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tries. NAFTA will eventually cut these taxes
down to zero. It will also reduce Mexican
laws which now require some products sold
in Mexico to actually be made there.

Now, that makes a much bigger difference
for the United States than for Mexican prod-
ncts that would be sold here. Let me tell
you why. Right now. Mexico's tariffs on our
products are 2Vz times higher than our tariffs
on theirs. NAFTA will remove those barriers,
opening up a growing market for our goos
and services and creating hundreds of thou-
sands of new jobs for our people.

The fact is that today Mexican consumers
are already buyving over $40 billion worth of
American products. And il NAFTA passes,
they'll buy even more. Seventy cents of every
dollar that Mexico spends on foreign prod-
ucts are spent right here in the United States.
And when Mexico takes down its tariff bar-
riers. that means more sales and more jobs
for our industries, from cars to computers.

Right now. Mexico puts a 20 percent tariff
on cars and virtnally requires that cars sold
in Mexico be made there. With NAFTA,
those barriers will be lowered. That's why the
big three auto companies predict that in just
the first year after NAFTA, they could go
from selling only 1.000 cars in Mexico to sell-
ing 60.000.

It's the same with computers, which also
face a 20 percent tariff. Three vears ago. hy
one estimate. Mexico bought 120,000 com-
puters from us. Last year they bought
390.000. This vear it's estimated thev’ll buy
600.000. And that's with a 20 percent tariff.
When NAFTA lowers the tariff barrier. the
United States will gain a 20 percent advan-
tage over onr competitors from Europe and
Japan. And Mexico, with a population of
nearly 90 million, could buy millions more
of our computers, creating tens of thousands
of new jobs here in our country.

For our country, for every wealthy coun-
try. the only way to create new jobs and to
raise incomes is to export more products. For
the past 5 vears about half the growth in our
economy has come from exports. And jobs
related to exports pay 17 percent more than
other jobs in the American economy. That's
why NAFTA is part of my overall strategy
to sell our products all over the world at a
time when our leading rivals are also expand-

ing their own markets in their own backyard.
Western Europe is becoming a giant trading
bloc. Japan is expanding its imestment and
trade in much of Asia. And now with NAFTA
we can create the biggest trading bloc in the
world, starting with Canada and Mexico and
then expanding to the rest of Latin America.
Many of the Latin American countries really
want to buv more American products, to be
a part of our trading bloc. They're just wait-
ing to be asked, and they're waiting to an-
swer, depending on  what happens  to
NAFTA.

Given a fair chance, | know American
workers can compete and win in our own
hemisphere and throughout the world. Those
who believe othenvise underestimate the
American people. We still have the most pro-
ductive workers in the world, and theyv've
gotten more productive in the last 15 or 20
years.

On Tuesday night, Vice President Gore
will debate a leading critic of NAFTA. The
debate will be facts against fear, the fear that
low wages and lower costs of production in
Mexico will lead to a massive flight of jobs
down there. Well, if we don’t pass NAFTA,
that could still be true. The lower wages and
the lower cost of production will still be
there. But if we do pass it. it means dramati-
cally increased sales of American products
made right here in America. It reduces the
incentive to move to Mexico to sell in the
Mexican market. And remember, the tariffs
that we put on their products are already low.

So we have to face the choice of facts ver-
sus fear. When Americans have faced that
choice in the past, thev've always chosen hon-
esty and hope. Ultimately, this debate is a
test of not only our purpose in the world but
our own confidence in ourselves. I know the
last several years have been tough on hard-
working middle class Americans. I ran for
President to change that, to give people
health care security and security in their edu-
cation and training and security as familv
members and workers. But I also promised
to challenge you to embrace the world ccon-
omy. because we can’t run awav from these
change. Will we hunker down and say. “My
goodness, we're going to be overcome by a
trade agreement with Mexico” a country
with an economy only 5 percent as big as
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ours, or are we going to reach out to the
rest of the world and sav we can compete
and win again?

My visit to Lexington, Kentucky, and my
tatk with those farmers on the phone vester-
day reminded me that Americans are hopeful
and hard working. When the moment of de-
cision comes, I believe ordinary working
Americans will agree with every tiving Presi-
dent. every living Secretary of State, every
living Secretary of the Treasury, every living
Nobel Prize-winning economist, and over 40
of the 50 Governors that NAFTA means ex-
panding markets. And we have to have ex-
panding markets. not shrinking horizons. Our
jobs and our children’s jobs depend on it.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office ut the White House.

Interview With Timothy Russert and
Tom Brokaw on “Meet the Press”

November 7, 1993

Mr. Russert. Welcome again to “Meet the
Press.” today a special edition live from the
White House. I'm with my colleague, Tom
Brokaw.

Mr. President. this is our 46th birthday.
You're 47. You strike me as the kind of guy
who maybe watched the first program from
your cradle. [Laughter]

The President. 1 wish I could. T didn't
have a television then. 1 was 1 when you
started. but 1 was 9. I think, when we got
our first television in 1956. So I couldn’t start,
but 1 did watch it often after that.

NAFTA

Mr. Russert. Well. it's great to have you
here. Let’s start—we’ll have to talk about it
today—let's start with NAFTA, the North
American Free Trade Agreement. Your clos-
est supporters say that if the vote were held
today. vou're still 30 votes short. True?

The President. 1 don't think we're quite
that short, but we're 30 votes short of having
explicit expressed commitments. I think we'll
make it, however.

Mr. Russert. \What role has Ross Perot
plaved in this debate?

The President. | think he's kept things
stirred up. That's what he likes to do. But
I think, frankly, the vociferous organized op-
position of most of the unions, telling these
Members in private they'll never give them
anv money again, they’ll get them opponents
in the primary. the real roughshod. muscle-
bound tactics, plus the fact that a lot of the
business supporters of NAFTA have not got-
ten their employees and rank-and-file people
to call and say thev're for it. In any issue
like this, the intensity is alwavs with people
who are against it. Those things are difficult.

But again 1 will say I have been quite
heartened by the responses of the last 10
days, more and more of these Members of
Congress. men and women who want to do
right by their country, don’t want to hurt the
United States, and understand that NAFTA
means more jobs, not just in Mexico but
throughout Latin America. a huge trading
bloc of people helping to tuke us to the 21st
century.

NAFTA Debate

Mr. Russert. Bob Dole mentioned last
night that vou were elevating Ross Perot. Are
you concerned that _\'ou'rc going to recrcate
a monster?

The President. No. Ross Perot has got
enough moneyv to elevate himself. He can
buy his way on national television and buy
his own exposure and have very little ac-
countability, except when he makes the mis-
take of coming on this program with vou.

Mr. Russert. Without his charts. [Laugh-
ter|

The President. Yes. The same mistake |
made todav. [Laughter] 1 think the Vice
President will do well. Ross Perot is the mas-
ter of the one-liner and-the emotional retort,
but I belicve that the Vice President has an
unusual command of the facts and a real
commitment, a profound commitment to this
issue. And the American people who watch
Larry King will see that it’s no accident that
all the Presidents, living Presidents, and all
the living Nobel Prize-winning economists
and 41 of the 50 Governors are for this. It's
good for the American economy.
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Mr. Russert. Are vou trving to dem-
onstrate to the nndecided Democratic Con-
gressmen, listen, this is a choice between
Clinton-Core and Perot?

The President. Absolutclv not. He is a
visible spokesperson for this. As I said to you,
at least for the undecided Democrats, our
big problem is the raw muscle, the sort of
naked pressure that the labor forces have put
on.

Mr. Russert. Are you afraid the Demo-
cratic Congressmen are in the pocket of
labor?

The President. No. I didn't say that. But
I said that a lot of them are saving, “Well,
I'm not hearing from these business people
who are for it; their emplovees are not telling
me theyre for it. And I'm hearing from all
these people cither pleading with me based
on friendship or threatening me based on
money and work in the campaign. And 1
don't hearit.”

So 1 think what we want to do and what
the Vice President’s trving to do here. and
this was his idea, is to let the American peo-
ple listen. Yes, Ross Perot is against it. Yes,
a nnmber of other people, Pat Buchanan and
others, are against it. But if all the Presidents
are for it, all the Secretaries of State, all the
Nobel  Prize-winning cconomists, who've
never agreed on anything the rest of their
lives probably. and virtually all of the Gov-
ernors are for it, it must be good for the
American economy.

Mr. Rusaert. We have, in fact, lost jobs
to Mexico. And their concern is we'll lose
more, and also the depressed wages. There's
a clause in the treaty which, with 6 months’
notice, any side can void it. Would vou say
to the American people that if the treaty
passes, you'll monitor it? And if, say, in 2
vears you are convinced there is a sucking
of jobs and a depression of wages, you would
move to abrogate the treaty?

