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7/3/95 9:30 p.m. 
PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 

A NEW COMMON GROUND 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 

JULY 6, 1995 

I have asked you here ~oday to discuss a matter of deep 

importance to America. You, who have done so much to build 

community across this land, understand our national need to find 

a new common ground. 

It is fitting for us to talk here at Georgetown. As a student, I 

learned about finding common cause here. When I arrived in 1964, 

I already had some understanding of this -- from my schools, my 

church, my home. I grew up in the South at a time when so many of 

us struggled to live together against a past that drove us apart. 

But, I learned so much more during my time here, as our country 

confronted new obstacles to our age-old striving to give meaning 

to "E Pluribus Unum." We saw it in the clash of cultures and 

generations. And we saw it in the rage and fear and violence that 

erupted in the streets. of this city after Dr. King was slain. 

Fortunately, we also learned something here more uplifting and, I 

believe, enduring about the American spirit. Sitting where .you 

now sit, I heard the words of a professor named Carol Quigley. He 

taught that America was the greatest country in history because 

our people .have always believed in two great ideas: first, that 

the future can be better than the present. And second, that each 

of us has a personal, moral responsibility to make it so. 



I ran for President to apply that lesson to our effort to meet 

the challenges of a new century. I returned to Georgetown in 1991 

to call on Americans to forge a New Covenant based on opportunity 

and responsibility to overcome the obstacles of our own times. 

When I ran for President, we had too many Americans who saw the 

global economy as a dog-eat-dog world. Too many Americans 

believed they could lose everything in the next minute. That they 

were out there all alone -- without the help of a government that 

cared and without the ties of community or, too often, even 

family to help. They had stopped believing that the future could 

be better than the present. Or that they could take personal 

responsibility to change that course for the better. 

For the past two-and-a-half years, we have worked hard to change 

that, to provide more opportunity and demand more responsibility 

from everyone. We have strengthened our economy, expanded 

educational opportunities so hardworking people can compete and 

win in the global economy, increased trade, and created jobs that 

will keep our citizens and our families strong. We have fought 

against violence and the tools of violence that threaten the 

safety and security of our people. In all this, we have worked to 

keep the American Dream alive for our children and grandchildren 

as we enter a new century. 

In my administration, we have helped our schools teach better 
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citizenship, responsibility and values. We have created 

Americorps, our national service initiative, to give new meaning 

to the old American principles of community and country. And I 

have spoken out, on many occasions, to say that we are all in 

this together and we shall rise or fall together. 

But, for all we have done, it is not enough. The great irony of 

our age is that the forces of opportunity lifting us up also 

contain within them the power to tear us apart. The new global 

economy which holds out so much promise in ideas, technology and 

jobs, also places tremendous pressures on our families, our 

communities, our values. Pushed too far, mobility can become 

dislocation. Industriousness can become overload. Those pressures 

can lead to frustrations, and those frustrations can lead us to 

turn against one another in blame, rather than toward one another 

in common purpose. Most Americans do their dead-level best to 

cope with those frustrations in their daily lives. But we have 

seen, in the shadow of Oklahoma City, how some people who live at 

the margins of our society express their frustrations through 

violent acts that strike at us all. 

Some people, in and out of politics, want to look around for 

someone to blame -- whether it is the government, or the 

entertainment industry, or global corporations. Some who are rich 

say it is the poor. Some who are poor say it is the rich. 
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The truth is, we all must share the responsibility. As President, 

I have spoken out often on the need for greater responsibility in 

all sectors of our society. I am proud that many in my 

administration, including Tipper Gore, the Vice President's wife, 

have led the way to bring more responsibility and stronger values 

to many parts of our lives. 

They have shown this is a time not for pointing fingers but for 

joining hands. We have watched old walls of tyranny and hatred 

torn down abroad. This is no time to build new walls at home. The 

real question now is not, who is to blame, but, what are we going 

to do about it? And that is why I want to talk with you today. 

With your help, I want us to put aside partisan politics and 

unite this country in a massive effort to promote civility, stop 

violence and rebuild the American community. 

We learned more in Oklahoma City than just the force of hatred 

and violence and division. We saw the best of the American 

spirit . concern for one another . . neighbor helping 

neighbor . understanding and caring and tolerance. That's 

the American spirit. That's what keeps the American Dream alive 

for our children. 

It should not take chaos or catastrophe to bring out our 

character. We must revive the search for virtue and the common 
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good in our everyday lives. The message is clear: Here, at the 

edge of the 21st century, let us unite to condemn hatred, 

intolerance and violence. Let us rebuild .a new common ground of 

respect, civility and civil order. That is what makes America 

strong. That is the best of America. 

I believe we can do this, because I know we have done it before. 

Many of you were fortunate enough to have the experience I had of 

growing up in places where people did come together to help one 

another. My grandparents and my parents taught me about equality, 

justice and the worth of every individual. It did not always come 

easily for all of them, but many of the people I grew up around 

believed we could work in unity -- and because we believed it, we 

helped to move one another forward. 

But we must not believe those who would have us think we can 

simply wish our way back to the way things were. Life is not that 

easy, and the forces the world places on us are not that simple. 

Our challenge is to reapply our basic values in the context of 

different times. We must do everything we can to transform our 

thoughts, our words and our actions, so that we promote civility, 

community and common purpose, not rancor, division and hate. 

We should begin with the way we think about one another. In many 

ways, we have become a nation of "others." White, black. Men, 

women. Liberal, conservative. We have all come to categorize the 
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other person, to count them out of our group and into another 

group that we suspect of not sharing our values, our concerns, 

our virtues. Some of this came out of the best of impulses: 

People of like backgrounds or interests have, in recent decades, 

found a new freedom to express their shared heritage and 

strengths. And much good has come out of this, for all of us. But 

we must make sure that our diversity remains a strength for all 

of us, and not a force for divisiveness. 

If you see yourself as other, you are less likely to feel you 

have a stake in building a common future of harmony and 

prosperity. We must not forget the sternest lessons of our 

century: The danger that can arise when people think of each 

other as categories of difference. 

We must begin by letting go of the presumptions we make about 

people whom we do not know -- whom we regard as too different. 

Let me put this in personal terms. All of us have been guilty of 

false presumptions. Think about the presumptions that apparently 

led to the Oklahoma City tragedy. Many of those who died were 

hardworking government employees, who have been routinely and 

derisively referred to as "bureaucrats." When Hillary and I 

visited the loved ones of those workers who had been killed, I 

realized that they gave their lives performing the most vital 

services to people -- sending out pension checks, ensuring public 

safety, taking care of our children. And I vowed right then and 
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there never-to use the term ''bureaucrat" again derisively. That 

is the kind of presumption I am talking about. 

We all must take personal responsibility to suspend our 

presumptions about people who are different than we are, to stop 

treating each other like enemies. We are all Americans. That is 

the best presumption to start with. 

Beyond our thoughts, we must take responsibility.for our words. 

Words have consequences. Words and discussion and debate are the 

very currency of our democracy. Democracy does not mean we all 

agree with one another, or share a single set of ideas. If it 

did, we would never change in this country and never make 

progress. But democracy does mean we have pledged not to permit 

our disagreements to destroy our community. It means we have 

promised to respect one another even when -- especially when 

our ideas are different. 

That is what the Speaker of the House and I reaffirmed in New 

Hampshire last month. Everywhere I have gone since that 

discussion, people have told me how impressed they were with the 

civility of that moment. They told me how good it was to see us 

meaningfully debate our differences, without the angry words and 

name-calling so much a part of political debate in our country. 

I challenge all of our political leaders to tone down the 
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rhetoric and to remember that hate is not a family value. Beyond 

left and right, there is a frontier of civility that we must 

defend. And we must be vigilant in the face of the people who 

would breach that frontier, whether they speak from the left or 

the right, through microphones or newspapers or in front of 

television or movie cameras. 

When voices advocate racism or sexism or dehumanization of 

individuals of any kind, it does not matter that they are our 

allies on other issues or that they attack others with whom we 

disagree. We must reject their attacks outright. We must do that 

if they are the voices of the left [Farrakhan, with quotes to 

come] or of the right [NRA, with quotes to come]. If we do not, 

how will we have the moral authority to teach our children they 

are wrong when they use the worst kind of racial epithet in a 

high school yearbook as a sick joke, which is what happened in 

one high school recently? 

When our words become weapons in angry hands, we lose our 

capacity for cooperation and compromise. When speech is a club, 

clubs become knives and guns, and violence replaces speech as the 

broker of our differences. We cannot afford that in our 

democracy. 

Finally, beyond our thoughts and words, we must take the actions 

to renew our sense of community. As President, I have worked to 
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rebuild community across our country. Americorps. Community 

development banks. Empowerment zones: All reflect our larger 

commitment to help people make the most of their lives and to 

give them the tools to work together.· 

But my actions as President must go beyond all of that, because 

what it takes to rebuild community and civility is about much 

more than government action. I believe my responsibility is to 

show that there are real, concrete ways for us to work towards a 

stronger American community. And I want to convince our people 

that there is far more that is right and good about what we are 

doing as Americans -- and what we still can do -- than what is 

wrong about America and divides us. As I said when I was 

inaugurated as your President: There is nothing wrong with 

America that cannot be fixed by what is right with America. 

That is why I will devote time in the weeks and months to come to 

celebrate and focus on the best of America -- what is working to 

help pull us together. When I travel across this country, I meet 

many people like you. In every town, community and state I visit, 

I meet remarkable people who are doing their part and urging 

others to do more. The community leader bridging racial divisions 

through a sports league. The principal who makes her school into 

a place for youth to play and study in the evening. The 

entertainer setting up a foundation to reach at-risk children. 

This is what works in America. These are the real American 
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heroes. And I want America to know about them and be inspired by 

them. 

We must challenge everyone to do more. And that is especially 

true of leaders from sectors of influence in our lives. Business. 

Entertainment. Media. Sports. Education. I will meet with leaders 

from these and other sectors of American society and challenge 

them to join me in our efforts to renew the American community. 

I will ask business leaders to build on examples of corporate 

responsibility -- providing on-site day care to make our people 

good workers and good parents and investing prof its back into the 

training of the most important asset any business has: its 

workers. I will not demonize entertainment leaders. That is too 

easy. The hard part is to find ways with them to use our media 

and entertainment outlets to strengthen families, reinforce 

values and provide positive role models. I will remind those in 

sports and entertainment of the responsibility that comes with 

fame and rewards. 

I want to meet with American citizens across this nation who are 

working everyday to build bridges and promote healing. People 

who understand that citizenship means more than paying your taxes 

and mowing your lawn. It means behaving with decency, restraint 

and deep caring for one another as fellow Americans in a diverse 

but unified nation. 
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We must do all this in the face of real and profound challenges. 

We know that. But our challenges are no greater than those we 

have faced -- and overcome -- together throughout our history. 

Think of all the times we have come through. We did it a 

generation ago during civil rights era. We did it in winning the 

Cold War. We did it in the great fight against fascism in World 

War II. We did it in Oklahoma City. 

We must never forget, we have faced up to our challenges before. 

Abraham Lincoln, who saved our Republic in its hour of greatest 

need and redeemed the promise of our freedom, said something very 

important in his first inaugural. The country was coming apart 

at the seams over the issue of slavery. We were headed into our 

deepest conflict. But he had the understanding to say: "We are 

not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies.'' 

I say to you today, my friends: Let us find a new common ground. 

Let us stand up for the future of our children. And though we 

may disagree, let us take up our greatest responsibility to one 

another: Let us not be enemies, but friends. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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I be~eve we can find the answer within our Americ:an experience; We can find 

the answer by recognizing, promoting and celebrating what is best about America. In 

b?th thought and word and deed. As I said in my Inaugural Address, ''there is nothing 

wrong with America that cannot be fixed. by what is right about America." Today I want 

to discuss, what I believe can be a critically important effort for our natio~. 

As we stand on the threshold of the 21st Century buffeted and battered by the 

pressures of a modem world •• let us laurich a national effort lo find and recognize and 

highlight and learn and be inspired by whac.is best about America. 

[GO BACK TO 2ND GRAPH] 

P. 03 



JUL- 5-95 WED 9:40 GMMA FAX NO. 2023370864 
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CMMB&A 
&:ASSOCIATEN. INC. 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:. 

FROM: 

.DATE: 

RE: 

DON BAER 

FRANK GREER 

JULY 5, 1995 

SUGGESTED LANGUAGE 

I really believe we should use this kind of language at some point. 

P. 04 

Now as the voices of hatred and division seek to weaken our nation, let us renew 

our dedication to assure a sense of community. As the voices of division try to appeal ro 

appeal· to fears and. hatred and division, let us reach out and appeal to what is best in . 

America: a sense that we are all responsible to one another, that we all have a duty to 

responsible citizenship. We are all in this together and we shall rise or fall together. 

I believe we can create a chorus of harmony that will drown out the shrill voices 

of hate. We can celebrate and gain strength from our diversity because that is the genius 

of America . 

. That is why today, I am issuing a challenge to all of America. Let us put aside 

partisan politics ... let us understand and focus on what is best in America ... Community, 

opportunity, responsibility and citizenship. Beginning today, all across this co~ntry. rm 
going to seek out and find th~se examples of what is best in America. To highlight them. 

to focus attention on them, and to inspire all of us with ~eir example. 

"As we stand on the threshold of the 21st century, we must rebuild the American 

community again with a new call to responsible citizenship. First. we must offer a new ". 

covenant between the government and our citizens. We must provide more opportunity 

and demand.more responsibility of everyone. To the hard. working middle class families . . 

who play by the rules, who struggle to raise their children and help their neighbors, we 
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must provide the opportunity for a good job with good benefit.~ and reward their hard 

work and their responsible citizenship. And we must provide the quality education and 

job training that will allow us to compete and· win in global competition. 

It is our responsibility to put an end to the violence that threarens the safety arid 
. . . 

security of these hard working families. It is our responsibility to provide safe streetS and 

safe communiries and secure retirement. That is our common responsibility to each other 

and every American family ... To give them an opportunity to pass along the American 

Dream· to their children and grandchildren. And we must challenge the business 

community to be responsible citizens as welt The entrepreneur, the CEOs and the plant 

managers. You have a responsibility to your employees ... to American workers 'to 

provide good jobs and to build qualiry products that can.compete and win in the world 

markets. 

