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tries. NAFTA will ('\t'lllualh· cut thes<" l<l\t'S 
do\\11 to zero. It will also ·reduce MP\ican 
laws which now rP<111irP some products sold 
in Mexico to actuallv lw 111adP therP. 

Now. that makes. a 11111ch bigg<'r difTPrPnc·p 
for the Unitf'd States than for ~frxican prod­
ncts that would bP sold here. Lf>t me tf'll 
you why. Right now. ~frxico"s tarifTs on our 
produf'ts aw 2'h ti111f's higher than our tarifTs 
on thl'irs. NA~TA will w111on· thos1· harri••rs. 
opening up a growing 111arkc·t for our goods 
and spn·ices and crpating hundrPds of thou­
sands of nf'w jobs for our peopl<:>. 

ThP fact is that todav Mexican l'011s111rn·rs 
are alrt'adv buving o\·e·r $40 billion worth of 
American products. And if NAFTA passf's. 
thev'll buv "'·en 111ort'. Sf',·entv cents of t'H'f\" 
doliar th~t ~lexieo spends 01.1 forC'ign prod­
ucts art' spent right here in tht' UnitPd States. 
And when MC'xil'O takPs down its tariff bar­
riers. that m<:>ans morf' saks and mort' jobs 
for our indnstriPs. from cars to co111put<:>rs. 

Right now. ~IPxico puts a 20 per('('nt tariff 
on cars and 'irtuallv r<:>qnirps that cars sold 
in Mrxico he madf' tlwre. \\'ith NAFTA. 
those barriers will be lowered. That's why the 
big thrf'e auto eompanit's predict that i1; just 
tlw first ~·ear aft<'r NA~TA. thC'y muld go 
from selling onlv 1.000 cars in MPxico to sell-
ing 60.000. · . 

It's tlw same with computers. which also 
faC'P a 20 percent t<1riff. Tlm·e \"C'ars ago. hv 
on<" estimate. Mrxic'O bought 120.000 com­
putns from us. Last ypar they bought 
390.000. This vear it's t'Stimatt'd thpv'll buv 
600.000. And ihat's with a 20 perC'ent tariff. 
\\'hPn NAFTA !owns the tariff barriPr. the 
UnitC'd Stairs will gain •I 20 p<"reC'nt adrnn­
tagC' m·C'r our c·ornp<'litors from Europ<" and 
Japa11. And Mt'xil'O, with '' population of 
1warlv 90 million. could buv millions more 
of ou.r co111putC'rs. errating t~ns of thousands 
of nPw jobs here in our eo1111try 

For our c"Ountry, for "''·C'n· wealthy coun­
try. thP 011ly wa~· to crC'ate llf'W jobs and to 
raisP inm1nPs is to pxport more products. For 
the past 5 y<"ars about half thr growth in our 
pconomy h;t~ C'Olll<" from Pxports. And jobs 
relatPd to exports pay 17 p<:>rePnt morP than 
othPr johs in tlw Amrrican C'l'Onomy. That's 
why NA FT A is part of my on•rali" strategy 
to sell our products all on•r the world at a 
timP wlwn our IPading ri,·als art' also expand-

ing thPir own markets in their own backyard. 
\\'pstt'rn Europe is beroming a giant trading 
bloc. Japan is expanding its im estment and 
trade in mucli of Asia. And now with NAFTA 
we can crrate the biggest trading bloc in tlw 
world. starting with Canada and Mexico and 
then C'xpamling to the rest of Latin America. 
Manv of thP Litin American countriPs reallv 
want to buy more American products. to b~ 
a part of our trading bloc:. They're jnst wait­
ing to be asked, and they'rC' waiting to an­
swc·r. depending 011 what happC'ns to 
NA FT A. 

Ci,·en a fair chance. I know Anwrican 
workers can comppte and win in our own 
hemisplwre and throughout the world. Those 
who heliPve othrnvise undert'stimatt' thr 
Amrrican prople. \Ve still ha,·r the most pro­
dncti,·e workns in the world. and thrv\·e 
gotten more producti,·e in the last 15 o~ 20 
w·ars. 
· On Tuesday night, Vice PrPsidPnt Gore 
will debate a leading critic of NAFTA. The 
dPbate will be facts against f Par. the fear that 
low wages and lower rosts of production in 
Mexico will lead to a massive night of jobs 
down tlwre. Well, if we don't pass NAFTA, 
that could still be true. The !own wagrs and 
thC' lown l'OSI of production will still be 
there. But if we do pass it. it means dramati­
callv increased sales of American products 
made right her<" in America. It rcdnces the 
incPnti,·e to move to l\lexico to srll in the 
Mexican markC't. And remPmber. the tariffs 
that we put on their products are alrPady low. 

So we hm·e to face the choice of facts ,·er­
sns fear. \Vhen Americans ha,·e faced that 
choice in the p<t~t. they've always chosen hon­
esty and hope. Ultimatel~-. this debate' is a 
trst of not only our pnrpose in tlw world but 
our own confidpnce in ourseln·s. I know the 
last se,·eral years have been tough on hard­
working middle class Americans. I ran for 
President to chang<" that, to gi,·e peoplr 
hPalth care security and security in thPir E"clu­
cation and training and security as familv 
mPmbers and workers. But I also promisPd 
to chall<"nge )'Ou to embrace the world ccon­
omv. bPcause WP can't run awav from tlwse 
ch;{nge. Will we hunker down ,;ncl say. "Mv 
goodnPss, wp're going to hP '.J\'Cfl'Om<" by a 
tradt' agreemPnt with Mexi<'O."' a l'Ountry 
with an economy only 5 [Jf'f{·cnt as big as 

• • 
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ours, or are we going to reach out to the 
rest of tlw world and say wp can compet<" 
and win again? 

My \isit to Lexington. Kentucky, and my 
talk with tl1osP farmers on thP phmw )'C'SIC'r­
day remindPd Ill<' that Americans arr hop<:>ful 
and hard working. \\'lwn the moment of de­
cision comt's, I belie,·p ordinarv working 
A111 .. ricans will agrf'r with C\ery Ji,·i11g I'n·si­
de11t. "'·en· li,·ing Srcrctan· of StatP, even· 
li,·ing Sec;etarv c'Jf tllf' Tre;;sury. e\·C'n' li,ing 
NobC'I Prizr-\\inning f'{'Dnoinist, and o,·n 40 
of the 50 Gm·Prnors that NAFTA means ex­
panding markets. And we ha,·e to ha,·p t'X­
panding mark<:>ts. not shrinking horizons. Our 
jobs and our childrC'n's jobs drpend on it. 

Thanks for listening. 

NoTE: Tl1P PrPsi<lt-nt spokt' at lll:Ofi a.111. in thP 
Ov,J Offict' at tht' Whitt' Houst'. 

lnteniew With Timothv Russert and 
Tom Brokaw on "Meet.the Press" 
Novc111ucr 7, 1993 

~Ir. Russert. \\'<:>k'Onll' again to" McPI thC' 
Press." today a special edition Ji,·e front the 
White House. 1'111 with my colleagur. Torn 
Brokaw. 

Mr. Prrsident. this is our 46th birthdav. 
You're 47. You strike me as the kind of gt;\" 
who maybe watched the first program from 
your cradle. [Lm1ghta] 

The President. I wish I rould. I didn't 
ha,·e a trlevision then. I was I whC'n yo11 
startl'd. hut I was <J. I tl1i11k. whe11 w<' .got 
011r first telC'visio11 in I !:l.56. So I could11 't start. 
but I did watch it oftrn after that. 

NAFTA 

Mr. Russert. Well. it's great to ha,·p you 
hPre. Let's start-we"ll haw to talk about it 
today-let's start with NAFTA. the North 
American Fr<"e Trade Agrepment. Your clos­
est supporters say that if the vote were hrld 
today, rnu're still :30 votes short. Trup? 

The. President. I don't think wp're guile 
that short. but wp'rp 30 \'DIPS short of having 
explicit expressed commitmrnts. I think we'll 
make it, howc,·pr. 

Mr. Russert. \\'hat role has Ross Pnot 
pla\·pd in this drbatt'':' 

The President. I think h<:>'s kept things 
stirrPd up That's what he likC's to do. But 
I think. frnnklv. the nx·ifnous organizPd op­
position of most of thr unions, !Piling these 
~IPmbcrs in private they'll nC',·er gi\"t' thl'lll 
am· 111oney again. thev'll get tl1t·111 opponrnts 
in t!l!' pri1nan'. the rral rouglishod. 1111isdl'­
bound tactics. plus the fact that a lot of th<" 
businrss snpportcrs of NAl'TA ha\·C' not got­
IC'n their C'mploy<"PS and rank-and-file- peoplC' 
to call and sav tllf'v'rp for it. In am· iss11P 
like this. tllf' i;itrnsitv is alwavs wit ii .people 
who arC' against it. Thost' things are difficult. 

But again I will say I ha,·r been 'luite 
lwart<C1H'd hv the rPsponsps of thr last 10 
davs. 111orC' and morp of thes<:> ~lt'mbns of 
C~ugrC"ss. u1en and women who want to do 
right hv thrir count~._ don't want to hurt the 
U11itC'd States. and understand that NAFTA 
mcans more jobs. not just in Mexk'O but 
throughout Latin America. a hugr trading 
bloc· of peoplt• helping to takC' us to thC' '21st 
cent11rv. 

NAFT A Debate 

Mr. Rus11ert. Bob Dolr mcntioned last 
night that you \\Pre elp,·ating Hoss PProt. ArC' 
you C'OncE"rnf'd that you're' going to recrC'atr 
a monstl'r? 

The President. No. Ross Perot has got 
enough n1011Pv to elr,·atC' himsPlf. He ;an 
buv his wav on national trlP,·ision and bll\· 
hi; own e~posure and ha,·e \'e~· little a~­
countability, except wllt'n he makrs tlw mis­
take of co111i11g on this program with yon. 

Mr. R11HHert. \Vitl1out his charts. f/,a11g/i­
ler] 

The President. Yes. Th<" same mistake I 
made today. [Loughter] I think the \'icC' 
President will do well. Ross Perot is the mas­
ter of tllf' onP-linpr and-the Prnotional retort. 
but I belie,·p that the Vice PrPsident has an 
11nus11al command of the facts and a wal 
commitme11t. a profound l'Otlllnitment to this 
issut'. And thP American people who watch 
L~r~· King will set' that it's no accidrnt that 
all the Presidmts. li,·ing PrPsidPnts. and all 
the li,ing Nobel PrizP-winning t'l'Dnomists 
and 41 of the .50 Go,·prnors art' for this. It's 
good for thr AmPrican eeonom\'. 
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Mr. Rus8erl. Aw vou t.rving to dem­
onstrate to th!' nnclrC"idcd Dc111nC"ratic Con­
gressmen. listen, this is a choice hetwt'cn 
Clinton-Corr and Perot:.> 

The Pre11ident. Absol11tck not. lie is a 
\isiblr spokesperson for this. As I said to yon. 
at lc<Lst for thr nmlecidcd DPmocrats. our 
big problrm is the raw m11sclc. thr sort of 
naked prcssu re that the labor forces havr put 
on. 

Mr. Ru1J11erl. Arc yon afraid the Demo­
cratic Congressmen arc in the pocket of 
labor? 

The Pre8ident. No. I did11't sav that. But 
I said that a lot of thrm arr saying. "Well, 
I'm not hearing from thrsr businrss pcoplr 
who are for it; their cmplo~·ces arr not trlling 
me thc~··re for it. And I'm hearing from all 
these pcoplr either plrading with 111c based 
on frirndship or thn·at1·11i11g 111<· hasrd on 
money and work in the campaign. :\nd I 
don't hear it ... 

