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draft 12/1/95 
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 

THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON HIV AND AIDS 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

DECEMBER 6 1 1995 

(Acknowledgements: Patsy Fleming, Secretary Shalala (other 
Cabinet members?], Scott Hitt, distinguished guests.) 

Let me first welcome each of you to this historic White House 
Conference on HIV and· AIDS. You are the frontline faces and 
voices of our national commitment to conquer the devastating 
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only 
for your participation here today but for the work you do every 
day to improve .the lives of the people of our nation and around 
the world. 

I'd also like to thank Dr. Hitt and the members of the 
President's Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS for their work on 
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this 
meeting. 

And I want to express my appreciation to the two extraordinary 
Americans who have just shared the stories of their lives with 
all of us. It is the passion, the commitment, and, yes, the 
anger of people like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that remind 
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope 
as we continue to even the odds in this struggle. 

Each generation of Americans has faced an important challenge 
that has, in many ways, defined their time here on earth. For my 
parents' generation, World War Two was that defining moment, 
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own generation, 
the civil rights movement provided the focus and the drive of our 
lives. But for the generation of my own child and all of those 
in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well be that 
defining challenge. 

My daughter and her friends are growing up in the shadow of 
something we could never have imagined. They are coming of age 
in world in which AIDS is a very sobering reality. 

That reality has already changed the lives of all of us in this 
room. It has taken from us too many friends and too many loved 
ones much too soon. It has shaken our faith in the future. But 
it has also brought us together and inspired a community spirit 
that strengthens our values as a nation. 

It is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and 
change the future for our ourselves, for our children, and for 
their children. We can do this. In fact, we must do this. 



I want to share with you the story of just one of the people who 
is here today. Just one of the human faces and human voices of 
AIDS. 

It's the story of a young man who grew up in a typical American 
suburb as part of a typical American family. He attended college 
and became politically active. His quick mind and active spirit 
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the 
Corporation for National Service to help start Americ6rps. It 
was while he was working for AmeriCorps that he found out he was 
HIV-positive. He was 23 years old. 

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news as.a challenge. A challenge 
to use his communication skills, his organizational skills, and 
his leadership skills to educate and support ·his peers and help 
them escape the fate that had been visited upon him. 

It's that combination of heartbreak and hope that makes this 
epidemic so unique. And it is what challenges all of us to 
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a 
thing of the past. 

Ten days ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
reported that our nation has reached another sad milestone in the 
AIDS epidemic. Half a million Americans have now been diagnosed 
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have 
already died of AIDS. 

As we meet, on this day, 120 more Americans will lose their lives 
to AIDS, another 220 people will be diagnosed with the disease 
and nearly 140 people in this country will become infected with 
HIV. And that will happen again tomorrow and the day after that 
and the day after that. It will continue to happen until we 
succeed in our efforts to defeat this epidemic. 

That is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity 
for us to refocus and reenergize our national commitment to 
ending this epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops for the 
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this 
battle. You and I have some important work to do. 

We have a common goal -- a cure for all those who are living with 
HIV and a vaccine to protect ali of us from this deadly virus. 
Let's be very clear on that. A cure and a vaccine are our number 
one priority. 

In my own lifetime, we have eliminated smallpox from our planet. 
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphere. And we are within 
striking distance of controlling measles. We must -- we must -­
find a way to rid our planet of the threat of HIV. 
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I am proud of the work we have done in these last three years to 
infuse new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS 
research effort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by 
more than 25 percent. We have dramatically strengthened the 
Off ice of AIDS Research and we have focused our work on basic 
science and applied research so that we can concurrently unlock 
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that 
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with 
HIV. 

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends. 
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as they did just ten 
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meant a quick and 
many times painful death for people living with HIV can now be 
treated and even prevented. 

And we have reason to believe that there will more progress in 
the near future. New classes of AIDS drugs are being approved 
for use by the FDA that will. help to restore the damaged immune 
systems of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are 
showing great promise as a means for controlling the virus in the 
human body. 

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug 
therapy could actually block HIV transmission from mother to 
child. Our scientists.tell me that it is within our grasp to 
virtually eliminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade. 
This is neither science fiction nor a distant dream. It can be 
accomplished by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling and 
testing and guaranteeing that they have access to the t~eatment 
they need to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we 
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do 
this -- and we will. 

These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for 
people living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely not! We 
must do more. 

I am taking three steps today that I believe will move us forward 
at a faster pace. 

First, I am asking the Vice President to convene a ~eeting of 
scientists and leaders of the pharmaceutical industry to identify 
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and 
microbicides that can protect people from HIV and the infections 
it causes. There are no guarantees in science, but the 
collective will of government and industry can overcome even the 
biggest obstacles. 

Second, I am asking Patsy Fleming to convene an interdepartmental 
task force working group to develop a coordinated plan for AIDS 
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research, including a coordinated research· budget. I will expect 
their report within 90 days. 

Third, I want to make clear my personal commitment to make every 
feasible effort to find a cure and an effective vaccine or 
vaccines. To that end, I am intensifying my relationship with 
the Office of National AIDS Policy. We can't afford to miss any 
new opportunities. We can't afford any unnecessary delays. 
That's why I am asking Patsy Fleming to provide me even more 
regular updates on the emerging opportunities and obstacles in 
this struggle. No President can promise success in such an 
effort but I need to know what needs to be done to move this 
along. 

Of course our work does not end in the labora·tories of our great 
research institutions. It continues in the clinics and the 
hospitals and the doctors' offic.es around the country where 
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they need to survive, to 
maintain their health, and to preserve their dignity. When we 
make advances in science we must match those strides with 
improvements in our delivery of health care. 

For people with AIDS, the current discussions over a balanced 
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Let me 
talk for a few minutes about a subject that is very important to 
me -- the future of Medicaid. 

For people with AIDS, Medicaid is a lifeline of support. 
Medicaid provides health care for nearly half of the 200,000 
Americans who are living with AIDS including 90 percent of the 
children. It provides access to doctors, hospitals, prescription 
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live 
their lives more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that keep 
HIV under control for longer and longer periods of time and it 
pays for the drugs that prevent the infections that often end the 
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows 
families to stay together. 

Yet today, Medicaid is under attack by the Republican leaders in 
Congress who want to slash its spending and eliminate the thirty­
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, the 
elderly, and those with disabilities. We cannot, we must not, 
and I will not allow us to destroy this vital lifeline. 

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That's why we created the Ryan 
White CARE Act to plug the holes in our health care system that 
left many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. Last year, 
more than 360,000 Americans received care under the Ryan White 
Act. 

When I ran for President, I promised to fully fund the CARE Act 
and we have. Funding has increased by 108 percent, more than 

4 



doubling the number of cities receiving funds and enabling every 
state in the country to receive some level of assistance. 

The CARE Act must be extended for another five years. Both 
houses of Congress have approved legislation to accomplish this 
but final legislation remains stalled. That's why on last 
Friday, World AIDS Day, I sent a letter to the Speaker of the 
House and the Senate Majority Leader, asking them to make every 
effort to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I 
can sign it and we can get on with the work ahead. 

I am also fighting for the funding increases that I have 
requested for the CARE Act as well as housing programs for people 
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at CDC. 

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infections in this 
country. In the 1980s, we made important progress in reducing 
the number of new infections by nearly 50 percent. But for the 
last five years, the estimated number of infections has hovered 
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as many as 
half of those infections occur among people under the age of 25 
and half are among teenagers. Any new infection is an 
unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing 
the number of new infections in the United States by half in the 
next five years and to zero within ·the next decade. 

Until we have a cure and a vaccine, education and prevention are 
our best hope. For prevention to work it must be targeted and it 
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in 
the 1980s, when activists overcame the inertia of their 
government to protect their lives. 

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at 
the center of this epidemic -- young people and those who abuse 
drugs. I was pleased to see the new public service announcements 
released last week by Secretary Shalala. They point young people 
toward the tools they need to protect themselves. 

We also need to recognize that substance abuse treatment is a 
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure that those who are 
receiving drug treatment also receive AIDS prevention services at 
the same time. We have increased the number of drug· treatment 
slots available in this country and I am working to convince the 
Congress to approve our requests for money to bring that number 
even higher. 

I have also asked the CDC to convene a meeting of state and local 
health officials and their counterparts on substance abuse to 
develop an action plan to assure the integration of H~V 
prevention and substance abuse prevention. 
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We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding -- as the 
Republicans in Congress have proposed -- because the epidemic 
cannot be frozen. It will just grow and grow and grow. 

We also cannot forget the basic human rights of people living 
with HIV and AIDS. The stories of AIDS related discrimination 
break the hearts of all Americans of conscience. 

Five years ago, our nation took .a huge step forward toward a more 
just society when we enaGted the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
It offers more than 40 million Americans who are living with 
physical or mental disabilities -- including those who are living 
with HIV and AIDS -- protection against discrimination. 

The Justice Department, the Equal Employment Opportunities 
Commission, and the Department of Health and Human Services have 
been vigorously enforcing the A.D.A. And we are about to launch 
a new effort to ensure that health care facilities -- nursing 
homes in particular -- are providing equal access to people with 
HIV or AIDS. 

Still, all of us can do more. We can start by cleaning our own 
house. I am asking Patsy Fleming to conduct an immediate 60-day 
review of all government programs that require HIV testing as a 
condition of participation in government service and government 
programs. Those that do not have a strong public health 
rational, must be amended or ~hey must be ended. 

We must continue to examine our societal attitudes toward racial 
and ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, and others for whom 
fear of AIDS becomes a convenient exeuse for discrimination. We 
cannot let our fear outweigh our common sense or our compassion. 
If we do, all of us will lose. 

As I have said before, the thing we have to remember is that 
people with AIDS and those who are living with HIV are part of 
our American family. Whether they are gay or straight, black, 
white, Native American, Latino or Asian American, they· are our 
sons and daughters; our brothers and sisters; our aunts and 
uncles; pur mothers and fathers; our grandmothers and 
grandfathers. They are Americans one and all. They need our 
compassion. They deserve our respect. 

Finally, let me say that the fight against AIDS is international 
in scope. HIV knows no geographic boundaries. It is found on 
every continent and virtually every country. The World Health 
Organization estimates that more than 18 million men, women, a~d 
children are living with HIV around the world. The United States 
is and will remain a full partner in the international effort to 
fight the pandemic. 
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As a world leader, we have a moral and a national responsibility 
to help developing nations with prevention programs, medical 
care, and other vital services. We also have much to learn from 
them. And when we do find the cure and the vaccine that we seek, 
it will not only be a victory for America, it will be a victory 
for the world. 

When this country was in the throes of another sickness that 
threatened to tear us apart -- the sickness of slavery -­
Frederick Douglas, the great American abolitionist,wrote: 

but fire. It is not 
We need the storm, the 

The feeling of the 
conscience of the nation 
of the nation must be 

"It is not light that is needed, 
the gentle shower, but thunder. 
whirlwind, and the earthquake. 
nation must be quickened. The 
must be roused. The propriety 
startled." 

Each of you have been the thunder and the lightening. Each of you 
is helping to awaken the conscience of our nation. our challenge 
is to draw more of our citizens into our circle of hope. 
Together, I am certain, we can change our future for the better. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 
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Let me first welcome each of you to this historic White House 
Conference on HIV and AIDS. You are the frontline faces and 
voices of our national commitment to conquer the devastating 
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only 
for your participation here today but for the work you do every 
day to improve the lives of the people of our nation and around 
the world. 

I'd also like to thank Dr. Hitt and the members of the 
President's Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS for their work on 
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this 
meeting. 

And I want to express my appreciation to the two extraordinary 
Americans who have just shared the stories of their lives with 
all of us. It is the passion, the commitment, and, yes, the 
anger of people like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that remind 
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope 
as we continue to even the odds in this struggle. 

Each generation of Americans has faced an important challenge 
that has, in many ways, defined their time here on earth. For my 
parents' generation, World War Two was that defining moment, 
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own generation, 
the civil rights movement provided the focus and the drive of our 
lives. But for the generation of my own child and all of those 
in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well be that 
defining challenge. 

My daughter and her friends are growing up in the shadow of 
something we could never have imagined. They are coming of age 
in world in which AIDS is a very sobering reality. 

That reality has already changed the lives of all of us in this 
room. It has taken from us too many friends and too many loved 
ones much too soon. It has shaken our faith in the future. But 
it has also brought us together and inspired a community spirit 
that strengthens our values as a nation. 

It is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and 
change the future for our ourselves, for our children, and for 
their children. We can do this. In fact, we must do this. 



r want to share with you the story of just one of the people who 
is here today. Just one of the human faces and human voices of 
AIDS. 