There is a serious and devastating crisis in America ·today ... Working_ family 

incomes are going down. we're working harder for less money 4tnd having more difficulty 

supporting their families ... while corporate profits and the. stock market are at record 

levels. We must challenge the business com.munity to build and create good jobs here at 

home -- not overseas. To provide good jobs and wages that reward productive work and 

provide a good life to America's families. And all of us have a responsibility to provide 

the public services and the infrastructure that our businesses and our econo·my need to 

grow. We have a responsibility to expand trade and stand up to unfair trade.· To open 

markets for American products and American workers. But those businesses that benefit 
.• 

from these government actions also have a rcsponsibilicy to ·provide good jobs and good 
. . 

wages. 

And we all have a responsibility to protect our environmenr ... to provide clean,air 

and clean water and better health for our families ... and to preserve our_ national heritage 
. ' 

for our children and their children. That to is how we keep ~e American dre.am alive. 
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Media. Entertainment Industry, the Religious Community.. we all have a 

responsibility to responsible citizenship. Community leaders and individuals who today 

are demonstrating what is best about America. With the kind of caring, community, 

compassion and citizenship at the local level. [Find examples.] 
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The Best of America Campaign 

Co~munfty, Opportunity, Re~ponsfbllfty and CJtJzenshlp 

Focusing on what is best about America. There are those who have tried to appeal to the 

worst in us, to fear and hatred and division. Our task, as we stand on the brink of the 21st 
. . 

century, is to reach out and appeal to the best in America. This is not about. partisan 
. ' 

politics, this is about what is best in America. This is about a shared responsibility, a 

sense of community, people working together to improve iif e for every citizen and talcing 

responsibility for each other. 
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GMMB&A 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

DON BAER 

FRANK GREER 

JUNE 27, 1995 

SUGGESTED LANGUAGE . 

Fmnk dictated this to me very .quickly and he has not seen the final product yet · 

This is a rough draft and I'm sure he will talk with you abOut it and want to offer changes. 

'Today is when we prepare to celebrate Lhe founding of our nation. · Let us honor 

the best in America. Let us honor what has made lhis nation great. inspired lhe world for 

over 200 years... A dedication by each generation to keep the American Dream alive. 

and a commitment to rebuild. lhe American community with shared values and shared 

purpose and common goals. This year's 1ragedy in Oklahoma City united our nation 

against lhe forces of hatred and violence and division. And it reminded·us of what is best 

about America. Responsible citi1L:n~hip. neighbor helping neighbor. concern and 

compassion, caring for one another. understanding and tolerance. A lrUe sense of 

community. That is what makes America great. Now · as lhe voices ·of hailed and 

division seek to weaken our nation, let us renew our dedication 10 assure a sense of 

community. A sense that we are all responsible to one another, that we all have a duty to 

responsible citizenship. We are all in this together QJld we shall ri5e or fall together. 

I believe we can create a chorus of batrnony that will.drown out the shrill voices 

of hate. We can celebrate and gain strength from our diversity because that is the genius 

of America. Tolerance, our strenglh and understanding. that is what makes America 

strong. That is the best of America." 
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At this point, we should lay a campaign lO celebrate and illusU'ate and focus on 

what is best about America. Community, opportunity, responsibility and citizenship. 

"Beginning tod~y. all across this country, I'm going to seek out and find those examples 

of what is best in America. To highlight them, to focus attention on them, and to inspire 

all of us with their example. 

"As we stand on the threshold of the 21st century, we must rebuild the American 

community again with a new call to responsible citi1.enship. First. we must offer ~ new 

covenant between the government and our citizens. We must provide m.ore opportunity 

and demand more responsibility of everyone. To the hard working middle class families 

who play by the rules, who struggle to raise their childlen, and help their neighbors, we 

all must provide lhe opportunity for a good job with good benefits, and reward their hard 

work and their responsible citizenship. And we must provide the quality education and 

job training that will allow us to compete and win in global competition. It is our 

responsibility lo put an end lo the violence that threatens the safety and security of these 

hard working families. It is our responsibility to provide safe streets and safe . 

communities and secure retiremenL Thal is our common responsibility to each other llDd 

every American family ... To give them an opportunity to pass along the American Dream 

to their children and grandchildren. And we must ch·aucnge the business community 10 

be· responsible citizen~ as well. The entrepreneur, lhe CEOs and the plant managers. 

You· have. a responsibility to your employees ... to American workers to provide good 

jobs and to build quality products that can compete and win in the world markets. 

There is a serious and devastating crisis in America today ••• Working famiJy 

incomes are going down. we're working harder for less money and having more difficulty 

supporting their families ... while COIJ>Orace profits and the· stock market are at record 

levels. We must challenge the business community 10 build and create good jobs here at 

home -- not overseas. To provide good jobs and wages that reward productive work and 

provide a good life to America's families. And all of us have a responsibility LO provide 



.. 

the public services and the infrastructure that our business and our economy need to 

grow. We have a responsibility to expand trade and stand up to unfair trade. To open 

markets for American products and American workers. But those business lhal benefit 

from these govemmeni actions, also have a responsibility to provide good jobs and good 

wages. And we all have a responsibility to protect our environment. .. to provjde clean air 

and clean water and better henlth for our families ... and to preserve our national heritage 

for our children and their chUdren. That to is how we Jceep the American dream olive. 

Media, Entertainment lndusuy, the Religious Community.. we all have a 

responsibility to responsible citi1..enship. Community leaders and individuals who today 

are demonstrating what is best obout America. With the kind of caring. community. 

compassjon and citizenship at the local level. [Find examples.] 
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The Best of America Campaign 

Community, Opportunity, Responsibility and CUizenshfp 

Focusing on what is besl about America. There are those who have tried to appeal lo the 

worst in us, to fear and·hatrcd and division. Our Lask, u we stand on the brink of the 21st 

century. is to reach out an~ appe~ to the best in America. This is not a partisan thing, 

this is ~out what is best in America. Beyond politics, this is about a shared 

responsibility, a sense of community, people working together to improve life for every 

citi:zen and taking responsibility for each other. 
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WHAT CITIZENSHIP ASKS OF US: 
For the President via Bill Galson and Don Baer 

From: Benjamin R. Barber 
J~ly 3, 1995 

Telephone: 413-298-3410. 
Fax: 413-298-4364 

[What follows are three sets of remarks, written in 
speech format but intended as ideas for a speech rather 
than that speech itsflf: I have found it easier in the 
short time available to write· as if I were composing a 
speech rather than in abstractions about what one might 
include in such a speech. 

I have not incorporated into these remarks, but do 
discuss briefly at the end, the barest outlines of what 
a ''campaign for renewed citizenship" miqht look like. 
Clearly, such themes need to be integrated into the 
speech itself. 

Hay I finally suggest that if you can get hold of a 
copy of my seeech in ~aqua (a copy should be available 
at the USIA), there are themes there that might well 
be relevant to this speech -- ditto·the essay on ~L 
SOCIETY in the February/March 1995 THE NEW DEMOCRAT] -- . 

I. Themes ana ide1s for the speech; 

We ask much of our democracy: that it preserve our freedoms, 
that it achieve our common goals, that it administer the 
common good, that it 9overn in our name and for our ends; 
and aalso that it leave us alone! But democracy does not run 
on·automatic·pilot: it is fueled by our active engagement. 
It gives much but in return is asks much of us -- ~bove all, 
it asks us to be c.itizens. 

We are a diversified country -- pluralistic from the very 
beginnin9. We celebrate our many differences and so we 
should, but those differences can also become fault lines 
along which we divide and separate from one another. We 
·cherish our liberties and so we should, but these liberties 
can become sanctuaries of selfishness and an excuse for 
isolation. We revel in free speech, and so we must, but free 
spee~h can also incite and anqer and divide and polarize. 
our differences call out for common qround; our liberties 
demand the counterweight of responsibility; our free speech 
requires civility. 

In a diversified and free society then there is·a special 
need for the glue that holds ·democracy together: the glue of 
common citizenship. 

1'f .1 t.~{ 
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There are three vital dimensions of citizenship: 

1. What we say and do as ind.ividuals who wish to speak 
and act as citizens; 

2. What we aay and· do as members of institutions and 
groups that have· collective civic responsibilities;. 

J. How we speak.when we speak as citizens, as against 
how we may speak as self-interested individuals or members 
of corporate collectivities that are not part of civil _ 
society. 

1. Citizens are made not.born: de Tocqueville spoke of 
an arduous apprenticeship of liberty. To be a citizen means 
much more than just· voting or paying taxes or writing a 
letter to a politician. When Jefferson spoke of government 
for, by and of the people it was citizens he was thinking 
of. Citizens are people ••• plus: people plus a concern for 
others; people plus an understanding of how we affect one 
another's lives; people plus an acknowledqment of· our 
me'lnbership in a hundred different coJ11JDunities large and 
small, from our families and neighborhoods right up to the 
global community of humankind. 

The individual citizen takes responsibility for the 
community not out· of altruism or charity but because she 
knows she is part of the community and without her active 
en9aqe~ent and responsibility, it cannot flourish or be 
free. Reaponsiblity is how we earn our freedom -- because 
liberty isn't free. It.is perhaps the hardest thing on earth 
to win, and too often it is the easiest to lose. 

In a nations of citizens who take responsibility for 
themselves, their neighbors and the extended col!lmunities of 
state and nation to which they belong, there is no need for 
heros. Democracy is government without heros. We may feel 
sorry for the country that has no heros, but we ought truly 
to pity the country that needs heros. In a democracy, 
·ordinary women and men do the work of goverance, with the 
help· of accountable representatives. Your elected officials 
have a grave responsibility to you: but you have a still 
graver responsibility to yourselves and your neig~bors. 

Responsibility may sometimes may seem a tired old civics 
idea. But the currency of responsibility is power. To take 
responsibility is to 9rasp the means to make a difference, 
to·b~ empowered to do thinqs without waiting for others to 
do them for you. A responsible citizenry is an empowered 
citizenry.· A powerful citizenry needn't scapeqoat leaders· or 
blame others for their failures for it can take power into 
its own hands and make the crucial difference. 
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There is alot of understandable anger and cynicism abroad in 
our land today. But much of it is the result of a sense of 
powerlessness on the part of Americans who have lost a qrasp 
on their own agency, their own citizenship. As we take on 
some responsibility, we sense our own democracy power -- and 
the clouds of cynicism and resentment recede. This 
qovernaent .belongs to us: it is ours. As we take · 
responsibility for it, it becomes responsible. 

I do not mean to call on the American people to take ·the 
responsibility.from my shoulders: we, your elected 
officials, have heavy constitutional duties to carry out 
your will. But electing us is the beqinninq not the end-of 
your responsibility as citizens. We qovern as your agents 
and your delegates, but we cannot remove from your shoulders 
the ultimate responsibility for the welfare of our nation. 
America is not a bunch of me's; it is a "we" to which we all 
belong. 

2. America is the common collllllunity of its citizens; ·and it 
is the sovereign nations represented by· those of us you have 
privileged by voting us into office. But between you as 
individual citi'zens and your government -- between you and 
me -- there is a vital domain of coJDJnunity organizations and 
civil associations and foundations and schools and churches 
and business corporations that are also.citizens of our 
civil society. on their shoulders too fall the 
responsibilities of citizenship. 

By themselves individual citizens cannot address all of our 
common problems. By itself, your government cannot. solve the 
myriad challenges that confront our communities throughout 
our nation. Much of what has gone riqht with America, and 
some portion of what has gone wrong, is also the 
responsibility of our common associations and civic 
organizations and business enterprises. And each of us 
belong not just to a family or neighborhood, but have a 
place of worship and a place of work; a circle of friends 
and a circle of fellow workers and business associates. our· 
civic responsibility does not stop at the end of our nose or 
at the front door of our homes. For where there is power 
there is responsibility and where th~re is responsibility 
there is citizenship. This is a lesson every young member of 
Americorps has learned during the period they have served 
America's coJUlllunities. 

It is time for our foundations and corporations and unions 
and companies to think about their membership in the wider 
society. Not just what they can qet but what they can give 
to America. They profit from our qreat land of freedom and 
owe a debt of responsibility to the liberty they enjoy. We 
are not a country disposed to censorship: is there no way 
Hollywood and Madison Avenue and the corporations that 
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control them can be brought to understand that the education 
of future 9enerations of Americans is in their hands as much 
as it is in the hands of our educators? When will our 
popular music artists and those who package ·and sell them 
begin to understand that they also shape and mould the 
tastes which, in the name of the free market, they pretend 
only to serve? When will the companies that move their · 
plants abroad and downsize their labor forces and covert 
fulltime workers with pensions to part workers at minimum 
waqe recognize.that they have a responsibility to full 
employment and good health and a society capable of paying 
for the goods they produce and not just· to the short-te~ 
bottom line? 

These are not demands for altruism or sacrifice. They simply 
recognize that liberty carries with it responsibility -- for 
groups and individuals alike. Thay ask our common 
associations and· business corporations to acknowledge that. 
they are part of a free society and benefit from its 
freedoms and have a responsibility to sustain those freedoms 
through responsible behavior. Kenry Ford fiqured out that 
higher pay tor his workers created greater demand for his 
cars, a healthier society ~nd a more productive workforce -­
all of which helped Ford prosper in the long run. 
Citizenship is the long-term perspective of liberty. It 
teaches the Hollywood studio that short term profits and the 
exploitation of violence and sexuality will not in the lonq . 
term nurture an America for which it will·want to or be able 
to make films. It teaches business that an America that does 
not share in its productivity and profits will not in the 
lon9 run be either a market from which it can prof it or a 
society that will support it. 

J. Finally, if citizenship is the glue that hold democracy 
together, talk is the binder that holds citizens ~ogether. 
But talk, like citizenship itself, is an art. civic talk is 
not any old talk, but talk that listens as well as it 
articulates: talk that seeks out some one else's position 
even as it asserts one's own: talk that respects even when 
the other side seems morally repuqnant; talk that is civil 
even when it uncovers fundamental differences. 

