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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 13, 2000 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR LISEL LOY 

FROM: Bruce Reed 

SUBJECT: Parents Matter Brochure 

This brochure was created by the White House Council on Youth Violence to be 
distributed by national education associations to middle schools and secondary schools 
throughout the country. Included in the brochure is a proposed forward from the President that 1 
am submitting to you for approval. The brochure will be complete and ready to go to print 
Tuesday, November 14, 2000, pending any comments or edits you may have. We would like to 
send this to the printer as soon as possible, and preferably by Friday, November 18, 2000. 



f ^ & r t trte'̂ beeinrung oPthe^2 IstCentury,, 

ife*f!!**,wefhave! much- toieelebrate about~.our 

mataons,young, people. I'hey. areifar-ihealthv 

er;: raorsjprosjaerous'.^andtloofoforward to :„: 'v; 

- more promising. hves- thanjeven beforei imajsi.-fî  

-'Our'history.':Teens, of all'ethnicities are < •• -.v̂ ii? 

•completing; high schoohandienrolling-iiw'-r '-

Il • eollege at-record rates, and; more.teenagers'. •. , 

fi-ithanuevepbeforejare. volunteering .toi.senve'!,;••',» 

:lhrough'-,Gommiijn]l:y,sen.viGej,;In''additionL• ' i ."̂  

many harmful' behaviors are-on'the^declineiiJ^? 

includine:.youth violenee^andijgun-related. ~. -• 

GPiiTie.::homicide. suiGideJteen-pregnanGy 

,and>in the last few years.s.drugpuse.'̂ '-i' '-:>:̂  

Nonethelessvjthetrates of..yo''uth':violenee.-,'. 

:smoking.:alGohol!.and;iOther-!dru^use'i and 

'unlntendedip^egnanGy.::are•stlll^fa^!,too•hlgh|̂ i 

unto adulthood In May 2000 the First 

, vLady and I hosted a conference^on 

.'A RaisingvResponsible and^Resourceful :. • >. •. 

•„i '̂'<vTeenagers'.-'-iAtSi:hiSiGonference'.wevheard' •• 

t,.;;, fronT.parents!-'resea''r6hers'..iprofessiona'ls.: - t 

iwho.w.ork. with teenagersvvand f r o m V - . 

teenagers' themselves-.'The:message we'' ,'i 

heard'. :loud.andi cleaF'.'and'Gonfirmed by ' - i s l 

recent studies..-is..thatsteenis view.-their'par-i 

entŝ as••the;best•:soufce îof infonmationiancJfs ;̂ 

• guidance on seniousi'life issues'.Tand that' 

teenagers-.raie noi/^having;enough time-

'in-our, country.,'Despite aima'rked?deGline 

v in-teen-homicidevover the pastvseveral'j,.«-.i 

-years., far .toomany .communities •are''>s*.'^t u 

scaried by violence ^ 

* We know that the iDest approach to the 

.'.problern.̂ oayoiith^^violeneeMS'a Gomprehenr.«;>!':' 

with their parents as their top concern 

That is why I directed my White ' 

House Council on^Youlh Violence toc 

, develop} information lesources for parents 

'vrThiS5guidef;provides parents soiiie -helpluh,.,̂  

i(!.fcGommunieation itipsifop talking' to••thm'i-.^t 

' /oteenagers7pttsugge<itSfways totdiSGUss^diffil'S'̂ l 

cult issuesr^such as'.•.vlolence •̂fiuns'.''tobae-

GO. alGohol and other ̂ drugs—and'helps 
• . • ^ ' - r t . . . : • ..VTW.-.,̂ ^ ".-'. ' I . :';-.'.rc £.'. .. '• • 

parents, identify t'he'warning signs ;oft'-' ji v 

harmful''behaviors:,'In-some'iinstanGes.'ipars, 

ents-may. need•'professlonal̂ g^UldanGe• to, iii; ' 

sivefone; requiring-,the.<Gollaborative: eflorts/. i 

•o&students^andjparentsfetcachers. ihealth. 

•care providers;Jawienforcenient. judges: 

Gounseloib and rehgiou^leaders That is of raising a teenager and this guide jjro^ ^ 

why airiongfother initiatives my vides.helpful resources ̂  

i#̂ assisi3̂ ^ 

why aiTTongfother iniUatives my ^ ^ videS|,helpful/; 

Administration created the oafe'̂ cnools' i •» J^L he great American authoaand Gham-,lil 

' HeaJt/i} Students'lmhaiive to support elfec pion o&human niglits Pearl sBuck once-^^l 
^1,1 . ' ^^-^^^ 'I " ^ -^''Vr -'^.t-r c u M 

. .'•''GhildSitrfails',iUSiall-?;,Un otir;..natidnal?stnug-vJI 

• Jj<[gle-.'ap|in0.y6̂ ^̂ ^̂  

!; ;''.^fa'irSijirVGhildrM •',;':,| 

••'entisV shar:ê reis[̂ ^̂ ^ 

'•'. dren'' safeiAWejveyalK'got .to'JddJoiari^ 

.tlve'j collaborative.responsesitc^violenGei/. '̂? 
3 t"^^"^ • 'brineine-'toeether sGhool'irujrsesacounf 

:sel0rs;;teaGhers.varid';law ênforGement;".,Lu 

promote a/ihealthier future>!for'.our-Ghildr 

..and'Oui-'iGommunities;'" vrju^'s....... ... 

'f̂ -̂i'̂ T'Y- •'̂ Ŝ -̂ î r̂ 'sfS'̂  • "'!?•>;V'̂ .;̂ i='-'-;vv 
-•,;:,;.'At,chejsame'itimei^wei.knowithat young 

• .people Gontinue;to 'need'-support'-and!.*- -.-'a 

4 

. v;i'','a>'^,-.ijt 

4 

and this guide should help * •> A-S-,;-!!: 

, , -^'^ -^>PresiaentM^jlliam''Jefferson £hnton\ 



The White House Council on Youth Violence was established by President Clinton in 

October, 1999, to coordinate the federal government's efforts in the research and preven­

tion of youth violence. The Council is chaired by Bruce Reed, Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy, and the Council members are the Attorney General and the 

Secretaries of Education, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, 

Labor and Treasury. 



^ r ? f immci'uls'con^IbS?d'^h"e / > '̂' " 

developm'ent of,this '̂'dociimerit* The '''̂  

White House Council on Youth Violence * ^ 

wishesi to thank Dr Robert SchUjCbel the 

primary author of this guide and Teddi ^ ,t ' ' 

jpine Charlotte GillesjDie ^nne Mathews ^ 

Younes Bill Modzeleski Carolyn " 

î O Connor. Louise-Peloquin .̂-̂ and'TarnS'. • . • - . , . 

