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INTRODUCTION:

THIS MESSAGE IS PART 1 OF AN 8-PART CABLE (SEE ABOVE
REFERENCES) PROVIDING A TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE, TITLED "NORTH
KOREA'S GULAG: 200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN FIVE HUGE CAMPS, "
CARRIED IN THE MARCH 1995 ISSUE OF WOLGAN CHOSON (MONTHLY CHOSON),
A MONTHLY JOURNAL PUBLISHED BY THE CHOSON TLBO (NEWSPAPER). THE
ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY CHOSON ILBO REPORTER KIM YONG-SAM UNDER THE
EDITORIAL SUPERVISION OF SENIOR POLITICAL EDITOR CHO KAP-CHE, AND IS
BASED ON KIM'S EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH ((AN)) MYONG-

CH'OL, A NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR WHO WORKED AS A DRIVER FOR NORTH
KOREA'S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY AT TWO POLITICAL PRISONER
INTERNMENT CAMPS. AN MYONG-CH’OL ESCAPED FROM NORTH KOREA AND
DEFECTED TO THE ROK IN SEPTEMBER 1994. WOLGAN CHOSON CONTRACTED TH
E TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE INTO FOUR LANGUAGES -- ENGLISH,
GERMAN, FRENCH AND JAPANESE -- AND COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS WERE
MADE AVAILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA. OLGAN CHOSON GRANTED
PERMISSION FOR THIS DISSEMINATION OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION

FOR OFFICIAL USE, BUT FURTHER DISSEMINATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL USER
CHANNELS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF WOLGAN CHOSOM.

BEGIN PART 1 OF 8
B. TABLE OF CONTENTS
1. REALITY OF NORTH KOREA'’'S GULAG (THIS CABLE, PART 1 OF 8 PARTS)
A. DEFECTION OF A SIMPLE COUNTRY BOY
B. ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES ARE TOP SECRET
2. EXECUTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING PEOPLE (BEGINS PART 2 OF 8)

A. 2,000 INMATES MISSING ARMS OR LEGS
B. THE MSS EXECUTE AS WHIM DIRECTS
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THE EXECUTED LEFT FOR WILD ANIMALS
EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING HUMAN BEINGS

ol e}

3. SEX AND EXECUTION (BEGINS PART 3 OF 8)
WHY IS SEX BANNED?

YOU DIE IF YOU’'RE PREGNANT

SHOVEL HANDLES: 1IN AT THE VAGINA, OUT AT THE THROAT

SEX BETWEEN BROTHERS AND SISTERS, MOTHERS AND SONS

STRIPPED OF THE RIGHT TO DIE

mgoQwy

4. THE EXECUTIONERS: THE MSS 3RD BUREAU

SMOKE FROM THE 3RD BUREAU'S CHIMNEY

HUMAN OIL FOR COSMETICS?

"CROWS" DRIVE OFF WITH INMATES (BEGINS PART 4 OF 8)
THE 3RD BUREAU OPERATES IN STRICTEST SECRECY

oWy

5. THE MSS AND CAMP GUARDS CONTROL THE GULAG

VALUABLE TOOLS OF REGIME SUPPORT

HEAVEN AND HELL INSIDE THE SAME FENCE

THE MSS: MODERN-DAY LANDLORDS

GUARDS WHO EMPATHIZE WITH INMATES

INMATES ARE HUMAN, TOO (BEGINS PART 5 OF 8)
TRAINING INFLAMES HATRED FOR INMATES

mmoQwy

6. WHO IS SENT TO THE GULAG?

INTERNMENT CAMPS REDUCED FROM 10 TO FIVE

THREE GENERATIONS INCARCERATED AT ONCE

EVEN A CORPSE CANNOT ESCAPE THE HELL (BEGINS PART 6 OF 8)
WHO GOES TO THE EXTERMINATION CAMPS?

WOMEN ARE STRONGER IN EXTREME CONDITIONS

DEATH RULES EACH DAY

mmoaQwP

7. WHAT DO THE INMATES DO AT THE CAMPS?
A ENORMOUS SLAVE FACTORIES
B. CAMP FARMS ARE TOP PRODUCERS
C SKILLFUL INMATES
D. CONFUSED BY A FANTASY (BEGINS PART 7 OF 8)
APPENDIX A: DIRECTIVES ON POLITICAL PRISONERS
KIM IL-SONG
KIM CHONG-IL

APPENDIX B: CAMP GUARD AND MSS TRAINING CONTENT

APPENDIX C: HOW INMATES THINK

APPENDIX D: ORGANIZATION OF THE MSS

APPENDIX E: MSS CAMPS THAT HAVE CLOSED

APPENDIX F: INTERNMENT CAMP ORGANIZATION, MISSION SUMMARIES, NOTES
APPENDIX G: PEOPLE AN MYONG-CH'OL MET IN THE CAMPS (PART 8 OF 8)

1. REALITY OF NORTH KOREA'’'S GULAG

A. DEFECTION OF A SIMPLE COUNTRY BOY: THIS IS THE ACCOUNT OF A
YOUNG MAN, AGE 24. HIS NAME IS AN MYONG-CH’OL. HE LOOKS NO
DIFFERENT FROM MANY YOUNG MEN IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA (ROK, OR

"SOUTH KOREA"), BUT MYONG-CH'OL IS UNIQUE IN THE WORLD BECAUSE HE CAN
REVEAL THE TRUTH ABOUT NORTH KOREA’S POLITICAL PRISONERS. (THE
UNCLASSIFIED
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ENGLISH TERM "POLITICAL PRISONERS" IS MISLEADING IN THE CASE OF MOST
INMATES IN NORTH KOREA'S INTERNMENT CAMPS. THEY ARE GUILTY OF NO
CRIME, HAVE BROKEN NO LAW, NOT EVEN NORTH KOREAN LAW. THEY LANGUISH
IN THE NORTH KOREAN GULAG MERELY BECAUSE THEY ARE FAMILY MEMBERS OF
POLITICAL PRISONERS, WHO THEMSELVES ARE INTERRED WITHOUT BENEFIT OF
TRIAL.)

AN MYONG-CH'OL WAS BORN IN 1969 IN HONGWON COUNTY, SOUTH
HAMGYONG PROVINCE, THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF CHOSON --
"NORTH KOREA." HE GRADUATED FROM HONGWON SENIOR MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
FOR ONE YEAR ATTENDED HONGWON AGRICULTURAL JUNIOR COLLEGE. TO
FULFILL HIS MILITARY SERVICE OBLIGATION, AN JOINED THE CAMP GUARD
FORCE WHICH PROVIDES SECURITY AT NORTH KOREA'S INTERNMENT CAMPS.
AFTER BASIC TRAINING, HE WORKED AS A DRIVER AT TWO GULAG CAMPS, WHICH
FALL UNDER THE CONTROL OF NORTH KOREA'S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY
(MSS), CaMP 13 (IN ONSONG, NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE) AND CAMP 22 (IN
HWERYONG, NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE). THE INMATES AT BOTH INTERNMENT
CAMPS WERE FAMILY MEMBERS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS. NOT ONE HAS BEEN
TRIED, CONVICTED, OR SENTENCED, YET ALL SERVE THE SAME TERM: LIFE
IMPRISONMENT. AN MYONG-CH’'OL ESCAPED NORTH KOREA AND DEFECTED TO
SOUTH KOREA, ON 17 SEPTEMBER 1994, HAVING SERVED FOR A TOTAL OF EIGHT
YEARS AT THE TWO INTERNMENT CAMPS, WHICH NORTH KOREA FOR SECURITY
REASONS CALLS "ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS." AN’S EXPERIENCE IS NOVEL IF
NOT UNIQUE FOR A YOUNG MAN LIVING TODAY IN THE FREE WORLD. HE IS
ONLY TOO CONVERSANT WITH NORTH KOREA'S "ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES, "
INTERNMENT CAMPS FROM WHICH FEW EVER RETURN.

AN MYONG-CH’'OL SAT DOWN IN A RESTAURANT WITH THIS REPORTER, AND
WE ORDERED SALTY ONION NOODLES, OR JAJANGMYON. THE NOODLES ARE
SERVED IN ONE BOWL, OF COURSE, AND THE SAUCE IN ANOTHER, AND THIS
CONFUSED MYONG-CH’OL. FLUSHING WITH EMBARRASSMENT, HE SAID "THIS IS
SURE A FUNNY DISH!" HE SEEMED TO KNOW ABOUT COFFEE, THOUGH, ADDING
SUGAR AND CREAM LIKE AN OLD PRO. AN GOT RATTLED EACH TIME HE
ENCOUNTERED SOMETHING NEW AND SHOWED HIMSELF TO BE EVERY INCH THE
NAIVE YOUNG MAN HE IS.

MYONG-CH’'OL IS SOMETHING MORE, THOUGH. HE IS A MAN WHO SERVED
AS A GULAG GUARD. HE HAS WITNESSED ENORMOUS CRUELTY AND SEEN INMATES
DIE WRETCHED DEATHS. AS A CAMP GUARD, AN STOOD AT THE FOREFRONT OF
THOSE PRESERVING THE NORTH KOREAN REGIME, BUT HE BEGAN TO SUFFER
DOUBTS, ASKING HIMSELF, "HOW CAN HUMAN BEINGS TREAT OTHER HUMAN
BEINGS THIS WAY?" HE HAD NO ANSWER, AND THE GUILT FINALLY DROVE HIM
TO DEFECT, LEAVING BEHIND A BELOVED MOTHER AND A YOUNGER BROTHER, WHO
THEMSELVES FACE THE TERRORS OF THE INTERNMENT CAMP BECAUSE OF HIS
DEFECTION.

"WHY DID YOU DEFECT?" THE QUESTION COMES TOO FAST, SEEMS TO
HARSH. AN IS VERY MUCH A YOUTH AND REMAINS FAR FROM MASTERING LIFE
IN MODERN SEOUL. I READ SHYNESS IN HIS FACE AS HE ANSWERS. "TO
INDICT THEM FOR EXTERMINATING PEOPLE."

IN AUGUST 1992 AN HYOK AND KANG CHOL-HWAN ESCAPED FROM NORTH
KOREA’S CAMP 5 (YODOK IN SOUTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE) AND DEFECTED TO
SOUTH KOREA. THEY TOLD US ABOUT AN "ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONE" AND A
"REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE" IN THE CAMP, AND THEIR DEFECTION REVEALED TO THE
WORLD THE STARK TRUTH ABOUT NORTH KOREA'’'S INTERNMENT CAMPS.

B. ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES ARE TOP SECRET: AN MYONG-CH'OL

FURNISHES US WITH A PRICELESS OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN WHAT HAPPENS IN
THE ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES. KANG AND AN HYOK EARLIER PROVIDED US AN
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ACCOUNT OF THE CAMPS FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF INMATES, WHILE AN
MYONG-CH’'OL AFFORDS US A VIEW AT THE CAMPS FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF THE
CAMP GUARD FORCE AND THE MSS, THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTROL OF THE
INMATES. TAKEN TOGETHER, THEN, THE TWO ACCOUNTS WEAVE A DAMNING
TAPESTRY OF THE GULAG.

WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT MYONG-CH’OL’S INFORMATION HAS LIMITS.

WE HAVE, OF COURSE, NO DIRECT WAY TO VERIFY HIS ACCOUNT. THE
ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES ARE TOP SECRET IN NORTH KOREA, AND EVEN SOUTH
KOREAN INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES, WHICH HAVE WORLD-CLASS INFORMATION ON
NORTH KOREA, HAVE VIRTUALLY NO INFORMATION ABOUT THE CAMPS. 1IN AN
IRONIC SENSE, OUR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE ACTUALLY UNDERCUTS THE
CREDIBILITY OF AN MYONG-CH’'OL’S INFORMATION.

IF WE HAVE NO MEANS TO VERIFY AN’'S ACCOUNT, HOWEVER, NEITHER DO
WE HAVE REASON TO REJECT IT OUT OF HAND. LITTLE CREDIBLE EVIDENCE
SUGGESTED TO THE WORLD THE HORRORS OF THE MURDER CAMP AT AUSCHWITZ
BEFORE ALLIED FORCES LIBERATED IT. THE ABSENCE OF PROOF DOES NOT
MEAN THE ABSENCE OF REALITY, HOWEVER, AND HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS
SUFFERED AND DIED IN THE GERMAN CAMPS DESPITE THE IGNORANCE OF THE
WORLD. THE EXPERIENCES AND THE ACCOUNTS OF THOSE WHO SUFFER IN SUCH
CAMPS SPEAK LOUDER AND MORE CONVINCINGLY THAN DOES ANY IDEOLOGY.

A SECOND LIMITATION ON AN’S ACCOUNT IS THAT HE WAS ONLY A CAMP
GUARD, FILLING HIS OBLIGATED MILITARY SERVICE AS A MEMBER OF THE CAMP
GUARD FORCE. AN WAS NOT A MEMBER OF THE MSS. 1IT IS THE MSS WHO
ADMINISTER THE CAMPS AND WHO CONDUCT SECRET EXECUTIONS. AN'S
EXPERIENCE IN THE CAMP WAS LIMITED LARGELY TO THE SECURITY MISSION OF
THE CAMP GUARDS, AND WE CANNOT EXPECT HIM TO BE PRIVY TO THE GULAG'’S
INNERMOST SECRETS.

THAT SAID, AN SERVED MANY MONTHS AS A DRIVER. THIS ASSIGNMENT
ALLOWED HIM TO TRAVEL WIDELY WITHIN THE CAMPS, SO HE SAW MORE THINGS
AND TALKED TO MANY MORE PEOPLE THAN OTHER GUARDS. HIS JOB ALSO
BROUGHT HIM INTO FREQUENT CONTACT WITH MSS PERSONNEL AND SENIOR
ADMINISTRATORS. MYONG-CH’'OL ACCUMULATED AN IMPRESSIVE AMOUNT OF CAMP
INFORMATION.

THIS REPORTER ASKED AN TO DRAW PICTURES OF WHAT HE SAW AT THE
CAMPS, AND HIS DRAWINGS ACCOMPANY THIS ARTICLE. AN EXPERT ON DESIGN
REVIEWED THE DRAWINGS, AND CHARACTERIZED AN’S POWER OF OBSERVATION AS
"EXTRAORDINARY." THE EXPERT SAID THE DRAWINGS INCLUDE DETAIL THAT
THE ORDINARY OBSERVER LIKELY WOULD OMIT.

THIS REPORTER WORKED HARD TO SCREEN SUBJECTIVITY FROM AN'S
ACCOUNT, INVESTING MANY HOURS WITH THE FORMER GUARD TO SORT OUT WHAT
HE SAW AND HEARD PERSONALLY AND WHAT OTHERS TOLD HIM. WE TRIED TO
BASE THE ACCOUNT ON RECOLLECTIONS BASED ON PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND TO
INDICATE HEARSAY WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE TEXT. THIS REPORTER ALSO MET
WITH KANG CH'’'OL-HWAN WHO HAD BEEN IMPRISONED AT CAMP 15 AND COMPARED
HIS NARRATIVE WITH AN MYONG-CH’'OL’S.
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COMBINE: COMPLETE

TEXT:
SUBJ: N. KOREA’'S GULAG: 200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS (PART 2 OF 8)
REFS:

A. PART 1 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171000Z AUG 95
B. PART 3 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171010z AUG 95
C. PART 4 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171015Z AUG 95
D. PART 5 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171020z AUG 95
E. PART 6 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171025Z AUG 95
F. PART 7 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171030Z AUG 95
G. PART 8 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171035Z AUG 95
INTRODUCTION:

THIS MESSAGE IS PART 2 OF AN 8-PART CABLE (SEE ABOVE REFERENCES)
PROVIDING A TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE, TITLED "NORTH KOREA’S GULAG:
200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN FIVE HUGE CAMPS," CARRIED IN THE
MARCH 1995 ISSUE OF WOLGAN CHOSON (MONTHLY CHOSON), A

MONTHLY JOURNAL PUBLISHED BY THE CHOSON ILBO (NEWSPAPER). THE
ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY CHOSON ILBO REPORTER KIM YONG-SAM UNDER THE
EDITORIAL SUPERVISION OF SENIOR POLITICAL EDITOR CHO KAP-CHE, AND IS
BASED ON KIM'S EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH ((AN)) MYONG-C
H’'OL, A NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR WHO WORKED AS A DRIVER FOR NORTH
KOREA’S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY AT TWO POLITICAL PRISONER
INTERNMENT CAMPS. AN MYONG-CH’OL ESCAPED FROM NORTH KOREA AND
DEFECTED TO THE ROK IN SEPTEMBER 1994. WOLGAN CHOSON CONTRACTED THE

TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE INTO FOUR LANGUAGES -- ENGLISH, GERMAN,
FRENCH AND JAPANESE -- AND COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS WERE MADE
AVAILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA. WOLGAN CHOSON GRANTED
PERMISSION FOR THIS DISSEMINATION OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION F
OR OFFICIAL USE, BUT FURTHER DISSEMINATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL USER
CHANNELS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF WOLGAN CHOSON.