It's the story of a young man who grew up in a typical American 
suburb as part of a typical American family. He attended college 
and became politically active. His quick mind and active spirit 
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the 
Corporation for National Service to help start Americorps. It 
was while he was working for AmeriCorps that he found out he was 
HIV-positive. He was 23 years old. 

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news as .a challenge. A challenge 
to use his cominunication skills, his organizational skills, and 
his leadership skills to educate and support his peers and help 
them escape the fate that had been visited upon him. 

It's that combination of heartbreak and hope that makes this 
epidemic so unique. And it is what challenges all of us to 
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a 
thing of the past. 

Ten days ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
reported that our nation has reached another sad milestone in the 
AIDS epidemic. Half a million Americans have now been diagnosed 
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have 
already died of AIDS. 

As we meet, on this day, 120 more Americans will lose their lives 
to AIDS, another 220 people will be diagnosed with the disease 
and nearly 140 people in this country will become infected with 
HIV. And that will happen again tomorrow and the day after that 
and the day after that. It will continue to happen until we 
succeed in our efforts to defeat this epidemic. 

That is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity 
for us to refocus and reenergize our national commitment to 
ending this epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops for the 
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this 
battle. You and I have some important work to do. 

We have a common goal -- a cure for all those who are living with 
HIV and a vaccine to protect ali of us from this deadly virus. 
Let's be very clear on that. A cure and a vaccine are our number 
one priority. 

In my own lifetime, we have eliminated smallpox from our planet. 
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphere. And we are within 
striking distance of controlling measles. We must -- we must -­
find a way to rid our planet of the threat of HIV. 
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I am proud of the work we have done in these last three years to 
infuse new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS 
research effort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by 
more than 25 percent. We have dramatically strengthened the 
Off ice of AIDS Research and we have focused our work on basic 
science and applied research so that we can concurrently unlock 
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that 
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with 
HIV. 

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends. 
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as they did just ten 
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meant a quick and 
many times painful death for people living with HIV can now be 
treated and even prevented. 

And we have reason to believe that there will more progress in 
the near future. New classes of AIDS drugs are being approved 
for use by the FDA that will help to restore the damaged immune 
systems of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are 
showing great promise as a means for controlling the virus in the 
human body. 

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug 
therapy could actually block HIV transmission from mother to 
child. our scientists tell me that it is within our grasp to 
virtually eliminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade. 
This is neither science fiction nor a distant dream. It can be 
accomplished by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling and 
testing and guaranteeing that they have access to the t~eatment 
they need to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we 
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do 
this -- and we will. 

These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for 
people living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely not! We 
must do more. 

I am taking three steps today that I believe will move us forward 
at a faster pace. 

First, I am asking the Vice President to convene a ~eeting of 
scientists and leaders of the pharmaceutical industry to identify 
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and 
microbicides that can protect people from HIV and the infections 
it causes. There are no guarantees in science, but the 
collective will of government and industry can overcome even the 
biggest obstacles. 

Second, I am asking Patsy Fleming to convene an interdepartmental 
task force working group to develop a coordinated plan for AIDS 
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research, including a coordinated research budget. I will expect 
their report within 90 days. 

Third, I want to make clear my personal commitment to make every 
feasible effo~t to find a cure and an effective vaccine or 
vaccines. To that end, I am intensifying my relationship with 
the Office of National AIDS Policy. We can't afford to miss any 
new opportunities. We can't afford any unnecessary delays. 
That's why I am asking Patsy Fleming to provide me even more 
regular updates on the emerging opportunities and obstacles in 
this struggle. No President can promise success in such an 
effort but I need to know what needs to be done to move this 
along. 

Of course our work does not end in the laboratories of our great 
research institutions. It continues in the clinics and the 
hospitals and the doctors' offices around the country where 
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care .~hey need to survive, to 
maintain their health, and to preserve their dignity. When we 
make advances in science we must match those strides with 
improvements in our delivery of health care. 

F6r people with AIDS, the current discussions over a balanced 
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Let me 
talk for a few minutes about a subject that is very important to 
me -- the future of Medicaid. 

For people with AIDS, Medicaid is a lifeline of support. 
Medicaid provides health care for nearly half of the 200,000 
Americans who are )..iving with AIDS including 90 percent o_f the 
children. It provides access to doctors, hospitals, prescription 
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live 
their lives more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that keep 
HIV under control for lqnger and longer periods of time and it 
pays for the drugs that prevent the infections that often end the 
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows 
families to stay together. 

Yet today, Medicaid is under attack by the Republican leaders in 
Congress who want to slash its spending and eliminate the thirty­
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, the 
elderly, and those with disabilities. We cannot, we must not, 
and I will not allow us to destroy this vital lifeline. 

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That's why we created the Ryan 
White CARE Act to plug the holes in our health care system that 
left many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. Last year, 
more than 360,000 Americans received care under the Ryan White 
Act. 

When I ran for President, I promised to fully fund the CARE Act 
and we have. Funding has increased by 108 percent, more than 
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doubling the number of cities receiving funds and enabling every 
state in the country to receive some level of assistance. 

The CARE Act must be extended for another five years. Both 
houses of Congress have approved legislation to accomplish this 
but final legislation remains stalled. That's why on last 
Friday, World AIDS Day, I sent a letter to the Speaker of the 
House and the Senate Majority Leader, asking them to make every 
effort to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I 
can sign it and we can get on with the work ahead. 

I am also fighting for the funding increases that I have 
requested for the CARE Act as well as housing programs for people 
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at CDC. 

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infections in this 
country. In the 1980s, we made important progress in reducing 
the number of new infections by nearly 50 percent. But for the 
last five years, the estimated number of infections has hovered 
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as many as 
half of those infections occur among people under the age of 25 
and half are among teenagers. Any new infection is an 
unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing 
the number of new infections in the United States by half in the 
next five years and to zero within the next decade. 

Until we have a cure and a vaccine, education and prevention are 
our best hope. For prevention to work it must be targeted and it 
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in 
the 1980s, when activists overcame the inertia of their 
government to protect their lives. 

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at 
the center of this epidemic -- young people and those who abuse 
drugs. I was pleased to see the new public service announcements 
released last week by Secretary Shalala. They point young people 
toward the tools they need to protect themselves. 

We also need to recognize that substance abuse treatment is a 
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure that those who are 
receiving drug treatment also receive AIDS prevention services· at 
the same time. We have increased the number of drug treatment 
slots available in this country and I am working to convince the 
Congress to approve our requests for money to bring that number 
even higher. 

I have also asked the CDC to convene a meeting of state and local 
health officials and their counterparts on substance abuse to 
develop an action plan to assure the integration of HIV 
prevention and substance abuse prevention. 
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We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding -- as the 
Republicans in Congress have proposed -- because the epidemic 
cannot be frozen. It will just grow and grow and grow. 

We also cannot forget the basic human rights of people living 
with HIV and AIDS. The stories of AIDS related discrimination 
break the· hearts of all Americans of conscience. 

Five years ago, our nation took .a huge step forward toward a more 
just society when we enacted the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
It offers more than 40 million Americans who are living with 
physical or mental disabilities -- including those who are living 
with HIV and AIDS -- protection against discrimination. 

The Justice Department, the Equal Employment Opportunities 
Commission, and the Department of Health and Human Services have 
been vigorously enforcing the A.D.A. And we are about to launch 
a new effort to ensure that health care facilities -- nursing 
homes in particular are providing equal access to people with 
HIV or AIDS. 

Still, all of us can do more. We can start by cleaning our own 
house. I am asking Patsy Fleming to conduct an immediate 60-day 
review of all government programs that require HIV testing as a 
condition of participation in government service and government 
programs. Those that do not have a strong public health 
rational, must be amended or ~hey must be ended. 

We must continue to examine our societal attitudes toward racial 
and ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, and others for whom 
fear of AIDS becomes a convenient excuse for discrimination. We 
cannot let our fear outweigh our common sense or our compassion. 
If we do, all of us will lose. 

As I have said before, the thing we have to remember is that 
people with AIDS and those who are living with HIV are part of 
our American family. Whether they are gay or straight, black, 
white, Native American, Latino or Asian American, they· are our 
sons and daughters; our brothers and sisters; our aunts and 
uncles; our mothers and fathers; our grandmothers and 
grandfathers. They are Americans one and all. They need our 
compassion. They deserve our respect. 

Finally, let me say that the fight against AIDS is international 
in scope. HIV knows no geographic boundaries. It is found on 
·every continent and virtually every country. The World Health 
Organization estimates that more than 18 million men, women, and 
children are living with HIV around the world. The United States 
is and will remain a full partner in the international effort to 
fight the pandemic. 
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As a world leader, we have a moral and a national responsibility 
to help developing nations with prevention programs, medical 
care, and other vital services. We also have much to learn from 
them. And when we do find the cure and the vaccine that we seek, 
it will not only be a victory for America, it will be a victory 
for the world. 

When this country was in the throes of another sickness that 
threatened to tear us apart -- the sickness of slavery -­
Frederick Douglas, the great American abolitionist,wrote: 

but fire. It is not 
We need the storm, the 

The feeling of the 
conscience of the nation 
of the nation must be 

"It is not light that is needed, 
the gentle shower, but thunder. 
whirlwind, and the earthquake. 
nation must be quickened. The 
must be roused. The propriety 
startled." 

Each of you have been the thunder and the lightening. Each of you 
is helping to awaken the conscience of our nation. Our challenge 
is to draw more of our citizens into our circle of hope. 
Together, I am certain, we can change our future for the better. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 
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Suggestions on the Draft Presidential Speech 
on AIDS 
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With informational copies for: 
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Phone: 202/395-4926 
Fax: · 2021395-3910 
Room: #7026 

We have reviewed the attached draft of the President's speech for the White House Conference 
on AIDS, comparing the figures in it with those available to us in journal articles and CDC 
surveillance materials. We have made several edits in the speech to improve its accuracy. We 
consulted with HFB staff on the Medicaid references in the speech. 

On page 5, the speech commits the President to the goal ofreducing new HIV infection~ to zero 
within a d~cade. While this goal addresses the right problem, meeting it is probably impos·sible, 
and advancing it would require subs~tial improvements in HIV data and prevention progr~s. · 
We suggest a more feasible goal·would be to reduce new HIV infections in each successive year 
until the number of new infections is zero. This would focus government programs on the right 
problem, motivate them, and could feasibly be met. 

On page 6, the speech says "We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding ... " -- we note the 
RMO recommendation for FY 1997 currently straightlines prevention funding from the Likely 
FY 1996 Level. 

Attachment 
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di.-aft 12/1/95 
RF.~~~s BY PRES~DENT WILLIAM. JEFFERSON CLXnTON 

THE lfHXTE HOUSE CON~~RENCB ON ffIV A»D AYDS 
'!'BB WHITE HOUSE 

DECEMBER e, 1t9!1 

LAcJCnowledgements: "P"l.~y Fleming, Secretary Shalaln [other 
Cn}:)inet mc111bors7], Scott Hitt, distin9uishod guesti:i._] 

Let me first welcome each of' you to th ts h I star le WlalL~ House 
Conference on llIV and AIDO. You arc the frontline faces anct 
voicesi of our national r.ommitment to uurn.iuer the devastZlting 
disease known as AIDS. I wolc~me you and I thank you, not only 
tor your partir.ipation herH tuuay but for the ~ork you·do every 
day to improve the lives of the poople of our nation and around 
the world. 

.. 

T.'d altw like to thank Dr. llitt and the memboro of the 
President's AClvisory <.:ouncil on HIV and ATns for Llatilr work on 
Lhis critical issue and for suggesting that we convene thi& 
meeting'. · · .· w1:· ·. 
And l vant to l!\xpreRs my apprticl"'Llon to the two extraordinary · . _k.'- l·' 

AJnericana who have juGt chared the &toriei; of th~ir l.ives with · .. J(i.J..'1 '.J 
a11 o::r \1R. Tt is U1ti passion, the commitment, and, yes, the ~p ! 
anger of people like Sean saa~er and Eileen Mitzm~n thRt remind ' 
llS.l'lll of' the t:Xtraordinary courage it to.kes to hold on to hope 
ns we continue to evan the odds in this ~t.ruggle. 

