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School Lays Strong Foundation 
By Lau re l Shaper Walters 
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"1 ' PROVIDENCE, B.I. r j r = = r : 

E VVAIY .sclmni (l;i>' h(.',L;iii.s 
llic same way heir al Ihe 
( (iiiiniiiiiily I'repaialoiy 

S r l i i Mil i n ,1 II .seel i n n 11| -.^i m l | i 

I 'l I l \ i l Iciici'. IM. 
• riir whiile si.liiMil (̂.'l.s i i i-

uelliei". ami we say a plerltie tn 
I iiii scKes." says 11 mil li-t^rader 
lames Delnnan, 

When asked il' he l aii I'epeat 
Ihe pli.'dgr, .lames cloesn'l liesi-
late. Looking slraighL alu.'ad 
iluotigh round-lramed glasses, he 
iceiles llie pledge, whiih was 
wiiMen liy acclaimed 
(liicaj;!) edue.al.of 
MaiA'a Collins: This 
day has heen gi\'eii lo 
me Iresli and eleai. I 
(an eilhei' use il or 
Ihrnw it ;iwa,v. I promise 
I hat I SIKIII use this day 
lo Ihe liillest, lealiziiig 
I hat. il (.'iiii iievef come 
hack again. I i(?alize 
I hat. I his is my life lo nse 
or thiow away." 

(.'omniniiit.y Piep, ;is 
the school is known lo­
cally, w;us rounded iti 
1 !1|S J hy Cornier college 
loommaies Danii'l Cnr-
le.y. a t(\ich(.'r. and Roh-
ei i I lain;, an ec.-onoinist. 

The school's mis­
sion is lo gi\e ils sln-
d(>nts ;i strong edii(;a-
lional foimdalion en­
abling Ihem to go on 
lo colli'gp-|.)i-ep high 
schools and oNcnlnally 

Covunimity Prep ui Providence, R.I., 
helps studenls wlio 'lend lo get AASV' 

hid.ld solid educational, base for college 

to college. 
"We're here to challenge Ihe 

le\el ol' cNpectation |t'or each 
clii!d|," says Mr. ('orle.v. who is the 
pi iiK'ipal. Ivight. now It. is only t.lie 
real cream ol Ihe crop h)r whom 
college is held out, as a real possi-
hilit.y. We want, i.o say that average 
students .., should have colU.'ge 
clearly in miiifl I'or themselves, 
should leam how to think and 
have Ihe skills neee.ssary to suc­
ceed in a rigorous colloge-prep 
high school priigram." 

SIGN LANGUAGE LESSON: Teacher John Cmtij Uilks 
hriii iii(i-ii)i]>(it) f'i! stuilpnl al Communiiy P>vi) S< 

Tlie school began with 2.'3 stu­
dents in three rented cla.ssrooms. 
('orley and two other teachers re­
ceived a salary ol" I 1,()()() eai h 
I hat l irsl. year. 

.Alter several years ol renimg 
space at the local YMCA. the 
school jiurchasetl its own build­
ing, ("ommunity Prep moved into 
ils new home this year. A stall of 
12 ecliicat(;s 80 students in grades 
1 to H. 

Oiiginall.v. all Ihe sindenfs 
were from tli(> iiei.uhborlioods ol' 

southwest Providence. 
And everyone received 
substantial linanclal 
aid. 

Today, some stu­
dents come from 
wealthier sections of 
the city. But cmly 12 
percent of all students 
pay the full tuition of 
.?4',500. More than 71) 
percent of students re­
ceive Tmancial aid for 
more than half of their 
tuition. 

No student has ever 
been turned â vay be-
caus(> 111' linain'cs. 
Fimding conies from 
corporate grants, indi­
vidual donations, and a 
small state subsiil>-. 

The school is de­
voted to diversity 
among its small group 
of students. This year's 
student body is 40 per-

ii ilh a 
hnol. 

cent lilack. [lercent white. \ ^ i 
jiercent Asian, and 21) peicent 
!-!ispanir. 