America certainly is not short on talk today. But much of 
the talk is a9resaion by other means, assault by words, 
communication· as intolerance. Radio hosts on both sides of 
the political divide demonize their adversaries and 
encourage callers to dismiss opponents as fools and idiots 
and, what is worst of all, traitors. Too often we talk 
neither to persuad~ nor to learn but to overpower and 
intimidate. 

Talk is democracy's most precious· commodity: it has been 
badly debased. Every niqht· you can tune into television 

·, 
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shows where three Washington experts spend a half hour 
talking about a current event -- all three talking at the 
same time, outshouting one another, waiting for t:he chance 
for the last word, the loudest word, the an9riest· word. This 
isn't the kind of talk that.nurtures democracy or gives us a 
colllJllon currency of symbols to bridge our many policy 
differences and plural values. Those who support the rights 
of women to choose when to 9ive birth are not nurderers1 
those who believe abortion is morally rioxious are not 
fanatics. Those who believe in the possibility of government 
to make a contribution to the public good are not communists 
or socialists or traitors to America; those who believe 
there is too much government are not fascists or anarchists 
or traitors to America. The ar9ument over the proper size 
and duties of the Federal Government is as old as the 
Founders. When we make that ar9W11ent a· basis for productive 
discourse and use if to ·discover new ways of doinq business, 
its serves us well •. When we use it to demonize our opponents 
and expose the "bad faith" of our adversaries, we permit it 
to destroy us and the possibility of living toqether in the 
face of our many differences. 

We need to restore talk to its proper function as the 
mediator of our democracy: the carrier of our mutual respect 
and tolerance: the key to our civility. Civility is the 
essence not just of civilization but of democracy. It is the 
water in which democratic citizens swim without drowning. It 
allows us to mediate our differences and find comJDon ground 
in spite of our divisions. 

If we can restore to our. national life a sense of our 
responsibilities as individual citizens, a recoqnition of 
the obligations of communities and civic associations and 
business corporations to the public good as well as their 
own ends, and a belief in the necessity of civility -- talk 
as bridge rather than talk as sword -- perhaps we will once 
again be in a position to tap our democracy's qreatest 
asset: we the people of the United states of America. 

II. A "Campaign for Renaweg C,tti;pnshi.Ru 

I think it makes 9ood sense to see the Thursday speech not 
simply as an important attempt to address the issues, but 
also as the beqinning of a "campaiqn" aimed at enqaqinq 
Americans as individuals and in their communities in 
revi!ing their sense of civic responsibility. For this to be 
meaningful, there need.to be specific tasks, 
responsibilities and commitments that individuals, groups 
and corporations can take on. 
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They do not have t.o all be invented from the top down 
many can be chosen by those wishin9 to ·respond to the ~all 
for engagement. one,might say in .the speech something like: 

"You do not have to be a Peace corps or an Americacorps 
melDDer to make the commitment to citizenship. There is 
room in your everyday life for citizenship, which is a 
state of mind as well as a set of responsibilities." 

But there does need to be a co:nunon device: perhaps a 
"Covenant of Citizenship" in which Americana pled9e NOT TO 
THEIR GOVERNMENT BUT TO ONE ANOTHER to take responsibility 
in their ~ei9hborhoods, their schools or places of worship, 
their workplace, for some· of the problems that afflict 
America. It is important that such a commitment be seens NOT 
as a SURROGATE for government, but as a partnership with 
government, a sharing of responsibility, not·the government 
saying "now that YOU are responsible citizens our job is 
done!" 

During the war organizations and companies contributed to 
the democratic war effort (even as in many cases they 
profitted from war production). How can we .call on business 
today to make a peace-time commitment that mirrors the 
responsibility they took for liberty durinq the war? Is 
there a·"corporate covenant"? What might be asked of them? 
Ditto tor the media -- which at least in some localities has 
committed to things like "Fal'liily news broadcasts" -- but 
more generally has taken little civic responsibility for its 
educational and informational responsibilities. 

Obviously, the Thursday speech can only point to a campaign 
-- which will then have to be worked out. But as lon9 as it 
makes clear that the speech is a beginning point, not an end 
in itself, and that you plan to ask America to join in a 
civic partnership of individuals and groups, the details can. 
come later. 

on talk, it would be valuable to think of a kind of "pledge 
to civility" that media companies, coJDlliunications and 
entertainment corporations and.other might take -- which 
self-restrained them in specified ways. 

There are finally many groups and associations already out 
there doing important civic work that might become symbolic 
leaders of such a campaiqn since they already have taken on 
the responsibilities of citizenship. 
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Plenary Address by Benjamin R. Barber at the Civitas Meeting 
Prague, .June, 1995 

I am honored to be among you today. You represent women 
and men doing the real work of democracy, many in countries 
with far less good fortune than my own, with less time to 
make democracy work -- history more often against you than 
with you. 

I am also grateful to Joe Duffey and Penn Kemble for 
asking me to join you. For they know I am a mischief-maker, 
someone unlikely to to talk in ~have-a-nice-day" cliches 
about democracy, in America or anywhere else. I think they 
encourage me because they know that more than anything else 
democracy is about making mischief: asking questions, 
confronting power, challenging dogmas -- even when they are 
the dogmas of democracy. They also appreciate that after two 
hundred years we Americans are not necessarily closer to 
realizing democracy fully than nations with only twenty 
years' or two years' experience. Old issues of race and of 
class as well as new issues of gender still hang over 
America. When Kemble addressed this gathering yesterday and 
asked those from coutnries still troubled by ethnic tensions 
to raise their hands'· I raised my hand. 

But then it is in the nature of democracy that it is a 
process not an end, an ongoing experiment not a set of fixed 
doctrines. Its ideals, unless we repossess them generation 
to generation, fossilize ande become little different than 
any other ideology. The "Open Society" is a society without 
closure; a society open to challenge and criticism. When a 
nation announces: 'the work of democracy is finished!' it is 
usually democracy that is finished. 

In the skeptical spirit of democracy, I would like this 
afternoon to ask some hard questions: questions whose 
answers affect. old democracies no less than new democracies. 
Let me pose and then try to address four related questions: 

1. Is democracy exportable? Is it a formal cormnodity 
that can be delivered by post or fax or E-Mail by those who 
possess it, to those who do not? 

2. Is democracy a function of political institutions 
and written constitutions and bills of rights? Can libe~ty 
be won by borrowing a document or redesigning a parliament? 

3. Is democracy synonymous with markets? Does the 
def eat of cormnunism and the triumph of capitalism guarantee 
the establishing of democracy? 

4. Does democracy depend on heroic leadership? 
Extraordinary politicians and noble statesmen? On 
Churchhills and Roosevelts and De Gaulle's and Havels? 



The short version of my talk today is: no, no, no and 
no. The beliefs that democracy can be exported, that it is 
no more than a form of government, that it issues directly 
our of capitalist markets, and that it depends for its 
success on heroic leaders represent four of the most 
seductive and ingenious as well as mistaken and dangerous 
myths of today's would-be democrats. Let ~e say something 
about each of them. 

1. THE MYTH OF EXPORTABILITY: 

It is we Americans and West Europeans and not those of 
you in Eastern Europe and Russia and other transitional 
societies who most need to remember that democracy is never 
a gift of one poeple to another but the hard won fruit of 
costly local struggle. It is something to be taken not 
given, as you have again shown us. Moreover, while there are 
universal ideals that undergird the struggle everywhere, 
democracy's forms are as various as the struggles through 
which they are won. In the years before the American 
Revolution, Puritan Massachusetts developed one 
constitutional system, progessive Pennsylvania another and 
the royal charter plantation-slave colonies still others; 
our regional institutions are marked by these differences 
even today. 

Democracy grows up indigenously and country to country 
it is always distinctive. The Swiss celebrate communal 
rights rather than individual rights, gemeindefreiheit not 
abstract personhood. Great Britain has no seperation of 
powers though we Americans think such a separation is 
indispensable to the preservation of liberty; Ethopia's new 
constitution must address the problems of tribalism, Poland 
is a deeply Catholic nation and like Ireland has no 
separation of church and state. Germany is federalist while 
France is unitary and centralist. Given this indisputable 
diversity among the old democracies, why then should the new 
democracies not find their own appropirate institutions and 
democratic identities? Surely they too can afford to look to 
their own histories and cultures for sources of inspiration. 
Is there some localist promise to be found in the Russian 
village mir? How about Romanian fraternal organizations? 
After all, Robert Putnam discovered a linkage between North 
Italian choral societies and later attitudes towards 
democracy! Yes, even the old Russian idea of the worker's 
council -- the soviet -- in its pre-Bolshevik, plural 
manifestation may hold some promise. To reject communism 
need not mean throwing away alternative economic strategies 
that diverge from capitalism: say Employee Stock Ownership 
Plans (ESOPs) or consumers cooperatives. 

In the ancient world, prudent skeptics used to say 
"distrust the Greeks, especially when they come bearing 
gifts." New democrats might do well to distrust old 
democrats, especially when they come bearing the gift of 
advice -- and I include THIS advice as a fit subject for 
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skepticism! The only way the unique American experiment in 
democracy can be imitated or borrowed is to make sure each 
nation sees its own experience with democratization as 
equally unique, equally experimental, equally special in its 
own right. Other nations can no more establish democracy on 
a strictly American template that America established its 
democracy on a strictly English template. Common ideas and 
old institutions play a role, to be sure, but there must 
always be a sense of fresh experiment -- what Jefferson 
called a little revolution every nineteen or twenty years. 
This emphasis on experiment becomes even clearer when we 
look at the question of whether democracy is an matter 
primarily of political institutions and a written 
constitution. 

2. THE MYTH OF FORMAL CONSTITUTIONS: 

The belief in the exportability of democracy rests 
largely on the myth that democracy is no more than certain 
formal political arrangements that can be plopped down like 
a tent more or less on any soil anywhere in the world. That 
it is a used car to be handed over from generation to 
generation, an old reliable heap that, with a few new parts, 
a little accomodation to climate and conditions, can be 
driven anywhere. Well democracy is not an automotive 
universal, not a blueprint to be followed regardless of 
conditions. It cannot be imposed top down. It grows bottom 
up, and anyone hoping to design survivable democratic 
institutions needs first to understand the landscape and 
topology on which their structures are to be erected. 

A constitution cannot create democracy, democracy 
creates a constitution. Bills of rights do not create 
rights, they codify rights already defined, fought for and 
won. America had one hundred and fifty years of experience 
with local civic culture and civil liberty and municipal 
freedom before it codified that experience in a federal 
constitution. Switzerland's nineteenth century constitutions 
followed on the heels of 600 years of experimentation with 
confederalism and communal liberty. Britain still hasn't 
gotten around to writing down the evolving principles of 
constitutional liberty by which it has lived for nearly 
eight hundred years since Magna Carta! 

What is a bill or rights but a piece of paper? 
"Parchment parapets" said James Madison -- paper castles 
from which no defense of real liberty could possibly be 
waged. For that reason, Madison thought the American Bill of 
Rights was a poor idea -- the constitution and the 
experience it codified WAS a bill of rights he said! Without 
citizens there can in any case be no rights and no liberties 
and without a civic culture and civic education there can be 
no citizens. The logic of liberty leads from citizenship to 
rights, not the other way round. The struggle for 
citizenship ~ the struggle for rights! 
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This is why your work a civic educators and community 
organizers and NGO advocates is so vital: "democracy," said 
John Dewey, "is not a form of government but a way of life." 
It is a set of engrained attitudes, a culture of independent 
thinking as well as cooperation, of conflict as well as 
consensus. Such attitudes need to be taught: democratic 
culture is an acquired trait not a natural attribute. We may 
be born free on paper, but in reality we acquire our liberty 
through a long and arduous apprenticeship -- Tocqueville 
called it the apprenticeship of liberty. 

The ·old Soviet Union had a quite impressive bill of 
rights but without the apprenticeship of liberty there could 
be no true Soviet citizens, and in their absence the Soviet 
Constitution was a fraud, empty promises and vacant rhetoric 
that only exposed the hypocrisy of a tyrannical party 
leadership. Today Russia has many of the formal institutions 
of democracy (indeed, it had some during the Soviet era), 
but the struggle there is to give these institutions a 
foundation in civil society, to root them in the culture of 
democracy, in an education in liberty and in a civil 
religion -- what Justice Black once called in America 
"constitutional faith" and what Jurgen Habermas has labeled 
"Verfassungspatriotismus" or constitutional patriotism. Your 
task is much more daunting than simply announcing a 
multiparty system and declaring the press free and telling 
everyone they can vote for whomever they wish. Cultivating 
the 'habits of the heart' associated with the democratic way 
of living takes time. Patience is democracy's foremost 
virtue but a virtue always in short supply. You are expected 
to do in six years or six months what we have not yet 
finished doing in sixty or six hundred. Hurry hurry hurry 
along the road to democracy, we implore, knowing our road 
was long and tortuous and was best traversed by those moving 
slowly and deliberately. Yet in the modern world there is 
less time, and after long decades of tyranny far less 
patience. 

Moreover, yours is no easy task, even if you can afford 
to be patient. For there are rivals to the civic educators 
of our time and they are awesome and irresistable 
competitors for the attention of the young. The true 
pedagogy of the post-modern era is plied neither in school 
or family or church but in television and films. Can an hour 
of civics once or twice a week rival the twenty-four hour a 
day mind-whacking of MTV? Can an election campaign attract 
as much attention as a prime-time soap opera? How are we to 
teach peace when films celebrate violence so seductively? 
What are 25,000 NGOs compared to one,Walt Disney Company or 
a Microsoft Corporation or the global McDonald's network? 

Last night at the splendid banquet in the Spanish Hall 
of the old castle, John Cooke of the Disney company reminded 
us that for better or worse film is the great tutor of our 
times, and that the most we could hope for would be to get a 
future film-maker in our classroom for a while. What a 
sobering, lugubrious thought! And did you notice that among 
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the film clips he screened showing Hollywood's devotion to 
civic values, almost all of them were more than twenty years 
old, and many were thirty, forty or fifty years old? None 
Nere from the last few years. How could they be? The lessons 
of Oliver Stone and Bruce Willis and Arnold Schwarzenhagger 
are not civics lessons. Nor can they be. The aim of 
Hollywood is as plain and straightf oward as the aim of 
Madison Avenue: a profit on investment. They are not selling 
democracy, they are selling tickets. Which is as it should 
be, as long as we do not pretend that films can become our 
civics teachers. 