4^ 

r 

:-Tumav. fopjtheip.assistance;. 
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' White House .Council) oniYouthi Violence; 

Soma 6'."Chessen ; 
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^MariCiE Burke r 
yrlDcputy Dii-ectoi 

','l!!Jicholas„J. Lewin 
sAssocjate JDjrectOf [. 
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RADM'Susan Blumenthal MD '^jii 
U 5. Assistant Surgeon GeneFai, 

t.::Senior Pubhe-Health Advisofi and^-:' ' 
f Scientific Editor 
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\||Bi|hisris.̂ anTexGiting<-timei:tO':'be>a t̂eenagr •'' 

-„ B:,er;;in.America: Youngspeoplettoday -

: are-growing up. in a rapidly, changing'SOGI- '• 

• ety.:.With ihppes foP' a<very'(jromisings.: • •. > ^ 

If ^future. Survey resulLs.ishowvth'at 8:4% of 

i.higlirSGhodbstudents plahiito: attend'3. 

.' four^year .eollege-.- Jeensioverwhelmingly • ] 

fshare'»theiP,-'.parents; .values of honesty and '•/>:. 

.hardi-wopki^-andare'engaged' in.positive 

•lactivitiesf-MoFe-than. halfifoC-alli'teenagep.s-'. 

volunteer witlva^'Gommunity organization.-': 

I . attend.aihouse ol .worship .weekly/̂ read the • 

'newspaperr.twiGeiiaftweeksorrmore...and 'i':^^ 

attend Gultupal:,.eventS'.opwisit"museums:.. £i', 
T * / < -

-'v-i 'lnispite of•thiSf.positive>-outlpGk. how-. :! 

ever.;.ad6les*GenGe?#.thWransition'';betweeri*j 

childhood-andradulthood'.^-iS'Still'one>of • 
the: moso dilliGultT-timessfor'Ghildren-and'':.-.. 
* * / ( . 

- '̂parentsualike.' Growing.iupms more than-...i 

.the .physiGali/changesiithatioGGur.jsuGh astK.if;i 

. •.:getting'-taller.or more.mus-'' 

•: v.Giilar.';Tj,liisipassa"ge'is';.a'.:M 

ir«"fopestablishing'Jhd'ei3endTfR|' 

r-/,.enoeytesting."limits;;:ti;ying.-̂ ^^^^ 

on'idifferent rdlesS'fex'jjlbi'inĝ ^̂ ^̂  

new^feehngsfapd fostering!L|*e: 

intellectual.gr'6wth"::'Abov.evy:..: 

alliS ado2esGence.'is:JaV/:ira :: 

< • thatttakesf timcvto-Ifapperi'. 

^ 1: 

-.• and Other drug-use.-'Even, the.'best̂  •- • ' 

.informed youngfipeople are .Gonstantly. J ->'• •:; 

••"tested by:soGial-pressupes.- emotional needs • 

and their peers The push and pull 

; between'.righti and;wrong;Gan become:av .' 

• . tug'of-war-bet-ween adolescent^nd'papent: '•-> 

: ..'̂ ^ '̂Being a papent..jgrandparent.^foster • ; 

. ,-parent,, or caregiver of a teen is.both .•: > 

rewarding and challenging.-.Caring'^adults - v 

• can make all,the.dillerence in,:a Ghild.s:life- • 

Th is.iguidetppovides some usefubtools 

••;to'im[Drove your communication with. •• • 

>oui teenager to help him 01 her get ^ 

„ thrpugh, adolescenee.successfully.t'Read -

; / I t all or select.the' sections: that, helpi'you' :S 

the most ^ 

Getting the Conversation Started^ - • ^ 

'tips fop opening. up,theidialogue.';even : 

•,:t':io aftep it.has.been-shut down. :(Page'.2.') : • 

^" Increasing Responsibility and 

Ficcdom^ideas foP'how to set the; liirir •. 

its that protectjyoup teens while still 

-. -giving them' room.toigrovv'.andidevelop. 1 

' (Pagers) ^ " ' 

.J,.""Managing: Anger: Theirs;^and:Yoursr^ 

,̂ ::'anger-7management skills, tha't: you can • 

"•. •̂ useiuand that you can'share^^with youp . •' 

adolescent Q̂ age 8) 

«."ftHandlin&;tTouBh SituationsrTTexamples'^ 

iof difficult situations identification 

of warning signs of tpouble ^and advice i t 

•;on;jho,w..to;'hahdleifcertain.fproblems;..;'' 

1 
(Page^9)| 

• Wh«itParents Need Help First—heljD^J 

^ ' ing your spouse or yourself deal with ^| 

,jssuesi.th^at̂ are:affeobing..younj;Ghildi;! 

. •"'.;We:-havevall.heard'.the-frightening-'and« 
, , 1. ^ i ^ ^ ^ i " ' ^ ^ t y r-

.'heart-breaking{.statisticsvabout:youtmvio.-" • -

, ienGesidepressionvStobacco/'andfalGoholte /::• 

(Page 16) 

Getting Help fon^ouri',iTeen 

-: suggestionsi>abou t "how. to: rget 
° ° 'B!f'5ii6jB<' 1. 1 ° 

:-helpiron>;̂ our.'-teenf.and-,your̂ :'' 

family (Bage^lSr ' ^n"^"^ 



' i^t^horm^l^jf^ iisehxr time,^ilh'|t^ a 

,':..rnope'-tirnesW^̂ ^ 4 hard'fjriie^^^ 

M e m ve'arsf-But̂ ^ shoul̂ lri't-hieahtth^^^ '"ings.";They ke'epJtbe'î ffeê ^̂  ' . 
' ' H ' P i a r i c i ' i r i r i i n r b i t i H o i n a f ^ i r i n i l i o • r ' a r o n f c o t - i r l ' ."i - «^t^c^H^a:••',;PoV'^a^^fc•'t^^r»^^^tl•^•/-^-.J^r'o\ 

f I- < f m^ aboi.iL-jWĵ hat.,sjibajppening.̂ ,̂ • 

%^woiilgHalkiW^̂ ^ 'No} '̂: ,• . .SoijieJteeiis, how pa'rents:.'>f'' 

''i^0sfM.ari(dlam^ 

•.:;mr§an&^̂ ^̂  ;.-: i :pkienti!-an1d l5'e, persikerit^ 

'Pfriends ori the^phon^^ ••',::;l t •A^:#£i^;k^^lvI;S^ '' '''''^'-.'i 

.'.she-^gets'niooayiana-angry.' rwantltoireach-'. 

