect more of the loans. 
It's an unbelievable story what has been done there. (Applause.) It 



may not be popular to say at a student audience, but I went through 
college and law school on student loans, and it really burned me up that 
we were spending nearly $3 billion a year of taxpayers' money covering 
for the loans of people who took out student loans and wouldn't repay 
them. I don't think that's right. And we cut that by two-thirds in two 
years. (Applause.) So we had more investment in educatiop, but also 
more accountability. We made progress there. 

We shrunk the size of the government. Forget about the budget 
that's being debated in Washington now, if not one more thing were don~, 
the size of the federal government would shrink by 270,000 people over 
five years, to its smallest size since John Kennedy came here to 

·Billings, Montana, in 1963 -- if nothing else were done. (Applause.) 

We also did ~omething I'm very proud of, and there's. some people 
in the audience that are the beneficiaries of it --we created a national 
service program to promote community service and give people education 
credits. If they would work in their community, they could earn money 
to go to college. And I know we've got some national service people 
from Montana here, and I thank you for your service. (Applause.) Up 
there they are. (Applause.) 

There were a lot of difficult and controversial issues that the 
Congress had to face in the last session. One of them was the Crime 
Bill, which split the country over the issue of gun control I think 
largely because of the rhetoric as opposed to the reality. I supported 
and signed the Crime Bill that put another 100,000 police out in our 
country; it put police I think in some 40 communities here in Montana -­
already have received funds to hire more police officers here -- perhaps 
more. (Applause.) 

It· increased the application of capital punishment to about 60 
new offenses, it provided for more funds for states that have to build 
prisons, it provided some funds for prevention programs to give young 
people in trouble something to say yes to as well as something to say no 
to. You know, if every kid in the inner cities in this country belonged 
to the 4-H, we wouldn't have~much of a crime problem, but they.don't 
have that option here, and a lot of you know that. (Applause.) 

And it had the infamous assault weapons ban, which some people I 
hear have characterized as "my war on guns." (Applause.) Now, I just 
wanted to say -- I want to say something about that. Senator Howell 
Heflin from Alabama, a great friend of mine -- 73 years old -- got up in 
the Senate and he gave ~-this is almost verbatim -- the brief speech he 
gave on this. He said, I have never been for gun control, but, he said, 
I read this list of·19 assault weapons, and he said I have never seen an 
Alabama hunter with one of these guns. (Laughter.) He said, but I read 
the other list in this bill, no -- everybody talks about. There are 650 
weapons in this bill that now can't be regulated by the government, that 
are prot~cted from government regulation, and every weapon I have ever 
seen in the hands of an Alabama hunter is on that list. So I'm going to 
vote for this, because I think the bill does more good than harm. 

Now, I say that to make this point. Whether you're for or 



against that, we have made a big mistake in this country with all the 
tough issues we've got to let an issue like that become more symbol than 
substance. So we've got a tough problem in a lot of cities in this 
country. I've gone to hospitals and met with emergency room personnel 
who tell me that in some of our urban areas, the mortality rate from 
gunshot wounds is three times as high today as it was 15 years ago 
because people are more likely to have more bullets in their bodies wh~n 
they're hauled in. 

Now, that may be very foreign to you here. But the Congress and 
the President sometimes have to make legislation that applies to the 
whole country, and that deals with the problems of America, and we try 
to do it in the fairest way we can. That doesn't say that we never make 
a mistake; I think we did the right thing there, because I got tired of 
hearing police officers tell me that they were scared to put on their 
badge and go outside and g·o to work every day. And I got tired of 
reading about little kids wh6 were honor students in their inner-city 
schools being shot at bus stops because they got caught in crossfires. 

And I decided that we should take a chance to try to make a 
difference. This is a terrible, terrible problem. I say that to make 
this point in general -- thank you. (Applause.) I say that what we 
need in this country desperately today is more meetings like this. And 
I wish we could stay all night and we could just ask questions and I'd. 
answer them, and I'd ask you questions, you'd answer them. That's what 
I'm going to try to do tomorrow night. I'm going to go out tomorrow and 
meet with some farmers, and we're going to.do that and talk about the 
Farm Bill, because I _think that's a big part of it. (Applause.) 