Each goneration of American,; hRs faced an lmpo1·tant challenge 
that has, in mnny woya, dcfinad their timo horo on earth. For my 
parents' ganP.r11tton, Hur-ill Wai" Two Wfi&I that defininq moment, . ··-···-, h~-_,.. 
unifying a nation against a common toe. For my nwt1 yl'meration, ; 
thP. qiu.il i: iyhbEFJltOvement provided the focus and the drive ot our I 
livco. But. tor thQ · 9ener:ation of 111y 11wl1 t:ld ld and all of those j 
in ht:.t' aQe qi.·oup, the epidemic of H~V and AIDS may well ba that , 
dct'ining challonge. ~· · 

My dauglltor anc.'l her f-riemt~ tffH ya·i.1wing up in t~e e;hadow of 
!:!umething we could never htive imagined. 'l'hey are coming of age 
in~orl.c'.l in _which AID.5 J~ " VP-l'Y' sobering reality. 

'.l'hat reality has al.n-!1-11ly changed the live$ of e.11 of us in thic 
room. It has t<iken from uc too ~any frlands and too many ·lov~~· 
ones muc.h I.on fioon •. It has ehaken our faith in tho- future. But 
it. hns nlso brought us togethQr and inspired a c.minmuni ty spirit 
that. Hl.nmgthens our values QS Q n.:ition. 

Tt is our collective responoibility to r_isg to this challenge an<1 
oham;e the future tor our Ulll."HP.lves, for our children, ond for 
their children. We oan do this. In fact, ve mttP.t. tin this. 
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I want to.Gharc with you the story of ju~t one ot the people who 
1 ~ 11 H·n~ today. Just one of the hum on filce3 '1nd human· voiocc of 
AIDS. 

It' G tho story of a young man wllo grew up in a t~yph~l ~met:ican 
suburb as part of n typic~l American family. He attGndAd co11a9a 
and becamQ politically active. Hb r.iuiclc m1nd and active spirit 
marked him o.a a "comer," and after graduatinq ho joined the 
corporation- "£or Nationttl ~Hrvh~e to help start Americorps. It 
wns while he wac working for Amaricorp~ that ha found out he w~~ 
HIV-1ms1 l. i vH. He was 23 years old. 

Demetri Mo5hoyannie took thot ncwG ac."a challenge. A challem:Jo 
~o use his communjm1tton skills, bltt u1:qanizational skill&, and 
his leadership Gkillc to .educate ·and s:upport his. peers and heilp 
'them P.~r.11pe the fale \.hat hacl been visited upon hiin. 

Tt.'i:; thal combination of heartbreak and hope that makco thio 
·epidemic so uniquo. And it is what. ch;illP.ngP.s ell or .ut5 Lu 
charmel ouJ.- ~nergy and our ~o.lent .into the fight to make AIDS a· 
thing ot t.he .past. · · 

Ton: days ago 1 t'hl!I C~nt.P..rs for DlseHl:ie Cuult"C•l and P:i:avention 
reported thnt our nation hac reached another gad milestona in th~ 
AIDS llllpidP.mic. Half 11 million American5 have now been dioqnosed 
with AIDS and. more than JOO, ooo men, woTI1en, and chil"rP.n h1'1VP. 
~lready dleu or AIDS. \uO 
Ati we meet, on this day, 120 more:Amcrioanc wi11 lose t.heir liv9s 
to AIDS, another ' p~oplP.! w:111 be diagno~ed with the disease 
and nearly 140 peop e in thic country will, become infoctad with 
HIV. And that will happP.n ~gajn lumu:n:ow and the day after that 
and the.day after thot. It ~ill continue to happon until we 

. siucceed in our errnrts to c.lefe11L this epidemic. 

'!'hat 1s why this meet.lny is so i1nportarit. It ie on opportunity 
for \13 to refocus and roonorqize .our nRtlonnl r.nmmil.mE!nt to 
e.nrling thlH epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops ror the 
fight ahead and arm them with 1:.h~ wH1tp1">ns they need to win this 
b~LLle. You ~nd I hove aorne important work to do~ · 

We have a cqmmon goal -- a oure tor all thosae who are livinCJ w.1 l.h 
HIV and a vcu:r:ine to pi.-otect all of us from thio deadly virus. 
Let'~ be very clear on th Rt. A cure and a vaccine. ., rH 1nll" number 
one prl<.lrll.y. 

In my 1:1wn 1 ifetime,. we have eliminated cmallpox ·froJ11 our planet. 
We have eliminated polio :Crom our hemi~ph~r·H. And we .ai:e within 
i:cLdking distance of contr~lling meaolcc. We must -- we musat -­
find a way to rid our planet of thl':l Uir·Hn1~ nr. HIV. 
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l am i.>roud. ot thei wm·'k w~ haves done in theise last three yc~ra ta 
infuse new resource&, new ·focus, and ne.w la.,dP.rship lnlu· our AIDS. 
rt?~~l"l.r·.-:11 es~rt. ffe have increo.sed funding for AIDS ros::o.aroh by 
more tha_n_ percent. we hevA dramatict1lly st:t:engthened the · 
Office of D Rese~roh and wa have focused our worX on basic . 
science and appUP.ct resee1rch tio that we can c~ncurrently unlock 
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatJl\ent opport.unjtiP.s that 
ext~nd and improve lht! quality of the lives of people livinq with 
HIV. . 

This invci;;tmcnt in sciencG ha& already paid trP.mendous divlciends. 
Today, peoplt:t with.HIV live twice as long as they did just ten 
yoarc aqo. · AIDS-rolated condi'tions t:llat. often mt!anl es. quick ~nd. 
many . Limes painful death for people living with HIV can. now bo · 
treated anct even pr~vent~~. · 

And we· hl\V~ re.l'IROn to bt:tllt!Ve .that there ·will more proqr030 in 
the near future. New olaGSB6 ot AIDS drugs are bP.~ng approved: 
for \lRP. hy. the FDA that will help to ·reat·orc the damaged. immuno 
ayetcmG of people with HIV. Combin<"t.1nn drug therapies are 
showlny y;r:eat promise as a me'1n3 for controlling' .~ho virug in th'? 
human body. · ' · 

And jus;t last year :WP. were able.to show that the use of druq 
therapy could actually .block HlV t.rans;misslon from mnt.her to. 
chil(l. our •mi entis\.t:& tell rne that it is within· our gracp. to 
virtu;:illy eliminate pediatric ~'IDS by t.ht:' f.!ml or this decade. 
This is neithez: sc:ience fiction nor a distant droa'rn. .lt can bo 
occompliehed by offer'ing all pr1;1qmmt women HIV couniselinq .nnd. 
test.inv ancl 9uaranteeinq that they have access to the t:reatment 
they noQd. to protect t.l1!.'!h· unborn children. If we do thic, we 
can have a qenerntion of 1\Jnoricanc :born without HIV. 'WP. nan do 
thisi -- and. we. w·i 11. 

These advam:~~ have resulted in longer and fuller lives rcr 
· people living with HIV, ·but area they enou!Jh? 1\\lRolutely notl We 

must do rn1.n·P.. 

l am tc.k.lng three steps todny that·I believe will move us forward 
at a foster pace. 

First, I am as){in9 the Viet' P.n~t·d1llllnt.to convene o. meetinq of 
scientists nnd lcadcro of the pharmaceutical in~ui:;try !-o ltl~ntiry 
ways to ac·celerab~ t.hP- clevelopment of voccinea, ·therapeutics::, and 
microbicidcc that can protect· people.· f:rnm HI:V, aud the infections· 
it caU!'!lf:'!:-::. There are no c:junr~ntcc::; in ~cienca, .bUt the 
oollcotive will of qovernme.nt nnd industry can overcome" even the 
bl9gast ob5tacles. · 

!;econd, I am naldng ratoyf Fleming to convene an tnt-.P.rdepartm~nlal 
tagk force working gcuu~ to develop a coordinnted plan for AI:DS 

) 
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research, including a coordinat9d research budget. I will l:'!xped:. 
th~lr u~pCJrt within 90 days. 

"T'hh.·d, I want to ma~e clear my pcroonal oommitmant to make ovary 
roasible Gffort to !ind a .<.~ure c.nc1 ·"n P.f rectiva vaccine or 
vaccines. To that end, I am intensifyin9 my relationship wlt.h 
the Otf'ice of NaUcmal. AIDS Policy.· We can't afford to mice any 
new opportunities. We can't afford any unnecessary del~yu. 
Thnt's why X 11.m aekin9 l'ntsy Flc:min~ to provide me ovon moro 
regular updates on.the amerging oppurtunities and obstacles in 
this etru99le. No ~rccidcnt can promi~o success in ~uch an 
ettort but I nP-er1 to knuw what needs to be dons to move this 
alonq. 

Of cour::;c our work does not end in the labor1'tni-t es of· our great 
research 'institutions. It contimiee in the clinioi:: and the 
hospitalc and the <lootorQ' offices arounr1 the. country where 
people wit.h HIV and AIDS. go for the co.re they need to survive, to' 
Jliaintain their health, and.to prP.RRrve their dlynit.y~ When we 
make advances in science wemust 111atohthosa stridos with 
.improvements in ·our ~P. 11 very of h~11lU1 care. 

!'"or p~op 1 P. wt th AIDS, Lhe cun·ent die;cuss iones over n btl l;inocd 
federo.l budget are not comca distant political f.1:rP.fjght. L~L me 
t~lk for ~- rew minutes about a subiect thot ia very important to 
me .:.:._ t~e future ·or Medicaid. · · 

For people with AUJS, Me<.1~ r.it t d .is .a li!~line of support. 
- --', \ a U" l 0. 0 rv" Medicaid provides health care tor nearly half ot the '2llQ,aeo - l 

runoricans wbo ·a.re Uv:lng wlth AIDS including 90 percent of the 
children. It providcc accesa to doctors, hospit:.etlM, pn~scriptian 
drugs, an(1 home car~ that allow5 people with HIV and AIDS to live 
their livcc more tully. Medicaid petyH rc,t· the druqs that keep 
1-rrv under conti·ol for longer and longer periods of timQ and it 
payc t:or thQ ·drugs that pnw~nl. l.h~ infection·s that often end tho 
liv~a of those with AIDa. Hedioaid pays for thQ_ care that allows 
families to !iiltay tog~t.hRr. 

"tat tod.ay, Medi<.~ahl is uncler attack by the Republioan leaders in 
Congrel!5s who wn.nt to clach its spondin9 and elimln~l:t=! t:hP. thi.rty­
ylilar cotnmon 1Jr.01mrl cammi t.ment we hnve mndc to the· poor, the 
elderly, n.ndthoGc with disabilities. We_cnnnc:>t., we.must not, 
and. I will .llCJt allo\lt us .to destroy thio vital lifeline. 

)'-z:::-:~=-· "71:au,;;";::~;;_,~~~~l:;::~'5::::;r-· h ~\ \j e.. 
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doubling the number of cit lr~t( T1;-!1;e1v1ncJ rumh.; ;ind enablinq every 
st~te in the country to rooaiva some level or aagistance. 

Tho Cl\.RE Aot must be extendoct ror another five y~ars. Both· 
hull~l:!t' or C:ongress have approved legislation to .:lccompliah thiG 
but final logis:lat_ion remains stall~d. Th"t.'R why on last 
Fri day, Wo1·ld AlDS Day, l aent a _letter to the Speaker of the 
Houso and 'Che senate Majority J.P.Ac1er, asking them to make evei.·y 
effort to get me a f in~l bill by the end of this month ~o that r 
can sign it and we CAn get on with the wut·k ahead. 

l am also t1 ghti ng !or Un~ umlin9· inorea1Ses that I have 
requcGtcd for the CARE ~ct-as: Woll as housin~ pr~grRmR ~or people 
with.AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at coc. -
I Qm concerned by the cohtinucd rate of new infection~ in this 
country. In thP. 19ROs, we m~ulti lmportant proqi.·ess in reduoinq 
the number of nc~ infections by naarly ~u perc~nt. But for the 
lAi;t: f'ive yean;, the estimated number of infections h03 hovered. . ; I. . 
between 40,000,and 60,000 per year. w~ also )mnw that .ae llHlb)' ltS o,..;e_ Cul)(A( -r·c.._ { 

4n!tt uf those infection:s. occur ·nmonq people u':'dcr .·the aqe o:f ·3'6- ..l.1,. -v ' 
...._na ~alf al:'-&-e'l'llOft9-t'e"\m'a~e-1!'&. ~ny new :l nf'ection .us 1m · · 
unnecessary infection. I. om setting a ·goal 1 today, of reducinq .£:; ~ )::A.-:( 
the numbgr of new infec.tions in t:he Un~ ted St.lites !n-fl~e ..fp >-.trR.i 

n~rlve years and to ~~1'.'o-with-in-:-thC?next=decad"- V,d/ r £,,t. 1/;,,r~L' /•:.r:.c 
. . /J/',;. /JV A,;;, .J./.,,.·F ,!' (.• J. i.",,,r/~·5, 

Until we have n cure ond a vaccine, education and prevention are 
our b~st nop~. Yor prevtmLiuu Lu work it muist be tn:x.-qeted Qnd it 
must be sust;:iincd. We saw that at work in the. gay ci.1rnmunity in 
t'.ht;! 1-<JROs, when activists overcame the inertia of their 
govcrnmcn~ to protoct their 1lve~ .. 

we must pay particular atl·.H11U m1 to two populations who ore nt 
the center of this epidemic -- young people and thosa who abuse 
<lru91:. l: was pll!lai:&P.<1 Lu i;;ee the new public !lervice nnnounocmcnto 
released last week by Scoro'tary Shalala. Thay point ycting pe.oplP­
towarct the t.r.mJ ~ they need to protect themael VC3. 

w~ ahm t11'!ed to recognize that eub9tnnco abucc treatment is a 
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure. th1tl. Ut08e who are .:::;; ,.-
receiving drug treatment nloo receive J\lDS pr9vcmtion services at 
the same t.ime. We have lm:1·Ht.8ed thefi · . 
slote a'lailabl-e] in thic country and I am working to convj nr.P. t:he .f $?'1.:'·•,ulL 
<.:onc;re~s to appruvf:! u111 rt'!quessts for money to bring thot._ number 1?£.fe::>.v~cES 
even higher• /7.c.i:J.JCl"I /".f!,:J i.> 

I have alco acked the CDC to convene a '.11\l'?.P.f°Jng of' stat.a au<l local ,:J,-<vt!f{ /;!E>11-rl,f/t- 7' 
health o·rrl1.d.t1l8 and their counterparts on aubotanoc abuse to 
develop an sction plan to· assure the 1ntegratiun of HIV 
prevr.~11l..i 1111 and subs·tance abuse prevention. 