BEGIN PART 2 OF 8
2. EXECUTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING PEOPLE

A. 2,000 INMATES MISSING ARMS OR LEGS

AN MYONG-CH’'OL’S KARMA BROUGHT HIM INTO CONTACT WITH NORTH
KOREA’S GULAG IN 1987. AN WAS TO BE DRAFTED AND WAS SLATED TO SERVE
WITH THE COASTAL GUARD FORCE'S 19TH BRIGADE. THEN AN FAILED HIS

PRE-INDUCTION PHYSICAL, COMPLICATING THE SITUATION. HIS
MOTHER WAS A MEMBER OF NORTH KOREA’'S COMMUNIST PARTY -- THE KOREAN
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WORKERS PARTY (KWP, OR PARTY), AND SHE WENT TO SEE THE RECRUITMENT
OFFICER.

BRIBERY IS ENDEMIC IN NORTH KOREAN SOCIETY, AND AN'S MOTHER'S
BRIBE BROUGHT IMMEDIATE RESULTS. THE RECRUITMENT OFFICER FORGOT ALL
ABOUT THE PHYSICAL EXAMINATION AND ASKED MYONG-CH’'OL WHETHER HE
WOULD LIKE TO SERVE IN AN ANTIAIRCRAFT UNIT OR WHETHER

HE WOULD PREFER TO SERVE ONLY THREE YEARS IN THE MILITARY AND THEN
ENTER POLITICAL COLLEGE. AN'S EARS PRICKED UP WHEN HE HEARD
"POLITICAL COLLEGE," AND HE SAID HE’'D MUCH PREFER THE LATTER COURSE.
ONLY LATER DID HE LEARN THAT "POLITICAL COLLEGE" IS THE
TERM USED FOR CAMP GUARD FORCE, THE UNIT TASKED TO GUARD INTERNMENT
CAMPS FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS.

AN WAS SHORTLY ON HIS WAY TO BASIC TRAINING AT THE CAMP GUARD
FORCE TRAINING FACILITY INSIDE CAMP 11 IN NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE’'S
KYONGSONG. A TRAINING INSTRUCTOR TOLD THE RECRUITS BEFORE THEY
ENTERED CAMP 11 THAT THEY WERE FORBIDDEN ABSOLUTELY TO
TALK TO ANY "EMIGRANT," THE EUPHEMISM USED FOR POLITICAL PRISONER.
THE INSTRUCTOR REPEATED THIS WARNING SEVERAL TIMES, SPARKING THE
TRAINEES’ INTEREST. WHAT IN THE DEVIL COULD BE INSIDE THE CAMP,
THEY WONDERED, THAT COULD WARRANT SUCH STRONG WARNINGS?

THE CAMP’'S MAIN GATE OPENED, AND THE TRAINEES ENTERED. THE SCENE
INSIDE, AN SAID, HIT HIM LIKE A SLEDGEHAMMER. THE AREA SWARMED WITH
DWARFS WEARING THE RAGS OF SLAVES. "ARE THESE HUMANS?" MYONG-CH’'OL
ASKED HIMSELF. "OR ARE THEY ANIMALS?"

"WHEN I FIRST SAW THEM, I THOUGHT WE HAD CAPTURED A BUNCH OF
THE SOUTH KOREAN BEGGARS WE OFTEN SEE DEPICTED ON NORTH KOREAN TV.
ONE OF MY BUDDIES SAID LATER HE'D HEARD THAT MIDGETS LIVE IN SPECIAL
COMMUNES, AND HE THOUGHT WE WERE ENTERING SUCH A VI
LLAGE. THE INMATES WERE ALL SHORT, LIKE MIDGETS. THEY WERE WALKING
SKELETONS, NOTHING BUT SKIN AND BONE. THEY FRIGHTENED ME."

I ASKED AN WHAT OTHER IMPRESSIONS HE DREW OF THE INMATES. "ON
AVERAGE, " HE SAID, "THEY ARE ABOUT 4 FEET 11. THEIR FACES ARE
COVERED WITH CUTS AND SCARS WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN STRUCK. MOST HAVE
NO EARS; THEY HAVE BEEN BEATEN OFF. MANY HAVE CROOKED
NOSES, HAVE ONLY ONE EYE, OR ONE EYE IS TURNED IN ITS SOCKET. THESE
DEFORMITIES RESULT FROM BEATINGS AND OTHER MISTREATMENT IN THE
GULAG. ABOUT 30% OF THEM BORE SUCH SCARS." MYONG-CH'OL WAS SHOCKED
AT THE LARGE NUMBER OF INMATES WHO HOBBLED ABOUT WITH
MISSING LEGS. SOME HAVE CRUTCHES; SOME WALK WITH THE AID OF TREE
LIMBS; BUT ALL MUST WORK. AN SAYS 2,000 OF CAMP 22’'S INMATES ARE
MISSING LIMBS.

BASIC TRAINING LASTED TWO MONTHS. WHEN IT WAS OVER AN WAS
POSTED TO CAMP 13 IN NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE’S ONSONG. HE WAS
ASSIGNED INITIALLY TO A GUARD POST ON THE CAMP'S PERIMETER BUT LATER
WORKED AS A DRIVER. HE BEGAN TO LEARN THE TRUTH ABOUT THE

GULAG IN THAT ASSIGNMENT. DURING TRAINING AND THROUGHOUT HIS
SERVICE IN THE CAMPS, SENIOR GUARDS CEASELESSLY DRILLED INTO AN'S
HEAD THE SINGLE REFRAIN, "INMATES ARE NOT HUMANS." INMATES ARE
SLAVES, NOT HUMANS. IF THEY LIVE, ALL RIGHT; IF THEY DIE, ALL

RIGHT.

THE FIRST PLACE THE SUBHUMANS FACE EXTERMINATION IS THE
DETENTION BARRACKS. INMATES WHO BREAK A CAMP REGULATION OR WHO ARE
OBSTREPEROUS ARE INCARCERATED IN THE DETENTION BARRACKS WITHOUT A
WORD OF EXPLANATION.

SAYS AN MYONG-CH'OL, "THEY SHAVE YOUR HEAD AS SOON AS YOU GET
TO THE BARRACKS, WHETHER YOU’'RE MALE OR FEMALE. YOU GET 3.6 OUNCES
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OF CORN AND A LITTLE SALT EACH DAY, AND YOU MUST TRY TO SURVIVE ON
THAT. YOU CAN'T SEE THE SUN, AND YOU CAN'T HEAR THE
WIND. AFTER A MONTH THERE, INMATES ARE SKELETONS, WALKING MUMMIES."

HAD THE INMATES IN DETENTION DONE SOMETHING WORTHY OF SERIOUS
PUNISHMENT, THEY COULD UNDERSTAND THEIR HARSH TREATMENT, BUT MOST
ARE THROWN INTO DETENTION FOR THOUGHTLESS ACTIONS OR MINOR OFFENSES
-- STEALING SOMETHING PRODUCED AT THE CAMP, MISUNDERS
TANDING A GUARD’S ORDERS, HITCHING A RIDE ON AN OX, SHOWING TOO MUCH
INTEREST IN NEWS FROM THE OUTSIDE, NOT FOLLOWING OPERATING
PROCEDURE, OR PRODUCING LESS THAN QUOTA. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL DURESS
IS HORRIBLE BECAUSE THE HARSHNESS IS SO DISPROPORTIONATE TO
THE OFFENSE.

CAMP 22'S DETENTION BARRACKS IS LOCATED NEAR CAMP HEADQUARTERS
IN HAEYONG-RI. IT HOLDS 50 INMATES. THE BUILDING HAS NO WINDOWS OR
VENTILATION AND REEKS OF BLOOD AND PUSS. DETENTION BARRACKS KEEPERS
MERCILESSLY BEAT INMATES DURING THEIR TIME IN DE
TENTION. THE HAPLESS PRISONERS EMERGE FROM THE BARRACKS MORE DEAD
THAN ALIVE.  FROM SEPTEMBER 1993 TO SEPTEMBER 1994 AN MYONG-CH’OL
STOOD GUARD AT AN AMMUNITION BUNKER LOCATED NEXT TO THE DETENTION
BARRACKS. "IT WAS HARD TO PULL DUTY THERE," HE SAYS, "B
ECAUSE OF THE INMATES’ TERRIBLE SCREAMS AND THE GHASTLY SOUNDS MADE
BY THE KEEPERS’ BLOWS.

THE KEEPERS DECIDE WHO WILL BE RELEASED FROM DETENTION BACK
INTO THE GENERAL POPULATION. THEY DECIDE ALSO WHO WILL BE EXECUTED
AND WHO WILL BE REASSIGNED TO THE "MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS."
THOSE TO BE EXECUTED HAVE COMMITTED "SERIOUS" CRIMES; T
HEY DISOBEY MSS PERSONNEL OR CAMP GUARDS, OR ACTIVELY RESIST THEIR
ORDERS; THEY KILL CAMP LIVESTOCK; THEY DESTROY TOOLS, MACHINERY, OR
PRODUCTS USED IN CAMP PRODUCTION ACTIVITIES; THEY HURT PRODUCTION
RATES BY RIOTING, REVOLTING, OR ATTEMPTING MURDER; OR
THEY GET PREGNANT.

THOSE SELECTED FOR MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS ARE SENT TO
WORK ON SECRET TUNNELS OR NUCLEAR FACILITIES, MEANING THEY WILL BE
TRANSFERRED TO THE CONTROL OF THE 3RD BUREAU, MSS. NO MATTER WHERE
THE MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS ARE, THOUGH, INMATES PO
STED THERE WILL NEVER RETURN TO WHATEVER FAMILIARITY CAMP LIFE
AFFORDED THEM.

THE KEEPERS TORTURE INMATES IN DETENTION ALL DAY LONG. THE
KEEPERS FORCE THEM TO KNEEL WITH A THICK WOODEN BAR INSERTED BETWEEN
THEIR LEGS AND BUTTOCKS. THE LEGS BEGIN TO ROT AFTER A WEEK BECAUSE
THE WOOD CUTS OFF THE BLOOD SUPPLY. THOSE LUCKY EN
OUGH TO BE RELEASED CANNOT WALK AND MUST BE CARRIED BY FAMILY
MEMBERS. THEY COMMONLY DIE WITHIN SIX MONTHS.

HERE IN SOUTH KOREA WE BELIEVED THAT EXECUTIONS IN NORTH
KOREA’'S INTERNMENT CAMPS ARE CONDUCTED OPENLY. AN SAYS NO.

"PUBLIC EXECUTIONS ARE FORBIDDEN IN ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES.
THEY WERE CONDUCTED PREVIOUSLY TO INSTILL FEAR OR TO MAKE AN EXAMPLE
OF AN INMATE. THEY CAUSED ANTAGONISM AND RAGE INSTEAD, PERHAPS
BECAUSE THEY WERE SO FREQUENT THEY DESENSITIZED THE INM
ATES . THE ADMINISTRATION REQUIRES THE CAMP GUARDS TO MOBILIZE IN
FULL COMBAT GEAR FOR EACH PUBLIC EXECUTION. WE HAVE TO ENCIRCLE THE
EXECUTION SITE SO AS TO PREVENT A RIOT OR REBELLION. THEY HAD SO
MUCH TROUBLE THEY REPLACED THE PUBLIC EXECUTIONS WITH

SECRET ONES."
I ASKED AN WHAT INMATES WERE SUBJECT TO SECRET EXECUTION.
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"THOSE WHO KNOW ABOUT CORRUPTION BY THE MSS, THOSE WHO LEARN THE
CAMP'S SECRETS, THOSE CAUGHT WHILE TRYING TO ESCAPE, THOSE WHO
ATTEMPT MURDER, THOSE WHO ARE DISSATISFIED, THOSE WHO ARE PREG
NANT, AND THOSE WHO GET THEM PREGNANT."

SECTION 1 (SECURITY) OF THE CAMP’'S SECURITY DEPARTMENT
CONDUCTS SECRET EXECUTIONS. THE SECTION’S PERSONNEL HOLD THE POWER
OF LIFE OR DEATH OVER INMATES. I ASKED AN ABOUT MEANS OF EXECUTION.
"HOWEVER THE MSS GUYS WANT." THEY FRET, 'HOW ARE WE GON
NA DO IT TODAY?’" THEY DECIDE ON A WHIM. THEY USE PISTOLS ON DAYS
THEY DON’'T WANT TO GET THEIR HANDS BLOODY. OTHER DAYS, THEY KILL
THEM SLOWLY AND PAINFULLY JUST FOR THE FUN OF IT."

B. THE MSS EXECUTE AS WHIM DICTATES: I ASKED FOR EXAMPLES OF
EXECUTION METHODS.

"I'VE HEARD BUT NOT SEEN MYSELF THAT THEY BEAT THEM TO DEATH
WITH CLUBS, HIT THEM IN THE HEAD WITH ROCKS, CUT OUT THEIR HEARTS
WITH KNIVES, OR KNOCK OUT THE EYES BY STRIKING THE BACK OF THE HEAD
WITH A HAMMER. IF THE CONDEMNED IS A WOMEN, THEY MAY
CUT OFF HER BREASTS, CUT OUT HER SEXUAL ORGAN, OR INSERT A SHOVEL
HANDLE INTO THE VAGINA AND FORCE IT UPWARD UNTIL IT REACHES THE
THROAT. IN THE CASE OF A PREGNANT WOMAN, THEY MAY PLACE A PLANK ON
THE ABDOMEN AND JUMP ON IT UNTIL THE FETUS EMERGES.

"BASED ON WHAT A SENIOR MSS GUY TOLD ME, THEY KILL PEOPLE AS A
KIND OF GAME. HE SAID THEY’'D BRING OUT THE INMATE TO BE EXECUTED
AND USE A PISTOL TO PLAY THE 'HIT THE LEFT EYE GAME.’ HE SAID IF AN
INMATE SWEARS AND PUTS UP A FUSS THEY SOMETIMES STR
IP HIM NAKED AND BURY HIM ALIVE. WORST OF ALL, HE SAID, THEY
SOMETIMES TAKE THE CONDEMNED TO THE DETENTION BARRACKS WHERE THEY
FORCE INMATES THERE TO PUNCH, KICK, AND. BITE THE PERSON TO DEATH."

SOMETIMES CAMP GUARDS AND NOT THE MSS KILL AN INMATE. HERE IS
ONE EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT. SAYS AN, "IT WAS THE WINTER OF 1990. CAMP
22'S TRANSPORTATION SQUAD LEADER CHU SUNG-CH’'OL GRABBED AN INMATE
AND YELLED, ‘YOU’RE NOT OBEYING ME!’ CHU THREW THE
MAN DOWN AND STOMPED ON HIS BACK, RUPTURING HIS LIVER. THE INMATE
DIED SOON AFTER. THE ADMINISTRATION ADOPTED A DELIBERATELY
AMBIGUOUS ATTITUDE OVER THE CASE AND DID NOT DISCIPLINE CHU. YOU
DON’'T GET IN TROUBLE FOR KILLING INMATES UNLESS YOU CAUSE A CO
MMOTION WHEN YOU DO IT."

CAMP 13'S SECRET EXECUTION SITE WAS LOCATED NEAR SOBAENGNYON
AT A PLACE CALLED ONSOK PEAK. IT WAS RENOWNED AS A SECRET CAMP USED
BY KIM IL-SONG IN THE GUERRILLA RESISTANCE AGAINST THE JAPANESE.
CAMP 22'S SECRET EXECUTION SITE IS LOCATED AT SUGOL -
- COMMONLY CALLED SONGJANGGOL. AN SAYS THE INMATES DO NOT KNOW
ABOUT THE EXECUTION SITES BECAUSE THEY ARE SECURED BY A SEPARATE
GUARD UNIT, THE SUGOL INVESTIGATION UNIT IN CAMP 22.

