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o^P::i IN) 6 



^ . . . ^ 

7^ 

jy).f '-'^ 

So 

0 



Subj 
Date 
From 

Re: Teacher Talk 
94-03-01 17:22:44 est 

ROSEBRAIN 
To: TDozier 

The purpose of Teacher Talk i s t o educate/to inform. Teacher Talk 
i s a half-hour/hour program. I t i s targeted toward anyone 
i n t e r e s t e d i n education- teachers, students,and parents of p u b l i c 
school c h i l d r e n from kindergarten to t w e l f t h grade. My hope i s 
th a t i t reaches fundamentalists who "need" t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , and 
i t might, i f they see i t as another forum f o r t h e i r "concerns." 

Each week a question/ t o p i c i s posed. For example: What i s 
Outcome-Based Education? How has outcome-based education 
a f f e c t e d what and how you teach? 

This question i s f i r s t addressed by teachers from three areas: 
elementary, middle school, and high school or perhaps one of 
these teachers could act as spokesperson. Answers would be b r i e f , 
beefed up l a t e r by follow-up questions from moderator, c a l l - i n ' s , 
l e t t e r s . 

Questions would cover a l l kinds of t o p i c s - anything from Why i s 
t h i s n a t i o n now t a l k i n g about National Standards? t o . . . . What i s 
r e a l l y e n t a i l e d i n a lesson plan? t o . . . Does our educational 
system r e a l l y work?., t o Should teachers teach values?., t o What 
i s ADHD and how do you teach these kids? t o . . . Homework- how 
o f t e n and how important? t o . . . Are there secular humanists 
" l u r k i n g " i n our educational system? t o . . . . Tracking- f o r or 
against? t o Do cooperative groups work?.. Do teachers 
r e a l l y get 3 months OFF? t o . . Can w r i t i n g be taught? t o . . 
What happened t o s p e l l i n g ? t o . . . How do we produce rocket 
s c i e n t i s t s i n a science class?... t o . . How t o t a l k t o a teacher at 
conference time? t o . . . What do you do when 
you know a teacher i s incompetent? t o . . . . Are teachers union 
ecessary? to...Teacher empowerment., more work or more c e n t r e i ? 
t o . . . . Why don't we diagram sentences any more? t o . . . . Should 
kids use c a l c u l a t o r s i n math class? t o . . . . What are the biggesn 
r u s t r a t i o n s you face as a teacher?.. What i s a p o r t f o l i o and how 
i s i t b e t t e r than standardized t e s t i n g ? to...what are 
u n i v e r s i t i e s doing t o produce more competent teachers? t o . . Car. 
we r e a l l y e l i m i n a t e drugs and violence from our schools by the 
year 2000? t o . , how was t h i s system f i r s t established? t o . . '. s 
year round school a v i a b l e option? 

The p o i n t i s f i n d t o p i c s t h a t are parent (public) - f r i e n d l y . Not 
a l o t of educationese. P r a c t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n e s p e c i a l l y at the 
beginning when an audience i s being bred. 

Each week the f o l l o w i n g week's question w i l l be announced so -.-..it 
people can w r i t e i n questions they wished answered on the a:: 
This may be done i n l i e u of c a l l - i n ' s . 



Special shows w i l l be produced: Interviews w i t h recognized 
educators- B i l l Cosby, ( hey we need s t a r a t t r a c t i o n at f i r s t ! ) 
Ron Brandt ( h i s voice alone i s convincing! Shows which 
h i g h l i g h t students, not necessarily honor students going to 
Harvard, but students who r e a l l y know why schools do and do not 
work- ...gang-students, teenagers w i t h babies- at r i s k k i ds. 

A show dedicated t o p i c k i n g out a college., how t o take the ACT 
or SAT., again, p r a c t i c a l advice. 

A t r a v e l i n g production s t a f f , l i k e Whadoya Know, could be set 
up. Teachers from p a r t i c u l a r d i s t r i c t s i n p a r t i c u l a r states 
would be s t a f f e d i n advance. Production could be done from l o c a l 
s t a t i c s . 

There should be a range of tones... deadly serious t o comical 
(Teachers t a l k about t h e i r f i r s t year ...about t h e i r biggest 
f l o p s or most embarassing moments i n the classroom). Funny 
s t o r i e s about k i d s . , magical s t o r i e s about k i d s . . . sad s t o r i e s 
about k i d s . 

What ever the program, i t must be heart as w e l l as head. I t must 
be a balance between academia and psychology. I t must show 
teachers as r e a l people s t r u g g l i n g w i t h r e a l problems i n an 
archaic s t r u c t u r e . I t can't be j u s t Goals 2000 or i t won't touch 
people's hearts. I t must .. somehow., touch people's hearts or no 
change w i l l occur. 

This i s one n i g h t ' s brainstorm. More r a i n p ossible. 

Rosemary Faucette 
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Message Contents 

Received: by ccmail from inet.ed.gov 
From teachers@inet.ed.gov 
X-Envelope-From: teachers@inet.ed.gov 
Return-Path: <teachers@inet.ed.gov> 
Date: Mon, 21 Mar 94 10:04:02 EST 
Message-Id: <9403210959.tnl8872 7@aol.com> 
Reply-To: teachers@inet.ed.gov 
O r i g i n a t o r : teachers®inet.ed.gov 
Sender: teachers@inet.ed.gov 
Precedence: bulk 
From: pabarrett@aol.com 
To: M u l t i p l e r e c i p i e n t s of l i s t <teachers®inet.ed.gov> 
Subject: Re: Teacher-Talks 
X-Listprocessor-Version: 6.0a -- ListProcessor by Anastasios Kotsikonas 
X-Mailer: America Online Mailer 

Terry, Rosemary: I am astonished t h a t something t h i s important and t h i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g has reached the l e v e l of awareness where we are now t a l k i n g i n 
terms of a weekly r a d i o show. Well done! No doubt much of the discussion w i l l 
focus on cu r r e n t e f f o r t s t o , or the need f o r , reform or r e s t r u c t u r i n g or 
whatever term one might choose. A c t u a l l y , I would t h i n k a discussion of ways 
to get b e t t e r would be p a r t of an examination of any human a c t i v i t y , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y those t h a t deal w i t h i n d i v i d u a l l i v e s i n such c r i t i c a l ways 
(pardon the lapse i n t o the romantic mode). However, I would urge you not t o 
make "reform" the s t a r t i n g p o i n t . Instead, perhaps the e a r l y discussions 
could focus on what i t i s t h a t teachers do. We s u f f e r from the f a c t t h a t 
everyone has been t o school, so they "know" what teachers do, but l i s t e n e r s 
would b e n e f i t from some e a r l y discussion of s p e c i f i c t h i n g s t h a t teachers do, 
why they have chosen t o do those things i n t h a t way, how they assess the 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s (not through t e s t i n g , but through t h e i r own processes of 
r e f l e c t i o n and discussion w i t h colleagues and so on), and how t h e i r 
approaches have changed over time. Can we not s t a r t w i t h discussions about 
how t o " f i x " them and the i n s t i t u t i o n s i n which they work and instead t a l k 
about the c r a f t i n which they have t h a n k f u l l y chosen t o work? I t h i n k that 
can be done without f a l l i n g i n t o the "we-touch-the-future" approach (as I 
almost d i d e a r l i e r ) , and you are o n - l i n e and otherwise i n communication w i t h 
the s o r t s of people who can suggest way t o accomplish i t . I hope t h i s e a r l y 
response i s u s e f u l i n some way. Once again, c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ! p a b a r r e t t 
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