Which brings me to the third myth: 

3. THE MYTH OF MARKETS: 

No, democracy is not a synonym for the marketplace. The 
freedom to buy a coke or a video of the Lion King is not yet 
the freedom to determine how we will live and under what 
kind of regime. Coke and McDonald's and MTV are in 
undemocratic Singapore and China as well as in semi­
dem6cratic Russia and the democratic Czech Republic. 
Historically, it is not capitalism that produced democracy, 
but democracy that produced capitalism. Capitalism needs 
democracy but does not know how to create or sustain it and 
frequently produces circumstances that may undermine it. 

The myth of the market is our most insidious myth 
because so many believe it, because the market's invisible 
shackles are so comfortable. It is so easy to believe that 
the replacement of conununism and its conunand economy with 
capitalism and its market economy is all there is to 
securing democracy. For that makes it possible for many to 
prosper and assume that their prosperity is the same thing 
as democratic equality and justice. 

There is today a disastrous confusion between the 
moderate and mostly well founded claim that flexibly 
regulated markets remain the most efficient instruments of 
economic productivity and wealth accumulation, and the zany, 
overblown claim that naked, wholly unregulated markets are 
the sole means by which we can produce and distribute 
everthing we care about, from durable goods to spiritual 
values, from capital development to social justice, from 
profitability to sustainable environments, from private 
wealth to the essential conunonweal. This second claim has 
moved some to insist that goods as diverse and obviously 
public as education, culture, penology, full employment, 
social welfare and ecological survival be handed over to the 
profit sector for arbitration and disposal. To solve 
problems by the logic of this myth means ... to privatize. 

Yet markets are simply not designed to do the things 
democratic oolities do. Markets aive us urivate rather than 
public modes of discourse, allowing us as consumers to speak 
via our currencies of consumption to producers of material 
goods, but preventing us from speaking as citizens to one 
another about the social consequences of our private market 
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choices. Markets advance individualistic rather ttian social 
goals, permitting us to say, one by one, "I want a pair of 
running shoes" or "I need a new VCR" or "buy Yen and sell 
dollars!" but not allowing us to say, in a common voice, 
"our inner city community needs new athletic facilities" or 
"there is too much violence in the movies" or "we should 
rein in the world bank!" Markets preclude "we" thinking and 
"we" action of any kind at all, trusting in the power of 
aggregated individual choices (the invisible hand) to 
somehow secure the common good. Consumers speak the 
elementary rhetroic of "me." Citizens invent the common 
language of "we. 11 

. 

Markets are also contractual rather than communitarian, 
which means they stroke our solitary egos but leave 
unsatisfied our yearning for community, offering durable 
goods and fleeting dreams but not a common identity or a 
collective membership. The disastrous consequences that 
follow from patterning political reforms on macro-econnomic 
theory are patently visible in countries from Russia to 
Latin America and Africa where according to Guillermo 
O'Donnell, a leading Latin American political scientist "as 
the private sphere flourishes ... the public sphere 
crumbles." To him, the matter is simple: privatization is 
not democratization." Period. 

So not only do we need, beyond our markets, the virtues 
of democracy; but our markets need democracy too if they are 
to survive. Nor can they, by themselves, produce it. They 
are as likely to undermine as to sustain full employment, 
environmental safety, public health, social safety nets, 
education, cultural diversity and real competition. 
Capitalism depends on such public goods for its private 
functioning, but it does not and cannot produce them. 

The great danger in ex-communist societies is that, 
along with the seductions of the market, the fear of 
communist statism and totalitarian government will breed a 
fear of all intervention in the name of the common good, a 
fear of democratic government itself .. I have noticed how 
reluctant people are here in Eastern Europe to speak of 
community or solidarity or even of citizenship -- terms 
redolent of tainted notions of comaradeship and party 
membership. Even civic education may remind us of government 
indoctrination programs to be avoided as a new form of 
official propaganda. But as Solzhinytzyn has warned us, and 
as modern Moscow too often reminds us, wild, unregulated 
capit.alism can be as savage it its own fashion as communism, 
and under it real freedom can become equally elusive -­
especially since there is the appearance of choice. To fear 
democracy is to fear ourselves. 

What then is to be done if democracy is not to be 
borrowed, or fashioned from a few political reforms or 
secured by privatization? Will it take heros to bring us 
real liberty? 

6 



4. THE MYTH OF HEROIC LEADERSHIP: 

The quality of democracy, I believe, depends on the 
quality of citizens not the quality of leaders. Fascist and 
communist regimes -- dicatorships -- need great leaders to 
survive. All they have is their leaders. Democracies need 
effective citizens. In Bertolt Brecht's play Galileo one 
character remarks "pity the country that has no heros;" 
another retorts, "no, pity the country that·needs heros." 
Democracy is government without heros: ordinary women and 
men doing extraordinary things on a regular and continuing 
basis. 

Back in the 1890's, the American populist leader Eugene 
Debs was addressing a particular grim meeting in a 
particularly dour era where things had gone badly for the 
movement. Voices from the crowd urged him to "save us, lead 
us out of the darkness!" Debs replied in a fashion democrats 
everywhere need to engrave on their hearts: "I will not lead 
you out of the darkness. I cannot. And if I could, I would 
not. For if I could lead you out, I could lead you back in 
again." Charismatic leaders are problematic in a democracy. 
We Americans, "we get in the most trouble," said Garry 
Wills, "under the leaders we love best." "Strong leaders," 
said Emile Zapata, "make a weak people." 

No, our work here must be our work -- the mundane taks 
of civic education and community organization and the 
establishment of a global civil society. In the words of the 
old Negro spiritual, "we are the ones we've been waiting 
for." 

We can start by renaming "NGOs". No good thing can come 
from entities defined in the negative by what they are not. 
Non-governmental organizations are not just non­
governmental, they are also non-corporate, non--private. 
They are voluntary yet public, free associations devoted to 
common goods, non-coercive without being indifferent to 
justice. The civic associations and international 
organizations you represent are our strength, and a crucial 
counterbalance both to international anarchy and to the 
incipient monopoly of multinational corporations. Our 
transnational civic associations (TCA's?) occupy a third 
space in between overbloated governments and overbloated 
private corporations; they represent old fashioned civil 
society, a space where we can breathe together the air of 
liberty. 

This domain belongs to us. Civic space is our space, 
but it exists today mostly in our imagination, especially in 
the international sphere. In reality we have malls and 
shopping arcades and voting booths and movie houses and 
bureacracies but little real civic space like the space we 
have created here in Prague over the last four days. 
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Our session today is labeled "the future of civil 
society." I am not sure what kind of future civil society 
has. I am a little pessimistic, in part because the myths I 
have talked about this afternoon are so widely shared. I do 
know that without a robust civil society and a will to push 
it beyond national boundaries, there will be no citizens, 
only consumers of goods and subjects of bureaucratic states. 
And without citizens, there will be no democracy. 

The good news is that we do have a choice. That the 
educators and organizers in this room, and people like them 
everywhere, can make the difference. But the work is hard, 
the obstacles are multiplying, the myths still spreading. 

Liberty, wrote J.J. Rousseau, is a food easy to eat but 
hard to digest. If we are not careful, in New York and 
Washington no less than in Prague and Moscow, we may produce 
not free civil associations and democratic societies but 
only an enduring civic indigestion. 
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MEMORANDOX TO: 
PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON 
DIR.ECTOR OP SPEECBWRITING, DON BAER 

FROM: Benjamin R. Barber 

Director, The Walt Whitman Center tor the culture 
and Politic• of Democracy, Rutgers Oniveraity 

cooiJ 
PAX: Office -- 908-932-19~2 _ f\e~).L .(..(Jlf1ti.r-. 

Home -- - I P6/(b)(6) I< a r. ( ....... p \- ol· n+-i 
TELEPHONE: Office -- 908-93~·6861 

Bome - - - I PB/(!2.J@=:=J 

RE: Your Fax dated Januai:y 4, 1995 inviting suggestions for 
the State of the Union 

Date: JaDuary 6, 1995 

Thank you for inviting comments on the President's 
upcoming State of the Vnion. The suggestions offered here 
are based on the premise that what Americans who are 
emerging from an angry and divisive election and who retain 
a hostility to government most need from their President 
right now is a sense of PERSPECTIVE: historical context that 
reassures them that things are not SO different; a powerful 
civics lesson that reminds them that in a democracy, theirs 
is the ultimate responsibility; a trans-partisan appeal that 
recalls them to an affirmative and cooperative view of 
America's democratic prospects. 

I have tried to suggest a distinctive language that 
allows the President to stand a~ove the fray without seeming 
opaque or irrelevant; a language that challenges those who 
have tried to capture recent events with negative, anti­
governmental or anti-Clinton rhetoric, a language that 
appeals to the better angels of America's nature. 

The language I deploy is one in which terms like civil 
society, democracy, citizenship, civility, deliberation, 
responsibility and fairness (which I have tried to treat in 
the context or the others, since it is not presently a 
viable issue!) can be used without seeming hoary or old­
fashioned. My assumption is that the President can best 
serve and influence the nation at this polarized moment 
through the exercise of moral leadership and long-te%ll'l 
vision. A seer is finally simply some one who can ~· With 
Congress in the hands of others, the Presidenct must· use the 
bully pulpit as a vantage point from which to see both 
deeply and to distant horizons. . 

This President is a natural teacher: eloquent without 
being professorial or scholastic; capable of grasping and 
articulating complexity without sacrificing sincerity. 
Teaching may be a more effective way to lead than trying to 
vye with Republicans for legislative paramountcy. For 
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legislation and policy reforms grow out of a vision, and he 
who controls the vision ultimately controls the political 
process ·- (which is how Reagan dominated a Congress 
controlled by Democrats) . 

Without seeing the linkage between specific policies 
like national service, health care, welfare reform and crime 
and a larger vision of America, Americans will not support 
policy reforms at all, whoever authors them and however 
impressive their techical merits. Called to action by such a 
vision, there is almost nothing they will not undertake -­
who knows, they may even prove willing to raise· taxes _for a 
vision in which they truly belive! 

For all their anger, Americans desperately want 
leadership from those they elect, yearn for a vision of 
themselves and their country that will pull.them out of 
cynicism and alienation and allow them to become active 
agents and responsible citizens again. That is why national 
service has been such a.success. 

A -state of the Union that begins to fashion a new 
vision using.the fresh and affirmative language of 
citizenship and civil society would then be a powerful way 
to initiate a Presidential counterpoint to the noisy 
antigovernmentalism of the new Congress. Although a common 
thread runs through them, I have grouped my specific 
suggestions -- (far more I am sure than you have any use 

_for) -- under several different headings to facilitate 
review. r am happy to have you ransack these suggestions for 
words, phrases, sentences or whole paragraphs, as you see 
fit. Or to discuss the language here. I know speechwriting 
at this level is a collaborative art, and that many 
interests need to be represented. It is the tone and spirit 
of the specifics below that are, to me, most important. 

1. SPEAKING TO LARGER CIVIC THEMES OF CIVIL SOCIETY. 
CITIZENSHIP A.ND DEMOCRACY: 

"These are not easy times for our democracy, but 
democracy is never easy. Tyranny owes as much to laziness 
and complacency as it does to power and dominion. There is 
less certainty and security today than ever before, but 
liberty and certainty are often in tension, while security 
·can sometimes signal the end of opportunity -- doors closed 
on change, newcomers excluded from contributing. A traveller 
once said that you can always tell when you cross the 
frontier of -a dictatorship because of the silence. Democracy 
is full of welcome noise: loud, raucous, a little unseemly, 
even vulgar. And that is as it should be. 

"It is true that politicians are not held in high 
esteem by many, but then George Washington was villified as 
a tyrant while Thomas Jefferson was called names at which my 
friends on talk radio would shudder. Distrust of governors 
is the mark of free women and men and only tyrants need fear 
it. 

P.01 

2 



BENJAMIN BARBER 413 298 4364 01-05-95 1e:01 

"The tumult of democracy means that as Americans, we 
often seem to be at odds with outselves. But it is still not 
easy, even after 200 years, to live with our freedom.· As 
Rousseau (the French democratic philosopher) observed, 
liberty is a food easy to eat but hard to digest. It is not 
so surprising that from time to cime we suffer a little 
indigestion -- or that others around the world, newly 
introduced to democracy, should have jumbo belly aches. 

"Not to belittle the special problems of our times: 
there are legitimate grievances that need our attention -­
mine, Senator Dole's, Speaker Gringich's, but also yours. 
Many of you have worried that government has grown too big 
and bureaucratic, unresponsive to your needs; and some of us 
have worried that this has in turn made you forget that 
government belongs to you; not just your countiy council or 
municipal government, but the Federal Government here in 
Washington. It coo belongs to you, we are merely its 
stewards, serving at your pleasure -- or not serving, as 
some of us learned in November! What this means is that 
government at its worst as well as at its best is nothing 
more than American citizens engaged in common activity, 
doing things together no one individual or group can do 
alone. In a democracy the buck stops not here -- I can be 
voted out -- but there where sovereignty lies, with you, the 
citizenry, to whom this government, lock, stock and barrel, 
belongs. • 

"We cannot allow Government to become an "It." You 
cannot allow government to become a "them." In a democracy, 
government is always a "we." Politicians and civil· servants 
have to work at remembering who exactly the "we" is that 
they serve. Citizens and ordinary people have to work at 
remembering that the government belongs to them -- that they 
are the "we" -- and can never succeed unless they take 
responsibity for :tt~a.-t\JC~'. 

"Many of you are waiting for better leaders. I 
understand. But we need to remember, in the words of the old 
civil rights anthem, "we are the ones we've been waiting 
for." We need to make government work but we need also to 
make citizenship work. . 

"Responsibility comes hard to politicians and citizens 
alike today, because we have so little civic space. Civic 
space -- our democratic forebearers like Alexis.de 
Tocqueville or John Locke might have called it civil society 
-- is that precious place between government and the private 
sector where we can encounter one another as citizens. Like 
the private sector it is free and voluntary -- but it is not 
private! It is public space, neighborhood space, where we 
are in public without being in government, in conversation 
without becoming adversaries, in action, without becoming 
bureaucrats. 

