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J r a f t , 3/27/95, 7 pm 
^ President William J e f f e r s o n C l i n t o n 

» ^ Remarks to students a t Emory U n i v e r s i t y 
^^y^ Atlanta, Georgia 

March 28, 1995 

// [Acknowledgements: P r e s i d e n t W i l l i a m Chace; Student Government 
A s s o c i a t i o n P r e s i d e n t Laura Sawyer; Rep. Sanford Bishop - an 
Emory Law School alumnus] 

I t ' s w o n d e r f u l t o be here today a t Emory. I j u s t hope t h a t 
Dooley [ t h e campus ghoul/mascot] doesn't come and shoot me w i t h 
h i s water p i s t o l — I wouldn't want a l l o f you t o leave on mel 
[ T r a d i t i o n a t Emory: Whenever Dooley shows up and s q u i r t s h i s 
water p i s t o l , c l a s s i s dismissed] 

F i r s t , l e t me say t h a t I have s e v e r a l Emory alumni on my 
s t a f f a t the White House -- so I have seen f i r s t hand the h i g h 
c a l i b e r o f s t u d e n t s t h a t come out o f t h i s f i n e s c h o o l . I know 
t h a t Emory i s a school on the move, and t h a t these days you are 
f i n a l l y g e t t i n g t h e n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n you deserve. 

I spent today meeting with people to talk about your future 
and how we can best prepare for it. We got together a group of 
economists, small business owners, corporate executives.-aTia——'^<rJ"^^''^'^''S 
working men and women who are s t r u g g l i n g t o p r o v i d e f o r t h e i r " ~-— 
f a m i l i e s , so t h a t they too can achieve the American dream l i k e 
t h e i r p a r e n t s . 

We t a l k e d about a l o t of t h i n g s - but what a l l t h e t a l k 
amounts t o i s an issue t h a t i s being debated i n Washington these 
days - what t h e proper r o l e of t h e n a t i o n a l government i s i n 
working w i t h t h e American people t o meet our c h a l l e n g e s . 

Our m i s s i o n here i s t o keep t h e American Dream a l i v e f o r a l l 
our people; t o grow the middle c l a s s and s h r i n k t h e u n d e r c l a s s ; 
t o promote t h e mainstream values o f work, f a m i l y , community and 
l o o k i n g our f o r the f u t u r e of our c h i l d r e n ; t o r e f o r m government 
t o meet the c h a l l e n g e s we face. There's a g r e a t debate here 
about how t o change government. On one s i d e i s t h e o l d view t h a t 
government i s t h e source of a l l our problems. I n t h e r e a l w o r l d 
t h a t ' s a f a l s e c h o i c e . 

My view i s d i f f e r e n t from both o f these. I ran f o r 
p r e s i d e n t because I s t i l l b e l i e v e government does have a r o l e t o 
pl a y as a p a r t n e r i n meeting the c h a l l e n g e s of t h e f u t u r e w i t h 
a l l of the American people. I b e l i e v e the r o l e o f government i s 
t o i n c r e a s e o p p o r t u n i t y as we s h r i n k bureaucracy, t o empower 
people t o make the most of t h e i r own l i v e s , and t o enhance our 
s e c u r i t y a t home and abroad. 

The key t o our f u t u r e i s our a b i l i t y t o c r e a t e more 
o p p o r t u n i t y and, a t the same t i m e , t h e w i l l i n g n e s s o f our 
c i t i z e n s t o assume more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . That's what I have 



. c a l l e d The New Covenant. 

I agree t h a t we have t o c u t outmoded government, and our 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has l e d the way. . There are already more than 
100,000 fewer people working f o r the n a t i o n a l government than 
t h e r e were on the day I became President. We're on our way t o 
the smallest f e d e r a l establishment since President Kennedy worked 
here. 