5 
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· we canrwt ."lfford to freeze prevention funding -- ns the 
~cpublicans in con~Gs:s have proposed -- bP.r.~n~P. t.hP.. eptdP.mtc 

··;snnot be. frozen. t will ')11at grew aqd grow and grow ~ · 

we also cannot forget the baaic human rights of p9oplo livin9 
vit:h HIV ~T1<'J ATOS. The st:.urit!t> of AIDS related disc:riminat.ion 
breo.1c the hcartc of all Americans:· or conscience. 

Five years ago, our nation took a·hu~~ st~~ foTwArd toward a more 
ju~t society when we enacted the Alllerico.na with Diaabilities Aot. 
It· offers more· th_an 40 lnillion Ame.rlmmR who are llvlny .with 
pbysi.oal o>: mental dhllbilit.ies -- inoluding those who are livin9 
with HIV and AlUS -- prote.r.t.:lon HgaJ.nst dl1>c:r:ituination. · 

'.l'he Ju~t:icEl OR[lHTt.ment, the F.qual Employment Opportunities 
Commission, and the Department ot Health and Human services have . 
be.en vigorously tmfoi:clnc;, the .A.D.A. And we are about to lo.unch 
a new effort to ensure that health care facllit.j.F.!R -- nursing 
t1omes in particulai· •- are providinq equal acccoo to people with 
HIV or AIDS. . 

Still, a11 O! US C".,<tn ~a more. ff~ Cf:lll Start by cleaning our own 
houee, . I am aoldri9 Pa-esy ~·laming to conduct an immeidie1.te. 60-cl>t~ 
rP.V1P.w of' all "overnment pt"o9rams tha.t require HIV testing- ao a 
oondl~ion of participation in goveornml:'nt: 1-uffv.ice an4 qoverrunent 
proqran1s. Those thllt do not ho.ve " atrong publio heal th 
rational, 1t1ust bei amendt:!d nr l.hf!y must be ended. 

we must cont.inul'-t 1.c> P..XRmlnC? our societlll attitudes toward racial 
and ethnic minoriticG, gayc and lesbians, and others for whom 
fear of AIDS h~r:mnes a con"lfenient excuse for discrimination. We. 
cannot let our fear outweigh our common szense or our comp<H•H.l 1111. 
If we do, ~11 of us will lose. 

AH T have said before, the thing wo have to remember is that 
people with A.1.US an<i those who are llvl111J w.H:h HIV are .. part of 
our American fa1t1ily. Whether they are gay or straight, black, 
white, Na~ive J;tt1erican, L"t:.:inn ur- Asian American, they are our 
son:! nnd daughtcrGf our.brothers and aisaters; our aunts an<'J 
unclQ~; our mother!:' 1:trnl fathers: our grandmothers o.nd 
gr\lndfathers. They arQ All\Qricana one·and all~ 'J"hey need our 
cornpa!c"sic.111. They deserve .our re:Jpect. 

Flni1lly, let me say that the fight againot AIDS ii; intGrnational 
in scop9. H:LV Jcno'"1S no IJP.OCJrRph ic bountl11r ies. It is found on 
~very continent nnd· virtunlly ·cvary, country. 'l'he world Hr?alt'h 
or7anization est.1mRtes that more than 18 million men, women, ond 
children ore livinq with HIV.around the world. ThP. tlnited stat~~ 
is and will rema.ln 11 full pai:-tner in·the international effort to 
fight the pandemic. · · 

6 
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As \l wor1d leader, WQ nave a mora·l and a national r~Kimru-> I h'i l I Ly 
to help developing nntione with prevention programs, medical 
care, and other vital service~. WH ~lB~ have much to learn from 
them. And when we do find the curo and the vaccine that we seek, 
it will not only b~ K vt~tary for Aluerica, it will be o victory 
for tho world. 

When this country wasi in th~ throes or Rnnthar si.ckm:Hil::i Llatit. 
tllcf:!ttl:ened to tear us apart -- tho :Jickncco of elavery -­
Frederick Douglas, the gre~t. J\mP.r:i can al>ulit.ionist, wrote; 

•it: 1,,;: not l:lght. tl1l1L lti J1eeded, but fire. It is not· 
the gcntlo cliower, but thuncter. . we 1iPeti the- ~torm, t:hP. 
wh.l.rlwlr~cJ, and the earthquttke. _The feeling of the · 
nation must be quickened. Th~ cont;r.1enr.e or U1e naLlw1 
must be roused. The propriety of the nation rnust be 
startlG1d." 

Eactl ot you hav~ be~n t.hP._ t.hunder. c:snd Lht:! li9htening. Each of you 
is helpin9 to awaken the con:Jcicnoc of our nation. our challenqe 
is to draw mor~ ot our. cJ t: hens in Lu our circle of hope. 
Together; I am certain, we oan ohanga our :futuro for the better. 

Thank you nnd God blccc you all. 

7 
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We have reviewed the attached draft of the President's speech for the White House Conference 
on AIDS, comparing the figures in it with those available to us in journal articles and CDC 
surveillance materials. We have made several edits in the speech to improve its accuracy. We 
consulted with HFB staff on the Medicaid references in the speech. 

On page 5, the speech commits the President to the goal of reducing new HIV infections to zero 
within a decade. While this goal addresses the right problem, meeting it is probably impossible, 
and advancing it would require subsµmtial improvements in HIV data and prevention programs.· 
We suggest a more feasible goal would be to reduce new HIV infections in each successive year 
until the number of new infections· is zero. This would focus government programs on the right 
problem, motivate them, and could feasibly be met. · 

On page 6, the speech says "We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding ... " -- we note the 
RMO re.commendation for FY 1997 currently straightlines prevention funding from the Likely 
FY 1996 Level. 
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draft 12/1/95 
RF.KJ:.R~S BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CL%nTON 

THE WHXTE HOUSE CONrERENCE ON HIV AND ~XDS 
THB WBl!l'E JIOUSB 

DECEMBER Ill, 19!1!l 

[AcJCnowledgements: :Pr1t.sy Fleming, Sec:i:etary SholQln (other 
Co.binet mct11boro7], Scott Hi'tt, distinguished guests.] 

17:24 No.001 P.02 

Let 111a first welcome each or you to thts historic Whil~ House 
Conference on llIV end AIDD. You arc tha frontline faces and 
voiceSJ. of our national r.ommltment tu c.:um..i.uer the devastating 
disease known ns AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only 
tor your partlr.:tpation here tuda.y but for the work you.·do every 
day to improve the lives of the pgople of our nation and around 
the world. 

T.' d. ;sltto like to thank Dr. Iii tt and the memboro of .the 
President 1.s Actvisory council t:)n HIV and 1\Tns foe Lh~ir work on 
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this 
l\\eeting. · . · . · wit 
And l llant t:o '.'>CpTRRs my appreclatlon to the two extraordinary . _u.' .. , 
Americana who have juGt shared the storh& of th~ir l.ives with .Jo=,\.'"! .l.J 
a11 or mi. Tt is Lh~ passion, the commitmen~, and, yes, the ~p · ! 
anger of pc~plc like Sean Sas~er ~nd Eileen Mitzrn~~ thRt remind ' 
us l'IJl of' the extraordinary courage it tnkes to hold on to hope 
o.s we continue to ev9n the odds in this F:t.r11ggle. 

Each ggneration ot American,; has faced an llnpot·tant challenge 
that has, in many woyo, defined ~heir tim9 horo on earth. For my 
parent:s' tJF.!nP.r11tton, Hurld Wat Two W1i& that defininq moment, ....... ---., h~"" 
unifying a nation against .a common !oe. For my nwri yl'meration, .' 
thP. qiYil d~httFJtrovement provided the .focus on<:I the drivo ot our! 
!ivco. Bue tor thQ c;eneratic:n of rny m.111 t:ld ld and all of those j 
1 n her aqe q:i:.-oup, the epidemic of HIV and /\IDS may well l::>a that. . 
datining challcmge. · · ~· · 

My daughtor and. her :friem.l~ 1:1:n~ yl'owing up in the 5hadow of 
~umething we could never have imilgincd. 'l'hey are coming of age 
in·~orld in which Ai.D.'5 JH " ve.l·y sobering reality. 

'.1'hat reality has a ln·!11tly ·changed the lives of o.11 of ue in thic 
room. It has t<:1ken from u~ too 111any fr1andg and too many ·lov~d· 
ongs mud1 t.11r1 ,;oon •. It has shaken our faith in tho future. But 
it ho.a nlso brou9ht us togethQr. and inspired a c.minmunity· spirit 
that. Hl.n-!ngthe11s our' volues QS 0. n'1tion. 

Tt is our collective responaibility to rise to this challen9e. ~n~ 
ohan9e tho ru~ure tor our uut·Ht'!lves, for our children, and for 
their children. We oan do this. In fact, v~ rnmi.t. '1n th:is_ 
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I wDnt to.Gharc with you the story of juG~ one o~ the people who 
11" lu-n·H today. Just one of the hunmn fnce3 o.ncl human· voioco of 
AIDS. 

It' G tho story of a young man who. grew. up ln a typ.i r:ts 1 ~me1: i can 
suburb as part of o typicol American family.· He attendBd co11Qqa 
and becamQ politically active. Hlt-i" r.iuiclc mind and active spirit 
marked hirn o.a a. "corner," and after qraduatinq ho joined the 
corporation- ~or Nationttl :-:\Hrvh:f! to .help start Americorps. It 
wa.e while ho wac workinq for Amaricorp~ that he found out he w~~ 
HIV-pusJl.ivH. He was 23 years old. 

Demetri Moshoyannie took thot ncwG ao.a challenge, A challom;ro 
~o use his comrnunjc:Rt1on skills, hltt u1:qaniz:ational skills, and 
hie leadership Gkillc to educate and ~upport his.peers and help 
t:hem P.~r.Rpe the fale lhat had been visited upon hi!ll. 

Tt',,; thal combination of heartbreak ·and hope that makoo thio 
epidemic so uniquo. And it ls ~hat. ch;il"lP.ngP.s ell or Ut:5 Lu 
channel ou:i;- ~nergy and our .~o.lent .into the fight to make AIDS a· 
thing ot the past. · 

Ton days ago, th!!' c~ntP.rs for DlselltH~ Cuulr:ol and Prevention 
~eported thnt our nation hac reached &nothor aad mileston~ in 1:h9 
ArDS f;'pidP.m1 c. Half 11 million Americam; hnve now been diagnosed 
with AIDS and more than JOO,OOO men, women, and chU,,rP.n h1'VP. 
already died or AIDS. \uO 
As we meet, on this day, 120 more:Amcrioano v111 lose their lives 
to AIDS, another ' peopl~ wj11 be diagno~ed with the disease 
and nearly 140 peop e in thio country will become infoctad with 
HIV. And tha1: will happP.n· ag" Jn Luniu:n:ow ancl the day aftei.· that 
and the day after that, It ~ill continue to happon until we 
siucceed in our efforts to tle!ea.L th.is epidemic. 