"Civil society is the spac::e where we learn 
responsibility, where we nurture cooperation, and where·we 
cultivate citizenship. It is where we practice what 
Tocqueville called that "most arduous of all 
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apprenticeships: the apprenticeship of liberty." To rein in 
big government does not mean we have to give up our public 
space or reduce every public ideal to a private calculation. 
Less government can mean more space for our churches and 
synagogues, our foundations and voluntary associations, more 
room for civil society, more room for citizens to run their 
own a!tairs. Government is only one expression o! our 
commonality: there are many others that help Americans feel 
like a "pul:>lic, 11 like one people, one nation indivisible. In 
our rush to thin down and streamline government, let us not 
undernourish civil society or give our cormn.on nationhood 
short shrift. Citizens should not feel merely like clients 
o! governments but nor should they !eel merely like -
customers of commercial markets." 

2 • .sr&Agm; ABOtlT OVR nm.vctABLB um c:aowma 
nrrpppPPllCB BOTH WITBIN Al!IEJtICA ARP 
llfl'UllAT·IOlfALLY : 

"We need one 
American na 
togetber. W~e~ha~v;e}.:'~~~~~~~~~"::'7-;-~~~~~~ 
cont.ine 
wagon heading west. Yet Americans headed West 
±n wagon trains; we settled our great country no 
homestead by homestead but village by village, t 
helping one another raise the barns and build th 
One by one, our forbearer& certainly looked like 
special people; but only together could they hav 
unique and special country. 

11 As we make government smaller and 
states and localities, we cannot afford to lose our sense of 
community. There are many task that government cannot do 
that individuals, one by one, cannot do eithe . To privatize 
should not mean to isolate, to carve up our ivil society 
into pieces so small and groups so selfish hat we can no 
longer do common work together .. 

"Interdependence is our condition, a d we need a 
politics that recognizes that condition. n recent years, we 
hav ld·walls of tyranny and hatred bein torn down 
ab!:Qad: surely t s i 1ng new walls here 
at. home Ill a world that gets smaller every year, in a 
country where no one can succeed or fail alone, there is no 
wall high enough to insulate the prosperous from poverty, 
the healthy from public plagues like Aids, the suburbs !rem 
the effe·cts of urban violence, the old from the anger of the 
young, the young trom the indifference of the old. 

"Some people -have toyed with the illusion of 
withdrawal: pull out of civil society into some gated and 
fortified subdivision with its own police and school and 
sanitation service. such strategies are as harmful to those 
who withdraw as those they leave behind in underfunded 
public schools and overcrowded cities. Though America has 
many parts and pieces, it is a single vessel: we wander its 
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decks in ones and twos harboring the illusion that we can 
come and go as and where we please. But if the boat 
founders, we all go under together. The illusion of our 
independen~~ is exposed. . 

"The same is true across the porous borders of the 
modern world. When the peso falls, American investors are 
stung; when the Brazilean rain forest burns, ou~ oxygen 
supply is depleted; when Yugoslavia falls into civil war, 
the security of Europe is theatened and·we-too are at peril. 

"It is not al truism .but realism that. compels our 
engagement in che world. We are not in the United Nations as 
do-gooders but to protect our own interests; we must 
sometimes put our soldiers in harm's way not just to 
guarantee the liberty of strangers but to· secure ·our own. 
Foreign Aid is a misnomer: it is a domestic insurance policy 
that serves Americans no less than people on the other side 
or the globe. Interdependence has made it so. Isolationism, 
whether internationally or in the suburbs, rests not on 
selfishness but illusion -· the illusion that selfishness is 
possible in our interdependent world." 

J. SPEAKING TQ COMPETENT CITIZENSHIP AND TliE NECESSITY 
OF CIYILITY.i. 

"The success of our democracy depends on the quality of 
its leaders, bue far more than this it depends on the energy 
and commitment of its citizens. In Brecht's play Galileo a 
soldier sighs "Pity the country without heroes." "No," 
replies his comrade, "pity the country that needs heroes." 
It is tyrannies and dictatorships that need heroes to 
function against the odds; democracy is government without 
heroes, government in which competent citizens in and out of 
public office do the work themselves. 

· "Effective citizenship in turn depends on the quality 
of our democratic conversation -- the power of our civil 
discourse. Here I w to s re with ou a wor about the 
deterior c talk. Civility is not J a 
nicecy of life:,it is a necessicy of democracy. Wor s are 
the currency or our commnality1 we I\!Z'd them botn to clarity 
our conflicts and to discover what we share. Words are bonds 
that"hold us cogether, .make us -- for all our-diversity -­
one people, under God. In the beginning, the Go9d Book tells 
us, ~ the Word! And for good reason. 

"So when words are depreciated. when the 
weapons in angry hands, we lose our ca:::::a~c~i~·t;:-;;-1r~o=-=:a--- ion 
an co e. spe i a c , clubs become knives 
an guns, and vio en eplaces speec as tne· roker o our 
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diff~e~~es. Bemocr aey doe.s not mean we all agree with one another, 
or s are a single set of values~It means we have pledged ~ 
noc to permit our disagreements to destroy our c:ommu~~~ it 
means we have promised to respect one ~other even w -
especially when -- our values diverge. There are good honest 
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Americans wh~ believe deeply that abortion compromises 
sacred life; there are good and honest Americans who believecX,e~f ~ 
taking from women the right to choose when and where they l 
will bear children compromises sacred liberty. Neither 
epithets nor the bullets epithets call forth can settle such 
deeply felt conflicts over the sacred; what they can do is 
to unsettle and undermine the civility that allows us to 
live with them. 

"When we brand the religious as zealots or call those 
with compassion for the poor'socialists,' when liberals and 
conservatives each expatriot the other as 11 un-American," 
when "crypto-fasciet" C!illd 11 femi-nazi".become everyday ways 
of dismissing those to whom we no longer want to listen,-we 
debase our civic language and put democracy itself at risk. 

"I call on my !riends and my critics to restore 
civility to their public voices. We are blessed with a plain 
and frank language that does not need personal insult to 
dress up disagreement. Let us challenge views we oppose 
without dismissing our opponents. Let us confront the issues 
that divide us without making divisiveness the issue. Let us 
argue in _public as loving ramily members do in private:· with 
a conviction leavened by affection; with trankness marked by 
respect. Only thus can our nation both recognize its 
plurality and hold together as a civil -- I mean civil -­
society. 11 

FillALLY. SPBAJ[INO TO THE YOQNG, which might be a 
power!ul device in one section, perhaps the end of the 
speech. 

"I want in closing to speak in particular to our young 
people. To Chelsea, to your children. To all Qlll: children. 
For you are us, our future, America written into time. Many 
of you are tonight serving your communities in Americorps or 
Vista but too many more are on drugs or in prison; millions 
are in school but how many of you are drop-outs, or 
considering it? I am glad to tell you we have promised to 
get tough with criminals. three strikes and they're out. But 
many of you may feel you have three strikes against you long 
before you are ~ old enough to commit a felony. For 
though you represent who we will become as a nation, we have 
not always made you the measure of our legislative aptitude. 

"Yet surely you are the markers of our success and 
failure. When you flourish, we know we are succeeding. When 
you are hurting, we are in trouble. And the path leads in 
both directions: as we feel cynical, you reel betrayed. As 
we quarrel and recriminate, you lose hope. As we punish you 
for our failures, send you to jail because it is easier to 
put you out of our minds than get into you~ as we watch 
some of you buried and mourned rar too soon because we have 
responded to your anger and pain much too late -- as we give 
up on you, you give up on America. And we forfeit our 

future. 
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11 I want to say to you tonight that we know that wit~•OU.L 
you we have no future. That it is our job -- I don't mean 
government, I mean y_our country, you~ parents, the citizenry 
you will soon join -- to give you a world free of drugs and 
Aids and debt so that you can perhaps give to your children 
a world of health and prosperity and peace-. I want to tell 
you that we will not forsake you.by neglecting you~ schools 
or walling off your neighborhoods or insulating ourselves 
from the turmoil of your coming of age. 

"You will be the acid test of our policies and action. 
Many of you have risen to the challenge ot national and 
community service. National service is also Qlll: task. 
Because only when you are served by us, can you hope to 
inherit an American worthy of your service. Not so much as 
your President, but as a citizen who calls on the activity 
and agency of every American, I pledge to you unceasing 
service to your cause, our cause, this blessed nation•s 
future. 11 

END 
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I have asked you here today to discuss a matter of deep 
importance to America. You, who have done so much to build 
community across this land, understand as well.as any Americans 
our national need to find a new common ground. 

It is fitting for us to talk here at Georgetown. As a student, I 
learned about finding common ground and common cause here. When 
I arrived in 1964, I already had some understanding of this -­
from my schools, my church, my home. I grew up in the South at a 
time when so many of us struggled to live together against a past 
that drove us apart. 

But, I learned so much more during my time here, as our country 
confronted new obstacles to our age-old striving to give meaning 
to "E Pluribus Unum." We saw it in the clash of cultures and 
generations. And we saw it in the rage and fear and violence that 
erupted in the streets of this great Capital after Dr. King was 
slain. 

Fortunately, we also learned something here more uplifting and, I 
believe, enduring about the American spirit. Sitting where you 
now sit, I heard the words of ·a Professor named Carol Quigley, 
who taught that America was the greatest country in the history 
of the world because our people have always believed in two great 
ideas: first, that the future can be better than the present. 
And second, that each of us has a personal, moral responsibility 
to make it so. 

I ran for President to apply that lesson to our effort to meet 
the challenges of a new century. And I returned to Georgetown in 
1991 to call on Americans to forge a New Covenant to overcome the 
obstacles of our own times. 

When I ran for President, we had too many Americans who saw the 
global economy as a dog-eat-dog world. Too many Americans 
believed they could lose everything in the next minute. That they 
were out there all alone -- without the help of a government that 
cared and without the ties of community or, too often, even 
family to help. They had stopped believing that the future could 
be better than the present. Or that they could take personal 
responsibility to change that course for the better. 

For the past two-and-a-half years, we have worked hard to change 
that, to strengthen our economy, to expand educational 
opportunities, to increase trade, and to create jobs that will 
keep our citizens and our families strong. In my administration, 
we have worked hard to help our schools teach better citizenship, 
responsibility and values. We have created Americorps, our 
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national service initiative~e new meaning to the old American 
principles of opportunity and responsibility, community and 
country. And I have spoken out, on many occasions, to say we must 
come together now to meet the demands of change, that we are 
going up or down together. 

But, for all we have done, we know it is not enough. It is the 
great irony of our age that the forces of opportunity that are 
lifting us up also contain within them the power to tear us 
apart. The new global economy that holds out so much promise in 
terms of ideas, technology and jobs, also places tremendous 
pressures on our families, our communities, our va Pushed 
too far, mobility can become dislocatio . Industriousness_>an 
become overload. Those pressures can lead o - 1::-r-a-t:-i--e-ns, and 
those frustrations can lead us to turn against one another in 
blame, rather than toward one another in common purpose. Most 
Americans are doing their dead-level best to cope with those 
frustrations in their daily lives. But we have seen, in the 
shadow of Oklahoma City, how some people who live at the margins 
of our society express their frustrations through violent acts 
that strike at us all. 

Many people, in and out of politics, want to look around for 
someone to blame -- whether it is the government, or the 
entertainment industry, or global corporations. Some who are rich 
say it is the poor. Some who are poor say it is the rich. 

The truth is, we all must share the responsibility. As President, 
I have spoken out repeatedly on the need for greater 
responsibility in all sectors of our society. I am proud that 
many in my administration, including Tipper Gore, the Vice 
President's wife, have led the way to bring more responsiblity 
and stronger values to many parts of our daily life. 

As they have shown, this is a time not for pointing fingers but 
for joining hands. We have watched old walls of tyranny and 
hatred being torn down abroad. Surely this is no time to be 
building new walls here at home. The real question now is not, 
who is to blame, but, what are we going to do about it? And that 
is why I want to talk with today . 

. h h 1 \.,'/r!}AA__ 'd . l' . d Wit your e p, I want us to put asi e partisan po itics an 
unite this country in·a massive effort to promote civility, stop 
violence, and rebuild the American community. 

We learned more in Oklahoma City than just the force of hatred 
and violence and division. We saw the best of the American 
spirit ... concern for one another ... neighbor helping 
neighbor ... understanding and tolerance and love. A true 
resurgence of community. That's the American spirit. That's 
what keeps the American Dream alive for our children. 
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It should not take chaos or catastrophe to bring out our 
character. We must revive the search for virtue and the common 
good in our everyday lives. The message is clear -- Let us unite 
to condemn hatred, intolerance and violence. Let us rebuild a 
sense of community with respect, civility and civil order. 

I believe we can do this, because I know we have done it before. 
If you go back to the beginning of this country, the great 
strength of America has always been our ability to associate with 
people who were different from ourselves and to work together to 
find common ground. Many of you were fortunate enought to have 
had the experience I had of growing up in places where people did 
come together to help one another. My grandparents and my parents~ 
taught me about equality, justice and the worth of ev ·~ 
individual. It did not come without resistance, ut many of the ~ 
people I grew up around believed we could work in unity -- and . 
because we believed it, we helped to move one another forward. ~. 

But we must not believe those who would have us think we can ~ 
simply wish our way back to the way things were. Life is not that 
easy, and the forces the world places on us are not that simple. 
Our challenge is to reapply our basic values in the context of 
different times. We must do everything we can to transform our 
thoughts, our words and our actions, so that we promote civility, 
community and common purpose, not rancor, division and hate. 

We should begin with the way we think about one another. In many 
ways, we have become a nation of "others." White, black. Men, 
women. Liberal, conservative. We have all come to categorize the 
other person, to count them out of our group and into another 
group that we suspect of not sharing our values, our concerns, 
our virtues. Some of this came out of the best of impulses: 
People of like backgrounds or interests have, in recent decades, 
found a new freedom to express their shared heritage and 
strengths. And much good has come out of this, for all of us. But 
we must make sure that our diversity remains a strength for all 
of us, and not a force for divisiveness. 

If you see yourself as other, you are less likely to feel you 
have a stake in building a common future of harmony and 
prosperity. We must not forget the sternest lessons of our 
century: The danger that can arise when people think of each 
other as categories. 