So I think what we want to do and what 
the Vice President's tr.ing to do here. and 
this was his idea. is to fct tlic AmeriC'an peo­
ple listen. Yes. Ross Perot is against it. Yes. 
a 1111mber of other people. Pat Buchanan and 
others. arc against it. But if all thr Presidents 
are for it. all the Secretaries of State. all the 
Nohel Prize-winning cconolllists. who\·c 
nc,·cr agreed on amthing the rest of their 
li,·es probahly. and ,·irtnalk all of the Cm·­
Pmors arc for it. it Jll11st lw good for tlw 
A11wric:an «~cono111v. 

Mr. Hu811erl. \\·c lw e. in fact. lost jobs 
to Mexico. And their concern is we'll lose 
more, and also the depressed wages. There's 
a clause in the treaty whiC"h. with 6 months' 
notice. anv side can· void it. \\'011lcl vo11 sav 
to the A1;1crican people that if th~ treah.· 
passes, you'll monitor it? And if. say. in 2 
years you are con,·incc<l there is a sucking 
of jobs and a depression of wages. you would 
rnm·e to abrogate the treaty? 

The President. If I thought the treaty 
were bad for the American econolllv. of 
course. I would do that. But let me tell vo11, 
there's another prm ision of the treaty ·that 
we negotiated that I also want to emphasize 
bITause it goes more to the heart of what 
manv Americans are worried about. It deals 
with' the so-called surge problem. That's a 
term of art which in common language 

means. well. what if this is a good deal for 
Arnerica and a good deal for Mexico. b11t 
some part of our economy. or theirs. to be 
fair, has an overwhelmingly negative impact? 
If something that nobody ever dreamed hap­
pened. there's also a prm·ision that allows 11s 
to slow the agreement down as it applies to 
that. 

So there's 110 question that we ha,·e the 
protections we need. \Ve can get out in 6 
months if it's bad for us, and we can stop 
anything horrible and unforeseen. This treaty 
is going to make the problems with Mexico 
of the last 15 vears better. It will raise labor 
costs in Mexi'co: it will raise the ell\iron­
rnental im·estnwuts in Mexico; it will reduce 
the trade barriers to our selling products in 
\lcxico. It means more sales and more jobs. 

And also keep in miud. Mexico is just 5 
percent of the Arnrrican econoniv. It will im­
pron• our relationships with our biggest 
11<>ighhor and therebv h<>lp us to take this 
kind of deal to the rest of Latin America so 
that we can establish a 700-million-person 
trading bloc. That's real jobs for America. 

NAFTA and the APEC Meeting 

Mr. Rus8erl. The day after the rnte No­
,·ember 17th. the next dav, on the 18tli, vou 
leave for Seattle to meet. with 14 other ·na­
tions, China, Japan. If you go there ha,·ing 
lost NAFTA, what does it do to vour stand-
ing? . 

The Pre8ident. Well, I'd sav rd sure rath­
er not <lo it. Let me give yo;, the tlip side. 
If I go there and NAFTA passes in the 
Ho11se, it will be a clear statemeut to Asia. 
number one, that the United States is not 
withdrawing from the world. that we are de­
termined to be the world's leading economic 
power by competing and winning, not from 
rnuning away. Number two. I will be able 
to say what I have been saying to the Asians: 
Asia is important to us. but we want free 
trade, we want access to your markets. 

They will see us de,·eloping the NAFTA 
market, which is not just Mexico. it's Latin 
America, Canada, the whole 9 vards. And 
that will be enormous pressure ~n them to 
conclude these world trade agreements, 
these CATT talks by the end of the year. 
It will also help us with Europe to do that. 
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So I can't tell you how important I think 
ii will be. If we go out there without this 
agreement. they may say. "Well. President 
Clinton wants to ha,·e an open door to Asia, 
but is he really going to be a tough competi­
tor? They ran away from Latin America, their 
best friends and best consumers. And can he 
deliver? Will the Congress nm away from 
him e\·en if he tries to expand trade?" My 
ability to get done what is plainly in the eco­
nomic interest of this countr.· will be weak-
ened. ' 

Now, that's very important, bf'C'ause almost 
all these people who are against NAFTA are 
still for the CATT talks. for the big treaty 
on world trade. They all know it will ereate 
hundreds of thousands of manufacturing jobs 
for America. Thev should consider how much 
harder it's goiug to be to get CATT if the 
House votes NAFTA down and how much 
easier it will be to get CATT if the House 
adopts NAFTA. 

Health Care Reform 

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, let's talk 
about health care. There's been a lot of con­
fusion about the numbers coming out of the 
White House. Mrs. Clinton went to the Hill 
and said that if the Clinton plan passes, costs 
will go up for about 35 percent to 37 percent 
of those now covered. Then Donna Shalala. 
Seeretarv of Health and Human Services, 
said 40 'pncent. Last Wf'ek. Iron Pauctta 
said 30 percent. E,·e11 your strongest advo­
cates. like Jay Rockefeller, were holding their 
heads, in effect, in anguish. Another Demo­
crat said. "We've got to prove that Democrats 
can count." Hasn't vour credibility been hurt 
on the whole cost is~ue? · 

The President. Mavbe. but what I would 
like to emphasize is ~ve're the only people 
who have a plan. It's very easy for everybody 
else to sit up in the peanut gallery. This is 
a very complex thing. And keep in mind. 
you're talking about small amounts of money, 
is this person going to pay $6 more a month 
or $60 less a month, t~ing to calculate how 
it would go if this plan would be passed just 
as it is. 

Now. let me say what was wrong with the 
early figures, where they said 40 percent of 
the people with insurance would pay more. 
Here's what was wrong with them, why they 

were too high. Of the people who ha, e insur­
ance todav, we now think that 70 percent 
will pay the same or less for the same or 
better benefits. Whv did they sav 60 before? 
Because they negl~cte<l to ~·ak·;1late this: A 
lot of people who hm·e insurance don't re.illy 
have it. That is, thev ha,·e $5.000 deductibles. 
so they're paying ~ve~· year. They just mav 
not be pa)ing it in their insurance premium. 
So they went back and calculated based on 
what we now know about how much out-of­
poeket people pay. You haw $2,500. $3.000. 
$5,000 deductible. That is something they 
neglected to think about. 

So now who will pay more under this, who 
has insurance already? PEople who ha'e es­
sentially catastrophic policies, that ha,·e ve~· 
limited benefits. and young. single workers 
will pay more because if they pay more it 
"ill enable us to ha,·e what's called commu­
nity rating. so that if a working family-rnid­
<lle-agrd workiug family-with a sick child 
can still get insurance at an affordable cost. 
And all young workers who don't ha,·e insur­
ance will be brought into the insurance svs­
tem, and even they "ill get something for 
it. That is, what they get for it is knowing 
their insurance can ever be taken awav. 
There "ill be a tloor. . 

Finallv. let me sav this: If you look at the 
experie~ce of the l.ist 12 yea'rs when health 
costs really started to take off. and then ~·ou 
think aho11t what it will lw likP 5 years from 
now, 100 percent of the American f>eople "ill 
pay more 5 years from now than the rate 
of intlation if we don't do something. In other 
words, at least what we're t~ing to do will 
lower the rate of increase for all the Amer­
ican people. So within 5 years everybody will 
be better off, I believe. 

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, no one dis­
agrees with the idea that you have engaged 
the country in a debate about health eare 
which is long overdue.- But the fact is that 
you want to add 37 million people to the in­
surance pool. There are new technologies 
coming on board all the time that cost a lot 
more money. You're willing to pick up the 
early retirement benefits for corporations. 
You\·e added mental health and free pre­
scriptions. It seems to a lot of folks that you 
ought to be going slower and that you ought 
to accept kind of phased-in uni,·ersal liealth 
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car(' C'<l\'f'rag(' in .5 ~-t'ars. \Vo11ld that be ac­
cf'ptablf' to \-011? 

The President. But thf' prohlf'm is-w•· 
aw phasing it in oH'r :3 \'f'ars. through all 
of ·oo. \\'e're a11ticipati11g passing this pro­
gram in ·94 and then lf'lti11g pf'ople have '9.5. 
'96. and ·97_ But IP! 111(' ('lllphasize. Tom, th(' 

1)('ople who make that argument ass11111(' 
something that we assume all the t11ne 111 
America. that we just can't do things that 
other pPople can do. \\'p tol('rate conditions 
in America that are intolNablf' in other coun­
trif's_ 

Now the co11dition we tolerate bv not ha,-­
i11g f'\f'·J!·hodv i11s11rf'd is higher h~alth carf' 
costs. That is_ you\ e got folks in 11l('dici1lf' 
in vom famih·. vo11 know this. 11ot i11rnri11g 
... ,-~n-b<xh rais('~ hPalth car(' costs lwca11s(' 
all t-hosC'- pPoplr without insura11cf'. if th('_,-
11('C'd h('alth carr. will gf't it. ThC'y'll g('t it 
whf'n it's too latf', too ('X[)('llSi\·(', and so111r-
011e p)sf' will pay for it. And that riO('s thf' 
cost. So hv acc.-IPrati11g the momf'nt of 11ni­
,.('rsal C<W~rag<'. vo11 11;,t onh- do the morallv 
right thing bv finally lrtti11g A111crica join thf' 
r:1-11ks of all tlH'sC' othrr a<h-a11crd c·o1111triC's 
in gi,·i11g .. ,-pn·ho1h hf'alth sPc11rih·. \'Oil im­
nlf'diatf'lv begin to lower thf' ratr at which 
costs i11l'rf'asf'. 

So ,-011 c;111 arg11r .1ho11t all tl1csr othrr 
things: h11t it ser111s to 111r tkl;l\'ing tlw tinlf' 
of 1111i,rrsal cm·pragr will aggra,·atf' thr pricP. 
hattlf'. 11ot 111akc it hf'lt<-r. \\"p ass11111f' that 
1111i' prsal co,·eragr will cost 111on· "·llf'n f'\"f'f\' 
othrr c~Hmtn· that has 11niH·rsal C'O\·rragf' is 
paving 11111cl1- kss than wr arf' and ha,·i11g lf'ss 
inOation. 

Living Will 
Mr. Rrokarr. \\'011ld \Oil sign a living will 

p11hlich·? About 011r-third of nnr hf'alth carr 
exists in A11lf'rica go to thr last vrar of lif('_ 
1\-1 rs_ Cli11to11 has t;dkrd ;1ho11t v01-1 doing that. 
Arr ~-011 prq>an·d to do that? 

The Pre8ident. I C'f'rtai11lv wo11ld sign one_ 
I do11't k11ow if I would do- it in p11b'fic. b11t 
rd hf' glad to ti·ll )"Oil what's in it. I don't 
know. 1\-" ""'·"r thought ahout a p11blic dem-
011stration of a pri,·ate act like that. B11t we\·e 
gi'-"" a lot of thought to it brca11sf' of tllf' 
f'X[){'rif'llCf' I had with 111\' st<'pfatl1t·r wllf'n 
h(' died. wh('n llillarv·s dad died earlif'r this 
,-f'ar. I think fa111ilif's- sho11ld thi11k about J;,-_ 

ing wills and should have the111. It's 11ot sorne- A 
thing that GO\·emment should imposf' on -
tllf'111. But Wf' do h<l\'e a lot of extra costs 
that most people helie,·e arf' 111111f'cessary in 
thf' svstf'lll. and that's one wav to wef'd some 
ofthf.111 out. -

Health Care Reform 

Mr. Brokaw. And ultimatelv. are we going 
to h,n·e to come to health rationi11g in Amer­
ica. especially those heroic procedures that 
are long on odds and very expensi,-e, t;1ke 
that mouey and spend it on prenatal care and 
other procf'dures that might extend liff' at 
the hf'ginning. not at the end? 