The President. 1f 1 thought the treaty
were bad for the American economy, of
course, 1 would do that. But let me tell you,
there's another provision of the treaty that
we negotiated that 1 also want to emphasize
because it goes more to the heart of what
many Americans are worried about. It deals
with the so-called surge problem. That's a
term of art which in common language

means, well, what if this is a good deal for
America and a good deal for Mexico, but
some part of our economy, or theirs. to be
fair, has an overwhelmingly negative impact?
If something that nobody ever dreamed hap-
pened, there’s also a provision that allows us
to slow the agreement down as it applies to
that.

So there’s no question that we have the
protections we need. We can get out in 6
months if it's bad for us, and we can stop
anything horrible and unforeseen. This treaty
is going to make the problems with Mexico
of the last 15 vears better. It will raise labor
costs in Mexico: it will raise the environ-
mental investments in Mexico; it will reduce
the trade barriers to our selling products in
Mexico. It means more sales and more jobs.

And also keep in mind, Mexico is just 5
percent of the American economy. It will im-
prove our relationships with our biggest
neighbor and thereby help us to take this
kind of deal to the rest of Latin America so
that we can establish a 700-million-person
trading bloc. That's real jobs for America.

NAFTA and the APEC Meeting

Mr. Russert. The day after the vote No-
vember 17th, the next dav. on the 18th, you
leave for Seattle to meet with 14 other na-
tions, China, Japan. If you go there having
lost NAFTA, what does it do to your stand-
ing?

The President. Well, I'd say 1'd sure rath-
er not do it. Let me give vou the flip side.
If 1 go there and NAFTA passes in the
House, it will be a clear statement to Asia,
number one, that the United States is not
withdrawing from the world, that we are de-
termined to be the world’s leading economic
power by competing and winning, not from
running away. Number two, 1 will be able
to say what I have been saying to the Asians:
Asia is important to us, but we want free
trade, we want access to your markets.

They will see us developing the NAFTA
market, which is not just Mexico. it's Latin
America, Canada, the whole 9 vards. And
that will be enormous pressure on them to
conclude these world trade agreements,
these GATT talks by the end of the year.
It will also help us with Europe to do that.
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So 1 can't tell vou how important I think
it will be. If we go out there without this
agreement, they may say, “Well. President
Clinton wants to have an open door to Asia,
but is he really going to be a tough competi-
tor? They ran away from Latin America, their
best friends and best consumers. And can he
deliver? Will the Congress run away from
him even if he tries to expand trade?” My
ability to get done what is plainly in the eco-
nomic interest of this country will be weak-
ened.

Now, that's very important, because almost
all these people who are against NAFTA are
still for the GATT talks. for the big treaty
on world trade. They all know it will create
hundreds of thousands of manufacturing jobs
for America. They should consider how much
harder it’s going to be to get GATT if the
House votes NAFTA down and how much
easier it will be to get GATT if the House
adopts NAFTA.

Health Care Reform

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, let's talk
about health care. There's been a lot of con-
fusion about the numbers coming out of the
White House. Mrs. Clinton went to the Hill
and said that if the Clinton plan passes, costs
will go up for about 35 percent to 37 percent
of those now covered. Then Donna Shalala,
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
said 40 percent. Last week, Leon Panetta
said 30 percent. Even your strongest advo-
cates, like Jay Rockefeller, were holding their
heads. in effect, in anguish. Another Demo-
crat said, “We've got to prove that Democrats
can count.” Hasn't vour credibility been hurt
on the whole cost issue?

The President. Maybe. but what I would
like to emphasize is we're the only people
who have a plan. It's very easy for everybody
else to sit up in the peanut gallery. This is
a very complex thing. And keep in mind.
you're talking about small amounts of money,
is this person going to pay $6 more a month
or $60 less a month, trving to calculate how
it would go if this plan would be passed just
as it is.

Now. let me say what was wrong with the
early figures, where they said 40 percent of
the people with insurance would pay more.
Here’s what was wrong with them, why they

were too high. Of the people who have insur-
ance todav, we now think that 70 percent
will pay the same or less for the same or
better benefits. Why did they say 60 before?
Because they neglected to calculate this: A
lot of people who have insurance don't really
have it. That is, they have $5.000 deductibles.
so they're paving every vear. They just mav
not be paying it in their insurance premium.
So they went back and calculated based on
what we now know about how much out-of-
pocket people pay. You have $2,500. $3.000,
$5.000 deductible. That is something they
neglected to think about.

So now who will pay more under this, who
has insurance already? People who have es-
sentially catastrophic policies, that have very
limited benefits. and young, single workers
will pay more because if they pay more it
will enable us to have what's called commu-
nity rating, so that if a working family—mid-
dle-aged working family—with a sick child
can still get insurance at an affordable cost.
And all young workers who don't have insur-
ance will be brought into the insurance svs-
tem, and even they will get something for
it. That is, what they get for it is knowing
their insurance can ever be taken awav.
There will be a floor.

Finally, let me say this: If you look at the
experience of the last 12 years when health
costs really started to take off. and then vou
think abont what it will be like 5 years from
now, 100 percent of the American people will
pay more 5 years from now than the rate
of inflation if we don’t do something. In other
words, at least what we're trying to do will
lower the rate of increase for all the Amer-
ican people. So within 5 years everybody will
be better off, I believe.

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, no one dis-
agrees with the idea that you have engaged
the country in a debate about health care
which is long overdue- But the fact is that
you want to add 37 million people to the in-
surance pool. There are new technologies
coming on board all the time that cost a lot
more money. You're willing to pick up the
early retirement benefits for corporations.
You've added mental health and free pre-
scriptions. It seems to a lot of folks that you
ought to be going slower and that vou ought
to accept kind of phased-in universal health
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care coverage in 3 years. Would that be ac-
ceptable to you?

The President. But the problem is—we
are phasing it in over 3 vears, through all
of '90. We're anticipating passing this pro-
gram in ‘94 and then letting people have "95,
'96. and "97. But let me emphasize, Tom, the
people who make that argument assume
something that we assume all the time in
America, that we just can’t do things that
other people can do. We tolerate conditions
in America that are intolerable in other coun-
tries.

Now, the condition we tolerate by not hav-
ing everybody insured is higher health care
costs. That is. youve got folks in medicine
in vour family, you know this. not insuring
evervbody raises health care costs becanse
all those people without insurance, if thev
need health care, will get it. Theyll get it
when it's too late, too expensive, and some-
one else will pay for it. And that rifles the
cost. So by accelerating the moment of uni-
versal coverage, vou not only do the morally
right thing by finally letting America join the
ranks of all these other advanced countries
in giving evervbody health security, vou im-
mediatelv begin to lower the rate at which
Costs increase.

So vou can argue about all these other
things. but it secms to me delaying the time
of universal coverage will aggravate the price
hattle. not make it better. We assume that
universal coverage will cost more when every
other country that has nniversal coverage is
paving much less than we are and having less
inflation.

Living Will

Mr. Brokauw. Would yvou sign a living will
publicly? About one-third of our health care
costs in America go to the last vear of life.
Mrs. Clinton has talked abont vou doing that.
Are you prepared to do that?

The President. | certainlv would sign one.
I don’t know if T would do it in public, but
I'd be glad to tell you what's init. 1 don't
know, I've never thought about a public dem-
onstration of a pri\';lte‘u('t like that. But we've
given a lot of thonght to it because of the
experience 1 had with my stepfather when
he died. when Hillan's dad died earlier this
vear. I think fumilies should think about Tiv-
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ing wills and should have them. It's not some-
thing that Government should impose on
them. But we do have a lot of extra costs
that most people believe are unnecessary in
the system, and that's one way to weed some
of them out.

Health Care Reform

Mr. Brokaw. And ultimately, are we going
to have to come to health rationing in Amer-
ica, especially those heroic procedures that
are long on odds and very expensive, take
that money and spend it on prenntul care and
other procedures that might extend life at
the beginning. not at the end?

The President. Well, let me say before
we make that decision, we should acknowl-
edge two tllings. One is, we're rationing
health care right now. There's a huge ration-
ing going on now. It's just a roll of the dice
whether you have it or not and what vou get.

What we do know is that if our plan passes
and we put more emphasis on primary and
preventive health care and primary physi-
cians getting out there and taking care of
people and stopping bad things from happen-
ing, we'll have less need for those extreme
procedures.

I do not believe we want Anerica to pull
back from the technological advances that we
all treasure. I do not believe we want to tell
people thev can't have procedures that have
a realistic chance of saving their lives or re-
turning, them to normal. So I suspect thevll
always be willing to pay a little more than
any other countrv in the world to do that.
But if we do more on the primary side, well
be better off.

