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For Immediate Release 

PRESS CONFERENCE 
OF 

SECRETARY OF STATE WAP-REN CHRISTOPHER 
AND 

KOREAN FOREIGN MINIST~R SUNG-JOO HAN 
FOLLOWING BILATERAL 

Washington, D.C. 
September i, 1994 

• "!" ) 

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: Good morning. It's a great pleasure 
to have spent some time again this morning with my good 
friend, Foreign Minister Sung-Joo Han f rorn the Republic of 
Korea. He's here for several days of talks with senior 
Administration officials. 

I am pleased to tell you, as I've told the Foreign Minister, 
I'll be travelling to- Seoul later this· year to advance our 
shared interests and to continue our discussions with our 
close ally, the Republic of Korea. 

For more than 40 years no~, the United States and South 
Korea have stood shoulder-to-shoulder in an alliance that 
has deepened as the years have passed. As President Clinton 
said last year when he was in Seoul, "Geography has placed 
our two nations far apart but history has drawn us close 
together. Linked by open societies and open markets, our 
two nations have woven a ~eb of political and economic ties 
that have served to enrich both of us." 

Strong relations with South Korea are essential to advancing 
America's deep and enduring interests in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Today, the most urgent security issue in the 
Asia-Pacific region is North Korea's nuclear program. It 
threatens the security of key American allies, beginning 
with South Korea. 

It increases the likelihood of a destabilizing arms race in 
Asia, and it undermines our strong interests in·rnaintaining 
effective global regimes against the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. Hence, controlling this 
situation is a top priority of the Clinton Administration. 
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Last month, the United States and North Korea made some 
progress in reso·lving the nuclear issue in t:.he Geneva talks, 
but we still have a considerable.distance to go. We need to· 
translate .statements into actioni that lead to a solution to 
the problern. · 

Talks between the United States and North Korea will 
continue this month at the working level in the technical 
talks going forward in Berlin and Pyongyang. In preparation 
for a resumption of the talks with Korea in Geneva on 
September 23, we'll be discussing a number of important 
issues, especially North Korea's transition to light-water 
reactors. 

Light-water reactors can be provided to the North only when 
they respond to the international community's concerns about 
past nuclear activities. Unless North Korea resolves 
concerns about its past nuclear activities, it will be 
unable to implement its safeguards agreements under the 
non-proliferation treaty. 

The Geneva statement, which was released after the 
neqotiations recessed recently, highlights the importance of 
this very requirement. 

As part of what we and our South Korean allies have called 
the broad and thorough approach to the nuclear issue, the 
United States and North Korea have agreed to move for~ard to 
a more normal political and economic relationship, including 
the establishment of liaison offices. But for such a 
relationship to take shape, we will need further progress on 
the nuclear issue and an openness to improve relationships 
between North and South Korea. 

In our talks .,,ith North Korea, we 1 ve made clear that we 
expect to see progress in the North-South talks as we make 
progress in our own talks with the North. North and South 
need to implement the denuclearization declaration that they 
signed in late 1991. That objective is also reflected in 
the recent statement made in Geneva. 

Let me emphasize that we cannot finally resolve the nuclear 
issue until and unless North Korea resumes the substantive 
dialogue with the Republic of Korea. 

Our commitment to South Korea's security remains absolutely 
firm. Thirty-seven thousand American troops stand watch at 
Korea's 39th Parallel, and they will continue to do so. 

We'll continue to work in concert with the South Korean 
Government to resolve the nuclear problem. It is in that 
spirit of cooperation and determination that I welcome 

~002 
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Foreign Minister Han here to Washington today to continue 
our friendship ~nd our longstanding dialogue on this issue. 

Mr. Foreign.Minister, you're very welcome here, as you 
always are, sir. 

FOREIGN MINISTER HAN: Thank you very much. I just want to 
say that Secretary Christopher has just summed up the 
substance and spirit of our meeting this morning. It went 
very well, and I also want to say that I'm here in 
Washington to confirm our objectives and our ways of dealing 
with the North Korean nuclear issue and to work out, chart 
out our strategy and plans in preparation for the 
forthcoming meetings regarding this issue. 

We have accomplished this objective, which is part of the 
ongoing consultation that we have at several levels, 
including this very high-level meeting tha~ we just had. In 
our meeting this morning and in the course of discussions 
that I've had with other members of the U.S. Government, we 
have confirmed the importance of securing nuclear 
transparency of the North Korean program, not only the 
present and the future but also the past activities in this 
nuclear issue. 