'l.'ha't is why this meet.lng is so il\1pol.-tarit. It ii! on opportunity 
for U3 to refocus and reanorqize our m1.t lonnl r.nmm i l.m~nt to 
e.nr'ling thl1:1 epidemic. lt i8 a time to rally our troope: ror the 
tight ahead anc:\ arm them wit:.h t.hf:\ w~l'llpons they need to win this 
b~LLle. You and I have eome important work to do~ 

We have a conunon goal -- a oure for all thoge who are living w.i l.h 
H:IV and a vet1:1:lne. to pL-otect all of us from thio deadly virus, 
Let's be very clear on thRt. A cure and a vaccine. C'lrt~ 1111T" number 
one prli.lrll.)'. 

In my nwn lifetime, we have eliminated canallpox frorn our planet. 
We hilVC eliminated polio !rom our heml:-:;phHr"H. And we al.""e within 
~1.rlking distance of contr~lling mcaolce:. We roust -- wo mugt -­
find a way to rid our planet of thr.t Uu·H,..t. nr. HIV. 

2 
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1 am vroud ot thei wur-'k Ill~ hav& done in these la.et tti:rea ycnra to 
infuse new resource&, new ·focus, anCl ne.w le.~<'lership lnlu our AIDS 
r•n::(l:!~rdl ~rt. ffe have increased funding for AIDS rQr:oarch l:>y 
more tha_n_ percent. We hove dramatically stt·engthened the 
Office of D Reeenroh and we have focu~od our wor~ on basie 
science and applh!d resectrch tW that we can concurrently unlock 
the my!'terie3 of HIV while we purfiJue treatment opport.unH·.1 P.s that 
ext~nd and 1111[1rove lht:! quality of the lives of people livinq with 

·111v. 

This invcotmcnt in scienco ha& alreaay paid trP.mendous dividends. 
TodHy, peoplt:t wlthHIV live twice as long os they did juat ten 
yoara ago. · AIDS-rolated cond1't1ons t.hat often mtianL ~ quick and 
many.Limes painful death fo~ people living with· HIV can now be 
treated anct even pr~vent~~. 

And we· l'lave·re.C'IAon to bttlltive that there will more-progro.3~ in 
the near future. New olasses ot' .A.IDS drugs are. hP.:\ng Bpproved. 
for \lRP.. ·hy tl1e FDA that will help to ·res.tore the damaged immuno 
eyetemo of people with HIV. Comb1ni'lt.1on drug th~rapies are 
showiny y1:eat promise as a menn3 for controlling· .tno virus in th~ 
human body. · 

And ju~t last year wP. were able to show that the uae of drug 
therapy could actually block HJ.V transamission from lllnt.hP.r to 
chilO. our ~r.ientisLY tell me that it is within our gracp to 
virtually eliminate pediatric: A'IDS by thF.\ f.!ml of this decade. 
This is neithtu· science fiction nor o distant dream. J.t can be 
accomplie:hed by offering all prF.\gmrnl: women .HIV counisali.nq .and 
test.imJ and 9uaranteeinq tho.t they have access to the t:reatment 
they noQd to pro:tect t.l1P.h· unborn children. If we do thic, we 
can have e. qenerotion of Amoricans born without HIV. WP. r:;rn do 
this -- and·w~ ~~11. 

These advam.:I:!~ hBve resulted in longer ond fuller livgs rcr 
· people living with HIV, but aria they enou1Jh? ·1\.\.lFiolutely notl We 

must do rnr.1r:P. •. 

I am tC\'k.lng three· steps todny that I believe Will move \lG torwa.rc1 
at a fnater pace. 

First, I am as~ing tile vie~ Pr·~Hj 1h;snt ·to convene n meeting of 
scientists nnd lcadcro of the pharmaceutical in~ui:;try to ltltmti[y 
ways to· accelerat.H LhA clevelopment of vo.ccineo, therapeutics:, and 
:rnicrobicidcc that can protect·people·from HIV. tind the infections 
it cam .. ~~~. There a.re no 9unr~ntcc::; in E:cienca, .but the 
oollcotive will of government .1rnd inilustry can overcome even the 
biygast obstacles. 

Second, I am nsldng Fatoyf Fleming to convene an tnt.P.rdepartmtmlal 
task force wnrking group to develop a coordinnted plan for AIDS 

) 
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reeetirch, including a coordinatgd ros:&arch budget. I will ex[H:~c.~t:. 
thF.tlr r·P-pm:t within 90 days. 

'T'h h:d, I want to rna)te clear my pcrCJonal oommi tmant to mako ovary 
roasibla effort to tind a (.~ure ':'ncl ~n t'!ff£!ctiva vaccine or . 
vaccines. To that end,· I am intansifyin9 my relationship w!t.h 
the Ott'ice of NaUonhl. AIDS Policy.· We can't afford to mice any 
new opportunitie&. We can't afford any unnecessary dul11ys. 
ThAt's why :r am asking J;>ntsy Flcmin9 to provide me avon mor~ 
re9ular updates on. thP. P.mP.rging oppurtunities emd obstacles in 
this etruggle. No Prccidcnt can promico success in ~uch an 
etfort but I need to knuw what needs to be dons to move this 
alonq. 

Of courGo our work does not end in the labor111tnrtes of our great 
research ;institutions. It continues in the c:linioa and the 
hospitalc and thedoctorsi• offic~s E\rounc1 the counlry·w11ere . 
prmple wit.h HIV and AIDS. go for· the co.re they need to survive, to 
JTia int a in their hOa 1th, and t:o prP.RP.rve their dlyui ty ~ When we 
inake advances in science w.e· mu:Jt niatoh· those stridosc with 
improvements in our c1P.11very of 11~altb care. 

l''or p~op1 P. with AIDS, Lhe cun·ent discussion!! over o bnlilnocd 
federnl budqot are not como distant pol1t.1cal r..1rP.fJght. L~l ma 
t~lk for a· rew minutes about a subiect that ia very important to 
rnc -- .t~e. futuro ot Medicaid. 

For paopl9 with "AlU$ 1 Me.d.1r.1ttr1 .is a llf~line of support. 
Medicaid provides health care t'or nearly half ot the .!._An I 00-0. ____ ,..,, \ q o. l 0 0 0 
Amoricans wno are Uving wlth AIDS including 90 percent of Ehe 
children. It providcc access to Cloctors, tiospii:."'l"', prt',!scription 
drugs, an~ home car~ that allow5 people with HIV and AIDS to live 
their livcc more tully. Medicaid p11yH fol' the drugs that keep 
HTV under control for longer nnd longer periods of timG and it 
payc t"or thQ dru9s that pri:w~ril. Un~ infections that often end tho 
liv~a or those with AID~. Medioaid pays for the care that allows 
families to sitay togi;tt.hRr .. 

'tet today, Medicahl ts under attack by the Republican leaders in 
Congress who -wo.nt to clach its spQndin9 and eliminate thP. thi.rty­
yQar corn:mon ')r.om1cJ commitment we hnve mode to the· poor, the 
elderly, o.nd thoGc with disabilities. We_c~nnot, w• must not, 
and I will not_· allo\tt us .to destroy thio vital lifelino. 

Medir.:aitl r:<tnnot do the job nlone. "That'c why wa created the kyan 
White CARE /\ot to plu9 the holes in l1111· 111'!rtl.th core 15ystem thnt 
lf:lfl: mitny people with HIV ond hIDS out in tha cold .. J:.ast Yt;-l!lr, ~1-· 
more 'than :Jb0,000 Amerlca11t:i'":Hc~ived co.re under t e TI.yon White~· 

~-~~ --l M- -~ ~ "'t-r-~:----:f--~~~~~~~- 'rt~\ \J e.. 
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doubling the number of citlr~::« r~r.:~1v.u1rJ r11111li-> ;incl enabling· every 
stnte in the country to rooaive some level of ag~i~tance. 

Tho Cl\RE Aot muet ba extandod for another five yQars. Both· 
hu\.u:U:!K ,,r <:cmgress have approved legislation to o.ccompliGh thii; 
but final legi£lation remains stall~d. Th~t'R why on last 
F1·i day, World AIDS Day, l aent o .letter to the Speaker of the 
Houso and 1:he senat~ Majority T·P.Ader, asking th~m to make every 
effort to get me a f innl bill by the end of this ~onth ~o that r 
can sign it and we CRn get on with the wut·k ·ahead. 

l am also r~ ghtj ng !or U11:~ undin9 inc:i:-eaisets that I have 
requc~tcd for the CARE Act· a~ Woll as housin~ pr~grRmR ~or people 
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention proqroms ot CDC. 

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infection~ in this 
country. In t:hP. 19ROs, we m~ulti lmpoz:tallt progress in reduc:ihq 
the nu:mbe.r of no\'/ infections by nearly !:>U perc9nt. But for the 
}R~t f':i.Ve yean;, the estimated number Of infections h\13 hovered . . ' . 
between 40,000,and 60,000 per year. wo·a1so 1rnnw that.as many f.i.s OtJe.. 1:uV£A<+-~{ 

. ..mrtr' ur those lnfections. occur om~nq people under the age of ·:t6- ~1... .-y . ' 
-ar:ia lulf ar+-emo~-te~~~ Any new :inf'ection 11:1 em · · 
unnecessary infection. I. om aetting a goal, today, of roelucinq £, "" ~,,..;,.z 
the numb9r of new infections ln t:hP. un~ted stastes ~-h~e.f..P ;-,ff~, 
n~ftve years and to=·t1n"o with-in~th~·t=decado/- ,v.;J/ r.£~ l/;,r~£. ,,,,.:·~£ 

. /J/;, p ;:(' ,,.... .£,,.,,,-;--{ , .• )" ;,//.:..·.I, 
Until we have n cure ond a vaooine, education and prevention are 
our b~st: nopF.\. l"or prev~uLiuu Lo woi:k it mue;t be taJ."qeted o.nd it 
must be sustoincd. we saw that at worJt in the.qay r.~r..1111munity in· 
t'.hF.\ 1 CH\Os, whtm activists overcame the inert in of their 
govcrnmcn-e to protoct their lives. 

we :must pay particular att·.H11l.io11 t:o two populations who nre nt 
the center of this epidemic -- youpg people and thosa who abuse 
drug~. ~ was pl~ai,c1-!1l l.u i:oee the new public ~ervice nnnounocmcntc 
released last week by Scorctary Shalala. Thay point yoting peoplf! 
toward the t:.r.m1"" they need to protect the:mael vc:J. 

We al!-!o. ueecl ·to recoqnh;e that aubstanco a'bu~c treatment is a 
form of HIV. prevention. We must ens\.tre u,,..1. U1CJF>f! who are 
receiving drug treatment oloo receive l\lDS provcm-cion services 

~r 
_;I /'f ,;> ?/ ,.t/ I · 

the sam.a time. We have.a i111.:n~r.r-;erJ the§ . 
· slots e.vailabre] in thic oountry and I a:m worJting to convj nc:P. t e 
t.:on9ress to approv~ uur rP-qu~sts for money to bring thot. number 
even higher. 

r$pl:'",.z HL 
,R£s~;.8cES 

/?J:':1:JJCl"I °rF.,:J l.:> 

I have alco ackecl the CDC to convene C\ mr?.P.tJng of stat.a aud local ./~ul{ h!E>f,-,..iJ:'";.;, I 
health o·rrlr.d.;,lfl and their counterparts on aubctanoc abuse to 
develop an action plan to assure the integration or liIV 
prev1~r1l..i 1111 and substance abuse prevent.ion. 
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Five years ago, our nation took ~ hug~ st~p foTwnrd toward a more 
ju~L society when.we enacted the Alnerico.na with Dicabiliti~s Aot. 
It offers more 1;h_an 40 ~lllion Amer~mmR who are llvln'l _with 
physical or mental dhabilities -- inoluding those who are livin9 
with HIV and AlUS -- proter.t::ton RgaJ.nst dli:;cri10.ination. 

'l'he .)Ug.'t.ic~ OR[U•Tt:ment, the Equal Employment Opportunities 
Commiasion, and the Deiartment of HeaLth and Human services have. 
be.en vigorously tmfol.'O n9 the .A.D.A. And we are obout to ·10.unch 
a new effort to ensure that health care facllitJ.~F: -- nursing 
home!:! in particula.1- ~- a.re providinq equo.l o.cccoo to people with 
HIV or AIDS. . 

still, ai·1 o! u~ C'.An do more. w~ can start by cleaning our own 
·houee. I am acldn9 Patsy J:o"leming to conduct an immediC\t.f'.' r.;o-cl,11y 
TP.V.i P.W of all yuvernment pro9J:ams that. require HIV testinq ao a. 
condl ti on of participation in goveirnm~nt-. HHrv.1 ce en~ government 
proqran1s. Those that do not ha.ve a atrong publlo health 
r':'tional, must bei C\m~nde.d nr l.l1ey must be ended. 