We need to begin by letting go of the presumptions we make about 
people whom we do not know -- whom we regard as too different. 
Let me put this in personal terms. All of us have been guilty of 
false presumptions. Think about the presumptio hat a arently 
led to the Oklahoma City rage y. any o those who lost their 
lives were hardworking government employees, who have been 
routinely and derisively referred to as "bureaucrats." When 
Hillary and I visited the families and loved ones of those 
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workers who had been killed, I realized that they gave their 
lives performing the most vital services to people -- sending out 
pension checks, ensuring public safety, taking care of our 
children. And I vowed right then and there never to use the term 
"bureaucrat" again derisively. That is the kind of presumption I 
am talking about. 

We all must take personal responsibility to suspend our 
presumptions about people who are different than we are, to stop 
treating each other like enemies. We are all Americans. That is 
the best presumption to start with. 

Beyond our thoughts, we mu~t take responsibility for our words. 
Words have consequences. Words and discussion and debate are the 
very currency of our democracy. Democracy does not mean we all 
agree with one another, or share a single set of ideas. If it 
did, we would never change in this country and never make 
progress. But democracy does mean we have pledged not to permit 
our disagreements to destroy our community. It means we have 
promised to respect one aonther even when -- especially when -­
our ideas are different. 

That is what the Speaker of the House and I reaffirmed in New 
Hampshire last month. Everywhere I have gone since that 
discussion, people have to1d me how impressed they were with the 
civility of that moment. They told me how good it was to see to 
the two of us quietly, meaningfully debate our differences, 
without the angry words and name-calling that have become so much 
a part of political debate in our country. 

I challenge all of our political leaders to tone down the 
rhetoric and to rememeber that hate is not a family value. Beyond 
left and right, there is a frontier of civility that we must 
defend. And we must be vigilant in the face of the people who 
would breach that frontier, whether they speak from the left or 
the right, through microphones or newspapers or in front of 
television or movie cameras. 

When voices advocate racism or sexism or dehumanization of 
individuals of any kind, it does not matter that they are our 
allies on other issues or that they attack others with whom we 
disagree. We must reject their attacks outright. We must do that 
if they are the voices of the left [Farrakhan, with quotes to 
come] or of the right [NRA, with quotes to come]. If we do not, 
how w~ll we have the moral authority to teach our children they 
are wrong when they use the worst kind of racial epithet in a 
high school yearbook as a sick joke, which is what happened in 
one high school recently? 

When our words become weapons in angry hands, we lose our 
capacity for cooperation and compromise. When speech is a club, 
clubs become knives and guns, and violence replaces speech as the 
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broker of our differences. We cannot afford that in our 
democracy. 

Finally, beyond our thoughts and our words, we must take the 
actions that can renew our sense of community. As President, I 
have worked hard to rebuild community across our country. Our 
support for Americorps. For community development banks. For 
empowerment zones: All reflect our larger commitment to help 
people make the most of their lives and to give them the tools to 
work together. 

But my actions as President must go beyond all of that, because 
what it takes to rebuild community and civility is about much 
more than government action. I believe it is my responsibility to 
show the American people that there are real, concrete ways for 
us to join together to work towards a stronger American 
community. And I want to convince them that there is far more 
that is right and good about what we are doi.J:lg as Amerigans -
and what we still can do -- than th-ar-divides us and pulls us 
down. As I said when I was inaugurated as your President: There 
is nothing wrong with America that cannot be fixed by what is 
right with America. 

That is why I will devote time in the weeks and months to come to 
highlignt-what is good in America -- what is working to help pull 
us together. When I travel across this country, I meet many 
people like you·. In every town, community and state I visit, I 
meet remarkable people who are doing their part and urging others 
to do more. The community leader bridging racial divisions 
through a sports league. The principal who makes her school into 
a place for youth to play and study in the evening. The 
entertainer setting up a foundation to reach at-risk children. 
This is what works in America. And I want America to know about 
it. 

We must challenge everyone to do more. And that is especially 
true of leaders from all sectors of influence in our lives. 
Business. Entertainment. Media. Sports. Education. I will meet 
with leaders from these and other sectors of American society and 
challenge them to join me in our efforts to renew the American 
community. 

I will ask business leaders to build on examples of corporate 
responsibility -- providing on-~ite day care to make our people 
good workers and good parents and investing prof its back into the 
training of the most important asset any business has: its 
workers. I will not demonize entertainment leaders. That is too 
easy. The hard part is to find ways with them to use our media 
and entertainment outlets to strengthen families, reinforce 
values and provide positive role models. I will remind those in 
sports and entertainment of the responsibility that comes with 
the fame and rewards of their work. 
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More than anything, I will meet with American citizens across 
this nation who are working everyday to build bridges and promote 
healing. People who understand that citizenship means more than 
paying your taxes and mowing your lawn. It means behaving with 
decency, restraint and deep caring for one another as fellow 
Americans in a diverse but unified nation. 

We must do all this in the face of real and profound challenges. 
We know that. B~t are real. But, our challenges are no greater 
than those we have faced -- and overcome -- together throughout 
our history. Think of all the times we have come through. We did 
it a generation ago during civil rights era. We did it when this 
nation put an American on the moon. We did in in winning the Cold 
War. We did it in the great fight against fascism in World War 
II. And we did it in Oklahoma City. 

We must never forget, we have faced these challenges before. 
Abraham Lincoln, who saved our Republic in the hour of its 
greatest challenge and redeemed the promise of our freedom, said 
something very important in his first inaugur~l. The country was 
coming apart at the seams over the issue of slavery. We were 
headed into our deepest conflict. But he had the understanding to 
say: "We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies." 

I say to you today, my friends: Let us stand up for the future 
of our children. Let us stand up for the unity of our nation. 
And though we may disagree, let us take up our greatest 
responsibility to one another: Let us not be enemies, but 
friends. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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.. You have. been a supCrb Presidc,nt in the face· of this tragedy. )'ou ,have , · 
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. comforted Rnd lnsplred the nadoO:. You Wive been caring and com~naf:C >'c:t toug.b. 

and declslve and firm. 

•The Lord Womin Mysterious Ways." . . . . 

· OUt of this. tragedy and : suffering. I believe we have an opporumlty · to . 

fnndai;nentally change attitude& hi th.is country. If we seize the chalJenae, It can be a 

· tnmhig point foe America ~d for your Presidency. 

What we as a nation need to hear is not just denunciation - we need inspiration. 

"What we saw in Oklahoma City was not only the forces of hatred and violence 

and division. We saw the best of the American splrir. ••• carlng and compassion -· 
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concern for one. another ••• neighbor helping rieighbor ... understanding and tolerance and . ~ 

_love - A true resurgence of commrinity. That's the American Spiril That's what keeps 

the American Dream alive for.ourchildren." 

•And now we need to unite and inspire the nation with a Cn1sade to StQn the 

Violence and Rebuild the.American_ Comtnuoll}'.." 

I believe you could launch thls Crusade with your speech at Michigan State 

University on May 4th. You could issue a challenge to the nation -- to communities and_ 

neighborhoods plagued with crime, to parents ancl teachers in oar homes and schools. to 

Ministers and Rabbis in our. churches and synagogues, to the media and the movie 
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teaching peaceful conflict resolution ... the possibilities are treinendoos. 

I believe you have an opportunity to seiz:e. the "bully pulpit" and unite the nation 

in a crusade to Stop the Violence and ~d tho American Community. 
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 

JULY 6, 1995 

It is fitting to come to Georgetown for this speech. As a 
student, I learned about finding common ground and common cause 
here. When I arrived in 1964, I already had some understanding 
of this -- from my schools, my church, my home. I grew up in the 
South at a time when so many of us struggled to live together 
against a past that drove us apart. 

But, I learned so much more during my time here, as our country 
confronted new obstacles to.our age-old striving to give meaning 
to "E Pluribus Unum." We saw it in the clash of cultures and 
generations. And we saw it in the rage and fear and violence that 
erupted in the streets of this great Capital after Dr. King was 
slain. 

Fortunately, we also learned something here more uplifting and, I 
believe, enduring about the American spirit. Sitting where you 
now sit, I heard the words of a Professor named Carol Quigley, 
who taught that America was the greatest country in the history 
of the world because our people have always believed in two great 
ideas: first, that the future can be better than the present. 
And second, that each of us has a personal, moral responsibility 
to make it so. 

I ran for President to apply that lesson to our effort to meet 
the challenges of a new century. And I returned to Georgetown in 
1991 to call for a New Covenant to help us overcome the obstacles 
of our own times. 

When I ran for President, we had too many Americans who saw the 
global economy as a dog-eat-dog world where they could lose 
everything in the next minute. Too many Americans believed they 
were out there all alone -- without the old ties of community or 
neighborhood or, too often, even family to help. They had stopped 
believing that the future could be better than the present or 
that they could take personal responsibility to change that 
course for the better. 

For the past two-and-a-half years, we have worked hard to change 
that, to strengthen our economy, to expand educational 
opportunities, to increase trade, and to create jobs that will 
keep our citizens and our families strong as we approach a new 
century. In my administration, we have worked hard to help our 
schools teach better citizenship, responsibility and values. We 
have created Americorps, our national service initiative.J.f§ive 
new meaning to the old American principles of opportunity and 
responsibility, community and country. And I have spoken out, on 
many occasions, to say we must come together now to meet the 
demands of change, that we are going up or down together. 
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.____qi/& 
cJ#;t111!M 

November 17, 1994 

Dear Friend of TVC, 

Isn't it wonderful. I told my wife, Beverly, to pinch me because I may be 
dreaming. But it is real. Family-friendly legislators are now in control of the Congress. 
Voters did reject Clinton liberalism in favor of family values, lower taxes and tough 
measures against crime. The liberal Washington establishment has been turned on its 
head and sent packing. Now conservatives have the opportunity to govern expediently. 

I 

TVC is involved in the transition prc>cess in Washington D.C. and I am personally 
making sure that the "family values" issues are given proper priority and advancement. 
Right n_ow we are developing a series of positive pro-family initiatives that we will have 
introduced into Congress. In the meantime, I am accelerating a project that we began 
last summer. It is important that we unite together to achieve an important goal. 

Please join Cl national effort spearheaded by Congressman Cliff Stearns of Florida 
;md TVC to remove Dr. Joycelyn Elders as President Clinton1s Surgeon General. 

Elders' hate-filled, malicious attacks on heterosexuals and Christians· are of the 
same spirit and caliber as the bigoted statements made by the nation of Islam's 
spokesman, I<hallid Abdul Muhammad, about people who are Jewish. This COWltry 
reacted with outrage at Muhammad's comments. Even members of his own faith·-for 
whom he claimed to be speaking-renoW\ced him. Yet, when Elders assaiJs Christians,· 
she goes unquestioned and the President does not act to restrain her. This behavior is. 
indefensible and must be put to a stop with her removal from office. 

With the change of leadership in the Congress, I believe we have an outstanding 
opportunity to have Dr. Elders resign .. Her slanderous comments against Christians and 
outrageous ideas of providing condoms and R·rated sex education in public schools puts 
all of our children at risk. As parents, grandparents and citizens, we must fight baCk. 

Please join my efforts in dumping Dr. Elders by signing the attached petition and 
sending ,it back to me. Your signature, combined with thousands of others will create 
a snowballing effect for this effort. 

Could you please also en dose (I special fina_~_~ial gift to ·assist in this effort? We 
must contact hundreds of thousands of pro-family supporters to activate the grassroots. 
This takes money for postage, printing, phone calls, etc.· I know you will send what you 
rnn. · Without your financial .support, we cann<)t complete this pxoject successfully. 

Surgeon General Joycelyn Elder~ has done just what we warned. With astounding 
regularity, she has used her position to malign and insult people with deeply hel<;l 
religious convictions. Her diatribes have nothing to do with the health of this nation's 
citizens but rather ar~ a way for her to promulgate her own religious bigotry. ' 

. 100 S. Anaheim Blvd., Suite J!>O, An:l11t?i111. CA 92805 (714) 520-0JOO 
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Dr. Elders' statements are more than words, they reflect a deep hatred for people 
based on their religious beliefs. In our country she is free to hold lhese views, but as a 
high level government officia!i she and her superiors must be held accountable for the 
impact those yiews, when publicly revealed, have on our nation. There is dearly a 
double standard: What is unacceptable for anyone else to say is apparently "politically 
correct11 when Joycelyn Elders says it. 

She has had the audacity of celebrating legal abortion as a positive way to reduce. 
the number of children born with Down's Syndrome. As the grandfather of a precious. 
disabled child, I find that assertion frighteningly reminiscent of Nazi" Germany, where 
people considered "inferior" were eliminated. Arid she has callously suggested that 
increased funds to combat diseases that afflict the elderly are not necessary because "they 
will probably die with som~thing sooner or later." 

Clearly, the contempt in whkh she holds those with whom she disagrees is such 
a problem that it interferes with her ability to do the job she is paid to do. She has spent 
far more time taking potshots at her adversaries than in promoting good health. Let's 
tell President Clinton: "Americans have had enough, your Surgeon General must go. 0 

While Surgeon Generals are meant to be leaders in increasing awareness of health 
issues, Elders has concentrated on sex. While she has done litUe to inform Americans 
of the dangers of heart disease, leukemia, prostate cancer, tuberculosis, etc.; she has gone 
out of her way to promote sexual activity to underage and unmarried people. 

Elders contends that contraceptive distribution clinics in public schools will 
eliminate teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases~ Concerning AIDS education 
Elders has said: "We.can't teach them about AIDS without telling them abuut sex. We taught 
them what fo do in the front seat (of a car). Ncrw it's time to teach the1ii what to do in the 
back seat," (National Commission on Children Video, 3/ 4/92). 

As you can see Wt! must force the resignation of Dr. Elders. Please join the efforts 
of Congressman Cliff Steams and TVC by signing your petition and mailing it back to 
me TODAY so we protect our country's children and uphold our religious liberties! 

Also, could you please pray for our efforts? We need your undergirding.· One last 
, thing. We arc finilncially drained because of our activities associated with tile election. 

Could you please enc:lose the petition along with a special financial gift? We need 
you now more than ever. 