Mr. Russert. Mr. President, vouTe still
confident we'll get a health care bill by next
year?

The President. Oh, 1 think we will, abso-
lutely.

Mr. Russert. \We have to take a break.
We'll be back with more from President Bill
Clinton in the Oval Office. We'll talk a little
bit about foreign policy.

[Ar this point, the teletision stations took a
commercial break.)

North Korea

Mr. Russert. We're back live from the
Oval Office.

e
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Mr. President, a lot of growing concemn
about North Korea. a country that we fought
some 40 vears ago. Will you allow North
Korea to build a nuclear bomb?

The President. North Korea cannot be al-
lowed to develop a nuclear bomb. We have
to be very firm about it. This is a difficult
moment in our relationship with them and,
I think. a difficult moment for them. They're
one of the most, perhaps the most isolated
country in the world, with enormous eco-
nomic problems. trying to decide what direc-
tion to take now, sometimes seeming to reach
out to South Korea, sometimes seeming to
draw back.

I spend a lot of time on this issue. It's a
very, very major issue. We have got to stop
the proliferation of nuclear weapons, and
particularly North Korca needs to stay in the
control regime. They don't need to withdraw.
Now, there is a lot of disagreement about
what we should do now. I just want to assure
vou and the American people that we are
doing eventhing we possibly can to make the
best decisions. to be firm in this. We are con-
sulting with our allies in South Korea and
Japan. They are most immediatelv affected
by what we do and how we do it. And we
have worked with the Chinese who, despite
our other differences, have helped us to try
to work through this.

Mr. Russert. Would one of the options
be a preemptive strike, the way the Israelis
took out the Iraqi nuclear reactor?

The President. I don't think I should dis-
cuss any specific options today. All T can tell
vou is that I tried to issue the sternest, clear-
est possible statement about this when I was
in Korea. Nothing has changed since then.
I think vou asked me a question about it one
time also, Tom. This is a very grave issue
for the United States.

Mr. Russert. There are 800,000 North
Korean troops amassed on the South Korean
border. If the North Koreans invaded South
Korea, would that, in effect, be an attack on
the United States?

The President. Absolutely. We have our
soldiers there. They know that. We still have
people stationed near the Bridge of No Re-
turn. I was up there on the bridge; [ was
in those bunkers with our young Americans.
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They know that anv attack on South Korea
is an attack on the United States.

Russia

Mr. Brokaw. President Yeltsin of Russia
has said over the weekend that he wants to
now delay the Presidential election until
1996. That is a full term for him, but he had
said publicly that he would do it in the spring
of next vear. You had endorsed that. Now
for him to pull back from that public commit-
ment to elections next spring, is that a mis-
take on his part?

The President. 1 have not spoken with
him directly, because I didn’t—late vesterday
evening I was made aware of s comments,
so I'm not sure exactly what he said and ex-
actly what he meant. His comments are sub-
ject to more than one interpretation. 1 do
think the following things. 1 tEink he had al-
wavs assimed he would run for reelection,
and his comments seem to indicate that he
may not want to do that and he may want
to simply finish his term. As long as he is
promoting democracy, as long as he is pro-
moting human rights, as long as he is promot-
ing reform, [ think the United States should
support him. He has been brave and consist-
ent. [ think on this issue, we'll have to see
how it plays out. I'm sure after the elections
of the Parlizment in December, they will
have something to sav about it.

One of the things that Boris Yeltsin has
really understood is that it's not good if he’s
the onlv source of legitimate democratic
power in Russia. And he is now. He's been
elected twice by the Russian people in the
last couple of years. After December, we’ll
have another major plaver, sort of like the
President and the Congress here. And as we
know, there will be a different source of le-
gitimate democratic power, and we'll see how
it works out.

China .

Mr. Brokatc. Let me ask yvou about China.
You said during the course of the campaign
that President Bush coddles China despite
a continuing crackdown on democratic re-
formers, the brutal subjugation of Tibet, the
irresponsible exportation of military and nu-
clear technology. Your administration now is
demonstrably warming up toward China.
Have conditions changed there?
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The President. \Well first of all, let’s talk
about what weve done. The Chinese have
complained because they think we've been
so much firmer and colder. We imposed
sanctions because of weapons technology
transfers that the Chinese engaged in that
we opposed. So we have taken steps there
that were not taken previously.

But we also have had a consistent eco-
nomic relationship with them. The United
States this vear will purchase 38 percent of
China’s  exports—little-known fact. The
American people, not the American business
community that wants to invest there. Amer-
ican people luve been very good to the Chi-
nese people in supporting their economic ad-
vances. We believe their movement toward
market reform and decentralization will pro-
mote more democracy in China and better
policies.

I want to engage President Jiang on that,
and 1 think we can do so. But we also have
to be very fin on these issues of prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction and
human rights. Buat I think we have to pursue
both courses at once. 1 don’t think vou can
isolate a country as big as China, as important
to the world's future as China, but neither
can vou simply turn away from things that
vou cannot abide. And that's what we've tried
to do. We've tried to strike the right balance.
and I think we have.

United Nations Peacekeeping Efforts

Mr. Brokaw. Even some of your partisans
on Capitol Hill helieve that you've not shown
a strong enough hand on foreign policy. After
vour experience in Somalia. will you be as
eager to get involved with the United Nations
in operations of that kind in the future?

The President. | think what we have to
do is to recognize that the United Nations
peacekeeping function is still very important
and sometimes works very, very well. What
thevive done in Cambodia. with our financial
support but with no Americans there. is truly
remarkable. Will it transform Cambodia?
Who knows? Mayvbe it will all go back to the
way it was, but at least the United Nations
has given Cambodia a chance. That is what
we are doing for Somalia. Will thev be able
to overconie their historic. deeply embedded
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clan warfare? I'm not sure. But at least we're
giving them a chance.

What's wrong with the United Nations
peacekeeping operations is that it's too much
of an ad hoc thing: Some work, some don't,
and a lot of the command and control oper-
ations, a lot of the training details. a lot of
the simple organizational things that are im-
portant have not been worked through. So
the United States favors a substantial restruc-
turing and upgrading of the pcucekeeping
operations in ways that would permit us to
participate in the future with a much higher
level of confidence.

Somalia

Mr. Russert. Let’s turn to Somalia, Mr.
President. The reports yesterday that the
United States troops will take again a very
visible role. What does that mean?

The President. Well, when | announced
that we would pursue the political objective
a few weeks=ago, 1 also said we would stay
there and complete our mission. Qur mission
there is to deliver the humanitarian supplies
and to kecp the lines of communications
open. We stood down from patrolling the
roads when the voluntary cease-fire was an-
nounced in Somalia. to try to let things calm
down and to try to get the political process
going. Now that there is a political process.
as always is the case. there’s also a lot of ma-
neuvering in a quasi-military sort of way. We
cannot allow that to undermine the humani-
tarian mission, and our people cannot be ex-
pected. our young soldiers there cannot be
expected to just sort of hunker down and stay
behind walls. It almost puts them at greater
risk. So we have to go out now and make
sure the ordinary conditions of the U.N.
peacekeeping mission are continued even in
Mogadishu. And that’s what we're doing.

Mr. Russert. The Secretary-General of
the U.N., Boutros Boutros-Ghali, said that
unless vou disarm the warlords and the clans
and put together and fashion a political set-
tlement before you leave, the mission will
have been a failure.

The President. | disagree with that. First
of all, that's the argument he made to the
Bush administration. President Bush's ad-
ministration simply refused to get involved
in disarmamient. Arguably. it would have
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been easier then, at the moment when we
came in, when everybody was starving and
we were at our moment Or "lﬂxil"l"n })Op”'
larity and leverage, but I'm not sure that de-
cision is wrong.

In the end, the international community
will have to broker political resolutions with-
in countries. But our ability to stop people
within national boundaries from killing cach
other is somewhat limited and will be for the
foreseeable future. I mean, they are going
to have to make up their mind. I think the
better course is to get these African nations,
to get Ethiopia, to get Eritrea. to get their
neighbors involved in trving to work out a
political solution.

Those people now remember what it was
like before we came there. We're going to
do everything we can in the next several
months to get this political solution going.
But for us to go in and disarm would run
the risk of our becoming, in effect. combat-
ants on one side or the other, particularly
if some said, ves, well disarmi. and others
said no.

Mr. Russert. In retrospect then, it was a
mistake for yvou to send the Rangers to trv
to capture Mr. Aideed?

The President. No, that was a different
issue. The mistake was—and 1 want to clarify
this, because I am proud of what those Rang-
ers did. The ones who gave their lives did
not die in vain. The ones who gave their lives
and were wounded in the last instance did
it because of the tradition of the Rangers of
never leaving anvbody behind. even somcone
who has been killed. And I feel terrible about
what happened.