WHEN AN MYONG-CH’'OL WAS STATIONED AT CAMP 13, HE SERVED FOR A
YEAR AT SOBAENGNYONG GUARD POST, LOCATED A SCANT FIVE METERS OUTSIDE
THE ONSOK PEAK EXECUTION SITE. THE AREA WAS DISTINCTIVE FOR ITS
FLAT STONE SLABS THAT SEEMED TO GO ON FOREVER. WATER

FROM THE NEARBY STREAM HAD AN EXCELLENT TASTE (SIC) BECAUSE,

ACCORDING TO RUMOR, DECOMPOSING BODIES MIXED WITH THE WATER.

AN SAYS HE SAW A MSS TRUCK HAUL CONDEMNED INMATES INTO THE
ONSOK PEAK KILLING FIELD ONCE OR TWICE A MONTH, ALWAYS AT DAWN.
WHEN THE MSS TRUCK PASSED THE GUARD POST AND ENTERED THE EXECUTION
AREA, THE GUARD POST COMMANDER ISSUED A SHARP ORDER TO THE
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GUARD ON DUTY, "STAND BY WHERE YOU ARE AND DO NOT MOVE NO MATTER
WHAT HAPPENS." AN OFTEN HEARD GUNFIRE CRASH FROM THE EXECUTION
SITE. HE WAS ON DUTY IN MAY 1989, WHEN, "BULLETS FIRED BY THE MSS
DURING AN EXECUTION IMPACTED VERY NEAR THE GUARD POST, ALM
OST KILLING A GUARD."

CaMP 22'S SUGOL EXECUTION SITE IS A SANDY AREA ALONG A STREAM
LOCATED OUTSIDE THE CAMP’'S PERIMETER BARBED WIRE IN A VERY ISOLATED
AREA. AN SAID HE PASSED BY THE SITE ONCE A YEAR DURING ANNUAL
BARBED WIRE FENCE MAINTENANCE AND CAMPED THERE ONE NIGHT

WHILE ON A FIELD TRAINING EXERCISE.

C. THE EXECUTED LEFT FOR WILD ANIMALS

I ASKED AN WHETHER HE HAD PERSONALLY WITNESSED AN EXECUTION.
"NO," HE SAID. "THEY WERE CONDUCTED UNDER TIGHT SECURITY." HIS
COMMENTS ABOUT EXECUTIONS ARE BASED ON WHAT HE HEARD FROM OTHERS.

AN SAYS, HOWEVER, THAT IN CONVERSATION WITH MSS PERSONNEL
, THEY NEVER STOPPED TALKING ABOUT EXECUTIONS.

THIS IS AN AREA OF POTENTIALLY SERIOUS CONTROVERSY, OF COURSE,
BECAUSE THERE ARE LIMITS TO THE CREDIBILITY OF HEARSAY INFORMATION.
THIS REPORTER REPEATEDLY ASKED AN THE QUESTION, "EVERYTHING YOU SAY
IS BASED ON WHAT A THIRD PARTY HAS TOLD YOU. WHA
T EVIDENCE DO YOU HAVE THAT WHAT YOU HEARD IS ACCURATE?" HE GOT
FRUSTRATED AT THIS QUESTION AND RESPONDED AS FOLLOWS.

"IT IS COMMON SENSE THAT THERE ARE GOING TO BE EXECUTIONS AT A
CAMP. I WAS A CAMP GUARD, BUT THEY KEPT THIS SECRET EVEN FROM US.
HOW DO I MAKE OTHERS UNDERSTAND THAT THE KILLINGS OCCURRED? I CAN
ARGUE WITH YOU, ME INSISTING THE EXECUTIONS ARE FAC
T BUT YOU SAYING NO, BUT EVEN AS WE ARGUE MANY INMATES IN NORTH
KOREA ARE FACING DEATH AT SECRET EXECUTION SITES. THAT’S THE ONLY
TRUTH I KNOW."

AN SAYS HE HEARD SO OFTEN ABOUT SECRET EXECUTIONS BECAUSE HE
WAS A DRIVER. HE SAYS DRIVERS HAD READY CONTACT WITH THE MSS. WHEN
HIS DRIVING DUTIES TOOK HIM AWAY FROM CAMP, AN WOULD DO

"CAPITALISTIC FAVORS" FOR THE MSS. (THESE FAVORS INVOLVED HELP
ING MSS PERSONNEL WITH BLACK MARKET ACTIVITIES AND OTHER SORDID
MEANS OF MAKING MONEY.) 1IN RETURN, MSS PERSONNEL WERE IN THE HABIT

OF INVITING AN TO DRINK WITH THEM.

"WHEN THEY DRINK," AN SAYS, "THE MSS GUYS BRAG ABOUT THEIR
EXECUTIONS. "I GOT HIM RIGHT IN THE EYEBALL! YOU SHOULD'A SEEN THE
BLOOD!’” I TOOK SUPPLIES TO THE SUGOL INVESTIGATION UNIT (THE
SPECIAL GUARD UNIT WHICH PROVIDES SECURITY AT CAMP 22'S SEC
RET EXECUTION SITE) ALL THE TIME, AND THEY WOULD TELL ME ALL ABOUT
THE EXECUTIONS."

WHAT EVIDENCE DO WE HAVE, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH EXECUTIONS EVER
TOOK PLACE? "I HAVE SEEN THE BODIES OF INMATES KILLED HORRIBLY AT
THE EXECUTION SITES A NUMBER OF TIMES. MOST OF THE MEN DIED FROM
GUNSHOT WOUNDS, BUT THE WOMEN DID NOT ENJOY SUCH EASY D
EATHS. I PERSONALLY SAW WOMEN WITH THEIR BREASTS CUT OFF AND WOMEN
WITH SHOVEL HANDLES SHOVED UP THEIR VAGINAS. I'VE HEARD THEY KILL

SOME BY HITTING THEM IN THE BACK OF THE HEAD WITH A RAIL HAMMER. (A
LONG-HEADED SLEDGEHAMMER USED TO POUND SPIKES INTO
RAILROAD TIES.) I'VE SEEN BODIES AT EXECUTION SITES WITH THE BACKS

OF THE HEADS COMPLETELY CRUSHED."
AN RECALLS THAT THE MSS KILLED SOME INMATES BY
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DISEMBOWELMENT. ONE MSS GUY TOLD A STORY AN CALLED "COWARDLY." "'I
WAS FUCKING THIS INMATE WHEN SHE ACTUALLY SLAPPED ME. I SLIT HER.'"
WHEN THE MSS KILL A WOMAN "WHO HAS COMMITTED THE CRIME OF G

RANTING HER BODY TO ANYONE," A NUMBER OF THEM PULL OPEN HER LEGS AND
"SLIT" HER, DISEMBOWELING HER STARTING AT THE VAGINA. SAID AN, "I
HAVE SEEN BODIES AT THE EXECUTION SITES WITH THE ENTIRE TRUNK SLIT
OPEN, WITH ARMS OR LEGS CUT OFF, AND WITH THE THROAT

HACKED OUT."

"ROCKS DOTTED THE LANDSCAPE AT CAMP 13’S EXECUTION SITE, SO
THE MSS PLACED ROCKS ON THEIR VICTIMS’ BODIES. THE PLACE SMELLS
HORRIBLY OF DECOMPOSING BODIES, ESPECIALLY IN THE SUMMER, ATTRACTING
CROWS, HAWKS, AND WILD PIGS. I‘VE SEEN WHAT REMAINS OF

BODIES AFTER THE ANIMALS FEAST ON THEM."

AN SAID HE SAW BODIES FROM WHICH WILD ANIMALS HAD EATEN ALL
THE INTERNAL ORGANS. HE WAS ENRAGED. "HOW CAN THEY TREAT THE DEAD
THAT WAY?"

THE CAMP GUARD FORCE’S FIELD COMBAT TRAINING EXERCISE COURSE
RAN BY CAMP 22'S SECRET EXECUTION SITE. AN SAYS A NUMBER OF GUARDS
VOMITED WHILE LOOKING FOR FIREWOOD WHEN THEY DISCOVERED A HUMAN
CORPSE CRAWLING WITH INSECTS. AN TREMBLED AS HE TOLD AB
OUT UNEARTHING A HUMAN SKELETON WHILE SETTING UP A TENT DURING A
TRAINING EXERCISE NEAR SUGOL.

AN MYONG-CH'’'OL HEARD ABOUT EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING PEOPLE. HE
LEARNED THAT GULAG DOCTORS CONDUCT EXPERIMENTS VERY MUCH LIKE THOSE
PERPETRATED BY THE JAPANESE ARMY'S 731ST UNIT AND BY NAZI DEATH CAMP
DOCTORS.

NORTH KOREAN INTERNMENT CAMPS HAVE TWO VERY DIFFERENT TYPES OF
HOSPITALS. ONE TREATS INMATES, WHILE THE MSS AND CAMP GUARDS USE
THE OTHER. CAMP 22’'S MSS HOSPITAL IS LOCATED AT CHUNGBONG; INMATE
HOSPITALS ARE LOCATED AT NAKSAENG AND AT THE COAL MIN
E. THE CHUNGBONG HOSPITAL, AT LEAST, HAD SOME MEDICINE AND SOME
MEDICAL FACILITIES, BUT THE INMATE HOSPITALS VIRTUALLY NEVER HAVE
DRUGS. THE COAL MINE PRODUCES A STEADY STREAM OF CRUSHED LIMBS, FOR
WHICH THE DOCTORS’ STANDARD TREATMENT IS AMPUTATION, AL
THOUGH WITHOUT THE BENEFIT OF ANESTHESIA. THE PATIENTS’ SCREAMS
BREAK GLASS THEY ARE SO AWFUL. THE HOSPITAL WORKERS STUFF RAGS IN
THEIR MOUTHS.

D. EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING HUMAN BEINGS

THE CHUNGBONG HOSPITAL MILITARY STAFF CONSISTS OF 10 MILITARY
MEDICAL OFFICERS AND THREE NURSES. THE MEDICAL OFFICERS ARE NEW
GRADUATES OF THE MILITARY MEDICAL COLLEGE AND KNOW VIRTUALLY NOTHING
ABOUT OPERATING TECHNIQUES. THEY ROUTINELY KILL OR CRI
PPLE PEOPLE ON THE OPERATING TABLE WITH THEIR TENTATIVE AND BUNGLING
PROCEDURES.

"IT WAS AUGUST 1990 AT CAMP 13. ONE OF MY FELLOW GUARDS,
COMRADE YI YONG-GON, COLLAPSED ON DUTY WITH A STOMACH ULCER, AND WE
TOOK HIM TO THE HOSPITAL. MEDICAL OFFICER U WAS ON DUTY. U
EXAMINED YI, WHO WAS SWEATING PROFUSELY, SAID YI HAD AN UPSET ST
OMACH, AND GAVE HIM SOME HERBAL POWDER FOR INDIGESTION. YI'S ULCER
HAD ADVANCED TO THE POINT THAT HIS STOMACH WAS READY TO EXPLODE, BUT
U DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO OPERATE, SO TO COVER UP HE TREATED YI FOR
DIGESTION."

YI'S STOMACH IN FACT RUPTURED THE NEXT DAY, AND HE DIED. THIS
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INCIDENT ENRAGED THE GUARDS, AND A GROUP OF THEM BEAT U UP,
FRIGHTENING THE MEDICAL OFFICER SO BADLY THAT HE SELDOM VENTURED OUT
OF THE HOSPITAL THEREAFTER. U DECIDED TO IMPROVE HIS OPERA

TING TECHNIQUE AND BEGAN TO HAVE INMATES BROUGHT TO HIM FOR
PRACTICE. INMATES WITH SERIOUS DISEASES LIKE PNEUMONIA AND
TUBERCULOSIS WERE SENT TO U. HE WOULD TELL THEM HE COULD CURE THEIR
CONDITION AND THEN PROCEED TO CONDUCT EXPERIMENTAL SURGERY UNRELAT
ED TO THEIR AILMENTS. HE OPENED UP THE ABDOMENS OF PATIENTS WHO HAD
NO NEED FOR SUCH A PROCEDURE, JUST TO PRACTICE HIS SURGICAL
TECHNIQUE. U REMOVED DIFFERENT ORGANS FROM INMATES, KILLING MANY
AND PERMANENTLY CRIPPLING OTHERS. AN TELLS OF CASES IN WHIC

H MILITARY MEDICAL OFFICER U CONDUCTED AN EXPERIMENT ON A LIVING
PERSON.

"NAKSAENG ZONE DIRECT COMMAND TRACTOR PLATOON LEADER KIM
KYONG-CH'AN, 35, WAS TAKEN TO U. THERE WAS NOTHING WRONG WITH KIM.
U MADE AN INCISION ABOUT EIGHT INCHES LONG IN KIM'S ABDOMEN AND
REMOVED HIS APPENDIX WITHOUT ADMINISTERING ANESTHESIA. THEY
COULDN'T STOP THE HEMORRHAGING FOR A LONG TIME, AND KIM JUST MANAGED
TO SURVIVE. THEY FORCIBLY OPERATED ON THE PERFECTLY HEALTHY EYE OF
TRACTOR OPERATOR KIM BOK-NAM, 25. KIM’S EYE TURNED PERMANENTLY
INWARD AFTER THE SURGERY."

MILITARY MEDICAL OFFICER U PRACTICED ON LIVE SUBJECTS FOR TWO
YEARS, AND IN THE END WON RESPECT FOR HIS IMPROVED MEDICAL SKILLS.
NOR WAS U’S AN ISOLATED APPROACH. ALL THE MEDICAL OFFICERS USED THE
INMATES TO GAIN THE SURGICAL EXPERIENCE THEIR TRAINI
NG NEGLECTS.

I ASKED AN WHETHER HE PERSONALLY HAD WITNESSED EXPERIMENTAL
MEDICAL PROCEDURES PERFORMED ON LIVING HUMAN BEINGS, AND HE
ACKNOWLEDGED HE HAD NOT, THAT HIS INFORMATION CAME FROM OTHERS. AN
SAID, HOWEVER, HE HEARD "HUNDREDS" OF ACCOUNTS OF EXPERIMENTS O
N LIVING HUMANS FROM DOCTORS AS HE DROVE THEM TO AND FROM DUTY OR
DROVE THEM TO THE SCENE OF ACCIDENTS.

"EACH MILITARY MEDICAL OFFICER HAD CONDUCTED AT LEAST 50
EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING PEOPLE," SAID AN. " I HEARD THEIR BRAVE
STORIES MANY TIMES, HOW THEY OPENED UP SOME HAPLESS INMATE FREE FROM
MEDICAL FLAW AND CUT OUT HIS LIVER OR SOME OTHER ORGAN. SO CO
MMON WAS KNOWLEDGE OF THESE PRACTICES THAT CAMP GUARDS UNIVERSALLY
BELIEVE THAT MEDICAL EXPERIMENTS CREATE MOST OF THE CAMP’'S NUMEROUS
CRIPPLES, MANY OF WHOM ARE MISSING ARMS OR LEGS."

MSS DEPENDENTS ALSO USED CAMP 22'S CHUNGBONG HOSPITAL. THOSE
WHOSE MALADIES PERSIST AFTER TREATMENT COMPLAIN TO THE DOCTORS,
ASKING THEM WHY THEY CAN’'T CURE THEM AFTER ALL THEIR PRACTICE ON
INMATES. THE PLAIN FACT IS THE MEDICAL OFFICERS EXPERIMENT
AND PRACTICE ON INMATES SO AS TO DEVELOP SKILLS THEY CAN USE IN
TREATING THE MSS, THE CAMP GUARDS, AND THEIR DEPENDENTS.