I'hrough a partneiship ^viih 
liu! Rhode Island School I'oi ihe 
Deaf. Community Prep also has 
si.x deaf students. "We see heaiing 
impairment as .just another aspect 
ol div(.M'sity," says Andr(\i .loscph. 
flircclor III devclopmciil ai llic 
school. 

In a si.vtli-giade class, iwo 
teachers slaiul al the I'lonl of Ihe 
room. One is talking, and Ihe 
otlu!r is translating the lesson and 
discussion into sign language. It 
makes for a li\'ely atmosphere of 
varied comnumication. 

Figlitli-grader .loyce Hopkins, 
a lu-aring slud(>iil. began taking 
sign language when she first 
came to Comnumity Prep iwo 
years ago. "1 wanted to communi­
cate with [the deaf sludenlsj so 
much," she says, ".Viul I always 
wanted to learn anollier lan­
guage." This year. .Joyce is leach­
ing sign language to other sin-
flents at the school. 

Classes are small at Commu­
nity Prep, and individual attention 
is enhanced by a steady How of 
volunteers. Most cla-ssroLnns 
throughout the school have more 
than one adult working with the 
students. 

I^arbara Chnrcli(\s, a commu­
nity volnnteei and reliu'd teacher, 
lu;lps out in the seventh-grade 
math cliLSS several days a wei.'k'. " I 
came to the school and asked. 'I^o 
you have a place for \oluii-
teers?' " Ms. Churches recalls. 
The staff at Community Prep wel­
comed her into the school. 

Interns from various colleges 
in the area come in to run regular 



group aciivities. The college stu­
dents organize an after-school 
program and take over classes 
during Monday morning staff 
meetings. "We want to make use 
of all the resources that wo can," 
Ms. Joseph says. 

The school year is divided into 
five terms. M the beginning of 
each term, students meet with 
their teacher and parents to set 
goals. Grades are based on how 
well students do in meeting their 
goals. "The kids end up taking a 
lot of responsibility for their 
work," says Joseph, who has a 
son at the school. 

The entrance requirements at 
Community Prep are still evolv­
ing. For the first few years, "we 
had no admissions criteria; we ac­
cepted everybody," Corley says. 
He saw a need to help middle-
school students in the neighbor­
hood perform better academi­
cally, and he simply responded to 
the need without a long-term plan 
for the school. 

"I'm more of a throw-yourself-
into-the-middle-of-a-situation 
type person," Corley says. "It's 
not the best management .style, 
I've come to find out. But it's 
pretty good for getting things 
started." 

In the third year, Corley began 
to rethink the school's structure. 
He committed himself to putting 
more money into teacher's sala­
ries. In addition, all incoming stu­
dents were required to have 
scored at least in the 70th percen­
tile on the math or reading por­
tion of their standardized tests. 

"The thinking was that if they 
scored in the 70th percentile in 
math and were weak in reading 
comprehension, they've shown 
good native intelligence in one 
area, and we can work from 
there. ' ('orley says. "We've come 
to find that marked discrepancies 
in test .scores are also a sign of 
learnim; disabilities." 

LEARNING MATH: frincipal Daniel Corleij with Alycia Mn.se and ChaiUe fio.v.s. 

The new admissions require­
ment drew a disproportionate 
nimiber of students with special 
needs into the school and created 
a challenge for the small staff For 
this reason, Community Prep is 
re\1sing the admissions guide­
lines. .Vs of next year, incoming 
.students are required to have a 
minijnum average in the 60th per­
centile on standardized tests. 

" We're still looking at the av­
erage or above-average student," 
Corley says. "We're not at all 
taking the cream of the crop." 
The goal is to make sure "we can 
meet the needs of those people 
who come through our doors." 

"The public-school system has 
programs for the gifted and peo­
ple who can work with the learn­
ing disabled," Ms. Joseph says. "It 
is those kids in the middle range 
who are given no special attention 
and tend to get lost ... that we 
think we can really make a differ­
ence with." 