But what they were doing is trying to en-
force the law. Their mission was to trv to
arrest people who were suspected of murder-
ing the Pakistani U.N. soldiers. The mistake
was not that they were trving to do that. The
mistake was that we were out doing that, and
while we were doing that the political dialog
shut down. so that the people that were asso-
ciated with Aideed thought we, the U.N., not
we, the U.S.. but we, the UN., were trving
to cut them out of Somalia’s future. And what
we had tried to do is to lower our profile
on the military police side so that the political
dialog can start again. Now that that’s going
on, we're going to do the U.N. mandate.
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Mr. Russert. And all troops will be ont
by Muarch 31st?

The President. Yes.

Mvr. Russert. Quickly on Haiti.

The President. 1{ 1 can go back to mv
statement. They'll be out by March 31st. ex-
cept for a couple of hundred support person-
nel who may be there to do just logistical
things that

Mpr. Russert. Which is what vou said be-
fore.

The President. That's right.

Haiti

Mr. Russert. Haiti. The militan leaders
have refused to meet. Your policy, the United
States policy is to reinstate Mr. Aristide. s
it now time to broaden the embargo from
just fuel to eventhing?

The President. \We have to strengthen the
embargo. There are two options. We can, in
cffect. have a total embargo and try to shut
the country down. That will be more painful
in the near term to the average Haitians who
are already suffering. We can also trv to do
something that will target those people that
are causing this problem, which is to get all
of the other nations in the world to side with
us in freezing the assets of the wealthy Hai-
tians who are plundering that country, keep-
ing democracy from taking root. and support-
ing the police chief and the militarv. 1 would
prefer to do that, but I'm not going to rule
out the other things. And we're following this
on a daily basis, spending a lot of time with
it.

Mr. Russert. So we could have a complete
embargo on all goods?

The President. That is an option, but I
also hope that the other wealthv nations of
the world that have assets deposited from
these Haitian interests who are keeping de-
mocracy from returning will join us in freez-
ing those assets. That would reallv help. That
would do more in less time to change the
political climate than anything.

Mr. Russert. President Bush invaded Pan-
ama to remove Noriega. Would you consider
invading Haiti to reinstate Aristide?

The President. 1 don't want to rule anv-
thing in or out. But let me just say that there’s
a difference here, though. He went to Pan-
arna not only to remove Noriega for the Pan-
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amanians but because Noriega, himsell, was
wanted for violating American law as a
drugrunner.

Prime Minister Malval and  President
Aristide have both not called for us to do
that. In fact, one of the problems we had
with the Governors Island Agreement is that
neither they nor the other side wanted the
United States or the U.N. there in a police
function. That is, those folks we were trying
to land there the other dav were supposed
to train the army to be the army corps of
engineers, to rebuild the country. Neither
side has wanted that and they had these bad
memories of invasion. Last time the Ameri-
cans went there in 1915, we staved nearly
20 vears. So they huve not asked for that.
But 1 don't think we should rule anything
inorount.

Mr. Russert. Your stated policy of the
United States is to reinstate Mr. Aristide. The
CIA has gone around this town saving that
Aristide is mentally unstable. Can vou as
Commander in Chief tolerate that insubor-
dination by the CIA?

The President. \Well, 1 think vou have to
ask vourself whether it's insubordination or
not. And let me tell vou what I mean by that.
The CIA is duty-bound to tell the Congress
what it knows. That's the law. Just like the
Joint Chiefs of Staff are duty-bound to go.
when asked. express their personal opinion
if they have an opinion different than the
President, even thongh they work for me.

In secret hearings the CIA told the Senate
what they told me before. which is that they
thought they had some evidence which ques-
tioned Mr. Aristide’s ability to be President
of Haiti. All I can tell vou is—and I'm glad
in a way that it came ont, since it had been
whispered around—that based on my per-
sonal experience, the Vice President’s re-
peated contacts with him, the willingness of
Aristide to work with our people. he has done
everything he said he would do. And more
importantly, he agreed to put in Mr. Malval,
who is a respected businessman, to give some
balance.

Aristide may not be like von and me: he's
had a very different hfe. But two-thirds of
the Haitians voted for him, and he has shown
a willingness to reach out and broaden his
base. So I just disagree with—and I also dis-
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agree that the old CIA reports are conclusive
in their evidence. But they had a legal re-
sponsibility to tell the Senate. If T had put
the thumb on thenw. you'd be asking me,
“Why are you gagging the CIA from giving
American intelligence to the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee?”

Mr. Russert. | might ask you that.

The President. You would.

Foreign Policy Team

Mr. Russert. Finally in this round, a lot
of calls or suggestions that Secretary of De-
fense Aspin, Secretary of State Christopher
resign. Are they secure in their positions?

The President. 1 don’t think that the
President should even discuss that sort of
thing. those personnel things. Let me say
this: I think they deserve credit for doing well
on many big things. This administration has
secured the interest of America in dealing
with Russia, in dealing with the Middle East,
in raising economic issues to a new high, in
conducting a thorough security bottoms-up
review of the Pentagon and our military op-
erations, and in many other areus.

We found three problems that we inher-
ited here, when we got in, that are very dif-
ficult problems. in Bosnia, Somalia, and
Haiti. And every day you can pick up the
newspaper and see opinions on both sides
about what we should do or a iyriad of sides.
We're doing the best we can on those. And
we're going to do it, and we're going to do
it with the teamm we've got, as Iong as we're
all working together. 1 think that they have
worked very hard, and I think that some of
the attacks on them have been quite unfair.

Mr. Russert. Mr. President, we have to
take a break. We'll be back with more from
the Oval Office and talk about crime and kids
in America.

[At this point, the television stations took a
commercial break.]

Mr. Russert. We're back on “Meet the
Press.” I'm with my colleague. Tom Brokaw,
talking to the President of the United States
in the Oval Office.

Decline of the American Family

Mr. President, in recent months on “Meet
the Press,” we've talked to Senator Pat Moy-
niban, Washington Post columnist William
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Raspberry. the Reverend Jesse Jackson about
the problem of kids and crime. And they are
in agreement that the breakup of the tradi-
tional family as we know it—two out of every
three black kids born this vear will be born
out of wedlock, two out of five white children
born out of wedlock—is the breakup of the
traditional family unit a national crisis?

The President. Absolutely. It is absolutely
A CTisIS.

Mr. Russert. And what can yon do about
it us President?

The President. I think that as President
I have to do two things. One is to speak about
it and to focus the attention of the Nation
on it. I went to the University of North Caro-
lina recently and spoke to the 200th anniver-
sary there of the university and gave a major
speech tnving to deal with the combined im-
pact of the breakdown of the family and the
rise in violence and the rise in drugs and the
lack of economic opportunity and

Mr. Russert. Is there a correlation be-
tween erime and drugs and breakdown of the
famih?

The President. Absolutclv. et e back
up and say I think America has two big chal-
lenges. One is to change in ways that will
permit us to go into the 21st century winning
as a country and as individuals. The second
is to provide security in the face of all these
changes so that people can have a coherent
life and that we can't do that with economic
stagnation or with social disintegration, and
we're fighting with hoth. T mean. today in
the Washington Post, there's a ston of four
people killed over the weekend, nine people
wounnded. A gny picks up a I-vear-old daugh-
ter—maybe his daughter—a 1-vear-old child,
drives away, and people drive after him,
shoot him in the head. and the bullet then
goes through the girl's body and blows her
shoe off. You know, 3 or 4 days ago. an 11-
year-old girl planning her own fhmeral, |
meun. these things are terrible.

Let me just say, I've called the Attornev
General last night: we talked for 30 minutes
abont this on the phone. We have got to use
this administration to awaken in all Ameri-
cans an understanding of this and to get ev-
envone to ask what their personal responsibil-
ity is to trv to help rebuild the family and
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the conditions of community. Then we have
to follow policies which will do that.

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, do vou think
that there has been enongh dialog within the
black community abont this whole issne, fam-
ilies wathout fathers? Jesse Jackson recently
has started a campaign on black-on-black vio-
lence. But there really—aniong the activists
in the black community, there hasnt been
much public dialog. Has that disappointed
vou?

The President. \Well. et me say this. |
think there should be more. And 1 think that
we should all be willing to face up to all the
reasons why this has occurred. The famons
African-American  sociologist—at least he's
famous in our circles—William Julins Wilson
at the University of Chicago wrote a little
hook a few years ago called “The Truly Dis-
advantaged.” It's only about 150 pages long.
but it graphically: shows vou what has hap-
pened to black families in the imer citics
and how the decline of the black family is
associated not simply with the rise of welfare
but with the evaporation of jobs for black
males in those areas.

