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Erskine Bowles 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the President 

SUBJECT: November 19 Gala for World Bicyclists 

Enclosed is my formal letter to the President requesting that he 
and the First Lady serve as honorary chairs for the grand finale in D. C. for the 
AXA World Bicycle ride. 

It would be most helpful for me, as dinner chairman, to have 
their imprimatur on the evening events. Beyond this, if we could do a brief 
congratulatory video fi-om the President (or First Lady) we would show this at the 
dinner which may have up to 1,000 cyclists fi-om around the U. S. Charles Kurah is 
narrating a CBS television feature on the entire world ride - perhaps we could then 
enclose the President's message (which we would help prepare) to a national 
television audience. 

Under separate cover, I'm sending what is ~ to me ~ a really 
touching video of the disabled cyclists plowing through Russia recently. They are 
just coming out of China now. I met them in Paris and my heart went out to them 
for their courage in showing what a "disabled" person can achieve. 

RHJ:mf 
Enclosure 

P. S. The President actually launched this event in Atlanta, Georgia with a letter of 
support which kicked off the ride - so he is aheady involved! 

bcc: Jim Benson 
Jane Mahoney 
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I EQUITABLE 
September 18, 1995 

Hon. William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NV/ 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On Saturday, November 18, the AXA World Ride '95, an around the world, 13,200-
mile bicycle tour for athletes with disabilities and able-bodied athletes, will conclude in 
Washington, D. C. That evening we will honor the core group of seven cyclists, six of whom 
have disabilities and the hundreds of other cyclists who took part in this inspiring feat, at a 
gala reception and dinner in the National Building Museum. Although I understand you will 
be attending an APEC meeting in Japan, we would be greatly honored to have you and Mrs 
Clinton named as Honorary Chairs for the evening. I will be serving as Chainnan ofthe gala 
and it would mean a great deal to me - and the athletes ~ to have your imprimatur on the 
evening. 

AXA World Ride '95 was created by World T.E.A.M. Sports, as an organization 
dedicated to promoting sports participation for individuals with disabilities. Your letter of 
support to the participants in the ride was featured in the dinner program ofthe opening 
dinner in Atlanta, Georgia last March. Since that auspicious beginning, the riders have 
traveled through 16 countries, spreading the message of determination, goodwill and 
sportsmanship throughout the intemationai community. The drama ofthe ride will be 
captured in a television special hosted by veteran newscaster Charies Kuralt to be aired on 
CBS on Thanksgiving Day. I have enclosed a tape of highlights of the cyclists' ride through 
Russia which communicates the dedication and passion ofthe riders. 

The riders have been honored at receptions hosted by U. S. Ambassadors Admiral 
William Crowe, Jean Kennedy-Smith and Pamela Harriman in England, Ireland and France, 
respectively, as well as by heads of state and govemment officials in each ofthe other 
countries they visited. The Russian Federation has also officially sanctioned this event 
Since Washington, D, C. is the culmination of their nine-month odyssey, we feel it would be 
especially appropriate for you and Mrs. Clinton to lend your names and help us pay tribute to 
their accomplishment. 

Three-time Tour de France champion Greg LeMond, Olympic gold medalist Dan 
Jansen and former New York Jets star Dennis Byrd are among the celebrity guests who wiil 
be with us on November 18. They will be joined by Members of Congress and the 
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Administration, representatives of the diplomatic corps and leaders from the business, media 
and sports communities in the evening's celebration. We would be honored to have you and 
Mrs. Clinton join us for the evening's festivities, should changes in your schedule permit you 
to attend. 

If you are unable to attend, we would be most appreciative if you or the First Lady 
would send us a brief videotaped message to open the evening's program. Our staff would 
be pleased to fumish you with additional information about the ride and Worid T.E.A.M. 
Spons at your request. We would show this at the gala, and I would hope that Charies 
Kuralt could incorporate it in his video. 

Thank you very much for your consideration of this request. Our Washington 
consultant, Diana Holman, will be calling your office to determine the possibility of your 
participation as Honorary Chairs of the event. In the meantime, if you have any questions or 
would like more information about the ride, please call her at 202 822-6804 or me at 212 
554-3120. 

Many thanks! 

Sincerely, 

RHJ;mf 
Enclosures 



As a Corporation, how can you become involved in the 
Grand Finale for AXA World Ride '95 in Washington, DC? 

Day Sponsor 
Become a Day Sponsor for AXA World Ride '95. Your $5,000 contribution will 
help to underwrite the opportunity for persons with disabilities to participate in a 
once-in-a-lifetime, around-the-worid cycling journey. 

Day Sponsors can designate a day of AXA Wodd Ride in their company's honor. 
Day Sponsors will also be invited to the concluding events in Washington, D.C, 
receive two tickets for the gala celebratory dinner on November 18th and will be 
recognized in the final commemorative publication. 

In addition to underwriting the significant costs associated with the Ride, the ftmds 
raised tlirough Day Sponsorships will begin the development of a pennanent facility 
dedicated to helping individuals with disabilifies acliieve their full potential. Day 
Sponsorship ftmds are qualifying chantable contribufions to Worid T.E.A.M. (The 
Exceptional Athlete Matters) Sports, the nonprofit which is organizing the Ride. 

Dav Rider Team 
Recruit a team of cycling enthusiasts from your company to escort the Riders as 
they complete the final 15 miles of their record-settmg journey. Meet at South 
Lakes High School in Reston, VA and cycle onto Monument Mall in Washington, 
DC. Wear your company logo on t-shirts - showcase your corporate team to the 
local and national media that will be assembled to cover this event. A 
tax-deductible registration fee will reserve your company's place. 

Finale Dinner 
The grand finale dimier on November 18th promises to be a spectacular event, with 
celebrities from the sports and political arenas coming together with corporate 
leaders to pay tribute to the incredible athletes who will have conquered the worid 
on cycles. Less than ten athletes have completed a similar journey, none of whom 
were disabled. Join Dick Jenrette, Chainnan of The Equitable Companies, in 
saluting the Riders for this accomplishment. With the historic Nafional Museum 
Building as the setting, this proimses to be an exciting event. Tables often are 
available, as well as individuals rickets. Contact Laura Brown of Equitable at (703) 
205-0356 for details. 

AXA World Ride '95 is more than a cycling event - it's about shattering the 
barriers that exist for almost 20% of the U.S. population who have a disability. 



February 21, 1996 

A MEMORANDUM FOR CAROL H. RASCO 

FROM: GAYNOR McCOWN 

SUBJECT: EZ / EC CONFERENCE 
DIALOGUE SESSION: REINVENTION 

The purpose of t h i s session i s t o focus on successful l o c a l 
r e i n v e n t i o n i n i t i a t i v e s . More s p e c i f i c a l l y , i t w i l l be an 
op p o r t u n i t y t o hear from r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the A t l a n t a 
Empowerment Zone on t h e i r e f f o r t s t o coordinate, streamline, and 
make interagency government f u n c t i o n s more responsive t o the 
needs of the community. An important issue i s "service 
i n t e g r a t i o n . " Most, i f not a l l , EZ / EC communities are 
implementing comprehensive human service d e l i v e r y s t r a t e g i e s . 
Therefore, your remarks w i l l center around the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s 
i n t e r e s t and commitment i n t h i s area. 

The session w i l l begin a t 1:45 p.m. and end a t 3:15 p.m. I t w i l l 
take place i n the Georgia Room. The format i s as f o l l o w s : 

Introduction of themes Barbara Dyer, Facilitator (2) 
Remarks by White House Representative Carol H. Rasco (5) 
Community Presentation Atlanta EZ Representatives (5) 
Discussion (1 hour) 
Wrap-up / Next Steps (15 minutes) 

Attached are some t a l k i n g p o i n t s f o r your remarks, along w i t h 
some background i n f o r m a t i o n about the A t l a n t a Empowerment Zone. 
I'm also a t t a c h i n g an example of " r e i n v e n t i o n " from Portland, 
Oregon and B u f f a l o , New York. While I don't have the d e t a i l s f o r 
what the re p r e s e n t a t i v e s from A t l a n t a w i l l focus on, f o l l o w i n g 
are a few accomplishments they are sure t o mention: 

One Stop Capital Shop 

The C i t y o f A t l a n t a received a One Stop C a p i t a l Shop designation. 
The One Stop C a p i t a l Shop i s designed t o provide assistance t o any 
business person or p o t e n t i a l business person -- f o r s t a r t up 
businesses or those which have already formed but need assistance 
o b t a i n i n g c a p i t a l . I n September 1995, a 14 member Board of 
Di r e c t o r s was appointed. To date, they have: secured funding of 
$1,026,000 f o r 2 years; agreed upon a l o c a t i o n i n C i t y H a l l East; 
formulated Bylaws and A r t i c l e s of I n c o r p o r a t i o n , and selected an 
Executive D i r e c t o r . 



Renewal Atlanta 

Renewal Atlanta i s a new business that has located i n the Zone and 
i s scheduled to open i n March 1996. The Company w i l l create up to 
65 permanent jobs f o r Zone residents and 200 temporary jobs for 
youth. Each youth w i l l receive $4,000 i n scholarship and career 
counseling during the 2-year period. 

Olympic Jobs Program 

This program involves a collaboration with the Atlanta Committee 
for the Olympic Games (ACOG). Their goal i s to provide up to 2,000 
temporary jobs f o r Zone and c i t y residents during the 1996 Summer 
Olympic Games. Discussions were i n i t i a t e d i n early February with 
the hope of expanding t h i s e f f o r t so that some permanent employment 
opportunities may be established f o r Zone residents. 



WHITE HOUSE COMMUNITY 
EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE 1996 
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INTRODUCTION 

Atlanta recognizes that programs , 
systems and strategies of the past to 
solve inner city problems don't work 
Atlanta shares the goal which President 
Clinton articulated for the nation in March 
1993: "To make the entire federal 
government less expensive and more 
efficient and to change the culture of our 
national bureaucracy away from 
complacency and entitlement toward 
initiative and empowerment" 

Public > 

© Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta 

Private 

Communitv 



PRINCIPLES FOR REINVENTION 

• Place emphasis throughout its programs and 
services on superior service, quality and 
innovation as the only ways to sustain long-term, 
Strategic competitive advantage 

• Work to build communities and foster community-
owned government, focusing more on 
empowering and solving problems than delivering 
services 

Public 

© Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta 

Private 

Communitv 



PRINCIPLES OF REINVENTION 

Strive for catalytic government that concentrates 
on building local capacity (including development 
of human capital), mobilizing local residents, and 
supporting and providing resources to 
community efforts 

Establish a results-oriented government with the 
ability to measure and reward results. Atlanta 
recognizes that what gets measured is usually 
successfully completed 

Public 

Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta 

Private 

Communitv 



PRINCIPLES OF REINVENTION 
Work toward client-driven government, focusing on 
meeting the needs of the citizens, not the delivery 
agencies. Client-driven government tends to make 
service providers more accountable. 

The city believes client-driven systems are less 
wasteful, stimulate more innovation and create greater 
opportunities for equity. 

Public 

© Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta 

Private 

Communitv 



CITY OF ATLANTA REINVENTION S 
Mayoral Involvement 

• Create an effective, broadly representative 
Empowernnent Zone Corporation 
• Provide leadership to the corporation 
• Provide leadership for quick implementation based 

on the strategic plan 
• Insure success of overall operations, program 

monitoring and evaluation 
• Insure that residents will maintain an active roll in 

overall implementation 

Public > 

© Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta 

Pri^ate 

Communitv 



CITY OF ATLANTA REINVENTION 
Service Integration 

Establish a system of school based family 
service centers 

• This method of service delivery will meet self-
sufficiency/empowerment needs of individuals and 
families 

• Make sure that service integration is comprehensive 
and true partnerships are formed with leaders 
serving on implementing corporation 

• Reduce paperwork by creating standardized 
approaches for delivery of services from all partners 
to empowerment zone neighborhoods 

Public 

© Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta Communitv 



CITY OF ATLANTA REINVENTION 
Involvement of City Agencies 

Consolidate several existing city agencies into a 
unified Department of Housing and Community 
Development 
• Coordinate citizen participation in the code-

enforcement functions of various city departments 
• Form a Mayor's Empowerment Zone sub-cabinet to 

include all city departments with responsibilities for 
implementing the Strategic Plan 

• Work to insure Empowerment Zone Strategic Plan fits 
into overall city plans, consolidated plan and master 
plans for city neighborhood vitality efforts 

Public 

Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta 

Private 

Communitv 
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CITY OF ATLANTA REINVENTION 
Technology to Support Reinvention 

• Use of internet & Complete re-networking of city 
computer systems tied into the Empowerment 
Zone Corporation, Neighborhood Centers and 
Empowerment Zone Schools. 
• Computer Assisted Facilitation 
• Creation of Empowerment Zone Web page with 

networking capacity to connect with other Zones for 
sharing of imformation and best practices 

• Empower the zone by using the latest in technology 
for distance learning and interactive applications 

Public > 

Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta 

Pr iva te 

C o m m u n i t v 



CITY OF ATLANTA REINVENTION 
Performance-based Outcomes 

• Bench-marking of all priorities and 
strategies of the Strategic Plan 
• Focus on outputs over two years leading to out­

comes over the duration of the grant 
• Waiving and streamlining regulations and 

actions taken at City Council, State and Federal 
levels leading to quicker outcomes 

• Monitoring and evaluating performance as out­
puts are produced over time 

Public > 

Office of the Mayor City of Atlanta Communitv 



AXA WORLD RIDE'95 

AXA World Ride '95 promises to be one of the 
year's most spectacular and best publicized 
sporting events in the world. Disabled and able-
bodied athletes will unite and set out together 
on the most challenging cycling odyssey ever 
attempted. Two hundred athletes will rotate 
through the grueling 14 suge bicycle marathon 
covering almost 13,000 miles through 16 
covmtries. A core team of 6-8 athletes with 
disabilities, assembled from aroimd the world, 
win cyde the entire AXA World Ride route. 
Beginning in Atlanta on March 17,1995 and 
ending in Washington, DC, this 8 month quest 
will play to a true world stage. "PersoiK around 
the world will be touched by this great 
humanitarian event," states Honorary Chair, 
Greg LeMond. Now you have the opportunity 
to become directly involved. Pledge to sponsor 
the participants of AXA World Ride *95 and 
make a lifetime of difference. 

WORLD T.E JLWL SPORTS 

World T.E.A.M. Sports is the non-profit 
organization that is staging AXA World Ride 
'95. Who is World T.E.A.M. Sports? Adynamic 
national sports charity, fomded by Jim Benson, 
President of The Equitable, charted to provide 
greater access and opportunities for active 
sports-minded persons with disabihties. 
Through its innovative programs and planned 
events. World T.E.A.M. Sports sends a powerful 
social and educational message about self-worth 
and the value of athletic partidpation to disabled 
and able-bodied persons. The momentum of 
AXA World Ride '95 will help fuel the projects 
and programs of World T.EA.M. Sports to 
further integrate all peoples of the world 
through sport. Now you can help by 
contributing to World T.E.A.M. Sports. 