.;'',;;&'Ja'6met'iiirie^ solution isieasy:--opend " : 

t'rrippeVtim 
5,-^f^w •• -..j:'̂ ''-Sjr''!'.3?''i'i:. -'l^'.-. ': ' (V • ....'••l̂ 'Av'î î .-̂ fe" . •" 
; that ;you;bqthlenj"p̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ,'' 

timei'is.,an-exGellent'Voppoptuhity for.'̂ that ,, 

Why Do Teens Stop Talking? 
Sometimes they're trying to be independent. Some­
times they're embarrassed about their own thoughts 
and feelings, such as anger, or their sexu­
al desires. Sometimes, teens shut down 
because of pressures they feel at home, at 
school, or in the community. One of the 
most important reasons teens stop talking 
to you is that they're afraid to speak hon­
estly with their parents. They believe if 
they talk openly about things they have 
done that might be wrong, they II be 
given a lecture, punished, or criticized. 

psupe-theKelevision is turned olf andlyou * 

rf'ahdkyBu'kte'enfare '̂ "*•: 

ilagre^thaSthey„want4to spend-more time 

'^i%^'-

How Do You Get Your Teenager 
to Start Talking to You Again? 
The best way to help teens open up—and stay 
open—with parents and other adults in their lives, is 
by showing your acceptance of them. When they 

make a mistake 
or misbehave, 
you can lovingly 
help them learn 
from their experi­
ence. Make sure 
they know that 
you love them, 
even when you 
may be deeply 
troubled by their 
behavior. 

thpough. If you cant topeak-througln'-, 

:;jtjiepe>Gould'be' a mope sepious. prob-

lemiithani'embarpassmenE op.''a; dilf i - - , 

f culty communicating f 

1 ^tiit*^ t 



PARENTS MATTER: HELPING YOUR CHILDREN NAVIGATE THEIR TEENAGE YEARS 

L I S T E N I N G TO Y O U R 
T E E N 

Let teens know you will listen and try to 

undeistand their point of view, without 

putting them down or trying to control 

them. Being open-minded 

sometimes can be difficult 

for adults. But to commu­

nicate with teens, papents 

need to do mope than just 

talk; they need to m 
listen, and really 

hear wiiat their 

teens are saying. 

They also need to 

notice which issues 

are not being dis­

cussed and have the 

courage to start a 

dialogue about 

tho.se issues. 

When disagree­

ments arise, listening does not mean that 

you give up your authority as a parent. It 

does mean giving teens a voice in matters 

that concern them. Through family dia­

logue, parents get to know what their 

teens are thinking and feeling, and teens 

get to know where their parents stand. 

Sometimes parents and teens can reach 

agreements when none seemed possible. 

Even when agreement cannot be reached, 

teens are more likely to do what their par­

ents wish if they I'eel that their parents lis­

tened to them with an open mind. 

o 

rfl 

TODAY^S TEENS 
ol 

I 

' jTherpressures .youi.felt. as.an adolescentihave^ v, . v 

«jibeen;magnified.jfor;feens^today.' iYou •will'irecog- • 

i nize some of these,.issuesi,thatimake-it'difficult. 

as.fcifor..youth,today.aS''.issues^that.^concernedvyouJ..-'j'r 

duringHyour''youth. Others are.uniquet-tovtoday s'. 

teens:'. 

• Wantmgrfo'.be part: ofsaijgroupiiis^t'gE • 

i Ghangingsfamily-struetures. • r 

TGoncern.about^body>:image 

School pressures " , , ' ^ ^ 

.-.Easy access.to alcohok-^tobacco'.iillegalrdrugs"*!,'. 

: r and'guns.. 
•':.~'-,'.<4K.'3ji.'̂ '" 



i ^ H ' try-to Start a^Gonyersat4on',witni.tneir ' , ^ r r.rr--:.r—'̂ ^ 

|B||pi^^i;-ar^;h^:M^h^ 
slSfel#e^;kre"ti5u^h^':'iPC'^A^^ 

: • _ . ^" V , ' ,^ai| |»:lC9aHnt:..; .'S:,.so vinp.'nrob ems..aftP.r watRhina a . IV . i' .';." 'i=5tepies,.,however; 

ji thatiiineed; to,be dis-
,..,TT.'-. •,- :,•-••. 

i^cussed. ieenagers , 

[riffaGê 'ipressures-aW • 

f t^mStatlorisljib'oijt':' 
'i '•-'•̂ •''*y-«''V."' '!.•-.•••'- •' ••".'• •: ' ,•• 
f:.:alGoh"dT;ahd'Other. . - ',,1 

;-!sdlying'fj3robrems,..afteir watGhirig: a .TV". .•' •: ;•:.: 

y.v.pape'ntsi >-

, J-dPugs,sex,,tdlDaGGd 

;"'gU.nsi|^iid'violence...,.; 

!;'--.TJlieŷ eed';â ^ * 

^^e r^e •acltiifc;,sujD^ 

^^ai0dF;a«^ris|'s:.H( 

* shouidvfind •times .and: ways-ffo'''''̂ : 
|.;j.:^f!^V:;':!'j V". '̂j:::-'':.".'/;!,;^^^^^^ ..••••';• • 

/litalKiî jkVith. theipA!eens;.Ae/o/s. ' 
h's'iif'.jf.M..^,:-K' ,s, . . . : • - . . . . . ' ; • 
'.Hserious-ppoblems .occur, . • 
sj3;!î i§*s.; "•' .; V-̂ .".::̂ .;::..-:. v-'-'̂ ^- îf; 
;.• |3referably early :in 'thei liyes''df;̂ Sp 
L^tlimjChi Id i-feVi ?',Bu t Ut :is • iie ver •:"' 

lei'*,' '-'r-'Si;! ,̂ • . , i 
• tod-late to start. 

'• ' f i )kM^^^^^^^i:y^^"^^ sim ;̂r._l--'; 
pl3jj |b|gin a.dialî ^̂ ^ about^ •;>",,,'. 

v'tHesg;issues;.as part of - hdrrnalut;! 
>..:'•'.' • '•'••'„?'•••'^:i^ 

ItiGonyePsationutdttc 
t-t • - • -

,;:.;teach-.-
^iable'rnoriiehts-.: happen; dur- f̂'fS." 

., ihg;,dayrtOrday, actiji'itiesr̂ ir.dp.)!̂ -?; 

Being Sensitive to 
Cultural Differences 
Teens in minority ethnic and racial 
groups may face particular pressures 
related to their status as minorities. 
Parents of these teens should be 
especiolly sensitive to these pres­
sures, as well as any cultural and 
language differences that may affect 
your teen's interactions at school, 
with peers, and with others. 

Breaking the Ice 
Why con't / get a discussion started with my son about alcohol, drugs 

or other tough issues? He just tells me "Everything is fine" or "It's my 

life" and walks away. 

Below is an example of one good way to open a dialogue about a 
tough issue, and some roadblocks that you might encounter: 

You; As a family, we've never talked about alcohol, tobacco, or 
other drugs. I'd like to know what you think and feel about 
drugs—and I want to tell you what I think. I promise I won't 
punish you for what you think, or have done. I just want us to 
talk. 

Teen: It's my life; I'm old enough to make my own decisions. 

You: You're right. This is your life and you have to moke your own 
decisions about what you do. I don't want to control you. But 
we do need to talk. I want to hear your thoughts, and I want 
to tell you mine. I promise lo listen with an open mind, and 
ask that you do the some. We may disagree, but at least we 
will understand each other. 