Corley has had to devote much 
of his time in the last several 
years to fund-raising for the 
school. "We've worked hard at 
getting resources together, help­
ing us to establish a home. We're 
pernjanent now; we own a home 
in the neighborhood," he says. 
Now he plans to give more atten­
tion to what goes on inside the 
school. "I've been in more living 
rooms of prospective donors than 
in the living rooms of prospective 
parents over the last three years," 
Corley says. "This year that is 
changing." 

Community Prep has gradu­
ated almost 50 students, and all of 
them have been accepted to col­
lege-prep high schools. Some at­
tend the public magnet high 
school; others are attending New 
England boarding schools. 

The first Commimity Prep 
graduate is now a freshman at 
Tufts University in Medford, 
Mass. And he's on the Dean's List, 
school administrators report with 
pride. 

The 1992 graduates - today's 
eighth graders - have sent off 
their batches of applications and 
are waiting for word on accep­
tances. "It's nail-biting time," says 
Joyce, who applied to nine high 
schools. 

But Damiso Husband, another 
eighth grader, isn't worried. 
When he went to visit high 
schools a while ago, the students 
were doing math that he had al­
ready mastered. " I tliink 1 may be 
ahead," ho says with confidence. 
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CONCERN FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

YOUTH PROMPTED 
PRINCIPAL TO 

START SCHOOL 
PROVIDENCE, R.I 

• "My children are Ihe fourth 
generation of my family to be 
born in soutlivvestern Provi­
dence," soys Daniel Corley, 
who founded the Communi iy 
Preporatory School in this poor 
section of ll ie city i-.'iglit years 
ocio. 

The lest of Mr Corley's fam­
ily moved oul of the area long 
ago. Dul Corley has no plans 
lo move north or east into 
•.veallhier pai ls of the city. "It 
would be giving u p , ' he says 
•;lin()ly. 

f"le did leconlly move v/ilhin 
the ne ighbo ihood, however: 
(.orley, his wife, and two chil­
dren now live next door lo the 
local soup kitchen rather than 
a bar. 

Conimuni ly Prep grew out ot 
Corley's concern tor the young 
students in tlie neighborhood. 
|-le v/cisn'l wil l ing to give up on 
Ihem. "Kids would come hang 
oul in my yard, and I would 
help Ihern v;ilh academics, " he 
soys. 

He ond Ihe neighbors began 
discussing llie iacl< ot effective 
middle-school education in the 
city. "People would actually 
move out of Providence when 
their child became middle-
school age," Corley says. 

He and his wife were just be­
ginning to start a family of 
their own, and Corley decided 
il was time to establish a 
school in the neighborhood. 
But Corley's daughter Ruth 
didn't start attending Commu­
nity Piep until this year - as a 
sii^lh-grader. 

"We have a lule here that 
students have to leally want to 
go to school here," Corley 
says. Up until this year, Ruth 
chose to remain at the local 
public school with her friends. 

- L. S. W. 

LEARNING 
ENGI!05SED: i ' l l ' l h - H l l d t ' l K l i n n a 

I '11,1 , : ! I • • n n ! , n .. ; / ; / / ' ( , 71. 
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School Reform, 83 Kids at a Time 
By DAN CORLEY 

And RoncRT W. HAHN 
As Republicans take control of Con­

gress and most of the governors' offices, 
they must soon decide how to approach the 
nation's crisis in education. They will find 
a clue to what works-not only on paper 
but in real life-in inner-city "altemative" 
schools that outperform public schools. 

One such alternative is Community 
Preparatory School In Providence, R.I. To 
date, 100% of its students have been ac­
cepted Into college preparatory high 
schools, and 86% of its college-age alumni 
are pursuing degrees-more than twice 
the urban public-school average. Yet the 
cost per student is no more than that of 
Rhode Island's public schools. 

Community Prep is not your average 
school. It is an Independent middle school 
(grades four through eight) we founded 10 
years ago for Inner-clty youths whose par­
ents felt their children's needs were not 
being met by public schools. 