INMATE KANG CHOL-HWAN ESCAPED FROM CAMP 15 AND DEFECTED TO SOUTH
KOREA, AND HE SUPPORTS AN’S ACCOUNT. "I HEARD OFTEN THAT INMATES
KEPT IN THE REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE WERE MADE VICTIMS OF MEDICAL
EXPERIMENTS." KANG SAID RUMOR HAD IT THAT IF AN INMATE BECA
ME TILL, HE WOULD BE TAKEN AWAY, GIVEN AN INJECTION, AND BECOME THE
SUBJECT OF A PRACTICE EFFORT AT A MEDICAL PROCEDURE, SUCH AS OPENING
THE ABDOMEN.
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INTRODUCTION:

THIS MESSAGE IS PART 3 OF AN 8-PART CABLE (SEE ABOVE REFERENCES)
PROVIDING A TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE, TITLED "NORTH KOREA'S GULAG:
200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN FIVE HUGE CAMPS," CARRIED IN THE
MARCH 1995 ISSUE OF WOLGAN CHOSON (MONTHLY CHOSON), A

MONTHLY JOURNAL PUBLISHED BY THE CHOSON TILBO (NEWSPAPER). THE
ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY CHOSON ILBO REPORTER KIM YONG-SAM UNDER THE
EDITORIAL SUPERVISION OF SENIOR POLITICAL EDITOR CHO KAP-CHE, AND IS
BASED ON KIM'S EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH ((AN)) MYONG-C
H'OL, A NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR WHO WORKED AS A DRIVER FOR NORTH
KOREA'S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY AT TWO POLITICAL PRISONER
INTERNMENT CAMPS. AN MYONG-CH’OL ESCAPED FROM NORTH KOREA AND
DEFECTED TO THE ROK IN SEPTEMBER 1994. WOLGAN CHOSON CONTRACTED THE

TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE INTO FOUR LANGUAGES -- ENGLISH, GERMAN,
FRENCH AND JAPANESE -- AND COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS WERE MADE
AVAILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA. WOLGAN CHOSON GRANTED
PERMISSION FOR THIS DISSEMINATION OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION F
OR OFFICIAL USE, BUT FURTHER DISSEMINATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL USER
CHANNELS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF WOLGAN CHOSON.

BEGIN PART 3 OF 8
3. SEX AND EXECUTION
A. WHY IS SEX BANNED?
ONE OF THE MOST UNUSUAL FACTS TO EMERGE FROM AN MYONG-CH’OL’S
ACCOUNT IS THAT NORTH KOREA BANS SEX IN THE GULAG. IF CAMP
OFFICIALS DISCOVER THAT A COUPLE HAS HAD SEXUAL RELATIONS, THEY ARE

DRAGGED TO THE DETENTION BARRACKS TO UNDERGO "INSTRUCTION" (M
ERCILESS BEATINGS). ONCE THE KEEPERS INSTRUCT THE COUPLE

UNCLASSIFIED

Page 1



UNCLASSIFIED

SUFFICIENTLY, THEY SEND THE MAN TO A MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT AND

ASSIGN THE WOMAN TO "DISCIPLINARY LABOR" AT THE COAL MINE. (AN
INMATE MUST WORK UNDERGROUND FOR A SOLID WEEK DURING DISCIPLINARY
LABOR.) 1IF THE WOMAN IS PREGNANT, THE MSS EXECUTE BOTH HER AND THE

BABY’'S FATHER. AN SAYS WOMEN WHO GET PREGNANT USUALLY WRAP THEIR
STOMACHS TIGHTLY TO DISGUISE THE PREGNANCY AS LONG AS POSSIBLE.
THEY ARE KILLED WHEN DISCOVERED.

"BIRTHS ARE SOMETIMES ALLOWED IN THE CAMPS," SAYS AN. "A
HUSBAND AND WIFE WHO ARE IMPRISONED AT THE SAME TIME CAN HAVE
CHILDREN. VERY OBEDIENT INMATES MAY BE ALLOWED TO MARRY AND HAVE
CHILDREN. CAMP RULES FORBID OTHER PREGNANCIES OR BIRTHS."

WHAT, I ASKED AN, ARE THE REASONS THE CAMPS BAN SEX? WHY DO
THEY EXECUTE WOMEN WHO GET PREGNANT? "FIRST," HE SAID, "THERE'S THE
DANGER THAT UNRESTRICTED SEXUAL ACTIVITY, PREGNANCY, AND CHILDBIRTH
WILL TRIGGER A POPULATION EXPLOSION IN THE CAMPS. AN
D, SECOND, WOMEN WHO ARE PREGNANT, WHO DELIVER BABIES, AND WHO
RAISE YOUNG CHILDREN ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO PERFORM CAMP LABOR."

NO AMOUNT OF INTIMIDATION CAN ALTER BASIC INSTINCTS. CAN MALE
INMATES BE INTERESTED SEXUALLY, HOWEVER, IN WOMEN INMATES WHO CANNOT
BATHE, WHO LACK ANY SEMBLANCE OF FEMININE SHAPE, AND WHO DRESS IN
RAGS? "THESE PEOPLE," AN SAYS, "HAVE LOST ALL HOPE A
ND LIVE LIKE WILD ANIMALS. 1IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, SEXUAL RELEASE
BECOMES EVEN MORE A BASIC INSTINCT."

AN SAYS HE EXPERIENCED REAL HUMAN COMPASSION FOR “THESE PITIFUL
PEOPLE" AS HE WATCHED THE INMATES RISK THEIR LIVES TO HAVE SEX.

AN'S COMPASSION DIDN'T PREVENT HIM FROM DESCRIBING CAMP INCIDENTS
THAT DEVELOPED FROM THE SEX PROBLEM.

THE INMATES ENGAGE IN SEX MOSTLY AT NOONTIME BECAUSE CAMP GUARDS
AND THE MSS ENTER ROOMS REPEATEDLY AT NIGHT UNANNOUNCED TO CHECK TO
SEE IF INMATES HAVE ESCAPED. THE INMATES HURRY THROUGH LUNCH AND
THEN HAVE TIME ONLY FOR MOMENTARY SEXUAL UNION, USUA
LLY IN A TOILET, A CORN FIELD, OR IN THE BRUSH AND FOLIAGE. THE
GUARDS CALL THIS ACTIVITY "RABBIT FUCK" OR "LIGHTNING FUCK."

AGE IS NOT A FACTOR IN THESE SEXUAL LIAISONS. THE WOMEN USUALLY
INITIATE SEX BECAUSE, AN SAYS, WOMEN HOLD UP BETTER THAN MEN IN THE
EXTREME CONDITIONS WHICH PREVAIL IN THE CAMPS. THE CAMPS DO NOT
DISCRIMINATE AMONG INMATES, EITHER ALONG SEXUAL LINES

OR BY AGE. INMATES PERFORM CAMP LABOR WHETHER YOUNG, OLD, MALE, OR
FEMALE, AND THEY SUBSIST ON THE SAME RATIONS. THE WOMEN GROW CQURSE
IN PERSONALITY, BECOMING WILD, LIKE ANIMALS.

THERE ARE MANY CASES IN WHICH TROUBLE DEVELOPS WHEN A CAMP GUARD
OR MSS OFFICER HAS SEX WITH A FEMALE INMATE. THE MSS EXECUTE THE
WOMAN IF SHE BECOMES PREGNANT. THE MAN MAY BE DEMOTED, LOSE HIS
POSITION, OR BE "DISCHARGED FROM LIFE," WHICH MEANS BEI
NG RETURNED TO ONE'S BIRTHPLACE WITH A BLEMISHED RECORD THAT RULES
OUT ANY CHANCE OF JOINING THE PARTY. AN TOLD ABOUT SOME PROBLEMS
EXPERIENCED BY GUARDS AND MSS PERSONNEL.

B. YOU DIE IF YOU'RE PREGNANT

KIM MAN-SU WAS A MEMBER OF THE NORTH KOREAN ELITE. HE WAS A
DEPUTY PLATOON LEADER IN THE CAMP GUARD FORCE AT CAMP 13 AND WAS
ALLOWED TO JOIN THE PARTY AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE AGE. KIM LIKED
TO HUNT WILD BOAR AROUND THE SALBAWI GUARD POST, NEAR WORK

GROUP 19 IN THE TONGP’'O ZONE. HUNTING FREQUENTLY IN THE AREA, KIM
MET WORK GROUP GUIDE CH'OE, AND SHE SOON BECAME PREGNANT. CH'OE
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BOUND HER SWELLING ABDOMEN TIGHTLY UNDER HER CLOTHING AND MANAGED TO
ESCAPE NOTICE.

SHE WAS WORKING IN A FIELD IN HER NINTH MONTH WHEN THE BABY
CAME. THE MSS TOOK HER AWAY. HER BABY WAS NO BIGGER THAN A FIST,
SINCE CH'OE HAD LITTLE TO EAT DURING THE PREGNANCY AND BOUND HERSELF
SO TIGHTLY FOR SO LONG. SHE WOULD NOT REVEAL THE NAME
OF THE BABY'S FATHER, EVEN AFTER INITIAL MSS TORTURE BECAUSE SHE
DID NOT WANT KIM TO BE DISCIPLINED. THIS ENRAGED THE MSS TORTURERS,
WHO THREW THE BABY TO A DOG, AND INTRODUCED A SNAKE INTO CH'OE’S
VAGINA. AS THE TORTURE WORSENED, SHE HAD TO TELL THE M
SS THE FATHER'S NAME. THE MSS EXECUTED CH’'OE AND BANISHED KIM TO
THE UNYUL MINE.

AN SAYS WOMEN INMATES WHO BECOME PREGNANT BY THE MSS OR CAMP
GUARDS ARE KILLED IN A MORE BRUTAL WAY THAN ARE OTHER PREGNANT
WOMEN. AN SAYS THIS IS A FORM OF REVENGE AGAINST WOMEN INMATES WHO
TEMPT THE MSS OR THE GUARDS INTO SEXUAL ACTIVITY THAT RUINS

CAREERS. 1IN OCTOBER 1989 A MSS MAJOR SHOT HIMSELF WITH A PISTOL AT
A UNIT DAYROOM IN CAMP 13'S P’'UNGGYE ZONE. THE MAJOR USED ALL THE
WOMEN GUIDES UNDER HIS JURISDICTION IN THE 7TH WORK GROUP AS SO MANY
SEX TOYS. HE SOLD THE INMATES OLD SHOES, CLOTHES
, AND MAKEUP AND MADE 20,000 WON. (INMATES EARN 500 WON PER YEAR TO
KEEP THEM FROM RIOTING.) IN THIS MIDST OF THE MAJOR'’'S BLACK MARKET
ACTIVITIES AND SEXUAL ATHLETICS, A 7TH WORK GROUP GUIDE NAMED YI,
28, GOT PREGNANT.

WHEN HER SIZE BETRAYED HER, THE MSS HAULED HER TO THE DETENTION
BARRACKS, BUT SHE HELD UP UNDER INITIAL TORTURE AND WOULD NOT REVEAL
THE NAME OF THE BABY'S FATHER. THE MSS TORTURERS SLIT HER STOMACH
OPEN, TORE OUT THE FETUS AND STOMPED IT TO DEATH, F
ORCED AN IRON LEVER INTO HER VAGINA, AND APPLIED HIGH-VOLTAGE
ELECTRICITY TO THE LEVER. YI THRASHED AND TURNED RED BEFORE
ESSENTIALLY BURNING TO DEATH.

C. SHOVEL HANDLES: IN AT THE VAGINA, OUT AT THE THROAT

THE MSS ABANDONED HER BODY AT THE EXECUTION SITE, PLACING A
LARGE ROCK ON HER STOMACH TO KEEP THE BODY IN PLACE. (AN SAYS HE
SAW BODIES WITH ROCKS ON THEIR STOMACHS AT THE EXECUTION SITE.) THE
MSS MAJOR HEARD THE WOMAN HAD BEEN SENT TO DETENTION, RE
ALTIZED HIS POLITICAL LIFE WAS OVER, AND ENDED THE REST OF HIS LIFE
WITH A PISTOL.

WHEN AN WAS STATIONED AT CAMP 13 IN 1989, SENIOR PRIVATE O
WON-CH’OL OF 3RD PLATQOON, 2ND COMPANY, WAS ON ROVING PATROL WHEN HE
ENCOUNTERED A YOUNG INMATE AND RAPED HER. (O NOW SERVES AS 3RD
SQUAD LEADER, 2ND PLATOON, 4TH COMPANY AT CAMP 22.) THE FRI
GHTENED GIRL REPORTED THE RAPE TO THE MSS. THE INVESTIGATION THAT
FOLLOWED REVEALED O'S FATHER TO BE DEAN OF FACULTY AT THE MSS
POLITICAL COLLEGE, SO NO ACTION WAS TAKEN AGAINST SENIOR PRIVATE O.
THE GIRL WAS NOT NEARLY SO LUCKY. SHE WAS KILLED FOR "R
UNNING NAKED AT" AND SEDUCING PRIVATE O. SHE DIED HORRIBLY. THEY
CUT OFF HER NIPPLES AND SHOVED A SHOVEL HANDLE UP HER VAGINA UNTIL
IT REACHED THE THROAT. (AN SAID HE SAW A BODY WITH A SHOVEL HANDLE
IN ITS VAGINA.)

AN TOLD ABOUT A GIRL WHOSE NAME HE COULD NOT REMEMBER. SHE
REPATRIATED TO NORTH KOREA FROM OVERSEAS AND WAS INTERNED AT CAMP
13. PEOPLE SAID SHE WAS RELATED TO AN EXECUTIVE IN THE CHOSEN
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SOREN. SHE WAS A PRETTY, GENTLE PERSON, AND A DETENTION BARRA

CKS KEEPER BEGAN SECRETLY GIVING HER FOOD AND BEFORE LONG FELL IN
LOVE WITH HER. SHE COMPLAINED ABOUT BEING SENT TO AN INTERNMENT
CAMP IN A LETTER TO A RELATIVE IN JAPAN AND ASKED THE KEEPER TO MAIL
THE LETTER, WHICH HE DID, ALLOWING AN INMATE TO COMMUNI

CATE WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD.

THE EXTRA FOOD SHE CONSUMED CAUSED HER FACE TO FILL OUT, SOMEONE
NOTICED, AND SHE WAS SENT TO THE DETENTION BARRACKS. THE SUSPICIOUS
KEEPERS TORTURED HER MOST MALICIOUSLY, PUMPING A SMOOTH PIECE OF
WOOD THE SIZE OF A PENIS IN AND OUT OF HER VAGINA IN

SUCH A WAY AS TO KEEP HER IN A STATE OF HEIGHTENED SEXUAL AROUSAL
FOR TWO HOURS, EVENTUALLY CAUSING HER MIND TO SLIP AWAY. AT SOME
POINT, SHE TOLD HER TORTURERS THE STORY OF HER SECRET FOOD SUPPLY.
THE GUILTY KEEPER WAS PUT ON RESTRICTIONS. THE MSS EX
ECUTED THE INMATE.

AN MYONG-CH'OL DID NOT WITNESS THE INCIDENT ABOVE BUT HEARD MOST
OF IT FROM A MSS INTERLOCUTOR. AN DID WITNESS THE RESULT OF AN
INCIDENT INVOLVING HAN CHIN-TOK, 23, AN INMATE AT CAMP 22. HAN WAS
DOWNRIGHT BEAUTIFUL, AND A NUMBER OF THE GUARDS FELL D
ESPERATELY IN LOVE WITH HER. HER FATHER WAS A VETERINARIAN IN
KANGWON PROVINCE’'S ANBYON AND WAS CLOSELY RELATED TO KIM
CH’'ANG-BONG, A SENIOR OFFICIAL WHO WAS PURGED. HAN’'S WHOLE FAMILY
WAS SENT TO THE CAMPS WHEN KIM WAS PURGED. 1IN 1991, AN MYONG-CH'OL

WAS PUT IN CHARGE OF THE PIG PENS AND GOT TO KNOW HAN, WHO WORKED
AT THE PENS.

CAMP GUARD FORCE COMPANY COMMANDER YANG GI-CH’OL STARTED
VISITING THE PENS FREQUENTLY, ENTERING THE AREA AFTER GETTING THE
KEYS FROM AN, WHOSE SQUAD LEADER ORDERED HIM TO TURN OVER THE KEYS.
AN DIDN’T THINK ANY MORE ABOUT IT, BUT YANG AND HAN WERE HA
VING SEXUAL RELATIONS IN THE PENS. SOMEBODY TURNED THEM IN. YANG
WAS PUT ON RESTRICTIONS, AND THE MSS HAULED HAN AWAY TO DETENTION,
WHERE AN UNDERSTOOD SHE HAD DIED.

LATER, AN WENT TO PICK UP A LOAD OF COAL AT THE CAMP’S MINE AND
SAW HAN CHIN-DOK THERE. HE WAS GLAD TO LEARN SHE HAD SURVIVED AND
SPOKE TO HER. SHE TOLD HIM THE DETENTION BARRACKS KEEPERS
GANG-RAPED HER AND THEN TORTURED HER SEVERELY. THEY INSERTED

A PIPE IN HER VAGINA, HURT HER IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY, AND FINALLY
HEATED UP A SKEWER AND BRANDED AN X ON HER CHEST.