But we have got to stop looking for simple answers to 
complicated problems, and we have got to stop demonizing each other as 
Americans. (Applause.) And just let me give you an example. Let's 
look at what we're facing now, all these things affect you. Should we -
- let's just look at all the issues we're facing. 

We've got to pass a budget now, and we've got to continue to 
bring the deficit down, and we ought to be able to tell you that we're 
going to balance the budget. That's true. Why? Because in a global 
economy, if you run a big debt all the time and you have to keep 
borrowing money from other people, they have too much control over your 
economic well-being, and because if you have to keep spending tax money, 
paying off yesterday's deficit and today's deficit, you don't have the 
money you need to invest in education. And sooner or later, all the 
money you take in taxes, you're paying out in interest. So that's a 
good thing to do. But the reason it is a good thing to do is, it will 
contribut~ to raising the living standards and increasing the security 
of the people of our country. Therefore, it ought to be done in a way· 
that raises the living standards and increases the security of the 
people of our country, which is why I say we should not cut education to 
do it, we should find a way to do it and increase our investment in 
education. (Applause.) 

We all know that we have to slow the rate of growth of the 
government's medical programs, Medicare and Medicaid. They've been 



,I 

·.· .. ~:: .. ~ 
. ;,~ ! 
;,''"":. 

l::,.~'!:.··,1··~··~1J~·.i.1Bi!" .. •· ·"",.<,: , ~ ••. :.: .•. _.,,,•,.:.·1~·1··,·.· """"'1"4" 
Vil IJ i'I r. -. .-1 ;_:(.'-.·~,J.~ .. ·,·~ i..,•:~:I 'J ~ \'f•'• ·~~•\,~~·~..,:.• • .'\~)I '-"'ii' r 

·~ 'i 
~·I 

'··. 



',•. 

"1· ·l·· .}I 
-·~·. . 
~·~ .. 
'-1. 
~:~p 
!~~ 



::; 
'----===--'----

.·, .. 

BAT~A:~~ 
-· fDR'.ev~.~ .... 

. ,. i· 



growing at about nine, 10 percent a year when inflation's about three 
percent a year, and health care inflation, generally, was 4.5 percent 
last year. We know we've got to slow the rate of growth of that. But 
we don't want to do it in a way that closes a bunch of rural hospitals 
that are the only access to health care people in places like rural 
Arkansas and rural Montana have. 

Does that mean we can walk away from the problem? No, it just 
means we need to have our head on straight when we're dealing with it. 
We need to do what's practical and understand how it will work. 

We all know that the government can overreach in its regulatory 
authority. Does that mean there should be no national standards on 
clean water or clean air, or safe drinking water --after what happened 
to those poor folks in Milwaukee? I don't think so. So we've got to 
find a way to make the bureaucracy more flexible. 

The Environmental Protection Agency, under our administration, 
is going to cut paperwork burdens by 25 percent in one year next year. 
(Applause.) The Occupational Safety and Health Administration is.going 
to dramatically slash regulations on busine~ses that will work with them 
to be in compliance with safety rules. The Small Business 
Administration has cut their budget and increased their loan volume by 
40 percent. There is a right way and a wrong way to do this. And the 
only way we can do it in the right way is if we stop looking for simple 
answers to complicated problems and talk common sense to one another, if 
we stop treating each other like enemies and start treating each other 
like we're all friends, we're all Americans, we're all part of a big 
American family. (Applause.) 

I' believe that if we'll keep our eye on the 
prize -- what is the prize -- we have to increase the incomes and the 
security of the American people. We have to protect what is good about 
our country and what works, and change what doesn't, and get ourselves 
into the next century with the American Dream alive and well for our 
children. I'll just give you one last example: you look at this farm 
bill. Most Democrats and R~publicans in the Congress are from urban or 
suburban areas. Most of them want to do the right thing. Most of them. 
think we spend too much money on farm programs. Well, the farmers in 
the audience know we have already substantially cut farm subsidies in 
the last five or six years, substantially. 