The- President. Well. if't nw say before 
\H' make that decision, we should ;Kknowl­
rdgc two things. One is. we're rationing 
llf'alth carf' right now. There's a huge ration­
ing going on now. It's just a roll of tllf' dice 
whPther vou haYe it or not and what vo11 get. 

\\'hat ~ve do know is that if our pla;1 passes 
and WC' put more emphasis on primal!· ;md 
pr('\·f'ntiYe health care and primary ph~·si-
cians getting out there and taking care of A 
prople and stopping bad things from happPn- -
ing. we'll ha,-e less need for those extrpme 
proC'l•dures. 

I do not belir,·e we want :\111erica to pull 
back from tlw tC'cl111ological ad\;111c1·s that WP 

all trf'asure. I do not believe we want to tell 
people tllf'y can't haYe proced11rrs that hm·e 
a realistic chance of saving tllf'ir Ji, es or re­
t11rni11g them to normal. So I susix'ct theY-11 
always- be willing to pay a little rnore than 
a11v other ('Ountrv in the world to do that. 
Bt;t if we do mor~ on the priman· side. we'll 
be h('tter off. 

Mr. Husserl. Mr. President, vo11're still 
confident we'll get a health care hill by next 
year? 

The President. Oh, I think wc \\ill. ahso­
lutf'lv_ 

fll-r. Rus.•erl. \\'e ha,·e to take a hrf'ak_ 
We'll be back with more from Pr('sident Bill 
Cli11ton in the 0-al Offic('_ \\'('-11 talk a little 
bit about foreign policy. 

[At this 1wi11t, tlw te/nisio11 ~l11ti1111-~ look 11 A 
commen:iol hn•ok. J W. 

North Korea 

Mr. Husserl. We're back Ii, e from thP 
o,aJ OffiC'e. 

• 

• 
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Mr. Presidf'nt, a lot of growi11g co11cf'm 
about North Korea. a country that WC' fought 
some 40 years ago. Will you allow Nortl1 
Korf'a to build a nuclear bomb? 

The President. North Korea cannot be al­
lowed to de,·elop a nuclear bomb. \\'e hm·r 
to be ,-erv firm about it. This is a difficult 
moment in our relationship with them and. 
I think. a difficult moment for them_ Thev"rr 
one of the most, perhaps the most isol~ted 
country in tlw world. with enormous eco­
nomic-problems. t'!·ing to decide what direc­
tion to take now. sometimes seeming to reach 
out to South Korea. sometimes seeming to 
draw hack_ 

I spend a lot of time on this issue. It's a 
,-e'!·· ve'!· major issue. \Ve hm·e got to stop 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons. and 
particularly North Korl'a nef'ds to stay in the 
rontrol regime. They don't nf'ed to withdraw. 
Now, there is a lot of disagreement about 
what we should do now. I just want to assure 
you a11d the American people that we are 
doing e,·eJ!1hing we possibly can to make the 
best decisions. to be firm in this. \Ve are co11-
sulting with our allies in South Korf'a and 
Japan. They are most in1111f'diatelv afff'ctpd 
by what we do a11d how we do it. And Wf' 
h~ve worked with thf' Chinesf' who. df'spitc 
our otl1f'r diffnf'llC'<'S, haH· hrlpPd 11s tot'!· 
to work through this. 

fl.fr. Husserl. \Vo11ld one of tllf' options 
be a preempti,·e strikf', the way the Israelis 
took out the Iraqi nuclear reactor? 

The President. I don't think I should dis­
cuss any specific options today. All I can tell 
vou is that I tried to issue the sternest. clear­
~st possible statement about this when I was 
in Korea. Nothi11g has C'hanged since then. 
I think you asked me a question about it one 
time also, Tom. This is a ,-ery gra,-e issue 
for the Unitf'd States. 

Mr. Husserl. There are 800,000 North 
Korean troops amassed on the South Korean 
border. If the North Koreans in,·aded South 
Korea, would that, in effect, be an attack on 
the United St;1tes? 

The President. Absolutely. We have our 
soldiers there. They know that. We still ha,-e 
people stationed n~ar the Bridge of No Re­
turn. I was up there on the bridge; I was 
in those hunkers with our young Anwricans. 

Thf'v know that am· attack 011 South Korf'a 
is a1; attack on th(' Unitf'd States. 

Russia 

Mr. Brokaw. Presidf'nt \'pJtsin of R11ssia 
has said m·f'r thf' Wf'ekf'ncl that he wa11ts to 
now df'lav tllf' PrPsidf'11tial elf'ction 1111til 
1996. Th,;t is a f11ll tnm for him. but hC' had 
said publicly that he would do it in the spri11g 
of next vear. You had C'ndorsed that. Now 
for him to pull back from that public commit­
ment to elections next spring. is that a mis­
take on his part? 

The Prettident. I ha,·e not spoken \\;th 
him dirf'etly, llf'ca11se I didn't-late vestndav 
f'Vening I '~·as made aware of Ins c~llllllf'nt~. 
so I'm not sure f'xactlv what he said and ex­
aC'tlv what he meant. ilis commrnts are sub­
ject to more than one interpretation. I do 
think the followi11g things. I think he had al­
wavs ass1111lf'd hf' would run for rf'elf'Ction. 
ancl his C'OllllllelltS Sf'em to indicate that he 
lll:l\' not want to do that and he mav want 
to -simply finish his term. As long a~ he is 
promoting democracy. as long as he> is pro­
moting h11111an rights. as long as he is promot­
ing reform, I thi11k the Unitf'd States should 
s11pport him. HP has hPf'n bra,·f' and ro11sist­
ent. I think on this issuP., wc>'ll hm-f' to scf' 
how it plays 011t. 1'111 s11rr aftpr tlw f'i<·etio11s 
of the Parlia111r·111 in D1°t'1·111l)('r, tl1"v will 
ha"e something to say about it. -

One of the things that Boris Yeltsin has 
really 11ndnstocxl is that it's not gocxl if he's 
thr onlv source of IP.giti111ate democratic 
power in Russia_ And hf' is now. He's bf'en 
elected twice by the Russian p<'ople in the 
last couple of years. After D('cPmber. we'll 
ha'e another major plavf'r, sort of lik(' the 
President and the Congress hf're. And as we 
know. there will be a different source of le­
gitimate demcxTatic powf'r. and we'll see how 
it works out_ 

China 

fl.fr. Rrokaw. Let me ask \'OU about China. 
You said during the course 'or the pampaign 
that President Bush (~Idles China despite 
a continuing crackdown on democratic re­
formers. the brutal subjugation of Tibet, the 
irresponsible exportation of milita'!' and nu­
clear technology. Your administration now is 
demonstrably wanning up toward China. 
Ha,·e conditions changed there? 
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The Pre1<ide11t. \\'t>ll first of all. !Pt"s 1,ilk 
aho11t what wf'\e done. The Chinese ha,·f' 
("on1plai1lt'd l11•c-;111sf' thf',. think wf'\·c· '"'''" 
so 11111d1 firnwr and ("old .. r. \\"f' i111pos<'d 
s;1nctio11s bf'c-;111S1' of wf'apons tf'd111ologv 
transfers that tl1f' Chi11f'Sf' •·ngag••d in tl1at 
wr oppoS<·d. So wf' l1a\'<' taken st<•ps thcrf' 
that werf' not t;1kC"n pre,iously. 

Hut we also ha\·f' had a consistf'nt r=­
no111ic n·latiomhip with thf'nl. Thr U nit<'d 
Stat<·s this n•ar will purchase· :3/i pcrl"f'llt of 
China's r~ports-littlP-known fact. Tilt' 
Ameriean pf'ople, not the Anlf'rican husinrss 
comm1111itv that w;111ts to in,·est tllf'rf'. Anlf'r­
ican pc·opie haH' hrcn n·ry good to tlw Chi­
llf'Sf' people in supporting their f'Cono111ic ad­
,·anct'S. \\"e hf'lic·,·e thf'ir n1m·c·ment toward 
market rrforrn a11cl df'C'f'lltrali~<1tio11 will pro­
mote 111orf' democracv in China and hettn 
policif'S. 

I want to engage President Jiang on that. 
and I think we can do so. B11t Wf' also h;l\"f' 
to lw \er\" firn1 on tllf'sf' issncs of proliff'ra­
tio11 of \

0

H'apo11s of 1nass dl'str11l'tin11 and 
h11111a11 rights. B11t I think "''' han· to p11rS11P 
both co11rsPs at om·c•. I doii"t think vou can 
isolate a ("01111tr" as big as China. as i11.1porta11t 
to tlw worlcl"s f11t11n· as China. b11t neither 
can ~"Oil si111plv tum awav fro111 thi11gs that 
\·rn1 cannot abick. And that's what we\·p tried 
"io do. \\'e\e trif'd to strikf' thf' right balancf'. 
and I think Wf' haw·. 

United Nation.• Peacekeeping Eflorlff 

ittr. Rrokatc. E'."" some of your partisans 
on Capitol Hill hclic,·e that yo11\·f' not shown 
a strong f'nongh hand 011 forf'ign policy. Aftf'r 
your experif'nl"f' in Somalia. will yon bf' as 
eagf'r to gf't innih-ed with tllf' United Nations 
in operations of that kind in tllf' futmf'? 

The Pre1<ident. I think what we ha,·e to 
do is to rf'cog11iz1' that thf' United Nations 
peal"Pke,.ping f1111ction is still ,.,.,.y important 
and so111eti11ws works ,.f'r\", ,·ery well. What 
thev\·c donf' in Ca111bodia. with our financial 
suppc)rt h11t with no Ameril"ans there. is truly 
remarkable. \\'ill it transform Ca111bodia? 
Who knows? Ma\ he it will all go back to the 
way it was, b11t at lt>ast thf' United Nations 
has gi,·en Cambodia a chance. That is what 
we arf' doing for Somalia. \\'ill tllf'v lw able 
to o'·f'rc'0111f' thf'ir historic. def'ply emht>dded 

clan W<lrfare? 1"111 not sure. But at least wr"re 
ghing them a chance. a 

\\'h,1t's wrong with the Unitf'd Nations -
pcacf'kf't>ping operations is that it's too 11111C"h 
of an a<l hoc thing: Some work. some do1d. 
and a lot of the command and =ntrol oper­
ations. a lot of the training details. a lot of 
the simple organizational things that are im­
portant have not been workt>d through. So 
the United States fa,·ors a substantial rcstr11c-
t11ring and upgrading of the peacekef'ping 
01wrations in ways that would permit us to 
participate in the future with a much higher 
Je,f'I of confidence. 

Somalia 

Mr. Ru1<sert. Lefs tum to Somalia, Mr. 
President. The reports ycsterdav that the 
United States troops will take again a ,.f'ry 
,·isible role. \\'hat does that mean? 

The Pre11ident. \Veil, when I announcf'd 
that we would pursue the politiC"al ohjecti,·e 
a ft·w weeks.ago, I also said we would stay 
therf' and complete our mission. Our mission 
thf'rc is to ddivf'r the h11111anitarian supplies a 
and to keep the lines of co11111111nications .. 
open. \Ve stood down from patrolling the 
roads when the ,ul11ntarv ceast>-fire was an­
nounced in Somalia. to t~· to lc>t things calm 
down and to try to get the political process 
going. Now that there is a political process. 
as alwavs is the case. there's also a lot of ma­
neu,ering in a quasi-military sort of way. \\'c 
cannot allow that to undermine thf' humani-
tarian mission, and our people cannot be ex­
pected. our young soldiers there cannot be 
cxpt'df'd to just sort of hunkc>r down and stay 
behind walls. It almost puts them at greater 
risk. So we have to go out now and make 
sure the ordinary =nditions of the U.N. 
peacekeeping mi;sion are continued e\·en in 
Mogadishu. And that's what we"re doing. 

