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Let me first welcome each of you to this historic White House
Conference on HIV and AIDS. You are the frontline faces and
voices of our national commitment to conquer the devastating _
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only
for your participation here today but for the work you do every
day to improve the lives of the people of our nation and around
the world.

I’'d also like to thank Dr. Hitt and the members of the
President’s Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS for their work on
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this
meeting. '

And I want to express my appreciation to the two extraordinary
Americans who have just shared the stories of their lives with
all of us. It is the passion, the commitment, and, yes, the
anger of people like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that remind
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope
as we continue to even the odds in this struggle.

Each generation of Americans has faced an important challenge
that has, in many ways, defined their time here on earth. For my
parents’ generation, World War Two was that defining moment,
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own generation,
the civil rights movement provided the focus and the drive of our
lives. But for the generation of my own child and all of those
in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well be that
defining challenge.

My daughter and her friends are growing up in the shadow of
something we could never have imagined. They are coming of age
in world in which AIDS is a very sobering reality.

That reality has already changed the lives of all of us in this

room. It has taken from us too many friends and too many loved

ones much too soon. It has shaken our faith in the future. But
it has also brought us together and inspired a community spirit

that strengthens our values as a nation.

It is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and
change the future for our ourselves, for our children, and for
their children. We can do this. In fact, we must do this.



I want to share with you the story of just one of the people who
is here today. Just one of the human faces and human voices of
AIDS.

It’s the story of a young man who grew up in a typical American
suburb as part of a typical American family. He attended college
and became politically active. His quick mind and active spirit
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the
Corporation for National Service to help start AmeriCorps. It
was while he was working for AmeriCorps that he found out he was
HIV-positive. He was 23 years old.

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news as a challenge. A challenge
to use his communication skills, his organizational skills, and
his leadership skills to educate and support his peers and help
them escape the fate that had been visited upon him.

It’s that combination of heartbreak and hope that makes this
epidemic so unique. And it is what challenges all of us to
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a
thing of the past.

Ten days ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
reported that our nation has reached another sad milestone in the
AIDS epidemic. Half a million Americans have now been diagnosed
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have
already died of AIDS.

As we meet, on this day, 120 more Americans will lose their lives
to AIDS, another 220 people will be diagnosed with the disease
and nearly 140 people in this country will become infected with
HIV. And that will happen again tomorrow and the day after that
and the day after that. It will continue to happen until we
succeed in our efforts to defeat this epidemic.

That is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity
for us to refocus and reenergize our national commitment to
ending this epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops for the
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this
battle. You and I have some important work to do.

We have a common goal -- a cure for all those who are living with
HIV and a vaccine to protect all of us from this deadly virus.
Let’s be very clear on that. A cure and a vaccine are our number
one priority. '

In my own lifetime, we have eliminated smallpox from our planet.
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphere. And we are within
striking distance of controlling measles. We must -- we must --
find a way to rid our planet of the threat of HIV.



I am proud of the work we have done in these last three years to
infuse new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS
research effort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by
more than 25 percent. We have dramatically strengthened the
Office of AIDS Research and we have focused our work on basic
science and applied research so that we can concurrently unlock
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people 11v1ng with
HIV.

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends.
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as they did just ten
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meant a quick and
many times painful death for people living w1th HIV can now be
treated and even prevented.

And we have reason to believe that there will more progress in
the near future. New classes of AIDS drugs are being approved
for use by the FDA that will help to restore the damaged immune
systems of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are
showing great promise as a means for controlling the virus in the
human body.

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug
therapy could actually block HIV transmission from mother to
child. Our scientists tell me that it is within our grasp to
virtually eliminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade.
This is neither science fiction nor a distant dream. It can be
accomplished by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling and
testing and guaranteeing that they have access to the treatment
they need to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do
this -- and we will.

These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for
people living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely not! We
must do more.

I am taking three steps today that I believe w1ll move us forward
at a faster pace.

First, I am asking the Vice President to convene a meeting of
scientists and leaders of the pharmaceutical industry to identify
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and
microbicides that can protect people from HIV and the infections
it causes. There are no guarantees in science, but the
collective will of government and industry can overcome even the
biggest obstacles.

Second, I am asking Patsy Fleming to convene an interdepartmental
task force working group to develop a coordinated plan for AIDS



research, including a coordinated research budget. I will expect
their report within 90 days.

Third, I want to make clear my personal commitment to make every
feasible effort to find a cure and an effective vaccine or
vaccines. To that end, I am intensifying my relationship with
the Office of National AIDS Policy. We can’t afford to miss any
new opportunities. We can’t afford any unnecessary delays.
That’s why I am asking Patsy Fleming to provide me even more
regular updates on the emerging opportunities and obstacles in
this struggle. No President can promise success in such an
effort but I need to know what needs to be done to move this
along.

Of course our work does not end in the laboratories of our great
research institutions. It continues in the clinics and the
hospitals and the doctors’ offices around the country where
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they need to survive, to
maintain their health, and to preserve their dignity. When we
make advances in science we must match those strides with
improvements in our delivery of health care.

For people with AIDS, the current discussions over a balanced
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Let me
talk for a few minutes about a subject that is very important to
me -- the future of Medicaid.

For people with AIDS, Medicaid is a lifeline of support.

Medicaid provides health care for nearly half of the 200,000
Americans who are living with AIDS including 90 percent of the
children. It provides access to doctors, hospitals, prescription
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live
their lives more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that keep
HIV under control for longer and longer periods of time and it
pays for the drugs that prevent the infections that often end the
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows
families to stay together.

Yet today, Medicaid is under attack by the Republican leaders in
Congress who want to slash its spending and eliminate the thirty-
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, the
elderly, and those with disabilities. We cannot, we must not,
and I will not allow us to destroy this vital lifeline.

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That’s why we created the Ryan
White CARE Act to plug the holes in our health care system that
left many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. Last year,
more than 360,000 Americans received care under the Ryan White
Act.

When I ran for President, I promised to fully fund the CARE Act
and we have. Funding has increased by 108 percent, more than
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doubling the number of cities receiving funds and enabling every
state in the country to receive some level of assistance.

The CARE Act must be extended for another five years. Both
houses of Congress have approved legislation to accomplish this
but final legislation remains stalled. That’s why on last
Friday, World AIDS Day, I sent a letter to the Speaker of the
House and the Senate Majority Leader, asking them to make every
effort to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I
can sign it and we can get on with the work ahead.

I am also fighting for the funding increases that I have
requested for the CARE Act as well as housing programs for people
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at cDC.

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infections in this
country. In the 1980s, we made important progress in reducing
the number of new infections by nearly 50 percent. But for the
last five years, the estimated number of infections has hovered
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as many as
half of those infections occur among people under the age of 25
and half are among teenagers. Any new infection is an
unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing
the number of new infections in the United States by half in the
next five years and to zero within -the next decade.

Until we have a cure and a vaccine, education and prevention are
our best hope. For prevention to work it must be targeted and it
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in
the 1980s, when activists overcame the inertia of their
government to protect their lives.

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at
the center of this epidemic -- young people and those who abuse
drugs. I was pleased to see the new public service announcements
released last week by Secretary Shalala. They point young people
toward the tools they need to protect themselves.

We also need to recognize that substance abuse treatment is a
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure that those who are
receiving drug treatment also receive AIDS prevention services at
the same time. We have increased the number of drug treatment
slots available in this country and I am working to convince the
Congress to approve our requests for money to bring that number
even higher.

I have also asked the CDC to convene a meeting of state and local
health officials and their counterparts on substance abuse to
develop an action plan to assure the integration of HIV
prevention and substance abuse prevention.



We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding -- as the
Republicans in Congress have proposed -- because the epidemic
cannot be frozen. It will just grow and grow and grow.

We also cannot forget the basic human rights of people living
with HIV and AIDS. The stories of AIDS related discrimination
break the hearts of all Americans of conscience.

Five years ago, our nation took a huge step forward toward a more
just society when we enacted the Americans with Disabilities Act.
It offers more than 40 million Americans who are living with
physical or mental disabilities -- including those who are living
with HIV and AIDS -- protection against discrimination.

The Justice Department, the Equal Employment Opportunities
Commission, and the Department of Health and Human Services have
been vigorously enforcing the A.D.A. And we are about to launch
a new effort to ensure that health care facilities -- nursing
homes in particular -- are providing equal access to people with
HIV or AIDS.

Still, all of us can do more. We can start by cleaning our own
house. I am asking Patsy Fleming to conduct an immediate 60-day
review of all government programs that require HIV testing as a
condition of participation in government service and government
programs. Those that do not have a strong public health
rational, must be amended or they must be ended.

We must continue to examine our societal attitudes toward racial
and ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, and others for whom
fear of AIDS becomes a convenient excuse for discrimination. We
cannot let our fear outweigh our common sense or our compassion.
If we do, all of us will lose.

As I have said before, the thing we have to remember is that
people with AIDS and those who are living with HIV are part of
our American family. Whether they are gay or straight, black,
white, Native American, Latino or Asian American, they are our
sons and daughters; our brothers and sisters; our aunts and
uncles; our mothers and fathers; our grandmothers and
grandfathers. They are Americans one and all. They need our
compassion. They deserve our respect.

Finally, let me say that the fight against AIDS is international
in scope. HIV knows no geographic boundaries. It is found on
every continent and virtually every country. The World Health
Organization estimates that more than 18 million men, women, and
children are living with HIV around the world. The United States
is and will remain a full partner in the international effort to
fight the pandemic.



As a world leader, we have a moral and a national responsibility
to help developing nations with prevention programs, medical
care, and other vital services. We also have much to learn from
them. And when we do find the cure and the vaccine that we seek,
it will not only be a victory for America, it will be a victory
for the world.

When this country was in the throes of another sickness that
threatened to tear us apart -- the sickness of slavery --
Frederick Douglas, the great American abolitionist,wrote:

“Tt is not light that is needed, but fire. It is not
the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the
whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the
nation must be quickened. The conscience of the nation
must be roused. The propriety of the nation must be
startled.”