We started the school because we both 
had experienced problems in educating 
students In the public schools, particularly 
because of the system's bureaucratic in­
flexibility and unwillingness to experi­
ment with new .-ipproachns. Fresh out of 
college, we were idealistic enough to think 
that we could create an educational alter­
native that would enable inner-clty stu­
dents to enjoy leaming and develop a pos­
itive attitude. 

The school began with meetings with 
local parents and community leaders. Far 
from being apathetic, many parents of the 
inner-city youngsters we hoped to educate 
expressed a willingness to sacrifice time 
and money to send their children to a 
school that would challenge them person­
ally and academically. 

Initially, only a handful of community 
leaders were willing to lend their support. 
Some did not want to support the school 
until it was a demonstrated success. Oth­
ers expressed concern that the school 
would shift the business community's at­
tention away from the public schools. 

Despite these concems, the school 
gained enough support to open in 1984 with 
25 students in three rented classrooms. In 
1987. with an enrollment of 54, It moved 
Into part of the local YMCA. And when 
these quarters became cramped, trustees 
raised money to purchase and renovate a 
former parochial school In the heart of the 
city's poorest neighborhood. 

Today, there are 83 students. Almost 
half are African-American, 20% are white, 
and the remainder are primarily Hispanic 
and Southeast Asian. The median family 
Income Is $22,500. 

How docs a school successfully chal-
lonc;(! .111(1 (tovelop such nn at-risk student 
body .' Community Prep does it by promot­
ing flexibility, instilling values and involv­
ing parents. 

Flexibility enables teachers to devise 
their own innovative approaches. For ex­
ample, teachers found they could Improve 
both verbal and math skills by having stu­
dents write the solutions to math problems 
in words. 

Flexibility also allows teachers to take 
advantage of unforeseen leaming opportu­
nities. Six years ago, teachers saw a 
chance to help acclimate deaf students to 
the hearing world and to teach hearing 
students about a different culture and lan­
guage. The result was a partnership with 
the Rhode Island School for the Deaf. To­
day, many Community Prep students are 
fluent In American Sign Language, as 
friendship and teamwork have overcome 
communication barriers. 

However, as teacher Cathy Jacques 
points out, "All the teaching in the world 
isn't worth a hill of beans without values." 
So the school not only teaches reading, 
writing and arithmetic. It also emphasizes 
a fourth "R": respect. 

As students learn respect for different 
cultures, religions and ways of communi­
cating, they also learn the value of hard 
work and self-respect. Students begin each 
day by reciting the pledge written by In­
ner-clty educator Marva Collins: "This 
day has been given to me fresh and clear. 
I can either use It or throw it away. I 
promise thiit I shall use this day to the 
fullest, realizing that It can never come 
back again. I realize that this is my life to 
use or to throw away." 

To teach the value of serving others, 
students^collectively are required to con­
tribute about 2,500 hours of community 
service each year. They have worked in 
neighborhood soup kitchens, helped the el­
derly write their autobiographies, read to 
preschool children in day care, made beds 
at a homeless shelter and cared for ani­
mals at the local zoo. 

This sense of community actually starts 
at home, with parents taking on responsi­
bilities that are not expected in other 
schools. Parents assist with school activi­
ties, fund raising and administration. 
Every family shows its commitment by 
paying at least part of the tuition cost, or 
by working for tuition credits at the school. 

Most important, parents are involved in 
their children's education. Parents and 
teachers meet regularly. Families-the 
parent and child-sit down quarterly with 
the child's teacher to set goals, a process at 
the heart of Community Prep education. 
The resul t is a contract - a goal andaplan-
that has personal meaning to the child 
and is fully supported at home and at school. 

Defenders of public school education 
have criticized this model on the grounds 
that the school "cream-skims" its stu­
dents. This critique is unfounded for two 
reasons. First, it ignores the fact that pub­
lic schools often place their best students 
In gifted programs-tme cream-skim­
ming. 

Second, while the school does screen 
students, the range of achievement on 
standardized tests for entering students at 
Community Prep begins In the 40th per­
centile, hardly the cream. Nor are these 
children from affluent fannilies. More than 
90% receive financial aid. 