I've fought like crazy to get the Europeans to make a deal on 
agriculture so we could cut agricultural subsidies some more. I don't 
know a farmer in my home state that wouldn't give up every lick of 
government support if every other country would give up all theirs and 
we just had a fair chance to compete in a global marketplace. 

So, do we need to deal with this agricultural issue? Yes, we 
do. But if you just blow off all these supports and everybody else 
keeps· doing it, what's going to happen? One of two things -- we either 
lose markets or we'll lose all the family farmers, and big corporations 
will be running all the farms in the country, or a little bit of both. 
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So let's do this in a sensible way and let's listen to one 
another. You'd be amazed how many of these hot-button issues we have in 
Washington are basically more rural-urban issues, more regional issues 
than they are partisan issues. And I'm telling you, a lot of these 
things have a common-sense, sensible resolution if we will simply work 
on it. 

Now, this is a great country. And if you look at where we are, 
going into the next century, I'm telling you, I have had the privilege 
of representing you all over the world. And no American who understood 
the facts of the 21st century would trade places with anybody in any 
other country --(applause) -- because of what we have here. (Applause.) 

But what we have to realize is, the thing that gives us all this 
juice for this global economy, in this information age where people in 
Montana can hook in on the Internet and find out things that are in a 
library in Australia and do all kinds of things that I can't even figure 
out to do, but my child, because she grew up in the computer age, 
understands. The reason we are in this kind of position is because of 
everything we have in this country -- because of the natural resources 
and the phenomenal beauty and the massive space; because of the ethnic 
diversity; because of the strength in the cities as well as in the rural 
areas; because of all these entrepreneurs, these high-tech people, in 
these burgeoning suburban areas. 

But the thing that makes it work is that we've got all 
stuff in one place, one country; but we are all so different. 
have to have some common values, some common allegiance to the 
the land, and some way of working out our differences. 

this 
So we 
law of 

But instead of thinking our differences ought to make us put our 
head in the hole and try to tell everybody else to go home and leave us 
alone, or just vote against anybody that we think disagrees with us 
comes from some different place, we should learn to resolve these 
differences in a humane and decent way. Because it is the differences 
in America that are our meal ticket as a whole country to the 21st 
century and the American Dream. (Applause.) 

I'll tell you something: One of the reasons I wanted to come 
here to have this town hall meeting, apart from the fact that I have 
such wonderful memories about this state, and I'm grateful to you for 
voting for me last time. (Applause.) But the other reason is that out 
here in Billings, Montana, a while back when a group of skinheads threw 
a bottle and a brick into homes of two Jewish families displaying 
menorahs, you didn't throw up your hands and sit around and just take 
sides; you said that this was a community issue. Your police chief -­
your former police chief -- said hate crimes are not a police problem, 
they're a community problem. 

And I guess that's what I want to tell you about the political 
divisions in this country today. They're not just a political problem; 
they're a community problem. The publisher of the Billings Gazette, 
Wayne Shile, published a full-page drawing of a menorah. And I want to 
tell you something: In the orthodox Jewish communities in New York 
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City, they knew about Billings, Montana, and they felt more like 
Americans because you did that. (Applause.) Ten thousand families 
pasted these drawings in their windows. That's what we need to do in 
other areas as well. 

I spoke at the Air Force Academy commencement today down in 
Colorado Springs. There were 11 foreign students graduating from the 
Air Force Academy. All of our service academies take a limited number 
of students every year from other countries. And it's a great thing for 
our country. They go back home; they do very well; builds a lot of 
goodwill. The number one student this year was from Singapore. And 
when he stood up to be recognized, all those red-blooded American kids 
that he scored higher than clapped for him and were proud of him. That 
is the American way; they did not feel threatened by that. 