Also, the importance of parallel involvement in North-South 
Korean relations, on the one hand, and the U.S.-North Korean 
relations and dialogue on the other. We also confirmed the 
importance of the light-water reactor project, and we 
confirmed our willingness to be a major participant and 
contributor in the project, as long as the North Korean 
nuclear program becomes transparent and resolved, and we 
find the appropriate ways and conditions of participating in 
the project. 

( . 

I'll stop here and you can proceed from here. 

QUESTION: Minister Han, does your government have any 
reservations or objections to the United States 
participating in the working-level talks either in Berlin or 
in Pyongyang?. 

FOREIGN MINISTER HAN: We think this is an opportunity to 
make progress in the North Korean nuclear issue, and we have 
no reservations. We have had very fruitful discussion on 
how to proceed in th&se two meetings, and we hope that they 
will bring out the desired results. 

QUESTION: Mr. Secre~ary, have you set a date for the talks 
with Cuban Officials. 

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: This morning the head of the Cuban 
delegation indicated that he was going to make a quick trip 
back to Havana to talk with officials there, but he 

~OOJ 
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indicated he would be back in che very near future, and that 
negotiations wou·ld resume here within he ne::t few days 
the next two oi three days. 

He's Leaving 'his delegation here, so we see the talks as 
continuing ~o be useful, and we see this as only a very 
brief interruption in the talks while he returns for a quick 
trip to Havana. 

I don't want to get into the details of the negotiations, 
but I do indica~e that there will be two or three days · 
between now and the time he returns and the talks will be 
resumed in a relatively short time. 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) 

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: I don't want to characterize it one 
way or the other. The talks have been productive, useful, 
businesslike. This we see as a not unnatural part of the 
talks that he needs to return for consultation in Havana. I 
think the fact that he's going to be returning very 
promptly, he's leaving his delegation here, is an indication 
that this is not by any means a breakdown in the talks, but 
it's part of the useful talks that arQ taking place. 

QUESTION: There are reports that the U.S. might take a 
broader (inaudible) with Cuba after the migration 
(inaudible). 

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: As I say, I don't want to get into 
the details of the discussion here~ Those talks have been 
going on very actively in New York for several rounds, and I 
don't want to characteri~e any particular aspects of them 
one way or the other. 

QUESTION: On Haiti, Mr. Secret.ary, there was a report last 
night on NBC that an invasion was rather imminent. What is 
its status, Sir? 

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: With respect to that, I would say 
that one way or the other, the de facto government is going 
to be leaving. Their days are definitely numbered, but we 
think that they should get the message and leave 
themselves. But at the present time, we continue to put 
pressure on to that end. I would say that no particular 
outcome is inevitable at the present time, and we're 
continuing in the process. 

But I would like to reiterate what my colleagues have been 
saying, and that is that one way or the other, the de facto 
government will be leaving. 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) a deadline. 
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SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: There's no specific deadline at the 
present time. 

QUESTION: Nr. Secretary {inaudible). 

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: Yes. At the present time the IAE~ 
has indicated that special inspections are a very important 
part of the safeguards agreement which must be entered into 
-- or must be carried forward by the North Korean 
Government. So we regard those special inspections as being 
a very important part of the nuclear issue tha.t must be 
resolved. 

These are standards laid down by the IAEA and ones that we 
think are essential for the ultimate resolution of this 
issue. The fact that I did not mention it in my statement 
was that I was trying to keep it relatively brief. But I 
would emphasize once again that we need to find a way to 
deal not only, as the Foreign Minister said, ~ith the 
present and the future but also to give us a full 
understanding of the past. 

QUESTION: Minister Han, what is the current status of the 
attempts to arrange for or reset the talks between North and 
south. Mr secretary, what is the Onited States' role using 
its good offices to promote them. 

FOREIGN MINISTER HAN: As you know, there was a summit 
meeting between the Presidents of the Republic of Korea and 
the OPRK, scheduled for July the 25th, but then President 
Kim Il-Sung died and the meeting could not be held. 

We got the notification from North Korea that due to 
unavoidable circumstances, the meeting could not be held and 
that they will get back to us f6~ future possibilities. 

The problem now is that there has been no formal assumption 
of the top offices of either of the party or the government 
in North Korea. We expect the position or positions, the 
power would pass on to the son of Mr. Kim Il-Sung, but it 
has not been formalized. So we have to wait until this 
formalization is made. We don't know when.that will be, but 
we are keeping all the doors open for talks between North 
and South Korea. 

SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: As far as our part in that, in our 
meetings with the North Koreans, we are making clear to them-·­
that we expect that there be progress in the North-South 
talks just as we make progress in our talks with the North. 
So we're taking every opportunity to urge them to re-engage 
in those talks. 