So I think. first, we ought to pass our crime
bill here and put another 100,000 police on
the street and do it right in community polic-
ing. But we also have to get work back into
the lives of people. You know. vou can’t have
generation after generation not  knowing
work and expect there to be structure and
order in people’s lives. That's one of the
things that Colin Powell—retired as Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff—he talked
about mavbe he could be a role model for
people outside of the militany who have none
of the structure that's what makes the mili-
tary go in this country.

Mr. Brokawe. So much of this is driven
by drugs Your admninistration has kind of
taken drugs off the radar screen. Do vou
think vou're going to have to take a harder
line on drugs?

The President. \Vell, first of all, 1 don't
think that's a fair characterization. The ad-
ministration has had to subject the drug
budget to the same ruthless discipline that
nearly every other budget has been subject
to. So that while we have increased some
drug funding. like in the block grant pro-
gram. some of the rest of it has not been
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increased. \What I have tried to do is to get
people to see the drug problem, first of all,
in terins of stopping the major sources. and
then here at home, focusing on drugs in
terms of treatinent and education and inte-
grating it with our overall strategy on law en-
forcement and violence.

I think this country needs a community
strategy which deals with the crises of drugs,
violence, crime, the family, and work. And
we need to go not only nationally, but at the
grassroots level. And we need to understand
that there's some basic things we have to do.
If you want fannlies to stay together, you've
got to make it possible for F(\ople to be suc-
cessful workers and successtul parents.

If 1 could just briefly tell this one story:
A couple of Sundays ago, we had a familv
in here taking a tour. a man. a wife, three
danghters. One of these children was in a
wheelchair. She was in this Make-A-Wish
program, vou know. a sick child wants to go
see the President. | say hello. We have a pic-
ture. On the way out, the man sayvs. “"Mr.
President, just in case you think that one per-
son doesn’'t make a difference,” he said, “vou
signed the family leave bill. which gives me
the right to spend time with my sick child
and not lose my job. If vou hadn’t done that,
if Congress hadn’t passed it, 1 would have
had to choose between spending this pre-
cious time with my danghter, who's probably
not going to live. or keeping my job for my
other two daughters and my wife. And 1 don't
have to choose now. Don't ever think that
what you do doesn’'t make a difference.”

A few davs later that little girl died. But
that man knows that he was a good parent
and a good worker. That's just one example
of the kind of things we have to do that have
moral content even though they may be pub-
lic policies.

But no matter what we do, there has to
be a reawakening of responsibility in every
communityv. That goes back to vour other
question: Should the black community be de-
bating this? They should. Should the white
community be debating this? We should.

Racial Tension in Urban Areas

Mr. Brokaw. All of this, it seems to me,
is fueling greater racial tensions, especially
in the urban areas. Do vou think that the
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racial tension and the racial climate in urban
America now is better or worse than it was,
sav. 10 years ago?

The President. 1 think for middle class
people it's much better. I think the level of
comfort among people of different races is
much higher. I think the appreciation for di-
versity is greater. I think for people who are
outside the economic mainstream, it is much,
much worse.

My God. we've got kids planning their fu-
nerals. 1l-year-old kids. But the cryving
shame is, those people also want to be a part
of mainstream America. I mean, look at these
children. When they make these plans for
their funerals, are they out there breaking
the law? And one thing I'd like to say to the
rest of America is. you read these horrible
stories about how many people get killed on
the weekends—most of the people that lived
in all of those neighborhoods never break the
law, work for a living for modest wages, pay
their taxes, trying to do right by their kids.
I mean, this country is falling apart because
we have allowed a whole group of us to drift
away. It's not an under class anvmore, it's
an outer class.

Mr. Russert. Mr. President, can we talk
about this in direct terms without a cloud
of political correctness hovering over the
subject?

The President. I think we have to. I think
we've got to. I think Jesse Jackson, frankly,
has performed a good senvice by going out
and starting this debate again when the
American people are willing to listen. We've
got to be able to sit down and tell people
what we think. I think that the American peo-
ple are willing to put aside political correct-
ness. But if we want to say tough things about
the breakdown of the family and the respon-
sibility of people who live in these commu-
nities, we also have to say tough things to
the rest of America about how you can’t just
ignore these people until von have to read
about how they’re having children, children
having children, and nobody’s married and
they're having babies and these kids are
dying. You've got to have some structure in
these communities and some opportunity. If
you want to preach the American dream to
them, there’s got to be something there at
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the end of the road. So there’s something
for all of us to do here. :

Mr. Russert. Mr. President, we have to
take another break. We'll be back in just a
moment to talk about Bill Clinton’s first vear
in office. ’

[At this point, the television stations took a
commercial break )

The President’s Approval Rating

Mr. Russert. \WWe're back with the Presi-
dent of the United States in the Oval Office.

Mr. President, your poll numbers are low.
but the one that's miost striking to me is that
since vou've been President, the number of
people who think the country is on the wrong
track has doubled. What happened?

The President. Well. they may not know
what's going on. And 1 think we should all
ask ourselves what responsibility that has.
Let's look at the facts. Let’s just look at the
facts. Since I became President, we have low-
ered the deficit, lowered interest rates, kept
inflation down. This economy has produced
more private sector jobs in the first 9 months
than in the previous 4 years. Jobs are up and
investment is up. We have shown discipline
and direction in the budget. It was a remark-
able achievement. Not only that, in that
budget we did something that has not been
done for 20 years, we tried to reverse the
inequality of incomes. We asked the wealthy
to pay more, and we gave over 15 million
working families, comprising about 50 mil-
lion Americans. a tax cut because thev're
working hard and still hovering around ‘the
poverty line. Most Americans don't know
that.

Mr. Russert. So it’s just a communications
problem?

The President. Well, let me finish.
Mr. Russert. Please.

The President. In that program, one of
the things I promised the American people
to do to try to add more security to their
lives was to open the doors of college edu-
cation to everybodv. We reformed the col-
lege loan program; we lowered the interest
rates; we strung out the repayments. Most
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Americans don’t know that. We passed the
family leave law, which I just spoke about.
We have a major health care proposal on the
table. We have opened any number of eco-
nomic avenues of opportunity that everyone
agrees with. We've got $37 billion more in
high-tech equipment up for exports now. cre-
ated hundreds of thousands of jobs.

So the economic record of this administra-
tion in only 9 months is very good. The edu-
cational record of this administration is good.
What we're doing on health care is unprece-
dented in our lifetime. The foreign policy
record on the issues that really affect our na-
tional sccurity is good. ’

There are the problems that nobody’s fig-
ured out how to resolve; I concede that. |
do not know what the answer to this is. But
I know this: I believe that when historians
look at this first vear, they will be hard
pressed to find muny first vears of Presi-
dencies that equal ours. The Congressional
Quarterly said the other day that only Presi-
dent Eisenhower had had a higher ‘success
rate in Congress than I have. If vou go ont
and ask the average American, they think |
hardly ever get anything passed.

Mr. Russert. But the voters

The President. Now, that may be—that's
right, that may be mv fault, it mav be some-
body: else’s fault. But the reality is, the econ-
omy is going in the right direction, I'm keep-
ing the commitments of the campaign to em-
power people through education and through
health care initiatives and through all these
other things. Why don’t they know that? 1
don’t know. I gave a speech the other day
to 250 people from my home town, my home
State who were up here. and I just went
through these specific things. And they said.
“There must have been a conspiracy to keep
this a secret; we didn’t know any of this.”

Mr. Russert. But in six States since vou've
been President. Senate seats in Texas and
Georgia, Governorships in Virginia, New Jer-
sey, mayoralties in New York and Los Ange-
les have all gone Republican. There must be
some small message in there for vou.

The President. \Vell. 1 think the message
is people still want change. But you know,
you're from Buflalo. Don't you believe that
all politics is local? I was a Governor for 12
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vears. and I can honestly sav, with 150 Gov-
ernors | served with 1 pever heard one say.
not one. that he or she won or lost an election
because of the President.

Now, what are these things saving? They
sav people are still upset at crime, they're
upset at the lack of jobs. they're upsct when
thev're paving more taxes and think they're
not getting something else for it. But we are
addressing each of those things. Whether it's
in the economic program, the health care
program, the reinventing progrim, expand-
ing trade. we are addressing those things.

I think that what 1 line to do is to do
a better job of getting out there and getting
the record there. But what happens here is
every day is just a new battle. T don't know
anvbody who's ont there who believes that
all these elections are any more than a ref-
erendum on what people want for their may-
ors and their Governors.