A decade after Community Prep 
started, the American education system is 
finally becoming more flexible. There are 
a growing number of Innovative public and 
private options for educating at-risk youth, 
and a growing number of public schools 
that are being run by private firms and 
nonproflts-an idea that was unthinkable 
only a few years ago. 

The idea of increasing parental In­
volvement in education Is also gaining fa­
vor with the political establishment. Edu­
cation Secretary Richard Riley recently 
released a study called "Strong Families, 
Strong Schools," which agrees that we 
need to rethink the roles that parents can 
and should play in educating our children! 

The message from this Impending edu-' 
cation revolution is clear. Public educa­
tion can be changed for the better by cre­
ating altematives that beat the status 
quo. In other words. In education, as in 
other areas, competition can work won­
ders. When GOP govemors and legisla­
tors across the nation focus on the educa­
tion crisis, that Is one of the first lessons 
they need to master. 

Mr. Corley is a co-founder and executive 
director of Communilii Preparnlorif School. 
Mr. Hiiliii is 11 rcsiilnil srhvlar iil llir Aiiiir-
icon Enterprise Institute nnd a co-founder of 
tlie school. 
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Minority Students Find 
Hope in Private School 

P R O V I D E N C E . R . I . — A t an u p s t a r t 
tTHvate schoo l h e r e , t h e r e a r e no l u s h 
k r e e n p l a y i n g f i e l d s s p o r t i n g f i n e l y t a i ­
l o red t e a m s . T h e i j u m b e r o f p e r s o n a l 
a > n i p u t e r 8 w o u l d e v o k e e n v y in o n l y 
the poo res t o f p u b l i c schoo ls . 

' " Y e t In the u n l i k e l y s e t t i n g o f a h a n d 
fu l o f r e n t e d r o o m s i n a d o w n t o w n 
y . M . C J ^ . b u i l d i n g , t h e C o m m u n i t y 
P r e p a r a t o r y Schoo l is t u r n i n g h e a d s 
t»ecause i n s t e a d o f b e i n g a n o t h e r bas-
p o n o f p r i v i l e g e It Is a beacon o f p r o m -

B y V I C T O R I A W H I T E 
IpKttl 10 Thm Hem Yort Jimtt 

ise f o r b r i g h t e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l c h i l ­
d ren f r o m a w i d e v a r i e t y o f b a c k ­
g rounds . ^ 

D a n i e l Co r l ey , a P r o v i d e n c e t e a c h e r , 
und Rt)t>ert W. H a h n . a m e m b e r of t h e 
P r e s i d e n t ' s C o u n c i l o f E c o n o m i c A d ­
v i se rs , f o u n d r d C o m m u n i t y P r e p f i v e 
y e a r s ago f o r a c a d e m i c a l l y g i f t e d c h l l * 
d ren , who a r e a d m i t t e d r e s a r d t ^ s s o f 
a b i l i t y (o pay . W h i l e a h a n d f u l o f the 64 
s l u d e n i s a t i h c schoo l w e r e c h a r g e d . t h e 
f u l l $3,300 a n n u a l t u i t i o n , t h r e e - q u a r ­
te rs a r e . n i e n d i n g f o r less t i i a n h a l f 
i h a t . and •utme p a y less t h a n (500. M o r e 
t h a n (200.000 o f the $267,000 b u d g e t t h i s 
school y e a r c o m e s f r o m c o r p o r a t e 
g r a n t s , i n d i v i d u a l d o n a t i o n s a n d a 
s m a l l subs idy . 

' T h e y ' r e J o i n i n g T h a t L a d d e r * 
T h r y ' v p t a r g e t e d 4 l h (o 6 th g r a d e so 

i hey can get s c h o l a r s h i p s a t p r e p 
s(h(M)ls and then m o v e o n , " sa id L i z 
Cheng , a t e l ev i s i on p r o d u c e r a t W C V B -
T V in Boston who he lps r a i s e m o n e y 
f u r the school . " T h e y ' r e Jo in ing t ha t 
l a d d e r HS opposed to b e i n g le f t b e h i n d . " 

A l l n ine s l u d e i u s w h o h a v e so f a r 
g r a d u a t e d f r o m C o m m u n i t y P r e p a r e 
p u r s u i n g co l l ege -bound p r o g r a m s o f 
s tudy . W i t h s u b s t a n t i a l f i n a n c i a l a i d , 
f o u r a n ; a i i e n d i n g p r e p schools . 