Each of you have been the thunder and the lightening. Each of you
is helping to awaken the conscience of our nation. Our challenge
is to draw more of our citizens into our circle of hope.
Together, I am certain, we can change our future for the better.

Thank you and God bless you all.
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Let me first welcome each of you to this historic White House
Conference on HIV and AIDS. You are the frontline faces and
voices of our national commitment to conquer the devastating ,
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only
for your participation here today but for the work you do every
day to improve the lives of the people of our nation and around
the world.

I'd also like to thank Dr. Hitt and the members of the
President’s Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS for their work on
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this
meeting.

And I want to express my appreciation to the two extraordinary
Americans who have just shared the stories of their lives with
all of us. It is the passion, the commitment, and, yes, the
anger of people like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that remind
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope
as we continue to even the odds in this struggle.

Each generation of Americans has faced an important challenge
that has, in many ways, defined their time here on earth. For ny
parents’ generation, World War Two was that defining moment,
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own generation,
the civil rights movement provided the focus and the drive of our
lives. But for the generation of my own child and all of those
in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well be that
defining challenge.

My daughter and her friends are growing up in the shadow of
something we could never have imagined. They are coming of age
in world in which AIDS is a very sobering reality.

That reality has already changed the lives of all of us in this

room. It has taken from us too many friends and too many loved

ones much too soon. It has shaken our faith in the future. But
it has also brought us together and inspired a community spirit

that strengthens our values as a nation.

It is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and
change the future for our ourselves, for our children, and for
their children. We can do this. In fact, we must do this.



I want to share with you the story of just one of the people who
is here today. Just one of the human faces and human voices of
AIDS.

It’s the story of a young man who grew up in a typical American
suburb as part of a typical American family. He attended college
and became politically active. His quick mind and active spirit
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the
Corporation for National Service to help start AmeriCorps. It
was while he was working for AmeriCorps that he found out he was
HIV-positive. He was 23 years old. :

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news as a challenge. A challenge
to use his communication skills, his organizational skills, and
his leadership skills to educate and support his peers and help
them escape the fate that had been visited upon him.

It’s that combination of heartbreak and hope that makes this.
epidemic so unique. And it is what challenges all of us to
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a
thing of the past.

Ten days ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
reported that our nation has reached another sad milestone in the
AIDS epidemic. Half a million Americans have now been diagnosed
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have
already died of AIDS.

As we meet, on this day, 120 more Americans will lose their lives
to AIDS, another 220 people will be diagnosed with the disease
and nearly 140 people in this country will become infected with
HIV. And that will happen again tomorrow and the day after that
and the day after that. It will continue to happen until we
succeed in our efforts to defeat this epidemic.

That is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity
for us to refocus and reenergize our national commitment to
ending this epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops for the
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this
battle. You and I have some important work to do.

We have a common goal -- a cure for all those who are living with
HIV and a vaccine to protect all of us from this deadly virus.
Let’s be very clear on that. A cure and a vaccine are our number
one priority.

In my own lifetime, we have eliminated smallpox from our planet.
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphere. And we are within
striking distance of controlling measles. We must -- we must --
find a way to rid our planet of the threat of HIV.



I am proud of the work we have done in these last three years to
infuse new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS
research effort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by
more than 25 percent. We have dramatically strengthened the
Office of AIDS Research and we have focused our work on basic
science and applied research so that we can concurrently unlock
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with
HIV.

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends.
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as they did just ten
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meant a quick and
many times painful death for people living with HIV can now be
treated and even prevented. '

And we have reason to believe that there will more progress in
the near future. New classes of AIDS drugs are being approved
for use by the FDA that will help to restore the damaged immune
systems of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are
showing great promise as a means for controlling the virus in the
human body.

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug
therapy could actually block HIV transmission from mother to
child. Our scientists tell me that it is within our grasp to
virtually eliminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade.
This is neither science fiction nor a distant dream. It can be
accomplished by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling and
testing and guaranteeing that they have access to the treatment
they need to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do
this -- and we will.

These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for
people living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely not! We
must do more.

I am taking three steps today that I believe will move us forward
at a faster pace.

First, I am asking the Vice President to convene a meeting of
scientists and leaders of the pharmaceutical industry to identify
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and
microbicides that can protect people from HIV and the infections
it causes. There are no guarantees in science, but the
collective will of government and industry can overcome even the
biggest obstacles.

Second, I am asking Patsy Fleming to convene an interdepartmental
task force working group to develop a coordinated plan for AIDS



research, including a coordinated research budget. I will expect
their report within 90 days.

Third, I want to make clear my personal commitment to make every
feasible effort to find a cure and an effective vaccine or
vaccines. To that end, I am intensifying my relationship with
the Office of National AIDS Policy. We can’t afford to miss any
new opportunitiés. We can’t afford any unnecessary delays.
That’s why I am asking Patsy Fleming to provide me even more
regular updates on the emerging opportunities and obstacles in
this struggle. No President can promise success in such an
effort but I need to know what needs to be done to move this
along.

Of course our work does not end in the laboratories of our great
research institutions. It continues in the clinics and the
hospitals and the doctors’ offices around the country where
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they need to survive, to
maintain their health, and to preserve their dignity. When we
make advances in science we must match those strides with
improvements in our delivery of health care.

For people with AIDS, the current discussions over a balanced
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Let me
talk for a few minutes about a subject that is very important to
me -- the future of Medicaid.

For people with AIDS, Medicaid is a lifeline of support.

Medicaid provides health care for nearly half of the 200,000
Americans who are living with AIDS including 90 percent of the
children. It provides access to doctors, hospitals, prescription
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live
their lives more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that keep
HIV under control for longer and longer periods of time and it
pays for the drugs that prevent the infections that often end the
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows
families to stay together.

Yet today, Medicaid is under attack by the Republican leaders in
Congress who want to slash its spending and eliminate the thirty-
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, the
elderly, and those with disabilities. We cannot, we must not,
and I will not allow us to destroy this vital lifeline.

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That’s why we created the Ryan
White CARE Act to plug the holes in our health care system that
left many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. Last year,
more than 360,000 Americans received care under the Ryan White
Act.

When I ran for President, I promised to fully fund the CARE Act
and we have. Funding has increased by 108 percent, more than
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doubling the number of cities receiving funds and enabling every
state in the country to receive some level of assistance.

The CARE Act must be extended for another five years. Both
houses of Congress have approved legislation to accomplish this
but final legislation remains stalled. That’s why on last
Friday, World AIDS Day, I sent a letter to the Speaker of the
House and the Senate Majority Leader, asking them to make every
effort to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I
can sign it and we can get on with the work ahead.

I am also fighting for the funding increases that I have
requested for the CARE Act as well as housing programs for people
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at CDC.

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infections in this
country. In the 1980s, we made important progress in reducing
the number of new infections by nearly 50 percent. But for the
last five years, the estimated number of infections has hovered
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as many as
half of those infections occur among people under the age of 25
and half are among teenagers. Any new infection is an
unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing
the number of new infections in the United States by half in the
next five years and to zero within the next decade.

Until we have a cure and a vaccine, education and prevention are
our best hope. For prevention to work it must be targeted and it
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in
the 1980s, when activists overcame the inertia of their
government to protect their lives.

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at
the center of this epidemic -- young people and those who abuse
drugs. I was pleased to see the new public service announcements
released last week by Secretary Shalala. They point young people
toward the tools they need to protect themselves.

We also need to recognize that substance abuse treatment is a
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure that those who are
receiving drug treatment also receive AIDS prevention services at
the same time. We have increased the number of drug treatment
slots available in this country and I am working to convince the
Congress to approve our requests for money to bring that number
even higher.

I have also asked the CDC to convene a meeting of state and local
health officials and their counterparts on substance abuse to
develop an action plan to assure the integration of HIV
prevention and substance abuse prevention.



We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding -- as the
Republicans in Congress have proposed -- because the epidemic
cannot be frozen. It will just grow and grow and grow.

We also cannot forget the basic human rights of people living
with HIV and AIDS. The stories of AIDS related discrimination
break the hearts of all Americans of conscience.

Five years ago, our nation took a huge step forward toward a more
just society when we enacted the Americans with Disabilities Act.
It offers more than 40 million Americans who are living with
physical or mental disabilities -- including those who are living
with HIV and AIDS -- protection against discrimination.

The Justice Department, the Equal Employment Opportunities
Commission, and the Department of Health and Human Services have
been vigorously enforcing the A.D.A. And we are about to launch
a new effort to ensure that health care facilities -- nursing
homes in particular -- are providing equal access to people with
HIV or AIDS.

Still, all of us can do more. We can start by cleaning our own
house. I am asking Patsy Fleming to conduct an immediate 60-day
review of all government programs that require HIV testing as a
condition of participation in government service and government
programs. Those that do not have a strong public health
rational, must be amended or they must be ended.

We must continue to examine our societal attitudes toward racial
and ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, and others for whom
fear of AIDS becomes a convenient excuse for discrimination. We
cannot let our fear outweigh our common sense or our compassion.
If we do, all of us will lose.

As I have said before, the thing we have to remember is that
people with AIDS and those who are living with HIV are part of
our American family. Whether they are gay or straight, black,
white, Native American, Latino or Asian American, they are our
sons and daughters; our brothers and sisters; our aunts and
uncles; our mothers and fathers; our grandmothers and
grandfathers. They are Americans one and all. They need our
compassion. They deserve our respect.

Finally, let me say that the fight against AIDS is international
in scope. HIV knows no geographic boundaries. It is found on
every continent and virtually every country. The World Health
Organization estimates that more than 18 million men, women, and
children are living with HIV around the world. The United States
is and will remain a full partner in the international effort to
fight the pandemic.



As a world leader, we have a moral and a national responsibility
to help developing nations with prevention programs, medical
care, and other vital services. We also have much to learn from
them. And when we do find the cure and the vaccine that we seek,
it will not only be a victory for America, it will be a victory
for the world.

When this country was in the throes of another sickness that
threatened to tear us apart -- the sickness of slavery --
Frederick Douglas, the great American abolitionist,wrote:

"It is not light that is needed, but fire. It is not
the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the
whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the
nation must be quickened. The conscience of the nation
must be roused. The propriety of the nation must be
startled.”