D. SEX BETWEEN BROTHERS AND SISTERS, MOTHERS AND SONS

SOBBING, HAN CHIN-DOK SHOWED AN THE SCAR THE HOT METAL LEFT ON

HER CHEST. THE SHAPE OF THE X WAS VERY DISTINCT ON HER BREASTS. AN
ASKED HER WHY THEY LET HER LIVE, AND SHE SAID, "BECAUSE I WAS AN MSS
SPY." HAN WAS PULLING DISCIPLINARY LABOR IN THE

MINE SOMETIME LATER AND WAS INVOLVED IN A TUNNEL CART ACCIDENT
THAT COST BOTH HER LEGS. WHEN SHE RECOVERED SHE WAS ASSIGNED TO
WORK GROUP 44, WHERE SHE SHUCKED CORN ALL DAY. AN SAID HAN CHIN-DOK
WAS THE ONLY FEMALE INVOLVED IN SUCH A SEXUAL INCIDENT H

E HAD EVER KNOWN TO SURVIVE.

SEXUAL ACTIVITY IS SO CIRCUMSCRIBED IN THE CAMPS THAT IT IS AN
OPEN SECRET THAT BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND MOTHERS AND SONS ENGAGE IN
SEXUAL ACTIVITY WITH EACH OTHER. AN SAYS, "THE INMATES ARE NOT
HUMAN BEINGS, AND REFINED TRAITS LIKE MORALITY AND VIRT
UE SIMPLY DON'T EXIST AMONG THEM." THE MSS WERE SO DUMFOUNDED WHEN
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THEY CAUGHT A MOTHER AND SON IN SEXUAL RELATIONS THAT THEY DIDN'T
KILL THEM, SATISFYING THEMSELVES BY ASSIGNING THE SON TO
DISCIPLINARY LABOR IN THE COAL MINE.

AN MYONG-CH'OL SPOKE DIRECTLY WITH INMATE CH’OE SUN-AE, 26,
ABOUT HER SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP WITH HER BROTHER, CH’'OE HUI-YU, 24.

AN ASKED SUN-AE HOW SHE HANDLED HER SEXUAL DESIRES, AND SHE
RESPONDED AS FOLLOWS. "WHEN WE SLEEP AT NIGHT AND SEXUAL CRAVIN

GS OCCUR AND I CAN'T SLEEP, I PLAY WITH MY BROTHER’'S PENIS. 1IN THE
HEAT OF PASSION, I DON'T THINK OF HIM AS MY LITTLE BROTHER, JUST AS
A MAN. MOTHER KNOWS WE DO IT, BUT SHE PRETENDS SHE DOESN'T."

SUN-AE EVENTUALLY BECAME PREGNANT BY HER BROTHER. SHE DID
EVERYTHING TO ABORT THE FETUS, JUMPING OFF A CLIFF, EATING TOXIC
WEEDS, AND DRINKING CONTAMINATED WATER. THE FETUS REFUSED TO ABORT.
SHE STABBED HERSELF IN THE ABDOMEN WITH A STICK; SHE EVEN

DRANK URINE. NOTHING WORKED. SHE FINALLY ATE POISONOUS ROYAL
AZALEA ROOT, AND THIS ABORTED THE FETUS BUT DAMAGED HER LIVER TO THE
POINT WHERE SHE ALMOST DIED. THE OTHER INMATES ARE VERY ENVIOUS OF
A BROTHER AND SISTER BECAUSE THEY CAN RELIEVE THEIR SE
XUAL DESIRES WITH COMPARATIVE EASE.

E. STRIPPED OF THE RIGHT TO DIE

DEATH IS VERY COMMON IN THE CAMPS. THE INMATES SEE IT AS A
NATURAL THING, BUT THAT DOES NOT STOP THEM FROM STRUGGLING ANY WAY
THEY CAN TO CLING TO LIFE. THEY WILL DO ANYTHING FOR A SINGLE EAR
OF CORN, OR A SINGLE CHUNK OF PIG FAT. DESPITE THE SURVI
VAL INSTINCT, HOWEVER, MANY DIE ANYWAY, ABOUT 6-7 PER DAY IN EACH
CAMP, FROM SICKNESS, STARVATION, EXECUTION, OR ACCIDENT.

"IF A GUARD CATCHES AN ESCAPING INMATE, THE GUARD NOT ONLY IS
ALLOWED TO JOIN THE PARTY, HE GETS TO GO TO COLLEGE, TOO. THESE
REWARDS CAUSE ABUSES, CASES WHERE A GUARD WITH AN EYE ON HIS FUTURE
USES HIS RIFLE TO FORCE AN INMATE TO CROSS THE BARBED WI
RE FENCE MARKING THE CAMP PERIMETER AND THEN SHOOTS THE INMATE WHEN
HE IS ON THE OTHER SIDE." THIS GAMBIT BECAME SO COMMON THAT SUCH
INCIDENTS BECAME THE OBJECT OF AN OFFICIAL INVESTIATION.

A CAMP GUARD FORCE JUNIOR SERGEANT ASSIGNED TO CAMP 22'S SECH’'ON
GUARD POST WAS WALKING GUARD WHEN HE HAPPENED UPON A YOUNG FEMALE
INMATE. HE TOOK A GOOD LOOK AT HER AND RECOGNIZED HER AS A GIRL
FROM HIS CLASS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL ON WHOM HE HAD HAD A CR
USH. SHE EXPLAINED TO THE SERGEANT THAT SHE HAD BEEN INTERNED
BECAUSE HER FATHER COMMITTED AN OFFENSE. THE GUARD TOLD HER TO COME
TO THE SAME PLACE THE NEXT DAY, AND HE WOULD HELP HER ESCAPE.

SHE WAS BACK THE NEXT NIGHT. THE JUNIOR SERGEANT FIRST HAD SEX
WITH HER, THEN TOLD HER TO CLIMB THE FENCE AND ESCAPE. SHE
NEGOTIATED THE FENCE WITHOUT THE SLIGHTEST SUSPICION. ONCE SHE WAS
OVER, THE SERGEANT SHOT HER DEAD. THE INVESTIGATING TEAM D
ISCOVERED SEMEN IN HER VAGINA AND DECIDED HER "ESCAPE" HAD BEEN A
SETUP. THE SERGEANT WAS DEMOTED AND REASSIGNED TO CAMP 14.

INMATES FEAR THE DOGS LIKE DEATH ITSELF. THE DOGS ARE TRAINED
TO KILL AND DO SO WITHOUT MERCY. INMATES FLEE FOR THEIR LIVES WHEN
A GUARD WITH A CANINE PARTNER APPROACHES. THE CAMP GUARDS KEEP 5-6
DOGS AT EACH GUARD POST TO USE IN RUNNING DOWN ESCAP
ING INMATES. REGULATIONS STIPULATE DOGS USED FOR SUCH DUTIES MUST
BE MILITARY ANIMALS, BUT HUNTING DOGS ARE TRAINED FOR THE JOB
BECAUSE MILITARY ANIMALS ARE VERY SCARCE.

MAYBE IT’'S THE DOGS' TRAINING, BUT WHATEVER THE REASON THEY DO
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NOT BOTHER CAMP GUARDS, MSS PERSONNEL, OR THEIR DEPENDENTS. WHEN AN
INMATE APPEARS, HOWEVER, THE DOGS IMMEDIATELY BECOME AGITATED AND
DISPLAY UNRESTRAINEDLY AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR. AN TELLS

OF INSTANCES IN WHICH THE DOGS KILLED INMATES.

"THE DOGS KILLED TWO WOMEN INMATES AT CAMP 13 IN JULY 1988.

THEY CONSUMED ALL THE WOMEN'S FLESH, LEAVING NOTHING BUT BONES. I
WAS RIGHT THERE AND SAW IT ALL. THE MSS FED TWO 15-YEAR OLD BOYS TO
THE DOGS IN MAY 1991. IT IS NOTHING TO FEED AN INMATE

TO THE DOGS."

AN TELLS OF ANOTHER INSTANCE OF COMPLETE DISREGARD FOR HUMAN
LIFE DURING A MAY 1993 FIRE AT CAMP 22'S COAL MINE. "A FIERCE FIRE
BROKE OUT AT THE MINE. SOME INMATES ASSIGNED TO THE MINE GOT OUT
WHEN THE FIRE STARTED, BUT DOZENS WERE TRAPPED INSIDE.

THE MSS SUPERVISOR OF MINE OPERATIONS DIRECTED THAT A CHARGE BE SET
OFF AT THE MOUTH OF THE MINE IN AN ATTEMPT TO SNUFF OUT THE FIRE.
THE INMATES REFUSED, REMINDING THE MSS MAN OF THE INMATES STILL
TRAPPED INSIDE. THE MSS FIRED BLANK ROUNDS TO BREAK UP

THE GROUP. ' THEY SET OFF THE CHARGE, AND THE FLAMES DID STOP, BUT 50
INMATES WERE INSIDE THE MINE AT THE TIME, AND NONE SURVIVED."

INMATES FREQUENTLY DIE MERELY TO PRESERVE THE HONOR OF CAMP
GUARDS OR THE MSS. IN OCTOBER 1993 CAMP 22'S CAMP GUARD FORCE UNIT,
OF WHICH AN MYONG-CH'OL WAS A MEMBER, RECEIVED THE COVETED "THREE
REVOLUTIONS RED FLAG" AWARD. AN SAYS HIS UNIT WON THE H
ONOR ON THE BODIES OF MANY DEAD INMATES.

"THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION SEGMENT OF THE THREE REVOLUTIONS
PROGRAM CONTAINS A SECTION CALLING FOR WELL-GROOMED GUARD POSTS. 1IN
A BID TO WIN PROGRAM HONORS, THE CAMP GUARD FORCE’S LEADERS FROM MAY
TO OCTOBER 1993 MOBILIZED INMATES TO TEAR DOWN AND REBU
ILD EVERY IMPORTANT GUARD POST IN CAMP 22. TWENTY INMATES LOST
THEIR LIVES IN THE PROCESS." DURING THIS PROJECT, THE GUARD UNIT
FED THE INMATES A LUNCH CONCOCTED OF SPOILED TOMATOES, THE ODD PORK
BONE, AND EVEN A LITTLE RICE. THE GUARDS LAUGHED AND HOO
TED AS THEY WATCHED THE INMATES FIGHT EACH OTHER VICIOUSLY TO GET TO
THE BROTH AND ITS PORK BONES AND PITIFULLY FEW GRAINS OF RICE. THE
INMATES LAPPED UP THE STUFF RAVENOUSLY BECAUSE IT WAS SO SUPERIOR TO
THEIR USUAL LUNCH OF STEAMED CORN KERNELS.

4. THE EXECUTIONERS: THE MSS 3RD BUREAU

A. SMOKE FROM THE 3RD BUREAU’'S CHIMNEY: HITLER CREATED A
LIVING HELL DURING WORLD WAR II, EXTERMINATING MILLIONS OF JEWS AND
LEAVING A BARBARIC SCAR ON THE HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION. LAST YEAR
STEVEN SPIELBERG'S "SHINDLER'S LIST" RECALLED THE HORROR
OF THOSE YEARS TO VIEWERS' MINDS, SHOCKING US BUT AT THE SAME TIME
SOUNDING A WARNING BELL. HOW SHOULD WE REACT WHEN WE LEARN THAT
NORTH KOREA'’S INTERNMENT CAMPS ARE REPEATING THE SAME KIND OF
EXTERMINATION?

AN MYONG-CH'OL’'S ACCOUNT INFORMS US THAT THE 3RD BUREAU, MSS, IS
A UNIT OF MURDERERS NO DIFFERENT FROM THOSE WHO OPERATED AT
AUSCHWITZ. THE 3RD BUREAU IS ALSO CALLED THE PRELIMINARY
ADJUDICATION BUREAU. THE 7TH BUREAU, MSS, OPERATES NORTH KOREA’'S IN
TERNMENT CAMPS, BUT AN SAYS THE 3RD BUREAU OPERATES A STATION AT
EACH CAMP. THIRD BUREAU PERSONNEL CONDUCT EXECUTIONS, RESEARCH
TORTURE TECHNOLOGY, EXPERIMENT ON LIVING INMATES, RENDER OIL FROM
HUAN BEINGS, AND COMMIT OTHER DEPREDATIONS.
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"THE 3RD BUREAU'S CAMP 13 STATION WAS LOCTED AT CHUKGIGOL IN
1984. TIT MOVED FOR A SHOR TIME TO CAMP 16 BUT RETURNED IN 1986 TO
CAMP 13. WHEN CAMP 13 WAS DISBANDED, THE STATION RETURNED TO CAMP
16 IN MAY 1990.

AN BEGAN TO LEARN OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE 3RD BUREAU IN OCTOBER
1987 WHEN HE WAS ASSIGNED TO A CAMP 13 GUARD POST. AN WAS IN CHARGE
OF TOKGOL SUBGUARDPOST, SOUTH OF SALBAUI GUARD POST. HE HEARD THE
FOLLOWING CONVERSATION WHILE ON DUTY WITH SQUAD LEA
DER SERGEANT PAK NAM, THEN 26; WORK TEAM CHIEF YI UI-SONG, THEN 24;
AND SENIOR PRIVATE KIM CHOL-MAN, THEN 20.

B. HUMAN OIL FOR COSMETICS?

YI UI-SONG: COMRADE SERGEANT. YESTERDAY MORNING I SAW SMOKE
BILLOWING OUT OF THE 3RD BUREAU’'S BUILDING. IS IT TRUE THE 3RD
BUREAU KILLS INMATES AND RENDERS THEIR FAT?

PAK NAM: WHEN THE 3RD BUREAU MOVED OVER TO CAMP 16, I WAS ON
PATROL NEAR PANHANNYONG AND WENT INTO A 3RD BUREAU TUNNEL AT
CHUKGIGOL. THE PLACE REEKED OF BLOOD, AND THE TUNNEL WALLS WERE
STAINED WITH BLOOD AND PLASTERED WITH PATCHES OF HUMAN HAIR. I
T WAS SO TERRIBLE I COULDN’'T SLEEP THAT NIGHT. THE SMOKE YOU SAW
WAS THE 3RD BUREAU BURNING THE BONES OF CAMP OFFENDERS FROM WHOM
THEY ALREADY HAVE RENDERED THE OIL. YOU’'RE IN BIG TROUBLE IF YOU
DARE TO OPEN YOUR MOUTH ABOUT THE 3RD BUREAU. BE CAREFUL.

YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN THOSE GUYS WILL PUT A BULLET THROUGH THE BACK
OF YOUR HEAD.

YI UI-SONG: HOW DO THEY EXTRACT OIL FROM HUMAN BEINGS? WHAT
COULD YOU DO WITH HUMAN OIL IF YOU HAD IT?

PAK NAM: TI’'VE HEARD THEY THROW PEOPLE LIVE INTO BOILING WATER
IN A BIG POT. WHEN THEY'RE BOILED, THEY STRIP OFF THE FAT AND
RENDER IT LIKE PORK FAT. I HEARD HITLER RENDERED HUMAN FAT IN WORLD
WAR II AND USED THE OIL TO MAKE COSMETICS. I THINK THAT

'S HOW THE 3RD BUREAU USES IT.

IN EARLY 1988, AN MYONG-CH'OL WAS ASSIGNED TO BATTALION
HEADQUARTERS. ONE MORNING IN EARLY MAY OF THAT YEAR, HE WAS PULLING
DUTY AT THE GUARD POST LOCATED AT THE BATTALION'S FRONT GATE. HE
HAD AN UNRESTRICTED VIEW OF THE 3RD BUREAU'S STATION AT CHUK
GIGOL FROM THE GUARD POST

AT ABOUT 2:30AM HE WAS THINKING OF HOME AND COUNTING STARS WHEN
BLACK SMOKE BEGAN TO SPEW FROM THE STATION'S CHIMNEY. AN WAS
STARTLED BECAUSE HE IMMEDIATELY RECALLED WHAT PAK NAM HAD TOLD YI
UI-SONG. WHEN HE GOT OFF DUTY, HE REPORTED THE SMOKE TO TH
E GUARD POST COMMANDER, WHO SAID, "YOU'RE NEW, AND IT LOOKS LIKE YOU
DON’T KNOW ANYTHING. THAT SMOKE'S FROM BURNING HUMAN BONES. THAT'S
ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW." ALMOST ALL THE CAMP GUARDS HAD SEEN THE
SMOKE FROM THE BURNING BONES WHILE STANDING GUARD DUT
Y 1IN THE WEE HOURS OF THE MORNING.