Mr. Ru8Aerl. The Secretarv-General of 
the U.N., Boutros Bontros-Gl;ali. said that 
unless vou disarm the warlords and the clans 
and pu.t together and fashion a political set­
tlement before vou leave. the mission will 
ha\f' been a fai I u ~e. 

The President. I disagree with that. First l 
of all, that's the argument he made to the 
Bush administration. President Bush's ad­
ministration simply refused to get im·olved 
in disarmament. Arguably. it would ha,·f' 
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be<>n rasier then, at the moment when we 
ca111c in. when e\·Nyhody was star,'ing and 
we wnc at our monlf'nt of ma.xim11111 popu­
laritv and lr\Nage. but l"m 11ot sure that de­
cision is wrong. 

In the end. thf' international co111m1111itv 
will hme to broker political resolutions witl;­
in C'Ountries. But our ability to stop people 
withi11 national ho1111darif's from killi11g t'ach 
othf'r is so111c·what li1nitf'd and will lw for tllf' 
forcst>eable future. I mean, th<>y are going 
to ha'f' to make up their mind. I think thf' 
bettn c'Ourse is to get these African natio11s. 
to get Ethiopia. to get Eritrea. to get thf'ir 
nf'ighbors inrnh-Pd in t~ing to work out a 
political solution. 

Those pf'oplc now rememhn what it was 
like before Wf' came thNe. \Ve"re going to 
do e,·enthing we can in the next Sf'YPral 
months ·to get this political solution going. 
But for 11s to go in and disarm would run 
thP risk of our becoming. in effect. co111b,1t­
a11ts on 011f' ,idc> or thr. otll<'r, partic11larlv 
if SOlllf' said. \"f'S, w.,·11 disarm. a11d otll<'rs 
said no. . 

!Ur. Ru1<sert. In retrospect then. it was a 
mistake for vo11 to send the Rangers to tn· 
to capture Mr. AideecF' 

The President. No, that was a different 
iss11e. The mistake was-an<l I want to clarifv 
this. beca11sc I a111 proud of what those Ra11g­
crs did. The Ollf'S who ga,·e their jj,·f's did 
not die in vain. The> onf's who ga,·e tllf'ir lin·s 
and were wonnded in the last instance did 
it because of the tradition of the Rangns of 
never lea,ing anvbodv behind. e\·en som;:>Qnf' 
who has been killed. And I feel tnrible about 
what happened. 

Hut what they were doing is trying to pn­
force the law. Their mission was to trv to 
arrest people who \\'Prf' suspeeted of mur~ler­
ing the Pakistani U.N. soldiers. The mistakf' 
was not that they were t~ing to do that. The 
mistake was that we were out doing that, and 
while we were doing that the political dialog 
shut do\\11. so that the people that were asso­
ciated with Aidc>ed thoi1ght we. thf' U.N .. 11ot 
we, the U.S., but WP, tlie U.N., were t~ing 
to cut them out of Somalia's f11ture. And what 
we had tried to do is to lower our profile 
on the military police sidt> so that the political 
dialog can start again. Now that that"s going 
on. we 'w going to do t llf' U. N. 111a1Hlatc-. 

Mr. Ru1<1<erl. And all troop' will be 011t 
bv ~larch :31st') 
. The Preliident. Yes. 
Mr. RusHerl. Quicklv Oil Haiti. 
The PreHident. If I can go back to ""' 

statf'111c>nt. Thev"ll be out hv March :31st. cx­
cf'pt for a coupic> of l111ndre;I snpport pf'rson-
11f'I who 111a\' bf' tllf'rf' to do j11st logistical 
things that--

1'ir. RuH11ert. \\"hich is what nu1 said 1)('-
fo~. . 

The Pre.•ident. That"s right. 

Haiti 

/\fr. Ru.•Herl. Haiti. The militarv leackrs 
li;l\·c rcfusPd to mc>f't. Your policv, tlie Unitf'cl 
States policv is to rt>instatf' ~Ir. Aristide. Is 
it now time to broaden the en1bargo from 
just furl to e'enthing' 

Tlie PreHident. \Ve li.l\·f' to st rcngthf'n ti u· 
c1nhargo. TllC'rf' arc two options. \\\·can. in 
f'ffrct. ha,·c a total embargo and try to sh11t 
tl11• c1u111trv down. That will I)(' 111orf' painf11I 
in tll<' llf'ar tf'fn1 to thf' a\·erage I laitia11s who 
arc alrPady snffcring. \\'p can also t~· to do 
somPthing that will target thosf' 1wople that 
are causing this problf'nl, which is to gf't all 
of thf' otllf'r nations in the world to side with 
'" i11 frpf'zing the assets of the wcalthv Hai­
tians who arc pl1111clering that c1)1111tn·. kf'ep­
ing dc·n1ocracv from taking root. and s11pport­
i11g thf' policf' ch id and the 1nilitan·. I would 
prefc>r to do that. but 1"111 1101 goi;1g to rulf' 
011t the other things. And wf'·re following this 
011 a daily basis. spe11cling a lot of time with 
it. 

/\Ir. Ruuerl. So we could h,n·e a complete 
c111bargo 011 all goods? 

The Pre11ident. That is an option. but I 
also hope that the other wealthv nations of 
the \\orld that ha,·r assets dt>rosited from 
thf'sf' Haitian intN<>sts who are keeping de­
mocracy from ret11min!Cwill join 11s in freez­
ing those assf'ts. That would reall~· hl'lp. That 
would do more in less time to change the 
political cli111ate than all\thing 

Mr. Rus11ert. President B11sh im·aded Pan­
ama to remo,·e Noriega. \Vould ~u11 consider 
imadi11g Haiti to reinstate Aristidt>? 

The Pre1<ident. I do11"t want to rule anv­
thing in or out. Bnt lf'I nlf' j11st say that tllf'r~'s 
a diffc•rf'nc·e hf'H', thongh. I IP wc·nt to l'an­
a111a not onlv to rc·111m·r Nori•·ga for tllf' Pan-
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a111anians but because Noriega, himself. was 
wanted for ,-iolating American h1w as a 
drugrunner. 

Pri111c M inistcr Mah-al and President 
Aristide haH' both not called for us to do 
that. In fact, one of the prohlPms we had 
with the Go,·crnors Island Agreement is that 
neither thcv nor the other side wanted the 
United Staics or the U.N. there in a police 
function. That is, those folks we were t~;ng 
to land there the other da_v were supposed 
to train the army to he the army corps of 
engineers, to rebuild the t'OUllt~·· Neither 
side has "·anted that and tl1ev had these had 
111cmorics of im·asion. I ~1st time tllf' Ameri­
cans went there in 191.5, \\'e staved ncarlv 
10 vears. So tllf'v ha\"C not askt·;I for that. 
Hut. I don't think we should rule an~1hing 
in or 011r. 

/'tfr. Ru1111ert. Your statf'd policv of tlll' 
United Statf's is to rf'instate 1\1 r. Aristidt'. The 
CIA l1as gone around this town saving that 
Aristide is mentallv unstable. Can ,·011 as 
Co111mander in Chief tolerate that ;,;subor­
dination bv tlw CIA:> 

The Pr~11ident. \\'t·ll. I tl1ink rn11 lw·e to 
ask \u11rst·lf wllt'tlif'r it's insuho~clination or 
not. ·And let nw tell vo11 what I n1t'a11 bv that. 
Tlie CIA is d11tv-ho.1111tl to tell tlic Co;1gress 
what it knows. ·That's thf' law. Just like tire 
Joint Chiefs of Staff are duty-hound to go, 
when askf'd, express their personal opinion 
if they ha,·e an opinion different tlian ti)(' 
Prcsidr-nt. t·\·f'n tlro11gh tl1f'v work for n1r-. 

hr sf'erct hearings tire CIA told the S1·11al!· 
what thr-v told rne hefow. wlriclr is that tl1ev 
thought tllf'v had son1r- c\·idf'ncc which que~­
tioned Mr. Aristitlr's abilitv to be President 
of Haiti. All I can tr-II vou. is-and I'm glad 
in a way that it ca111e ~11t, since it had been 
whispc;ed around-that based on m~· pt>r­
sonal expt>rif'nce, thf' \'ice Pr<'sidf'nfs re­
peatf'd contacts with him, the willingn<'ss of 
Aristide to work with our peopl<', he has done 
eH'~1hing l1e said hr- would do. And more 
i111portantl~·. he agrPf'd to put in 1\lr. Mah·al. 
"lro is a r<'speeted l111sinessman, to gi,·e some 
halancf'. 

Aristidf' ruav not I)(' like \"Oii and 111<': hf''s 
had a 'erv di.ff<'rent lrff'. Hut two-thirds of 
thf' llaitia;1s ,·oted for him, and he has shown 
a willingness to reach out and broaden his 
base. So. I just disagree with-aud I also dis-

agree that the old CIA reports are conclusive 
in thf>ir e\idence. But they had a legal re­
sponsibility to tell the Senate. If I had put 
the thumb on the111, you'd be asking Ille, 
"Whv are you gagging the CIA from gh ing 
A111erica11 intelligence to the Senate Intel­
ligence Committee?" 

Mr. RU88ert. I might ask you that. 
The President. You would. 

Foreign Policy Team 

Mr. RuSBert. Finally in this round, a lot 
of calls or suggestions ·that Secreta~· of De­
fensf' Aspin, Secretary of State Christopher 
resign. Are thev st'cure in their positions? 

The President. I don't think that thf' 
Preside11t should e,·en discuss that sort of 
thing. those personnel things. Let me sav 
this: I think they drser.e crf'dit for doing well 
on man~· hig things. This administration has 
securrd the interest of A111rrica in dealing 
with H11ssia, in dealing with the Middle East, 
in raising {'('()uomic issuf's to a new high, in 
conducting a thorough security bottoms-up 
re,·icw of the Pentagon and our military op­
erations, and in rnanv other arPas. 

\\'e found three prohlc111s that WP inhf'r­
ited l1ere, when we got in, that are\('~' dif­
ficult problems. in Bosnia, Somalia, and 
Haiti. And eve~· day you can pick up the 
newspaper and see opinions on both sidPs 
about what we should do or a mvriad of sides. 
\\'e're doing the best we can ~n those. And 
wp'rc going to do it, and we're going to do 
it with the team wp\·p got, as long as we'rf' 
all working togethN. I think that they have 
workf'd wr.· hard, and I think that some of 
thP attacks "on them ha,·e been quite unfair. 

!'tlr. RuSBert. Mr. President, we have to 
take a break. We'll be back with rnore from 
the (h·al Office and talk about crime and kids 
in America. 

ft\1 this l'oinl, the teler.ision staliom look a 
c1111111ierr:ial hrrok.] 

Mr. Russert. We're back on "Meet the 
PrC'ss." I'm with my colleague, Tom Brokaw, 
talking to the President of the United States 
in the Ch·al OfficP. 

Decline of the American Family 

Mr. President, in recent months on "Meet 
the Press," we\·e talked to Senator Pat Mm·­
nihan, Washington Post columnist Willia·m 
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Haspberr.·. thf' Hf'\·erend J<'SSC' Jackson about 
th .. problem of kids and crinlC'. And thev <Ire 
in agn·t·111t·nt that the hrrakup of the tradi­
tion;\! family as Wf' know it-two out of e\·f'r.· 
thrt·1· black. kids born this \'<"ar will lw hor;, 
out of wcdlOC'k, two out of fj,.f' whit•· cl1ildrf'11 
horn out of wedlock-is the breakup of tl1t' 
traditional familv unit a national crisis~ 

The Preside;.t. Absol11telv. It is ahsolutely 
a crisis. 