Each of you have been the thunder and the lightening. Each of you
is helping to awaken the conscience of our nation. Our challenge
is to draw more of our citizens into our circle of hope.
Together, I am certain, we can change our future for the better.

Thank you and God bless you all.
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DECEXBER 6, 1993

(Acknowledgements: Palsy Fleming, Secretary_Shulnin {other
Cabinet mcmbers?), Scott Hite, distinguished guests.)

Let ma first welcome each of you ta this historic while House
Conference on IIIV and AID6. You arc the frontline faces and
voices of our national commitmant to vunyguer the devastating
disease known as AIDS., I weloome you and. I thank you, not only
for your participation here tuday but for the work you do every
day to improvc the lives of the pacple of our nat;on and around
the world.

T’d alsv like to thank Dr. llitt and the membors of the
Preeident’s Advigory council on HIV and ATDS for Lheir work on
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this
meeting. '

And 1 want to axpress my appreciation to the two extraordinary ' B P
Americans who have juct ehared the stories of their 1ives with }/5jr
~all of ur. Tt is Lhe passion, the commitment, and, yes, the _="
anger of pcoplc like Sean Sagser and Eileen Mitzman that remind
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope
as wc continue to even the odds in this rtiruggle.

Each gensration of americans has faced an jmportant challenge
that has, in many wayas, dcfined their time hore on earth. For my
parentg’ generation, Wordd War Two—wa® that defining moment, .. > >
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own yeneration, H fﬁégb
the civid—sdgyhts—movement provided the focus and the drive of our/ :
livec. But for tha generatlon of my own «hild and all of those

in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well ba that

detfining challenge.

My daughter and her friends arwm yrowing up in the shadow of
sumeth1ng we could never have imagincd. ‘'hay are coming of age
1ncyorld in which AIDS iu n vpry sobering reality. -
that reality has a)ready changed the 1lves of all of us in thic
room. It has taken from uc tToo many friends and too many -loved
ones much toon soon.. It has shaken our faith in the. future. But
it hes also brought ue together and inspired a community spirit
that slrengthens our values ag a natlon.

Tt is our collective responalbllity to rise to this challenge and
ochange the future for our vurselves, for our children, and for
their children. Wc ocan do this. In fact, we must do this.
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I vant to . sharc with you the story of just one of the people who
in here today. Just one of the humon faces and human' voiccc of
AIDS. :

It’c the story of a younqg man who grew up in a typical American
subut'b as part of a typical Amcriocan family. He attendad collage
and bacamae politically active. His guick mind and active.spirit
marked him as a "comer,® and after graduating he joined the :
corpéoration- for National Service to help start Americorps. 1t
was while he wae working for AmeriCorps that he found out he war
HIVv-posilive. Ha was 23 years old, :

Dametri Moshoyannis took that news ac .a challenge. A challongc
to use his communication skills, his uvryanizational skills, and
his leadership ckille to educate and support his peers and help
them ercape the fate that had been visited upon him,

Tt’s that combination of heartbreak and hope that makcc thic
'cpidemic so unique. And it ie what challenges all of us Lu
chammel our energy and our talent .into thc fight to make AIDS a-
thing of the past. . )

Ten days ago, the Centears for Disease Cunlroul and Prevention
reported that our nation hae reached another gad milestone in the
AIDS epidemic. " Half a million Anericans have now been diagnosed
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and chi1dran havp
already died ol AIDS. 100

As we meet, on thisiday, 120 more ‘Amecricanc will lose their lives
to AIDS, another\: people will ba diagnosed with the disease
~and nearly 140 people in thic country will becoms infected with
HIV. And that will happen again tomurrow and the day after that
and the day after that. It will continue to happen untll we
_gucceed in our efforta to defeal this epidemic.

that is why this meeting it so important. It is an opportunity
for us to rcfooue and reenerglze our national commilment to
ending this epldemic. It is a time to rally our troope for the
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this
baLLl;. You and I have some important work to do.

We have a common goal =-- a oure ror all thoge who are living with
HIV and a vaucine to protect all of us from thic dcadly virue,
Let’s be very clcar on thnt A cure and a vaccine are our number
one pr].nrlly. . '

In my own 11fetime,.we have eliminatcd smallpox -from ocur planet.
We have climinated polio from our hemispheure. And we are within
sbtriking distance of controlling mcaclce. We must -- we must -~
find a way to rid our planet of thme (hreal of HIV.
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1 am proud of the wark we have done in these last three yecars to
infusc new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS
research affort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by

0 mora than percent. We hava dramatically strengthened the

aO/O T Office of S Research and we have focuged our work on baeic

' gcience and applied resaarch so that we can concurrently unleck
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that o
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with
HIv. .

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends.
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as thcy did juet ten
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meanl & quick and.
many Limes painful death for people living with: HIV can. now be .
treated and even prevented. )

And we have reason to believe that tharéLwill more. progresa in
the near future, New classes of AIDS drugs are heing approved : .
for ure ‘hy the FDA that will help to reatorc thc damaged. immune
systemc of people with Hiv, Combination drug therapies are :
showiny yreat promise as a means for oontroll;ng the virus in the
human body. .

And jugt last year wh ware able . to show that the use of drug : S
therapy could actually block HiV transmission from mother to

child. oOur reientists tell me that it is within our graep .to

virtually climinate pediatric AIDS by the end af this decade.

This is neither scvience fiction nor a distant dream. it can be
accompliened by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling.and.

testing and guaranteeing that thcy have access to the treatment

they neaed to protect their unborn children. If we do thie, we

can have a generation of Amorzcans born without HIV. We can do

this -- and we will, .

These advanues have resulted in londer and fuller livee for
people living with HIV, but are they enough? ‘Abrolutely not!l We
must do more.

T am taking three steps today that I helieva will move us forwvard
at a faster paoec. .

First, I am asking the vice President to convene a meeting of
scientists and lecadcrc of tha pharmaceutical industry to ildentify
ways to accelerats the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and
microbicides that can protect people from HIV. and the infections
it causes. Thare are no guurantccg in gciencs, but the .
colleotiva will of government: and xndubtxy can ovetcome even the:
bhiggust obstacles. :

Second, I am asking Patcy’ Fleming to convene an interdepartmental
task force working group to develop a coordinated plan for AIDS
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research, including a coordinated research budget. I will expect
their report within 90 days.

Third, I want to make clear my pcrgonal commitment to make aevery
foaeible affort to find a cure and an effectiva vaccine or :
vaccines. To that cnd,” I am intensifying my relationship with
the Office of Naljonal AIDS Policy. We can’t afford to micc any
ncw opportunitias. We can’t afford any unnecessary delays.,
That’s why I am asking Potay Fleming to prxovide me sven morae
regular updates on the emerging oppurtunities and obstacles in
this struggle. ©No Preccident can promise success in such an
effort hut I need to knuw what needs to be dons to move thio

" along. :

0f coursc our work does not end in the laboratories of our greal
research ‘institutions. It continuee in the clinios. and the
hospitale and the doctors’ offices around the country where
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they necd to surviva, to’
maintain their health, and to presarve thelr diynity. When we
make advances in science we must match those strideg with
improvemente in our Aelivery of health care, -

ror peopla with AIDS, Lhe curremt discussions over a balanoced
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Lel me
talkx for a- few minutes about a subject that ic very important to
me -~ the future of Medicaid. . '

For people with AlDS, Medlcaid is a lifeline of éupport.

Medicaid provides health carc for nearly half of the 2667680 ——

Amaricans who are ljving with AIDS including 20 percent of the
children. It providece access to doctors, hospitals, prescription
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live
their livee more fully. Medlcaid pays for the drugs that keep
HTIV under control for longer and longer periods of tima and it
paye tor the drugs that prevent. Lhe infections that often end the
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows
families to stay togethar. : .

Yyet today, Mediwaid is under attack by the Republican lcadere in
Congress who want to clash ite spending and eliminate the thirty-
year common ground commitment we hove made to the poor, the
elderly, and thocsc with disabilities. We cannot, we wust not,
and I will not allow us to destroy thio vital lifeline.

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That’e why we created the Kyan
White CARE Aot to plug the holes in our health care system that.

lafl. many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. last—yesr; e
'tc’/@

morc than 360,000 Americans suceéived care under the Ryan Whi

Agt\(/v(% Z zz/ - ) 4_/@/
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doubling the number of citiss receiving fumds and enabling every
state in thc ocountry to receive. eome lavel of aﬂsxutance.

Tho CARE Aot muet be extended tor another five years. BRoth-
housers of Congress have approved legislation to accomplich thie
but final lagislation remains stalled. That'’s why on last .
Friday, World AIDS Day, I sent a letter to the Speaker of the
House and the Senate Majority Jeader, asking them Lo make every
effort to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I
can sign it and we can get on with the work ahead- A

. X am also fighting for Lhe,@unding increases that I have
requestcd for the CARE Act-as well as housing. proqramn far people
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at ¢DC.

I am concerned by the continucd rate of new infactione in this

country. In the 1980s, we made lmportant progress in reducing

the number of ncw infectione by nearly S0 percent. But for the

last fiva years, the estimated number of infections has hovered , oo _
bctween 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as-—meny—as Op € UL&(?*K(
-aTT of those mfections occur ‘among peoplc under -the age of 36-21 OV :
-andwhaiihaﬁo—among'téenagers- Any new infection is an '

umecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing £ v FoA?
the number of new infections in the United States by-half—in-~the 7o sAR ,
next-five years and €0 Zero- thhtn~tﬁatnext=dacade. L rpy IIkRE  AEE

Il s D FE T s,
Until we have n cure and a vaooine, education and prevention are .

our bhest nope. For prevenlion Lo work it must be targeted and it |
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in-
the 19808, when actlivists overcame the inertia of their

government to protect thelr 1lives.