Teen: Forget it. You always end up lecturing me. 

You: If our discussions have ended with me lecturing you, then I'm 
sorry. But, I won't lecture you now. I want to talk with you, 
not ot you, and I want to hear what you have to say. I'm will­
ing to hear your complaints, too. How do you feel about talk­
ing with me? Even someone as old as I am can change. 

Teen: I don't know, but maybe we can talk later Just not now. 

You: OK, I can wait a little. Today is Monday. Let's both think 
about it for now, and we'll talk again on Thursday, because 
we do need to discuss these issues together 



PARENTS MATTER: HELPING YOUR CHILDREN NAVIGATE THEIR TEENAGE YEARS 

show OP movie that poptpays violence as a 

solution to a disagpeement. 

If youp teen doesn't want to talk, try to 

be clear that your purpose is to build 

understanding and to be supportive, cer­

tainly not to find fault or to punish. If 

you can't nudge your child into a dia­

logue, back off for awhile. This strategy 

can be disarming. Then, give youp son OP 

daughtep some time to think it over A 

few days later, you can try again to start 

the discussion. Papents can be flexible in 

getting the dialogue going, but should not 

give up on the need fop this discussion to 

eventually begin. Although it may be 

hardep to get boys to open up, papents 

should engage in dia­

logue with their sons 

and daughters alike. 

Today's teens, 

more than ever 

before, need to con­

nect with adults—if 

not a parent, then a 

coach or teacher, 

grandparent or foster 

parent, clergy member, or other trusted 

adult in their lives. Teens need at least one 

adult with whom they can talk openly. 

They should not be left to rely solely on 

other teens for important information, 

convepsation, and help with ppoblem solv­

ing about how to grow up wisely. 

SOMEONE 
YOUR TEiENS 
CAN T A L K T O 

sa.-,iipy-,to/establish«strong communication' 

With youp teen but icmembci that some l / l 

sjfe îteensiimay talk.mope.ojDenly about sensi-.;" ^ 

..', tive topics-with'-someone who. iS':not their.' 

parent o/guardian If you ape,drpapent 

''ftpy'not to let this hupt youi feelings 
^ , ,1 

,:.r pemember that-your-child •.willvrespect you' 
::̂ -,.̂ .'mope!:-in: theiilong, pun;:if you:eneouFage';...i;i- .̂| 

him,OP Rep to talk with someone else if j\ 

that is what woiks best Singl^ papents \ -^^X 

s.sf*?..te-..- rand, other-parentlii'tnay want-^pj 

to'find- aimentoringiprd'^amW 

• that-.canibeia -soureiŝ o'f sup- - i ; ^ 

popt: andrcan. provide'sorne-w.?*.* 

•-one.' With whom .your teen.can 

talk. Your teen sischool guid-

- ance counselor imay know , 

about'.suGh»programs.:-. •• ifc- r 



: :\.:>.i;i}u%j;i^:? 1̂ ' .•\ s-̂ ' .i.-K-;>',̂ .-..'i- -'ij.v.-̂ .-:-iieed.tdr.agree'̂ toJbehave!|ii%Fê  

i.,;>B"e:ehs''heed buti-'.: :'•'",ways-and show, diat they,xa'n:ha_n̂ ^̂ ^ 

r • • ! 'h6W..,dQ{yp^rTia^ 

i '. lt:'S.'to.ugh;,to,tdeGide';vyhe^ to'-giyesyour . f-. ' ents-mfopmed'. 1 hat \yay,:,par,ents kiio.w.f" ,:_.'• 

Y t&n\more;fpe6ddrn5D.di:you .hangi-bri to V ?'-igi^-vvhen to .lend.guidanfc^e'iahd supei?vls^^ f'M 

'-•:jr;j;'S:.>;. 

••'''.•f|. t . f t^f ' -v •i;hatiS.'vyhereTespiect; 
•: isn't*easy.̂ '©ne%pa'ren , • -V v' 

It lier .teen|majMip - ' ' v ; . . ^, 

i v\!thpu|fr^^|c^ 

^r |̂ierp;are5m^ • f ' ^ ^ ^ R f S f ' ^ T •'̂  

If • %e;.the •puiU^hd'lausffibeiw 

St-ahd.-ir^deiaenaeiiiGet;..-;' •: - ^C^^'^^^ ^:-;::|'^.a^*^34^?^'-"^<^^'?^:^'^P>^Mf'g;-P9"f'^|^ ' r.'ai;,.y6.u ilger ,an'd.̂ yoij|n^ ages; .̂-'./.'p̂  .teen',. and;.being •supportiy%"(;;«:.r. 
j - ; 

|:;JJ'!̂ Sf̂ .'-vv̂ >;''̂ —^̂ ^̂  
|y^!^|^f^viQl^h^e>^^ • " f ^ ^ ' l f ^ ^ r ^ ferdmii&i^p^i^Militi^ 
l l ^ i L ^ L l • = _._^;.l:,.y'li^^Mti.::,::Iv-..i, v'' / : - : " ; U . " , " : ' ^ i / ^-^l-v • ^:':.'s?!??y«ir-

^5;ypUngj|giW 

jj^g Challenge 
To help teens learn about 

^^entsTfo>'make^ î̂ illeslfof•:theip«Al 
'-'̂ .6. '̂ >\̂ i;, • •• 

.tehiiaren;:.get>''dldep;'̂ '̂̂ ^ 

howeyef.-̂ the'̂ ^ 
'ic:ir^©Mi-'̂ ,'v •'̂ •̂ ^̂  ; ,ii-.twleapn' tojmaRe , 

tsomefofitheip'ownr 
ft • • -• £i'deGlSidhs'aiidf^life 
.••̂ o-$̂ î .̂ .y-, ; < -•. '• ' •-' 

-i?tKC '̂KV,M?.î ^ ,̂-.̂ V.w; ' . • .c. ' l 

fecnoices.jr'reens'.. !.:. . 

-...jfjieed'th^ .eha nee, to 
ir^pfactice gbdd:,d 

.;;̂ sid|nfm¥î l,ng'sk̂ ^̂ ^̂  

fiand-jtoCmanaee';:?*"?: . 

, ,lLet; ybyir^teerisllcngw thî ^̂ ^̂ ^ , 

ifiygain mbre^freedionlj'asittheyM^^^ 
!'r %?i.;'|„4I;:''v.."''' .;•• -^;^'*"-^flSiiv^#^', •^ 
I'^Jdemohsdrate-' incre^ingivilf^'*'^- y.'. 

i*'.*̂ pesp.onsibIe-:behay.ror 

the world and accept new 
challenges with the least 
amount of danger and 
harm. Parents must walk 
a fine line between con­
trolling too much and being too 
relaxed about rules. When parents 
are too restrictive, they can push 
teens toward rebellion. When they 
ore too permissive, teens may get 
out of control. It's a balancing act. 