Media Coverage

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, Jimmy
Carter used to complain that the White
House press was here simply to play
“gotcha.” Are you saving. in effect, that the
press coverage has failed vou and failed the
countny?

The President. No. Well, I think it mav
have failed the country some. but 1 don’t take
it personally, and I don’t think it’s a “gotcha”
thing. I think, in a wav it mav be my fault.
I go from one thing to another, so we have
one moment on national service, for exam-
ple—a signature idea of my campaign, some-
thing we know the American people care
about—and it happens, but it happens in the
middle of all these other things so nobody
knows it happened. 1 think that's the big
problem.

Myr. Brokaw. Let me ask vou about 1996.
You had a meeting in the White House the
other day with Colin Powell; he endorsed
NAFTA. Do vou think Colin Powell is a
Democrat or a Republican? And do you think
he’ll run for office in '96°

The President. You'll have to ask him
that. I don't think I should speak for him.

Mr. Brokaw. Well, what's vour instinct?
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The President. 1 don't have an instinct.
Let me just sav this: What I have determined
to do is to get up every day and do what
I think is right and try to move this country
forward and keep the commitments 1 made
to the American people and follow it through
with real conviction and just let everything
else happen. 1 cant control a lot of the
events. But I do think it is astonishing to me,
and 1 take this on myself mavbe more than
vou, but that—is to go back to Al Gore’s line
in the campaign, “What should be up is up;
what should be down is down.” We're mov-
ing in the right direction. and people shonld
know that. And if they don't. then I have
to examine why they don’'t. But perhaps vou
do, too.

Mr. Russert. Mr. President, we have to
take a break. We'll be right back after this
break.

[At this point. the telecision stations took a
commercial break.)

Mr. Russert. We're back with the Presi-
dent. Tom Brokaw, vou have a question.

The President’s Health

Mr. Brokaw. Even in the Oval Office, vou
can hear the local protest ontside about fire-
fighters or something in Washington, DC.
You know that it is like living in a fishbowl
here. Comedians have had a lot of fun with
the fact that you run every dav. but vou don't
seem to lose any weight. In fact, what can
vou tell us about your personal health? Have
vou lost weight?

The President. A little bit.

Mr. Brokarw. And have you changed vour
eating habits?

The President. Yes, quite a bit since I've
been here. I have lost weight. I gained a lot
of weight in the campaign. I'm now almost
back to where I was 2 vears ago. I've lost
weight, and lost, I don’t know, 2 or 3 inches
off my waist. But I run 6 days a week. and
I just try to—it’s like everything else, I think
you just have to get up, sort of show up every
day, and try to make a little progress. I think
that's what you do in life.
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The Presidency

Mr. Russert. Mr. President. a friend of
vours told me that you jokingly sometimes
refer to life in the White House as “the
crown jewel of the Federal penitentiary sys-
tens.

The President. That's right.
Mr. Russert. How confining has it been?

The President. Well, it's pretty confining.
I always say I don’t know whether it's the
finest public housing in America or the
crown jewel of the prison svstem. 1t's a very
isolating life. And one of the things that frns-
trates me is that I get more easily out of
touch and maybe even out of harmony with

“the American people—that's the question

you asked me carlier. T also know that every
little word I say can be sort of twisted, vou
know. And again, I don’t fault anvbody. but
I just have to be careful.

Mr. Russert. We have just a few seconds.

The President. Did vou sce what Gergen
just did? He brought in this thing saying that
the headline is now that Clinton accused
labor of roughshod tactics. 1 mean. those
guys are my friends. I just don’t agree with
them on NAFTA. We're going to all work
together

Mr. Russert. \We have just a few seconds.
Is there one thing that. a vear ago, vou were
absolutely certain of that vou're not quite
sure about now?

The President. Yes. | was absolutelv cer-
tain a year ago that [ could pursue this ag-
gressive agenda of change and that every step
along the way I'd be able to tell the American
people what I was doing and convince them
that we're going right. We are pursuing it,
we're making in a wav a little more progress
than I thought we would, but there’s a big
gap between what we've done and what I've
been able to tell the people about. I've got
to do a better job.

Mr. Russert. Thank vou for letting us join
you in the Oval Office today. I take it this

is the room you'll invite the Buffalo Bills after
they win the Super Bowl?

The President. That's right. The Buffalo
Bills will be here if they win the Super Bowl
this vear.

Mr. Russert. Mr. President, thank vou
very much.

Mr. Brokatw. You'll be in office a long
time if that's the case. [Laughter])

NoTE: The interview began at 9 a.m. in the Oval
Office: at the White House.

Executive Order 12879—Order of
Succession of Officers To Act as
Secretary of the Navy

November 8, 1993

By the authority vested in e as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including section 3347
of title 5, United States Code. it is hereby
ordered as [ollows:

Section 1. Succession to the Authority of
the Secretary of the Navy. (a) In the event
of the death, permanent disability, or res-
ignation of the Secretary of the Nawv, the
incumbents holding the positions designated
below. in the order indicated, shall act for
and exercise the powers of the Secretary of
the Navy:

(1) The Under Secretary of the Navy.

(2) The Assistant Secretaries and General
Counsel of the Navy, in the order fixed by
their length of senices as permanent ap-
pointees in such positions.

(3) The Chief of Naval Operations.

(4) The Commandant of the Marine
Corps.

(b) In the event of the temporary absence
or temporary disability of the Secretan of
the Navy, the incumbenits holding the De-
partment of the Navy positions designated
in paragraph (a) of this section, in the order
indicated, shall act for and exercise the pow-
ers of the Secretary of the Navy.

(1) In these instances, the designation of
an Acting Secretary of the Navy applies only
for the duration of the Secretary's absence
or disability. and does not affect the anthority
of the Secretary to resume the powers of his
office upon his return.
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,
leaders of thp National Assembly, members of all political

parties here present joined together in our common devotion to
democracy .

[t is a great honor for me to be here today with my
wife, with the United States Secretary of State, the Secretary of
Defense, with other military and political leaders from our
government in this great hall of democracy.

I first visited your beautiful capital city five
years ago. Since then, Korea’s energy and culture have shown
themselves in many new ways. Your bustling capital has continued
to grow. Your economy has continued to expand. Your nation
hosted the Olympics and has taken its place as a full member of
the United Nations. You have established new ties to Russia and
to China. But no achievement is more important than the
consolidation of your democracy with the election of a bold
democrat, President Kim Young-Sam.

Geography has placed our two nations far apart, but
history has drawn us close together. Ours is a friendship formed
in blood as our troops fought shoulder to shoulder in defense of
freedom. Then as Korea’s economy became the miracle on the Han,
we built an economic partnership that today exceeds $30 billion
in fairly well-balanced trade. Today, Korea’s democratic

progress adds yet another bond of shared values between our two
peoples.

When President Truman sent American troops to
Korea’s defense 43 years ago, he said he aimed to prove that, and
I quote: "Free men under God can build a community of neighbors
working together for the good of all."” Our efforts together
since then have benefited all our peoples -- not only the people
of our own countries, but in the Asian Pacific region all who
seek to live in peace and freedom.

Our relationship has made this region more secure,
more prosperous, and more free. Now with the Cold War over and
profound changes sweeping throughout your country, this whole
populous region, and indeed throughout the world, we must create

a new vision of how we, as a community of neighbors, can live in
peace.

I believe the time had come to create a New Pacific
Community built on shared strength, shared prosperity, and a
shared commitment to democratic values. (Applause.)

Today I want to discuss the fundamentals of security
for that New Pacific Community and the role the United States
intends to play. I had the opportunity just a few days ago at
the G-7 summit in Tokyo to travel to Waseda University to talk
about the economic aspects of that new partnership. And I think
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clearly all the economic reforms that we can make will benefit a
great market system like Korea.

But we must aiways remember that security comes
first. Abové4 all, the United States intends to remain actively
engaged in t?is region. America is, after all, a Pacific nation.
We have many'peoples from all over Asia now making their home in
America, including more than 1 million Koreans. We have fought

three wars here in this century. We must not squander that
investment.

The best way for us to deter regional aggression,
perpetuate the region’s robust economic growth, and secure our
own maritime and other interests is to be an active presence. We
must and we will continue to lead.

To some in America there is a fear that America’s
global leader3hip is an outdated luxury we can no longer afford.
Well, they areé wrong. In truth, our global leadership has never
been a more indispensable or a more worthwhile investment for us.
So long as we| remain bordered by oceans and powered by trade; so
long as our fllag is a symbol of democracy and hope to a fractious
world, the imperative of America’s leadership will remain.

I believe there are four priorities for the security
of our New Pacific Community. First, a continued American
military commitment to th*es region. Second, stronger efforts to
combat the proliferation ot weapons of mass destruction. Third,
new regional dialogues on the full range of our common security
challenges. And, last, support for democracy and more open
societies throughout this region. (Applause.)