Yo~oice at 

er~· 
Louis P. Sheldon 
Chairman 
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******************************************** 
When the IRS launched a blatant attempt to 
gag "politically incorrect" churches, 
ACLJ ·attorneys too~ immediate action.to keep 
it from happening to your church •.• 
******************************************** 

Dear Friend, 

PAGE 4 

1 1 L "· ftc -·- . 

Recently, Jay Sekulow and other American Center for Law and 
Justice attorneys climbed the steps of a federal court to def end 
people of faith in what may be our most important case yetl 

This case ultimately affects every church, sy·nagogue, 
mosque, ministry, ~n~_Eara-church organization in America. 

It pits the ACJ,J squarely ag~inst one o·f the most feared of 
.all federal agencies -- the Internal Revenue Service. 

John Marshall, an early Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, knew the dangers of taxation when he wrote in an 
early 19th century ruling that, "the power to tax involves the 
power to destroy." 

over 100 years later, another Chief Justice, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Jr., took this statement one important step further when 
he wrote, "the power to tax is not the power to destroy while 
this c;ourt sits." · 

Justice Holmes knew that taxation without restraint could 
lead to abuse and danger. He also knew that the judicial system 
w4e a key deterrent to controlling punitive tuAallon. Which · 
brings us to the.case I lllt!ul.ioncd ••• 

This case center-~. around Pierce Creek Church of Binghamton, 
New York, which had its tax-exempt .status revoked by the IRS. 

Pierce Creek Church co~eponsored an ad which ran in USA 
Today and The Washington Times four days before the November 1992 
presidential ~1~~tinn. 

The ad posed a number of moral questions regarding the 
candid.'.ley of Bill Clinton, but fell short of recouunending that 
Mr. Clinton not be elected. Pierce Creek Church wa3 identified 
as one of the co-sponsors at the bottom of this ad. There was a 
brief reference to tax-deductible donations being accepted. 

In a move that falls nothing short of being a blatant 
attempt by the IRS to "gag" politically incorrect churches, 

{Continue_on the next page, please .•. ) 

----------------------------.. -"'-.-.,.-------·---,-----
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Recently, Jay Sekulow and other American Center for Law and 
Justice attorneys c.limbed the steps of a federal court to defend 
people of faith in what may be our most important case yet! 

This case ultimately affects every church, synagogue, 
mosque, ministry, ~Dd_Eara-church organization in America. 

It pits the ACI.J squarely ag~inst one o·f the most feared of 
.all federal agencies -- the Internal Revenue Service. 

John Marshall, an early Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, knew the dangers of ta.xation when he wrote in an 
early 19th century ruling that, "the power to tax involves the 
power to destroy." 

over 100 years later, another Chief Justice, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Jr., took this statement one important step further when 
he wrote, "the power to tax is not the power to des·troy while . 
this Gourt sits." 

Justice Holmes knew that taxation without restraint could 
lead to abuse and danger. He also knew that the judicial system 
w~e d key deterrent to controlling punitive t~Aallon. Which 
brin9s us to the case I mt::uLloncd ••• 

This case center_~. around Pierce Creek Church of Binghamton, 
New York, which had its tax-exempt statue revoked by the IRS. 

Pierce Creek Church co~aponsored an ad which ran in USA 
Today and Tlle Washington Times four days before the November 1992 
presidential ~1~~tinn. 

The ad posed a number of moral questions regarding the 
candido3ey of Bill Clinton, but fell short of recouuneuding that 
Mr. Clinton not be elected. Pierce Creek Church was identified 
as one of the co-sponsors at the bottom of this ad. There was a 
brief reference to tax-deductible donations being accepted. 

In a move that falls nothing short of being a blatant 
attempt by the IRS to "gag" politically incorrect. churches, 

(Continue on the next page, please ••. ) 
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Pierce Creek Church's tax exempt status was revoked not just 
from the time the ad ran and forward, but from the ~eginning of 
1992, eleven months earlierl 

Can you imagine how devastating this must have been to the 
church? ~11 of 1992's donations no longer tax-deductible? 

Now, imagine.the far-reaching implications this IRS action 
has for all religious institutions. · 

For yea~s, people of faith have been told to keep their 
beliefs and views behind the walls of the Church: 

•Don't dare peaceably assemble to protest the horrors of 
abortionl" ••• 

"Don't even think about ·getting access to public bui·ldirigs 
otherwise accessible to 'non-religious' qroupsw ••• 

noon't try to restore moral sanity and the prc-~m.inence of 
the f iJIIlily I " ••• 

•Educators and bureaucrats know what's best for our 
children, not parents or pastorsl~ ••• 

Every time we have· heard phrases like this, we have j umpe,d 
into action. 

And in little more than four short yeare, the ACLJ has 
forged victory after victory -- while serving notic~ to America's 
new social engineers and historical revisionists that their 
designs will be met at every juncture and challenged. 

But now the battle is taking a new turn -- right back toward 
what is the very heart and soul of the Church! 

For if the Church is not permitted•to speak out against. 
moral issue a ••• if the Church can no longei· t:lxpose abhorrent 
behavior ..• if the Church cannot confront sin ••• if the Church no 
longe~ raises a standard for soc~ety to strive for and 
attain .•. then, just what i5 the Church? 

Pierce Cre~k·s pastor responded to the IRS' threats the way 
the Church of .Jesus Christ must ~lways respond; Theil his church 
was merely doing· what the Church has been doing for centuries -­
warning people of moral dangers if they m~ke the wr6ng decisiorisl 

Now, the IRS seeks nothing less than to "silence" thie brave 
church. But if the IRS is succe~eful in "silencing" Pierce Creek 
Church, ~ frightening precedent will be established that will be 
called up whenever and wherever there i·s a church, synago9ue, or 
mosque whose views differ, from those in p_olitic-al leadership. 

It may seem ·an extreme comparison, but the former Soviet 

(Turn to the next page, please .•. ) 
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Union.was successful in creating a "manageable" Church whose 
believers were fed a "qospel" in line with government orthodoxy 
and practices. 

· Likewise, the Peoples Republic of China has authorized a 
"Patriotic Church," and has made sure .that it is led by 
politically correct priests who attend to ite needs. 

Even the earliest Christians were "encouraged," sometimes to 
the point of martyrdom, to "sanitize" Christianity's message, eo 
that it fit with the prevailing moral and cultural.attitudes~ 

Yet the Church has never backed off before -- nor can it 
aver retreat from speaking the truth. 

But the IRS has found a powerful ·tool· to level at American 
churches when their messages don't conform with politically or 
religiously correct standards -- revok~ the church's tax-exempt 
statue, thereby forcing it to operate as a business enterprise. 

We reco9nize that there have been occasional abuses by 
.churches that may have blurred the line between tax-exempt and 
for-profit activities. 

But philanthropy has flourished in America, ~s in few other 
places, because our government has made it advantageous for 
generous people to support religious and social activities they . 
believe in. And, in so doing, a large portion of needs that 
might have to be otherwise met by.government programs are served 
by what is referred to. as the non-profit sector. 

If 19~t unc:hatlenged, this IRS ruling will impact America 
severely. 

First, ~he Church will live in fear as to what it can preach 
or teach. Next, charitable donations will decrease when the tax 
benefits to philanthropy are revoked. And, finally, truth will 
be impeded when an all-powerful agency like the IRS can make tax­
exemption dete.un.i.nationa whenever a church• s messa9e is at odds 
with the nation's leadership. · 

This is why the Pierce Creek Church case aga·inst the IRS may 
be the most significant case yet undertaken by the ACLJ. · 

Thie case will not go down easily. The !RS is a powerful, 
friqhteniny opponent. 

It has the resources to fight on for years. We cannot let 
the IRS outlast us in this battle, .so we must take s~rategically 
measured steps on behalf .of our. client and, ultimately, America's 
religious institutions. 

Just our initial effort, which includes the full atlentiona 
of chief counsel Jay Sekulow and four to six other le.gal 

(Please continue on the final page .•• ) 
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associates, will require perhaps thousands of hours. -. Now that 
ACLJ attorneys have begun, there can be no turning back.· Too 
much is at stake. 

The seriousness of this case, and its implications for all 
people of faith in America,· requires that we urge concerned 
people like you to do four things to help ue mount an effective 
and successful challenge against the IRS: · 

First, we-ask you to complete the American Opinion Survey 
we've ·enclosed. Your opinions are extremely important. They 
count. And, they will send a strong message to both our 
opponents and the American people. · 

Second, we need your regular, ongoing prayer. While our 
attorney's are highly skilled _in the law and the American judicial 
system, we know our stren9th' comes from the Lord. 

Third, we need the most generous gift you can send $50, 
$25, $100, $500 or whatever is possible -- right nowl 

Fourth, and finally, we ask you to show.this letter to your 
pastor and to your church's leaders. It is important that your 
church be informed about this threat-, and even consider helping 
us through interceeeory prayer for the ACLJ and the Pierce Creek 
Church, as well ae with financial support. 

Pierce Creek Church has 
blow by the Internal Revenue 
Church tax-exempt-revocation 
against the American Church. 
one day. 

Please respond quickly. 

been dealt the equivalent to a death 
Service. And, the Pierce Creek 
will become a dangerous weapon 

Perhaps against your church, also, 

Thank you. 

A. Fournier, Esq. 
utive Director 

P.S. When you complete and return your American Opinion Survey, 
please indicate your desire to receive my booklet, Fighting 
tor Law and Justice. This 34-pa.ge booklet is yours, -free, 
just for the asking. In _it, I tell tha exciting story of 
how the ACLJ became one of the foremost public intere~L law 
firms in America. 

Our work is expensive, and thla ca~e against the IHS·m~y be 
our costliest yet. Yet as a publi~ interest law firm, we· do 
not charge for our legal services. Please· let us hear from 
you today by completing the survey ••• requesti.n9 your 

- booklet ••• prayin9 for·us ••• sending the most generous gift 
poeeible ••• and·lettin9 your church leaders know about this 
c~ac. Again, thank you and may God bless yuu. 

PAGE 7 
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0 Enclosed is my gift for the month of: May 

Amount enclosed: S --~-

,_,,,,.,.,,,,,.. • L,' I ,,. , '. , 1,.-"',f·• ,,,,. , 

0 I understand that my continued suppon entitles me to receive Tiie Christian American. 

Please detach and return card with your gift. 
. Malu a11y dittngrs or t:f'rrectio111to10'" adtlres,, Cl/I tlu re~erlr side of this card. ·-----------------------------

Monthly Message 
Carol, the Senate will soon vote on President Clinton 1 s 
choice for surgeon General •• Dr. Henry Foster. If . 
confirmed, Foster will be the first U.S. Surge9n General 
to have ·actually personally performed abortions. In 

··addition, Foster is a stl:'ona advocate of the failed 11 safe 
sex 11 philosophy which inclu es explicit sex education for 
children as young as kindergarten and the rnass 
distr~bution of birth control to young children through 
the schools (without the consent of·parents). 

Foster is the darling of radical organizations like the 
NATIONAL ABORTION RIGHTS ACTION LEAGUE. We cannot afford 
to let the Foster nomination stand because, if he's -
confirmed, the Left will trumpet this as a devastating 
defeat for the pro-family cause. Please call your two 
Senators at {202) 224-3121 and urge them to vote against 
Foster 1 s confirmation. 

Pat Rober-tson 
Please make .your check payable to l:hr~tum Coalition. Thank yo11. -

P.O. Do~ 1990 • Chesapeake, VA 23'l27 

OFFICIAL 
RECEIPT 
Please retain this 
portion for your 
records. 

_/_/ __ , 

Date 
$ ____ _ 

Amount 
Chrislian Coalilion is a 
non·prolil orl)ani1alion 
under IRS Code 501 

· (c)(4). Con1rlbulions, 
including membership 
leas, are no1 l&X· 
dQduetible because 
!hey 11ra uwd to 
Influence legi,lallon. 
l:urporale and 
business contrib1Jtinns 
aro wak:onlEI. 

-----···-------" ......... __ _ 
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HILLARY ALERT I I /I// 
. I (. ......... 

A speciQl project of the Alneric.<m Conservative Union. 

Dear Fellow American, 

Here is your opportunity to do what yo~ couldn't do in 1992 .•. 

••. vote FOR or AGAINST First 
Person Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

Please, take out a pen right now and siqn the enclosed HILLARY 
BALLOT. Then rush it bac~ to me today. 

Hillary "Rodham" Clinton is now the second, if not the first, 
most powerful person in the world. 

She sits in on Cabinet meetings .•• 

her lackeys are in charqe of, among other.things, 
the Justice Department and the Department of Health 
and Human Services; 

she has a huge taxpayer-paid staff and flies on U.S. 
military aircraft at your and my expens~; 

•.. her lavish offices take up nearly· an entire floor of the 
.west wing of the White House; 

and even though Hillary is in the process of dictatinq 
what health care will be available to you ... 

she was elected by no one and is accountable to no one. 

You and I didn't have a chance to vote for ·or against ••First 
Person" Hillary Clinton before. · 

But you cap now. And this time, I'll personally make sure your 
voice will be heard . 

. So please, do not delay you~ response. Complete.your HILLABX 
BALLOT and rush it back to me today .. Your HILLARY BALLOT.will be 
tabulated in our national processinq center here in Washington. o.c. 

Your vote will be kept strictly confidential. 

But the overall results will be sent to the White House, 
Congress, and to the national medi~. 

Our goal: to counter the biased media's ridiculous claim that 
Americans approve of Hillary and her enormous illegitimate (or 
illegal) power. What's more, we want to use the·results of our 
HILI..ARY BALLOTS to force Bill Clinton to rein in his wife before she 
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can do any serious and long .term damage to our nation. 

"Billary" (Bill and Hillary) fooled America last November. They 
deliberately misled voters into believinq that Hillary would not have 
enormous power. 

we all know now that this was not true. We know that Hillary's · 
"down home 11 act and cookie baking were all a charade. 

And we know that Hillary intends to rule the White House and· our 
nation with an iron fist. · 

In fact, that is exactly what she is already doinq: 

• ·Hillary demanded that Bill Clinton pick a woman for 
Attorney General -- no matter how many times it took 
to get it right; 

* Hillary played a major role in nearly all cabinet 
appointments makinq sure her friends, such. as the ultra• 
liberal Donna Shalala, were chosen over others; 

*Hillary sit~ in on all cabinet meetings, was a·major 
player in the White House/Governors conference, and 
has already begun lobbying -- and bullying -- Senators 
and Congressmen from both political Parties. 