AXA WORLD RIDE '95 
ROUTE L I S U N G 

Stage 1 
The New Soutli 

Adanta, GA to Washington, D C. (651 niiles) 3/17-3/27 

Stage 2 
The Eastem Corridor to New England 

Washington, D.C. to Boston, MA (534 miles) 3/28-4/8 

Suge 3 
The Royal Route to France 

Shannon, Ireland to Paris, France (667 miles) 4/9-4/26 

Stage 4 
The Northem Route to Vienna 

Paris, France to Vienna, Austria (1,1 76 miles) 4/27-5/21 

Stage 5 
Eastem Europe to Russia 

Vienna, Austria to Moscow. RF (1,1 58 miles) 5/22-6/15 

Stage 6 
Across the Ural Mountains 

Moscow, RF to Celjabinsk. RF (1,1 79 miles) 6/16-7/4 

Stage 7 
Heart of Siberia 

Celjabinsk, RF to Novosibirsk, RF (992 miles) 7/5-7/23 

Suge 8 
The Mysterious Altai Mountains 

Novosibirsk, RF to Irkutsk, RF (1,121 miles) 7/24-8/15 

Stage 9 
The Steppes of Mongolia 

Irkutsk, RF to Ulaan Baatar, Mongoha (600miks) 8/ 1 6-8/27 

Stage 10 
Mongoha South Into China 

Ulaan Baaur to Beijing, PRC (931 miles) 8/28-9/15 

Suge 11 
Historical Japan 

Hiroshima to Tokyo, Japan (484 miles) 9/16-9/28 

Suge 12 
The Old West 

Los Angeles, CA to Sanu Fe, NM (920 miles) 9/29-10/1 2 

Suge 13 
The Great Plains 

Sanu Fe, NM to St.Louis, MO (1,1 76 miles) 10/13-10/30 

Suge 14 
The Heartland to Washington DC 

St. Louis, MOtoWashingon.D.C. (960miles) 10/31-11/18 

/ AAV 
W O R L D 
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AXA 
WORLD RIPE'95 

16 Countries 
8 months 

13,000 miles 

March 17-November 18, 1995 

'Your pledge sponsorship^^ 
can change a ufe forever." 



A X A W O R L D R I P E 95 SPONSOR F O R M 

' Infonnation: Pledges are based on participation, not mileage. 

Please print dearly. Sponsor names, addresses, and phone numbers are required for receipting purposes. 

Spoosoi's Name N W I i ^ Addraas, Cky, Slaia, Zip Phone Pledged Collsctod 

Example: Maiy Smith 123 Main Street, Anytown, NC 28203 704/55S-1111 $100 $100 

Thank you for your donation. In addition, you will receive the foUowing special gifts from World T.E.A.M. Sports: 
$25 - $49 Friend AXA World Ride '95 lapel pin and newsletter 
$50 - $99 T.E.AJvl.MATE AXA World Ride '95 4-color poster, lapel pin and newsletter 
$ 100 - $499 Coach AXA World Ride '95 t-shirt, poster, pin and newsletter 
$500 + Ambassador Guest invitation to Finale Dinner for AXA World Ride '95 in Washington, DC 

November 18, 1995, t-shirt, poster, and pin 

Neady print all information. 

Make checks payable to "AXA 
World Ride '95". 

' Sponsor yoinrself for $50 or 
$ 100 and yoiir other sponsors 
will follow your example. 

' CoUect pledges from fainily, 
friends and co-workers when 
you ask them to sponsor you. 

' Have your company match 
your personal contribution or 
total pledge amovmt. 

' World T.E.A.M. Sports is an 
established 501 (c) (3) and any 
contributions are charitable 
gifts to the extent the law 
aUows. Contributions over 
$75 wiU receive formal 
acknowledgment. 

• Hiotocopy your pledge form(s) 
before submission. This will 
be helpful if you need to make 
any foUow-ups. 

• Submit your total pledges prior 
to leaving for your stage to: 
World T.E.A.M. Sports, 1919 
South Bovilevard, Suite 100, 
Charlotte, NC 28203. 

D o NOT SEND C A S H . 

Sponsorship Levels 
$25 - $49 Friend 
$50 - $99 T.E.A.M.MATE 
$100-$499 Coach 
$500 + Ambassador 



W O R L D 
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World T.E.A.M. Sports 

1919 South Boulevard 

Suite 100 

Charlotte, NC 28203 

MEDIA UPDATE FOR AXA WORLD 1995 

MATERIALS RECEIVED BETWEEN 

THE DATES OF 

704-344-9030 

704-344-1552 FAX 
JULY 1 TO JULY 31, 1995 

SUBMITTED BY: 
ALAN TAYLOR COMMUNICATIONS 

July 31, 1995 



AXA World Ride -1 

Publication Market Date Circulation 

Fitness Magazine National JulyNAug. 840,000 

New York Daily News NY\U.S 7/16 1,000,000 

Kingstonian NH\U.S 7/8 3,900 

Philadelphia Daily News PA\U.S 7/7 205,000 

Ocean County Observer NJ\U.S 7/5 22,000 

Mvinster Express Ireland 6/30 18,500 

Vision Monday NYNU.S 6/26 19,818 

New Hampshire Nev̂ s (Front Page) NH\U.S 6/25 95,598 

Clonmel Nationalist Ireland 6/24 22,000 

Saratoga Springs NYNU.S 6/19 12,500 

Boomerang WYNU.S 6/18 22,000 

Casper Star Tribune WY\U.S 6/16 33,951 

Item SC\U.S 6/16 22,000 

Segodnja R.F 6/15 Unavailable 

Komsomolskaja Pravda R.F 6/15 3,400,000 

Izvestija R.F 6/15 800,000 

RuBland R.F 6/15 400,000 

Courier NY\U.S 6/8 8,000 

TOTAL PRINT IMPRESSIONS (CIRCULATION * 2.5 READERS) 17,313,167 



AXA World Ride - 2 

Television Market Date Audience 

ESPN 2 "Finish Line" National 7/6 650,000 

TOTAL BROADCAST AUDIENCE 650,000 



N 
O R 

COMMUNICATIONS 

MEDIA IMPRESSIONS GENERATED FROM MATERIAL RECEIVED 

FROM JULY 1 TO JULY 31, 1995 

17,963,167 

505 EIGHTH AVENUE . NEW YORK, NY 10018 • 212 714-1280 FAX 212 695-5685 
PUBLIC RELATIONS • SPECIAL EVENTS • PRODUCT PUBUCITY 
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(in­
cluding onehhand^d 
Agnes Kearpn)/>vho 
have beeri'bicycling the 
globe to higiillght the 
achievements of dis­
abled athletes, arrive in 
Los Angeles on Septem­
ber 29. They will then 
ride across 13 states be­
fore their November fin­
ish in Washington, D.C. 
Everyone is invited to 
join the core team for a 
day of serious cycling 
(up to 90 miles). For 
route information on the 
"AXA World Ride," call 
704-344-9030. • T h e 
American Cancer Soci­
ety is sponsoring 
"Wheels for America": 
Four cyclists are cross­
ing the country over the 
course of eight weeks, 
pausing for rallies in 32 
cities. For info, call 617-
437-1900. •FourEvian 
"Ride for the Wi ld" 
mountain-bike festivals 
are scheduled between 
now and September: 
Pros wil l be on hand to 
offer instruction to be­
ginners on up. Profits go 
to the World Wildlife 
Fund. Call 800-49-
CYCLE for more info. 

^ AMERICA 

Q̂̂ >\ove & povjer * sports sandals * low-fat BBQs 
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13,000-lllllLE 
WORLD TOUR 
No HANDICAP 
By RORY MCCARTHY 

FOR 16 VEARS of my 
life I could do every­
thing: play basketball, 

football, baseball. At age 17, 
I couldn't. I had to stop play­
ing sports, my love. Sudden­
ly it was a chore just to walk 
from one room to the next. 

I was diagnosed with se­
vere muscular atrophy. I 
lost use of my legs and much 
of my arms. I needed 
crutches to get around. But 
the disability didn't stop 
me. This disability, coupled 
with love and encourage­
ment, has shaped me into 
the strong person I am to­
day. In fact, I . now 41, never 
would have imagined my­
self touring the world on a 
three-wheel hand cycle, at 
12-15 miles an hour. 

I am overcoming my 
handicap by showing the 
entire world that nothing 
can stop me. I am one of six 
core cyclists (five of whom 
have physical disabilities) 
chosen to participate in a 
world tour. The event, AXA 
World Ride '95, consists of a 
13,000-mile odyssey. It be­
gan in Atlanta in March. It 
will conclude in November 
around the reflecting pool 
of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington. 

C u r r e n t l y , we have 
crossed the European Asian 
border, cycling more than 
3,000 miles toward our final 
destination. It is remark­
ably evident as we travel 
that our physical durability 
is making a lasting impres­
sion. We are educating and 
proving to others that any­
one can conquer a handi­
cap. 

The f e e l i n g of inner 
strength I now possess took 
time and nurturing to culti­
vate. Becoming physically 
disabled at such a young age 
was extremely traumatic 
for a boy at the height of my 
life. My world was shattered 
instantly, almost engulfing 
me as it collapsed. Dream­
ing of my athletic endeavors 
ofthe past forced me to take 
charge of my life, deter­
mined to overcome my dis­
ability and achieve happi­
ness. It was athletics that 
gave me self-esteem as a 
youth, and becoming handi­
capped did not ease this in­
ner hunger for competition. 
I still desired the challenge. 
I wanted to feel like a win­
ner. Given my muscular at-

enabled me to enter athletic 
events. 

Cycling with AX.\ World 
Wide as well as other tour 
races has given me a great 
feeling of accomplishment, 
helping to put that high val­
ue of self-esteem back into 
my life. I know now I can 
overcome any obstacle that 
life delivers. It is this strong 
feeling of self-worth I wish , 
to share with others having' 
similar turmoil as I once ex- . 
perienced. 

It is our goal to increase 
an awareness among all na­
tions regarding the dis- ' 
abled. One can easily take 
for granted the benefits pro-
vided within the United 
States for handicapped in­
dividuals. It is time other 
countries acknowledge the \ 
serious plight of the dis­
abled and what they can ac­
complish. 

The core group and the 
participants among the 14 
stages ofthe ride have vary­
ing degrees of physical and 
mental disabilities, ranging . 
from spinal-cord injuries to , 
visually and hearing-im- j 
paired athletes. The cour- \ 
age and determination dis­
played by these individuals 
is inspiring to all. They have 
made a commitment to cy­
cle an average of 70 miles 
per day through varied ter­
rain and weather climate. 
It's nothing short of amaz­
ing. 

We have been greeted in 
13 nations thus far with 
smiles and traditions. We 
have shown through this 
athletic event that the dis­
abled population can dem­
onstrate to the world that 
any feat can be accom­
plished. 

Ron/ McCarthy resides in 
Plainfield, N.J. AXA World 
Ride '95 is organized by 
Charlotte, N.C.-based World 
T.E..A..M. which develops ' 
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A 3,200-mil(e ... by hand 
B y X t n d a B r a n t l e y Cranted. he'safd. A Almost everv town we staved By Linda Brantley 
RCN Correspondent 

NEWTON — Independence Day 
held special meaning for Doug 
Ewing this year. He has Just re­
turned from handcycling over 
3.200 miles from Ireland to 
Russia during three stages of the 
AXA World Ride -95. 

His experiences, while pow­
erfully rewarding, have shown 
him first-hand how fortunate 
Americans are and how easily 
many things here are taken for 

granted, he^afd. 
~I feel very lucky to have what I 

have. I think living in this 
country Is easier in a lot of ways. . 
We don't have to struggle eveiy 
day to meet the biisic needs of 
life. We have education and other 
luxuries at our fingertips," Ewing 
noted. 

"It was an incredible experi­
ence. I most liked meeting people 
from all different coutitrles. We 
had 35 riders at each stage, with 
support people and team leaders. 

Almost every town we stayed in 
gave us a reception and we met 
many dignitaries and ofUcials 
and other disabled people from 
all walks of life," he said. 

Ewlng's pcirt of the trip tra­
versed Ireland, England. France. 
Germany Austria. Poland and 
Russia. The tour Is designed to' 
raise awareness and inclusion of; 
people with disabilities and to 
bring together the people of the ; 

See EWING, Page^ 



•rE^§^cyclist travel[Sj3-2(Ml,ginile& 
FromPage'Cme 
world. 

"Overall accessibility was ter­
rible. It seems to not be much of 
a priority in Europe. I hope the 
ride will help to provoke change. 
There are still places over there 
where their attitude is to hide 
disabled people away out of 
sight Oflen we would see them 
begging on the streets." Ewing 
said. 

"It was interesting to be in 
Europe on the 50th anniversary 
of the end of World War II. In 
some places we were likened to 
the liberators who came in after 
the war. except we were there on 
behalf of the disabled. 

"It was overwhelming to see 
the Impact we had on people and 
the magnitude of what we were 
doing, and. the impact the ride 
had on us as participants. I 
know I am a changed person 
because of it." he added. 

The ride drew media coverage 
across Europe, and Ewing was 

featured in articles as well l̂ais 
news broadcasts. He can be seen 
in two docimientaries made of 
the ride. 

The team even received en­
couragement from the White 
House. President Clinton wrote 
the athletes, "This athletic tour 
celebrates the indomitable hu­
man spirit. With commitment 
and hard work, all of you are 
demonstrating your ability to 
overcome great challenges and 
meet your goals. 

"As we seek to create a society 
of Independence and inclusion, 
we can gain inspiration from 
your discipline and determina­
tion. You can be proud of your 
efforts to bring the people of the 
world closer together through 
this exciting Journey across in­
ternational borders," Clinton 
wrote. 

The ride tumed out to be 
much more physically and emo­
tionally draining than E^ng ex­
pected, yet the riders al'wa}rs 
pulled through, afraid to miss 
out on anything. 

"I .Tiad" iT'wiy ttai^ 
leaving. I wanted to stay and fin­
ish the trip. I am thrilled that I 
have been asked to retum. I 
guess they felt I was making a 
contribution." Ewing said. Ewing 
will be retuming to the ride in 
Los Angeles, Cahf.. and will con­
tinue cross country with the 
team to the conclusion of the 
ride in Washington. D.C. 

His retum means he has to 
raise another $6,000 to continue ' 
the trip, so during the summer. ! 
besides trying to keep in shape. I 
he will be doing some major fund ; 
raising. Anyone Interested in 
helping him meet his financial 
goal can contact Ewing at 382-
8788. 

"What we all leamed. I guess, 
is that everyone has disabilities ' 
and barriers of some sort. Over 
there we were disabled by com- j 
munlcatlon. Some of us so badly 
wanted to talk, yet because of 
language barriers we couldn't. I 
guess the bottom line is while we 
all have barriers in life, those can-
be overcome through trial and 
effort." 
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How rare, competing for the love of it 
by Ray Didlnger 

Daily News Sports Writer 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — There 
actually were tennis matches 
played this week in which no 
players stormed off the court and 

. no umpires were assaulted. Hon­
est, there were. 

.There were ballgames in which 
the players ran out every ground 
ball. There were basketball games 
in which all the players sat in the 
timeout huddle and listened to 
the coach. 

There were track events in 
which the winners didn't have to 
take a drug test and the losers 
didn't file a protest. There was 
athletic competition between 
teams from different nations, but 
there was no political subtext. 

The Special Olympics World 
. Games, a nine-day festival for ath­

letes with mental retardation 
which closes Sunday, is a joyous 
event because it is sports in its 
purest form. It is about doing 
your best and having fun, regard­
less of the score. 

While baseball owners and 
players ĉ hoke on their own greed, 
while NBA millionaires and their 
agents rail against the players' 
union, while more fans tum away 
from sports in disgust, the Special 
Olympics offers reason to cheer. 
It sounds trite, but it is absolutely 
true. 

It is impossible to attend the 
World Games, which drew 7.200 
athletes from 140 nations, and not 
be moved. 

You cannot forget the sight of 
Panama's Thomas Murray playing 
basketball on one leg. Murray. 21. 
lost his left leg at the hip when be 
was struck by a train at age 7. He 
uses crutches off the court, but be 
leaves them on tbe bench when 
he plays ball. Still, Murray gets up 
and down the floor with everyone 
else. 

Walk past the bocce courts and 
you see a South African athlete, 
who IS black, hugging the coach, 
who is white. "Before this, the 
player wouldn't let the coach 
touch her, " said team director 
Gerti Rich, noting the lingering 
effect of apartheid. "Now when 
the athlete does well, she'll hug 
the coach. .\ lot of barriers are 
coming down." 

The same applies to public igno­

rance about retardation. At the 11 
unified sports, where athletes 
with mental retardation played 
on teams with ""partners'" who are 
not retarded, many spectators 
could not distinguish one from 
the other. Especially in softball, 
the players looked like a bunch of 
guys just having fun. 