But we have t o go beyond c u t t i n g , and even beyond 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g t o l i t e r a l l y reevaluate what we're doing. Are we 
doing I t well? Should we be doing i t a t a l l ? Should somebody 
else be doing i t ? Are we being as i n n o v a t i v e and f l e x i b l e as the 
most c r e a t i v e p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h i s country? We should 
never be less c r e a t i v e or l e s s e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l simply because we 
have a p u b l i c mission. 

_ I also b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s government should i n v e s t i n your 
f u t u r e and i n your capacity t o c o n t r i b u t e and t o l i v e up t o the 
f u l l e s t of your a b i l i t i e s . The f i g h t f o r education i s the f i g h t 
f o r the American Dream. I t i s the. f i g h t f o r America's middle 
c l a s s . I t i s . the f i g h t f o r the 21st century. 

You know what I'm t a l k i n g about. I understand you held a 
r a l l y on campus today t o f i g h t cuts i n student loans. A l l of you 
here know t h a t student loans are an e s s e n t i a l " i n v e s t m e n t i n your 
f u t u r e . And so do I . 

That i s why I support more investments i n education and 
technology and t r a i n i n g , and empowering people t o make the most 
of t h e i r own l i v e s . And t h a t ' s why we worked so hard t o make 
l a s t year the best year f o r education reform i n 30 years. With 
Goals 2000, we worked as a p a r t n e r w i t h parents, communities and 
educators t o set world class standards f o r our schools, and gave 
teachers and parents the power t o decide how t o meet these 
standards. We expanded Head S t a r t . We made c o l l e g e loans.more 
a f f o r d a b l e f o r m i l l i o n s of p e o p l e — loaning d i r e c t l y t o students 
a t lower costs and on b e t t e r repayment terms. Over 3.5 m i l l i o n 
people i n the South can take advantage of these reforms. At the 
same time, we've i n s i s t e d on more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y : S t r i c t e r 
enforcement has cut taxpayers' cost of delinquent loans from $2.8 
b i l l i o n a year t o $1 b i l l i o n a year since 1991. 

Something else t h a t I've done t h a t I'm very proud of i s our 
n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e program, Americorps. I t already has 20,00p 
Americans t a k i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r improving t h e i r country at 
the grass r o o t s l e v e l and earning some money t o go t o school. 

. Americans l i k e the 89 members i n Texas who immunized 104,000 
i n f a n t s i n Texas two summers ago. .The members who are helping 
neighborhoods set up community p o l i c i n g programs, around the 
country (TK). And the members who are working i n Americus w i t h 



Habitat f o r Humanity to b u i l d houses f o r the underprivileged. 

Right here i n Atlanta, too, you can already see Americorps 
i n action. 65 Americorps members — several of them Emory 
graduates — are helping to keep elementary school students from 
f a l l i n g behind. They're working side by side with teachers and 
parents, providing the one-on-one at t e n t i o n these children 
desperately need. And i f you're wondering whether or not they're 
making a difference, one of the school p r i n c i p a l s says he's never 
seen anything work quite so well i n his 24 years of experience i n 
the Atlanta public school system. 

Service i s something students here at Emory know a l o t 
about. I understand that Volunteer Emory has over 1200 students 
serving more than 200 agencies and that a l l freshman are required 
to do community service. So I know that you have seen how much 
the community appreciates you giving back to them. 

Education i s the key to our future. I t ought not to be a 
partisan issue. I f there i s one thing i n the whole world that 
ought to unite us on the way to the next century, i t should be 
our common commitment to the p o t e n t i a l of our people. 

You a l l showed your commitment by attending the r a l l y today. 
Our conversations at the economic conference continued an ongoing 
dialogue we've been having about how best to prepare f o r the 
future. But t h i s i s only a s t a r t . We have to remain dedicated 
to our goals. And by.working together, we w i l l accomplish them. 

[ I n the case of a "Dooley" appearance at the event, the most 
appropriate response would be: "Presidents may come, and 
Presidents may go, but Dooley l i v e s on forever"]. 