The bedrock of America’s security role in the Asian
Pacific must be a continued military presence. In a period of
change, we need to preserve what has been reliable. Today we,
therefore, affirm our five bilateral security agreements with

Korea, with Japan, with Australia, with the Philippines and with
Thailand.

Those agreements work because they serve the
interests of each of the states. They enable the U.S. Armed
Forces to maintain a substantial forward presence. At the same
time they have enabled Asia to focus less energy on an arms race
and more energy on the peaceful race toward economic development
and opportunity for the peoples of this region.

The contribution Japan and Korea make to defray the
cost of stationing our forces underscores the importance of that
presence to both of those countries. There is no better example
of that commitment than our alliance with your nation. As the
Cold War recedes into histecry, a divided Korea remains one of its
most bitter legacies. Our nation has always joined yours in

believing that one day Korea’s artificial division will end.
(Applause.)

We support Korea’s peaceful unification on terms
acceptable to the Korean people. And when the reunification

comes, we will stand beside you in making the transition on the
terms that you have outlined.

But that day has not yet arrived. The Demilitarized
Zone still traces a stark line between safety and danger. North
Korea’s million men in arms, most stationed within 30 miles of
the DMZ, continue to pose a threat. 1Its troubling nuclear
program raises questions about its intentions. 1Its internal
repression and irresponsible weapons sales show North Korea is

not yet willing to be a responsible member of the community of
Nations.

So let me say clearly, our commitment to Korea’s
security remains undiminished. The Korean peninsula remains a
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vital American interest. Our troops will stay here as long as
the Korean people want and need us here. (Applause.)

We lost tens of thousands of America’s best in
Korea’s moun®ains and mud and sky. But Korea lost millions.
That sacrifide affirmed some old truths: vulnerability invites

aggression. ‘Peace depends upon deterrence. We cannot forget
those lessons again.

and so it is throughout the region. Our commitment
to an active military presence remains. Our mutual agreement
with the Philippines to close our bases there should not be cause
for Asian alarm. The lary.r picture tells a different story. We
have obtained increased access for our forces throughout
Southeast Asia to facilitate our presence, and if necessary, to
project our forces beyond the region.

and are modernizing Korean and American forces on the
peninsula. have deployed to Japan the Belleau Wood amphibious
group and the}U.S.S. Independence battle group, the largest and
most modern ih the world. These are not signs of disengagement.
These are sighs that America intends to stay.

ere in Korea we have frozen American troop
withdrawals

he second security priority for our New Pacific
Community is to combat the spread of weapons of mass destruction
and their means of delivery. We cannot let the expanding threat
of these deadly weapons replace the Cold War nightmare of nuclear
annihilation. And today, that possibility is too real.

North Korea appears committed to indiscriminate
sales of the SCUD missiles that were such a source of terror and
destruction in the Persian Gulf. Now it is developing, testing
and looking to export a more powerful missile with a range of 600

miles or more -- enough for North Korea to threaten Osaka, or for
Iran to threaten Tel Aviv

We have serious concerns as well about China’s
compliance with international standards against missile
proliferation. And since both you and we are attempting to
engage China in a more extensive trade relationship, I hope

together we can have a positive influence against that
development.

The Pacific nations simply must develop new ways to
combat the spread of biological, chemical, and missile
technologies. And in the coming weeks, the U.S. will propose new
efforts aimed at that goal. But no specter hangs over this
peninsula or this region more darkly than the danger of nuclear
proliferation. Nearly 160 nations have now joined to resist that
threat through the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty -- the most
universally supported treaty in all history.

Now, for the first time since that treaty was opened
for signatures, one of its members has threatened to withdraw.
Our goals remain firm. We seek a nonnuclear Korean peninsula and
robust global rules against proliferation. That is why we urge
North Korea to reaffirm its commitment to the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, to fulfill its full scope safequards obligations to the
International Atomic Enerc— Agency, including IAEA inspections of
undeclared nuclear sites, and to implement bilateral inspections
under the South-North Nuclear Accord. (Applause.)

Our goal is not endless discussions, but certifiable
compliance. North Korea must understand our intentions. We are
seeking to prevent aggression, not to initiate it. And so long
as North Korea abides by the U.N. charter and international

nonproliferation commitments, it has nothing to fear from
America.

The U.S. has worked to bring North Korea back within
the fold of nuclear responsibility. But your nation, too, has a
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critical role to play. The future of this peninsula is for you
and North Korea to shape. The South-North Nuclear Accord you
negotiated goes even further than existing international accords.
It not only banishes nuclear weapons from the peninsula, it also
bans the proguction of nuclear materials that could be used to
make those wgapons. We urge full implementation of this path-

breaking accérd which can serve as a model for other regions of
nuclear tension.

Even as we address immediate concerns such as
proliferation, we must also have a vision of how we will meet the
broader challenges of this era. That is what I sought to create
during the recently concluded G-7 talks, for example, by
proposing new ways to focus on new problems, such as the slow
pace of job creation in the G-7 countries. And it is why I have

proposed a NATO summit so that we can adapt that institution to
new times and new challenges.

j}n both Asia and Europe the dominant unitary threat
of Soviet aggression has disappeared. In both regions, the end
of the Cold r has allowed a host of problems to emerge or to
reappear, such as ancient ethnic rivalries, regional tensions,

flows of refugees and the trafficking of deadly weapons and
dangerous drugs.

i

In Europe these changes require us to adapt an
existing security institution -- NATO. In the Pacific no such
institution exists. Moreover, since the Asian Pacific faces no
unitary threat, there is no need for us to create one single
alliance. The challenge for the Asian Pacific in this decade,
instead, is to develop multiple new arrangements to meet multiple
threats and opportunities These arrangements can function like
overlapping plates of armor, individually providing protection

and together covering the full body of our common security
concerns.

Some new arrangements may involve groups of nations
confronting immediate problems. This is the model we pursued to
address North Korea’s nuclear program. Our two nations worked
not only with each other but also with Japan and with others who
could bring their influence to bear.

Other arrangements may involve peacekeeping, such as
the massive and promising U.N. effort to support reconciliation
in Cambodia. Still others may pursue confidence-building
measures to head off regional or subregional disputes.

We also need new regional security dialogques. This
month’s ASEAN post-ministerial conference in Singapore, which the
United States will attend, offers an immediate opportunity to
further such a dialogue. Korea can play a vital role in the
region’s new arrangements, for it stands at the center of
northeast Asia, within two hours by air from Singapore, Tokyo,
Beijing and Vladivostok.

The many ecol..ic discussions within the region also
can play a role. By lowering barriers to trade and investment,
we can generate jobs, ease regional tensions and, thus, enhance
regional security. That is why I welcome the new Dialogue for
Economic Cooperation our two nations are launching on this visit.
And that is why I announced in Japan that I would like to host an
informal economic conference among APEC’s leaders following the
ministerial meeting in Seattle, Washington, this fall.

The goal of all these efforts is to integrate, not
isolate, the region’s powers. China is a key example. We
believe China cannot be a full partner in the world community
until it respects human rights and international agreements on
trade and weapon sales. But we also are prepared to involve
China in building this region’s new security and economic

architectures. We need an involved and engaged China, not an
isolated China.
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Some in the U.S. have been reluctant to enter into
regional security dialogues in Asia. They fear it would seem a
pretext for American withdrawal from the area. But I see this as

a way to supplement our alliances and forward military presence,
not to suppl%nt them.

These dialogues can ensure that the end of the Cold
War does not provide an opening for regional rivalries, chaos and
arms races. They can build a foundation for our shared security
well into the 21st century.

Ultimately, the guarantee of our security must rest
in the character and the intentions of the region’s nations
themselves. That is why our final security priority must be to
support the spread of democracy throughout the Asian Pacific.
Democracies not only are ..re likely to meet the needs and
respect the rjghts of their people, they also make better
neighbors. ey do not wage war on each other, practice
terrorism, generate refugees or traffic in drugs and outlaw
weapons. Thely make more reliable partners in trade and in the
kind of dialogues we announced today.

oday, some argue democracy and human rights are
somehow unsuited to parts of Asia, or that they mask some

cultural impetrialism on the part of the West. My ear is drawn
instead to more compelling voices -- to Chai Ling who proclaimed
democracy’s spirit at Tiananmen Square; to Aung San Suukyi whose
eloquent opposition to repression in Burma has stirred the entire
world; to Boris Yeltsin who is leading Russia toward becoming a
great democratic power on the Pacific; and to your own President
Kim and others in this multi-party assembly who have helped
democracy flower here in the Land of the Morning Calm.