There were no different rules, 
no fourth or fifth strikes for the 
"'special needs" athletes, no chari­
ty errors allowing runners to 
score. It was straight-up, every-
body-bats-and-fields, fast-pitch 
softball. The idea was to show the 
two groups, and those watching, 
they weren't so different, after 
all 

One tour of the venues makes 
you realize how little you knew 
about mental retardation. It is not 
a disease, nor is it a mental illness 
and its severity ranges from mild 
to profound. Ninety percent of the 
7.S million people in the United 
States with mental retardation 
fall into the "mild"" category and 
in many respects are indistin­
guishable from the rest of society. 

It is stunning the first time you 
see a Special Olympics athlete ran 
the 100 meters in 11 seconds flat, 
as Lee Morrison, of North Caro­
lina, did this week. Or when you 
see powerlifter Thomas Edmond. 
a 165-pounder from Louisiana, 
hoist 450 pounds on his shoulders 
and dead-lift 60S pounds. 

Lowell Weicker, the former 
governor of Connecticut, talked 
about going to a soccer game and 
seeing players heading the ball 
into the net and scissor-kicking 
the ball over tbeir beads, skills 
you normally associate with a 
World Cup match. 

Said Weicker: "It strikes home 
when you realize that only 30 
years ago. most uf these people 
would have been in Ihe corner of 
an institution somewhere." 

Daniel Gallagher. 26. of Lans-
dale. Pa., was born with Down 
syndrome, but he took part in the 
10-kilometer bicycle race. He has 
competed in other races up to 40 
kilometers and in October, he will 
take part in International World 
Ride •9S.v/ 

In World Ride. Gallagher will 
race irom LOS nngeies to Santa Fe. 
N.M., averaging 80 miles a day for 
two weeks. If you are wondering 
about his stamina, don't. He ran 

N.Y.'s Jolanda FIgueroa (15), Honduras' 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Doris 0. Ponce battle 

the Philadelphia Distance Run 
this year and covered the 13 1 
miles in two hours. 

"If tbere is one thing I've heard 
over and over this week, it is: 
"Gee, I never knew they could do 
this,''" said Tim Shriver, director 
of the 199S World Games and son 
of Eunice Shriver. who founded 
the special Olympics in 1963. 

"We built a stage, but it's the 
athletes who got up on that stage 
and knocked people's socks off 
with their performance. 1 feel a 
huge percentage of people I at­
tending! have been changed in a 
profound way. If we have a lega­
cy. I hope that's it: a new level of 
understanding th j l will grow in 
people Howard retarded ci i i -
zensl."" 

The Olympic ideal of honest 
competition and pride in partici­

pation still exists here. The Olym­
pic Games lost this quality years 
ago. That's not to say these ath­
letes don't want to win — they do 
— but they do nol define this 
experience on a sliding scale of 
gold, silver and bronze. 

A gymnast who struggles to do 

one handstand gets as much ap 
plause as one who does a backfli: 
from the uneven bars The Ne'.' 
Mexico basketball team, made u: 
of Navajo Indians, still was hu.-
tling in Ihe final minute of a 4~ 
point loss to the Dominican RL 
public These games are aboii 
striving. 

Example: Loretta Claiborne, iv 
York. Pa. Now 41, she was bon 
blind in one eye and did not wall 
until she was 4 Doctors urged he: 
mother lo put her in an instit\ 
l ion, but she refused, evci 
Ihough Loretta had lo repeat boii 
first and second grades 

Surgery restored the sight ii 
Loretta s eye and in high school 
she discovered she had a gift [m 
running. Today, she is an accom 
plishcd marathon runner with 2." 
races to her credit, includini^ ̂  
3:0.1 finish in the 1982 Boston Mar 
athon 

It was Claiborne's idea to atic 
the marathon to the Special Olym­
pics World Games this year, al­
though she will not compete du>. 
to a nonmalignant stomach lu 
mor. She signed up for bowlinL 
instead and averaged 165 for hei 
first three games. 

Claiborne has a fourth degrei-
black belt in karate and is fluen: 
in Russian and Spanish. At thu 
opening ceremony Saturday, shu-
was selected to introduce Presi 
dent Clinton to a crowd of 70,00(i 
al Yale Bowl, an honor that she 
said sent chills down her spine. 

However, Team Pennsylvani:i 
director Jane Lewis said Clai 
bome does not seek personal ai 
tention. "She doesn't want to be 
put on a pedestal," Lewis said. 
"She just wants people to knou 
our athletes are the same as ev-
er)'one else." • 
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i\/icCartiiy continues to roll along on Russian soil 
no-':. CA 
Rory McCarthy continues to roll. 
The 1972 Point Pleasant Boro High / 

School graduate is an entrant in World 
Ride '95, a 12,370-mile around-the-planet 
CTcling event involving an intemationai 
neld of disabled and able-bodied athletes. 

Now a Bath, Maine resident, McCarthy 
iB a victim of progressive muscular 
atrophy of the legs. Operations to try to 
correct his illness connned him to a 
wheelchair at the age of 17. McCarthy 
haa been using crutches for the past '20 
years. 

McCarthy hand-cycled his way across 
America during the summer of '93. The 
4,150-mile ride began on the West Coast 
and ended on the East Coast 58 days lat­
er. 

McCarthy and friends will travel 
12,370 miles during their latest trip. 

So far, the group has covered 5.200 
miles, according to McCarthy's brother. 
Glen, a Point PTeaaa'it Boro resident. 

.̂ s the group entered Moscow, a brass 
band struck up the welcoming chords of 
" I Could Have Danced All Night." A 

Chris 
Christopher 

group of dusty cyclers who pedaled their 
way to the Ukraina Hotel found the mood 
more than cordial in a city not known for 
being cyclist friendly. 

"This is a great way to see the world 
and meet people," McCarthy told the 
Moscow Times. 

McCarthy is one of seven cyclists to 
ride the entire course — through the 
Altai mountains, across the steppes of 
Mongolia, along the Great Wall of China 
and back through America's heartland. 

He cycles with the help of a specially-
fitted bicycle powered by his arms. 

McCarthy and his fellow riders arrived 
in Moscow after a three-week trip from 
Vienna, their arms and faces speckled 
with the black soot of Moscow's streets. 
Many other cydisU — disabled and able-
bodied — who had joined them for that 
leg of the trip were already gearing up 
for an emotional farewell when they 
waved goodbye to the group. 

In Moscow, other cyclists will join the 
group to travel to Chelyabiiisk and from 
there into the heart of Siberia. 

•TVell spend the next 74 days traveling 
through Russia," McCarthy said. 

An electrical engineer. McCarthy 
celebrated his 41st birthday June 19 
after cycling through Nizny Novgorod, 
Russian Federation, about 250 miles east 
of Moscow. 

With the help of a Russian cycler who 
accompanied the group from Vienna, 
McCarthy has already prepared a few 
choice Russian expressions to hobnob 

with the natives. 
Aside from the very useful Ya tebya 

lyublyu. which means " I love you." 
McCarthy also knows how to say, "You've 
got lovely legs," and ""Kiss me,' with 
barely a trace of an accent. 

World Ride '95 is backed by a large se-
curity torce. 

"In Russia, they hired four ex-KGB 
agents — armed guards — to help the 
group get through Russia," said Glen 
McCarthy. "It's pretty serious stuff. "In 
Mongolia, they received an escort trom its 
national army. They cycled 600 miles on 
dirt roads through Mongolia with moun­
tain bike tires on their bikes." 

World Ride '95 began in Atlanta on 
March 17. It will finish in Washington. 
D C . on Nov. 18. McCarthy will be joined 
during the event's final stages by his 
brother, a 1973 Point Boro graduate. 

Rory McCarthy was honored at a 
preride reception at the United Nations. 
He and his fellow cyclists will be honored 
by President Clinton at a White House 

reception after they reach Washington. 
McCarthy is in need of encouragement. 

Write him at P 0. Box C, Rnry McCarthy, 
Point Pleasant, 08742. 

"Mail will be forwarded to him in 
Russia," said McCarthy. "He won't haye a 
chance to respond as communication is 
very tough. This is a bid to try to 
surprise him with some mail." 

The group has received inspiration 
from Dennis Byrd, the former New York 
Jets player who's making steady recovery 
from a paralyzing injury suffered in a 
game two seasons ago. 

The ex-ofTensive lineman, an Oklahoma 
native, presented the group a good luck 
charm — a leather pouch filled with 
Oklahoma soil. 

Bvrd said he carried the pouch 
throughout his career and rehabilitation 
and that he'd never parted with it before, 
rhe cyclists promised to retum the pouch 
to Byrd after the ride. 

On the ride's medical staff is Dr. Brian 
Halpem. who maintains a practice in 
Bnck. 
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AXA World Ride 1995, an 
around-the-world, eight-
month cycling challenge 
involving disabled athletes 
commenced in March in 
Atlanta, Georgia. This global 
journey, covering 13,000 
miles, serves to showcase the 
abilities of exceptional 
athletes. A core group of I 
thirty five participants make ' 
up each of the fourteen stages ! 
of the Ride including seven -
six disabled and one able-
bodied - athletes attempting 
to complete the entire trip. 
Countries included in AXA 
World Ride 1995 are 
America, Ireland, United 
Kingdom, France, Belgium, 
Netherlands, Germany, 
Czech Republic, Austria,' 
Poland, Belarus, Russia, 
Mongolia, Kazakhstan, 
China and Japan. World 
T.E.A.M. (The exceptional 
athlete matters) Sports was 
to encourage, promote and 
develop opportuniues for 
persons disabilities to partici­
pate in lifetime sports activ­
ities. Established in 1993 
World T.E.A.M, Sports is 
dedicated to making sports 
training, participation and 
fellowship available to 
disabled or "exceptional" 
athletes. 

World T.E.A.M, Sports is 

conducting AXA World Ride 
1995 in order to raise aware­
ness for the capabilities of 
people with disabilities on a 
global scale. Additionally, the 
organisation has three current 
initiatives; planning and 
development of a recreational 
camp for young people with 
disabilities in conjuction with 
Board Members and former 
American star sportsman, 
Dennis Byrd; developing 
advertising and marketing 
programmes for the 1996 
Paralympic Games to be 
held in Atlanta, Georgia; 
and initiating a grassroots 
programme that highlights 
the abilities of disabled indi­
viduals through cycling which 
will serve as the prototype for 
additional programmes devel­
oped in running, swimming, 
climbing and tennis. 

The Worid ride team of 
seven arrived in Ireland at 
Shannon Airport on the 
third of the fourteen stages 
and cycled to Dublin where 
they were given an ofTicial 
welcome by President 
Robinson at Aras an 
Uachtarain, 

Carrick's Billy Kennedy, 
President of the Irish Cycling 
Federation attended the 
reception at Shannon and 
accompanied the participants 
on the journey from Shannon 
to Dublin, Billy paid tribute 
to Michael Burke, Clonmel 
Precision Engineering, who 
repaired a specialised bike 
•for one of the riders. 

The riders are currently in 
the heart of Siberia, and the 
ride w i l l conclude in 
Washington on the 18th 
November. Greg LeMond, 
threetime winner of the Tour 
de France, is serving as 
Honorary Chair for AXA 
World Ride 1995, 
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Reebok Assists AXA World Ride '95 
Sponsor of the 246-day cvcling journey around the world 

CRANFORD, N,J.—Reebok 
Eyewear is sponsoiing ttie 
AXA World Ride '95. a 
246-day cycling journey 
around the world that 
involves both able-bodied 
and disabled athletes. 

The event kicked off in 
Atlanta on March 17, and is 
due to end on November 
18 in Washington. D.C. 

The worldwide event is 
a collaboration aimed to 
allow these special athletes 
to build confidence, and 
enjoy the thrill of sport 
and competition in this 
global adventure. 

Reebok Eyewear is supplying the 
seven "core riders" with eyewear. 
These individuals are accomplished 
athletes with various backgrounds 
from all pan.s of the countrv, who 
are attempting to complete the entire 
12,635-mile route. Other participants 
and volunteers are being fumished 

Reebok Eyewear is sponsoring the AXA World Ride '95 and is 
providing "core riders" with "Turbo." its best-selling shield, and 
"Game Day 1." 

with eyewear as well, as ihe\' com­
plete their portion of iht- l-4-sta,uc 
trek that spans 15 cotintries. 

Two sport-specific st\'les from the 
Game Day collection will Ix" worn bv 
the cyclists. "'Ttirbo. " Reebok Eve-
wears best.selling shield, addresses 
cyclists' aero(.lvnaniic riding posi­

tions. It provides visibility' 
above the nose grip. 
"Game Day \" features an 
interchangeable .shield and 
is .sold with a high-visibil­
ity yellow replacement 
lens. The large shield de­
sign ensLires excellent pro­
tection from all sides. Both 
st\ les are extremely light­
weight and have silicone 
adjtistable nose grips to 
improve fit and stability at 
high speeds. 

Television coverage of 
this event will include a 
90-minute documentary 
special on Thanksgiving 

Dav. Nov. 23. 1995, from 2:30 to A 
p.m.. E.'̂ T; four segnients. approxi-
mateh' 15 minutes each, airing on 
live oil Sports. CBS's weekend sports 
anthology show. Two episodes have 
run already; others are tentatively 
scheduled for .-August 20 and Octo-
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A Makes an 'Amazing' Journey 
t;:; Doof'Ew^nS of Kingston has been confined, 
. ' to a wheelchair since a 1986 accident, but he -
v has no boundaries. He has been a part of 
^ something that "celebrates the indonutable 
human spirit." the AXA World Ride '95. He h 

Imerely hwdcycled 3,200 nules across the 
"iflritish Isles to Russia - ' X — • .- ••• 
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Disabled Kingston Man Takes 
'Amazing' Journey on Handcycle 
By JOHN HART 
Sunday News Corrssponderlt 

KINGSTON — Riding a hand-
cycle more than 3,200 miles 
aa the British Isles and on to 
Russia was an "amazing experi­
ence" for Doug Ewing, 

"There are memories that will 
be with me forever," said Ewing, 
who has been restricted to a 
wheelchair since a 1986 accident. 

Ewing was a participant in 
stages 3, 4 and 5 of the 13,000-
mile AXA World Ride '95. 

His memories include "a cou-
ple of cycling crashes" because of 
rough roads, "but nothing serious 
other than soreness of the neck 
for a while. 

"Moscow isn't exactly a biker 
friendly town, but we were greet­
ed with a better than cordial re­
ception," Ewing said, recalling 
how the 35 cyclists — able-bodied 
and disabled — were greeted as 
they rolled down the city's streets 
June 13. A brass band played " I 
Could Have Danced All Night," 
and the cyclists were later feted 
at a reception in the Ukranian 
Hotel 

Ewing said he is not likely to 
forget celebrating his 40th birth­
day — on Flag Day — with his 
twin brother, Mark, who flew to 
Moscow for a dinner cruise. 

Other memories include meet­
ing with officials of various coun­
tries and visiting other disabled 
individuals. 

AXA World Ride '95 — spon­
sored by World Team Sports in 
Charlotte, N.C. — began March 17 
in Atlanta for a group of 200 
handicapped athletes and other 
volunteer participants. 

Ewing joined the group in 
Providence, R.I., for a cycling trip 
to Boston and a subsequent April 
8 flight to Shannon, Ireland. 

In February, Ewing was accept­
ed by AXA to participate in three 
of the 14 stages of the worldwide 

Ewing proudly displays a copy 
of a letter that President Clinton 
sent to the cyclists during their 
stop in Bangor, Wales, In his 
April 13 message, Clinton wrote: 
"The bike tour celebrates the in­
domitable human spirit. With 
commitment and hard work, all 
of you are demonstrating your 
ability to overcome great chal­
lenges to meet your goals. As we 
seek to create a society of inde­
pendence and inclusion, we gain 
inspiration from your discipline 
and determination. You can be 
proud of your efforts to bring 
people of the world closer togeth­
er through this exciting journey 
across intemationai boundaries." 