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, as part of this (inaudible) 
approach, would the Administration be willing to negotiate a 
formal peace treaty with North Korea to end the Korean war? 

ll/JUU:> 
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SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER: We would certainly see that as 
something far do.wn the road. We would certainly see that as 
something only·done in consultation with the South. At the · 
present tin$, we're trying to resolve the nuclear issue in 
the Geneva talks. That certainly will have to take 
priority. The other issues are a very substantial distance 
down the road. 

We ha~e, as I mentioned in my statement, talked about more 
normal relationships with them. In Pyongyang, starting on 
this Saturday, we'll be trying to gather facts with respect 
to the Liaison Office as a possibi.lity. But I emphasize, 
those are not negotiations but simply the gathering of facts 
that might enable us to move more briskly in the future. In 
Berlin, there will be other technical talks. 

Those are the 
present time. 
alliance with 
them at every 
close harmony 

matters that must have the priority at the 
r do want to underscore the importance of our 

South Korea and our intention to ~onsult with 
phase of this matter as we go forward in the 
that we've had in the past. 

QUESTION: Is South Korea now building (inaudible) outlined 
to provide money for a light-water reactor (inaudible)? 

FOREIGN MINISTER HAN: I think the timing is such that we 
have not yet reached the stage where we can talk about 
either money or ~he hardware, whatever it is. All we are 
saying now is that we are willing to make the contribution. 
We are willing to play the role that would be useful. 
Again, it all depends upon whether North Korea will fulfill 
its obligations. 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) goal of ~he North Korean nuclear 
program is to generate energy, ~9t nuclear weapons. Do you 
have any evidQnce suggesting that there is a (inaudible)? 

FOREIGN MINISTER HAN: We recognize that light-water 
reactors are much more proliferation~resistant than the type 
that North Korea has right now. That's as much as I would 
say in relation to the connection between reactors and their 
nuclear program. 
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Draft ROK-U.S. Presidential assurances 

I am pleased to confirm that the Republic of ~orea will 
cooperate fully.in efforts to arrange for the financing and 
construction of .a light-water nuclear power reactor project in 
North Ko~ea:· ~In particular, the Republic of Korea 9uarantees 
that it will provide not less than <~%> of all funding 
necessary to construct light-water reactors in North Korea with 
a total design capacity of approximately 2,000 MW(e) and will 
authorize full participation by South Korean firms in the 
project. Such funds will be made available to the organization 
overseeing the project (or its designee). It is understood 
that South Korean firms will participate in this project to the 
maximum extent possible. 

In the event that the reactor project referred to above is 
not completed for reasons beyond the control of the DPRK, and 
the United States or another country completes the project 
pursuant to the U.S. letter to the OPRK of September ~· 1994, 
the Republic of Korea guarantees to the United States that it 
will provide<~_\) of the funds necessary to complete· the 
alternative project. The assurances in this letter are subject 
to the same conditions as described in the U.S. letter to the 
OPRK of September ~-' 1994. 

( .. . ·• 

' 
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TALKING POINTS 

U.S. EXPERT-LEVEL TEAM VISIT TO PYONGYANG 

o The U.S. delegation is here as a result of the statement 
agreed to between our two countries August 12 in Geneva. 
That statem~t calls for expert level discussions between our 
two countries'to prepare for the establishment of liaison 
offices in each others capitals, should the political decison 
be made by our two governments to do so. 

o We are not here to discuss what the criteria might be on 
which the U.S. government may or may not decide to establish 
a liaison office in Pyongyang. That decision is for the 
policy levels of the U.S. Government and the DPRK government 
to decide. We have no authority to address that issue. 

o We are here to discuss technical issues and to gather 
information. Should the United States and Democratic Peoples 
Republic of Korea decide at a later date to exchange liaison 
offices, our ,talks can speed the establishment of those 
off ices by identifying in advance technical areas which must 
be addressed at the time liaison offices would be established. 

o During our trip to Pyongyang, we would like to gather as 
much information as possible on legal and technical issues, 
as wel~ as on living and working conditions for diplomatic 
rnissiobs in Pyongyang. In that way the State Department can 
begin staff preparations for establishing a liaison off ice in 
Pyongyang should our government decide to do so. 

o We would also like to inform the DPRK of how the U.S. 
views several technical issues -- legal, logistical, consular 

that will arise should liaison offices be established. 

o We welcome technical questions the DPRK may have on 
setting up a liaison office in Waahington. If we cannot 
answer a question, we will refer ~~ to our experts in 
Washington after our return there and will send you an answer. 