We must cont.inue:t 1.o f!XRm~ne oui:- societal attitudes toward racial 
· and ethnic minoritica, gayc and lesbian&, and others for whom 

fear of AIDS l11~r:rnnes a convenient excuse for discrimination. We. 
cannot let our !car outweigh our common gense or our c.~ompi:'IHH.l 11u _ 
If we do, ~Jl or UB will lose. 

AH T have said before, t.he thing wo have to remember is that. 
people with A.1.US and those who are llvii11J w.lth HYV are .. part of 
our American family. Whether they are gay or strai9ht, black, 
wnita, .Na1:1VQ ~merican, Le1t..lrm ur· Asian American, they are our 
son:! ond daughtcrGJ our brothers and siisiters; our aunt.9 anrt 
unclosi; our mother~ ~1111 fathers: our grandmothers o.nd 
grandfathcra. ·They arQ Amerfcana one and all. 'l'hP.y nsed our 
cornpai:.::sl1.111. They deserve our re~pect. 

Flni1lly, let me Gay that the fight o.gaim:t AIDS is int9rnational 
in scopg. H.iv kno•.-1s no IJP.O<Jniph i c boumlar ies. It is found on 

· ~vei:-y continent nnd· vlrtunlly cvary country. 'l'he world Hl?alt'h 
Or<!aniza"tion e.stJmitt:es that mure than 18 million rnen, women, ahd 
children ore livinq with HIV.around the world. ThP. t!n;ted State::> 
is and will remain d full paJ:tner in the international effort to 
fight the pandemic. · 
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As a wor1d ll~adar, WQ have a moral and a national rei-;i:11111i-; I 11·11 I ty. 
ta help developing nations with prevention programs, madica! 
care, and oeher vital servlc~!:'. ~H nlf-:a h<sve much to learn from 
them. And when we do find the cure and t:he vaccine that we seek, 
it: will not only ht! 11 vt.ctory for America, it will be o. victory 
for the world. 

When this country was in th~ throes or Another si.cknt:Hit> Ll111t 
t:l1c~1tt:ened to tear us apart -- the Gicluiccc of e:lavery -­
Frederick Douglas, the gre.~t. ~mP.r:i can llbulitionist, wrote: 

•I'C 1t.: not J.lght. tli~L lli i1aeded, but fire. It i.s not· 
the gentle c11ower, but thunder. we neetJ t'hf;I $torm, t:hP. 
wh.l.rlwlr~cJ, <ind the earthqut1ke. The .feelinq. ot the · 
nation muse .be quickened. ThjJI con,;r.i ence of. Uie naLlu11· 
must be roused. The propriety o! the nation must be 
seartlG1d." 

Eact\ ot you have b~~n t.hP.. t.hunder. i:tntl Lh~ ll9htening. Each of you 
is helpin9 to awaken the con3cionoc of our nation.. our challenge 
is ~o dra"1 1\\0re o:r our r.j t. i zens 1nlu our circle of hope. 
Together, I am certain, we oan ohanga our futuro tor the bet~er . 

. Thank you nnd Cod blccc you all. 
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D For your review 0 ReplyASAP 
--------,---------------___,,....,. ···-

Terry,. 

Dr. Hitt wanted me to be sure that you had these past speeches made by th 
President.· 
Please caH me if you have any questions. 

Steve Tyler 
Asst. to Dr Hitt 
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"Let lT~ Rise to the Challenge" 
Governor Bill Clinton 

l';iltu.~e Theater, May 18, 1992 

T hank you· 1''-'0' 111;;, 

Mi.t11er -- he's Iii·,·•; 
at i1--fortlw111·011d1'!'':. 
for your f n·1·111ll"l1i11. ·1 ·•. 

wlio war(! co-chair.1· 11· .. 

And J wa11t co .1·ay a 1; 11· 

/oJt severul 111n1111z.,-. : 

all tire mhas 1d1< • "·" , 

y~1u know. I h;iv,· •: .•. 
1s f11r th~·,., 1un: n : 

get hl know 1hi.; l'P11•:· 

and C(imp:1s.,i111l :111.: .· 

There an: pt·11pk i1; · · 

have hclp(:d 111<: 1". > :" ' 
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Date: 12/01/95 Time: 08:53 
SJournal of Woman with AIDS Portrays Quiet Victims 

YONKERS, N.Y. (AP) Janice Burns says she and her husband, 
William, were a ''nauseatingly cute'' couple who loved vacations 
and shopping for home furnishings. 

''We love to eat out, go to Broadway shows, and shock people by 
revealing our liberal outlooks that hide under our conservative 
exteriors,'' Mrs. Burns wrote in 1987, when she was a 24-year-old 
university researcher married to a rising star in the financial 
community. 

Then comes the kicker: ''We spend $1,200 each month on 
prescription drugs, and we will never have children .••. We are 
HIV-positive.'' 

Thus begins ''Sarah's Song,'' Mrs. Burns' journal covering the 
years from 1987, when she and her husband were diagnosed with HIV, 
to 1994, when her husband died of AIDS at age 29. 

The Warner Books publication named for the daughter Mrs. Burns 
desperately wanted is a painfully poignant rendering of death 
foretold, of a woman whose world turned into a numbers game: How 
many pills, how many T cells, how many hospitalizations, years, 
months, days, hours until the counting stops? 

''There are still a lot of people who stereotype people with 
AIDS,'' said Mrs. Burns, now 32 with full-blown AIDS. She is 
partially deaf and blind in one eye, takes 40 pills a day and has 
been hospitalized four times since June. 

''There are those who don't want someone like me to have AIDS 
because it means they or someone they love can be at risk,'' she 
said in an interview Wednesday, two days before today's 
commemoration of World AIDS Day. 

More than 501,000 U.S. AIDS cases were diagnosed from 1981 
through October 1995, according to the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. More than 311,000 of those people, or 62 
percent, have died. 

Most interesting to Mrs. Burns is that the number of cases 
attributed to heterosexual transmission increased from 3 percent 
during 1981-87 to 10 percent from 1993 to October 1995. Female 
cases increased from 4,035, or 8 percent of the total between 
1981-87, to almost 18 percent 43,383 from 1993-0ctober 1995. 

''I see more and more women who look like myself in support 
groups,'' said Mrs. Burns, a middle-class Catholic from the New 
York City borough of the Bronx. 

Her neat Yonkers apartment is filled with books, including a 
huge Bible on a stand in the living room, and is dominated by a 
nearly finished wooden Victorian dollhouse. 

She started the dollhouse in 1992, before her husband died, and 
still plans to complete it. ''I'll get to it one day,'' she said, 
the only time she speaks of the future during a 90-minute 
interview. 

Mrs. Burns believes her husband was infected with the virus that 
causes AIDS during a brief homosexual affair when he was 18. She 
married him a few years later and they were diagnosed as 
HIV-positive shortly after their first wedding anniversary, in 
February 1987. 



The couple became activists, founding advocacy groups and 
speaking on television shows and before high school groups, trying 
to tell the world that AIDS can strike anyone. 

Mrs. Burns maintains that even if she had known William Burns 
was HIV-positive, she still would have married him. 

''I had a love, despite AIDS,'' she wrote at the end of her 
book. ''I could live off this love for the rest of my life. I think 
I will.'' 
APNP-12-01-95 0850EST 
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STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS 

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON MONEY LAUNDERING 
DECEMBER 2, 1995 

Today, Treasury Secretary Rubin, representatives of the 
Department of Justice and the Department of State, joined the 
other nations of this hemisphere in signing a historic anti-money 
laundering communique. This accord will make it more difficult 
for international organized crime, including drug traffickers to 
profit from their criminal activities. As I stated in my address 
to the United Nations General Assembly in October, we must send a 
clear and unambiguous message to the cartels that prof it from 
drug trafficking and other serious crimes: your dirty laundry is 
no longer welcome. You will no longer be able to wash the blood 
off prof its from the sale of drugs from terror or from organized 
crimes. I have urged the nations of the world, and especially 
those in this hemisphere, to bring their banks and financial 
systems into conformity with international anti-money laundering 
standards. This communique is an important step in that 
direction. 

The communique affirms the commitment made during the December, 
1994 Summit of Americas Ministerial in Miami, Florida. During 
that conference, with U.S. leadership, a Declaration of 
Principles, including a strategy for combatting the problem of 
organized crime and money laundering, was adopted by the member 
nations. The communique specifically directs the member nations 
to enact laws that make the laundering of proceeds from drugs and 
other serious crimes unlawful. It permits the seizure of 
proceeds and the equitable sharing of those assets by the 
investigating nations. In addition, it allows for cooperative 
methods for reporting suspicious bank transactions, including 
special efforts to prevent and detect financial crimes. 

As I have said many times, America will fight the war on drugs 
and crime on all fronts, both at home and abroad. Today, with 
our neighbors in the region, we are taking an important step by 
targeting the cartels and criminals who, until now, have moved 
vast sums of ill-gotten gains through the international financial 
system with absolute impunity. Finally, the nations of this 
hemisphere are standing as one to say, "No more." 
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E X E C U T I V E 0 F F I C E 0 F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

28-Nov-1995 05:37pm 

TO: James T. Edmonds 

FROM: Marsha Scott 
Off ice of Political Affairs 

SUBJECT: AIDS Remarks 

Three people that could be very helpful on this speech are: 

339 

Michael Itzkowitz - Sen. Kennedy - 224-6572 
David Mixner - FOB - 310-289-1181 
Dr. Scott Hitt ( Chair of WH AIDS Council)-310-278-1668 

310-652-8729 ext 

I know these three very well. They have all spent most of their 
adult lives working on this problem. All three are very 
articulate and extremely knowlegable. Even if you don't use 
anything they say, politically it would be a good thing to do. 



Date: 11/22/95 Time: 13:50 
Growing AIDS Cases Overburden New York City 

NEW YORK (Nov. 22) XINHUA - Rapid growth of AIDS cases is so overburdening 
the New York City administration that it has decided to partially shift th~ 
service work for AIDS patients to community organizations. 

New York city established the Division of AIDS Service in 1987 to provide 
extensive services to people with AIDS, including providing case-workers to 
help obtain government assistance. At present, there are 18,000 people on the 
division's caseload with a diagnosis of AIDS or advanced HIV, with an 
additional 7,000 expected to seek help in the next three years. 

The division has budgeted 28.5 million U.S. dollars this year for the work. 
Although the New York State and the Federal Government have also made 
contributions to it, the city authorities have found it difficult to manage 
the matter alone and announced a plan Tuesday to turn a large scope of 
services to community organizations. 

According to the plan, the division will continue to provide a high level of 
AIDS services, but once a person's condition has stabilized, the case will be 
transferred to a community organization, which will follow up on the client's 
needs. 

However, the plan has aroused criticism from a number of groups. Assemblyman 
Richard Gottfried, chairman of the Health Committee, said the city 
administration was simply turning its back on the city's AIDS cases. 



draft 12/1/95 
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 

THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON HIV AND AIDS 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

DECEMBER 6, 1995 

[Acknowledgements: Patsy Fleming, Secretary Shalala [other 
Cabinet members?], Scott Hitt, distinguished guests.] 

Let me first welcome each of you to this historic White House 
Conference on HIV and AIDS. You are the frontline faces and 
voices of our national commitment to conquer the devastating 
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only 
for your participation here today but for the work you do every 
day to improve the lives of the people of our nation and around 
the world. 

I'd also like to thank Dr. Hitt and the members of the 
President's Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS for their work on 
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this 
meeting. 

And I want to express my appreciation to the two extraordinary 
Americans who have just shared the stories of their lives with 
all of us. It is the passion, the commitment, and, yes, the 
anger of people like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that remind 
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope 
as we continue to even the odds in this struggle. 

Each generation of Americans has faced an important challenge 
that has, in many ways, defined their time here on earth. For my 
parents' generation, World War Two was that defining moment, 
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own generation, 
the civil rights movement provided the focus and the drive of our 
lives. But for the generation of my own child and all of those 
in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well be that 
defining challenge. 

My daughter and her friends are growing up in the shadow of 
something we could never have imagined. They are coming of age 
in world in which AIDS is a very sobering reality. 

That reality has already changed the lives of all of us in this 
room. It has taken from us too many friends and too many loved 
ones much too soon. It has shaken our faith in the future. But 
it has also brought us together and inspired a community spirit 
that strengthens our values as a nation. 