AN MYONG-CH’'OL BEGAN TO LEARN DETAILS ABOUT THE 3RD BUREAU AFTER
HE WAS ASSIGNED TO TEMPORARY DUTY AS A DRIVER IN 1989. DRIVERS
DELIVER RATIONS AND OTHER MATERIAL THROUGHOUT THE CAMP AND DEVELOP A
BROAD RANGE OF CONTACTS AMONG WORK GROUP DIRECTORS AN
D OTHER MSS PERSONNEL. IN HIS MANY TRIPS AND VISITS THROUGH THE
CAMP, AN HEARD MANY ACCOUNTS OF THE GRISLY ACTIVITIES OF THE 3RD
BUREAU FROM SENIOR MSS AND SENIOR CAMP GUARD PERSONNEL.

IN THE FALL OF 1989 AN HAD TO STOP FREQUENTLY AT THE MOTOR POOL
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TO HAVE A VEHICLE PROBLEM LOOKED AT. THE TRANSPORTATION SECTION WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL CAMP VEHICLES, AND A VEHICLE BELONGING TO THE
3RD BUREAU STOPPED BY FOR REPAIRS WHILE AN WAS THERE

AN WAS SMOKING AND CHATTING WITH YI MYONG-HAK (THEN DRIVER FOR
DIRECTOR OF THE CAMP’'S POLITICAL DEPARTMENT AND NOW A FUEL TANK
GUARD AT CAMP 22'S TRANSPORTATION SECTION), A DRIVER FROM THE CAMP'’S
RAW MATERIALS SECTION, AND A DRIVER FROM THE REAR AREA SE
CTION. TWO DRIVERS FROM THE 3RD BUREAU AND THE SECURITY SECTION
CHIEF HAD DRIVEN UP.

YI MYONG-HAK STARED AT THE MEN FROM THE 3RD BUREAU AND SAID,
"MAN, I MEAN THOSE GUYS ARE REAL LUCKY. I HEAR THEY GET GIFTS EVERY
MONTH FROM KIM IL-SONG AND KIM CHONG-IL. THEY CAN GO ANYWHERE THEY
WANT WITHOUT BEING CHALLENGED; THEY CAN HAVE ANY BROA
D THEY WANT. MAN, THAT’'S LIVING!"
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INTRODUCTION:

THIS MESSAGE IS PART 4 OF AN 8-PART CABLE (SEE ABOVE
REFERENCES) PROVIDING A TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE, TITLED "NORTH
KOREA'S GULAG: 200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN FIVE HUGE CAMPS,"
CARRIED IN THE MARCH 1995 ISSUE OF WOLGAN CHOSON (MONTHLY CHOSON),
A MONTHLY JOURNAL PUBLISHED BY THE CHOSOM ILBO (NEWSPAPER). THE
ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY CHOSON ILBO REPORTER KIM YONG-SAM UNDER THE
EDITORIAL SUPERVISION OF SENIOR POLITICAL EDITOR CHO KAP-CHE, AND IS
BASED ON KIM’'S EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH ((AN)) MYONG-

CH'OL, A NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR WHO WORKED AS A DRIVER FOR NORTH
KOREA’S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY AT TWO POLITICAL PRISONER
INTERNMENT CAMPS. AN MYONG-CH’'OL ESCAPED FROM NORTH KOREA AND
DEFECTED TO THE ROK IN SEPTEMBER 1994. WOLGAN CHOSON CONTRACTED TH
E TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE INTO FOUR LANGUAGES -- ENGLISH,
GERMAN, FRENCH AND JAPANESE -- AND COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS WERE
MADE AVAILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA. WOLGAN CHOSON GRANTED
PERMISSION FOR THIS DISSEMINATION OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION

FOR OFFICIAL USE, BUT FURTHER DISSEMINATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL USER
CHANNELS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF WOLGAN CHOSON.

BEGIN PART4 OF 8
C. "CROWS" DRIVE OFF WITH INMATES

THAT REMARK TRIGGERED A FLOOD OF FURTIVE SHARING AMONG THE
GROUP. AN RECALLS BELOW WHAT HE HEARD THAT DAY AND WHAT HE HEARD
FROM MANY SOURCES OVER TIME AROUND THE CAMP. ORDINARILY, THE LONGER
A RUMOR CIRCULATES THE MORE OVERBLOWN IT TENDS TO BECOME.

WE CANNOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY, THEREFORE, THAT WHAT AN HEARD
FROM OTHERS IN THE CAMP MAY BE EXAGGERATED. DESPITE THIS DRAWBACK,
AN’'S STATEMENTS AT LEAST PROVIDE US WITH SOLID INFORMATION THE 3RD
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BUREAU EXISTS AND PROVIDES AT LEAST A DIM OUTLINE OF
THE ORGANIZATION.
"WHEN YOU THROW PEOPLE INTO BOILING WATER IN A BIG POT, THEY

THRASH ABOUT TERRIBLY FOR A WHILE BUT GROW QUIET WITHIN FIVE MINUTES.

"WHEN YOU SEVER A HUMAN'S WRIST OR HEEL WITH A KNIFE, WHITE
TENDONS APPEAR. YOU CAN PULL THESE OUT WITH PLIERS, DRY THEM, AND
USE THEM TO MAKE A SWAGGER STICK OF EXCEPTIONAL TOUGHNESS.

"I HEARD HITLER IN WORLD WAR II SLEPT IN A BED MADE OF LIVING
PEOPLE. THAT'S SUPPOSED TO BE THE BEST POSSIBLE WAY TO GET A REALLY
SOUND, REFRESHING NIGHT'S SLEEP. THIRD BUREAU GUYS MIMIC HITLER BY
SLEEPING IN BEDS MADE OF PEOPLE. YOU TIE INMATES' L
EGS, ARMS, AND NECKS AND SPREAD BLANKETS OVER THEM, AND IT MAKES THE
BEST POSSIBLE BED.

"THEY TIED A MAN AND A WOMAN UPSIDE DOWN AND CUT THEIR CAROTID
ARTERIES, LETTING THE BLOOD SPILL OUT TO SEE WHETHER MEN OR WOMEN
HAVE MORE BLOOD. THEY STARVED MEN AND WOMEN TO SEE WHICH SEX COULD

LAST LONGER WITHOUT FOOD. "THEY RESEARCHED HOW PEOPLE
- REACT TO BLOWS TO VITAL AREAS. THEY MADE A TONIC OUT OF HUMAN
UTERUSES. IT IS TAKEN BY INJECTION AND IS GREAT FOR SEXUAL STAMINA.
I HEARD THEY PROVIDED IT AS A GIFT TO KIM CHONG-IL

"THE MSS 3RD BUREAU ARE HUMAN BUTCHERS. WHEN THEY HAVE AN
INMATE READY, THEY DRINK THE GIFT BOOZE KIM IL-SONG AND KIM CHONG-IL
SENDS THEM BEFORE THEY GET STARTED. ONCE THEY START THEY ARE
MASTERS OF THEIR CRAFT. THEY DON'T BAT AN EYE.

"THEY TESTED THE EFFECT OF USING A RUBBER HAMMER ON A HUMAN.
THEY FOUND IF YOU HIT A PERSON WITH A RUBBER-HEADED HAMMER ON THE
BACK OF THE SKULL, IT PARALYZES BRAIN FUNCTION, CAUSES MEMORY LOSS,
AND ESSENTIALLY TURNS THE PERSON INTO A VEGETABLE. THE
Y ALSO TESTED THE STRENGTH OF BLOW NECESSARY TO CAUSE DEATH. I
HEARD THEY LET SPECIAL OPERATIONS MILITARY UNITS USE SOME INMATES
ASSIGNED TO MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS FOR FIRING PRACTICE AND FOR
PRACTICE IN STEALTHY, HAND-TO-HAND MURDER."

AN SAYS THAT WHEN THE 3RD BUREAU NEEDS PEOPLE, A FIVE TON ZIL
TRUCK ROARS INTO CAMP. THE TRUCK IS COVERED IN CANVAS TO FRUSTRATE
PRYING EYES BUT HAS A SMALL WINDOW TOWARD THE FRONT. THE TRUCK DOES
NOT HAVE A LICENSE PLATE AND IS PAINTED BLACK. CAMP

INMATES CALL IT THE "CROW," AND WORD THE CROW IS COMING THROWS
INMATES INTO A PANIC. THE CROW APPEARS ONCE A MONTH LIKE CLOCKWORK,
PICKING UP 20-30 INMATES TO WORK ON THE MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.
ACTUALLY CROWS ALWAYS CAME IN PAIRS, MEANING THAT EA
CH MONTH THE TRUCKS HAUL AWAY 40-60 PEOPLE. "MAJOR CONSTRUCTION
PROJECTS REFERS TO SECRET TUNNELS OR UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR FACILITIES,
BUT NOBODY KNOWS WHERE THE CROWS TAKE INMATES."

KANG CH’OL-HWAN WAS INTERNED AT CAMP 15 BUT HAD NEVER HEARD OF
THE 3RD BUREAU. HE DID SAY, "ONCE A MONTH A FIVE TON RUSSIAN TRUCK
WOULD TAKE PEOPLE TO WORK ON THE MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS."
KANG’S DESCRIPTION OF THE TRUCK AND USE OF THE TERM, "MA
JOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS" MATCHES AN’S ACCOUNT. BOTH SAY NOBODY
TAKEN AWAY IN THE TRUCKS EVER RETURNED. KANG EXPLAINS IT THIS WAY.

"A BLACK TRUCK WOULD APPEAR REGULARLY IN THE EARLY MORNING
HOURS, LOAD UP WITH INMATES, AND DRIVE AWAY. RUMOR HAD IT THE TRUCK
RETURNED INMATES TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD. WHEN THEY FREED AN INMATE IN
THE REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE, YOU HAD TO ATTEND A LITTLE CER
EMONY IN WHICH CAMP OFFICIALS ANNOUNCED YOU HAD BEEN CLEARED AND
COULD RETURN TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD. THE PEOPLE TAKEN AWAY IN THE
TRUCKS HAD NOT GONE THROUGH THIS PROCEDURE, SO WE DIDN’'T BELIEVE THE
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RUMOR ABOUT RELEASE. WE THOUGHT THEY WERE BEING HAULED
A WAY TO THE ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONE OR BEING MOBILIZED TO WORK ON
MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS."

D. THE 3RD BUREAU OPERATES IN STRICTEST SECRECY: AFTER THE 3RD
BUREAU’S STATION MOVED TO CAMP 16 IN MAY 1990, AN MYONG-CH’'OL, HIS
BUDDY HAM KI-HUNG, AND THREE OTHER CAMP GUARDS WERE ASSIGNED TO
REMOVE THE BARBED WIRE FROM THE STATION’S NOW EMPTY UND
ERGROUND BUNKER. THE STATION’'S PERIMETER GUARD POST HAD BEEN TORN
DOWN; ONLY A FEW BRICKS REMAINED. THE SAME WAS TRUE OF THE
SMOKESTACK, A MACHINE-GUN TOWER, AND THE STATION’'S HEADQUARTERS
ITSELF, WHICH HAD COMPRISED TWO BUILDINGS A KILOMETER FROM THE P
ERIMETER GUARD POST. ALL HAD BEEN DESTROYED. THE GUARDS FOUND THE
ENTRANCES TO TWO TUNNELS A KILOMETER FARTHER DOWN THE VALLEY.

"THE TUNNEL ENTRANCE HAD BEEN DESTROYED AND COVERED UP WITH
EARTH TO WITHIN ABOUT 20 INCHES OF THE TOP. I WANTED TO SEE WHAT
WAS INSIDE, SO I TRIED TO CRAWL THROUGH THE SPACE. I HAD GONE
BARELY SIX INCHES WHEN I REALIZED THE TUNNEL HAD COLLAPSED, AN
D I COULD GO NO FARTHER. THE PLACE REEKED OF BLOOD AND GUNPOWDER,
AND I STAGGERED BACK, RETCHING."

THE CAMP GUARDS AND EVEN THE REGULAR MSS ARE AFRAID OF THE 3RD
BUREAU'S STATION AND ARE VERY GUARDED EVEN ABOUT MENTIONING IT, AS
WELL THEY MIGHT BE IN VIEW OF RUMORS THE 3RD BUREAU KILLS THOSE WHO
BECOME PRIVY TO THEIR OPERATIONS. MEMBERS OF SECTION

1 (SECURITY) OF THE CAMP'S SECURITY DEPARTMENT ARE AWARE OF THE
3RD BUREAU’'S EXISTENCE AND SOME OF ITS ACTIVITIES BECAUSE THE
SECTION’S PERSONNEL TYPICALLY SERVE EXTENDED TOURS OF DUTY, BUT AN
SAYS FIRST SECTION MSS PERSONNEL ARE CAREFUL TO SAY AS LITTL
E AS POSSIBLE ABOUT THE 3RD BUREAU.

THE 3RD BUREAU MAINTAINS VERY TIGHT SECURITY, AND AN HAS LITTLE
INFORMATION ABOUT IT. HE SAYS, "ALL 3RD BUREAU GUYS ARE MAJORS OR
ABOVE AND WEAR CIVILIAN CLOTHES IN PEACETIME. THEIR UNIFORMS ARE
IDENTICAL TO THOSE OF OTHER MSS PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO
THE CAMPS, SO THEY CANNOT BE IDENTIFIED BY DISTINCTIVE UNIFORMS.
THOSE ASSIGNED TO THE 3RD BUREAU ARE GRADUATES OF THE MSS POLITICAL
COLLEGE AND HAVE STUDIED TORTURE OR EXPERIMENTS ON LIVE HUMANS."

5. THE MSS AND CAMP GUARDS CONTROL THE GULAG

A. VALUABLE TOOLS OF REGIME SUPPORT: THE MSS OPERATE NORTH
KOREA’S INTERNMENT CAMPS, AND THE CAMP GUARD FORCE PROVIDES SECURITY
IN THE CaMPS. THE MSS AND THE CAMP GUARDS, THEN, ARE DIRECTLY
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COMPLETE ABSENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN TH
E GULAG. DO THEY REALLY HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO TREAT THE INMATES
INHUMANELY, EVEN TO KILL THEM? AN MYONG-CH’'OL SAYS, "YOU’'D
UNDERSTAND IF YOU COULD SEE THE SITUATION IN THE CAMPS." THE MSS
ARE THE CENTER OF THE CAMPS. MSS PERSONNEL ARE CAREFULLY SELECT
ED FOR IDEOLOGICAL PURITY AND STRONG LOYALTY TO THE PARTY. MSS
PERSONNEL SELECTED TO SERVE IN CAMPS FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS ARE
CHOSEN ON THE BASIS OF THEIR "PURE CLASS RATING AND STRONG SOCIALIST
FOUNDATION. "

AN SAYS 400 MSS PERSONNEL AND 560 CAMP GUARDS HANDLE CAMP 22.
MSS PERSONNEL, MILITARY PERSONNEL, CAMP GUARDS, AND THEIR DEPENDENTS
BRING CAMP 22‘'S TOTAL OFFICIAL COMPLEMENT TO AROUND 10,000. AN SAYS
CAMP 13 HAD ABOUT 200 MSS PERSONNEL, 300 GUARDS, A
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ND 1,500 DEPENDENTS.

"THE MSS PERSONNEL, " AN SAYS, "HAVE THE FINEST SOCIALIST
FOUNDATIONS IN NORTH KOREA. THEY'RE LOYAL TO KIM IL-SONG AND KIM
CHONG-IL, EVEN WORSHIPFUL, AND THEY'RE VICIOUS COMMIES." AN MADE
THE FOLLOWING POINTS ABOUT STANDARDS FOR SELECTION TO SERVE IN

THE MSS OR IN THE CAMP GUARD FORCE.