o As noted in our communication with the DPRK mission to 
the United Nations concerning this trip, we would like during 
our visit to Pyongyang to call on the Russian, Chinese and 
German missions so that we may get the perspectives of those 
missions on technical questions concerning diplomatic working 
and living conditions in Pyongyang. · 

o It is the view of the United States that if liaison 
offices are established, their purpose will be to establish 
effective liaison between our two countries. Such offices 
will not represent full normalization of relations. Rather, 
per the August 12 Agreed Statement, they will represent a 
move toward full normalization. 
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o ·Accordingly, liaison offices will not need to carry out 
the full range of functions of an embassy. 

o However, the U.S. liaison office in Pyongyang and the 
DPRK liaison office in Washington must be able to carry out 
those functions· necessary to provide effective liaison 
between our.two ·countries. These functions may be 
asymetrical. ·In other words, the U.S. office may need to 
carry out certain functions that the DPRK off ice in 
Washington may not need to carry out and the vice versa. 

o We propose to do this on the basis of "functional 
reciprocity." That is, the U.S. will be authorized to carry 
out necessary functions in Pyongyang and the DPRK will be 
authorized to carry out necessary functions in Washington. 
Reciprocity will be based on functional need, not on a strict 
application of quantitative criteria -- number of personnel, 
square footage of building, etc. 

o We would now like to discuss a number of technical 
issues on which we will give the U.S. view and request the 
DPRK view. These are preliminary U.S. views and are not 
final positions. Please understand this point -- should our 
two governments later decide to exchange liaison offices, 
these positions may be modified. However, they represent 
U.S. views at this time. 

Legal Basis 

o we believe that liaison off ices should be set 
the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Representation 
Viena Convention on Consular Representation. Both 
and the DPRK are parties to these two agreements. 
preclude lengthy bilateral negotiations. 

up under 
and the 
the U.S. 
This will 

o we have not yet decided on th<e·· number of personnel that 
would man a U.S. liaison offlce in Pyongyang. It will be no 
larger than necessary to perform the liaison functions which 
it must perform. We do not intend that there should be 
strict numerical reciprocity in the number of personnel in 
each others missions, but the numbers should be no greater 
than that required to perfor~ necessary functions. Over 
time, as relations normalize, the number of U.S. personnel 
would increase. 

Visas 

0 Both liaison off ices should be empowered to issue visas 
for the purpose of expediting necessary travel between our 
two countries. The U.S. sees no need for the liaison offices 
to issue tourist visas. 
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Communications 

o Both liaison offices should be allowed to have 
diplomatic communications equipment if so desir.ed. 

Access to Host Country Nationals ~ 

. 
o The u:s.~liaison dffice should have ready access to DPRK 
officials and citizens whom it must contact to fulfill its 
liaison functions. 

o . In-country travel should be allowed to the maximum 
extent possible. Any restrictions imposed by either host 
state should not restrict the effective fulfillment of 
necessary liaison functions. 

Consular Access 

o The U.S. expects that in the context of a broad and 
thorough solution to the nuclear issue there will be 
increased travel to the DPRK by American citizens. A U.S. 
liaison office in Pyongyang will require consular access to 
American citizens wherever in the DPRK they may be and prompt 
notification by DPRK authorities of the detention of any 
American citizen. Likewise any American citizen in the DPRK 
should not be deprived of rapid and easy communication to the 
U.S. liaison office. 

o Does the DPRK have any laws which may cause disputes as 
to the citizenship of Korean-born American citizens -- those 
born in what is now the territory controlled by the DPRK, 
those born in what is now the territory controlled by the 
Republic of Korea. 

o The U.S. does not recognize dual citizenship. Any 
American citizen is considered by us only to be a citizen of 
the United States and entitled to .consular representation by 
the resident U.S. mission. '~ 

Logistics 

o For both logistic and policy reasons, the U.S. would 
like to have free access for its personnel assigned to 
Pyongyang to travel back and forth across the DMZ at 
Panmunjom. 

o This would allow our liaison off ice in Pyongyang to keep 
close communication and coordination with our embassy in 
Seoul. This will facilitate liaison in expediting a broad 
and thorough solution to the nuclear issue and increase the 
policy input of those U.S. personnel in Pyongyang most 
familiar with the DPRK point of view. 
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o This would 
Pyongyang to be 
base in Seoul. 
more difficult. 

also allow the U.S. liaison office in 
logistically supported by our established 
Logistical support through Beijing will be 

o Logistical support through B~ijing may be a~ times be 
inadequate.~o the needs of a U.S. liaison office in 
Pyongyang, requiring support flights by either U.S. Air Force 
aircraft, or U.S .. government chartered aircraft, into 
Pyongyang. 