You are truly an example to people all over the
Asian Pacific region because you have had the courage to confront
the issues of political reform and economic reform; to ask the
hard questions of yourselves; to have the public debates
necessary when people honestly seek to improve and open their
society and move forward. And I salute you on behalf of freedom-
loving people everywhere 1n the world. (Applause.)

To be sure, every nation must retain its own
culture, and we will all struggle about what it means to define
that. But Korea proves that democracy and human rights are not
western imports. They flow from the internal spirit of human
beings because they reflect universal aspirations.

Now we must respond to those aspirations throughout
this region. We must support the nongovernmental organizations
that seek to strengthen Asia’s building blocks of civic society,
such as open elections, trade unions, and a free press. And we
must deploy accurate news and information against Asia’s closed
societies. I have proposed creating an Asian democracy radio for

this purpose, and I look forward to its establishment in the near
future.

Two hundred seventeen years ago, America’s founders
declared the rights of self-government to be God-given, and
therefore inalienable. Today, here on Asian soil, let us
together reaffirm that declaration -- not only as an article of

faith, but as a sturdy building block in our region’s shared
security.

This, then, is our nation’s vision for security in
the new Pacific community: a continued United States military
presence, new efforts to combat proliferation, new regional
security dialogues, and vigorous support for democracies and
democratic movements. These elements of security can help create
a Pacific region where economic competition is vigorous, but
peaceful; where diverse nations work as partners to improve their
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shared security; where democracy, as well as balanced military
strength, takes its place as a quardian of our security.

We will not realize every aspect of that vision
overnight, n?r will the new Pacific community come to pass

without greatl effort. But neither of our nations is a stranger
to hard worky

I think, in particular, of the image of your great
long-distance runner, Hwang Yung Cho, who endured that final
steep hill in Barcelona to capture the gold in the marathon in
the 1992 Olympics. His energy and perseverance captured the
spirit of the Korean peop.. who have not only endured, but
prospered through a long, hard, and challenging history. We
respect that spirit. We honor your values. We have stood
shoulder to shoulder with you in days past, and so it shall be in
the days ahead. The struggle for freedom and democracy and

opportunity ig, indeed, a marathon. Let us run the race
together. 7

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

END 5:56 P.M. (L)




p—

JOINT STATEMENT
OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA
AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

New York, June 11, 1993

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the United States
of America held government-level talks in New York from the 2nd
through the 11th of June, 1993. Present at the talks were the
delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea headed by
First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Kang Sok Ju and the
delegation of the United States of America led by Assistant
Secretary of State Robert L. Gallucci, both representing their
respective Governments. At the talks, both sides he®® discussed
policy matters with a view to a fundamental solution of the
nuclear issue on the Korean Peninsula. Both sides expressed
support for the North-South Joint Declaration on the
Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula in the interest of
nuclear non-proliferation goals.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the United States
have agreed to principles of:

-- assurances against the threat and use of force, including
nuclear weapons;

-- peace and security in a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula,
including impartial application of fullscope safeguards, mutual
respect for each other’s sovereignty, and non-interference in
each other’s internal affairs; and

-- support for the peaceful reunification of Korea.

In this context, the two Governments have agreed to continue
dialogue on an equal and unprejudiced basis. In this respect,
the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has
decided unilaterally to suspend as long as it considers necessary
the effectuation of its withdrawal from the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
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SUBJECT: Deputies Committee Meeting on North Korea
April 7, 1993

Attached at Tab I is a proposed meeting notice for a Depu
Committee meeting on the North Korean problem. An agenda
Tab A of the proposed announcement.

The State Department will circulate separately a discussion paper
containing a propog@d gameplan.
Concurrences by: andra Kristoff

RECOMMENDATION

That you authorize Will Itoh to forward the announcement to his
counterparts.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to Counterparts
Tab A Agenda
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White House Guidelines,
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JOINT STATEMENT
OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA
AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

New York, June 10, 1993

The Damocratic Paople’s Republic of Rorsa and the United States
of America held government-leval talks in New York from the 2nd
through the 10th of June, 1993, Present at the talks were the
delegation of the Democratic Paople’s Republic of Korea headed by
First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Kang Sock Ju and the
delegation of the United States of Amarica led by Assistant
Secretary of State Robert L. Gallucoi, both rapresenting their
respective Governments., At the talks, both sides have discussed
policy matters with a view to a fundamental solution of the
nuclear issue on the Korean Peninsula. Both sides expreassed
support for the North-South Denuclearization Declaration and
adherence to the international nuclear non-proliferation regime.

The Democratic People’s Rapublic of Korea (DPRK) and the United
States have agreed to continue discussion of principles on:

== peaaca and security in a nuclear-free Xorean Peninsula,
including acceptance of fullscope safeguards and non-interference
in each other’s internal affairs,

== wsupport for peaceful reunification of Korea, and |

-= assurances against the threat and use of forcef’ nw:-uﬁ-,

In this context, the two Govarnments have agreed to continue
dialogue [4nd-negotiations on an equal and unprejudiced basis. In
this respect, the Government of the Damocratic People’s Republic
of Korea has decided to unilaterally suspend as long as it
considers necessary the effectuation of its withdrawal from the
Treaty on the Non=-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and thus
remain subject to international safaguards.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D C. 20506

April 7, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH: DANIEL‘EékEMAN/KENT ﬁégLé\//

FROM: STEVEN AOKIE@;’

SUBJECT: Summary of Conclusions for DC Meeting on the North

Korean Nuclear Situation

Attached for your review are a draft Summary of Conclusions from
the Deputies Meeting held on April 7, 1993 and a proposed tasker
to implement the decisions taken at that meeting.

Concurrence by: Sandrégﬁvggtoff
RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the Summary of Conclusions from the Deputies
Meeting at Tab I.

Approve Q Disapprove

That you authorize Will Itoh to sign the memorandum to his
counterparts at Tab II.

Approve Disapprove
Attachment
Tab I Summary of Conclusions
Tab II Memorandum from Itoh to Counterparts
DECLASSIFIED E.O. 13526
White House Guidelines,
September 11, 2006
ML_Qgr___NMMJmmOerqté
2004~ 052~ F
STCREP-

Declassify on: OADR
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON OO 20506

- April 26, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE .

/
THROUGH: DANIE3§;ONEMAN/KENQ<WIEDEMANN
FROM: STEVEN AOKFSPT

SUBJECT: Summary of Conclusions for the Principals’ Meeting
on North Korea

Attached for your approval is a draft Summary of Conclusions from
the April 24 Principals’ Meeting on North Korea.

Concurrences by: Sandra Kristoff

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the Summary of Conclusions from the Principals’
Meeting at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Summary of Conclusions

DEC!.ASSIFIED E.O. 13526
White House Guidelines,
September 11, 2005

By (N NARA, Date O (715

005~ 0528 —F

SBeREE
Declassify on: OADR
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

April 1, 1993
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER ?
THROUGH : DANIEL BTBQONEMAN/KENT WIEDEMAN ‘m
FROM: STEVEN onﬁ§K/

SUBJECT: Deputies Committee Meeting on North Korea
April 7, 1993

Attached at Tab I is a proposed meeting notice for a Depu
Committee meeting on the North Korean problem. An agenda
Tab A of the proposed announcement.

The State Department will circulate separately a discussion paper
containing a propogéd gameplan.
Concurrences by: andra Kristoff

RECOMMENDATION

That you authorize Will Itoh to forward the announcement to his
counterparts.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to Counterparts
Tab A Agenda

DECLASSIFIED E.O. 13526
White House Guidelines,
September 11, 2006

By_L NARA, Date 0@ \‘7| 1S

X009-05 28 -F

SECRET- \
Declassify on: OADR —S—Ee'R-E;_
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= NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON. D C 20506

April 19, 1993

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

THROUGH: DANIEL PONEMAN?*7
FROM: STEVEN AOKIOR
SUBJECT: Paper on North Korea for Principals’ Meeting

State has made the changes you requested in their discussion
paper for the April 20 Principals’ meeting on North Korea

(Tab A). This paper should now be circulated to your
counterparts, together with the Options Paper on elements of a
bilateral approach to North Korea (Tab B).

N
Concurrences by: Sandra Kristoff

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to your counterparts at
Tab I, transmitting papers for discussion at the April 20
Principals’ meeting on North Korea.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to Counterparts
Tab A Discussion Paper on North Korea
Tab B Options for a Bilateral Approach
DECLASSIFIED E.O. 13526
VVhMeI{ougaGuideHnea
September 11, 2006
N
By NARA, Date RO}~ 06( 17|15
2004-0528-¢
SEEREE-

Declassify on: OADR S‘EGRH/
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