Class«rs a r e kep t s m a l l , w i t h aca ­
d e m i c p r o g r a m s t a i l o r e d l o the I n d i v i d ­
ua l , a n d Ihe c in .sswork is d e m a n d i n g . 
On stand: i rd i7.ed tes ts , s t uden t s h a v e 
u v e r a g r d a i w n y e a r g r o w t h tn r e a d i n g 
skdl.s HHfl H i h r e e y e a r g r o w t h m 
M i a t h r m u t i L S s k i l l s f o r each y e a r they 
a re m C o m m u n i i y P r e p . 

T h e g i i i i l is a so l i d f o u n d a t i o n I ha t 
w i l l put the c h i l d on t h e t r a c k t o w a r d a 
g iKxl co l lege. On a l a r g e r sca le , M r . 
Co r l ey hn[M'S Ihe schoo l c a n b e c o m e a 
[ lUKlel fo i l e a c h i n g i n n e r - c l t y s t uden t s 
a r o u n d the na t i on . 

" I h c n r ' s a g i e a l need, a c r y i n g need 
in indci>eiu lent sch inds in t h i s c o u n t r y 
al Ihe s e c o n d a r y l eve l f o r m i n o r i t y s t u -
i l c n l s who art? r e a d y to s tep in and ac­
t i v e l y ] i ) in il) t>eiter e d u c a t i o n , " sa id 
M r . ( o r l ey , w h o f o r 13 y e a r s t a u g h t i n 
Rhode Lsland |>ublic. p r i v a t e a n d pa ro -
( h i i i l S( IKMI IS. He l e a c h e s m a t h e m a t i c s 
al i h r .sctiool as w e l l as s e r v i n g as I ts 
rxe<'u l i v f d i i L'Clor 

N a m y l "a in , a i r u s i e e at C o m m u n i t y 
I ' l ep , sa id . ' Me s chosen th is age r a n g e 
lK,'cause li s Ihcso k i d s who h a v e i r a d i -
l i o r i a l l v t a l i r n t h r o u g h the c r a c k s in the 
p i ih l i t si luHd .sy.si'eni in Rho<le I s l a n d . " 

Des i re l o L e a r n R e q u i r e d 

I III- ( jM in i i iMnuy l^i ep d i f f e r e n c e is 
;ii ii< i i l:tt>'d ;it Ihe t>eg inn ing of e a c h 
schiMil day A c h o i u s of vo ices s l i l l 
c r e a k y w i t h th i ldhtMHl rec i t e th i s 
p l i r d ^ r , w t i i i i M i hy M a i v a Co l l i ns , a n 
edi ica ic t i w l i o has he lped i n n e r - c i l y 
sclHMtlchi l i i i (11 in ( . :h icago: " T h i s d a y 
has ht 'cn n i v e n lo m e f r e s h and c lea r . I 
( an r i i l i r r use i i o r t h r o w it a w a y . I 
p i o i n i s p i t i a i I s h a l l use Ih ls d a y to the 

D a n i e l C o r l e y , t h e e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f t h e C o m ­

m u n i t y P r e p a r a t o r y S c h o o l i n P r o v i d e n c e , K . I . , 

t e a c h i n g a m a t h c l a s s a t t h e s c h o o l . T h e s c h o o l . 

w h i c h w a s f o u n d e d f i v e y e a r s a g o . a d m i t s a c a d e m i 

ca lJy g i l i e d c l i i l d r e i i f r o m a w i d e v a r i e t y o f h a c k 

g r o u n d s l e g a r d l e s s o l t t i e i r a l i i l i t y t o p a y t u i t i o n . 

fu l l es t . rea l i / in>^ i t i a i i l c a n lu -vc r c o m e 
back a g a i n . I n - a l i / e i h a i (his is m y l i fe 
l o usi> o r lo l l i i (itv a w a y 

Wi l t ) Ihat t h i ' v a i e o f f l i a i m o i h c r d a y 
of c lassi :s in the schoo l , w t m t) d e m a n d s 
not on l y a wi l l i [ i | ' , i )ess to wo i k a n d l e a r n 
hu i a lso an a c i i v u d e s i r e l o do so a i 
C o m m u n i i y l-'u p. 