Riding a handcycle over long 
distances is not a new experience 
for Ewing. In the summer ol 
1993, he traveled about 4,000 
miles in 58 days — from Seattle 
to Rye — to raise funds for North­
east Passage, an organization 
that deals in sports and recrea­
tion programs for the disabled. 

'Taking part in the AXA Worid 
Ride '95 has been a challenge and 
a great opportunity to show the 
world that people with disabili­
ties can participate in sports and 
recreation," Ewdng said. 

John Hart Photo 
DOUG EWING of Kingston, who has used a wheelchair since suf­
fering an accident In 1986, Illustrates a special handcycle, like the one 
he used on his recent |oumey of about 3,200 miles from Shannon, 
Ireland to Moscow where he celebrated his 40th birthday on June 14 
wKh his twin brother Mark. 

cycling event. A core group of se­
ven riders, six disabled, are at­
tempting to circumnavigate the 
globe, journeying through 16 Eu­
ropean and Asian countries along 
the way. At different stages, that 
core group is joined by other cy­
clists like Ewing. 

AXA notified Ewing Friday af­

temoon that he been accepted to 
cycle with the group in Septem­
ber from Los Angeles to Wash­
ington, D.C, for the final leg. The 
journey will end Nov. 18 in Wash­
ington with an expected meeting 
with President Clinton. 

But to participate, Ewing says 
he needs to raise $6,000, 
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Around-the-world 
1995 

AXA World Ride 1995, an 
around-the-worid, ei^t month 
cycling challenge involving 
disabled athletes commenced 
in March in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Theglobal journey, covering 
13,000miles, serves to showcase 
tht abilities of exceptional 
athletes. 

A core group of 35 
participants make up each of 
the fourteen stages of the ride 
including — sue disabled and 
one able-bodied — athletes 
attempting to complete the 
entire trip. Countries included 
in AXA World Ride 1995 are 
America, Ireland, United 
Kingdom, France, Belgium, 
Netherlands, Gennany, Czech 
Republic, Austria, Poland, 
Belanis, Russia, Mongolia, 
Kazakhstan, China and Japan. 

World T.E.A.M. (The ex­
ceptional Athlete matters) 
Sports was created to en­
courage, promote and develop 
opportunities for persons witn 
disabilities to participate in 
lifetime sports acdvities. 

Established in 1993, World 
T.E.A.M. Sports is dedicated 
to making sports 'training, 
participation and fellowship 
available to disabled or 
"exceptional" athletes. 

World T.E.A.M. Sports is 
conducting AXA World Ride 
1995 in or̂  1- to raise 
awareness for : capabilities 
of people with uisabiUties on a 
global scale. Additionally, the 
organisation has three current 
initiatives: pianninganddewlop-
ment of a recoe&tional camp 
for young people with dis­
abihties in conjunction with 
board members and former 
American star sportsman, 
Dennis Byrd; developing 
advertising and marketing 
programmes for the 1996 
Paraolympic Games to be 
held in Atlanta, Georgia; and 
initiating a grassroots pro­
gramme that highlights the 
abilities of disabled in­
dividuals through cycling 
which will serve as the 
prototype for additional pro­
grammes developed in running, 
swiinming, climbing and tennis. 

TheWorld ride team of 
seven arrived in Ireland at 
Shannon Airport on the third 
of the fourteen stages and 
cycled to Dublin where they 
were given an oQldal welcome 
by Resident Robinson at 
Aras an Uachtarain. 

Carrick's Billy Kennedy, 
president of the Irish Cycling 
Federation attended the recep­
tion at Shannon and accom­
panied the participants on the 

journey'̂ 'from f Shannon to 
DublitL Billy paid tribute to 
KGchad Burke, Oonmiel Rneci-
sion Engineering.' who re­
paired a specialised bike for 
one ofthe riders. : 

The riders are currently in 
the heart of Siberia, and the 
ride will conclude in Washing­
ton on the 18th November. 
Greg Lemond, three-time 
wiimer of the Tour of France, 
u serving as honorary chair 
for AXA World Ride 1995. 



n the ride 
of a lifetime 

Photo provided 
CRUISING — Ballston Spa resident Agnes Kearon is one of seven hand­
icapped cyclists taking a worldwide bicycle ride, which started in March and 
will finish in November. 

Ballston Spa's Agnes 
Kearon is making a 
worldwide bike tour 

By WARREN ALBER 
Siafi Writer 

BALLSTON SPA - When Agnes 
Kearon talks about her teen-age 
years, she admits she was never 
much of an athlete, definitely not one 
you would expect to make an eight-
month bicycle ride around the world. 

Three months and 4,787 mUes into 
World Ride '95̂ . the Ballston Spa resi­
dent is more than one third of tiie way 
through one of the toughest chal­
lenges of her 36-year-old life. 

"I'm so happy to be a part of this," 
Kearon said via telephone from the 
Czech Republic. "This is so different 
than anything I've ever done.'' 

It is different from anything anyone 
has done before. 

World Ride '95 is a 14-stage, 13,112-
mile bicycle ride around the world 
with a catch: all of the riders — in­
cluding the seven core riders — are 
disabled. World Ride is a cycling tour 
designed to bring the abilities of the 
disabled to the forefront. 

Life threw a huge challenge at Kea­
ron 14 years ago, when a car accident 
paralyzed her left arm. For many, a 
disability like Kearon's would be tiie 
crutch used to reft'ain from athletic 
activiUes, like cycling. 

But Kearon has tumed her "physi­
cal obstacle" into a soapbox for the 

disabled, refusing to let it stop her 
from enjoying life. She started riding 
after her accident, and she now excels 
at cycling. 

Kearon has participated in numer­
ous bicycle races in the last two years 
and attended the U.S. Disabled Sports 
Team development camp at the U.S. 
Olympic Training Center in Colorado. 

In March, she was selected as one 
of World Ride's core riders. 

"What makes this a challenging 
event is that it is not all biking," Kea­
ron said. " I thought the cycling would 
be the challenging part of this, but it's 
not. The challenge is living with a 
group of 20 people for 8 montlis and be 
an ambassador to send this message 
to the world that we can do this." 

The tour just entered its sixth of 14 
stages, arriving in the Russian town 
of Nijni Novgorod — 180 miles from 
Moscow in the heart of the former So­
viet Union — this moming, the 94th 
day of the ride that started March 17 
in Atlanta. 

Only the seven core riders have 
completed the first five stages, cover­
ing 4,878 miles. At the beginning of 
each stage, approximately 20 more 
riders are added only for that stage. 
The group occasionally adds one-(ky 
riders. 

World Ride started in Atlanta and 
traveled north through Washington, 
D.C, into New York and New En­
gland before flying from Boston to 
Europe, where they rode through Ire­
land and England before crossing the 
English Channel into France. 

The cvclists rode through France, 
Brussels, Belgium, Rotterdam, 
. / PI BKE, page 4C 
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Amsterdam, Germany, Austria, 
the Czech Republic and Poland 
before entering the former So­
viet Union. 

Still in front of the riders is Si­
beria, Mongolia, China and 
Japan before they fly back to 
Los Angeles for a cross-country 
trek back to Washington, D.C. 

"The tour has had its ups and 
downs, and it not just in the 
hills," Kearon jokes. "There 
have been some tough times, but 
ttie last stage (Stage 5) has been 
really good. 

"The biggest issue I've had to 
deal with is the wide abilities of 
the riders. I was expecting to be 
riding faster. There are not 
enough days where we ride fast. 
A lot of days during (Stage 4) we 
were just a parade. There was a 
parapalegic riding with us, and 

eat weird 
foods, the days last 
from 7a.m. to 11 
p.m. But it's worth 
it. I'm seeing all 
kinds of stuff I just 
wish we had more 
time to spend in 
each city.' 

— Agnes Kearon, 
World Tour rider 

he was a really nice guy, but his 
ability was far below that of the 
rest of us." 

That has been alleviated in the 
more-recent stages as the tour 

has broken into groups that ride 
to their abilities. 

"Every day there are new 
things to see and it is inspiring," 
said Kearon, for whom the tour 
has become somewhat routine. 
"Each stage there is energy 
from the new group." 

The day starts for the cyclists 
around 7 a.m. They ride, arrive 
at their hotel or campsite, wash 
their riding clothes, bathe and 
keep tiieir unpacking to as little 
as possible, because thev are 
only going to pack it up and start 
over the next day. 

"It's hard on us," Kearon said. 
"We eat weird foods, the days 
last from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. We 
ride during the day, eat dinner, 
usually have a reception, and do 
wash. Day after day. Even on 
our rest days we are busy. 

"But it's worth it. I'm seein{ 
all kinds of stuff. I just wish w* 
had more time to spend in eac 
city." 
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Laramie cyclist prepares 
for AXA World Ride '95 
by Boomerang staff 

While Siberia coqjtires op pictures of a ooki, bleak, and vdn^^ 
combvade, Urane's Amber Ttavfty wiD see Ea- isradf just wb̂  the 
place has to offer. 

Sbe plans to do it fram OK seat of a bicycle. 
Gn 5, Tinvd^ begin her 1,000 mile trek thnwgb the the beâ  

StbBia fal the dty of Odjalm^ GD the edge of the Ural Mountaiu. Ha-
1fare».wedc ride paraDds the Tran»Siberia Raflraad, gang ttorngta the 
dty of ODdc and colmfaiatfaig in NovofiOirî  tbe l a i ^ aty in Siberia, 
wlQ) o?er one mflUoD dtizenL 

Tiavdcy, aloog with aix ndeis from the and two from Mdscmr. 
win be partldpatlDg In one stage of the AXA Wcrid Ride "95, an anxnii^ 
mU. eight mcnb cyding cbaDcDge. These nine 
seven gdists who an! attwTtprinĝ tocetnplete the 

Itae ride kidced off (n Saint Pabidc's D«y in AllaDtB, Ga. and wiD e^ 
Uve dagrs before Hankagiviiig ic Washington, D.C. The uiiqiK aqieil d 
this eveiA askfe hrin astoBidtaî  faoedfSKxd time frame, Is the £ ^ 
that an ol the core riden and neatly half of fte stage riders bave physical 
(fisabifities. 

Par̂ ifegics, aô NitMS, and victims of cecdnl pal^ and multiple sd^ 
rods are among the afldetes. A total cf m cycDsts from 15 natioDs w(D 
partfcyate in the 14̂ age AXA Worid Ride "SS tint nin travel through 15 
C0Dntzic& 

"RMS is a VBC7 special evQit," said Ttavdy. includes the partia-
potian of both disabled and aU&tedy athletes. lUls Is a team eOcKt. ThiK 
of OB parliĉ Mtiog in stage rides ifin do our best to offer motivatioo aod 
eocoiingBziat to the ooce ridets. Ibeir e£Eoit is astmishing, especially 
ĝ ren that three of the core riders are cinding the ̂ ofae CD hanicTdes. My 
personal goal is to manage tD keep ID with them." 

Tm core rklcxs arc &iin tiwRod^ Mountain West — Steve Adiv-
man from Fori OoDins and Bex Patidi of En̂ ewood, Oolo. Aidierman 
was b a car aoddent in 1SB7 wfak:b left a peraplî ic Be vriD cover file 
neaifa Bi,nnn milm monga handeyde. 

I m imt IVtvaky's first bicyling evoit other, having 0^ 
'lUdie AlOBid ̂ ôming''tenn. (>ie year die flniated tbe 500 mile tide in 
spite of a tnkea cdlar bone and a had cax i<''road rash," caused by a 
spectacular craA half ŵ y tfarcugh the tour. 

Greg LemoDd, Ulŵ Uue wmoer of the Tour De Fianoe, is bmorary 
dair for the AXA Worid Riife'8S. AXA World Ride'96 hffi hem milennit-
ten by te AXA Grocp, the secoiid largest insuranoe cvnpany in France, 
and organized by Worid TJLA3L (llie Ezceptiinal Athlete Mattos) 
^mrts, Inc., a nwvpnrfit ?inwtwir !Jirtti nrgantratlffn iMnttê  to Tnufcirg 
aporte training, paifripaticn and Mlowdup availaUe to disaUed or "ex-
oqjtloMl"alUetes. 
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I WorU Ri^^ participant 
Eleanor Hogg of Charlotte, N.C, and formerly of 

Sumter will bicycle 2,652 miles from Novosibirsk, 
Russian Federation, to Bejing, China, from July 24 
to Sept 15 as a participant in AXA World Ride '95. 

AXA Worlri RiHp 'Q.s is an around-the-world 
bicycle tour involving both disabled and able-bod­
ied athletes. The ride began in Atlanta March 17 
and will conclude in Washington. D.C, Nov. 18. 
More than 200 people will participate in this 14-
stage effort to bicycle some 12,000 miles through 15 
countries. 

The event is being made possible by a group of 
intemationai sponsors committed to increasing 
opportunities for disabled athletes. These spon­
sors include title sponsor The AXA Group, a global 
financial services company headquartered in Par­
is, as well as The Equitable, Reebok. Shimano, 
Fiiji, Ramada Inn, and Scott Paper of Europe. 

By participating in the event, Hogg will help 
WTS further its goal of encouraging and support­
ing disabled athletes in their efforts to participate 
in lifetime sports. 

Hogg is the daughter of Walter and Julie Hogg 
of Sumter. •J 
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Laramie cyclist 
trains for Sibem̂ vA 

CASPER - CycUst Am3?r=^ 
Travsky of Laramie will be one of 
nine riders who will begin a 1,000-
mile trek throught the heart of 
Siberia on July 5. Travsl̂ ,̂ six 
other Americans and two cycUsts 
from Moscow will join one leg of 
AXA WnriH Rar-P, a 14-stage event 
tl̂ at runs around the world. 
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BoKpyr CBera B HHeajiNAHOii KonflCKe 
•.PoKpyr, MHpa-95» — Tax Haasanii CBOHD KpyrocBer-

Ky cnopTCMeHbi-HHBajuuibi H3 CIllA, KOTopue Ha KO-
jwcicax H BCjiocHneiiax co6HpaiOTCfl o6orHyTb acMHOii 
map. CraproBaB 17 Mapra B CTOAHue 6yiiymeH ncTHeft 
OjiHMnHaau ATJiairre, ynacTHHicM Be;ionpo6era yc-
ncumo npeo;io;ie;iH yace He ojiny TUCHMy KWIOMCTPOB 
H BjiaronoJiyHHO npHGujiH a MocKBy. 

— PoCCHflCKHti 3Tan tlBJIOeTCfl CaMUM npOTJUKCH-
HUM H TpyilHUM, yHHTUBail BaiUH flOpOFH, — rOBOpHT 
pyKOBOflHTCJib npoSera CTHB VHanaHa, - HO MU no-
crapaeMcfi Bbuepxarb ero c wecTbio. V Bac cepaevaie 
jnoiiH, H MU 3HaeM, vto B uiynae Heo6xo2HMOCTH OHH 
HEM noMoryr Bhi6psnc« H3 JDOSOTO ;ia;Ke caMOix) rpy-
jworo nadojKeHHS. 

HaJibHcftuiHii Mapmpyr no POCCHH - RO Baftxana. 

SaTCM MoHromu, KMiaii, flnoHwi H orryaa - K poii-
HUM 6eperaM AMCPHKH. «<l)HHHUiHpyeM MW nepes 246 
men 18 H0fl6p)i B BauiHHrroHe Boine Btnoro iioMa», -
roBopHT r-H VHinaHfl. 

OmpaBJUwcb B cronb nam,Hiffi Mapmpyr, nyreiuecT-
BeHHMKH He CTaBKm nepea co6oti KaKHX-ro caepxtec-
TCCTBCHHUX, peKopiiHux 3aaaH. «ZLi}i Hac BajKHO 6ujio 
CKopce o&bCimHHTb noiio6Hux HEM jirojiefl, - jastsnsi-
WT opraHHaaTopu npo6era. — B cociase KOMaHuu — 
7 HCJiOBeK. OcrajibHue npHcocAHHinoTCH K HBM no ny-
TH. NIHOFHC H3 Hac norepnjDi woposbe, HO npn STOM 
He yrpaTHnH Bcpu, Koropan ceroiuu TOK BCCM Heo6xo-
jiHMa, HToCu c onTHMH3MOM uiaraTb no ;KH3HH>. 
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AXA WORLD RIDE 19£5 

KOMSOMOLSKAJA FRAVD. 