We must pay particular atteantion to two populations who are at
the center of this epidemic -- young people and thosa who abuse
drugse. I was pleaxed La see the new public service announoccmentc
released last week by Scorctary Shalala. Thaey point young people
toward the tonlx they need to protect themselves,

Wa also need to recognize that substance abuee treatment ie a .

form of HIV pravention. We must ensure thal. {hose who are < F
receiving drug treatment also rcoeive AIDS prevantion services at Aom/ébﬂ"

the sama time. ¥We have increased the/r

slote—evafinbiqyln thie oountry and I am working to convince the 1659A <HL
congress to approve uur requests for money to bring that number |z, .o 2cfs

. even higher: PEILEH TES 75

I have alco acked tha CDC to convene a meeting of state and local PR & Azfdzf%/,
health officials and their counterparts on subctance abuse to

dcvelop an action plan to assure the fintegration of HIV

previenlion and substance abuse prevention.
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‘We cannoutl. afford to freeze prevention funding —-- as the
" Republicans in Congrace ,have proposed -- hecaure the. epidemic

: k\hgggot be frozen.

We ulso cannot forgat the bagioc human righte of peopla living
with HIV and ATDS. Tha sturies of AIDBS related discrimination
brealt thce hearte of all Americans of conscience.

)uuL soclety when we enacted the Americane with Dicabilitiee Act.
It offers more than 40 million Americans who ara living with
physical or mental disabilities -- including those who are living
with HIV and ALDS ~= protection against discrinination. :

the Justice Dapartment, the Equal Euployment Opportunities .
commission, and thc Department of Haealth and Human gervices have -~
been vigorously enforcing the A.D.A. And we are about to launch
a ncw cffort to ensura that health care familities -+~ nursing
homes in particular =- are providing equal accecoc to people with
HIV or AIDS

still, a11 of us can do mora. We can start by cleaning our own
‘house. ' I am acking Patsy Frleming to conduct an immediate 60-day
review of all yovernment programs that require HIV testing ac a
ocondition of participation in government. service and government
programs. Those that do not have a etrong public health
rational, must be amended or tLhey must be ended.

 We must continum Lo examine our societal attitudes toward racial
and ethnic minoritice, gaye and lesbians, and others for whom
fear of AIDS beriomes a convenient excuse for diecrimination. We
cannot let our fcar outweigh our common sense or our compass.ion,
If we da, a)l of us will lose.

An T have sald before, the thing we have to remember is that
pcoplie with ALUS and thoge who are living with HIV are part of
our American family. Whethcxr they are gay or straight, black,
white, Native American, Latina ur Asian American, they are our
son2 and daughtcrs; our brothare and gisters; our aunts and
uncleg; our mothers and fathers; our grundmothers and
grandfathcrs. They ara Americans one-and all. They need our
compassion. They deserve our respect.

Finally, let me say that the fight againct AIDS is international
in scopa. H1V knows no geagraphic boundaries. It is found on
every continent and virtually ecvery. country. The World Health
Organization estimates that moure than 18 million men, women, and
children arc lxvan with HIV around the world. The tinited States
12 and will remain a [ull paltner in the international cffort to
fight the pandemic. .
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As a world leader, wa have a moral and a national rphpunhih11i1y
to help developing nations with prcvention programs, madical
care, and other vital servives. We alsu have much to learn from
them. And when wc do find the cura and the vaccine that we seek,
- it will not only be & vlctoly for America, it will be a victory
for the world,

When this country was in the throes of Anothar sickness Lhat
threatened to tear us apart -- the sicknccoc of elavery -
Fredarick Douglas, the great American abulitionist,wrote:;

“yt 18 not 1ight thal is uneeded, but fire. It is not
the gentle ghower, but thunder. . We need the storm, the
whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the
nation must be guickened. Tha consclence of . Lhe nalion
must be roused. The propriety of the nation must be
startled.”

Each or you have been the thunder and Lhe 11ghten1ng. Each of you
is helping to awaken the conscicnoec of our nation. Our challenge
is to dravw more of our cjtizens inlLov vur circle of hope.
Together, I am certain, wc can change our tuture for the better.

" Thank you and God blecc you all, .
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‘Richard Turman : —
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o Nancy-Ann Min . : .For your information
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From: Greg White and Gordon Agress Phone: -+ 202/395-4926
, . © Fax: 202/395-3910
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We have reviewed the attached draft of the President’s speech for the White House Conference
on AIDS, comparing the figures in it with those available to us in journal articles and CDC
surveillance materials. We have made several edits in the speech to improve its accuracy. We
consulted with HFB staff on the Medicaid references in the speech.

~ On page 5, the Speech commits the President to the goal of reducmg new HIV infections to zero
within a decade. While this goal addresses the right problem, meeting it is probably impossible,
and advancing it would require substantial improvements in HIV data and prevention programs.
We suggest a more feasible goal would be to reduce new HIV infections in each successive year
until the number of new infections is zero. This would focus government programs on the right
problem, motivate them, and could feasibly be met.

On page 6, the speech says “We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding...” -- we note the
RMO recommendation for FY 1997 currently straightlines prevention fundmg from the leely
FY 1996 Level. ' :
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Let me first welcome each of you ta this historic While House
Conferaence on lIIV and AID6. You arc the frontline faces and
voices of our national commitmant to cunyuer the devastating
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only
for your participation here tuday but for the work you do every
day to improve the lives of the pecple of our natxon and around
the worild.

T/d also 1ike to thank Dr. llitt and the memborsc of the
Preeident’e Advigory council on HIV and ATDS for Lheir work on
this critical issue and for suqqeetxng that we convena this
meeting.

And 1 want to axpreas my appreciation to the two extraordinary

Americans who have just ehared the stories of their 1ives with ,/5jr l
+all of uR. Tt is Lhe passion, the commitment, and, yes, the

anger of pcoplc like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that ramxnd
ug all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope
as wc continue to even the odds in this rtruggle.

Each gaeneration of Americans has faced an important challenge
that has, in many wayas, dcfined thair time hoere on earth. For my s
parents’ generat.ion, WosldWar Twowis that defining moment, R ’;éégb/
unifying a nation against a common foe. ¥For my own yaneration, ;

the civil=sigyhtwv=movement provided the focus and thc drive of our|

livec. But for tha generation of my own ¢hild and all of those /

in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may wall ba that
detfining challenge.

y
L,

My daughter and her friends are ygrowing up in the shadow of
sumethzng we. could never have imagined. ‘hey are coming of age
1neyorld in which AIDS jx very sobering reality,

1hat reallity has already changed the lives of all of us in thic
room. It has taken from ue to¢ many friends and too many :loved
ones much too soon. . It has shaken our faith in the future. But
it has also brought ueg together and inspired a community spirit
that sbLrengthens our values as a nation,

Tt is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and
change the future for our vurselves, for our children, and for
their children. Wec oan do this. In fact, we muat do this.
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I want to share with you the story of just one of the people who
it here today. Just one of the human faces and human: voioesc of
AIDS. :

It’c the story of a young man who. grew up in a typical American
suburb as part of a typical Amcrican family.- He attended collage
and becams politically active. Hix guick mind and active spirit
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the
corporation. for National Service to . help start Americorps. It
was whilc he wac working tor AmeriCorps that he found out he war
Riv-posilive. He was 23 years old.

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news ac .a challenge., A challongo
to ugse his communjcation skillas, hlw ulgunizationnl skills, and
his ledadership ckille to educate and support his. peers and help
them ercape the fate that had been visited upon him.

Tt’s that combination of heartbreak -and hope that makcc thic
cpidemic o uniqua. And it is what challenges all of us Lu
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a-
thing of the past., .

Taen days ago, the Centers for Disease Cunlrol and Prevention
reported that our nation hae reachad another gad milestone in the
AIDS epldemic. Half = million Americans have now been diagnosed
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have
already died vl AIDS. \00 :

As we meet, on this}day, 120 more Amcriocanc will lose their lives
to AIDS, another {3 people will be diagnosed with the disease
and nearly 140 people in thic oountry will becoms infected with
HIV. And that will happen again tomurrow and the day after that
and the day after that, It will continue to happen until we
“gucceed in our efforts to defeal this epidemic.

that is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity
for us to rcfooue and reanergize our naticnal commilaent to
ending this epidemic. It is & time to rally our troope for the
tight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this
ballle, You and I have some important work to do.

We have a conmon goal =-- a cure for all thogse who are living wilh
HIV and a vauccine to protect all of us from thic dcadly virue.
Let’s be very clcar on: that. A cure and a vaccine are our number
ona prxnrlly . ' : '

In my own lifetime, we have eliminatecd smallpox.from our pilanet.
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphure. And we are within
at.riking distance of controlling mcaclece. We must -- we must --
find a way to rid our planet of thm Lhreatl of HIV.
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1 am proud of the work we have done in these last three yecars to
infusc ncw resources, new ‘focus, and new leadership into our AIDS

. resgearch e rt. We have increased funding for AIDS recearch by

Y mora thqgj%éipercent. We have dramatically strengthened the

é}(}/o, Office of 3 Research and we have focusged our work on basic

' gcience and applied rasearch 3o that we can concurrently unlock
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunitias that
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with
"IV, '

This invectment in science has already paid tremendous dividends.
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as thcy did just ten
yearc ago. AIDS~related conditions that often meant & quick and.
many Limes painful death for people living with HIV can now he
treated and even prnvented.

And we have reason to buelieve that there will more. progress in
the near future. WNecw classes of AIDS drugs are heing appraved :
for use hy the FDA that will help to restorc the damaged immune
eystemc of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are
showiny yreat pxomise as a means for controlling the virus in the
human body. .

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug
therapy could actually block HIV transmicsion from mother to
child. our reientisls tell me that it is within our graep to
virtually clxminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade,
This is neither science fiction nor a distant drcam. Jt can be
accompliened by offering all pregnanlt women HIV counseling.and
testing and guaranteeing that thcy have access to the treatment
they nead to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do
this -~ anc\ we will,

‘These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for
pecple living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely notl We
must do mure..

I am taking three steps today that I kelieve wiil move us forward
at a faster paoce.

First, I am asking the Vice Presjdent to convene a meeting of
scientists and leadcrc of tha pharmaceutical industry to identify
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and
microbicides that can protect people from HIV. and the infections
it causes. Thare are no guarantcca in gcience, but the
collcotiva will of governmept and industry can overcome even the
higgast obstacles.