1 o t>t̂  a d i i i i i h - d . a s iu i t i . i i i i m i s l l a ke 
an e n i i aiK e c . x a m m a l i o n a m i s l iow 
alM)ve-avera)<(: in ie l l i j^ence. in at l t :asi 
one a c a d e m i c a r e a . M i . { I i n l n y sa id . 
" A n d Ihe s i u d i ' i u t ias lu say . ' I w a n i to 
go t h e r e . ' " he sa id . " I f llitr s l u d e n i 
says , ' I do i i ' l warn l o g(( he re , m y par­
ents a i e l i y i i i ^ lo m a k e me." t t ien I 
sa id . ' Y o u ' r e se t ; y n u dnn ' t h a v e lo 
c o m e . ' " 

As a i u l l i e i sc l inu ls , s i i i d e n i s a re 
d i v i d e d i i i l o g i ade leve ls . ItuI he re l l i ey 
a re g i v e n wn l c l.ii i i ude i n W D I k al I I H M I 
o w n pace. A n i a i h c lass , fu i c u a m p l c l 
m a y l>e m a d e up i t i os i l y of f i f t h 
g r a d e r s hu i i iK ' t i id i* :a.'vei'al l i u i r i l i and 
s i x i h g i a d r i s w hi j a lso happen to w o r k 
a I Ihe s i t im- leve l I J(i/ i : i is of V f t l i i i iU 'e is , 
m a n y of I I I I M I I e d o c a l i i t n sMidt.'i i ls a l 
H r u w i i t ' n i v e c s i i y . l u . i ke ii pnss ih le Im" 
a clas.s of IS I.I lie div ided ix i as t i i n ;d l y 
in to iw'u o[ t i l l c'- ^1 imps . 

D i v e r s i t y I m l u d c * D e a l I ' up i l s 
I l i e Si hiHjl ye.H IS d i v i d e d iii l<i l i ve 

t e r m s . At l l ie he i^ i i i i i i i i g ol eael i i t ie s iu 
den i m e e i s w i i h Ins p a r c i d s a m i l e ; i ch 
e rs l o set ^i>al.~: and w i i i e ;i l e a l i s l i i 
p l an fo i a i . l i i ex i ug iliu.sc f .uals " l l i e 
l>lan c.'u) In: v e i y l ias tc . ' M r C u i k y 

Ability to pay 
does not matter 
at the Rhode 
Island school. 

sa id . '• ' I Wil l h a v e l u e a k l a s l l>efore I 
c i nne in i t ) sct iool . I w i l l do m y hon)e-
w i i t k w t i en I get t i o ine . o r a f t e r sup()er 
hu i b e f o r e i t ie t e l e v i s i o n is l i u n e d o n . ' 
These a r e th ings I t i a l a f f e c t s o m e o n e ' s 
l e a r n i n g . " 

I n v o l v i n g [ l a i e n i s in i l i e i i c t i i l d r e n s 
c d u c a i i o n is a t i i ^ l i p i ioi i i y . " l i s j i i s i 
ohv ious Ihat if I h r p a ; e i i l s and l oach -
e i s w<Mk lugeihf .T. the s i i i d o n i is g o i n g 
lo do I x ' t i e r , ' M r . d n k y s a i d . 