:growing,yp:5iUea5n,ipg.-:.;, 

' aridi^ad'apfingVto'iifu'les'T^; • 

^ rules abiDut .driving;:an^^ 

,. ti"wbrkV'*i"*ules about'jilri'rik-, 
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ing and dating, social rules and family rules. 

Teens will test the rules, but over time most 

will make these rules part of their lives. 

This kind of reliability is worthy of recogni­

tion and praise. When you can rely on 

your teens behaving responsibly, it may be 

time to give them more freedom. 

Parents should believe in their teens; set 

high standards for them, encourage them, 

expect them to 

achieve their goals, 

and provide consis­

tent love and sup­

port—including 

practical help—so 

they can achieve 

the promise that 

lies within them. 

'§§N^^f^M^^^' 
. • •!>'Jai6n!]s.y67ng3wel/|/n';niiddie schoolr ne'iS ^ - • •-• ''•—• 
'^j*5!vg're'atjw/7h and he/p|-*.f- "<,• 
fer{5jofounc((tlie^^ 

'^f^jKSirtcfd^t.c6lors;W jians'^with'^''':^^ 
..ifh'eir,Boxer'ih^ A'fewinq've,»p(er^^^ • .•• 'i 

;:' .;:.-tbnaues?'dnd fottoosiS^^^ astced 'C '' 

.v|5'?|ix/e&iclW 

^^•^..(fidsV^S/iou/a-/ lil0nf£uj/iifiesjeqo^^^ 

.:shooldjiid^^ :̂ fife'iflf̂ S'.'.. 
'': ,.Aclblescerits'dVei:striving;.fp • -i , 

• " •.i'i'%:p*i§«':.'3'';*'>' 

G e t to K n o w Your 
S o n ' s F r i e n d s 
Ask your son to invite his friends to 
your home so you can meet them. 
You'll show that you hove an open 
mind. If his friends behave poorly in 
your presence, your son will notice. 

You also need to understand 
what the boggy jeans mean to Jason. Are they just a style 
he likes? Or is wearing them a way to identify with the 
gang types? Sometimes teens dress differently just to harm­
lessly show some independence from the family. Think back 
to your own adolescence, and remember the fashion 
changes. There may be some similarities. 

Have a discussion with your son about his friends and 
about the clothing he likes to wear Sometimes discussions 
can bridge differences. Maybe your son will be swayed by 
what you say about the jeans and gangs, or maybe he will 
convince you that boggy jeans hove become a style that 
has little to do with belonging to a gang. 

A conversation wi th your teen can help you decide 
whether there is a real problem or it is just a question 
of fashion. :' -;i'frdecisi6ns'»abouli;th^jbdggy/^ 

v.. ;:"V y9"r<sonisftrjeiid^ 

;.'-̂ ,!:':: t>f{dlh,tliei.d^ V'-''iX^ .̂:'̂ -'̂ ^ î̂ STf̂ r̂ '̂ - ,:--'5f'.:g-":-y;.;'i 
.'-^'/.yourvOwii^val^ .him^m6re\freeciorri..,VVhen)it•eomei5~.^^^^ 



JW''MW^ s us Lget so'angry libwwtup We end'up ^ r J I 

p3jM;,Kppotect^ehildren'-,fpom(aGtingi^ft«;r • ' .. :sa-eaming at each other andfsaying.^t/iwgs^^'^-^^ 

rjwe'regiptrBf^^^^^ I; .';.violently::;abusingi'alGohob and.otheridrugs 

|f:Vor-,engaging-in.otlier<highrrisksbehavioPS. ,-

.••"Butifamily members-̂ -T̂ even. in. the most 

rtloving.,families^-get angry at onesanother , 

lt:'fpom'!time to time, When-familiesiconv^ 

Ip'^municatetwell and-work-eooperatively..- •• 

:.angep'ean be resolvedrwithouKa'sproblemr 

l^'Kandled; poorly:i,:howeveP: --angep getsnn'/ • i... 

the.'way of good').Gommunieation..between:. 

.:papent;,and child';'Anger-withouLcontPol •.; 

scarV'SometimeS'ibe dangepous and'-may:'̂ ;' fr -

r .even'become-violent"; ; • •• 

|rv.Ss';f:,;Some>:adults; see anger; as an 'emotion\:v' 

that should' be suppressed. beeause'-itflead.S' 

•ttoitrouble. •oomet'grew up. in farniliesi;in! 

With the many changes''that occur'; - ; 

>- during.adolescence'. •it<S;.nof.unusuaMop: 

• '.•; teenagers.tO' feel= anger and'resentment -. . 

, • •.' towarclparents.- Adolescents îstpuggle: toe :. 

: ., establish' their.own independent identities 

J as'thlyApreparei foP; adulthood...SomeT. : • • ,-

times angep is^thcip way of assepting 
. . . . . . •'. . • ;;,itif:i.--.. . .; -.•.'.."• . . . t •,>•?(.• • 

•i indepjend-ence. This.ean';weap.;'thin'on -

. ; parents; who may.fight''.;baGk with;theip 

owniiangeiv. creating: a:vicious•Girele-of.- 'i 

—. escalating.resentment.^ • ,.!-!>. ',;., ' v -. 

The best solution.to out of control 
. •..•.•;!angePr̂ whethep;fpom',a(.papent OFitfpom.'a'.-: *• ̂  '"̂  
- teen-^is to stepiback and identify mope 

•.whiGh~angep:genepally*:led t̂O'explosivê  'positivetfh'ealt^^^ waysf;tb,;de:aifj-\A^̂  

|g behaviop and even'violence Others^ivere / .''^feelings <We dd'this^'when we can calm 

taught' that i f is.mot ;:niGe,i;'tO: be angry;.' ' ' ' 
•h A <• t :,; ' 

:'Many';adultS'are"not"goodfatimanaging i-.-g'̂  

:.:anger; and.exppessing this emotiorfinvai-^t 

healthy way. .ks..impontant.that parents;' 

?know.. how.̂ to manage^anger,suGcessfully.';in • 

sfamily !life;;!at -work'andrinahe Gommuni.T:;;,-5 

ty:- And tha&.same rknowledge'''needs tô bê îsi 

down-andi respond.:in.a' diSGiplined.and:. 