Second, I am asking Patcy’ Fleming to convene an interdepartmentul
tagk force working group Lo develop a coordinated plan for AIDS
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research, including a coordinated resgearch budget. I will expeut
their report within 90 days.

Third, I want to make clear my pcroonal oommitment to make overy
foasxble affort to find a cure and an elffective vaccine or
vaccines. To that cnd, I am intensitying my relationship with
the Office of Nal.fonal AIDS Policy. We can’t afford to micc any
ncw opportunitiaes. We can’t afford any unnecessary dalays.
Thats why I am asking Patsy Fleming to provide me oven more
regular updates on the emerging oppurtunities and ohstacles in
this struggle. No Prccident can promice succese in such an
effort hmut I need to knuw what needs to be done to move this.

" along.

Of coursc our work does not end in the lahoratories of our great
research ‘inatitutions. It continuee in the clinios and the
hospitalc and the doctors’ offices around the country where
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they nced to surviva, to
maintain their heaith, and to prererve their diygnity. When wva
make advances in science we must matoh thoge strides with
improvemente in our delivery of health care.

¥or people with AIDS, Lhe curvent discussions over a balanced
federnl budget are not some distant'politiral firafight. Lel me
talk for a- few minutes about a subject that ic very important to
mc —- the futurae of Medicaid.

For people with ALDS, Medlcaid is a lifeline of supp01t. “
Medxgaxg provides health carc for nearly half of the G600 —-——-———1 \qo 00 O
Amoricans who are ljving with AIDS including 90 percent © he _)
children. It providce access to doctors, hospitals, prescription

drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to liva

their livee more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that Keep

HYV under control for longer and longer pcriods of time and it

paye tor the drugs that praveni. Lhe infections that often end the

lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid paye for the carae that allows

fanilies to stay togsthear.

Yot today, Medicvald is under attack by the Republican lecadere in
Congress who want to clach ite epending and eliminate the thirty-
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, tha
elderly, and thocc with disabilities. We cannot, we must not,
and T will wot allow us to destroy thlo vital llfeline.

Medicaxd cannot do the job nlone. That’e why we created the Ryan
White CARE Aot to plug the holes in our health care system thot

lafl. many people with HIV and AIDS out in thae cold. kast-vanr’_’ééggyw
morc than 360,000 Americans sucéived care undex 5 e Ryan White :

Y e

2R/ - SE
\cot;k*“- zﬁa—ww-have. Fundlng ha. xnoreaeed by 108 percent ““P“'*h“"
: .

Lo\ , . Ncm\
. | o //m 240, /7,;% o}
s &l'(\"v\cg} - -

L aw cavge

towd euwliow o YM

L N
/:j:i' 6"“€9~£}—~ ol ¥lu_
b Lo loe o




ID: DEC 01°95 17:26 No.001 P,06

doubling the number of cltiex receiviag funds and enabling every
state in thc countxy to receive some lavel of assistance.

Tho CARE Aot muet ba aextended for another five years. Roth-
housers of Congress have approved leglslation to accomplich this
but final lagislation remains stalled. That.’s why on last
Friday, World AIDS Day, X sent a letter to the Speaker of the-
House and the Senate Majority Jeader, asking them Lo make every
effort to get me a final bill by thc end of thie month so that I
can sign it and ve can get on with the wurk ‘ahead.

. X am also righting for Lhe/fﬁﬁaing increases that I have
requested for the CARE Act-as well as housing. proqramn far people
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at CDC.

I am concerned by the continucd rate of new 1nfection= in this

country. In the 19805, we made lnportant progress in reducing

the number of ncw infections by nearly S0 percent. But for the

1ast fivae years, the estimated number of infections has hovered

between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We alen know that as—many-—us ONC CVUU\( ‘“((

T of those 1nfections occur among people under the age of '&6-_‘21

~and-half-are—among-teenagers. Any new infection is an

unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reduclng £ v Mz

the number of new infections jn the United States by-half—in-the 7o 477/ ‘

n ive years an O réro-within—the-next: T-7 L rLs SIARE  ARE
S s ,Z//,i"f‘ VA

Until we have o cure and a vaooine, education and prevention are

our hest hope. For prevenlivn Lo work it must be targeted and it |

musat be sustaincd. We egaw that at work in the gay coammunity in-

the 19805, when actlvists overcame the inertia of their

govcrnment to protect thelr lives.

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at -
the center of this epidemic -- young people and thosa who abuse
drugse. I was pleazed Lo see the new public service announocmente
released last week by Scorctary Shalala. They point young people
tovard the tnnls they need to protect themselves.

We alszo need to recognize that substance abuese treatment is a

form of HIV pravention. We must ensure thal. those who are

receiving drug treatment also rcocive AIDS pravantion services at Aoqivwb”
the same time. We have increased the/r

'sLots—ava:iutﬂggxn thie oountry and I am working to convince the /;éo&Vlﬂl'
tongress to approve wur rvquests for money to bring that number | o, oo e85

even higher. p“’j(//,.f‘, 7

I have alco acked tha CDC to convene a mPPfing of state and local .7Ra¢§ Aiﬁdff“ﬂ/
health officials and their counterparts on subctance akuse to

dcvclop an acticn plan to assure the integration of HIV

prevenl.iim and substance abuse prevention.
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We cannol. afford to freeze prevention funding -- as the
( Republicans in Congraese have proposed -- hecaure the epidemic

\~uggggt be frozen.

We also cannot forget the bacioc human righte of poople living
with HIV and ATDS. The stouries of AIDS related discrimination
brealt thc hcarte of all Americans ot conscience.

Five years ago, our nation took a huge stap forward toward a more [c¥/7 "

jusl soclety when we enacted the Americans with Dicabilitiee Act. z’f/V
It offers more than 40 million Americans who are liviny with ©,
physical or mental disabilities -- including those who are living &2~4
with HIV and AlLS ~-- protectlon agalnst discrinmination.

rhe Justice DApartment, the Eyual Employment Opportunities "'?)/Féh
Commission, and the Department of Haalth and Human Services have -~
been vigorously enfurcing the A.D.A. And we are about to launch
a ncw cffort to ensura that health care familitjes -+ nursing
homes in particular =- are providing equal accesc to pecople with
HIV or AIDS. ) ’

stiil, all of us can do mora. We can start by cleaning our own
‘house. I am acking Patsy Fleming to conduct an immediate 60-day o

review of all yovernment programs that require HIV testing ac a Co %7A\ 9,
oondition of participation in government service and government V\a\F\ _
prograns. Those that do not have a strong public health =

rational, must be amended or Lhey must be ended. : "ﬁfci}\

! ~
_We must continue Lo examine our societal attitudes toward racial ol 7\ Lﬁﬁ;
and ethnic minoritice, gaye and lesbians, and others for whom . :l\\
fear of AIDS becomes a convenient excuse for discrimination. We. Ta /Z;Lw,\ /
cannot let our fcar outwWeigh our common Sense or our compassiun. ‘ .

If we do, all of us will lose,

Ax T have said before, the thing we have to remember is that
pcople with AlLUS and thoge who are living with HIV are part of
our American family. Whether they are gay or straight, black,
whita, Native American, Latino or Asian Awmerican, they are our
sons and daughtecre) our brothare and gisters; our aunts and
uncleg; our mothers aml fathers; our grandmothers and
arandfathers. ' They ara Americans one and all. They need our
compassiun. They deserve our respect. '

Finally, let me say that the fight againect AIDS is international
in scopa. H1V knows no geagraphic boundaries. It is found on

" . wevery continent and virtually cvery country. The World Health
Organization est.imates that mure thap 18 million men, woemen, and
children arc living with HIV around the world. The United States
is and will remain a full partner in the international cffort to
fight thc pandenmic.
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As a wvorld leader, wa have a moral and a national responsibility.
ta help developing nations with prevention programs, madical
care, and other vital services. We also have much to learn from
them. And when wc do find the cura and the vaccine that we seek,
- it will not only be i victory for America, it will be a victory

for the world.

When this country was in the throes of anothar sickness Lhatl

threatened to tear us apart -- the sicknecc of elavery --
Fradarick Douglas, the great American aboulitionist,wrote:

syt 1 not light thal is needed, but fire. It is not’
the gentle chower, but thunder. we need the storm, the
whirlwind, and the earthquake., The feeling. of the
nation must be quickened. The consaienca of Lhe nalivn
must be roused. The propriety of the nation must be
startled.”

Each or you have been the rhunder and the llghtenlng. Each of xou
is helping to awaken the conscicnoe of our nation. Our challenqe
ig to draw more of our cjtizens inlv ovur circle of hope.
Together, I am certain, wc ocan change our tuture for the petter.

" Thank you and God blcce you all.
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"Let U« Rise to the Challenge"

Governor Bill Clinton
t'ylace Theater, May 18, 1992

hank vou very: pui Stk vou. Thank you very much my longtime friend David
Mixner - he's beer orgspeeches inhis mind for thinty years, he'’s about to get good
at it - for that wendeet. - owent. Thank you Roberta Achtenberg for vour statement and
for your frierudship. . - ou Scott and Diane and Roberta and Bob, all the rest of you
who were co-chairs J'.. < thiy event.,
And Iwant o say a vy <ed of thanks to ANGLE for their work on \my behalf over the _ .
last several mionths, 0 v thank John Garamendi, my state chair, for bemghere and "Tonight, | war
all the others whe ase 1.0 of this event, ' . talk to you abOUt.'f"('i‘A
Fouknow, T have v, . ~unes thata campaign for president has two purposcs. Onc we can be one pe
1s for the counte .+ kaew the candidate, and the other is for the candidate to aga/n -- without re¢, -
get to know the con vandidate does not grow and deepen in undcrsl.mdmg to race or gender .
and compassion -n the race itselfs already half lost. sexual orientatior: -
There are peaple i .o foday 1o whom I owe a great debt of gratitude, for you age or region or
have helped me to o sva iy country better than I did when I began. income, how we C.i
. . H n
We just finished the « - hunriots 1o our history in Los Angeles. And as the people ke one again.
here begin to pick vp + ieces, Tthink it might be well for us to note where we are at
this moment inour -+ . i nation, Not just here in Los Angeles, and not just in the
citics of our great lav - ulbof us, all across America.
We should be dancine © «reets withjoy loday because the Cold War is over. Ifthree
years ago anyone hat 0 nav ol you that within three years the Berlin Wall would fall,
allof the goveraments 1 _wtern Europe would fade away, the Soviet Union itself would
collapsc and cut i+ v« hudget by 50% in a year, and the threat of nuclear
anpihilation would Ix “Ilinto the distance of history, no one would have belicved

it.