/'tfr. Rus11ert. And what can \'Oil do about 
it as PwsidPnt? 

The President. I think that as Presidpnt 
I han· to do two things. One is to sp<'ak about 
it and to fot'1rs the attention of tl1C' Nation 
on it. I went to the UniH·rsrtv of North Caro­
lina r('(·ently and spokf' to ti;,, 200th a1111i,·er­
sarv thcrf' of tlw 11ni,·ersil\• and ga,·f' a major 
'l""'ch tr.ing to dPal with tl1e co111hi11ed i111-
pact of the hrrakdown of thf' famih· and thr 
risf' in ,·iolf'm·" and the risr in drugs and tlw 
l.ick of cco110111ic opport1111il\· and-"-

,\lr, RuHHert. Is tl1Ne a corrrlation bf'-
1\,·ef'll crime and drugs and breakdown of the 
far11ih-~ 

Tlie Pre.•ident. Al>Sol11t1·k. I A't 1111· hack 
11p and sa_\· I think America l;as two big chal­
lenges. One is to change in wa\'s that will 
perrnit us to go into the 21st cent11r\' winning 
as a co1111tr.· and as imli,·iduals. Thf' second 
is to prm·id.e sf't·11ril\· in the face of all tl1f'SP 
chang<'s so that people can ha,·e a collf'wnt 
lift' ;1nd that w1· can't do that with 1·conornic 
stagnation or with social disintegration. and 
we'w fighting with hoth. I mean, tod,,_,. in 
the \\'ashingt;>n Post. th<'re's a storY of four 
p<'oplr killed m t'r tlw wf'ekrnd, ni111: people 
woundf>d. A gm· picks 11p a I-war-old daugl1-
tcr-111a\ llf' his daughter-a I-year-old child, 
dri,·f's aw;I\', and peopl<' dri,·e after him, 
shoot l1im in tl11' head. and the h11lkt then 
gOPs through tllf' girl's bod\' an.I hlows lwr 
shoe off. You know, :3 or 4 cla)s ago. an 11-
year-old girl planning her own f1111Pral. I 
mean. these things are tf'rriblf'. 

l.f't me just s;1y, l\·f' cilled ti}(' :\ttomeY 
Gf'rwral last night: WP talk1·d for :30 rni1111tt>s 
al><lllt this 011 tl1c pl1011C'. \\I(' haH· got to use· 
this adr11inistratio11 to awaken in all Anlf'ri­
cans an undNstanding of this and to get e,·_ 
e~·onc to ask wh;lt thrir personal responsibil­
il\• is to tr.· to lwlp rebuild the family and 

the conditions of t-on11111111it\'. Then \\C ha,·p 
to follow policif's wl1icl1 will ;Jo that. 

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. Pn'siclf'11t. do vo11 think 
tl1at tiH'rt' has l)(•1·n e11011gh dialog ,;.itl1i11 the 
hlack c11n111111rritv aho11t this wl1olt' issnt'. L11n­
ilit's w1tl1011t fat,llf'rs'.> Jt>ssc Jackson rccenth­
lias start1·d a campaign on blat'k-011-hlaC'k ,-io­
IC'nce. 13nt tlwre really-among the acti,·ists 
in the hlaC'k t-on11nunil\·, tl1erc l1as11 't hcc11 
11111d1 p11hlic dialog. I i'as that disappointf'd 
\'011? 
. The PreHident. \\'('II. rd me Sa\' this. I 
think therr sho11lcl hf' rnorP. Aird I diink that 
we sho11ld all be \\illing to facP up to all tlw 
rt'<lsons wll\· this has ot·t·urrt·d. Tlie fan1011s 
Africa11-An;c·rican sociologist-at lf'•l't },p's 
fa111011s in 011r cirdcs-\\'illia111 J111i11s \\'ilson 
at tl1C' Uni,·<'rsil\· of Chicago wrotf' a littk 
hook a f!'w \'f';lr~ ago t·allf'd "Tl1t· Tnrl\' Drs­
ach-.u1tagf'd ... It's only about I SO pagf's long. 
h11t it graplrit'alh- shows yo11 what has lrap­
p<'nPd to black fa1nili1·s in thr illrlf'r citi, s 
and l1uw the dC'clinf' of tllf' black f.unik is 
associated not sirnph· with tht' rist' of we I far<' 
but with tlw e,·aporation of jobs for black 
111aks i11 tl1ost• arpas. 

So I think. first, w1· 011ght to pass our crinw 
l1ill here and pnt anotlwr 100.000 police 011 
tl1c strcl'I and do it rigl1t in t-on11n1111il\· polic­
ing. l311t we also ha' c to grt work b;1ck into 
the li,rs of p<'opl<'. Yon know. vo11 t'a11't ha,-<' 
gc11nation after gf'neration not knowing 
work and <'-'p<'ct then· to lw st111c·t11r<' a11d 
ord!'r in p<'opl1··s li\f•s. That's one of thf' 
tl1ings that Colin l'ow1·ll-rf'lirf'd as Chair-
111an of tlu· Joint Cliif'fs of Staff-he talkf'd 
about rnadw lrf' t·onld bf' a role modf'I for 
p<'ople 011.tsidf' of tl1f' rnilitarv wl10 l1a\ f' non<' 
of the st111ct11re that's what 111akf's tlie 111ili­
tar\· go in this co1111tr.·. 

,\fr. Brokaw. So 11n1t·l1 of this is dri\'!'ll 
l>y d111gs Yo11r adrninistratron lias kind of 
l;lkPn d111gs off tl1c radar scr<'en. Do \'Oil 

think vo11're going to ha,·e to take a h,1rclf'r 
line on drugs? 

Tlie Pre.•ident. \\'ell. first of all. I don't 
think that's a fair t'harncteri1c1tio11. The ad-
111i11istratio11 has had to S11hjt·ct thl' dnrg 
b11dgt't to tl11' sarr11· nrtlilf'ss disciplirH' tl1at 
11c-arlv t'\'NY othpr b11dgPt has hPt'll s11bjf'ct 
to. So that whilf' we ha,·e incrf'ased sornC' 
drug funding. like in tllf> block grnrrt pro­
gra111. so111<' of tlw rf'st of it l1as not l)('f'll 
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incrt'aSP<l. \\"hat I han• trif'd to do is to g<'t 

pf'opk to sf'r thf' drng prohlf'm. first of all. 
i11 lf'r111s of stopping thf' 111ajor sourc<'s. and 
thf'n hf'rf' at hornc, focusing 011 drngs in 
IPrrns of treatnwnt and Pd11cation and inlf'­
grating ii with our O\f'rall stratcgy on law e11-
forcP111f'llt and ,·iolerJC"f'. 

I think this rot111try needs a comrnunitv 
strategy which deals '~ith the crisps of drug~. 
,·iolencc. crilll<'. the farnilv. and work. And 
wf' need to go not only nationally. but at the 
grassroots Je,·el. And Wf' nf'('d to understand 
that there"s some b.1sic things we ha,·e to do. 
If you want fa1u1li"s to stav togf'lhn. yo11\·f' 
got to 111akf' it possible for )lf'ople to he suc­
cessful workf'rs and s11ccessf11l parf'nts. 

If I rould just bridl~· lf'll this one story 
A couple of Sundays ago. Wf' had a familv 
in herf' taking a tour. a man. a wife>, thrf'e 
da11ghters. 011e of thf'sf' d1ildrf'n was in a 
wllf'dchair. She was in this Make-A-\\'ish 
program, you know. a sick child wants to go 
see thf' Presicknt. I sav hello. \\'f' ha,·e a pic­
turf'. On tllf' wav out. thf' ma11 sa\·s. "Mr. 
Prf'sidf'nt. just in ·case you think that.011f' per­
son dof's1i"t 111akP a diffc·rt>nce," he said, "vo11 
sigrif'd the farnih- IPa,·e bill. which gives' mc 
tllf' right to spend timf' with rny sick child 
and not lose Ill\' job. If vou hadri"t done that, 
if Co11gress hadn ·1 passed it. I would han' 
had to choosr l>f'IWf'('ll SJlf'11ding this prr­
cious ti111e with Ill\' daughter, who"s probably 
not going to li,·r. or ke('ping Ill)' job for Ill\' 
other two daughtf'rS and mv wifo. And I don't 
han~ to choose now. Don"t e,·er think that 
what vou do d()f's1i"t rnakr a diffc·rencP ... 

A few davs later that little girl died. But 
that man knows that lw was a good parent 
and a good worker. That's just Ollf' example 
of the kind of things wr h<l\e to do that have 
111oral ronl('lll e\Pll though they Illa~· be pub­
lic policies. 

But no matter what we do. there has to 
be a wawakcni11g of r<'spo11sibility in e\·ery 
co1111rn111ity. That g()('s hack to vo11r othrr 
question: Slio11ld the· black conrn111nity br de­
bating this? Thry should. Should the white 
ro111m1111itY he dPbating this? We should. 

Racial Tension in Vrban Areas 

Mr. Brokaw. All of this. it sef'ms to me, 
is f11Pling gr('ater racial tensio11s. especially 
in tlie urban areas. Do vo11 tliink tliat the 

racial trnsion and th<' racial climate in urban 
America now is better or worse than it was, 
s<l\". I 0 years ago:> 

The President. I think for middle class 
people it's much better. I think the Je,·el of 
romfort among people of difTerent races is 
much higher. I think the appreciation for di­
'ersity is greater. I think for people who are 
outside the economic mainstream, it is much, 
Jlluch worse. 

My God. we've got kids planning their fu­
nerals. I I-year-old kids. But the crying 
shame is, those people also want to be a part 
of mainstream Arnerica. I mf'all. look at these 
children. When they make these plans for 
their funerals, are they out there breaking 
thr law:> And one thing I"d like to say to the 
rest of America is. you read these horrible 
stories about how m'any people get killed on 
the weekends-most of the people that lived 
in all of those neighborhoods ne,·er break the 
law. work for a li,·ing for modest wages, pay 
their taxes, llJing to do right by their kids. 
I mean, this rountl")· is falling apart because 
wr ha,·e allowed a wliole group of us to drift 
away. It's not an under class am,11ore, it's 
an ~uter class. . 

Mr. Husserl. Mr. President. can we talk 
about this in direct terms without a cloud 
of political corrf'Ctness hm·ering O\"f'r the 
subject? 

The President. I think we ha'e to. I think 
we·,e got to. I think Jesse Jackson, frankly. 
has performed a good senice by going out 
and starting this debate again when the 
American people are willing to listen. We've 
got to be able to sit down and tell people 
what we think. I think that the American peo­
ple are willing to put aside political correct­
ness. But if we want to say tough things about 
the breakdown of the family and the respon­
sibility of people who li'e in these commu­
nities. we also have to say tough things to 
the rest of America about how you can't just 
ignore these people until vo11 have to read 
about how they're hming children, children 
ha,ing children, and nobody's married and 
they're ha\ing babies and these kids are 
dying. You've got to have some structure in 
these communities and some opportunity. If 
you want to preach the American dream to 
tliem, there's got io be something there at 
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the end of thr road. So tlll're"s so111f'thing 
for all of us to do ht'rf'. 

~Ir. Rus.,erl. II.fr. President, wr ha\e to 
take a11other break. We'll be back in just ;1 

mo11lf'nt to talk about Bill Clinton's first vear 
in office. · 

[At this l'oi11I. the tder.;isim1 stotim~~ took 11 

com111en:ial hn<ak. J 

The President's Approval Rating 

Mr. Russert. Wr're back with the Prf'si­
dent oftl1f' United States i11 the o,al Officf'. 