3TO Bonecnas Sattsex m Dontr-
UIH, OAMH M3 yHaCTHHKOB KpyrO-
CBWiHoro Miionpo6era cnoprcMe-
HOB-MHBanHAOB «BOKpyr MMpa -
95». TopwecTBeHHM Hx Bcrpesa 
OSCTonnacb snepa y rocTMHMUM 
•YKpaMHao B MocKBB. Hpoder 
era pro Ban 17 Mapra a AT/iairre, 
Bcaro • HSM ysacTBysT OKO/IO 30 
Me/ioBOK. OAHaKO sacb nyrb npo-
TRwaHHOCTbio 12370 MH/ib npoeflyr 
Bcaro caiwpo oreaMNbix, B TOM 
HHCfie ABB MBHIMMHU. 



BoKpyr CBGTa — Ha UHBa/iMAHbix Be/iociineAax 
reoprHH CTEHAHOB, 
«H3BeCTHfl» 

Mx luecTepo — aMepHKaHCKHx 
HHaafiHAOB, nocTaBHaiuHx i^enbio 
06116x376 BOKpyr CBera Ha aeno-
CHneAax cneuManbHOH KOHcrpyK-
UfiH, ynpasniieMbix pynaMH. Ha 
06blMHblX, AByXKOneCHblX, 3a HHMM 
c/ieAyior apan K9rpHH POCHKB H 
rpynna conpoawKfleHMn. «Kpyro-
CBcrHbiH Benonpo6er AXA-95> — 
TBK HasbtBserca aro 6ecnpHMep-
Hoe no MyNcecrsy AeticrBO, y4a-

CTHHKM KOToporo npH6binH 
MocKBy. 

Crapr 6bin AaH 17 Mapra a Ar -
naHTe, 4>HHHUI — 18 Hoabpa a Ba-
uiMHrroHe. BenoMapa^oHuaM 
npeACTOMT npoexarb OKono 20000 
KM no 16 c rpanaM. riosaAM — 
BocTOHHoe no6epe>Kbe CLUA, Ea-
pona , anepeAM — AOpora o r 
MocKBbi AO MpKyrcKa, A^nee — 
MoHronHB, KxraH, 5lnOHH5< H BHOBb 
AMepHKa o r Jloc-AHAxceneca AO 
BauiHHrTOHa. B MocKBy OHM npH-
6binH npXMHKOM M3 BeHbl. 

Ha poAHHe uiecrepo BMepuKaK-
t^B AaBHO ytacTByioT a copesHoaa-
HHXX HHSanMAOB. POHHH MpBMH, HB-
npuMep, AsyKpaTHbiH MCMnHOH 
CLJJA cpcAH yrparHBuiHx noABHW-
HOCTb. (20 ner naaaA a aaroKarac-
Tpo4>e OH nHLUHnca neeOH HOPH H 
Asyx nanbueB pyKH). A 3 B H A Kop-
HenbCOH, KOTopbiH nepenec xpaB-
My nosBOHOHHHKa, ycranoBMn He-
CKOnbKO MMpoBbix peKopAOB cpe-
AM BenocHneAHCTOB-MHBanHAOB. 

noMBTHbiH npeAceAarenb npo6e-
ra — 3HaMeHHTbiH aMepHKancKHH 

roHuviK fpe r JleMOHA, rpHiKAH Bbt-
trpbnaBUMi «Typ pfi 9panc». Tnaa-
HbiH opraHM3aTop — aMepHKBHCKaii 
4>MpMa cYopflA T.E.A.M.* , roroB»-
max copeBHOaaHHR c ynacTHeM 
cnopTCMeHOB-Henpo4>eccHOHanoB. 
ApyrHe cnoHCopbi — KOMnaHHH 
AXA, CPH6OK», <3pHCT 3HA 5)Hr>. 

Ha CHMMKe: a M O C K B C K roc-
TSM M3 CLUA npHCoeAHHHnacb 
rpynna POCCHHCKHX aenocMncAHC-
TOB-HHBanHAOB. 

OOTO AjieKcea BEJIflHHEBA. 
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BoKpyr 
FeopTHH CTEnAHOB, 
«H3BeCTH5I» 

— Ha MHBajiiiAHbix BGiiocMneAax 

^•i.Hx mecrepo - aMepHif&HCKMt 
HHsanHAOB, nocTaBHBLUHx L^enbto 
o6'bexaTb BOKpvr ceera Ha aeno-
CMneflax cneuManbHOM KOHCrpyn-
UHM, ynpasnneMbix pynaMH. Ha 
o6biMHhix, AByxKonecHbix, aa HHMH 
cneAyKST apa^ KSTPMH PocMKa H 
rpynna conpoao>KAeHHs. aKpyro-
CBCTHMM Benonpo6er AXA-95» — 
raK HaawBaexca aro OecnpMMep-
Hoe no My>KecTBy ACHCTBO, yna-

CTHHKH KOTOpOrO npH6binH B 
MocKBy. 

Crapr 6bin ASH 17 Mapra B AT-
nanre, 4>HHHUI — 18 HOii6px B Ba-
uiHHrroHe. BenoMapa^OHL^aM 
noeflpTOMT npoexarb oKono 20000 
K(vi no 16 crpanaM. noaaAH — 
BocTOHHoe no6epe)Kbe CUJA, Ea-
pona, enepeAH — Aopora or 
MocKBbi flo MpKyrcKa, Aanee — 
MoHroma, KwraH, $1noHH«i H sHosb 
AMcpuKa or /Ioc-AHA>Keneca AO 
BauiMHrroHa. B MocKBy OHH npn-
6binH npiiMHKOM H3 BeHbl. 

Ha poAHHe luecrepo aMepMcaH-
ueB ASBHO yMacTBytoT a copesHoaa-
HMXX M H B a n K n O B . POHHM P I p B M H , H a -

npMMep, AcvitparHbiH HeMPMOH 
CLLlA cbeAH yrparMBUiMx noASHw-
HocTb. (20 ner HaaaA B aaroKarac-
rpoebe OH nHUJHncii nesoH HOFM H 
ABVX nanbuea pyKH). A3BHA Kop-
HenbcoH, KOTopbiM nepeHec rpas-
My nosBOHOHHMKa, ycranoBMn HC-
CKonbKO MHpoBbix peKopAOB cpe-
AH BenocHneA ĉroB-HHBanHAOB. 

rioMerHbiii npcAceflarenb npo6e-
ra - 3HaMeHHTbM aMepHKancKHM 

roHiMMK Tper JleMOfw, rpMiKAbi BM-
HrpbiaasiuHH «Typ Ae OMHCS. Tnaa-
HbiM opraHMsarop - aMepHKBHCKan 
4)«PMa «yop»w T.E.A.M.», roroan-
max copeBHoaaHHx c ynacTMeM 
cnopTCMeHOB-Henpo4>eccHOHanoB. 
flpyme cnoncopbi - KOMnanHM 
AXA, aPH6oK», «3pHcr 3fw SHTB. 

Ha CHHMKe: s MocKse K roc-
r»M M3 CUIA npHcoeAHHHTiacb 
rpynna POCCHHCKHX aenocnneAMC-
roB-MHBanMAOB. 

OoTo AviCKcea BEJIflH^EBA. 
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Disaple^cyclists to tour world 
The idea was simple 

Find a worthy challenge, 
then conquer it. 

The challenge found by 
seven cyclists, six of them 
disabled, wasn't so simple. 
They decided to ride around 
the world. 

Right now they are in Eu­
rope, headed for Russia, 
Siberia, China and then back 
to the United States, where 
the AXA World Ride 
began in March. 

"Why do it?" says 
Ronne Irvine, one of the core 
riders in tlie event that 
started in Atlanta and will 
conclude in Washington, 
D.C. in November after 14 
stages. "To test my limits 
mentally and physically. This 
is a challenge event. "When 
the human spirit takes hold, 
that's when it can meet these 
challenges." 

Irvine and five other 
liden face particularly diffi­
cult challenges because they 
are disabled. Irvine lost his 
left fool in an auto accident 
in 1975. 

. Agnes Kearon of East 
Greenbusy, lost the use of 
her left arm in a car crash 14 
yean ago. Rory McCarthy of 
West Bath, Maine, has mus­
cular atrophy in his legs and 
uses crutches to walk. Rex 
Patrick of Englewood, Colo., 
had his left leg amputed after 
a drunk driving accident in 
1978. 

Steve Ackerman of Foit 
Collins, Colo., is paralyzed 
from the hips down aftier a 
1987 auto accident David 
Comelsen of Huntington 
Beach, Calif., sustained a 
spinal cord injuQr in 1987 
that also left him "paialyzed 
from the hips down. 

Charles Kurault serving as 
host and possibly joining the 
journey — and sponsors, in­
cluding AXA, the fourth 
largest insurance company in 
the world; Reebok; Scon 
Paper, and PowerAde. Greg 
LeMond is its honorary 
chairman, and he set the pace 
for the first few hours of the 
ride, which went up the U.S. 
East Coast before heading to 

QC 

-— Europe. 'The idea sort of came 
about 4>/2 years ago," says 
Steve Whisnant, executive 
director of World T.E.A.M. 
Spons, a national non-profit 
amateur sports organization 
created to encourage, 
promote and develop oppor­
tunities for the disabled to 
participate in sports and lec-
reatioiial activities. "Jim 
Benson, the president of Eq­
uitable Life, had just com­
pleted a successful climb of 
Mount Kilimanjaro with 12 
disabled athletes. 

"We were sitting at a 
dinner table, and I was work­
ing on trying lo get amateur 
and pro athletes involved in 
community service. We 
mapped out the idea of bicy­
cling around the world wiUi 
disabled athletes." 

lliose cyclists, along with 
Kathryn Rosica of Falls 
Church, Va., a toxologist and 
the only able-bodied rider in 
the core group, periodically 
have been joined by hun­
dreds of local riders as they 
pass through towns and cities 
on their route. 

"In Ireland." Irvine 
recalls, "we crested a steep, 
steep hill and were regroup­
ing after being strung out 
We stopped in front of a 
grade sdwol, where about 30 
third giaden were peering at 
us out the window. But they 

Several of Ihe riders use weren't going to act out imtil 
hand cycles, which, if possi- they saw it was OIC wiUi 
ble; makes the prospect of their teacher. I wavbo; they 
completing an eight-month, looked at their teacher, who 
13XXX)-mile odyssey even waved, and then Ihey waved 
more daunting. when she did. I went into the 

,1 would envision myself classroom to speak to the 
as a rolling example of what -lads' about what we were 

the road conditions in Kuŝ  
sia," Whisnanl says. "Parts 
of the route where there are 
supposed to be paved roads 
might be just hard-surface 
roiuls. There are issues of 
food and lodging; the first 
two nights in Russia we're 
supposed to be in 'substan­
dard hotels.' 

"These are areas that do 
not have any sensitivity to 
the disabled. Hotels with ele­
vators that might not work or 
bathrooms that are not acces­
sible are all too common. 

"We've had to reuin a 
private security firm through­
out Russia, so we hired four 
ex-KGB agents who will be 
aimed and in uniform with 
us every minute of the day. 

"Absolutely, logistics are 
Uie most difficult things to 
overcome." 

Then again, when you 
have overcome so much al­
ready, is Uieie really any 
challenge too tough to han­
dle? i~ 

abilities can come from a 
disability," says Ackerman. 
" I thirik that some com­
munities of the world hide 
their disabled population. I 
hope to reach the disabled 
population around the world 
and show people what they 
can do." 

The Rde has diawn 
dozens interest from televi­
sion — C.B^ will bf (Inini- ,1 

doing. They were fascinated. 
"When we are going into 

cities, people start to sponta­
neously applaud us. They 
light up when leam we are 
cycling the world." 

The most difficuli pan of 
the trip is upcoming. The 
group will head into the for­
mer Soviet Union and 
through Ihe many republics 
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AXA World Ride - 1 

Publication Market Date Circulation 

USA Today National 8/29 1,800,000 

Western Springs Doings Illinois 8/25 1,300 

Oakbrook Terrace Doings Illinois 8/25 200 

Darien Doings Illinois 8/25 400 

Indian Head Park Doings Illinois 8/25 5,400 

Hinsdale Doings Illinois 8/25 5,400 

Willowbrook Doings Illinois 8/25 625 

Burr Ridge Doings Illinois 8/25 1,200 

Oak Brook Doings Illinois 8/25 1,500 

Clarendon Doings Illinois 8/25 1,200 

Raytown Post Missouri 8/25 30,000 

Excelsior Sun Sailor Minnesota 8/16 8,435 

Plymouth Sun Sailor Minnesota 8/9 3,628 

Union Leader New Hampshire 8/8 71,761 

White Rocker Texas 8/3 4,600 

Vashon Maury Island Washington 8/2 4,300 

Cleveland Plain Dealer Ohio 7/31 409,536 

USA Today International International 7/31 200,000 

Examiner - Launceston Australia 7/21 38,721 

News Sentinel Indiana 7/18 55,436 

Moskovskaja Pravda Russian Federation 6/14 700,000 

Gazeta Krawowska Poland 5/28 160,000 

Dziennik Polski Poland 5/27 108,000 



AXA World Ride - 2 

TOTAL PRINT IMPRESSIONS 
(CIRCULATION * 2.5 READERS) = 9,029,355 



AXA World Ride - 3 

BROADCAST MEDIA 

Television 

WNYT, NBC 

WEWS, ABC 

Sportschannel 

Market Date 

Albany, NY 8/10 

Cleveland, OH 8/20 

National 8/25 

Viewership 

85,000 

140,000 

220,000 

TOTAL TELEVISION VIEWERSHIP 
445,000 
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9,474,355 

505 EIGHTH AVENUE . NEW YORK, NY 10018 . 212 714-1280 FAX 212 695-5685 
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American Athletic Association of the Deaf 
(801-393-8710): AAADAJSA Deaf SoftbaB 
Men's 20tti and Women's 9th Annual Na­
tional Touniamem is Sept. 14-16 In Rich­
mond, Va. 909-785-4507 (relay: 1-80M5&: 

A^Sil^'worid Ride 1995 ( 7 0 ^ ^ ( ^ 
AXA Www BMB Cvritng begins Sept 30 
In Los Angeles, heading east 
Special Olympics Intemationai (202-628-
3630): Spedal Olympics Ohio State Golf 
Tournament is Sept 11-12 in Qndnnati. 
614-239-7050.... Special Olympics West 
Virginia Equestrian Invitational is Sept. 17 
in Webster Springs. 304-422-1868. 
U.S. Association of Blind Athletes (719-
63&0422): fTT^ Hartford Million Dollar 
Hde-ln-Oneis Sept 11-20ln Chicago.... 
AT&T HKting for the Blind Softball Tour­
nament is Sept. 23-24 in Colorado 
Springs. 

lOOj 
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Brothers 
join final 

I vi^^4^^y^.:';ti r:M^^^^ -\^:^-y 

From St. Louis to Washington, D.C. -
Oct. 31 to Nov. 18 - two Postal brothers 
will be pamcipatlng In the 14th and final 
leg of the AXA World Ride "95. 

Raytowner Chuck Annen, supervisor of 
ctistomer service for the U.S. Postal Ser­
vice, will be bicycling with his brother. 
Craig Aruien, postnuwter in Kewanee, BI. 
as participants in the worldwide event 

AXA World Ride '95 is an around-the-
world bicycle tour involving both dis­
abled and able-bodied athletes. Chuck 
was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 
1902. 