Do you ever wonder why Bill Clinton caters so much to the 
radical hon1osexual crowd? 

Why he insists on homosexuals in the military? Or why he wants 
AIDS infected immigrants to come to America? 

I 

Part of the answer is "Queen Hillary." 

Her radical agenda includes special privileges for homosexuals, 
feminists, abortionists and other left-vin9 kooks. 

It also includes ..• sky-high taxes .•• opprccsive government 
regulations .•• a massive redistribution of wealth ... an expansion of 
the welfare state ••. racial quotas ••. federally funded pornography ... 
the complete dismantling of the military :and the CIA ••. 

..• and total control oyer your life and your income. 

That's why she told Bill Clinton to qive her the one job in thQ 
one area in which she. ca,n ·cause the most damage -- health care. 

Nothing frightens me mor@ than Hillary decid~ng f9r me and f~r 
~ what kind of health care we should have. Because despite what 
she says, Hillary's health c~re plan will alm6st certainly lead to: 

* rationed health care; 
* new taxes on social Security, income 

and health care benefits; 
* long waiting periods and delays 
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in treatment1 
* fewer doctors, less drug research, 

and poorer health care quality. 

This is the future if Hillary is allowed to decid! our nation's 
health. care system -- gu_aranteed. 

Guaranteed because Hillary is a pro-socialist. pro-Marxist 
leftist who will lead our nation down the same path as the Soviet 
Union, Eastern Europe and other nations who have bankrupted 
themselves by trying to provided "free•• government run health care. 

The bottom line my friend is that nothing is -"free." one way or 
another, you and I will Cl;lways pay for health care. 

' 

But.with Hillary in charqe, the health care we get will be far 
worse then what we get now. 

That's why you and I haye to stop her. 

And why, I hope I can count on you to join ''HILLARY ALERT,." a 
special project of the American Conseryatiye Union CACU). 

My name is David A. Keene. I am Chairman of both HILLARY 'ALERT 
and the ACU. The ACU w~s founded in 1964 by aides to Barry 
Goldwater's Presidential campai9n. 

considered by many to be the most respected and etfective 
grassroots organization in America, the ACU is the one group that 
truly frightens the liberals. 

And for good reason. 

From standing up for the "Silent Majority" in the 1960s ..• to 
limiting the damage·caused by Jimmy carter in the 1970s .• to helping 
Ronald Reagan build his conservative "revolution" in the 1980s ... 

.•. the ACU has helped make history. 

And· with your support today, we intend to continue to make 
history in opposing the socialist agenda of Bill and Hillary Cllnton. 

We believe in lower taxes .•• less government ... a strong 
defense ... the traditional family values that made America great. 

In short, the ACU stands for everything.Bill and Hillary 
detest .. ~ God, family. and patriotism. 

. r 

That's why one of our top priorities is using HI.LI.ARY ALERT to 
limit the power ~f Hillary "Rodham" Clinton. In many ways, she is 
far more dangerous than ·her husband because she fanatically believes 
her leftist philosophy. · And about all that stands iri her way riqht 
now a·re you, me, and the taxpayers of America. That's why, in 
addition to your HILLARY BALLOT ••• 

I also hope I can count on you to rush the ACU a most 
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generous donation of $15,· $20, $25, $50, $100 ~r more today. 

Please, your gift is just as important as your HILLARY BALLOT. 

You see, in taking on Hillary Clinton we are taking on the 
darling of the media, Hollywo·od, and the entire establishment Left . 

. To counter this force, we need to: 

* distribute a minimuni of l million HILLARY BALLOTS· 
nationwide as soon as possible; 

* recruit an army of 100,000 Americans willing to flood the 
White House, the Congress and the radio talk shows in a 
sea of petitions, phone calls and letters·demandinq Bill 
Clinton rein in his radical wife; 

* create and publish a HILLARY ALERT newsletter which will 
track and expose every move made by our new "First Person"; 

* fOrm an alliance of Conqressional leaders who will help us 
fight Hillary's socialist health care proposals in the 
House and Senate. 

My friend, this is indeed a massive endeavor. And it will take 
your support, both political and financial to make it work. 

But with your help, it can and will work. As lonq as we beqin 
today,. before it's too late. 

The ACU needs your completed HILLARY BALLOT today so we can 
launch a counter strike against her biased allies in the media. 

And we need your gift of $15, $20, $25, $50, or Sioo to fund 
this counter strike. 

So please, complete your HILLARY BALLOT and then rush it back to 
me today alonq with your most urgent, most generous donation. 

Thank you. 

~<:I:J _s:ncere1~/ 
. ~ (/,. 11~------

David 1\. Keene 
Chairman 

P.S. In an arrogant and symbolic slap in_she face to all Americans, 
Hillary Clinton changed her name to Hillary "Rodham" Clinton 
after the election. This use of-her maiden name is Hillary's 
way of saying,, 11 I fooled you in November. Too bad. I'm in 
power now and there is nothing you can to do stop mel". 

Please, help me and.the ACU prove Hillary "Rodham" 
Clinton wrong -- today. 
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Bill and Hillary Clint~~~ have-a dirty little 
secret they have tried to hide from America 

-,..~~ 

••• 

... but I hav~ obtained a SPECIAL REPORT that 
EXPOSES the· SHOCKING TRUTH! 

Dear ~·riend, 

Here .i.s a little known fact that will hordfy you: 

has 
hP.en bus r.a wo1· orce. , 

Now the secret is out. Clinton-appointed bureaucrats are 
us.inq your tax funds to promote de\riant homosexuality --

-- IN EVERY MAJOR BRANCH OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT! 

Herc is just a part of their shameful SE<;:_B.~T ~_qf.ND~. 

** Homosexuals training as FBI agents! 
** Federal agencies adding "sexual orientation" to 

their employment policies. 
** The Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Employees (GLOBE) 

association formally recognized by the federal 
Off ice of Personnel Manaqemen~ (OPM) ! 

· ** Taxpayer-funded qay research! 
** 22 known homosexuals appointed by the President 

to hiqh level positions! 

I kr1ow you are as stunned as I was t.o learn of this. It. 
rnak0s me sick -- and. it should make both of us FTGHTING MAU! ---·-···----

·D.J¥J . 

I do not mean lo panic you -- but we musl take drastic sleps 
now to root ~l:lt thi~ spreading moral cancer in our government. 

1'hankf.ully, a man of courage -- Sen. Jesse Helms of North 
Carol ).na -- has come forlh to lead the fight for decency. 

For this cause, I will ba asking you to put 
your STAMP OF APPROVAL on the enclosed copy 
of Sen. Belms 6ii1 (S.25) to halt taxpayer 
funding of perversion in our qovernment. 

Then return your ::d.yut:tl and apprnved bill to me. I want· to 
pre.sent thousands of thc::;e signed bills to Sen. Helm::; so he can 
convince his colleagues to vote in favor of this crnc.i..al bill. 

now -- his bill ma 
you momen ·s o give 
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lfer:e i.s what Sen. Helms' s bill simply says: 

l 
"To stop the·. use of tazpayer funds on activities byJ 
Government agencies to encourage its employees or 
officials to accept homoae.zuality as a legitimate or 
normal lifes.tyle." 

As Sen. Helms told Congress: "No other group in America is 
given speci.al rights based on their sexual preference." 

My friend, taking up this fight will infuriate homosexual 
or.gantiations and their liberal ·allies everywhere. 

Radic::a J homose~ual s hate Jesse Helms and Jerry Falwel.1 ! 

l\.nd they will slop at nothing to thwart our effor.ts lo 
prev<~ll t. your tax monies· from funding their pervc!rted schemes. 

Already, Lhey have labeled Sen. Halms,- Jerry Falwell and any 
other c.i L.izlm who dares to oppose their s.i.ck agenda: 

"homophobic'' ... "bigoted" ... " r ight-wj ng -
e:<tremists" ... "fundamentalist a-yatollc1hs" 

1\nd Lhc·!Y mean .Y.~.~ also -- if you da:re disagree with them. 

·TAXPAYER-FUNDED "RE-EDUCATION'' CAMPS? 

' 
Nc·!r.Hl y every member of Bill Clinton Is cabinet and other top 

oifit:i~ls -- many of them openly homosexual -- have launched an 
ilvalariche of pr·o-hornosexual policies and n~guJ ation.'.3. 

Their intention .is to coerce federal employee~; to attend 
"re-education" pro-homosexual seminars and training sessions. 

(You may rcmeznbe:t we SE?oke out against the Navy's "Diversity 
Day" that was merely a front for homosexual pr6paganda.) . 

All of which is costing ta~payers millions of dollars. 

to 
this 

SECRET MEETINGS' AND STRATEGY SESSIONS 

Do not be fooled. President Clinton's new "moderate" image 
i~ a ~ham. He is a liberal wolf in sheep'~ clothing who has not 
torgottan his wealthy homosexual friends. 

In fact, President Clinton has been working closely 
with the rad~cal homosexual comrnunity since he took 
office -- and continues it to this day. 

alternative 
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THE WRITE HOUSE "S'l'EALTB 19 AGENDA 

This .is truly a "stealth" agenda. Cahin~t Secretaries and 
.Lop Admin.istration officials have quietly put pro-homose1,ual 
reforms in place throughout government agencies for months. 

In the military ... in the President's Cabinet ... in 
federal hnrcaucracies ... in agency after agency, from The White 
House on down ... 

Clinton appointees --·many of them proudly prgfesslng 
homose:sua Ls -- are pushing through public acceptance of their. 
degenerate practi.ces using tax funds, government resources and 
federal employees. 

Many federal agencies have now added "sexual 
orientation" to employment policies -- qiving official 
recoqnition to homosexuality for th.e first time. 

All of this was done withou~ leqislative action or 
public input.: YOU AND I WERE NEVER ASI<ED! 

But now l am asking you. to give your STAMP o~· /\PPROVAL to 
Sen. lie l m's b:i .1 l. We mus l convince th<..~ Cnngress Lo pruhibi t. a 11 
government. sancl.ion.ing for this cfE.~pr;wecl and inunocaJ JifestyJ e. 

And 1 desperately pv;~d your financial help. M,;my friends 
have not. qj ven anyth i.ng j.n a long time -- and we a.r.e hurling. 

DIVERSITY TRAINING MANDATORY 

0o~callcd "divcr's.ily" training .ses.si.ons Lo promote 
homose:-wal .i Ly in government agencies and have .bccnme m·andatory · 
for neatly all fadcral workers --

ardless of their' reli ious o'r dee "ll er son al 
beliefs against hbrnosexua ity·. 

Iri this case, "diversity" means a redefinition of family ... 
promoting "gay pride", and encouraging the use of federal 
resources to promote homosexual cause~ and activitie~. 

OFFENSIVE AIDS EDUCATION· 

Presiderit Clinton is requiring each Cabjnet Secretary to 
JmplemcnL HIV/AIDS "education and pr!.!vention" progr~rns and 
develop workplace policies for employees wilh AIDS. 

These "training" programs include: 

./1~istoty of ATDS, symptoms and risk reduction 
~ needle sharing 
;sexual contact: vaginal, anal and.oral 
~practicing so-called "safe sex" · 
';/the use of· condoms, plastic wrap, la.tex. gloves : 

PAGE 15 
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A!; you can imagine. -- federal employ·ees have complained that 
they found this type of repulsive material offensive. · 

But the Clinton Administration has Q~CLA§~P Cj(JEBBIJ.I,A , 
WA!i{ME: against family and traditional va~uesy embracing this 
rat ical homosexual power grab. 

. . 

.., That is why it is vital for you to return your copy o~, . 
. Sen. Helms' bill with your signed STAMP OF APPROVAL. · 

With your help wa can put a atop to this garbage, j 
And please send alonq a gift of $100, $50 or even $25 . 

. to Liberty Alliance. We must ~lert the nation now to 
' this SECRET AGENDA before is too late. · 

I 

I m11st 1:£~1.l. you fi.nancial giving to our .important work has 
fall en dras Li call y since the election last Novemb~r·. 

I 

I fear Lila t many fr icnds like you think we ~:~ i.mpJ. y do no L 
need youc help .sillce "conservatives" ·now rei.gn in Washington. 

Mv fr i.end, NOTHING COULD BE FUR'l'HER FROM THE 'l'HUTH ! 
;. ,, -

Yoll moy not rcali ze how much damage has been done to 
traditional family values in just two short years. This secret 
Whi l:e HouH<7. homosexual agenda is ju:;t one traqi c c:{ample. 

At: ti.m~;~; .i.t ·seems the entire for·ces of Hc::l.1 an~ arrayed 
ag.:1 i nsl ll!:l. Your pray(~rs and .financial support give us the 
strength to stand against them. 

?..1:!. _ _r:)g~~-t. no\:V .:-- our .. financial s~b1at~~~s- ver:y .ble.c:i-k., 

llespitc facing one of our biggest baltles ever, our giving 
has nf'!vP.r- LH:l:::!n lower. T must count. on hearing fn11n tr.tends like 
you ·if we-nre ·1_0 b'!ep our doors open much longer. 

It i~· more important: than ever.that I keep Liberty Allian<;e 
operating as a powerful force for traditional va~ues. 

That is why l need to hear from you today. 

Sincerely, 

~1:7!~ 
P.S. Time after time, Sen. Helms has beeri ridi.culed as hP stood 

alone on thr. f ·1 nor of Congress in the: fj_ght for mur;:i J 
decency. :L~t 's not allow h.i.m to st~rnd alone .. this. time. 

Without your help, his bi l. l. may no L even come up for. a vote. 
And please send a gift of $100, $50 or. even S?.5 ·to Liberty 
Alliance inunedialcly. Help me fi.ght t_h~s ho~~~xual .. threat . 

.fo,. you giff M llM.lj tlA\tJiUt..f -ta kelp LI86f1'f ALLIANCE:,, I wttl st.Aul you. -tJt~ ~+ire. 
0

SPE.CIAL f.6P0f.1~ 6>1 -l:Jtts HOMOS6X.LLAL I>JI/ ASIO~ flf our 1ova-~e.tt.+ ! 