Mr. President. your poll numbers are low. 
but the one that's rnost striking to me is that 
since vou\e been President. the n11111bC'r of 
llf'OPI~ who tl1ink the countl)· is 011 the wrong 
track has cloublrd. \\'hat happened? 

The Pre11iderit. \\'ell. thev mav not know 
what's going on. And I tl1i1;k w~ should all 
ask ourselves what responsibilitv that has. 
Let's look at the facts. Lk't's just look at the 
facts. Since I became President. we ha,·e low­
ered the deficit. lowered interest rates, kept 
inOatio11 down. This economy has produced 
more pri,·ate sector jobs in the first 9 months 
than in the pre,·io11s 4 years. Jobs are up and 
im·estment is 11p. \\'e have shown discipli11e 
and direction in th<' budget. It was a remark­
able achie\en1ent. Not only that. in that 
budget we did something th;it has not been 
done for 20 rears, we tried to re,·erse the 
inequality of ineomes. We asked the wealthy 
to pay morf', and we gm·e m·er 15 million 
working families, comprising about 50 mil­
lion Americans. a ta.x cut because thev're 
working hard and still ho,·ering around 

0

the 
po,·erty line. Most Americans don't know 
that. 

~Ir. Ru.,11ert. So it's just a communications 
problem? 

The President. \\'ell, let me finish. 

~Ir. Ruuerl. Plcasc. 

The President. In that program. one of 
the things I promised the American people 
to do to try to add more sec11ritv to their 
Ji,·es was t~ open the doors of coilege edu­
cation to e\·el)·bocly. \\'e reformed the col­
lege loan program; we lowered the interest 
rates; we strung out the rPpayments. Most 

An1Pricans don't know that. \\'e passed tll!' 
fa111ilv I""''" law. which I just spoke about. 
\\'e han' a 111ajor health care proposal on the 
tahlf'. \\'r ha,·e opened auy 1111111ber of ec'O­
no111ic a\·en11es of opportunity tliat e\f'l)"011e 
agn·es with. \\"e\·(' got $:37 billion mon· in 
high-tech equipment up for exports now. cre­
ated hundreds of thousands of/"obs. 

So the economic record oft iis acl111inistra­
tion i11 only 9 months is \"f'I")" good. The edu­
cational record of this administration is good. 
\Vhat we"re doing on health care is 11nprece­
dr11ted in our lifetime. The forf'ign JX>licy 
record 011 tl1e issu"s that realh- affect our na-
tional security is good. . 

Thnc are the problems tliat nobody's fig­
ured out how to resoh-e; I concede that. I 
do not know what the answer to this is. Bnt 
I know this: I helir\·e that wllf'n historians 
look at this first ,·ear. they will be hard 
pressed to find 111 .. 1nv first . \·pars of Presi­
dencies that equal otirs. Th,; Congressio1wl 
Q11arterh- said the other dav that onh- Presi­
clf'nt Ei;enhower had had ·a higher ·s11ccpss 
rate in Congress than I ha,·e. If vou go out 
and ask the a\erage A111Prican. tl1ev think I 
hardly e\f'r get an)1hing passed. 

Mr. Husserl. But the voters--

The President. Now. tl1at 111av he-that's 
right. that 111av he n1~· fault. it "';". hr so111P­
b0<h- else's fault. But the reality is. the econ­
omy is going in the right direct.ion. I'm keep­
ing thr rom111it111ents of the can1paigu to em­
power people through education and through 
health care initiatives and through all these 
other things. \\'hv don't they know that? I 
don't know. I ga,·e a speech the other d,iv 
to 250 people from m~· home town. my home 
State who were up here. and I jnst went 
through these specific things. And they said. 
"There mnst ha,·e bef'n a conspiracy to kef'p 
this a secret; we didn't know any of this."' 

Mr. Ruuert. But in six Statps since vou\e 
he1C11 Prf'side11t. Senate srats in Tex;~s and 
Cc·orgia, Co,·cmorsl1ips in Virginia. New Jer­
sey, mayoralties in New York and Los Ange­
les ha,·e all gone Republican. There Illus! be 
some small message in there for you. 

The President. Well. I think the message 
is people still want change. But yon know. 
vou're from BufTalo. Don't vo11 believe that 
:111 politics is loc·al? I was a C:overnor for 12 
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\'Pars. and I can honesllv Sa\'. willi J.50 CO\·­
~mors I Sf'n·cd with I ,·lf',-~r hf'ard onf' sav. 
11ol <Hlf'. that he or shf' '~un or lost an dccti~n 
lwca11sf' of thf' Presidf'nl. 

Now. what arf' lhf'sf' things sa\'i11g? They 
sa\' pcoplf' arc still upset at crimf'. tllf'y

0

rf' 
11psct ;it the laek of johs. th ... ,·- re npsf't when 
thf'\''rt: p<1~ing more ta.ws and think thPy·rf' 
not gf'tting something f'lsf' for ii. But Wf' are 
addressing rach of thosr things. Whetlwr il's 
in the {'('0110111ic program. the lwalth care 
program. the rf'im·Pnting program. cxpa1Hl­
i11g tradf'. wp are addrf'ssing thosf' things. 

I think th;1t wliat I li;I\ ,. lo do is to do 
a l>Cttf'r job of g<'tting rn1I tllf·n· and gf'tting 
the rPcord llwrf'. Hut \\hat happ<'llS llf'r<' i.s 
f'\f'ry day is just a 11t•w hattlf'. I don't know 
am·hoch- who's 0111 tl1f'rf' whn l)('lic,·<'s that 
ali" thf's.f' t·IPctio11s an· all\" 1110H' than a rpf. 
('rf'llth11n 011 what pt•opl<' ~,·ant for tllf'ir Jlla\'­
ors a11d tllf•ir Gon·rnors. 

Media Couerage 

Mr. Rrokarc. :'-Ir. l'rPsidf'nt. Jimlll\' 
Cart<-r llS<'d to !"<1111plai11 lli;1t lilt' \\'hit<' 
l1011S<· prt'sS was lll'n' simplv lo plav 
'"gotcha.'" Are \"Oii ""·i11g. in t•ff Pct. that the 
press CO\ rragc has faikd \"Oii a11d failPd the 
C'Olllllr\'? 

The Pre11ide11t. No. WPll. I think it mav 
haw failed the co11ntn· so111c·. but I don"t tak~ 
it personally. and I dt;11 ·t think it's a '"gotcha'· 
thing. I think, in a wa\' it Illa\' h<' my fault. 
I go from one thing to anolht:r, so we h;l\·e 
one mo111P11I 011 national Sf'n·ic<'. for Pxa111-
ple-a signature idea of Ill\" campaign. some­
thing we know tlw American p<'opl<' care 
aho11t-a11<l ii hap[X'llS. hut it happens in thf' 
n1iddl<' of all llws<' oll1rr things so nol)()(lv 
knows ii happened. I 1hink that's lhe big 
problem. 

Mr. Brokaw. Ld Ill(' ask vo11 about 1996. 
Yo11 had a n1ef'ti11g in the \\1hite llousf' the 
other dav with c'oli11 Powpll; lie endorsed 
NAITA.· Do vo11 think Colin Powell is a 
Democral or a.Republican? And do you think 
he'll nm for office in '96? 

The Pre11ident. Y01i'll ha\f' to ask him 
that. I don't think I should speak for him. 

Mr. Brokaw. \\'ell, what's your instinct? 

The President. I don't ha,·e an instinct. 
LRt me just sav this: What I h;l\·e determined 
to do is to g<'t up e,·ery dav and do what 
I think is right and try to mm·e this countn· 
fon,·ard and keep the commitments I made 
to the A111Prican people ;md follow it through 
with real con,·ictio11 and just let e,·er;thi11g 
else happen. I can't control a lot of the 
events. But I do think it is astonishing to me, 
and I take this on mnelf ma\'be more than 
\Oil, b111 that-is tog~ back I~ Al Gore's li1lf' 
in the campaign, "\\'hat should be up is up: 
what should I)(' clown is down." \\'c'w mo,-­
ini:: in th<' riglil direction. and pcoplP should 
know that. A11<l if thev don't. !hen I ha,·e 
to examine why they cl~n·1. Bui perhaps yo11 
do. loo. 

,\fr. Rw1sert. 11.-lr. President. we h;l\·e lo 
take a break. We'll bf' rigl1t back after this 
break. 

[At this l'oiul, the telcdsio11 sl11lio1~~ look 11 

co111111crcio/ /Jrr<11k.] 

Mr. Russert. We're back with the Presi­
dP11I. Torn Brokaw, you ha,·p a 'l"<'slio11. 

The President's Health 

Mr. Brokaw. E'en in the O,·al Office, rnu 
can hear the local protest outside about fire­
fighters or something in Washington, DC. 
Yo11 know that it is like Ii\ ing in a fishbowl 
her<'. Comedians ha,·e had a lot of fun with 
the fact that vou run e\·er• dav. but vou don't 
seem to los~ any weight'. Jn. fact, ~vhat can 
vou tell us about your personal health? Have 
you lost weight? 

The President. A little bit. 

Mr. Brokaw. And have you changed your 
eati11g habits? 

The President. Yes, quite a bit since l\·e 
been here. I ha,·e lost weight. I gained a lot 
of weight in the campaign. I'm now almost 
back to where I was 2 years ago. l\e lost 
weight, and lost, I don°t know, 2 or 3 inches 
off mv waist. But I run 6 <lays a wf'ek. and 
I just 'try to-it's like ever;thi.ng else, I think 
you just have to get up, sort of show up e,·erv 
day. and try to make a little progrf'ss. I think 
that's what you <lo in life. 
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Tlie Presidency 

llfr. Ru1JSert. Mr. President. a friend of 
yo11rs told me that yon jokingly sometimps 
refer lo life in the While House as "tlw 
crown jewel of the Ff'deral penitenliaf)· svs­
tem. 

The President. That's right. 

llfr. Russert. How confining has it been? 

The Pre11ident. Well, it's prettv confining. 
alwa\'s sav I don't know whelher it's the 

fin<'sl public linusing in AruPrica or tlw 
crown jewpl of the prison svslem. Ifs a 'f'l"Y 
isolating life. And ont' of the things that frns­
lralC'S lllC' is tlial I get morr easily out of 
touch and mavbe e,·cn out of harmonv with 
the AmPriea1; people-that's the cp;estion 
vo11 askf'<I lllC' l'arlirr. I also know that e,·en· 
.little word I sav can be sort of twist<'<!. vo;, 
know. And again. I don't faull anybo<lv .. but 
I jusl ha,·e to be careful. 

Mr. Russert. \Ve h;n·e jusl a few sec'Onds . 

The PreHident. Did \"Oil SI'<' what Cc·rgc•11 
j11sl die!' llf' hro11gh1 i11 this thing saying that 
the hf'adline is now !hat Clinlon ace11sed 
labor of roughshod tactics. I mean. those 
guys are my friends. I just do11°I agree with 
1he111 on NAFTA. We're going lo all work 
together--

Mr. Ru11sert. \\'e ha,·e j11st a few seconds. 
Is there one thing thal. a year ago, you were 
absolutelv certain of that vou're not quite 
sure about now~ 

The President. YPs. I was absoluteh- cer­
tain a year ago thal I co11lcl pursue tl;is ag­
gn·ssi\·e agenda of ehangf' and that p\·erv slep 
along the way I'd be able to tell the American 
people what I was doing and com"ince them 
thal we're going right. We are pursuing ii, 
we're making in a way a little more progress 
than I thought we would. but there·s a big 
gap betWf'f'll what we\·e done and what l\·e 
been able to tell the people about J\c· got 
lo do a better job . 

Mr. RUMert. Thank you for letting us join 
mu in the Ch·al Offiee to<lav. I take ii !his 
is the room you'll imilf' the H

0

uffalo Bills after 
they win the Super Bowl? 