V,. .^thoughtfulvway. ;By...maintaining;eompo.-^ 

^ sure jDarcnts can be'good role models" and t 

-' o|3en>the'.'door,.to Gonstructiveicommuni-

cation wiih then childien ^ ^ 

I But how.,do you keep calnij^when, ^ 

^ ŷ pu feel pushed to the limit ' Here are ^ 

:some-suggestions: ! shared''w.itlT;ehildren::so'that; • 

theyjearni this impoptant skill ' ^ ^ ^ 

fee/jape wy? doesnt̂ knon^ ' - n f i l t Z f ^ - J ^ ^ ' A . . . . .2 .^•'•' 
; A.' ^ ^ T i f ^ S T F O R C A L M I N G 

how to handle^his intense feel.^' - ; * D O W N ^ 1 ' , ' 
7/7§y He talks back to'us ana t V ' ^ " 

swears aius'^mkdoesntdc^^'" ' P»ck your battles Sometimes the issue even: 

,whatweaskhimitdido::-HeS-: 

ili^'iseews: to: beiti;yingsto aggravate 

• .•;iS'tnot!Worthi'the;<anger.-,or.".worlh.<apgur 

ing about •> 

. Takei aSdeep breath-î Gount tcrten., . 

' ;:-'Think about the'fjssue?before;'i^in0le.v 

word^Gomes^out of \ our mouth , 

I ' * * ! t o for a'̂ walk"''*^ , t , 

f Use self-Wlk.Uto^calm down Thd t̂ is 

.. 1,.:*, say something)soothingiitosyourself 'suchi-

^ - as I neeb toirelax and stay calm I 

i.--Gant;affordkoiblow--up:!-.'̂ . 
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• Reframe the issue. For example, when 

your son says something rude to you, it 

may be less a matter of him disrespecting 

you than a sign that he has a problem 

with his anger. "Framing" it this way, you 

focus on the fact that he needs your help 

in overcoming this problem. 

• Use humor. Humor can sometimes be 

a good way to calm anger, but be sure 

not to use sarcasm, which can sometimes 

be hurtful. 

Sometimes the hardest part of helping 

children learn to manage their anger is that 

parents have to look at their own practices. 

Parents need to ask: 

• "Have I accepted my own anger and 

the anger of others in the family? 

• Do I express anger in positive and 

constructive ways? 

• Do I resolve conflict well? 

• Have 1 taught my children to accept 

and express their angei?" 

Resolving conflict constpuctively may 

be a huge challenge, but it's an absolute 

necessity fop the sake of evepy membep of 

your family. 

R E S O L V I N G C O N F L I C T 

Once you are calm, you ape in a better 

position to address the issues that caused 

the conflict. Here are some tips: 

• Give your point of view. State the 

problem as you see it; speak clearly 

and calmly—don't yell. 

Ask to hear your 

teen's point of view. 

Pay attention, lis­

ten, and carefully 

consider what 

your teen is 

saying. 

Discuss ways 

to solve the 

dispute with­

out a battle. 

Practice the art of com­

promise. Find the middle 

ground you can both live 

with comfortably. 

Assert your authority, 

when appropriate, but in 

a calm, yet firm manner. 

W H A T I F T H E A N G E R 
D O E S N ' T S T O P ? 

When anger becomes a chronic problem for 

someone in the family, the underlying issue 

may be larger than you or your teen can 

manage. If you even think your family is at 

this crisis point, or if you even think you or 

any member of your family has a serious 

problem with anger management, it's time 

to seek help from a mental health profes­

sional. Recognize that this situation necessi­

tates counseling, and sometimes that means 

the entire family will need help. Refer to the 

sections on "Getting Help for Your Teen" 

(page 19). 
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! tiiat 'to'day'sfteen'â ePS:rface'f̂ ^ '; 

|.''-'which .are different<:thahsf^ you expepi-L sound farhiliaf.,;-; . . • .•• • yv.,... 

pBer.v.tiidUgh,: that evej;y!:teen&g-

rent ;ahd-thei'eris dfterî hotGlê ^̂ ^̂  
\'fi. iritei'verie'-tbfifi'erffiyoul:.^^ dvercome'iU'̂ 'ft-::*^^ ; 
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What If Your Teen Is Being Bullied? 
Bullying is a serious problem, affecting many chil­
dren. A recent study indicated that nearly 1 in 10 
students in grades 6 through 12 have been bul­
lied in the past year. 

Victims of bullies need help and support in 
responding to this aggressive behavior Many par­
ents give their children conflicting messages about 
how to respond to physical aggression. Should 
you encourage your teenager to "fight back" or 
not? We do not want to resort to violence, but we 
also do not want our children to be victims and to 

feel powerless. Most 
experts agree that chil­
dren should not hit 
back, other than for 
self-defense and sur­
vival. Retaliation per­
petuates a cycle of vio­
lence. It may also lead 
to escalating physical 
confrontation, which 
can be very dangerous, 

especially considering the possibility 
that weapons might be used. 

Parents can help thei r chi l ­
d ren who have been teased or 
bu l l ied learn to be power fu l , 
w i thout resort ing to violence. You 
could start by letting your teenager 

know that you seriously disapprove of taunting 
and other types of bullying behavior, and that you 
think no one should have to put up with this. You 
con empower teens by asking them if they have 
any ideas about what might end the bullying. 

Parents can teach teens some powerful, non­

violent ways of responding when they are bullied: 

• Demonstrate strength by using eye contact and 
positive self-assured body language, with their 
head held high and shoulders back. 

• Practice "verbal self-defense", using any­
thing from humor to clever comments to 
de-escalate tension. 

• Proudly walk away from provocation, and 
ignore taunting. 

Young people are entitled to a safe learning 
environment in their school. Another way to 
empower your teenagers can be to encourage 
them to speak wi th school adminis t rators 
about the prob lem. In port they may want to 
raise the issue of their own situation, and their 
own safety fears. Sometimes, it is most empower­
ing to discuss the situation as a school-wide prob­
lem, without focus on particular perpetrators. 
Parents should bock up their children by also voic­
ing the same concern. School/community partner­
ships can lead to effective programs that reduce 
bullying behavior. 

If teenage children have been picked on for a 
long time, they probably hove some intense emo­
tions from that experience, and could benefit from 
talking about them. Victims of bul l ies may 
experience anger, anxiety and even depres­
sion. Being the vict im of a bul ly can also be a 
risk factor for v io lent behavior. Your teens 
need and deserve help coping w i th these 
feel ings. You or a mental health professional can 
give them opportunities to express themselves, 
and resolve these feelings. 
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to talk. If you are still concerned, or if you 

think that your teenagers may hurt them­

selves or others, you should get help imme­

diately. Refer to the sections on "Getting 

Help for Your Teen" (page 19) for assistance 

in finding the right resoupces. 

B U L L Y I N G 

/ was called to my 13-year-old son's school 

today because he stole some money from anoth­

er boy during lunch. This wasn't tlie first inci­

dent. A few weeks ago, the principal called 

because Keith made another boy take the 

blanie for giaffiti he wrote on the school bus. 