It is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and 
change the future for our ourselves, for our children, and for 
their children. We can do this. In fact, we must do this. 



I want to share with you the story of just one of the people who 
is here today. Just one of the human faces and human voices of 
AIDS. 

It's the story of a young man who grew up in a typical American 
suburb as part of a typical American family. He attended college 
and became politically active. His quick mind and active spirit 
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the 
Corporation for National Service to help start Americorps. It 
was while he was working for Americorps that he found out he was 
HIV-positive. He was 23 years old. 

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news as a challenge. A challenge 
to use his communication skills, his organizational skills, and 
his leadership skills to educate and support his peers and help 
them escape the fate that had been visited upon him. 

It's that combination of heartbreak and hope that makes this 
epidemic so unique. And it is what challenges all of us to 
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a 
thing of the past. 

Ten days ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
reported that our nation has reached another sad milestone in the 
AIDS epidemic. Half a million Americans have now been diagnosed 
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have 
already died of AIDS. 

As we meet, on this day, 120 more Americans will lose. their lives 
to AIDS, another 220 people will be diagnosed with the disease 
and nearly 140 people in this country will become infected with 
HIV. And that will happen again tomorrow and the day after that 
and the day after that. It will continue to happen until we 
succeed in our efforts to defeat this epidemic. 

That is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity 
for us to refocus and reenergize our national commitment to 
ending this epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops for the 
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this 
battle. You and I have some important work to do. 

We have a common goal -- a cure for all those who are living with 
HIV and a vaccine to protect all of us from this deadly virus. 
Let's be very clear on that. A cure and a vaccine are our number 
one priority. 

In my own lifetime, we have eliminated smallpox from our planet. 
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphere. And we are within 
striking distance of controlling measles. We must -- we must -­
find a way to rid our planet of the threat of HIV. 
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I am proud of the work we have done in these last three years to 
infuse new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS 
research effort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by 
more than 25 percent. We have dramatically strengthened the 
Off ice of AIDS Research and we have focused our work on basic 
science and applied research so that we can concurrently unlock 
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that 
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with 
HIV. 

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends. 
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as they did just ten 
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meant a quick and 
many times painful death for people living with HIV can now be 
treated and even prevented. 

And we have reason to believe that there will more progress in 
the near future. New classes of AIDS drugs are being approved 
for use by the FDA that will help to restore the damaged immune 
systems of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are 
showing great promise as a means for controlling the virus in the 
human body. 

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug 
therapy could actually block HIV transmission from mother to 
child. Our scientists tell me that it is within our grasp to 
virtually eliminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade. 
This is neither science fiction nor a distant dream. It can be 
accomplished by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling and 
testing and guaranteeing that they have access to the treatment 
they need to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we 
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do 
this -- and we will. 

These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for 
people living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely not! We 
must do more. 

I am taking three steps today that I believe will move us forward 
at a faster pace. 

First, I am asking the Vice President to convene a meeting of 
scientists and leaders of the pharmaceutical industry to identify 
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and 
microbicides that can protect people from HIV and the infections 
it causes. There are no guarantees in science, but the 
collective will of government and industry can overcome even the 
biggest obstacles. 

Second, I am asking Patsy Fleming to convene an interdepartmental 
task force working group to develop a coordinated plan for AIDS . . 
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research, including a coordinated research budget. I will expect 
their report within 90 days. 

Third, I want to make clear my personal commitment to make every 
feasible effort to find a cure and an effective vaccine or 
vaccines. To that end, I am intensifying my relationship with 
the Office of National AIDS Policy. We can't afford to miss any 
new opportunities. We can't afford any unnec~ssary delays. 
That's why I am asking Patsy Fleming .to provide me even more 
regular updates on the emerging opportunities and obstacles in 
this struggle. No President can promise success in such an 
effort but I need to know what needs to be done to move this 
along. 

Of course our work does not end in the laboratories of our great 
research institutions. It continues in the clinics and the 
hospitals and the doctors' off ices around the country where 
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they need to survive, to 
maintain their health, and to preserve their dignity. When we 
make advances in science we must match those strides with 
improvements in our delivery of health care. 

For people with AIDS, the current discussions over a balanced 
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Let me 
talk for a few minutes about a subject that is very important to 
me -- the future of Medicaid. 

For people with AIDS, Medicaid is a lifeline of support. 
Medicaid provides health care for nearly half of the 200,000 
Americans who are living with AIDS including 90 percent of the 
children. It provides access to doctors, hospitals, prescription 
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live 
their lives more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that keep 
HIV under control for longer and longer periods of time and it 
pays for the drugs that prevent the infections that often end the 
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows 
families to stay together. 

Yet today, Medicaid is under attack by the Republican leaders in 
Congress who want to slash its spending and eliminate the thirty­
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, the 
elderly, and those with disabilities. We cannot, we must not, 
and I will not allow us to destroy this vital lifeline. 

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That's why we created the Ryan 
White CARE Act to plug the holes in our health care system that 
left many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. Last year, 
more than 360,000 Americans received care under the Ryan White 
Act. 

When I ran for President, I promised to fully fund the CARE Act 
and we have. Funding has increased by 108 percent, more than 
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doubling the number of cities receiving funds and enabling every 
state in the country to receive some level of assistance. 

The CARE Act must be extended for another five years. Both 
houses of Congress have approved legislation to accomplish this 
but final legislation remains stalled. That's why on last 
Friday, World AIDS Day, I sent a letter to the Speaker of the 
House and the Senate Majority Leader, asking them to make every 
effort to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I 
can sign it and we can get on with the work ahead. 

I am also fighting for the funding increases that I have 
requested for the CARE Act as well as housing programs for people 
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at CDC. 

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infections in this 
country. In the 1980s, we made important progress in reducing 
the number of new infections by nearly 50 percent. But for the 
last five years, the estimated number of infections has hovered 
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as many as 
half of those infections occur among people under the age of 25 
and half are among teenagers. Any new infection is an 
unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing 
the number of new infections in the United States by half in the 
next five years and to zero within the next decade .. 

Until we have a cure and a vaccine, education and prevention are 
our best hope. For prevention to work it must be targeted and it 
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in 
the 1980s, when activists overcame the inertia of their 
government to protect their lives. 

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at 
the center of this epidemic -- young people and those who abuse 
drugs. I was pleased to see the new public service announcements 
released last week by Secretary Shalala. They point young people 
toward the tools they need to protect themselves. 

We also need to recognize that substance abuse treatment is a 
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure that those who are 
receiving drug treatment also receive AIDS prevention services at 
the same time. We have increased the number of drug treatment 
slots available in this country and I am working to convince the 
Congress to approve our requests for money to bring that number 
even higher. 

I have also asked the CDC to convene a meeting of state and local 
health officials and their counterparts on substance abuse to 
develop an action plan to assure the integration of HIV 
prevention and substance abuse prevention. 
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We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding -- as the 
Republicans in Congress have proposed -- because· the epidemic 
cannot be frozen. It will just grow and grow and grow. 

We also cannot forget the basic human rights of people living 
with HIV and AIDS. The stories of AIDS related discrimination 
break the hearts of all Americans of conscience. 

Five years ago, our nation took a huge step forward toward a more 
just society when we enacted the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
It offers more than 40 million Americans who are living with 
physical or mental disabilities -- including those who are living 
with HIV and AIDS -- protection against discrimination. 

The Justice Department, the Equal Employment Opportunities 
Commission, and the Department of Health and Human Services have 
been vigorously enforcing the A.D.A. And we are about to launch 
a new effort to ensure that health care facilities -- nursing 
homes in particular -- are providing ~qual access to people with 
HIV or AIDS. 

Still, all of us can do more. We can start by cleaning our own 
house. I am asking Patsy Fleming to conduct an immediate 60-day 
review of all government programs that require HIV testing as a 
condition of participation in government service and government 
programs. Those that do not have a strong public health 
rational, must be amended or they must be ended. 

We must continue to examine our societal attitudes toward racial 
and ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, and others for whom 
fear of AIDS becomes a convenient excuse for discrimination. We 
cannot let our fear outweigh our common sense or our compassion. 
If we do, all of us will lose. 

As I have said before, the thing we have to remember is that 
people with AIDS and those who are living with HIV are part of 
our American family. Whether they are gay or straight, black, 
white, Native American, Latino or Asian American, they are our 
sons and daughters; our brothers and sisters; our aunts and 
uncles; our mothers and fathers; our grandmothers and 
grandfathers. They are Americans one and all. They need our 
compassion. They deserve our respect. 

Finally, let me say that the fight against AIDS is international 
in scope. HIV knows no geographic boundaries. It is found on 
every continent and virtually every country. The World Health 
Organization estimates that more than 18 million men, women, and 
children are living with HIV around the world. The United States 
is and will remain a full partner in the international effort to 
fight the pandemic. 
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As a world leader, we have a moral and a national responsibility 
to help developing nations with prevention programs, medical 
care, and other vital services. We also have much to learn from 
them. And when we do find the cure and the vaccine that we seek, 
it will not only be a victory for America, it will be a victory 
for the world. 

When this country was in the throes of another sickness that 
threatened to tear us apart -- the sickness of slavery -­
Frederick Douglas, the great American abolitionist,wrote: 

but fire. It is not 
We need the storm, the 

The feeling of the 
conscience of the nation 
of the nation must be 

"It is not light that is needed, 
the gentle shower, but thunder. 
whirlwind, and the earthquake. 
nation must be quickened. The 
must be roused. The propriety 
startled." 

Each of you have been the thunder and the lightening. Each of you 
is helping to awaken the conscience of our nation. Our challenge 
is to draw more of our citizens into our circle of hope. 
Together, I am certain, we can change our future for the better. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
THE WHITE BOUSE CONFERENCE ON HIV AND AIDS 

THE WHITE BOUSE 
DECEMBER 6, 1995 

(Acknowledgements: Patsy Fleming, Secretary Shalala (other 
Cabinet members?], Scott Hitt, distinguished guests.) 

Let me first welcome each of you to this historic White House 
Conference on HIV and AIDS. You are the frontline faces and 
voices of our national commitment to conquer the devastating 
disease known as AIDS. I welcome you and I thank you, not only 
for your participation here today but for the work you do every 
day to improve the lives of the people of our nation and around 
the world. 

I'd also like to thank Dr. Hitt and the members of the 
President's Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS for their work on 
this critical issue and for suggesting that we convene this 
meeting. 

And I want to express my appreciation to the two extraordinary 
Americans who have just shared the stories of their lives with 
all of us. It is the passion, the commitment, and, yes, the 
anger of people like Sean Sasser and Eileen Mitzman that remind 
us all of the extraordinary courage it takes to hold on to hope 
as we continue to even the odds in this struggle. 

Each generation of Americans has faced an important challenge 
that has, in many ways, defined their time here on earth. For my 
parents' generation, World War Two was that defining moment, 
unifying a nation against a common foe. For my own generation, 
the civil rights movement provided the focus and the drive of our 
lives. But for the generation of my own child and all of those 
in her age group, the epidemic of HIV and AIDS may well be that 
defining challenge. 

My daughter and her friends are growing up in the shadow of 
something we could never have imagined. They are coming of age 
in world in which AIDS is a very sobering reality. 

That reality has already changed the lives of all of us in this 
room. It has taken from us too many friends and too many loved 
ones much too soon. It has shaken our faith in the future. But 
it has also brought us together and inspired a community spirit 
that strengthens our values as a nation. 

It is our collective responsibility to rise to this challenge and 
change the future for our ourselves, for our children, and for 
their children. We can do this. In fact, we must do this. 
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I want to share with you the story of just one of the people who 
is here today. Just one of the human faces and human voices of 
AIDS. 

It's the story of a young man who grew up in a typical American 
suburb as part of a typical American family. He attended college 
and became politically active. His quick mind and active spirit 
marked him as a "comer," and after graduating he joined the 
Corporation for National Service to help start AmeriCorps. It 
was while he was working for AmeriCorps that he found out he was 
HIV-positive. He was 23 years old. 

Demetri Moshoyannis took that news as a challenge. A challenge 
to use his communication skills, his organizational skills, and 
his leadership skills to educate and support his peers and help 
them escape the fate that had been visited upon him. 

It's that combination of heartbreak and hope that makes this 
epidemic so unique. And it is what challenges all of us to 
channel our energy and our talent into the fight to make AIDS a 
thing of the past. 

Ten days ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
reported that our nation has reached another sad milestone in the 
AIDS epidemic. Half a million Americans have now been diagnosed 
with AIDS and more than 300,000 men, women, and children have 
already died of AIDS. 