The President. Thar's right. The Buffalo 
Bills will lie here if tit('\" win the S11pcr Bowl 
this vear. 

Mr. Ru,.sert. Mr. President, tha11k von 
,-en· n111ch. 

llfr. Brokarc. You'll be in office a long 
tin1c if thal's the case. f Lm1gh1t:r] 

Non-:: Tht" i11teniew ht>~a11 at H a.m. i11 the O\·a.I 
Ortic" ;it !he \\"hilt· I lou~t'. 

Executive Order 12879-0rdcr of 
Succession of Office rs To Act as 
Secretary of the NaV)' 
Novc111/Jcr R, 19.9.'3 

Bv the anlhoritv ,·estt>cl in me as PrcsidPnt 
I)\· die Conslil11ti~n and the laws of lh<' Unit­
e~) States of A1nerica. including section :3:341 
of title -5. Unile<l States Code. it is herPI)\· 
ordned as follows: . 

Section 1. S1u·n•ssio11 lo tlu· :\11tl1orit11 of 
tlw Sl'c:rl'l11n1 of tlw Nm.11- (a) 111 tll<' e~·<·11I 
of !he deal h. permanent disability. or rt'S­
ignalion of !he Spcrelaf!' of tlif' Naw, the 
i11c11mbe11ts holding lhe positions cksignal<'d 
below. in the orckr indicated. shall act for 
and exercisf' the powers of the Secr('lary of 
the Nmv: 

(I) TllC' U ndf'r Sf'cretan· of I he N aw. 
(2) The Assistant Secr~taries and (:eneral 

Counsel of the Na\"\', in the order flx('d bv 
tlwir length of se~kf's as permanent ap­
pointees in sueli positions. 

(3) The Chief of Naval Operations. 
(4) Tlw Co111rna11dant of the Marine 

Corps. 
(bl In thf' e\·f'nl of the temporaf)' absence 

or temporary disahility of the Secrf'laf!· of 
the Na,y. the incumbents holding the De­
partment of the Na')' positions designated 
in paragraph (a) of this section. in the ordn 
indicalcd. shall act for and exercise the pow· 
crs of the Secrclar\' of the Na\"\:. 

(I) In these in;tances, !he. designation of 
an Acting Secretary of the Nmy applif's onlv 
for the duration of the Secretarv's absence 
or clisabilit\'. and does not affect ti1e a11tlioritv 
of the Sec~rtary to resume the powprs of h(s 
office upon his return. 
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~HE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, 
leaders of th National Assembly, members of all political 
parties here resent joined together in our common devotion to 
democracy. 

t is a great honor for me to be here today with my 
wife, with the United States Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
Defense, with other military and political leaders from our 
government in this great hall of democracy. 

I first visited your beautiful capital city five 
years ago. Since then, Korea's energy and culture have shown 
themselves in many new way~. Your bustling capital has continued 
to grow. Your economy has continued to expand. Your nation 
hosted the Olympics and has taken its place as a full member of 
the United Nations. You have established new ties to Russia and 
to China. But no achievement is more important than the 
consolidation of your democracy with the election of a bold 
democrat, President Kim Young-Sam. 

Geography has placed our two nations far apart, but 
history has drawn us close together. Ours is a friendship formed 
in blood as our troops fought shoulder to shoulder in defense of 
freedom. Then as Korea's economy became the miracle on the Han, 
we built an economic partnership that today exceeds $30 billion 
in fairly well-balanced trade. Today, Korea's democratic 
progress adds yet another bond of shared values between our two 
peoples. 

When President Truman sent American troops to 
Korea's defense 43 years ago, he said he aimed to prove that, and 
I quote: "Free men under God can build a community of neighbors 
working together for the good of all." Our efforts together 
since then have benefited all our peoples -- not only the people 
of our own countries, but in the Asian Pacific region all who 
seek to live in peace and ~reedom. 

Our relationship has made this region more secure, 
more prosperous, and more free. Now with the Cold War over and 
profound changes sweeping throughout your country, this whole 
populous region, and indeed throughout the world, we must create 
a new vision of how we, as a community of neighbors, can live in 
peace. 

I believe the time had come to create a New Pacific 
Community built on shared strength, shared prosperity, and a 
shared commitment to democratic values. (Applause.) 

Today I want to discuss the fundamentals of security 
for that New Pacific Community and the role the United States 
intends to play. I had the opportunity just a few days ago at 
the G-7 summit in Tokyo to travel to Waseda University to talk 
about the economic aspects of that new partnership. And I think 

MORE 
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clearly all the economic reforms that we can make will benefit a 
great market system like Korea. 

Bu~ we must aiways remember that security comes 
first. Abov¥ all, the United States intends to remain actively 
engaged in t is region. America is, after all, a Pacific nation. 
We have many peoples from all over Asia now making their home in 
America, including more than 1 million Koreans. We have fought 
three wars here in this century. We must not squander that 
investment. 

The best way for us to deter regional aggression, 
perpetuate the region's robust economic growth, and secure our 
own maritime and other interests is to be an active presence. We 
must and we will continue to lead. 

To some in America there is a fear that America's 
global leade hip is an outdated luxury we can no longer afford. 
Well, they a wrong. In truth, our global leadership has never 
been a more i dispensable or a more worthwhile investment for us. 
So long as we'. remain bordered by oceans and powered by trade; so 
long as our f ag is a symbol of democracy and hope to a fractious 
world, the im erative of America's leadership will remain. 

i believe there are four priorities for the security 
of our New Pacific Community. First, a continued American 
military commitment to th~q region. Second, stronger efforts to 
combat the proljferation ot weapons of mass destruction. Third, 
new regional dialogues on the full range of our common security 
challenges. And, last, support for democracy and more open 
societies throughout this region. (Applause.) 

The bedrock of America's security role in the Asian 
Pacific must be a continued military presence. In a period of 
change, we need to preserve what has been reliable. Today we, 
therefore, affirm our five bilateral security agreements with 
Korea, with Japan, with Australia, with the Philippines and with 
Thailand. 

Those agreements work because they serve the 
interests of each of the states. They enable the U.S. Armed 
Forces to maintain a substantial forward presence. At the same 
time they have enabled Asia to focus less energy on an arms race 
and more energy on the peaceful race toward economic development 
and opportunity for the peoples of this region. 

The contribution Japan and Korea make to defray the 
cost of stationing our forces underscores the importance of that 
presence to both of those countries. There is no better example 
of that commitment than our alliance with your nation. As the 
Cold War recedes into hist~ry, a divided Korea remains one of its 
most bitter legacies. Our nation has always joined yours in 
believing that one day Korea's artificial division will end. 
(Applause.) 

We support Korea's peaceful unification on terms 
acceptable to the Korean people. And when the reunification 
comes, we will stand beside you in making the transition on the 
terms that you have outlined. 

But that day has not yet arrived. The Demilitarized 
Zone still traces a stark line between safety and danger. North 
Korea's million men in arms, most stationed within 30 miles of 
the DMZ, continue to pose a threat. Its troubling nuclear 
program raises questions about its intentions. Its internal 
repression and irresponsible weapons sales show North Korea is 
not yet willing to be a responsible member of the community of 
Nations. 

So let me say clearly, our commitment to Korea's 
security remains undiminished. The Korean peninsula remains a 
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vital American interest. Our troops will stay here as long as 
the Korean people want and need us here. (Applause.) 

We lost tens of thousands of America's best in 
Korea's moun,ains and mud and sky. But Korea lost millions. 
That sacrifi e affirmed some old truths: vulnerability invites 
aggression. Peace depends upon deterrence. We cannot forget 
those lessons again. 

And so it is throughout the region. Our commitment 
to an active military presence remains. Our mutual agreement 
with the Philippines to close our bases there should not be cause 
for Asian alarm. The lar~~r picture tells a different story. We 
have obtained increased access for our forces throughout 
Southeast Asia to facilitate our presence, and if necessary, to 
project our forces beyond the region. 

~
ere in Korea we have frozen American troop 

withdrawals d are modernizing Korean and American forces on the 
peninsula. have deployed to Japan the Belleau Wood amphibious 
group and the,u.s.s. Independence battle group, the largest and 
most modern i the world. These are not signs of disengagement. 
These are sig s that America intends to stay. 

he second security priority for our New Pacific 
Community is to combat the spread of weapons of mass destruction 
and their means of delivery. We cannot let the expanding threat 
of these deadly weapons replace the Cold War nightmare of nuclear 
annihilation. And today, that possibility is too real. 

North Korea appears committed to indiscriminate 
sales of the SCUD missiles that were such a source of terror and 
destruction in the Persian Gulf. Now it is developing, testing 
and looking to export a more powerful missile with a range of 600 
miles or more -- enough for North Korea to threaten Osaka, or for 
Iran to threaten Tel Aviv 

We 
compliance with 
proliferation. 
engage China in 
together we can 
development. 

have serious concerns as well about China's 
international standards against missile 
And since both you and we are attempting to 
a more extensive trade relationship, I hope 
have a positive influence against that 

The Pacific nations simply must develop new ways to 
combat the spread of biological, chemical, and missile 
technologies. And in the coming weeks, the U.S. will propose new 
efforts aimed at that goal. But no specter hangs over this 
peninsula or this region more darkly than the danger of nuclear 
proliferation. Nearly 160 nations have now joined to resist that 
threat through the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty -- the most 
universally supported treaty in all history. 

Now, for the first time since that treaty was opened 
for signatures, one of its members has threatened to withdraw. 
Our goals remain firm. We seek a nonnuclear Korean peninsula and 
robust global rules against proliferation. That is why we urge 
North Korea to reaffirm its commitment to the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, to fulfill its full scope safeguards obligations to the 
International Atomic Ener~·· Agency, including IAEA inspections of 
undeclared nuclear sites, and to implement bilateral inspections 
under the South-North Nuclear Accord. {Applause.) 

Our goal is not endless discussions, but certifiable 
compliance. North Korea must understand our intentions. We are 
seeking to prevent aggression, not to initiate it. And so long 
as North Korea abides by the U.N. charter and international 
nonproliferation commitments, it has nothing to fear from 
America. 

The U.S. has worked to bring North Korea back within 
the fold of nuclear responsibility. But your nation, too, has a 
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critical role to play. The future of this peninsula is for you 
and North Korea to shape. The South-North Nuclear Accord you 
negotiated goes even further than existing international accords. 
It not only banishes nuclear weapons from the peninsula, it also 
bans the proiuction of nuclear materials that could be used to 
make those w apons. We urge full implementation of this path­
breaking ace ·rd which can serve as a model for other regions of 
nuclear tension. 

Even as we address immediate concerns such as 
proliferation, we must also have a vision of how we will meet the 
broader challenges of this era. That is what I sought to create 
during the recently concluded G-7 talks, for example, by 
proposing new ways to focus on new problems, such as the slow 
pace of job creation in the G-7 countries. And it is why I have 
proposed a NATO summit so that we can adapt that institution to 
new times and new challenges. 

.. j±n both Asia and Europe the dominant unitary threat 
of Soviet ag ression has disappeared. In both regions, the end 
of the Cold ~r has allowed a host of problems to emerge or to 
reappear, sue as ancient ethnic rivalries, regional tensions, 
flows of refu ees and the trafficking of deadly weapons and 
dangerous dru s. 

t 
In Europe these changes require us to adapt an 

existing security institution -- NATO. In the Pacific no such 
institution exists. Moreover, since the Asian Pacific faces no 
unitary threat, there is no need for us to create one single 
alliance. The challenge for the Asian Pacific in this decade, 
instead, is to develop multiple new arrangements to meet multiple 
threats and opportunities These arrangements can function like 
overlapping plates of armor, individually providing protection 
and together covering the full body of our common security 
concerns. 