TO BE SELECTED, ONE MUST BE THE DESCENDANT OF A MAN WHO FOUGHT
IN THE GUERRILLA WAR AGAINST THE JAPANESE, THE DESCENDANT OF A MAN
WHO SERVED AS A POLICEMAN DURING THE KOREAN WAR, THE CHILD OR CLOSE
RELATIVE OF A MAN WHO PRESENTLY SERVES IN THE MSS, TH
E CHILD OF A PERSON WHO SERVES NOW OR WHO HAS SERVED IN THE PAST AT
A MSS INTERNMENT CAMP, THE CHILD OR CLOSE RELATIVE OF A MSS PERSON
WHO DIED WHILE SERVING AT AN INTERNMENT CAMP, A PERSON WHO SERVED AS
A CAMP GUARD AT AN INTERNMENT CAMP WHILE COMPLETING

HIS MILITARY OBLIGATION AND WHO THEN GRADUATES FROM THE MSS
POLITICAL COLLEGE AND IS ASSIGNED AS A MSS MEMBER TO SERVE AT AN
INTERNMENT CAMP; A PERSON WHO SERVES AS AN OFFICER IN THE CAMP GUARD
AND WHO -LEAVES THE SERVICE AND TRANSFERS TO THE MSS; OR A PE
RSON FULFILLING HIS MILITARY DUTY AS A CAMP GUARD WHOM THE MSS
DECIDE IT LIKES. THE MSS HAVE SUCH PEOPLE TRANSFERRED TO THE MSS.

MSS PERSONNEL RECEIVE EXTRAORDINARILY PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT
BECAUSE THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MANAGING THE CAMPS, WHICH ARE
REGARDED AS TOP SECRET IN NORTH KOREA. MOST MSS PERSONNEL ARE IN
THEIR 40S AND 505, AND THEY RETIRE AT AGE 60. EVEN AFTER THEY

RETIRE, THEY BELONG TO THE SELECT "600-60 CLASS," PERSONS WHO
RECEIVE 600 GRAMS OF FOOD RATION PER DAY AND A 60 WON STIPEND PER
MONTH. THERE IS A "DEPENDENT VILLAGE" IN EACH CAMP FOR THE FAMILIES
OF MSS PERSONNEL, CAMP GUARDS, AND MILITARY OFFICERS. TH
E DEPENDENT VILLAGES ARE ON A DIFFERENT PLANET FROM THE CAMP
PROPER, LIKE A HEAVEN IN THE CENTER OF A DEATH CAMP.

B. HEAVEN AND HELL INSIDE THE SAME FENCE: THE MSS PERSONNEL’S
LIFE STYLE IS EQUIVALENT TO THAT OF THE RANK OF CADRE OR ABOVE.
THEY HAVE BEEF ON THE TABLE EVERY DAY, AND THEIR RATIONS INCLUDE
PRECIOUS SEAFOOD LIKE OCTOPUS AND SHARK TWICE A MONTH. O
N HOLIDAYS THEY EACH GET 11 POUNDS OF PORK, ONE CHICKEN, ONE DUCK,
20 EGGS, 2.4 PINTS OF BEER, ONE PINT OF STRONGER ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE,
SUGAR, CANDY, VARIOUS VEGETABLES, WATERMELON, AND OTHER SWEET
MELONS. AN NOTES, "THE MSS PERSONNEL EAT SO WELL THEY HA
VE OVERWEIGHT PROBLEMS LIKE THE PEOPLE IN SOUTH KOREA." THE CAMP
COMMANDER AND THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR LIVE IN
FREESTANDING, 5-ROOM HOUSES. MSS PERSONNEL AND GUARDS WITH FAMILIES
LIVE IN THREE-ROOM DUPLEXES WITH INDOOR BATHING FACILITIES. IT
IS COMMON FOR ONE HOME TO HAVE TWO OR THREE COLOR TELEVISION SETS,
AND THEY ALL HAVE THE "“OJANG, YUKGI," (5 CHESTS, 6 MACHINES) DESIRED
BY ALL NORTH KOREANS: A DRESSER, A BLANKET CHEST, A SIDE DISH
CUPBOARD, A WARDROBE, AND A DESK; A TELEVISION SET, REFR

IGERATOR, TAPE RECORDER, CAMERA, WASHING MACHINE, AND SEWING MACHINE.

THEY LIVE SUMPTUOUS DAILY LIVES. THEIR MONTHLY SALARY IS HIGHER
THAN MSS PERSONNEL WHO DO NOT SERVE AT THE INTERNMENT CAMPS. A MSS
MAJOR IN A REGULAR UNIT RECEIVES ABOUT 100 WON PER MONTH, WHILE MSS
PERSONNEL WORKING AT THE CAMPS RECEIVE A TOTAL OF
ABOUT 250 WON, COUNTING THEIR ZONE ALLOWANCE. THE EXTRA MONEY IS
THE PRICE OF SILENCE. RICE PRODUCED AT THE CAMPS IS NOT SUPPLIED TO
THE STATE BUT IS CONSUMED BY THE MSS PERSONNEL ON SITE. THE MSS
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PERSONNEL CAN USE AS THEY PLEASE ANY OTHER PRODUCT OF T

HE CAMPS, ALTHOUGH ONLY AFTER THE STATE'S QUOTA IS MET. AN SAYS
THESE EXTRA BENEFITS MOTIVATE THEM TO "COMMIT HORRIBLE THINGS
WITHOUT THE SLIGHTEST PANG OF CONSCIENCE."

C. THE MSS: MODERN-DAY LANDLORDS

EXAMINING THIS INFORMATION ON THE CAMP MSS, IT BECOMES OBVIOUS
THEY ARE TO THIS CENTURY WHAT NOBLES WERE TO FEUDAL TIMES. THEIR
LIFE STYLE IS SO SUMPTUOUS EVEN THE CAMP GUARDS CALL THEM
"MODERN-DAY LANDLORDS" BEHIND THEIR BACKS.

"THE CAMPS ARE LIVING HELLS FOR THE INMATES, BUT THEY ARE
HEAVEN ON EARTH FOR THE MSS," SAYS AN MYONG-CH'OL. "THEY DRINK
BOOZE EVERY NIGHT AND LEAD A VERY HAPPY LIFE. OUT IN THE WORK
ZONES, THEY HAVE THE INMATES WASH THEIR HANDS, WASH THEIR FEET,

TRIM THEIR FINGERNAILS, CUT THEIR TOENAILS. THE SEE THE INMATES AS
MSS SLAVES."

THE CAMP GUARD FORCE COMES IN FOR ITS OWN SHARE OF
PERQUISITES. CAMP GUARDS ENJOY GUARANTEED FUTURES. THEY CAN EXPECT
TO BE ASSIGNED TO ATTRACTIVE CIVILIAN JOBS. CAMP GUARD FORCE
NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS SERVE FOR 10 YEARS, EACH IS ALLOWED TO JOI
N TH E PARTY WHEN HE LEAVES THE SERVICE, AND MORE THAN 60& ARE
ALLOWED TO ATTEND COLLEGE. THEY ARE ASSIGNED TO THE MSS’'S POLITICAL
COLLEGE WHEN THEY GRADUATE UNIVERSITY. WHEN THEY FINISH THERE, THEY
WIN MSS COMMISSIONS AND RETURN TO SERVE IN THE GULAG.

THOSE WHO COMPLETE MANDATORY MILITARY SERVICE IN THE CAMP
GUARD FORCE BUT WHO CANNOT GO ON TO COLLEGE OR WHO CANNOT QUALIFY
FOR A MILITARY COMMISSION ARE ASSIGNED AS LABORERS AT ONE OF THE
MSS’S P’'YONGYANG CONSTRUCTION SITES. THIS IS A PRIZED ASSIG
NMENT BECAUSE IT INCLUDES THE COVETED RIGHT TO LIVE IN P’'YONGYANG.

CAMP GUARDS RECEIVE SUPERIOR FOOD RATIONS. THE ENLISTED MEN
CALL FIELD GRADE OFFICERS "GOURMETS" THEY EAT SO WELL. THE GUARDS
RECEIVE A WEEKLY RATION OF VEGETABLES AND MEAT PRODUCED AT THE CAMP.
THEY SWAP COAL PRODUCED IN THE FORCED-LABOR MINE FO
R DELICACIES LIKE FISH AND MANAGE TO EAT HIGH QUALITY FOOD.

THE CAMP GUARDS’ FOOD RATION, HOWEVER, IS LIMITED IN QUANTITY.
WHEN NORTH KOREA'S OVERALL FOOD SHORTAGE WORSENED SHARPLY IN 1992,
ENLISTED CAMP GUARDS WERE REDUCED TO EATING CORN PORRIDGE AND WERE
SO HUNGRY THEY STOLE FROM WAR RESERVE SUPPLIES. TH
EFT OF THESE SUPPLIES IS A CAPITAL CRIME, WHICH SUGGESTS THE
SERIOUSNESS OF THE FOOD SHORTAGE.

THE MSS AND CAMP GUARDS ARE HEAVILY ARMED, BOTH TO GUARD THE
INMATES AND TO DEFEND THE CAMPS AGAINST OUTSIDE ATTACK. MSS
PERSONNEL AND MILITARY OFFICERS CARRY PISTOLS, WHILE ENLISTED CAMP
GUARDS ARE ARMED WITH AK 58 AND AK 68 RIFLES. CAMP 22’'S ARM
ORY CONTAINS 500 PISTOLS, 1,000 AK RIFLES, EIGHT FOUR-BARREL 14.5MM
ANTIAIRCRAFT MACHINE-GUNS, AND EIGHT HEAVY MACHINE-GUNS. THE CAMP
GUARDS TRAIN HEAVILY IN AIR DEFENSE TO BE PREPARED AGAINST AIRBORNE
ATTACKS BY SOUTH KOREA'S SPECTIAL WARFARE COMMAND (SW
C).

CAMP 22 POSSESSES 20 JEEPS AND 50 TRUCKS. AS A DRIVER, AN IS
WELL INFORMED ABOUT VEHICLES. SOME OF THE VEHICLES RUN ON CHARCOAL,
BUT AN SAYS THEY LACK POWER. "THE CHARCOAL TRUCKS ARE NO GOOD AT
ALL. THEY BREAK DOWN ALL THE TIME AND HAVE VERY LIT
TLE POWER. YOU CAN WALK FASTER THAN THEY CAN GO UP A HILL. THE
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THING IS, YOU CAN RELAX WHEN YOU DRIVE THEM BECAUSE YOU DON’'T HAVE
TO WORRY ABOUT FUEL ALL THE TIME. THE TRUCKS BURN OAK, PINE CONES,
AND CORN COBS."

THE WOOD-BURNING TRUCKS ARE USED MOSTLY FOR REAR AREA
MISSIONS, LIKE HAULING PROVISIONS TO GUARD POSTS, WHILE TRUCKS FOR
OPERATIONAL PURPOSES, WHICH BURN OIL PRODUCTS, ARE USED ONLY IN
EMERGENCIES. AS NORTH KOREA'S GENERAL OIL SHORTAGE WORSENED, AN

SAY S, THE CAMPS CONVERTED EQUIPMENT TO BURN WOOD RATHER THAN
PETROLEUM, INCLUDING MACHINES LIKE THE TRACTORS AND POWER
CULTIVATORS USED BY THE INMATES IN THEIR WORK.

AN SAYS THE CAMP GUARDS TRAIN TO HANDLE INMATES IN CASE OF WAR
OR A SERIOUS SITUATION SIMILAR TO WAR. 1IN SUCH AN EVENT, THE GUARDS
ARE TO MOVE THE INMATES INTO TUNNELS IN THE COAL MINE. TIF THE
SITUATION REMAINS FAVORABLE, THE INMATES WILL RETURN T
O WORK, BUT THE GUARDS ARE TRAINED TO SHOOT THE INMATES OR BURY THEM
ALIVE IN THE TUNNELS IF THE SITUATION DETERIORATES.

D. GUARDS WHO EMPATHIZE WITH INMATES: THE CAMPS HAVE TWO
SCHOOLS, ONE FOR INMATES’ CHILDREN AND ONE FOR THE DEPENDENTS OF THE
MSS, MILITARY OFFICERS, AND CAMP GUARDS. THE SCHOOL FOR INMATES’
CHILDREN CONSISTS OF A FOUR-YEAR PRIMARY SCHOOL AND A FIV
E-YEAR MIDDLE SCHOOL. CHILDREN ENTER SCHOOL AT AGE SIX AND FINISH
AT 14. MSS PERSONNEL OPERATE THE INMATES’ SCHOOLS, WEAR PISTOLS
DURING CLASS, AND SPEAK HARSHLY TO THE STUDENTS, ROUTINELY CALLING
THEM "REACTIONARY BASTARDS." THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM IS L
IMITED TO PHYSICAL EDUCATION, THE REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY OF KIM
IL-SONG, WRITING KOREAN, AND ARITHMETIC.

SCHOOL STARTS AT 8AM AND LETS OUT AT 4PM, WHEN MOST PUPILS ARE
REQUIRED TO WORK AT CONSTRUCTION SITES, WHERE THEY MAY REMOVE ROCKS,
OR IN THE FIELDS, WHERE THEY MAY PICK RED PEPPERS. THE PUPILS USE
A-FRAME BACK PACKS FOR THIS WORK, AND THE A-FRAMES

USUALLY ARE TALLER THAN THE CHILDREN. PUPILS ARE WELL ACCUSTOMED
TO ARDUOUS LABOR BY THE TIME THEY GRADUATE AND ARE ASSIGNED EITHER
TO THE COAL MINE OR TO THE FIELDS. THERE WERE ABOUT 200 INMATE
STUDENTS AT CAMP 22 AT ONE TIME, AN SAYS, BUT THEY DIE OF
TEN , AND THEIR NUMBER HAS DWINDLED GRADUALLY.

THE CAMP’'S DEPENDENT SCHOOL SYSTEM CONSISTS OF FOUR YEARS OF
PRIMARY SCHOOL AND SIX YEARS OF MIDDLE SCHOOL. THE SCHOOLS
FACILITIES ARE EXCEPTIONAL, SO GOOD, IN FACT, THE SCHOOL BOASTS THAT
ITS FACILITIES ARE ON A PAR WITH THOSE AT PYONGYANG'S CHEIL

MIDDLE HIGH SCHOOL. CLASSROOMS HAVE VTRS; THE SCHOOL HAS SHOWER
FACILITIES, A PHYSICAL TRAINING ROOM, AND A CULTURAL CENTER. WHEN
DEPENDENT CHILDREN REACH DRAFT AGE, THEY ENLIST IN THE MSS OR CAMP
GUARD FORCE AND RETURN TO WORK IN THE GULAG.

AN MYONG-CH’'OL WAS A JUNIOR SERGEANT WHEN HE DEFECTED BUT
SHOULD HAVE BEEN A SENIOR SERGEANT. 1IN 1992 IT CAME OUT THAT AN HAD
GIVEN FOOD AND SHOES TO AN INMATE, AND AN CAME CLOSE TO BEING
BLACKBALLED FOR LIFE. HE BRIBED A MILITARY OFFICER, HOWEVER
, AND MANAGED TO AVOID THAT FATE. HE COULD NOT ESCAPE THE "IMPURE
IDEOLOGY" LABEL, HOWEVER, AND THIS BLOCKED HIS PROMOTION.

BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION ARE COMMON IN THE CAMPS. AN SAYS THE
CORRUPTION REACHES EXTREMES AT A CAMP'S POLITICAL DEPARTMENT, WHICH
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DETECTING LOCAL MSS CORRUPTION, AND AMONG THE
PERSONNEL OF THE MSS’S 7TH BUREAU, TO WHICH THE CAMPS R
EPORT.
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THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT MONITORS THE IDEOLOGY OF MSS
PERSONNEL AND CAMP GUARDS AND CHECKS FOR CORRUPTION, MONITORING
WHETHER GUARDS OR MSS PERSONNEL DIVERT RATIONS, MONEY, OR MATERIEL
BELONGING TO THE INMATES. THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT CHECKS FOR E
VIDENCE OF CAPITALISTIC BEHAVIOR AND UNDERTAKES TO ENSURE THE CAMP'S
PERSONNEL DO NOT HAVE SEX WITH THE INMATES. POLITICAL DEPARTMENT
WORKERS THEMSELVES, HOWEVER, ACCEPT BRIBES AS A MATTER OF COURSE TO
OVERLOOK INSTANCES OF CORRUPTION THEY UNCOVER. ONLY

OF FENDERS WHO FAIL TO BRIBE THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT OR WHOSE
ACTIONS TRIGGER NOTORIETY ARE SUBJECT TO DISMISSAL OR TO A "CLASS
CHANGE" THAT BLOCKS ALL PATHS TO A DESIRABLE FUTURE.