W i l l i a n a r r a y of push^nns p i t r ssed 
i i i i o u m a p of I ' r o v i d e n c e . l ie g i a p t i i 
( a l l y d i s p l a y s ihe c o l i i i r a l ini^t at C o m -
i i u i n i i y P rep . M a n y p ins a i e c l u s i c r e d 
i l l Ihe (HKjrer a r e a s of the ( i i y . I l i e r r 
a r e 22 ye l l ow p ins fo i i he 22 w h i l e s i n -
d e n l s , 1!-! hlup p ins i e p i c s r i i i i n ^ l l i e 
h lack s u i i l r n i s . l l ) i ed p ins f m l l u 
.SoiiilK ast As ian s h i d e n i s and K g i c c i i 
p ins ( i l l i t ie s l u d c n i s of M ispann . i nd 
o i l i e r r i h n i c h a c k g t o u n d s . H u d d l n s i s , 
H (Milan Ca i t i o l i cs . evan^^el i i a I a n d 
i r a d i d o n a l I ' l u i i . ' s i a i i i s . M o s l e m s a n d 
l ews a re ai ihe M I K M I I . 

• In g e n e i a l , the a i r i i n s p h e i e l i e n is. 
l l ie i n o i e d i f feMMi i Vil l i a i e the i n u i e 

w i i nde i t n ! yuu a re , " s i i i d I >el)hie 
Wl iee le r . d u e* I n r of v n l m i l e e i s al Ihe 
S(h(Hj|. M I S . W l i e e l e r ' s son .liH-y is one 
of s u di ;af s l i i d e i i l s w h o t i ave ( o i m : 
h e i e f i o i i i Ihe Nhnde I s l a n d S C I K M I I f n r 
Ihe | ) i - ;d , w t i i i tl p rov idc 's l e a c t i c r s as 
i l u - i r in le t p r e i t : i s . i i ( ^ o i n m u n i i y P i e p 
• i t f -cai ise of i t i e i r a l l i l u d e . i t ie k i d s 

t i a v e i l n i v e d ti(.-i(r." M r s . W h e e l e r sa id 
of C d i n n i n n i i y I ' l c p . " M y son is a 
s i i a i ^ h i A s i i i de r i l . l o IM* dea f and l o 
w a u l III he j i i i i in i h r d e a f schoo l and in 
ano i t i i - i ' schoo l , tha t s a y s so m u c h 
a tx i i i i i l i a i scti iNil I c a n ' l t rven te l l yon . " 

'Who le Idea Is V e r y A m e r i c a n * 

I ' . veo ina l l y . M r . C o r l e y ho[K's l o ex­
pand l l u - schiHfl l o I.SU S l i i de i i i s wiTt iool 
sact i l i e i n g l i s d i \ ' e i ' s i i y 

" A lilt ()! [ t a i e n i s w a i n i n e d u c a t e 
i l i e i r c l i d t h e i i w i t h the p n l i h c sct iool 
[ t i ipoKi i iMn, " M I . ( O r l e v sa id . " I t i t y 
l i ke It ie l i i i .x. I t i e whol f - idea is \ ' f ; i v 
A i iw - r i i ' ; i i i " 

M I I H ' I I - IS a C' l in iMoi i St r LOitl d i a l I m is 
i l i ioM^di Ihe h a c k ^ r o i u i d of ( . d i i i i i i n n i i y 
I ' l e p < ' l i i l d ie i i , i l IS an nntap|>ed c a ^ e r -
Me-i.N lu l e . i i n A o l t i a A l x i n l l a l i says he r 
Mi l l . I .Mi l i i i -d . a ( i l l t i g i a d e i , Wiis in t l 
< ha l i ( - i i } : (d HI i t ie pu l i l i c schon l l i i - used 
111 Mi i i - i id . l int now l ie is w r i i i i i ^ re-
seal el l | iapi I s and e i i j o y s sc tuml . 

I h i o i iK t i Ins a c i i i i n s . rau t ie t -d I K ' 
stow s on Ihe SCIUMII |H',rhaps i l i c t i i g t tes l 
I o in [> l i i nen i a g i ade -schoo le i c a n g i v e : 
As h is m o l t i e i sa id , " H e neve i p i e l ends 
h) he si(-k so ti<- c i i i i s tay h o m e , w h i c t i is 
lilt fei etll 11 oil) tiefi)| V." 