If anybody had told v -t would happen and we would still be deeply divided and
anxiety-ridden at el - imy, it would be difficult to believe. But we are, And we are
because as we celebr:c i friumph of our values around the world, we see them lying
in tatters here at home * vuntry defeated in so many ways economically...a country in -
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SJournal of Woman with AIDS Portrays Quiet Victims

YONKERS, N.Y. (AP) Janice Burns says she and her husband, -
William, were a "~ “nauseatingly cute'' couple who loved vacations
and shopping for home furnishings.

““We love to eat out, go to Broadway shows, and shock people by
revealing our liberal outlooks that hide under our conservative

exteriors,'' Mrs. Burns wrote in 1987, when she was a 24-year-old
university researcher married to a rising star in the financial
community.

Then comes the kicker: ~“We spend $1,200 each month on
prescription drugs, and we will never have children. ... We are
HIV-positive.'!

Thus begins ~~Sarah's Song,'' Mrs. Burns' journal covering the

years from 1987, when she and her husband were diagnosed with HIV,
to 1994, when her husband died of AIDS at age 29.

The Warner Books publication named for the daughter Mrs. Burns
desperately wanted is a painfully poignant rendering of death
foretold, of a woman whose world turned into a numbers game: How
many pills, how many T cells, how many hospitalizations, years,
months, days, hours until the counting stops?

““There are still a lot of people who stereotype people with
AIDS,'' said Mrs. Burns, now 32 with full-blown AIDS. She is
partially deaf and blind in one eye, takes 40 pills a day and has
been hospitalized four times since June.

““There are those who don't want someone like me to have AIDS
because it means they or someone they love can be at risk,'' she
said in an interview Wednesday, two days before today's
commemoration of World AIDS Day.

More than 501,000 U.S. AIDS cases were diagnosed from 1981
through October 1995, according to the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. More than 311,000 of those people, or 62
percent, have died.

Most interesting to Mrs. Burns is that the number of cases
attributed to heterosexual transmission increased from 3 percent
during 1981-87 to 10 percent from 1993 to October 1995. Female
cases increased from 4,035, or 8 percent of the total between
1981-87, to almost 18 percent 43,383 from 1993-October 1995.

"I see more and more women who look like myself in support
groups,'' said Mrs. Burns, a middle-class Catholic from the New
York City borough of the Bronx.

Her neat Yonkers apartment is filled with books, including a
huge Bible on a stand in the living room, and is dominated by a
nearly finished wooden Victorian dollhouse.

She started the dollhouse in 1992, before her husband died, and
still plans to complete it. “"I'll get to it one day,'' she said,
the only time she speaks of the future during a 90-minute
interview.

Mrs. Burns believes her husband was infected with the virus that
causes AIDS during a brief homosexual affair when he was 18. She
married him a few years later and they were diagnosed as
HIV-positive shortly after their first wedding anniversary, in
February 1987.



The couple became activists, founding advocacy groups and
speaking on television shows and before high school groups, trying
to tell the world that AIDS can strike anyone.

Mrs. Burns maintains that even if she had known William Burns
was HIV-positive, she still would have married him.

"I had a love, despite AIDS,'' she wrote at the end of her
book. I could live off this love for the rest of my life. I think
I will."!

APNP-12-01-95 O0850EST
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STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
S8UMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON MONEY LAUNDERING
DECEMBER 2, 1995

Today, Treasury Secretary Rubin, representatives of the
Department of Justice and the Department of State, joined the
other nations of this hemisphere in signing a historic anti-money
laundering communique. This accord will make it more difficult
for international organized crime, including drug traffickers to
profit from their criminal activities. As I stated in my address
to the United Nations General Assembly in October, we must send a
clear and unambiguous message to the cartels that profit from
drug trafficking and other serious crimes: your dirty laundry is
no longer welcome. You wWill no longer be able to wash the blood
off profits from the sale of drugs from terror or from organized
crimes. I have urged the nations of the world, and especially
those in this hemisphere, to bring their banks and financial
systems into conformity with international anti-money laundering
standards. This communique is an important step in that
direction.

The communique affirms the commitment made during the December,
1994 Summit of Americas Ministerial in Miami, Florida. During
that conference, with U.S. leadership, a Declaration of
Principles, including a strategy for combatting the problem of
organized crime and money laundering, was adopted by the member
nations. The communique specifically directs the member nations
to enact laws that make the laundering of proceeds from drugs and
other serious crimes unlawful. It permits the seizure of
proceeds and the equitable sharing of those assets by the
investigating nations. In addition, it allows for cooperative
methods for reporting suspicious bank transactions, including
special efforts to prevent and detect financial crimes.

As I have said many times, America will fight the war on drugs
and crime on all fronts, both at home and abroad. Today, with
our neighbors in the region, we are taking an important step by
targeting the cartels and criminals who, until now, have moved
vast sums of ill-gotten gains through the international financial
system with absolute impunity. Finally, the nations of this
hemisphere are standing as one to say, "No more."
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EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF T HE PRESIDENT
28-Nov-1995 05:37pm

TO: James T. Edmonds

FROM: Marsha Scott

Office of Political Affairs

SUBJECT: AIDS Remarks

Three people that could be very helpful on this speech are:
Michael Itzkowitz - Sen. Kennedy - 224-6572
David Mixner - FOB - 310-289-1181
Dr. Scott Hitt ( Chair of WH AIDS Council)-310-278-1668
310-652-8729 ext
339

I know these three very well. They have all spent most of their
adult lives working on this problem. All three are very
articulate and extremely knowlegable. Even if you don't use
anything they say, politically it would be a good thing to do.
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Growing AIDS Cases Overburden New York City

NEW YORK (Nov. 22) XINHUA - Rapid growth of AIDS cases is so overburdening
the New York City administration that it has decided to partially shift the
service work for AIDS patients to community organizations.

New York City established the Division of AIDS Service in 1987 to provide
extensive services to people with AIDS, including providing case-workers to
help obtain government assistance. At present, there are 18,000 people on the
division's caseload with a diagnosis of AIDS or advanced HIV, with an
additional 7,000 expected to seek help in the next three years.

The division has budgeted 28.5 million U.S. dollars this year for the work.
Although the New York State and the Federal Government have also made
contributions to it, the city authorities have found it difficult to manage
the matter alone and announced a plan Tuesday to turn a large scope of
services to community organizations.

According to the plan, the division will continue to provide a high level of
AIDS services, but once a person's condition has stabilized, the case will be
transferred to a community organization, which will follow up on the client's
needs.

However, the plan has aroused criticism from a number of groups. Assemblyman
Richard Gottfried, chairman of the Health Committee, said the city
administration was simply turning its back on the city's AIDS cases.
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON HIV AND AIDS
THE WHITE HOUSE
DECEMBER 6, 1995

[Acknowledgements: Patsy Fleming, Secretary Shalala [other
Cabinet members?], Scott Hitt, distinguished guests.]

Let me first welcome each of you to this historic White House
Conference on HIV and AIDS. You are the frontline faces and
voices of our national commitment to conquer the devastating
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only
for your participation here today but for the work you do every
day to improve the lives of the people of our nation and around
the world.

I’'d also like to thank Dr. Hitt and the members of the
President’s Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS for their work on
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this
meeting.

And I want to express my appreciation to the two extraordinary
Americans who have just shared the stories of their lives with
~all of us. It is the passion, the commitment, and, yes, the
-anger of people like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that remind
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope
as we continue to even the odds in this struggle.

Each generation of Americans has faced an important challenge
that has, in many ways, defined their time here on earth. For my
parents’ generation, World War Two was that defining moment,
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own generation,
the civil rights movement provided the focus and the drive of our
lives. But for the generation of my own child and all of those
in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well be that
defining challenge.

My daughter and her friends are growing up in the shadow of
something we could never have imagined. They are coming of age
in world in which AIDS is a very sobering reality.

That reality has already changed the lives of all of us in this

room. It has taken from us too many friends and too many loved

ones much too soon. It has shaken our faith in the future. But
it has also brought us together and inspired a community spirit

that strengthens our values as a nation.

It is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and
change the future for our ourselves, for our children, and for
their children. We can do this. In fact, we must do this.



I want to share with you the story of just one of the people who
is here today. Just one of the human faces and human voices of
ATIDS.

It’s the story of a young man who grew up in a typical American
suburb as part of a typical American family. He attended college
and became politically active. His quick mind and active spirit
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the
Corporation for National Service to help start AmeriCorps. It
was while he was working for AmeriCorps that he found out he was
HIV-positive. He was 23 years old.

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news as a challenge. A challenge
to use his communication skills, his organizational skills, and
his leadership skills to educate and support his peers and help
them escape the fate that had been visited upon him.

It’s that combination of heartbreak and hope that makes this
epidemic so unique. And it is what challenges all of us to
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a
thing of the past. ‘

Ten days ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
reported that our nation has reached another sad milestone in the
AIDS epidemic. Half a million Americans have now been diagnosed
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have
already died of AIDS.

As we meet, on this day, 120 more Americans will lose their lives
to AIDS, another 220 people will be diagnosed with the disease
and nearly 140 people in this country will become infected with
HIV. And that will happen again tomorrow and the day after that
and the day after that. It will continue to happen until we
succeed in our efforts to defeat this epidemic.

That is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity
for us to refocus and reenergize our national commitment to
ending this epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops for the
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this
battle. You and I have some important work to do.