The ride began In Atlanta, Ga. on 
March 17 and concludes its world trek in 
Washington, D.C. During the 14 stages of 
the ride, over 200 persons will participate 

in this eflfoit to bicycle some 12,000 miles 
through 15 countries. AXA World Ride 
will be more than Just a sports event; it 
will be an activity that will connect the 
communities of the world and raise 
awareness ofthe exceptional athlete. 

Although this event is sponsored by a 
group of International sponsors who are 
committed to increasing opportunities 
for disabled athletes, the Annens are 
seeking contributions to help cover the 
costs of their specially constructed, adap­
tive bike. Tax deductible donations on 
the Annens' behalf can be made to: 

World T.E.A.M. Sports, 1919 South 
Boulevard, Suite 100, Charlotte, North 
Carolina 28203. 

Brothers Chuck 
and Craig Annen 

test ride their 
specially built 

bicycle in prepa­
ration for their 

trip between St. 
Louis and Wash­

ington, D.C. 

(Photo by )ohn 
Rieger) 



EXCELSIOR/SHOREUOOD SUN 
SAILOR 
EDINR. HN 

UEEKLY B.435 

AUG IG 1935 

He is traveling the world to help the disabled 
By SaUy Thompson 
SUfrWriter - ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The world map on Janice and 
Michael Blake's kitchen wall in 
Plymouth charts the progress of 
seven athletes, six of them dis­
abled, who are circling the globe 
on bicycles. 

Each day the Blakes and 
their three daughters — Jamie, 
8. Julia, 4, and Jacljrn, 2 — track 
those taking part in the 1995 
AXA World Ride, and, as the rid-
ers cross Russia and get closer to 
Mongolia, the family's excite-
] it grows. 

In only a few more days, in­
stead of following the t ra i l of 
strangers, the Blakes w i l l be 
cheering on one of their own. 

Between Aug. 24 and Sept. 
15, Michael wil l pedal 931 miles 
from Ulaan Baatar, the capital of 
Mongolia, to Beijing in the Peo­
ple's Republic of China as one of 
the able-bodied athletes aiding 
the cause of disabled athletes. 

In addition to extremes in 
terrain, crossing both moun­
tains and the Gobi Desert, Blake 
will face extremes in climate, as 
well. The 22 riders taking part in 
that stage of the trip will be is­

sued both spring and winter 
jackets. 

Blake, district manager for 
The Equitable, an insurance 
company, got interested in help­
ing disabled after watching the 
Emmy award-winning docu­
mentary, "Let Me Be Brave: A 
Special Climb of Kilimanjaro," in 
1991. 

In 1994 Blake was invited to 
take part in, and began training 
for, the 14-8tage around-the-
world AXA World Ride. 

He is among 200 cyclists and 
one of only two Minnesotans tak­
ing part. The other Minnesotan, 

three-time Tour de France 
champion Greg LeMond of Med­
ina, helped kick off the trip on 
March 17. 

Riders have crossed Ireland 
and the United Kingdom, bicy­
cled from Paris to Vienna, trav­
eled across Eastem Europe to 
Moscow, and are now flnishing 
the last leg of their Russian jour­
ney. 

According to the schedule, 
after crossing Mongolia, China 
and Japan, the trip will resume 
in Los Angeles on Sept. 29, even­
tually concluding on Nov. 18 in 
Washington, D C. 

The eight-month, 12,549.mile 
cycling challenge is being cov­
ered by CBS Sports and will con­
clude with a 90-minute special 
on Thanksgiving day 

Two of the "magnificent 
seven" who are making the en­
tire trip are paraplegic;. Three 
others have lost the use of a foot, 
leg or arm through injuries or 
amputations. One man has mus­
cular atrophy in his legs and 
uses crutches to walk. The final 
member ofthe seven is the only 
one who is not disabled. 

In order to take part, Blake 
had to pay $4,100 in expen.ses. In 
addition, he raised more than 

$5,000 from other Equitable 
agents and $2,000 from clients 
and friends lo help pay the ex­
penses of disabled athletes who 
wanted to take part but lacked 
the resources to do so 

Blake's eyes light up with ex­
citement as he looks forward to 
the adventure. "It's a fascinating 
opportunity to see a part of the 
world rarely visited," he said. 

Stage 10, on which Blake will 
be traveling, is considered some­
what risky, so five vans carrying 
everything from medical person­
nel to armed guards will accom­
pany them. 

Blake's ties to the ride will 
continue long after his segment 
is done, he said. For one thing, he 
plans to take his wife and daugh­
ters to see the athletes as they 
cross the U.S. at St. Louis. He 
also plans to be in Washington 
when the lour reaches tho easl 
coast. "1 want to be there for the 
end," he said. 

Still, the end nfthe ride need 
not sigr.al the end of Blake's in. 
volvement with disabled ath­
letes or with helping others 

"This i.S special." he said. "If 
you ever gel ihe opportunity to 
meet these athletes, you know 
you have to help them." 

Michael Blake of Plymouth t rains dai ly fo r his part in the AXA World Ride. He w i l l bicycle 
f rom Ulaan Bataar, Mongolia, to Bei j ing, China. (Craig Laaaig/StafT Photographer) 
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Michael Blake of Plymouth trains daily fo r his part i n the AXA World Ride. He w i l l bicycle 
from Ulaan Bataar, Mongolia, to Bei j ing, China. (Craig Lassig/Staff Photographer) 

Bicycling to help the disabled 
Blake plans tour 
of world on bike 

By Sally Thompson 
Staff Writer 

The world map on Janice and 
Michael Blake's kitchen wall in 
Plymouth charts the progress of 
seven athletes, six of them dis­
abled, who are circling the globe 
on bicycles. 

Each day the Blakes and 
their three daughters — Jamie, 
8, Julia, 4, and Jaclyn, 2 — track 
those taking part in the 1995 
AXA World Ride, and, as the rid­
ers cro.ss Russia and get closer to 
Mongolia, the family's excite­
ment grows. 

In only a few more days, in­
stead of following the trail of 
strangers, the Blakes wi l l be 
cheering on one of their own. 

Between Aug. 24 and Sept. 
15, Michael will pedal 931 miles 
from Ulaan Baatar, the capital of 
Mongolia, to Beijing in the Peo­
ple's Republic of China as one of 
the able-bodied athletes aiding 
the cause of disabled athletes. 

In addition to extremes in 
terrain, crossing both moun­
tains and the Gobi Desert, Blake 
will face extremes in climate, as 
well. The 22 riders taking part in 
that stage ofthe trip will be is­
sued both spring and winter 
jackets. 

Blake, district manager for 
The Equitable, an insurance 

company, got interested in help­
ing disabled after watching the 
Emmy award-winning docu­
mentary, "Let Me Be Brave: A 
Special Climb of Kilimanjaro," in 
1991. 

Later he met several of the 
disabled athletes who had 
climbed the 19,000-foot-eleva-
tion mountain and was inspired 
to do what he could to promote 
the cause of disabled athletes. 

In 1994 Blake was invited to 
take part in, and began training 
for, the 14-stage around-the-
world AXA World Ride. 

He is among 200 cyclists and 
one of only two Minnesotans tak­
ing part. Three-time Tour de 
France champion Greg LeMond 
of Medina, helped kick off the 
trip on March 17. 

Riders have crossed Ireland 
and the United Kingdom, bicy­
cled from Paris to Vienna, trav­
eled across Eastern Europe to 
Moscow, and are now fmishing 
the last leg of their Russian jour­
ney. 

According to the schedule, 
afler crossing Mongolia, China 
and Japan, the trip will resume 
in Los Angeles on Sept. 29, even­
tually concluding on Nov. 18 in 
Washington, D.C. 

The eight-month, 12,549-mile 
cycling challenge is being cov­
ered by CBS Sports and will con­
clude with a 90-minute special 
on Thanksgiving day. Two 15-
minute updates have been aired, 
and two more segments, one on 
Aug. 26 and one on Oct. 7, are 

scheduled. 
Two of the "magnificent 

seven" who are making the en­
tire trip are paraplegics. Three 
others have lost the use of a foot, 
leg or arm through injuries or 
amputations. One man has mus­
cular atrophy in his legs and 
uses crutches to walk. The final 
member of the seven is the only 
one who is not disabled. 

In order to take part, Blake 
had to pay $4,100 in expenses. In 
addition, he raised more than 
$5,000 from other Equitable 
agents and $2,000 from clients 
and friends to help pay the ex­
penses of disabled athletes who 
wanted to take part but lacked 
the resources to do so. 

Blake's eyes light up with ex­
citement as he looks forward lo 
the adventure. 

Stage 10, on which Blake will 
be traveling, is considered some­
what risky, so five vans carrying 
everything from medical person­
nel to armed guards will accom­
pany them. 

While he is concerned about 
being away from home for 24 
days and being unable to com­
municate with the outside world 
for at least 15 of those days, 
Blake and his family believe the 
sacrifice he and his family are 
making is worth it. 

Particularly important, said 
Blake, is the visibility the ride 
gives to disabled athletes, prov­
ing that people with disabilities^ 
can overcome their physical lim-: ^ 
itations and succeed. 
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\ raveling the world 
to help the disabled 
Disabled athletes' 
bilities validated 

By Sally Thompson 
Staff Writer 

The world map on Janice and 
'ichael Blake's kitchen wall in 

i-'lymouth charts the progress of 
seven athletes, six of them dis: 
abled, who are circling the globe 
on bicycles. 

Each day the Blakes and 
iheir three daughters — .Jamie, 

Julia, 4, and Jaclyn, 2 — track 
v.iiose taking part in the 1995 
AXA World Ride, and, as the rid­
ers cross Russia and get closer to 
Mongolia, the family's excite­
ment grows. 

In only a few more days, in-
'ead of following the trail of 

-iCrangers, the Blakes wil l be 

cheering on one of their own. 
Between Aug. 24 and Sept. 

15, Michael will pedal 931 miles 
from Ulaan Baatar, the capital of 
Mongolia, to Beijing in the Peo­
ple's Republic of China as one of 
the able-bodied athletes aiding 
the cause of disabled athletes. 

In addition to extremes in 
terrain, crossing both moun­
tains and the Gobi Desert, Blake 
will face extremes in climate, as 
well. The 22 riders taking part in 
that stage of the trip will be is­
sued both spring and winter 
jackets. 

Blake, district manager for 
The Equitable, an insurance 
company, got interested in help­
ing disabled after watching the 
Emmy award-winning documen­
tary, "Let Me Be Brave: A Special 
Climb of Kilimanjaro," in 1991. 

B L A I ^ T o Page 13A 

Michael Blake of Plymouth trains daily for his part in the AXy 
World Ride. He w i l l be bicycling firom Ulaan Bataar, Mongc 
lia, to Beying, China. (Craig Lassig/Staff Photographer) 



Blake: Had to help 

Before you go for a 931-mile bicycle ride, you'd better be in shape. Michael Blake of Plymouth 
has been running and bicycling to get ready for his participation in the AXA World Ride, an 
eight-month, around-the-world ride to benefit disabled athletes. In each stage ofthe trip.able-
bodied athletes like Blake join the core group of disabled athletes who are making the entire 
trip. (Craig Lassig/Staff Photographer) 

1̂  
From Page l A 

Later he met several of the 
disabled athletes who had 
climbed the 19,000-foot-eleva-
tion mountain and was inspired 
to do what he could to promote 
the cause of disabled athletes. 

In 1994 Blake was invited to 
take part in, and began training 
for, the 14-stage around-the-
world AXA World Ride. 

He is among 200 cyclists and 
one of only two Minnesotans tak­
ing part. The other Minnesotan, 
three-time Tour de France 
champion Greg LeMond of Med­
ina, helped kick off the trip on 
March 17. 

Riders have crossed Ireland 
and the United Kingdom, bicycled 
from Paris to Vienna, traveled 
across Eastem Europe to Moscow, 
and are now finishing the last leg 
of their Russian journey. 

According to the schedule, 
after crossing Mongolia, China 
and Japan, the trip wi l l resume 
in Los Angeles on Sept. 29, even­
tually concluding on Nov. 18 in 
Washington, D.C. 

The eight-month, 12,549-mile 
cycling challenge is being cov­
ered by CBS Sports and wil l con­
clude with a 90-minute special 
on Thanksgiving day. Two 15-
minute updates have been aired, 
and two more segments, one on 
Aug. 26 and one on Oct. 7, are 
scheduled. 

Two of the "magnificent 
seven" who are making the en­
tire trip are paraplegics. Three 
others have lost the use of a foot, 
leg or arm through injuries or 
amputations. One man has mus­
cular atrophy in his legs and 
uses crutches to walk. The final 
member of the seven is the only 
one who is not disabled. 

In order to take part, Blake 
had to pay $4,100 in expenses. In 
addition, he raised more than 
$5,000 from other Equitable 
agents and $2,000 from clients 
and friends to help pay the ex­
penses of disabled athletes who 
wanted to take part but lacked 
the resources to do so. 

Blake's eyes light up with ex-

"This is special. If you 
ever get the opportunity 
to meet these athletes, 
you know you have to 
help them. 

— Michael Blake 

citement as he looks forward to 
the adventure. "It's a fascinating 
opportunity to see a part of the 
world rarely visited," he said. 

Stage 10, on which Blake wil l 
be traveling, is considered some­
what risky, so five vans carrying 
everything from medical person­
nel to armed guards wil l accom­
pany them. 

While he is concerned about 
being away from home for 24 
days and being unable to com­
municate with the outside world 
for at least 15 of those days, 
Blake and his family believe the 
sacrifice he and his family are 
making is worth it . 

Particularly important, said 
Blake, is the visibility the ride 
gives to disabled athletes, prov­
ing that people with disabilities 
can overcome their physical l im­
itations and succeed. 

"The disabled people in many 
of these countries are not treated 
as fairly as they are here . . . This 
could change their lives," he said. 

Blake's ties to the ride wi l l 
continue long afler his segment 
is done, he said. For one thing, he 
plans to take his wife and daugh­
ters to see the athletes as they 
cross the U.S. at St. Louis. He 
also plans to be in Washington 
when the tour reaches the east 
coast. "1 want to be there for the 

' end," he said. 
Stil l , the end ofthe ride need 

not signal the end of Blake's in­
volvement w i th disabled ath­
letes or with helping others. 

"This is special," he said. " I f 
you ever get the opportunity to 
meet these athletes, you know 
you have to help them." 
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Fundraiser Planned for Local Athlete 
NEWBURYPORT, Mass/^^!^ hopes of supporting Doug Ew­

lng's participation in "AXA World Ride '95," a jazz cruise with 
the local athlete will set sail trom Jtliiton's Dock on Saturday, 
Aug. 19. 

Ewing, who is a hand-cychst, is planning to rejoin the World 
Ride '95 group of riders currently in Siberia. The globe-span­
ning cycling group is part of World Team Sports, created to 
encourage, promote and develop opportunities for persons with 
disabilities on a global scale. Established in 1993, World Team 
Sports is dedicated to making sports training, participation and 
fellowship available to disabled athletes. 

For more information or tickets for the cruise, call (603) 642-
8643. 
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Chris Noonan will 
^ FRONTPAGE 
^^asa Linda resident 

(^hris Noonan will pedal his 
way across Mongolia to help 
|)rove a point. 

Noonan, a d is t r ic t 
manager in the Equitable-
l.efferts Agency, will head 
i)Ut Aug. 13 to join the AXA 
World Ride '95 bicycle team 
iis it begins the Mongolian 
leg of its incredible journey 
around the world from Aug. 
If) to 27. 

" I have my shots, my 
hody's in shape and my com­
mitment is f i rm," Noonan 
said. " I can't wait to join the 
leam." 

The AXA World Ride 
Degan March 17 in Atlanta, 
led by three-time Tour de 
France champion Greg Le­
Mond. The difference be­
tween this tour and most 
bicycling events is that, of 
ihe seven core riders who 
will pedal the entire 12,-
.')49.4-mile trip, six are dis­
abled. 

pedal his way across Mongolia 
" In fact, three of them 

are paraplegics who pedal 
by hand," Noonan said. 
Noonan, who is not dis­
abled, has been training for 
the event for several 
months. 