I stood there and shook hands with nearly a thousand of those 
graduates -- the finest-looking young men and women you can possibly 
imagine, from every state in this country, from all kinds of 
backgrounds, all different racial and ethnic groups. They were all 
Americans. And they learn to live with each other and to work out their 
differences there. And I'm telling you, if I could wave a magic wand 
and do one thing for this country, just one thing, it would be more 
important than who the President is, how the Congress votes on a 
particular bill -- it would be to try to get us out of this way we are 
communicating with one another so that every time we have a difference, 
we turn it into a wedge and a divide and we try to beat each other to 
death with it. That's not right. It's not the American way. 

Look, we got a lot of complicated problems. And we are a very 
different, divergent country. But it's our meal ticket to the future. 
It's what makes us the most relevant place in the world in the 21st 
century. 

Why do all these people want to come here? Why do they ask us 
for help everywhere? Because they think with all of our problems, we've 
got our act together. And we ought to have it together. 

So I say to you, my fellow Americans, whatever your party, 
whatever your views on any particular issue, this country is slowly 
turning. And we are moving toward the 21st century. And what we don't 
want to do is take a position on a complicated issue that starts 
throwing the babies out with the bath water. What makes us great is 
our people, our land, our vision, our system of opportunity. 

And we have the opportunity now to tackle some long-delayed 
problems, like the budget deficit, and some long-ignored needs like 
competing with other countries in our investment deficit so that we 
invest in our people's education; we invest in the technology and the 
research and the things that will generate high-wage jobs; so that we 
show prudence in the budget, but we still figure out how we're going to 
keep a viable agricultural sector, for example, into the 21st century; 
and so that we face up to the fact that a whole lot of people's 
anxieties are because of all these changes that we haven't adjusted to. 
We can't keep the American Dream alive if 15 years from now 60 percent 
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of the people are still working harder for less money. 

So let's talk about what's really eating us. Let's deal with 
each other as neighbors. And let's make ourselves a promise that as we 
go through these next six or seven months, that we won't take the easy 
way out. We will bring the budget into balance, while investing in our 
future. We will make the_ government less bureaucratic, but we will 
protect our environment. (Applause.) We will find a way to give local 
control to people, but we will still do the right thing. (Applause.) 

When it's all said and done, we'll still have heated 
disagreements; nobody will know if they're right; and nobody will be 
right everything -- but at least we can recreate a process, an 
environment, a spirit of community that will permit us to go on. We 
cannot get from here to where we need to go if everything we do is 
dictated by the most emotional, highly-charged 15-second sound bites we 
can think of to send our opponents up the flagpole. We cannot get 
there. (Applause.) 

And let me just close with a story, a true story, that will show 
you my bias in all this. In 1989 I was the governor and I was trying to 
decide whether I should run for a fifth term. And everybody in my state 
believed in term limits, but they sort of liked me. And they couldn't 
figure out what to do about it, and neither could I, frankly, and 
because I had this big education program I wanted to get through the 
legislature before I left office. 

And I went out to the state fair one day, and I visited all the 
-- you know, the livestock barns and saw all that, and then I came into 
this hall where I always had a Governors Day every day. And anybody in 
the state could come up and talk to me and say whatever they wanted, 
which was hazardous sometimes for me. (Laughter.) 

And along toward the end of the day, this old boy came in 
overalls; he was somewhere in his mid-70s. And he put his hands in his 
overalls and he said, Bill, you going to run again? I said, I don't 
know. If I do, will you vote for me? He said, yeah, I guess so; I 
always have. And I said, well -- I'd been governor ten years -- but 
then I said, aren't you sick of me after all this time? He said, no, 
but everybody else I know is. (Laughter.) 

He said, I'm going to vote for you because of the way you nag us 
all the time. All you talk about is education and the economy and 
forcing ev.erybody work together and making things better. And he said'· 
you're just a nag, but he said, frankly, I think it's finally beginning 
to work. And my state had an unemployment rate above the national 
average in every year I was governor until the year I ran for President 
when we led the country in job growth. 

It takes a long time to turn and to face things. But this 
country is still around here after 200 years because we found a way to 
disagree in a way that permitted us to work together and move forward. 
And we can win the struggle for the American Dream in the 21st century 
if we will find that way now. 



.. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 

END7:35 P.M. MDT 