We have a common goal -- a cure for all those who are living with
HIV and a vaccine to protect all of us from this deadly virus.
Let’s be very clear on that. A cure and a vaccine are our number
one priority.

In my own lifetime, we have eliminated smallpox from our planet.
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphere. And we are within
striking distance of controlling measles. We must -- we must --
find a way to rid our planet of the threat of HIV.



I am proud of the work we have done in these last three years to
infuse new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS
research effort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by
more than 25 percent. We have dramatically strengthened the
Office of AIDS Research and we have focused our work on basic
science and applied research so that we can concurrently unlock
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with
HIV.

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends.
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as they did just ten
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meant a quick and
many times painful death for people living with HIV can now be
treated and even prevented.

And we have reason to believe that there will more progress in
the near future. New classes of AIDS drugs are being approved
for use by the FDA that will help to restore the damaged immune
systems of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are
showing great promise as a means for controlling the virus in the
human body.

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug
therapy could actually block HIV transmission from mother to
child. Our scientists tell me that it is within our grasp to
virtually eliminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade.
This is neither science fiction nor a distant dream. It can be
accomplished by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling and
testing and guaranteeing that they have access to the treatment
they need to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do
this -- and we will.

These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for
people living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely not! We
must do more.

I am taking three steps today that I believe will move us forward
at a faster pace.

First, I am asking the Vice President to convene a meeting of
scientists and leaders of the pharmaceutical industry to identify
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and
microbicides that can protect people from HIV and the infections
it causes. There are no guarantees in science, but the
collective will of government and industry can overcome even the
biggest obstacles.

Second, I am asking Patsy Fleming to convene an interdepartmental
task force working group to develop a coordinated plan for AIDS



research, including a coordinated research budget. I will expect
their report within 90 days.

Third, I want to make clear my personal commitment to make every
feasible effort to find a cure and an effective vaccine or
vaccines. To that end, I am intensifying my relationship with
the Office of National AIDS Policy. We can’t afford to miss any
new opportunities. We can’t afford any unnecessary delays.
That’s why I am asking Patsy Fleming .to provide me even more
regular updates on the emerging opportunities and obstacles in
this struggle. No President can promise success in such an
effort but I need to know what needs to be done to move this
along.

Of course our work does not end in the laboratories of our great
research institutions. It continues in the clinics and the
hospitals and the doctors’ offices around the country where
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they need to survive, to
maintain their health, and to preserve their dignity. When we
make advances in science we must match those strides with
improvements in our delivery of health care.

For people with AIDS, the current discussions over a balanced
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Let me
talk for a few minutes about a subject that is very important to
me -- the future of Medicaid.

For people with AIDS, Medicaid is a lifeline of support.

Medicaid provides health care for nearly half of the 200,000
Americans who are living with AIDS including 90 percent of the
children. It provides access to doctors, hospitals, prescription
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live
their lives more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that keep
HIV under control for longer and longer periods of time and it
pays for the drugs that prevent the infections that often end the
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows
families to stay together.

Yet today, Medicaid is under attack by the Republican leaders in
Congress who want to slash its spending and eliminate the thirty-
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, the
elderly, and those with disabilities. We cannot, we must not,
and I will not allow us to destroy this vital lifeline.

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That’s why we created the Ryan
White CARE Act to plug the holes in our health care system that
left many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. Last year,
more than 360,000 Americans received care under the Ryan White
Act.

When I ran for President, I promised to fully fund the CARE Act
and we have. Funding has increased by 108 percent, more than
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doubling the number of cities receiving funds and enabling every
state in the country to receive some level of assistance.

The CARE Act must be extended for another five years. Both
houses of Congress have approved legislation to accomplish this
but final legislation remains stalled. That’s why on last
Friday, World AIDS Day, I sent a letter to the Speaker of the
House and the Senate Majority Leader, asking them to make every
effort to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I
can sign it and we can get on with the work ahead.

I am also fighting for the funding increases that I have
requested for the CARE Act as well as housing programs for people
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at CDC.

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infections in this
country. 1In the 1980s, we made important progress in reducing
the number of new infections by nearly 50 percent. But for the
last five years, the estimated number of infections has hovered
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as many as
half of those infections occur among people under the age of 25
and half are among teenagers. Any new infection is an
unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing
the number of new infections in the United States by half in the
next five years and to zero within the next decade. .

Until we have a cure and a vaccine, education and prevention are
our best hope. For prevention to work it must be targeted and it
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in
the 1980s, when activists overcame the inertia of their
government to protect their 1lives.

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at
the center of this epidemic =-- young people and those who abuse
drugs. I was pleased to see the new public service announcements
released last week by Secretary Shalala. They point young people
toward the tools they need to protect themselves.

We also need to recognize that substance abuse treatment is a
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure that those who are
receiving drug treatment also receive AIDS prevention services at
the same time. We have increased the number of drug treatment
slots available in this country and I am working to convince the
Congress to approve our requests for money to bring that number
even higher.

I have also asked the CDC to convene a meeting of state and local
health officials and their counterparts on substance abuse to
develop an action plan to assure the integration of HIV
prevention and substance abuse prevention.



We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding -~ as the
Republicans in Congress have proposed -- because the epidemic
cannot be frozen. It will just grow and grow and grow.

We also cannot forget the basic human rights of people living
with HIV and AIDS. The stories of AIDS related discrimination
break the hearts of all Americans of conscience.

Five years ago, our nation took a huge step forward toward a more
just society when we enacted the Americans with Disabilities Act.
It offers more than 40 million Americans who are living with
physical or mental disabilities -- including those who are living
with HIV and AIDS -- protection against discrimination.

The Justice Department, the Equal Employment Opportunities
Commission, and the Department of Health and Human Services have
been vigorously enforcing the A.D.A. And we are about to launch
a new effort to ensure that health care facilities -- nursing
homes in particular -- are providing equal access to people with
HIV or AIDS.

Still, all of us can do more. We can start by cleaning our own
house. I am asking Patsy Fleming to conduct an immediate 60-day
review of all government programs that require HIV testing as a
condition of participation in government service and government
programs. Those that do not have a strong public health
rational, must be amended or they must be ended.

We must continue to examine our societal attitudes toward racial
and ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, and others for whom
fear of AIDS becomes a convenient excuse for discrimination. We
cannot let our fear outweigh our common sense or our compassion.
If we do, all of us will lose.

As I have said before, the thing we have to remember is that
people with AIDS and those who are living with HIV are part of
our American family. Whether they are gay or straight, black,
white, Native American, Latino or Asian American, they are our
sons and daughters; our brothers and sisters; our aunts and
uncles; our mothers and fathers; our grandmothers and
grandfathers. They are Americans one and all. They need our
compassion. They deserve our respect.

Finally, let me say that the fight against AIDS is international
in scope. HIV knows no geographic boundaries. It is found on
every continent and virtually every country. The World Health
Organization estimates that more than 18 million men, women, and
children are living with HIV around the world. The United States
is and will remain a full partner in the international effort to

fight the pandemic. o



As a world leader, we have a moral and a national responsibility
to help developing nations with prevention programs, medical
care, and other vital services. We also have much to learn from
them. And when we do find the cure and the vaccine that we seek,
it will not only be a victory for America, it will be a victory
for the world.

When this country was in the throes of another sickness that
threatened to tear us apart ~- the sickness of slavery --
Frederick Douglas, the great American abolitionist,wrote:

"It is not light that is needed, but fire. It is not
the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the
whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the
nation must be quickened. The conscience of the nation
must be roused. The propriety of the nation must be
startled."”

Each of you have been the thunder and the lightening. Each of you
is helping to awaken the conscience of our nation. Our challenge
is to draw more of our citizens into our circle of hope.
Together, I am certain, we can change our future for the better.

Thank you and God bless you all.
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Cabinet members?), Scott Hitt, distinguished guests.]

Let me first welcome each of you to this historic White House
Conference on HIV and AIDS. You are the frontline faces and
voices of our national commitment to conquer the devastating
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only
for your participation here today but for the work you do every
day to improve the lives of the people of our nation and around
the world.

I'd also like to thank Dr. Hitt and the members of the
President’s Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS for their work on
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this
meeting.

And I want to express my appreciation to the two extraordinary
Americans who have just shared the stories of their lives with
all of us. It is the passion, the commitment, and, yes, the
anger of people like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that remind
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope
as we continue to even the odds in this struggle.

Each generation of Americans has faced an important challenge
that has, in many ways, defined their time here on earth. For my
parents’ generation, World War Two was that defining moment,
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own generation,
the civil rights movement provided the focus and the drive of our
lives. But for the generation of my own child and all of those
in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well be that
defining challenge.

My daughter and her friends are growing up in the shadow of
something we could never have imagined. They are coming of age
in world in which AIDS is a very sobering reality.

That reality has already changed the lives of all of us in this
room. It has taken from us too many friends and too many loved
ones much too soon. It has shaken our faith in the future. But
it has also brought us together and inspired a community spirit
that strengthens our values as a nation.

It is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and
change the future for our ourselves, for our children, and for
their children. We can do this. 1In fact, we must do this.



I want to share with you the story of just one of the people who
is here today. Just one of the human faces and human voices of
AIDS.

It’s the story of a young man who grew up in a typical American
suburb as part of a typical American family. He attended college
and became politically active. His quick mind and active spirit
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the
Corporation for National Service to help start AmeriCorps. It
was while he was working for AmeriCorps that he found out he was
HIV-positive. He was 23 years old.

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news as a challenge. A challenge
to use his communication skills, his organizational skills, and
his leadership skills to educate and support his peers and help
them escape the fate that had been visited upon him.

It’s that combination of heartbreak and hope that makes this
epidemic so unique. And it is what challenges all of us to
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a
thing of the past.

Ten days ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
reported that our nation has reached another sad milestone in the
AIDS epidemic. Half a million Americans have now been diagnosed
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have
already died of AIDS.

As we meet, on this day, 120 more Americans will lose their 1lives
to AIDS, another 220 people will be diagnosed with the disease
and nearly 140 people in this country will become infected with
HIV. And that will happen again tomorrow and the day after that
and the day after that. It will continue to happen until we
succeed in our efforts to defeat this epidemic.