The ride team is being 
joined by many able-bodied 
athletes on its 24B-day ride 
around the world. 

To date, the team has 
traveled through Ireland, 
France and Austria. They 
are currently crossing Rus­
sia. 

AXA World Ride '95 is 
open to everyone in any 
country, and able-bodied 
athletes have been en­
couraged to join, even 
though the focus is on the 
t housands o f f n t r a n t s w h o 
h a v e O V f r ' " " ' " ' ' ' l i ' i h i l i t i a K 
to participate. That in­
cludes, among others, 
visually-impaired persons 
who will cycle on the backs 
of tandem bikes, those miss­

ing limbs or afflicted with 
spinal cord injuries who will 
operate hand cycles, and in­
dividuals with mental dis­
abilities. Riders can travel 
whatever distances they 
feel are appropriate. 

ACA World Ride '95 has 
been underwritten by pro­
minent international cor­
porations that support the 
sentiments behind the pro­
ject and desire an interna­
tional forum to showcase 
their support. AXA is the 
French partner of 
Equitable. 

Noonan got involved in 
the event through his com­
pany. Equitable president 
Jim Benson is the founder of 
World TEAM Sports. TEAM 
stands for The Exceptional 
Athlete Matters. 

In 1993, a disabled team 
of athletes f r o m the 
organization climbed Mt. 
Kilimanjaro in Africa, and 
Noonan said, "Their next 

challenge was to bicycle 
around the world." 

The AXA World Ride will 
conclude Nov. 18 in 
Washington, DC. The team 
retums to U.S. shores via 
Los Angeles Sept. 29 and 
will follow a route that 
travels through Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma Ci­
ty, Oklahoma, and St. Louis, 
Missouri, on to Washington. 
Noonan is only on for the 
Mongolian tour and returns 
to Dallas Aug. 30. 

The ride team crosses the 
Texas Panhandle traveling 
through Amarillo Oct. 15. 
To coincide with that date, a 
'World Ride Around Dallas' 
event is planned and pro­
ceeds will benefit the Dis­
abled Sports Association of 
North Texas (DSANT). 
Sponsors and volunteers are 
being sought, and those in­
terested may call the 
Hotline at (214)934-7841. 

The DSANT was started 

in 1985 and has 20 American 
record-holders and nine 
World record-holders, 
Noonan said. 

Noonan's Dallas branch 
had raised $12,000 last year 
to benefit the organization, 
and this year's goal is 
$25,000. 

For his trip to Mongolia, 
Noonan had to raise his own 
money. 

" I know a lot of people 
and I have a lot of friends," 
Noonan said. "My clients 
have also been very gen­
erous." 

He has raised $4000 so 
far. 

If you'd like to contribute 
to the goals of World TEAM 
Sports or Noonan's trip, 
make a check payable to 
World TEAM Sports c/o 
Chris Noonan, and send it 
to: Equitable, 12377 Merit 
Drive No. 1500, Dallas, TX 
75251. CHRIS NOONAN 
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500 miles in 10 days by bike 
Laura Caparroso Margolis leaves for Japan in Sep­

tember to participate in a 500-mile bicycle ride across 
the country. Her ride is part of the World Ride. '.95, an 
around-the-world bicycle tour involving disabled and 
able-bodied athletes. The ride began in Atlanta in 
March and ends in Washington D.C. on Nov. 18. 

See Page BIO for details. 

August 2, 1995 
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Slander to bicycle 
500 miles in 10 days 
By Mike Williams 
Staff reporter 

Laura Caparroso Margolis, 
a partner in an Island busi­
ness, leaves for Japan in Sep­
tember to participate in a 500-
mile bicycle ride across the 
country. 

Her ride is part of the World 
Ride '95, an around-the-world 
bicycle tour involving disabled 
and able-bodied athletes. The 
ride began in Atlanta in March 
and ends in Washington D.C. 
on Nov. 18. 

She and a partner will ride a 
tandem bike from Hiroshima 
through Osaka, Kyoto, Na-
goya and Tokyo. She hopes to 
raise awareness of the abilities 
of people with disabilities and 
to integrate disabled people in 
to society. 

Margolis is totally blind. She 
wants to encourage people 
with disabilities to participate 
in athletics. Blindness hasn't 
prevented her from skiing, 
hang-gliding and other activi­
ties. 

She is one of the 200 people 
to participate in the 14 stages 
of the ride through 16 coun­
tries. Seven core cyclists, sue 
disabled, will ride the entire 
13,000 miles. 

She must raise $2,600 for 
the trip. Pacific Research do­
nated some of the money, 
which helps pay the costs of 
the trip, but also goes toward 
offering future activities for 
people with disabilities. 

Long-distance bicycle rides 
are nothing new for Margolis 
and her husband. Glen. He 
gained fame when he bicycled 
from his home in Oregon to 
college in New York. 

He takes bicycling seriously. 
He didn't even get his driver's 
license until he was 23. 

The couple met while she 
attended Wellesley College in 
Massachusetts. He served as a 
reader for her 'The first thing 
we got after we started dating 
was a tandem bike," Laura 
said. 

They bicycled across 
Europe between July and 
December 1989. They started 
in Brussels, Belgium, and end­
ed in Madrid, Spain. They 
packed sleeping bags, a small 
camp stove and a tent onto 
their bike and rode away from 
the Brussels airport 

Meeting people along the 
way was part of the charm of 
the trip, she said. People were 
curious about the pair and fre­
quently stopped them to ask 
questions. Many invited them 
into their homes for a home-
cooked meal. 

The Margolises crossed into 
East Berlin shortly after the 
Berlin Wall fell. They stopped 
to pose for photographs with 
Soviet border guards who 
would have shot them just a 
few weeks earlier for getting 
so close to the wall. 

"They didn't know what to 
do," Glen said. They weren't 
guarding the border any more, 
but nobody had told them to 
go home." 

Their trip included a train 
ride to the Soviet Union. They 
bicycled around Moscow and 
the Crimea and took the train 
for a tour of whal was then 
Leningrad. 

Perhaps more than in any­
where else, Laura noticed that 
the Soviets had difficulty 
understanding her activity 
despite her disability. Disabled 
people in the Soviet Union 
were frequently institutional­
ized, she said. 

"TTiey didn't know how to 
deal with me," she added. 
"Not only was I blind, but I 
was also a female; it boggled 
their minds — 1 broke all 
stereotypes." 

She and Glen averaged 
about 65 miles a day on their 
European tour, so riding 50 
miles a day in Japan probably 
will not be that tough. Besides, 
she adds, she will stay in 
hotels along the way, so the 
bike will not be loaded down 
with supplies. 

CBS will air a 90-minute spe-

Mike Williams Photo 
Laura Caparroso Margolis will ride across Japan In September as part of yVorld Ride '95. She 
Is blind and hopes to raise awareness of people with disabilities and encourage disabled peo­
ple to participate In athletics. Margolis rides about 45-fnlnutes a day on the stationary bike 
and rides a tandem Mke wtth her husband Glen In preparation for the race. 

cial on World Ride '95, on 
Thanksgiving Day 

They moved trom Boston to 
the Island last July They own 
Progressive Designs Interna­
tional, Inc., a company that 
manufactures and sells indoor 
garden products. 

Wrought iron frames with 
small blown-glass vases for 
starting cuttings is one of their 

main products. They sell all 
over the country. On Vashon, 
the counfry store carries some 
of their products. 

They also make antique 
reproductions of Baroque dec­
orative accessories, including 
formal, European-style ornate 
mirror frames, lamps, picture 
frames and end tables finished 
with gold or silver metal leaf. 

She was born in Mexico. 
Their manufacturing facility is 
there, but most of the specialty 
packaging and all of the 
adminisfration is here. 

Laura is looking forward to 
the Japan ride. Business is 
good, and it is difficult to get 
away for a long trip, so the 10-
day ride should be just about 
right 
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Trio is ready for 
cycling challenges 

Bell and Sherman ride eight-day cross-country race; 

one t in i sh l ine and no t ime ou t , " 
Bel l said. " I t ' s .sort o f Amer i ca ' s 
equ iva lent o f the T o u r De 
F rance . " 

Bel l a t tempted to comple te the 
race two years ago. and com­
pleted a l i t t le more than 2.000 
mi les before d ropp ing out of the 
race. He wound up second 
among the non- f in ishers , mean­
ing he t rave led the fu r thes t of 
those cyc l is ts who d id not com­
plete the t rek . Of the 29 star ters 
that year , on ly f ive f in ished. 

Th is year , he is compe t ing on a 
re lay team w i t h a col lege profes­
sor, an I ta l i an engineer and a 
B r i t i sh doctor — al l of w h o m 
Bel l has raced against. 

H i s Koal th is year is not jus t to 
f i n i sh , but to comple te the race 
in less than e ight days, six hours. 

The Mongo l ia t r i p is part of an 
event ca l led W o r l d D r i v e 'y.S, a 
bike race a round the w o r l d de-
si(ined to p romote awareness for 
d isabled athletes. The t r i p con­
sists of a core g roup of about 
eight d isabled athletes and cov­
ers 13,000 mi les in 16 count r ies . 

CBS plans to a i r a yo -m inu te 
special about the tou r on 
Thanksg iv ing Day. 

Ric l i Pal iner of Lakewood . 
who is legal ly b l i nd . t :omplctt ;d 

PLAIN DEAtLii nrpoRrrit 

Ron Be l l has done a lot o f 
th ings that the average person 
probab ly wou ld ca l l crazy. 

H e has r u n across the Sahara 
Deser t . He has c l i m b e d K i l i m a n ­
ja ro . A n d he has raced across the 
Panama Canal . 

So now he is t r y i n g to accom­
pl ish someth ing he has never 
done before. He s tar ted a bike 
race across the country- yester­
day, and a f te r he completes that 
2 , y i l - m i l e . e ight -day race, he 
w i l l leave fo r a b ike race on un-
paved roads in Mongo l ia . 

" I put one year in to t r a i n i ng 
fo r t h i s . " Be l l i>aid " I ' m not 
go ing to b low i t . " 

Bel l w i l l race across the coun­
t r y a long w i t h good f r iend and 
c rew ch ie f . Bruce Sherman. 
Both of I hem are f r o m Shaker 
He ights . Be l l and Sherman w i l l 
be j o i n e d by Cleve land Browns 
m i n o r i t y ' owne r Bob Gr ies for 
the Mongo l ia adven tu re 

The bike race across the na­
t i on , w h i c h began in I r v i n e , 
Cal i f . , and w i l l end in Savannah, 
Ga., is known as the Race Across 
Amer i ca and it is the longest 
non-stop b icyc le race in the 
w o r l d . Outs ide magazine dubbed 
it " t h e wo r l d ' s toughest race. " 

one stage of that event in Europe 
ea r l i e r th is summer , and w i l l 
par t i c ipa te in a second stage in 
the Un i ted States soon 

The Be l l -Sherman-Gr ies con­
t ingent w i l l meet the Wor ld 
D r i v e g roup in Ulaan Baatar, the 
cap i ta l of Mongo l ia , on Aug . 28. 
That stage of the t r i p covers 
about 1,000 mi les in 16 days 
t h rough the Gobi Desert . The 
stage ends in Be i j i ng . China. 

Wh i l e in Mongo l ia , the three­
some w i l l camp in tents, and 
they have been to ld the i r diet 
w i l l consist ma in l y of sheep 
meet. 

To prepare for the t r i p . Be l l 
r ides between 300 and 400 mi les 
a week. Some days, the group 
t ra ins together; somet imes i i is 
done separate ly . Bel l has a speed 
coach, Walt Chapman, who has 
helped w i t h the t ra in ing . 

Gr ies has jo ined Bel l on sev­
e ra l m o u n t a i n - c l i m b i n g and r u n ­
n ing expedi t ions a round the 
w o r l d , and Sherman won the 
ha l f -mara thon in the Maccabean 
Games. Sherman has run at least 
th ree mi les, or a ha l f -hour a day 
for about rt,200 days. 

Now. they have lo put the i r 
t r a i n i ng to the test. 

Joked Be l l : WW I have to do is 
r:ice across the country ' f i r s t . " 

Bob Gr ies. le fL B ruce S l i e rman . c e n t e r and Ron Bel l wi l l meet in Ulaan Baatar. the cap i ta l o f 
M o n g o l i a nev . m o n t h to beg in W o r l d Dr ive ' 9 5 . 
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Disabled cyclists on 
course in World Ride 

AXA World Ride '95, which began in Atlanta in March 
and will conclude after eight months and 13,000 miles in 
Washington, D.C, in November, is a unique event in 
cycling. A core group of six riders, live disabled, are 
attempting to circumnavigate the globe, journeying through 
16 countries in Europe and Asia during the 14 stages. 

Celebrities, including Olympic gold medalist Dan Jansen, 
are participating and offering support to the core riders: 
Steve Ackerman of Fort Collins, Colo.; David Comelsen of 
Huntington Beach, Calif.; Ronnie Irvine of Reston, Va.; 
Agnes Kearon of Ballston Spa, N.Y.; Rory McCarthy of West 
Bath, Maine; and Kathryn Rosica of Falls Church, Va. 

Greg LeMond, three-time Tour de France winner, is the 
honorary chairman of AXA World Ride '95. LeMond set the 
pace for the first hours of the odyssey. 

The event is being orpinized by World T.EAM. (The 
Exceptional Athlete Matters) Sports Inc. AXA, the event's title 
sponsor, is the second largest insurance company in France. 

AXA World Ride '95 is in stage eiglit of 14, from 
Novosibirsk to Irkutsk, Russia. Remaining stages: 

V Stage 9: The Steppes of Mongolia (Irkutsk to Ulaan 
Baatar, Mongolia) Aug. 16-27. 

V Stage 10: Mongolia south into China (Ulaan Baatar to 
Beijing, China) Aug. 28-Sept 15. 

• Stage 11: Japan (Wajima to Tokyo) SepL 16-28. 
• Stage 12: The Old West (Los Angeles to Santa Fe, N.M.) 

SepL 2ftOcL 12. 
• stage 13: The Great Plains (Santa Fe to SL Louis) 

OcL 13-30. 
• Stage 14: The Heartland to Washington, D.C. (SL Louis 

to Washington, D.C.) OcL 31-Nov. 18. 
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Milburn in 
world ri(je 

By TERRY MORRIS 
After originally being hampered 

by a lack of sponsorship Devon-
port cyclist Graeme Milburn will 
now be able complete the AXA 
World Ride '95 through Europe, 
Asia and the United States. 

The AXA World Ride '95 was 
organised to raise awareness of 
disabled athletes throughout the 
globe and Milburn originally 
joined the ride in March for six of 
its 14 stages. 

He was restricted by minimal 
sponsorship but now one of World 
Ride '95's American sponsors 
World Team Sport has backed 
Milburn for the rest of the event. 

They have come forward and 
offered to provide all the support I 
need to rejoin the ride," he said. 

Milburn, 55, retums to Europe 
on Monday where he will rep­
resent Australia in veterans 
events in Russia and Austria. 

He then rejoins the World Ride 
"95 in Mongolia and crosses into 
China and Japan before flying to 
Los Angeles. 

The ride then takes them from 
one end ofthe United States to the 
other culminating with a presi­
dential dinner in Washington on 
November 18. 

Milburn said World Team Sport 
had then offered him fmancial 

.. support for a two-week holiday at 
the end of the ride. 

The budget for the AXA World 
Ride '95 is $4.5 million. 
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By IBM THOMPSON of Thr Unt^mmrl 

Fort Wayne's Rick RItter totes his son Ricky through Foster Part< behind his 21-speed, arm-powered handcycle. 

Cyclist gives self ride of a lifetime 
• With his master's 
in hand, Rick Ritter 
will see the world. 

By BLAKE SEBRINO 
I I ! The A'ct.v.Scftfinc/ 

Rick Ritter has an odd sense of 
what a graduation present should 
be. After finishing his master's in so­
cial work at the Univetsity of Michi­
gan last month, Ritter is giving him­
sell a gift. 