As we meet, on this day, 120 more Americans will lose their lives 
to AIDS, another 220 people will be diagnosed with the disease 
and nearly 140 people in this country will become infected with 
HIV. And that will happen again tomorrow and the day after that 
and the day after that. It will continue to happen until we 
succeed in our efforts to defeat this epidemic. 

That is why this meeting is so important. It is an opportunity 
for us to refocus and reenergize our national commitment to 
ending this epidemic. It is a time to rally our troops for the 
fight ahead and arm them with the weapons they need to win this 
battle. You and I have some important work to do. 

We have a common goal -- a cure for all those who are living with 
HIV and a vaccine to protect all of us from this deadly virus. 
Let's be very clear on that. A cure and a vaccine are our number 
one priority. 

In my own lifetime, we have eliminated smallpox from our planet. 
We have eliminated polio from our hemisphere. And we are within 
striking distance of controlling measles. We must -- we must -­
find a way to rid our planet of the threat of HIV. 
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I am proud of the work we have done in these last three years to 
infuse new resources, new focus, and new leadership into our AIDS 
research effort. We have increased funding for AIDS research by 
more than 25 percent. We have dramatically strengthened the 
Off ice of AIDS Research and we have focused our work on basic 
science and applied research so that we can concurrently unlock 
the mysteries of HIV while we pursue treatment opportunities that 
extend and improve the quality of the lives of people living with 
HIV. 

This investment in science has already paid tremendous dividends. 
Today, people with HIV live twice as long as they did just ten 
years ago. AIDS-related conditions that often meant a quick and 
many times painful death for people living with HIV can now be 
treated and even prevented. 

And we have reason to believe that there will more progress in 
the near future. New classes of AIDS drugs are being approved 
for use by the FDA that will help to restore the damaged immune 
systems of people with HIV. Combination drug therapies are 
showing great promise as a means for controlling the virus in the 
hum.an body. 

And just last year we were able to show that the use of drug 
therapy could actually block HIV transmission from mother to 
child. Our scientists tell me that it is within our grasp to 
virtually eliminate pediatric AIDS by the end of this decade. 
This is neither science fiction nor a distant dream. It can be 
accomplished by offering all pregnant women HIV counseling and 
testing and guaranteeing that they have access to the treatment 
they need to protect their unborn children. If we do this, we 
can have a generation of Americans born without HIV. We can do 
this -- and we will. 

These advances have resulted in longer and fuller lives for 
people living with HIV, but are they enough? Absolutely not! We 
must do more. 

I am taking three steps today that I believe will move us forward 
at a faster pace. 

First, I am asking the Vice President to convene a meeting of 
scientists and leaders of the pharmaceutical industry to identify 
ways to accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics, and 
microbicides that can protect people from HIV and the infections 
it causes. There are no guarantees in science, but the 
collective will of government and industry can overcome even the 
biggest obstacles. ~~ 

(second, I am asking ie.~~iam Pa~l, director of the Office of 
\AIDS Research at NIH, to convene a permanent working group of 
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scientists from all parts of government to assure a coordinated 
plan for AIDS research, including a coordinated research budget. 

~.:1t:: ~~~is.~ q ~ ~ f ~ 
Third, I am asking-AIDS Director Patsy Fle'fning to provide me with iJ~ 

/, · ~reFiy reg~on our progress on our search for a cure and an~~ 
I~, effective va ~ or vaccines. No President can promise success ~­

J in such an effort but I need to know what needs to be done to I~ 
move this along. 
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~ Of course our work does not end in the laboratories of our grea~n~~~ 

research institutions. It continues in the clinics and the ~ 
hospitals and the doctors' offices around the country where ~ 
people with HIV and AIDS go for the care they need to survive, to ~ 
maintain their health, and to preserve their dignity. When we ~ 
make advances in science we must match those strides with 
improvements in our delivery of health care. 

For people with AIDS, the current discussions over a balanced 
federal budget are not some distant political firefight. Let me 
talk for a few minutes about a subject that is very important to 
me -- the future of Medicaid. 

For people with AIDS, Medicaid is a lifeline of support. 
Medicaid provides health care for nearly half of the 200,000 
Americans who are living with AIDS including 90 percent of the 
children. It provides access to doctors, hospitals, prescription 
drugs, and home care that allows people with HIV and AIDS to live 
their lives more fully. Medicaid pays for the drugs that keep 
HIV under control for longer and longer periods of time and it 
pays for the drugs that prevent the infections that often end the 
lives of those with AIDS. Medicaid pays for the care that allows 
families to stay together. 

Yet today, Medicaid is under attack by the Republican leaders in 
Congress who want to slash its spending and eliminate the thirty­
year common ground commitment we have made to the poor, the 
elderly, and those with disabilities. We cannot, we must not, 
and I will not allow us to destroy this vital lifeline. 

Medicaid cannot do the job alone. That's why we created the Ryan 
White CARE Act to plug the holes in our health care system that 
left many people with HIV and AIDS out in the cold. Last year, 
more than 360,000 Americans received care under the Ryan White 
Act. 

When I ran for President, I promised to fully fund the CARE Act 
and we have. Funding has increased by 108 percent, more than 
doubling the number of cities receiving funds and enabling every 
state in the country to receive some level of assistance. 

The CARE Act must be extended for another five years. Both 
houses of Congress have approved legislation to accomplish this 
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but final legislation remains stalled. I am asking the Speaker 
of the House and the Senate Majority Leader to make every effort 
to get me a final bill by the end of this month so that I can 
sign it and we can get on with the work ahead. 

I am also fighting for the funding increases that I have 
requested for the CARE Act as well as housing programs for people 
with AIDS and our AIDS prevention programs at CDC. 

I am concerned by the continued rate of new infections in this 
country. In the 1980s, we made important progress in reducing 
the number of new infections by nearly 50 percent. But for the 
last five years, the estimated number of infections has hovered 
between 40,000 and 60,000 per year. We also know that as many as 
half of those infections occur among people under the age of 25 
and half are among teenagers. Any new infection is an 
unnecessary infection. I am setting a goal, today, of reducing 
the number of new infections in the United States by half in the 
next five years and to zero within the next decade. 

Until we have a cure and a vaccine, education and prevention are 
our best hope. For prevention to work it must be targeted and it 
must be sustained. We saw that at work in the gay community in 
the 1980s, when activists overcame the inertia of their 
government to protect their lives. 

We must pay particular attention to two populations who are at 
the center of this epidemic -- young people and those who abuse 
drugs. I was pleased to see the new public service announcements 
released last week by Secretary Shalala. They point young people 
toward the tools they need to protect themselves. 

We also need to recognize that substance abuse treatment is a 
form of HIV prevention. We must ensure that those who are 
receiving drug treatment also receive AIDS prevention services at 
the same time. We have increased the number of drug treatment 
slots available in this country and I am working to convince the 
Congress to approve our requests for money to bring that number 
even higher. 

I have also asked the CDC to convene a meeting of state and local 
health officials and their counterparts on substance abuse to 
develop an action plan to assure the integration of HIV 
prevention and substance abuse prevention. 

We cannot afford to freeze prevention funding -- as the 
Republicans in Congress have proposed -~ because the epidemic 
cannot be frozen. It will just grow and grow and grow. 

We also cannot forget the basic human rights of people living 
with HIV and AIDS. The stories of AIDS related discrimination 
break the hearts of all Americans of conscience. 
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BUDGET PLANNING 
NOVEMBER 30, 1995 

ISSUES FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT 

OVERALL: 
1. Veto of GOP Budget 
2. Release of Impact Statement Thursday morning 
3. Direct Lending Event Thursday I : 15 p.m. 

Tyson involvement? 
4. Identify Real People and Specific Incidents -- (Sub-group/Silverman) 
5. Cabinet/Local Government Calls [Wednesday/Thursday] 

HEALTH CARE: 
1. Shalala Speech Friday 
2. Elderly Women Report (Mrs. Clinton Speech) 
3. Provider Meeting with Panetta (Congressional Leaders) 

Stakeout for validation of taking too much out 
4. Democratic Governors Meeting with POTUS on Medicaid 
5. Medicare/Medicaid State-by-State 
6. Medicare/Medicaid Walkthrough 
7. Nursing Home vs. Homes and Family Farms 
8. Disability Roundtable · · 
9. Tyson/Stiglitz on Block Grants and Economic Downturns 
10. Low-Income Medicare Recipients 

ENVIRONMENTAL: 
I. 

0 
Op-Eds 

-Browner regional Op-Eds on 25th Anniversary of EPA 
-Response Op-Ed to attacks on President's credibility 

2. Browner National Press Club Speech 

TAX: 
I. Release of State-by-State and District-by-District Analysis 
1. EITC vs. Capital Gain/Estate Tax 
2. Exploding Tax Cut 

.'*'J. 
•:. EDUCATION: 

I . Direct Lending briefing and paper 
2. Riley education speech TBD 
3. Improving America's School Act Conference next Monday-Wednesday Hosted by 

DoEd, attended by 3000 educators w/Sec Riley. 
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THURS 
11/30 

FRI 
12/1 

2 

BUDGET EVENTS OF THE DAY: 
• . Direct Lending/Education Kunin and groups 
• VPOTUS meeting with Congressional Members and press conference 

POTUS 
London 

VPOTUS 
Meeting with Congressional Democrats and statement 

CABINET II GA 
Cabinet conference calls with mayors 
Cisneros National League of Cities 

Bump up CBPP Study in press conference with Mayors 

GROUPS 
Panetta meeting with AHA at White House 

HILL DEMOCRATS 
Press Briefing-"Republican Agenda. for Medicare" w/Sens 
Graham,Kennedy ,Rockefeller 
Floor Sp/ Satellite/ Radio:"Republican proposals are reckless & extreme, an 
assault on working families" 
Press Conf-Effect of Republican Budget on States w/DemGovs (t) 
Event-Mtg w/Natl Leadership Group on Sr Issues 

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 
• Shalala Medicare/Medicaid Speech 

POTUS 
Travel to Ireland (through Dec.3) 

GROUPS 
Meeting with Disability groups [Room 180, 2:30 p.m.] 

IDLL DEMOCRATS 
Floor Sp/ Satellite/ Radio:"Republican proposals are reckless & 
extreme, an assault on working families" 
Press Briefing-"Nursing Home Stds Lost in Republican Budget" w/Sen 
Pryor et al 
Press Conf-"Republican Agenda for Rural America" 

30 November 1995 



SAT 
12/2 

SUN 
12/3 

MON 
12/4 

TUE 
12/5 

, . ·""'·· 
'. 
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POTUS 
Ireland 

MILESTONES 
25th Anniversary of the EPA 

POTUS: 

~ ·, 

Travel to Madrid; EU/US Summit, Madrid 
Return to US 

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 
• POTUS Veto? 
• [If no veto today) Taxes event with Hill 

POTUS 
DC 

VPOTUS 
Travel to South Africa (through Dec.8) 

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 

POTUS 
Congressional Ball; 
Nickelodeon taping (t) 

VPOTUS 
South Africa 

MILESTONES 
40th year of AFL-CIO 
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WED 
12/6 

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 
• Medicare State-by-State 

POTUS: 
WH. Conference on AIDS; 
Pageant of Peace 

VPOTUS 
South Africa 

THURS 
1217 

FRI 
12/8 

SAT 
12/9 

SUN 
12/10 
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BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 
• Browner Environment speech at National Press Club 

POTUS 
Budget meeting (daily through 22nd) 
Interview with People magazine 

VPOTUS 
South Africa 

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 

POTUS: 
Budget meeting (daily through 22nd) 
President Dos Santos of Angola; 
Oregon reception 

VPOTUS 
Return from South Africa 

POTUS 
Arkansas 

POTUS 
Arkansas ( a.m.) 
Christmas in Washington (p.m.) 
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MON 
12/11 

TUE 
12/12 

WED 
12113 

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 

POTUS 
Budget meeting; Holiday Reception 
Mtg w/PM Peres of Israel 

VPOTUS 
Budget meeting 

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 

POTUS 
Budget meeting; 
Holiday Reception 
Briefing & Interview 

VPOTUS 
Budget meeting 

BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 

POTUS 
Holiday Reception 
Budget meeting 
Briefing & Interview 

VPOTUS 
Budget meeting 
Prayer breakfast 

THURS 
12/14 

.,....fi. 
· · BUDGET EVENT OF THE DAY: 
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POTUS 
Budget meeting 

VPOTUS 
Budget meeting 
Enviro breakfast 

.\I 

30 November 1995 



FRI 
12/15 DEADLINE FOR BUDGET AGREEMENT/CR 
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