No matter what we tell him, he constantly 

seems to get in trouble. What can I dor 

You ceptainly have peason to be con-

cepned about your son's behavior. He is 

acting like a bully and needs your help 

to put on the brakes. The principal was 

right to call. The school can set a clear 

standai'd—no bullying—and make sure 

that your son understands the consequences 

for violations of this rule. You, too, need 

to make clear that you disapprove of bully­

ing. You need to help your son develop 

empathy—which is the ability to under­

stand how other people feel—and to care 

about others' feelings. You will probably 

want to impose consequences on your 

son for his unacceptable behavior. Be firm, 

but do it in a loving way. Right now your 

son needs/OL// empathy, understanding, 

and love. By providing this, you can 

show the power of caring about others 

in a positive way. 

mm 

This still leaves the big­

ger part of the problem— 

getting to the reason for 

your son's behavior. You 

have to talk with him to 

determine why he is being 

a bully. What leads your 

son to behave in such hurt­

ful ways? 

With your help, or with 

the assistance of a profes­

sional, your son can under­

stand his own motives for bul­

lying. Some young people are 

bullies because they are bored 

and crave excitement; some do 

it to feel powerful; some 

engage in this behavior as a 

response to family problems; some do it for 

attention and to be popular with acknow­

ledgment by their peer group. You need to 

ask him vepy detailed questions: 

• Did you plan to take the othep boy's 

lunch money beforehand, or was it a 

sudden urge? 

• Why did you pick on that particluar 

person? 

• ' What were you thinking when you did it? 

(Ex: I need the money; I ' l l look cool.) 

• How did you feel when you did it? 

(Ex: Excited, thrilled, frightened, 

powerful). 

• How do yOLi think the other boy felt? 

• What's happening in youp life OP in oup 

family that may be upsetting you? 



i^-*.When''ypurunderstand the details of - ^ 

l̂ ^at̂ happ^ened',,.youicanvdete^mine••how.•'tb^&;l;, 

i3!lTfelpwourK%liild'..FGP exar 

4̂  -Wftlg, ,r-r 

examples/if your son-
J'l.^, ... . -

I = st0le!'money;'because he ;saw,Tit.sitting. on a'f-

, i'luneli"tray.'andi liad 'a*suddensurge.-.to, grab 

.• If. he will^need to'learnrto pecognize'ihis. 'r^', 

!*'" impulses;̂  and tovstop;.them...l£':he planned ' 

: ; to. steali.money; preTselectedfatVictimiand :- , 

L-Stole-'becausei he'wantedJtoi look imporT ' ;. ' 

K tant. he .will need̂  to .learn'-positiveways-to • 

ajmlake fniends;'and!igainfpeer aeceptance:. 
j, rSij I. n 1 ^' • 
rJ' v'*.',fWe' have.to helpiour.childrendearn.¥;;-:;!•%;', 
r ' ; '""̂  • 
'.*.'healthy.,and ŝoGiallw'a6Gei3t̂ ble ways.toi • -
M.;eope;:with'urgesiand; anger./and' to'-satisfwii*«: 

f their emotional-ineedstappropnately.-' A«bigs.«î ! 

t; Ghallenge?.JYes;j;ButvitSipart of growing, up . .. 

' and becoming a good ciUzen 

I? ft n 

D R U G U S E A N D ^ ^ A I L U R E 
I N \ S e H O O L , ^ 

•0.ur'16.7year old daughter.'Julia..iwas'caughi < 

' drinkingiat a<party .WHsuspecf thaishe has ,̂  

'Snwked^niarijuanavitoo.̂ Shes '6een' doing • - •.. .: 

'-poorly:iihschoolr-rrrin, fact: now shesineglect-s-iy 

ingtlier schoolworkiand'Jfaihngi onê 'subiectrk'!* 

^W&set-up.reqw^d\stlidy time, -but it-hasni»:^ 

helped She misses curfews ^ „ * 

'yandtJiasntebeen^doing^hei r 

about alcohMidi;ugslandrscx~.,'and,iweveil^B 

«-£ckarkabouUthe^riilesiand-,given'h^^ 

. • queneesmhemshe-^haS'brokemthemMi :. \ , 

v;©bviously it. hasn t .worked: Slie^says Im a 

'nae Wliat else can ̂ I'do 

;;;';:{Afcv̂ iv:;.r'̂ Jfi?̂ v̂ ^ ^ .. ,',.-'•. '-s-j;;.*'-'''l 

ALpOljiOLAND ' 
S U B S T A N C E A B U S E 

' v JuliaiS^dmmking'and pessibleLdrug'use may • 

be tlne'tip of'thc'iceberg; Alcohol and '̂ •. 

• drug-.use'Often ocGUP along?.with'othep ; ' • ' 

serious problems * 

' First;'yoU'need;to'talk-«to.'Julia"aboub.heP' 

«-;.alGohol'.and'.dPug.use:.;andsfind out what'* 

; ;xlpugs':she is:using»andKhow often she :is;.. •:.< 

using..themrsDon% confront her when>she"vt't> 

f:iSeems*to be;undep.3thefinfluemee .Qf'alcohol'"" 

• OP otherT<dPugs>;Wait'.until*she'!is5stpaighOL .„ • 

andjsobep Then discuss youp suspicions *̂  

vwithijhePvGalnnly'andiobjectively.-as you • 

beginja::dialogue about'alcohol; andiiOthep. 

. .•dpugsvt.Binng'in.othepumembePS^of-thevfami- ' 

:ly.:t0;.help; il''̂ neGessapy.i:..,- •. ;: t ,..' ' 

, . Second.' impose. whateveiv,discipline -your • 

.-•-family hasfdecided on'̂ foriViolatung.the 

rules, andtstick to it. Don' t'Pelcnt.beGause .(-.<: 

she promises never to do it again Make r ^ 

1̂ 

^^*fSure'tha ti she? knows that' hen; use- o f ::• 

alcohol and',otheP;dpussiiS9a'iserious,*; 

•£pnoblem:iandidhat.she,'is'liapming;: .' 

hprsplft !;•: 

:;>'':.--slS'Julia.'has'developed' a •pattern?-r ^ <••( "••<'.' "•,''''. 
, ...G&drug.use.op.has'jengagediin.'';;;'')^ 
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PARENTS MATTER: HELPING YOUR CHILDREN NAVIGATE THEIR TEENAGE YEARS 

dren have been through tpeatment 

ppogpams can also ppovide informa­

tion. 

Many young people lie about their 

alcohol and drug use. If you think 

Julia is not being truthful and the evi­

dence is pretty strong, you may wish 

to have her evaluated by a health pro­

fessional experienced in diagnosing 

adolescents with alcohol- and drug-

related problems. Refer to the sections 

on "Getting Help for Your Teen (page 

19) for information about how to find 

someone who 

can help. 

Listed in the 

box at right ape 

signs that may 

indicate ppoblems 

with alcohol OP 

othep drugs. 

They could also 

indicate other 

problems, not 

related to drugs. In either 

ca.se, if you observe signifi­

cant changes in your teen's 

behaviop, something is 

wpong. Stapt a dialogue with 

your teen about the problems. 