Building 

o We are not prepared on this trip to make any site 
selection, even of a preliminary nature, of a building for a 
U.S. liasion office. We are, however, authorized to tour 
representative diplomatic mission areas. 

o At a future date, if a political decision is made to 
exchange liaison offices and when site selection is 
warranted, we will send a complete site selection team. 

o The U.S. does not intend to establish its liaison office 
in a building designated to be the eventual permanent home of 
a u.~. embassy to the DPRK. Instead, it will first search 
for temporary quarters. Permanent site selection would take 
place only after full normalization, when the long range size 
of a U.S. mission could more adequately be determined. 

o When a decison is made by our two governments that we 
must find sites for our respective liaison offices, the State 
Department stands ready to assist the DPRK in finding a 
suitable building in Washington. 

o The DPRK should understand that real estate in 
Washington operates on a free market system and that local 
zoning laws in some cases restric~ building use. Does the 
DPRK intend to have both its liaisoh office and housing in 
the same building? 

Hpusing 

o What housing would be available for the families of U.S. 
personnel assigned to Pyongyang. We are authorized to view 
representative housing, but not to make any commitments of 
any, kind. 

Schooling 

o What schooling is available for the children of foreign 
diplomats in Pyongyang -- preschool/kindergarten, grade 
school? 
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Medical Facilities 

o What medical facilities are available to the foreign 
diplomatic community in Pyongyang? What payment system is 
used? We are aµthorized to make a preliminary tour of such 
facilities. 

o In the u~s. medical care is readily available to the 
foreign diplomatic corps at any U.S. facility. However, the 
cost of such care must be paid for: . either privately by the 
individual treated, by the foreign mission, or through health 
insurance which can be purchased in the United States. 

Automobiles 

o Are foreign diplomats in Pyongyang allowed to have 
private autos? If so, under what circumstances? 

o In the U.S. private autos and mission autos are allowed; 
drivers licenses for members of foreign missions are issued 
by the U.S. Office of Foreign Missions. There are mandatory 
liability insurance standards. 

Procurement of Services 

o Is there a government agency in the DPRK to assist 
foreign missions in the procurement of goods and services? 
If so, is it mandatory to use this agency or may missions 
procure goods and services directly? 

o Goods and services may be procured directly in the U.S. 
However, in cases of reciprocity, the U.S. may require the 
procurement of goods and services through the intermediation 
of the Office of Foreign Services. 

Personnel 
c . 

o What is the procedure for hirihg DPRK personnel to serve 
in clerical and maintenance positions at a foreign mission? 
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R. Richard Newcomb 
Director 
Off ice of Foreign Assets Control 
U.S. Department of the Treasury 

Robert S. Deutsch 
Director 
Off ice of Economic Sanctions Policy 
Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs 

License Application of the United States Liaison 
Off ice in Pyongyang 

The Department of State requests that a license be issued 
immediately to authorize all transactions in connection with 
the establishment and operation of a Liaison Off ice in 
Pyongyang, Democratic People's Republic of Korea. This should 
include but not be limited to travel to and from the DPRK by 
USG officials, the import, export and acquisition of goods and 
services for the use of the United States Liaison Office, as 
well as all financial transactions related to Liaison Office 
opertions and personnel in the DPRK, the payment of salaries, 
living expenses, facility operations, general support for the 
United States Liaison Office personnel in the DPRK, the 
purchase of local currency, and the transfer of funds into the 
DPRK for the above purposes, to the extent licenses are 
required under executive orders and regulations. 

Please forward the license directly to , the 
Executive Director of the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs. 
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License Application of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea Liaison Office in Washington D.C. 

The Department of State requests on behalf of the Government of 
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea that a license be 
issued immediately to authorize all transactions in connection 
with the establishment and operation of a DPRK Liaison Office 
in Washington D.C. This should include but not be limited to 
travel to Washington from New York and/or Pyongyang by DPRK 
officials, the import, export and acquisition of goods and 
services for the use of the DPRK Liaison Office, as well as all 
financial transactions related to Liaison Office opertions and 
personnel in the Washington D.C., the payment of salaries, 
living expenses, facility operations, general support for the 
DPRK Liaison Office personnel in Washington D.C., the purchase 
of U.S. dollars, and the transfer of funds into the United 
States by the for the above purposes, to the extent licenses 
are required under executive orders and regulations. 

Please forward the license directly to , the 
Executive Director of the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs. 
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