That is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity
for us to refocus and reenergize our national commitment to
ending this epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops for the
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this
battle. You and I have some important work to do.

We have a common goal -- a cure for all those who are living with
HIV and a vaccine to protect all of us from this deadly virus.
Let’s be very clear on that. A cure and a vaccine are our number
one priority.

In my own lifetime, we have eliminated smallpox from our planet.
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphere. And we are within
striking distance of controlling measles. We must -- we must --
find a way to rid our planet of the threat of HIV.



I am proud of the work we have done in these last three years to
infuse new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS
research effort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by
more than 25 percent. We have dramatically strengthened the
Office of AIDS Research and we have focused our work on basic
science and applied research so that we can concurrently unlock
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with
HIV.

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends.
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as they did just ten
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meant a quick and
many times painful death for people living with HIV can now be
treated and even prevented.

And we have reason to believe that there will more progress in
the near future. New classes of AIDS drugs are being approved
for use by the FDA that will help to restore the damaged immune
systems of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are
showing great promise as a means for controlling the virus in the
human body.

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug
therapy could actually block HIV transmission from mother to
child. Our scientists tell me that it is within our grasp to
virtually eliminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade.
This is neither science fiction nor a distant dream. It can be
accomplished by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling and
testing and guaranteeing that they have access to the treatment
they need to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do
this -- and we will.

These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for
people living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely not! We
must do more.

I am taking three steps today that I believe will move us forward
at a faster pace.

First, I am asking the Vice President to convene a meeting of
scientists and leaders of the pharmaceutical industry to identify
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and
microbicides that can protect people from HIV and the infections
it causes. There are no guarantees in science, but the
collective will of government and industry can overcome even the

biggest obstacles. Z— )
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1 AIDS Research at NIH, to convene a permanent working group of
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scientists from all parts of government to assure a coordinated
plan for AIDS research, including a coordinated research budget.
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Third, I am asking AIDS Director Patsy Fleming to provide me with
uarterly repor on our progress on our search for a cure and an/1;
effective Vva né or vaccines. No President can promise success ekcﬂ—
in such an effort but I need to know what needs to be done to j

move this along. ‘ 7
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Of course our work does not end in the laboratories of our great v
research institutions. It continues in the clinics and the dﬂ;ﬁimuxéz
hospitals and the doctors’ offices around the country where

people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they need to survive, to e gecu
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make advances in science we must match those strides with

improvements in our delivery of health care. f%ggﬁg

For people with AIDS, the current discussions over a balanced
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Let me
talk for a few minutes about a subject that is very important to
me -- the future of Medicaid.

For people with AIDS, Medicaid is a lifeline of support.

Medicaid provides health care for nearly half of the 200,000
Americans who are living with AIDS including 90 percent of the
children. It provides access to doctors, hospitals, prescription
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live
their lives more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that keep
HIV under control for longer and longer periods of time and it
pays for the drugs that prevent the infections that often end the
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows
families to stay together.

Yet today, Medicaid is under attack by the Republican leaders in
Congress who want to slash its spending and eliminate the thirty-
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, the
elderly, and those with disabilities. We cannot, we must not,
and I will not allow us to destroy this vital lifeline.

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That’s why we created the Ryan
White CARE Act to plug the holes in our health care system that
left many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. Last year,
more than 360,000 Americans received care under the Ryan White
Act.

When I ran for President, I promised to fully fund the CARE Act
and we have. Funding has increased by 108 percent, more than
doubling the number of cities receiving funds and enabling every
state in the country to receive some level of assistance.

The CARE Act must be extended for another five years. Both
houses of Congress have approved legislation to accomplish this
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but final legislation remains stalled. I am asking the Speaker
of the House and the Senate Majority Leader to make every effort
to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I can
sign it and we can get on with the work ahead.

I am also fighting for the funding increases that I have
requested for the CARE Act as well as housing programs for people
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at CDC.

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infections in this
country. In the 1980s, we made important progress in reducing
the number of new infections by nearly 50 percent. But for the
last five years, the estimated number of infections has hovered
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as many as
half of those infections occur among people under the age of 25
and half are among teenagers. Any new infection is an
unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing
the number of new infections in the United States by half in the
next five years and to zero within the next decade.

Until we have a cure and a vaccine, education and prevention are
our best hope. For prevention to work it must be targeted and it
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in
the 1980s, when activists overcame the inertia of their
government to protect their lives.

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at
the center of this epidemic -- young people and those who abuse
drugs. I was pleased to see the new public service announcements
released last week by Secretary Shalala. They point young people
toward the tools they need to protect themselves.

We also need to recognize that substance abuse treatment is a
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure that those who are
receiving drug treatment also receive AIDS prevention services at
the same time. We have increased the number of drug treatment
slots available in this country and I am working to convince the
Congress to approve our requests for money to bring that number
even higher.

I have also asked the CDC to convene a meeting of state and local
health officials and their counterparts on substance abuse to
develop an action plan to assure the integration of HIV
prevention and substance abuse prevention.

We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding -- as the
Republicans in Congress have proposed -- because the epidemic
cannot be frozen. It will just grow and grow and grow.

We also cannot forget the basic human rights of people living
with HIV and AIDS. The stories of AIDS related discrimination
break the hearts of all Americans of conscience.
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BUDGET PLANNING
NOVEMBER 30, 1995

ISSUES FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT

OVERALL:
1. Veto of GOP Budget
2. Release of Impact Statement Thursday morning

3. Direct Lending Event Thursday 1:15 p.m.

- Tyson involvement? '
4. Identify Real People and Specific Incidents -- (Sub-group/Silverman)
5. Cabinet/Local Government Calls [Wednesday/Thursday]

HEALTH CARE:
1. Shalala Speech Friday
2. Elderly Women Report (Mrs. Clinton Speech)
3. Provider Meeting with Panetta (Congressional Leaders)
- Stakeout for validation of taking too much out

4. Democratic Governors Meeting with POTUS on Medicaid
5. Medicare/Medicaid State-by-State
6. Medicare/Medicaid Walkthrough .
7. Nursing Home vs. Homes and Family Farms
8. Disability Roundtable '
9. Tyson/Stiglitz on Block Grants and Economic Downturns
10.  Low-Income Medicare Recipients
ENVIRONMENTAL:
1. o Op-Eds
-Browner regional Op-Eds on 25th Anniversary of EPA
-Response Op-Ed to attacks on President’s credibility
2. Browner National Press Club Speech
TAX:
1. Release of State-by-State and District-by-District Analysis
1. EITC vs. Capital Gain/Estate Tax
2. Exploding Tax Cut
" EDUCATION:

1. Direct Lending briefing and paper

2. Riley education speech TBD

3. Improving America’s School Act Conference next Monday-Wednesday Hosted by
DoEd, attended by 3000 educators w/Sec Riley.
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THURS
11/30

BUDGET EVENTS OF THE DAY:
. .Direct Lending/Education Kunin and groups
. VPOTUS meeting with Congressional Members and press conference

POTUS
- London

VPOTUS
- Meeting with Congressional Democrats and statement

CABINET/IGA
- Cabinet conference calls with mayors
- Cisneros National League of Cities
- Bump up CBPP Study in press conference with Mayors

GROUPS
- Panetta meeting with AHA at White House

HILL DEMOCRATS

- Press Briefing-"Republican Agenda for Medicare” w/Sens
Graham,Kennedy,Rockefeller

- Floor Sp/ Satellite/ Radio:"Republican proposals are reckless & extreme, an
assault on working families"

- Press Conf-Effect of Republican Budget on States w/DemGovs (t)

- Event-Mtg w/Natl Leadership Group on Sr Issues

FRI
12/1

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:
. Shalala Medicare/Medicaid Speech

POTUS
- Travel to Ireland (through Dec.3)

GROUPS
- Meeting with Disability groups [Room 180, 2:30 p.m.]

HILL DEMOCRATS

- Floor Sp/ Satellite/ Radio:"Republican proposals are reckless &
extreme, an assault on working families"

- Press Briefing-"Nursing Home Stds Lost in Republican Budget" w/Sen
Pryor et al

- Press Conf-"Republican Agenda for Rural America"

2 30 November 1995
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SAT

12/2
POTUS i
- Ireland
MILESTONES
- 25th Anniversary of the EPA
SUN
12/3
POTUS:
- Travel to Madrid; EU/US Summit, Madrid
- Return to US
MON
12/4

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:
. POTUS Veto?
. [If no veto today] Taxes event with Hill

POTUS
- DC

VPOTUS
- Travel to South Africa (through Dec.8)

TUE
12/5
BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:

POTUS
- Congressional Ball;
- Nickelodeon taping (t)

VPOTUS
- South Africa

MILESTONES
- 40th year of AFL-CIO
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WED
12/6

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: s
. Medicare State-by-State

POTUS:
- WH Conference on AIDS;
- Pageant of Peace

VPOTUS
- South Africa

THURS
12/7

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:
. Browner Environment speech at National Press Club

POTUS
- Budget meeting (daily through 22nd)
- Interview with People magazine

VPOTUS
- South Africa

FRI
12/8
BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:

POTUS:

- Budget meeting (daily through 22nd)
- President Dos Santos of Angola;

- Oregon reception

VPOTUS
- Return from South Africa

SAT
12/9

POTUS
- Arkansas

SUN
12/10
POTUS
- Arkansas (a.m.)
- Christmas in Washington (p.m.)
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MON
12/11

TUE
12/12

WED
12/13

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:

POTUS

- Budget meeting; Holiday Reception

- Mtg w/PM Peres of Israel

VPOTUS
- Budget meeting

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:

POTUS

- Budget meeting;

- Holiday Reception

- Briefing & Interview

VPOTUS
- Budget meeting

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:

POTUS

- Holiday Reception

- Budget meeting

- Briefing & Interview

VPOTUS
- Budget meeting
- Prayer breakfast

THURS

_ 1214

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY:

POTUS
- Budget meeting

VPOTUS
- Budget meeting
- Enviro breakfast

it
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FRI
12/15 DEADLINE FOR BUDGET AGREEMENT/CR
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