If you are still confused about 

whether alcohol or other drugs 

are part of the problem, or if 

you recognize that a substance 

abuse problem exists, get pro­

fessional help. 

o 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: STEPHANIE STREETT 
LORETTA UCELLI 

FROM: SfflRLEYSAGAWA 
ELLEN LOVELL 

cc: BRUCE REED 

MELANNEVERVEER 

DATE: November 6, 2000 

SUBJECT: OPTIONS FOR A PfflLANTHROPY ANNOUNCEMENT EVENT 

An often-overlooked contribution of the President and First Lady has been the way that their 
"third way" vision of govemment has transformed the nonprofit sector. Their imderstanding that 
civil society is essential to democracy has manifested itself in policies, programs, and 
partnerships across govemment, from AmeriCorps to the Welfare to Work Partnership. And the 
President's economic policies have made it possible for mdividual giving to charities to reach an 
all-time high, with the engagement of new high-tech givers setting off a period of innovation in 
the philanthropic v '̂orld not seen in decades. 
J . ^ • ... . , . .. ..... •"•'.!:'.. "•'';; {.̂  •'-. 

The October, 1999 White House Conference on Philanthropy addressed these themes and 
touched off a year of activity inside and outside of the White House. The results of these efforts 
are now ripe for a public announcement. Such an announcement would include: 

~ More than $3 million that has been pledged to launch a nationwide challenge to young 
people to give back to their commimities, with specific sites including Califomia, DC, the 
Delta region, and Kansas City; 

~ A first-ever report by the Council of Economic Advisors demonstrating the great 
potential for increased giving by wealthy Americans and that low-income givers 
contribute a substantially higher proportion of their wealth than do high-income givers; 
and 

~ The report ofthe White House Task Force on Non-profits and Govemment, created at 
the White House Conference on Philanthropy. The report documents how the Clinton 
Administration transformed the relationship of the federal govemment and the nonprofit 
sector through dozens of ground-breaking partnerships. 

Although it is not our preference, this event could be combmed with one of two additional events 
that are pending: the DC Launch of City Year (which is a great example of federal-nonprofit 
partnerships) or the President's Student Service Awards dinner honoring Eli Segal, Harris 
Wofford, Sargent Shriver, and Colin Powell. 



Here are the freestanding event options we have thought of: 

Major speech on civil society 
Given the importance he has placed on strengthening civil society, the President would have 
much fodder for a major farewell speech on the topic, including the above announcements. Such 
a speech would be appropriate at a university such as Georgetown, not only because the 
President is an alumnus, but also because it has been a leader in promoting civil society, and 
hosts both the Center for the Study of Voluntary Organizations and Service, a research institute, 
and the Volunteer and Public Service Center, directing service opportunities to staff and 
students. We would include the individuals mvolved in the Interagency Task force and youth in 
philanthropy initiative in the audience and request their participation in a meet and greet on site. 

Community visit 
During the holiday season, the President and First Lady usually visit a community-based 
volunteer program. In the DC area there are many community organizations that have benefited 
from philanthropy, engage youth in giving, or have participated in a partnership with the federal 
govemment. For example, the Thurgood Marshall Center in the Shaw neighborhood, located in 
the historic Twelfth Street YMCA building, was the fonfier home ofthe first fiill service YMCA 
for African Americans in the nation. It is being revitalized with philanthropic support from 
foundations and individuals, and is part of the First Lady's Save America's Treasures prograra. 
Volunteers through the local nonprofit For the Love of Children v̂ dll provide services to 
community youth at the Center, which will also involve the young people themsel ves in 
constmctive activities. If the President were to make the above announcements at a site visit to 

• the Center we could arrange for the children at the Center to b'S one of the first groups to 
participate in the youth giving initiative - AOL has pledged $1 million over ten years to start the 
program in the DC area. If there is a reason to do so, the event could also be held at community 
sites in any of the locations that are part of the youth intiative, such as Califomia, Michigan, 
Kansas City, or the mid-South. 

East Room event 
The President could host an event the East Room (or 450, or on a smaller scale, in the Roosevelt 
Room) to make the announcements and thank the. members of the Interagency Task Force and 
donors to the youth giving initiative. The event could include youth who will be participating m 
the giving initiative. 

Timing 
The holiday season of course is a logical tune to focus on giving, so an event anytime between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas makes sense. One possible hook is the the Combined Federal 
Campaign, which began in September and runs through December 15. We believe that news 
coverage would be best around the holidays, and are confident that the Chronicle of 
Philanthropy will cover the event. Note that both the Washington Post and New York Times 
have philanthropy reporters, and that the ATT will put out a special philanthropy section in late 
November, around Thanksgiving. 

We look forward to discussing these ideas vdth you. Thanks for your consideration. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

November 3, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
DIRECTOR OF THE DOMESTIC POLICY COUNSEL 

FROM: BOB J. NASH, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
DIRECTOR OF PRESIDENTIAL PERSONNEL 

RE: NATIONAL AIDS POLICY OFFICE 

The President recently received a letter from Congressman Clybum, Chaimian of the 
Congressional Black Caucus regarding the National AIDS Policy Office. In the letter, the 
Congressman suggested staffing changes in this office. 

Since the National AIDS Policy Office is not in Presidential Personnel's portfolio, I 
think it would be more appropriate for your office to furnish the Congressman with a response. 

If you have any questions please contact me at 6-7130. 

cc: Presidential Correspondence 
Chuck Brain 



.JAMES E. CLYBURN 
• 6TH C«£TRICT, SOUTH CAROLINA 
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APPROPRIATIONS 
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Magljington, BC 20515-4006 
August 9,2000 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

www. hou so.gov/clvburn/ 

E'mail: iclyburn@mai).house.gov 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllliH 
* 4 2 4 7 0 8 * 

OCT 30 2000 

As Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus, I have had the opportunity to observe 
first hand the many skills and talents of Sandra Thurman as she serves your Administration as 

^Director of the National AIDS Policy. I am writing to express the strong support and admiration 
Ms. Thurman enjoys among nofonlylhe Black Caucus, but also the entire Congress. 

Ms. Thurman was instrumental in obtaining funding for intemational AIDS programs, as 
well as addressing the plight here at home. Quite rightly, she is intemationally recognized for her 
expertise in the many complexities of the pandemic. All members ofthe Congressional Black 
Caucus take a keen interest in this devastating disease as it sweeps the Afiican continent, creating 
not only health issues but also very complicated social demands. Ms. Thurman has truly risen to 
the challenge arid I proudly commend her for it. 

I fmnly believe all of these reasons dictate that Ms. Thurman be given the tools she needs 
to get the job done. I would think this may include some of the intemal ranking and staffing the 
Dmg Czar has enjoyed. Thank you very kindly for your consideration, and I will be happy to 
provide additional information if it will be helpful. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

ames E. Clybum 
Member of Congre, 

JEC:dc 

319 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20515-4006 
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(843) 354-7484 
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ORANGEBURG, SC 29115 
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