Ritter is training for that gift, 
taking part in the A)CA World Ride, 
a 14-stage event that began Match 
17 and wil l cover more than l.'I.OOO 
miles before it finishes in Washing­
ton. D.C, in November. Ritter, 47, 
leaves Aug. 2.3 for Mongolia, where 
he wil l ride Stage 10 from Ulaan 
Bataar to Beijing, China, to the Sea 
nf .lapan and back to Beijing. He 
romes home 5«pt. IS, and wil l rejoin 
the ride Oct. .Il in St. Louis for 
Stage 14 to Washington, D.C. 

"1 gel the satisfaction of doing 
sometliing for me that is a once-in-

. a lifetime opportunity," Ritter said. 
"I t 's also in a sense my graduation 
gift to myself. I'm very much inter-

By mSA THOMPSON ol Thr NrtiySmmi 

Ritter, astride his handcycle, rides about 2,000 miles a year. On 
the bike, he has reached a speed of 27 mph. 

ested in promoting sports for dus-
abled athletes, and my own style 
happens to be one if 1 recommend 
something to someone, then I damn 
well better be able to do i t myself" 

Ritter works part time in the 
emergency' room at Parkview Me­
morial Hospital as a social worker 

dealing wi th disability trauma, 
death and loss, and interpersonal 
violence. He's also the owner and 
primary therapist for Stress Opera­
tions Group, and one of the found, 
ere of the Center for Nonviolence. 

Because of 10 knee operations 
since 1969, Ritter lost his left knee 

C i ; 

and the leg is fused. He rides a 21. 
speed, arm-powered handcycle 
about 2,000 miles a year, mostly in 
competitions, along streets and the 
Rivergteenway. He traveled to Ha­
waii a few weeks ago for a vacation 
end training. 

" I was looking for some hills and 
I found some," he said. " I f you ride 
i t for 20 to 30 to 40 miles, you get 
that same natural high that you do 
from running." 

Ritter said he can reach an aver­
age speed of 15 mph, and has been 
timed at 27 mph in a sprint. 

"1 can't maintain that, unless 
maybe a dog is chasing me," he said. 

He's joining the world ride as a 
member of World T -E-A-M Sports^ 
which stands for The Exceptional 
Athlete Matters. The Charlotte, 
N.C.-ba.sed group focuses on activi­
ties that mix disabled athletes and 
able-bodied athletes, with the prime 
emphasis on raising awareness 
about disabilities. That's something 
Ritter already does. 

" I ' l l see a kid in a wheelchair in 
Foster Park or sitting in their front 
yard and I'll stop to share informa­
tion and energy," he said. "1 think 
part of the reason it took me several 

years to find out about handcycles ia 
that some folks chose not to pro­
mote what is available to people. 
For me it's a passion. I do il for con­
ditioning and health, hut I've also 
really taken a keen interest in pro­
moting the accessibility . . . " 

Hitter's other passion is getting 
handcycling approved as a sport for 
the 1996 Paralympics. which take 
place a week after the 1996 Olym­
pics Both wil l be held in Atlanta. 

Though he has never ridden in 
an event with another handcyclist, 
Ritter keeps working to make hand-
cycling accessible. After calling and 
asking for permission, he participat­
ed in the Three Rivers Festival Pa-
rade Race, and rode 96 miles Ihe 
next day as part nf the 24th annual 
Three Rivers Velo Sport Bicycle 
Tour During the parade rare, a po­
lice officer tried lo block Ritter off 
the course, thinking he was out for a 
joy ride. 

"1 suggested that the people n jn . 
ning the race educate these people," 
Ritter said. "Next year if they modi. 
fy their course a little bit (to provide 
more tuming rooml I could proba­
bly bring 10-15 handcydiata to Fort 
Wayne." 
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AXA WORLD RIDE 1995 
MOSKOYSPCA-JA PRAVDA 14.06.1995.sl 

TOCTM 113 AT/iaHTbl 
BMepa B MocKBY npM6binM yHac-mnKM MBwyHa-

poAHoro KpyrocBeTHoro Benonpo6era Ha MMBanMOHUx 
KO/iflCKax. BsflB cTapT B AT/iaHTe (CUIA) B Mapie HW-
HeujHero rona M npeono/ies He OAHV Tbicnwy KM/ioweT-
poB, yMacTHMKM Be/ionpo6era no MMHCKOMY uiocce 
Bi>exanii B cTonMuy Poccm. B MOCKBG OHM ociaHOBM-
iiMCb B rocTviHMHB «yicpaMHa». B Eflpone aivix ckUibHbix 
AyxoM /iioneii npMHMManH nepBbie /inua paaHbix rocy-
flapcTB: B MpiiaHAMM - npeanflSHT M.PO6IIHCX)H, BO 
(DfMiHUMti - OK. LUipaK, « TepMaHMM - P. Ko/ib. \i\3 
PoccMH Be/Kinpo6er HanpaBmctt B MoHro/iMio. 
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Hart ducha 
Do Krakowa zawitali wczo-

raj uczestnicy mi^dzynaro-
dowego rajdu rowerowego 
osob niepetnosprawnych-
.AXA Wor ld Ride '95". Kra­
kow to jeden z etapow 
podrozy, ktorej trasa wiesi: 
ma dookola swiata. 

Rajd rozpocz^l si^ w marcu 
tego roku w .Atlancie (USA). Po 
kilku etapach na wschodnim 
wybi^ezu Stanow Zjednoczo-
nych, jego uczestnicy przepfy-
ncli do Europy, a wczoraj 
przekroczyli granic^ Polski i 
zatrzymali si? w Krakowie. 
Stqd wytTJSzq w kierunku Bia-
lorusi i dalej — przez calq Azj? 
— z powTotem do USA. gdzie 
18 listopada rajd zakohczy si? 
przed Bialym Domem. Wi?k-
szosc uczestnikow nie bierze 
udziaiu w calym rajdzie, lecz 
jedynie w wybranych eta­
pach. Jest to i tak ogromny 
w'czjTi. gdyz sa wsrod nich 
iudzie ze sparalizowanvTni 

nogami (ci „pedalujn" przy 
pomocy r^k ) a nawet nievvi-
domi. Skiad ekipy jest mi?-
dzynarodowy, przewazajq w 
niej Amerykanie, sq tez Kana-
dyjczycy, Irlandczycy, Anglicy 
oraz jeden Polak. BolesiawZa-
jiczeic instruktor ZHP, mime 
swych 60 lat przemierza tras? 
od Wiednia do Moskwy na 
specjalnie skonstniowanym 
rowerze. Nie ma bowiem rqk. 
Wezmie tez udziat w koiico-
wej czpsci rajdu w Slanach 
Zjednoczonych. Cel imprezy 
jest bardzo larvvy do opisania, 
a bardzo trudny do wykona-
nia — mowi jeden z organiza-
torow — chodzi o wykazanie 
sobie i swiatu. iz ..niepelno-
sprawny" nie oznacza „wytq-
czony z zycia". Wszyscy wie-
rzymy, ze rajd ukoriczymy sil-
niejsi i bogatsi duchem. 

Dzis start do dalszych zma-
gah. z trasq, z kalectivem. ze 
soba. Szcz?sli\vej drogi! 

(ana) 
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DOOKOLA SWIATA PRZEZ SIEDLCE 

obwodnic wokol Carwolina 
Miiiska Mazowicckicgo (chod>; 
0 uj?cie tych inwestycji wprogrn 
miecentralnym). 

Zatrzymajcie calq grup^! 
Zgodnie z planem na stacji 

paliw w Gr^zowie mieli si? za-
meldowac okolo godziny 14. An-
drzcj Punkicwicz z Rady Woje-
wodzkiej "Start" na biezA.co kon-
tolovval sytuacj?. 0 czasie wyje-
chali z Warszawy. To dobrze. Jed-
nak okolo godziny jedenstej 
otrzymuje niespodziewany tele-
ton od znajomego z Kahiszyna. 

- AndrzaJ oni jiiz przejcdwli 
KttJiiszyn. Sluiy, lo zciwodowcy. 
Oni ntc pizejechuli. tyiko pi-za-
mkniiii. Migncili i lylu bylo ich 
widcic. 

W siedleckim sztabie organi-
zacyjnym Rady Wojcwodzkicj 
Start", ktora pbdj?la si? przyj?-

cia grupy uczestnikow rajdu ro­
werowego dookola swiata "AXA 
World Ridc",zapanowala lekka 
konsternacja. Z Kaliiszyna do 
Gr9Zowa, gdzie miano przejq̂ c 
lycli niepoelnosprawnych spo-
rtowcow, jest jakies 25 kilome-
trow. W lym tempie to b?dq̂  tarn 
za niecalq.godzin?. Caiy harmo-
nogram zacz?lo brae w teb. An-
drzcj Pankicwicz bez zastano-
wienia prosi teletbnisik? w Ko-
mciidzic Wojcwodzkicj Policjl, 
aby udost?pnila mu ich kanaly 
i< ĉznosci. Udaje mu si? pot:̂ czyc 
z jednym z radiowozow. 

- Sicfan. Rub. co c/iccsz. ale 
li; gntpq .tporlowLihy nui.sz zcilny-

mac. Dalej juk do Gr^zowa nie 
mognpojechac: Tarn majq czekac 
na wizystkich. Zaiarastij dla nicli 
przejazd. bo inaczej biidzie mi<i-
dzynarodowa kompromilacja. 

Nawet w siedleckim sztabie 
z niedowierzaniem kiwaj^gtowa-
mi. Przeciez w tym rajdzie doo­
kola swiata jadq. Iudzie niepelno-
sprawni. Los sprawil, ze dla prze-
ci?tnych ludzi stall si? kalekami. 
Jedni sq chromi. Ci jadq na spe-
cjalnych trzykolowych rowerach, 
nap?dzanych silq rqk. Inni po 
amputacji dloni, r?ki lub nogi. 
Tez majq specjalnie skonstruowa-
ne rowery umozliwiajqce im ja-
zd?. I ci Iudzie, w wi?kszosci 

llll .1. .Vt /( lun ki 

Amerykanie, choc w tej grupie 
jedzie telAustralijczyk, Norweg. 
Polak, Rosjanin i Szwajcarka. 
potrafili jednak pokonac sw^sla-
bosc. Potrafili sobie i innym udo-
wodnic, t t tak naprawd? sq nor-
malnymi ludzmi.A 2e skrzywdzo-
nymi przez los... 

(dokoiiczcnie na stronic 5) 



Zatrzymajcie calq grup^!!! 
(dokoriczenie ze slrony 1) 
I faktycznie, ptarzqc na to, czego 
si? podJ?li, by rowerami przeje-
chac dosiownie calq kui? ziem-
skq, j u i stawia ich w gronie hero-
sow. I nie jest to jakas turystycz-
na eskapada. Ci Iudzie jadq̂  na 
swych rowerach jak... wyczynow-
cy. Z przeci?tnq pr?dkosciq 30-
40 km/godz!!! Tysiqce przejecha-
nych kilometrowjuz zrobily swo-
je. Czasmi miodzi Iudzie chcq im 
dotrzymac towarzystwa na rowe­
rach, ale dajq rad? tym lempem 
przejechac jedynie krotki odci-
nek. A oni dalej mknq w swojq 
podroZ dookola swiata. 

Wyruszyli 17 marca tego roku 
z Atlanty - miejsca nadchodzq̂ -
cych Letnich Igrzysk Olimpij-
skich. W USA zaiiczyli dwa eta-
py. Potem przeniesli si? na kon-
tynent europejski. W Irlandii do-

l^czyt do nich nasz rodak - pan 
Boleslaw Zajczek, 65-letni mie-
szkaniec podwroclawskiego Mi-
licza. Mimo swej utomnosci (ma 
amputowane obie dlonie) ddsko-
naie sobie daje rad? na trasie. 
Bydgoski "Romet" skonstruowal 
dla niego specjalny rower, aby 
mogi wziqc udziat w tym rajdzie. 
Finansowo pomogla mu rowniez 
dyrekcja LOT oraz miejscowe 
spofeczenstwo. Z calqgrupqprze-
jecha) do Paryza. Nast?pnie 
znow do nich dotqczyl w Wie-
dniu, aby bye niejako "przewo-
dnikiem" po polskiej cz?sci tego 
rajdu. 

Bielsko Biala, Krakow, 
Kielce, Bialobrzegi, Warszawa 
i . . . I czerwca wjechati na teren 
wojewodztwa siedleckiego. Do 

. Grfzowa przyjechali w samo 
poludoie. Dwie godziny przed 

Jul A. Sc iclwcki 

ustalonym harmonogramem. Tarn 
miano wszystkich uczestnikow 
tego rowerowego rajdu dookola 
swiata uroczyscie powitac. Na 
szcz?scie zacz?ly si? juz pojawiac 
grupki miodziezy z siedleckich 
szkol podstawowych. Oczywi-
scie, na rowerach. A wlasciciel 
stacji, przedstawiciel fiiiskiej 
"Neste" stanql na wysokosci za-
dania. Wszystkim przybylym za-
fundowal napoje i kanapki. Zro-
bil si? prawdziwy piknik w iscie 
amerykariskim slylu. Nasza mto-
dziez z zainieresowaniem oglqda-
la trzykolowe rowery. Ci, co choc 
troch? znali angielski, od razu 
nawiqzywali rozmowy. Szybko 
przelamano wszelkie bariery. 
Przez ponad trzy godziny trwal 
ten swoisty festvn na stacji "Nc-
stc". 

Czas jednak bylo wv ruszyc w 
drog?. Uczestnicy rajdu na swych 
wehikulach i towarzyszqcy im na 
rowerach ponad 240 chlopcow i 
dziewczqt z siedleckich szkol 
\vyjechalozGr?zo>vadoSicdlcc. 
Cala ta wielobanvna kolumna 
byla pilotowana przez radiowozy 
Policji. Spokojnym lempem do-
jechano do Zajazdu "Hctman". 
Tu znow mite zaskoczenie. Orkie-
stra wojskowa Garnizonii Sie­
dleckiego przywitala wszystkich 
skocznymi melodiami.A koman-
dor rajdu "AXA World Ride", 
byly zawodowy kolarz amerykah-
ski - Paul Curlcy wcale nie ukry-
wal swoich pochwal - "Waszc 

miaslo pobilo nasz rekord. Do tej 
pory najliczniej viitano nas pod 
Amsterdamem. Towarzyszylo 
nam wowczas 180 Holendrowna 
rowerach. Wy lo przebiliscie. I to 
w jakim styltiH! Potska to na-
prawdii przepi<(kny kraj. Nigdzie 
na .s wej trasie nie spotkalismy si^ 
z lakq zyczliwosciq i goscinq. Sie-
dlce is very, very good." 

Nocleg w Siedlcach, a na-
st?pnego dnia kilka minut po go-
dzinie osmej rano podZajazdcm 
" Hetman" honorowy start. Znow 
asysta siedleckiej Policji Drogo-
wcj w petnym rynsztunku, ponad 
setka dzieciakow na rowerach. 
Przejazd przez centum Sicdiec. 
Na ulicy Brzeskiej krotki postoj. 
Wlasciciele firmy dystrybucyjnej 
"PIASTA" - panowie Stefan 
Kniodziejczyk i Ircneusz Ma-
cicjczy k wr?czyli pi?ciij paniom, 
ktore jadq w tym rajdzie, symbo-
liczne bukieciki kwiatow. Napa-
miqtk? i na pozegnanie Siedlec. 
Tego samego dnia "AXA 
WORD RIDE" w Terespolu 
przekroczyl granice Polski. Wje-
chali na tereny Bialonisi. Potem 
Ro.sja, Mongolia, Chiny, Japo-
nia i znow Stany Zjcdnoczone. 
Jeszcze tysiqce kilometrow do 
pokonania, ale coraz blizej mety. 
Coraz blizej zrealizowania swej 
pokojowej misji... 

.lanusz Grudzieri 