Some new arrangements may involve groups of nations 
confronting immediate problems. This is the model we pursued to 
address North Korea's nuclear program. Our two nations worked 
not only with each other but also with Japan and with others who 
could bring their influence to bear. 

Other arrangements may involve peacekeeping, such as 
the massive and promising U.N. effort to support reconciliation 
in Cambodia. Still others may pursue confidence-building 
measures to head off regional or subregional disputes. 

We also need new regional security dialogues. This 
month's ASEAN post-ministerial conference in Singapore, which the 
United States will attend, offers an immediate opportunity to 
further such a dialogue. Korea can play a vital role in the 
region's new arrangements, for it stands at the center of 
northeast Asia, within two hours by air from Singapore, Tokyo, 
Beijing and Vladivostok. 

The many eco1.-~ic discussions within the region also 
can play a role. By lowering barriers to trade and investment, 
we can generate jobs, ease regional tensions and, thus, enhance 
regional security. That is why I welcome the new Dialogue for 
Economic Cooperation our two nations are launching on this visit. 
And that is why I announced in Japan that I would like to host an 
informal economic conference among APEC's leaders following the 
~inisterial meeting in Seattle, Washington, this fall. 

The goal of all these efforts is to integrate, not 
isolate, the region's powers. China is a key example. We 
believe China cannot be a full partner in the world community 
until it respects human rights and international agreements on 
trade and weapon sales. But we also are prepared to involve 
China in building this region's new security and economic 
architectures. We need an involved and engaged China, not an 
isolated China. 
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Some in the U.S. have been reluctant to enter into 
regional security dialogues in Asia. They fear it would seem a 
pretext for American withdrawal from the area. But I see this as 
a way to supSlement our alliances and forward military presence, 
not to supplrnt them. 

These dialogues can ensure that the end of the Cold 
war does not provide an opening for regional rivalries, chaos and 
arms races. They can build a foundation for our shared security 
well into the 21st century. 

Ultimately, the guarantee of our security must rest 
in the character and the intentions of the region's nations 
themselves. That is why our final security priority must be to 
support the spread of democracy throughout the Asian Pacific. 
Democracies not only are 111-.Jre likely to meet the needs and 
respect the r~ghts of their people, they also make better 
neighbors. ~~ey do not wage war on each other, practice 
terrorism, gejAerate refugees or traffic in drugs and outlaw 
weapons. The~ make more reliable partners in trade and in the 
kind of dialo ues we announced today. 

oday, some argue democracy and human rights are 
somehow unsui~ed to parts of Asia, or that they mask some 
cultural imperialism on the part of the West. My ear is drawn 
instead to more compelling voices -- to Chai Ling who proclaimed 
democracy's spirit at Tiananmen Square; to Aung San Suukyi whose 
eloquent opposition to repression in Burma has stirred the entire 
world; to Boris Yeltsin who is leading Russia toward becoming a 
great democratic power on the Pacific; and to your own President 
Kim and others in this multi-party assembly who have helped 
democracy flower here in the Land of the Morning Calm. 

You are truly an example to people all over the 
Asian Pacific region because you have had the courage to confront 
the issues of political reform and economic reform; to ask the 
hard questions of yourselves; to have the public debates 
necessary when people honestly seek to improve and open their 
society and move forward. And I salute you on behalf of freedom­
loving people everywhere 111 the world. (Applause.) 

To be sure, every nation must retain its own 
culture, and we will all struggle about what it means to define 
that. But Korea proves that democracy and human rights are not 
western imports. They flow from the internal spirit of human 
beings because they reflect universal aspirations. 

Now we must respond to those aspirations throughout 
this region. We must support the nongovernmental organizations 
that seek to strengthen Asia's building blocks of civic society, 
such as open elections, trade unions, and a free press. And we 
must deploy accurate news and information against Asia's closed 
~ocieties. I have proposed creating an Asian democracy radio for 
this purpose, and I look forward to its establishment in the near 
future. 

Two hundred seventeen years ago, America's founders 
declared the rights of self-government to be God-given, and 
therefore inalienable. Today, here on Asian soil, let us 
together reaffirm that declaration -- not only as an article of 
faith, but as a sturdy building block in our region's shared 
security. 

This, then, is our nation's vision for security in 
the new Pacific community: a continued United States military 
presence, new efforts to combat proliferation, new regional 
security dialogues, and vigorous support for democracies and 
democratic movements. These elements of security can help create 
a Pacific region where economic competition is vigorous, but 
peaceful; where diverse nations work as partners to improve their 
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shared security; where democracy, as well as balanced military 
strength, takes its place as a guardian of our security. 

We will not realize every aspect of that vision 
overnight, nyr will the new Pacific community come to pass 
without grea effort. But neither of our nations is a stranger 
to hard work · 

I think, in particular, of the image of your great 
long-distance runner, Hwang Yung Cho, who endured that final 
steep hill in Barcelona to capture the gold in the marathon in 
the 1992 Olympics. His energy and perseverance captured the 
spirit of the Korean peop __ who have not only endured, but 
prospered through a long, hard, and challenging history. We 
respect that spirit. We honor your values. We have stood 
shoulder to shoulder with you in days past, and so it shall be in 
the days ahead. The struggle for freedom and democracy and 
opportunity i , indeed, a marathon. Let us run the race 
together. 

hank you very much. (Applause.) 

END 5:56 P.M. (L} 
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JOINT STATEMENT 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

New York, June 11, 1993 

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the United states 
of America held government-level talks in New York from the 2nd 
through the 11th of June, 1993. Present at the talks were the 
delegation of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea headed by 
First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Kang Sok Ju and the 
delegation of the United States of America led by Assistant 
Secretary of State Robert L. Gallucci, both representing their 
respective Governments. At the talks, both sides ~ discussed 
policy matters with a view to a fundamental solution of the 
nuclear issue on the Korean Peninsula. Both sides expressed 
support for the North-South Joint Declaration on the 
Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula in the interest of 
nuclear non-proliferation goals. 

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the United States 
have agreed to principles of: 

assurances against the threat and use of force, including 
nuclear weapons; 

peace and security in a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula, 
including impartial application of fullscope safeguards, mutua: 
respect for each other's sovereignty, and non-interference in 
each other's internal affairs; and 

support for the peaceful reunification of Korea. 

In this context, the two Governments have agreed to continue 
dialogue on an equal and unprejudiced basis. In this respect, 
the Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea has 
decided unilaterally to suspend as long as it considers necessary 
the effectuation of its withdrawal from the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

April 1, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

WIEDEMAN'1.t THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DANIEL 

STEVEN 

B ~ONEMAN /KENT 

AOK~ 
Deputies Committee Meeting on North Korea 
April 7, 1993 

Attached at Tab I is a proposed meeting notice for a Depu 
Committee meeting on the North Korean problem. An agenda 
Tab A of the proposed announcement. 

20317 

The State Department will circulate separately a discussion paper 
containing a propo~r~d gameplan. 

Concurrences by: qt:sandra Kristoff 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you authorize Will Itoh to forward the announcement to his 
counterparts. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to Counterparts 

Tab A Agenda 

By 

-&BGREtp-
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Attached at Tab I is a proposed meeting notice for a Deputies 
Committee meeting on the North Korean problem. An agenda is at 
Tab A of the proposed announcement. 

The State Department will circulate separately a discussion paper 
containing a propo~r~d gameplan. 
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JOINT STATEMENT 
OF THE DEMOCRATIC PBOPLB'S REPUBLIC OF KORIA 

AND THE UHITID ITATBS OP AllERICA 

New York, June 10, 1993 

p rJ 3 

The Democratic People'• Republic of Korea and the United States 
of America held ;overnment•laval talk• in Hew York trom the 2nd 
throu9h the 10th of 3une, 1993. !resent at the talks were the 
deleqation of th• Democratic Paopl•'• Repu1'lic ot Korea haadad by 
First Vic• Minister of Porai;n Affairs Kan9 Sok Ju and tha 
delegation of the United States of Amarioa lad by Assistant 
Sacratary of State Robert L. Qalluaoi, both rapr•••ntinq their 
respective Governments. At the talks, both aides have diacu•••d 
policy matters with a view to a fundamental solution of the 
nuclear iaaua on the Korean Panin•ula. Both aid•• expressed 
support for the North-South Denuclaarization Declaration and 
adherence to the international nuclear non-pro1iteration regime. 

The Democratic People's RapUl>lic ot Korea (DPRK) and the United 
Stat•• have aqraed to continua disouaaion of principle• on: 

peace and aacurity in a nuclear-tree Korean Peninsula, 
includin; acceptance of fullacope sataquard• and non-interterenca 
in each other'• internal affair•, 

•upport tor paacaful reunification of Korea, and 
,.,.. ' -c), .... '· . ·:..., 

assurances aqainst the threat and use of force. ; .. , .. , ·, .G -- ~·· .. ." :- .. " ... ' , 

In thia context, th• two Qovarnments bava agreed to continue 
dialogue (;!nd=neq,o:t·tat·tan~ on an equal and unprejudiced basia. In 
thia raapact, the Government of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea has daaidad to unilaterally •uapand aa long as it 
considers necaaaary the affeo1:uation of its withdrawal from the 
Treaty on th• Non-Proliferation of Nuolear Weapona, and thua 
remain •ubjact to international aafavuarda. 
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ACTION 

-SECRFI 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

April 1, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER ~ J 

B lhloNEMAN /KENT WIEDEMANi!jZ"" 

AOK~ 
THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DANIEL 

STEVEN 

Deputies Corrunittee Meeting on North Korea 
April 7, 1993 

Attached at Tab I is a proposed meeting notice for a Depu 
Corrunittee meeting on the North Korean problem. An agenda 
Tab A of the proposed announcement. 

20317 

The State Department will circulate separately a discussion paper 
containing a propo~r~d gameplan. 

Concurrences by: q~andra Kristoff 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you authorize Will Itoh to forward the announcement to his 
counterparts. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to Counterparts 

Tab A Agenda 

"9ECR'i'1' 
Declassify on: OADR 

DECLASSIFIED E.O. 13526 
White House Guidelines, 

September 11, 2006 

By ~< NARA, Date O'f \ \~ \ I~ 
&.oo c, - o~ ;;2. s --P 

SEeRET 
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20370 ADO-ON 

ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON 0 C 20506 

April 19, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: DANI EL PONEMANW 

FROM: STEVEN AOKI)~ 

SUBJECT: Paper on North Korea for Principals' MeeLing 

State has made the changes you requested in their discussion 
paper for the April 20 Principals' meeting on North Korea 
(Tab A). This paper should now be circulated to your 
counterparts, together with the Options Paper on elements of a 
bilateral approach to North Korea (Tab B). 

~~ 
Concurrences by: Sandra Kristoff 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to your counterparts at 
Tab I, transmitting papers for discussion at the April 20 
Principals' meeting on North Korea. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to Counterparts 

Tab A Discussion Paper on North Korea 
Tab B Options for a Bilateral Approach 

DECLASSIFIED E.O. 13526 
White House Guidelines 

' 

~ci;;i.gT. 

Declassify on: OADR 

September 11, 2006 

By (fj.;~ NARA, Date~-Olol ti\ 15 
~'i - or").s - F 

SEeRET ---
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20506 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL DEPUTIES COMMITTEE MEETING 

DATE: October 7, 1993 
LOCATION: SITUATION ROOM 
TIME: 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

NEXT STEPS ON NORTH KOREA 

Agenda 

Introduction NSC 

Intelligence Update CIA 

Diplomatic Update State 

U.S. Strategy and Options State 

Discussion All Participants 

Cohclusion NSC 
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