AN SAYS, "THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT WORKERS ABUSE THEIR
AUTHORITY, COMMITTING THE MOST DESPICABLE OF ACTIONS. GOOD EXAMPLES
ARE HAN TAE-SON, THE POLITICAL GUIDANCE OFFICER OF THE CAMP 22 GUARD
FORCE BATTALION, AND A LIEUTENANT COLONEL WHOSE NAME I C
AN‘T REMEMBER BUT WHO SERVED AS THE CULTURE GUIDANCE OFFICER OF
CAMP 22'S POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. A MAY 1994 INSPECTION BY A TEAM
FROM THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE MSS’S 7TH BUREAU REVEALED THAT
BETWEEN THEM, THESE TWO HAD ACCEPTED AT LEAST 100,000 WON

IN BRIBES FROM CAMP GUARDS AND MSS PERSONNEL AND HAD SEX WITH 70
INMATES.

UNCLASSIFIED

Page 7



UNCLASSIFIED

DTG: 171020Z AUG 95
FROM: FM SACINCUNC SEOUL KOR

CONTROLS:
UNCLAS
FOR: PDASD MR. CAMPBELL
DIR EAPR BGEN HALL
EA/K MR. BROWN

COMBINE: COMPLETE

TEXT:
SUBJ: N. KOREA'S GULAG: 200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS (PART 5 OF 8)

REFS:

A. PART 1 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171000Z AUG 95
B. PART 2 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171005z AUG 95
C. PART 3 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171010Z AUG 95
D. PART 4 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171015z AUG 95
E. PART 6 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 1710257z AUG 95
F. PART 7 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171030Z AUG 95
G. PART 8 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 1710352 AUG 95
INTRODUCTION:

THIS MESSAGE IS PART 5 OF AN 8-PART CABLE (SEE ABOVE REFERENCES)
PROVIDING A TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE, TITLED "NORTH KOREA'S GULAG:
200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN FIVE HUGE CAMPS," CARRIED IN THE
MARCH 1995 ISSUE OF WOLGAN CHOSON (MONTHLY CHOSON), A MONTHLY JOURNAL
PUBLISHED BY THE CHOSON ILBO (NEWSPAPER). THE ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY
CHOSON ILBO REPORTER KIM YONG-SAM UNDER THE EDITORIAL SUPERVISION OF
SENIOR POLITICAL EDITOR CHO KAP-CHE, AND IS BASED ON KIM'S EXTENSIVE
INTERVIEWS WITH ((AN)) MYONG-CH'OL, A NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR WHO
WORKED AS A DRIVER FOR NORTH KOREA’S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY AT
TWO POLITICAL PRISONER INTERNMENT CAMPS. AN MYONG-CH’OL ESCAPED FROM

NORTH KOREA AND DEFECTED TO THE ROK IN SEPTEMBER 1994. WOLGAN (CHOSON
CONTRACTED THE TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE INTO FOUR LANGUAGES --
ENGLISH, GERMAN, FRENCH AND JAPANESE -- AND COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS
WERE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA. WOLGAN CHOSON

GRANTED PERMISSION FOR THIS DISSEMINATION OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION
FOR OFFICIAL USE, BUT FURTHER DISSEMINATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL USER
CHANNELS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF WOLGAN CHOSON.

BEGIN PART 5 OF 8

E. INMATES ARE HUMAN, TOO: THE 7TH BUREAU HEADQUARTERS IS AS
CORRUPT AS EVERYBODY ELSE. ITS INSPECTION AND AUDIT TEAM VISITS THE
CAMP BEFORE MAJOR HOLIDAYS, AND CAMP OFFICIALS REFER TO THESE AS
"MATERIEL PROCUREMENT" VISITS, AND SO THEY ARE. THE TE
AMS LEAVE THE AMP WITH 20 TIMES MORE BAGGAGE THAN THEY HAD WHE
THEY ARRIVED. BETWEEN INSPECTIONS, THE CAMP MAINTAINS A STEADY
STREAM OF GIFTS TO THE 7TH BUREAU INSPECTORS, WHO ARE WILLING TO
CLOSE THEIR EYES TO INFRACTIONS THEY FIND DURING AUDITS AND I
NSPECTIONS ONLY IF THEY ARE SATISFIED WITH THE VALUE OF THEIR

UNCLASSIFIED

Page 1



UNCLASSIFIED

BRIBES. AMBITIOUS MSS CAMP PERSONNEL CAN HOPE FOR AWARDS OR
PROMOTIONS ONLY IF THE 7TH BUREAU PERSONNEL VIEW THEM FAVORABLY.

AN BELIEVES THE STRICT, HIERARCHICAL CONTROL MECHANISM AND THE
SYSTEM OF BRIBERY THAT PERVADES THE OFFICIAL LIVES OF THE MSS AND
GUARDS AT THE CAMPS INFLAMES THEIR BASER INSTINCTS. THEY CANNOT
CHANGE THE SYSTEM, SO WHY NOT GO ALONG? SIMILARLY, MSS

PERSONNEL AND CAMP GUARDS HELP EXTERMINATE HUMAN BEINGS, SHARING IN
THE CAMPS' BRUTALITY. THIS QUICKLY CONVINCES THEM THAT HUMAN NATURE
IS DEBASED. MOREOVER, THE GUARDS’' TRAINING TEACHES THEM THAT
INMATES ARE INHUMAN SCUM. AN EXPLAINS THE CHANGE THAT
OCCURRED IN HIS OWN PSYCHOLOGY.

"I SAW THE INMATES AS SUBHUMAN FOR MY FIRST THREE YEARS IN THE
CAMPS, AND THEN I BECAME A DRIVER AND BEGAN TO GET AROUND. THE
RESULTING CONTACTS WITH THE INMATES CAUSED ME TO REALIZE MY TRAINING
WAS FLAT WRONG."

AN MYONG-CH’'OL WAS TAUGHT DURING BASIC TRAINING THAT INMATES
ARE "CLASS ENEMIES." HE SEETHED WITH ANIMOSITY TOWARD THEM. AN
HIMSELF WAS CRUEL TO THE INMATES, STRIKING OR OTHERWISE PUNISHING
THEM FOR NO REASON. AS THE YEARS PASSED AND HE ACCUMULAT
ED M ORE EXPERIENCE IN DEALING WITH THE INMATES, HIS ANIMUS TURNED
TO COMPASSION.

MUCH OF AN’'S REFORMATION OF PERCEPTION HAPPENED AT CAMP 1.

TWO INMATES NAMED KIM POK-NAM WORKED AT THECAMP'S MOTOR POOL. ONE,
A MECHANIC, WASQUITE ELDERLY, YET WHEN HE DEALT WITH N ABOUT
REPAIRING OR CLEANING A VEHICLE, KIM NEVER FAILED TO ADD

RESS AN AS "RESPECTED TEACHER," A SIGNALLY HIGH FORM OF ADDRESS FOR
A 19-YEAR-OLD AN. AN SAYS IT WAS KIM'S COURTESY THAT CAUSED HIM TO
REALIZE THE INMATES ARE HUMAN BEINGS NO DIFFERENT FROM HIMSELF.

AN EXPERIENCED SERIOUS MENTAL CONFLICT AS HE TRAVELED AROUND
THE CAMP AND CONTACTED INCREASING NUMBERS OF INMATES. HIS TRAINING
AS A GUARD TOLD HIM THE INMATES WERE SUBHUMAN, BUT HIS EXPERIENCE AS
A DRIVER WAS TEACHING HIM THE OPPOSITE. CAMP GUARD
S WHO SERVE ALL THEIR TIME AT GUARD POSTS AND DO NOT GET TO KNOW THE
INMATES FINISH THEIR CONSCRIPTION AND LEAVE THE SERVICE FULL OF
HATRED FOR THE INMATES. AN SAYS THAT FOR HIM, HOWEVER, MENTAL
CONFLICT TURNED TO DOUBT AS HE CONTRASTED THE REALITY OF TH

E C AMP -- THE DEAD WERE LEFT FOR WILD ANIMALS, FOR EXAMPLE -- WITH
KIM CHONG-IL'S IDEALISTIC PHRASES IN THE NODONG SINMUN -- "LET US
SET OUR FOUNDATIONS ON THE PEOPLE AND FLOURISH IN QUR-STYLE OF
SOCIALISM."

"I WAS RATTLED EVERY TIME I SAW IN THE NODONG SINMUN THAT
NORTH KOREA DEMANDED THAT SOUTH KOREA RELEASE A PRISONER OF
CONSCIENCE OR A LONGTIME COMMUNIST PRISONER WHO REFUSED TO BE
DISSUADED FROM HIS COMMUNIST IDEOLOGY. I COULDN'T DEAL WITH THE DECE
IT.

I WAS IN A NORTH KOREAN INTERNMENT CAMP WHERE AS GUARDS WE
COULD KILL AN INMATE OUT OF SHEER BOREDOM. YET I'D READ IN NORTH
KOREA’S BIGGEST NEWSPAPER THAT NORTH KOREA "DEMANDED" THAT SOUTH
KOREA RELEASE UNPENITENT COMMUNIST INMATES OR PRISONERS OF
CONSCIENCE. NORTH KOREA RELEASES NOBODY."

IN 1993, SOUTH KOREA REPATRIATED JUST SUCH A LONGTIME
COMMUNIST INMATE, YI IN-MO. SHORTLY THEREAFTER THE CAMP GUARDS
WATCHED A PLAY BASED ON YI’'S LIFE, "THE PEOPLE AND FATE." AN SAYS
HE CAUGHTTHE PLAY BUT HAD TO SHAKE HIS HEAD IN DISBELIEF. "YI
WAS LUCKY TO SURVIVE AND LUCKY TO BE RELEASED. THE PLAY REVEALS
THAT JUST BEFORE REPATRIATION HE PRESENTED GIFTS TO HIS OLD
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COMMUNIST COMRADES IN SOUTH KOREA. IT IS A MIRACLE A PERSON PUT IN
PRISON CAN SURVIVE AND EVEN BE RELEASED, BUT WHERE IN HELL CAN
A PRISONER EVER GET ENOUGH MONEY TO GIVE PRESENTS TO PEOPLE?"

THE PLAY SHOWED YI IN-MO IN A SOUTH KOREAN PRISON, WHERE HE
WAS REDUCED TO CATCHING AND CONSUMING RATS, AND WHERE HE WAS BEATEN
UNTIL HE WAS CRIPPLED. CAMP GUARDS WHO HAD SEEN GULAG INMATES FIGHT
FOR THE RIGHT TO EAT A RAT FOUND THE PLAY TO BE NAIV
E. THEY COULD NOT TAKE IT SERIOUSLY AND LAUGHED AND GIGGLED
THROUGHOUT THE PRESENTATION.

A NUMBER OF CAMP GUARDS FURTIVELY GAVE INMATES GIFTS OF CORN,
CLOTHING, OR PORK PORRIDGE (CORN GRUEL WITH FLECKS OF PORK IN IT).
IN A MOVE TO HALT SUCH "CLASS DEVIATION," THE CAMP GUARD FORCE
LEADERSHIP BEGAN DAILY TRAINING SESSIONS, THE MAJOR THRU
ST O F WHICH FOLLOWS. "YOU MUST NOT VIEW THE INMATES AS HUMAN
BEINGS. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO STRIKE THE INMATES, NOT TO TALK TO
THEM. 1IF YOU DON‘T KILL INMATES, YOU WILL DIE. THE INMATES WAIT
AND WATCH ALL THE TIME FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO KILL YOU." THE

INSTRUCTORS INSISTED THE GUARDS NOT SPEAK TO INMATES. "HEY! IF
YOU TALK TO ONE, YOU'RE TREATING HIM LIKE A HUMAN BEING. YOU MUST
REMEMBER THEY ARE OF THE ANIMAL CLASS. TREAT THEM THAT WAY."

F. TRAINING INFLAMES HATRED FOR INMATES: IN POLITICAL IDEOLOGY
TRAINING SESSIONS, THE GUARDS LEARNED, "THE INMATES ARE LIKE TIME
BOMBS, BUT YOU DON'T KNOW WHEN THEY WILL EXPLODE. GIVE THEM A
CHANCE AND THEY WILL RIOT. ALL THEY THINK ABOUT IS MURD
ERING MSS PERSONNEL AND CAMP GUARDS." IN POINT OF FACT, SOME
INMATES WERE EXECUTED WHEN THEY WERE FOUND TO BE MAKING WEAPONS WITH
WHICH TO KILL MSS OR GUARD PERSONNEL.

DURING A TRAINING SESSION, THE SECURITY SECTION CHIEF SHOWED
THE GUARDS ARTIFACTS WHICH HAD BEEN CONFISCATED FROM INMATES,
INCLUDING AXES AND KNIVES, THE SOUTH KOREAN NATIONAL FLAG, THE
UNITED STATES NATIONAL FLAG, MEDALS PRESENTED BY THE JAPANESE E
MPEROR, JAPANESE SWORDS, AND LAND DEEDS DATING FROM THE
PRE-COMMUNIST ERA. THIS PLOY HEIGHTENED THE GUARDS’ ANIMOSITY
TOWARD THE INMATES. AN SAYS THE GUARDS ARE ORDERED REPEATEDLY
DURING TRAINING TO BE CAREFUL OF FEMALE INMATES. THE INSTRUCTORS
SAY THE
RE HAVE BEEN CASES IN WHICH A FEMALE INMATE PRETENDED TO SURRENDER
HER BODY TO A GUARD BUT THEN STOLE HIS WEAPON, KILLED HIM WITH IT,
AND ESCAPED FROM CAMP. BEWARE WOMEN INMATES, THEY ARE TOLD.

"THE SECURITY SECTION CHIEF TOLD US DURING TRAINING, ’'NINETY
PERCENT OF THE INMATES ARE JUST WAITING FOR A CHANCE TO GET YOU. '
HE SAID 50% HARBOR IDEAS OF KILLING MSS PERSONNEL OR CAMP GUARDS AND
MAKING GOOD AN ESCAPE. ANOTHER 40%, HE SAID, AWAIT
THE DAY WHEN SOUTH KOREAN OR AMERICAN FORCES SURGE INTO THE CAMP AND
LIBERATE THEM. ONLY 10% WANT TO BE COOPERATIVE WITH THE MSS AND
LIVE OUT THEIR LIVES WITHOUT TROUBLE. THIS 10% PROVIDES INMATE
LEADERSHIP, LIKE WORK GROUP FOREMAN, TEAM GUIDE, NIGHT MO
NITOR, AND WORK SITE FOREMAN

THE MSS TIGHTLY ORGANIZES THE INMATES TO ENSURE CONTROL OF
THOSE WITH HOSTILE ATTITUDES AND TO SQUEEZE FROM INMATES THE LAST
OUNCE OF PHYSICAL LABOR. TWO MSS PERSONNEL FROM SECTION 2
(PRODUCTION) OF THE CAMP'’S SECURITY DEPARTMENT ARE ASSIGNED TO EA
CH O F THE CAMP’'S ZONE WORK GROUPS. THESE MEN SELECT SUPERVISORY
INMATES AND MANAGE THROUGH THESE ASSISTANTS.
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THE INMATE TITLES IN THIS HIERARCHY FOLLOW. ZONE WORK GROUPS
AND PLANT WORK GROUPS HAVE A FOREMAN, ASSISTANT FOREMAN, GUIDE,
NIGHT MONITOR, PEOPLE’S FOREMAN, AND WORK TEAM CHIEFS. WORK GROUPS
DIRECTLY SUBORDINATE TO THE REGION HAVE INMATE MANAGERS
AND INMATE PRODUCT MANAGERS. THE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE HAS AN
INMATE MANAGER-IN-CHARGE OF ZONE, PLANT, AND REGIONAL WORK GROUPS.
AN SAYS VIRTUALLY ALL TOP INMATE LEADERS ARE WOMEN. MOST
SLEEP WITH THE MSS AND ARE FLATTERING SYCOPHANTS WILLING TO ACCEPT
FAVORS. THEY SPY PITILESSLY ON THEIR FELLOW INMATES. INMATES WHO
SHOW LOYALTY TO THE MSS GET A FEW MORE MATERIAL ADVANTAGE
S AND ARE ASSIGNED TO LESS STRENUOUS WORK DETAILS.
CAMP RULES STIPULATE INMATES MUST REMAIN IN GROUPS OF FIVE
WHEN TRAVELING FROM THE BILLETING AREA TO THEIR WORK AREA AND, IN
FACT, WHEN CONDUCTING ANY ACTIVITY. TWO OF EVERY FIVE ARE MSS
SPIES. ARMED MSS PERSONNEL ACCOMPANY THE TEAMS WHEN THEY GO
INTO MOUNTAINOUS AREAS TO GET WOOD OR GATHER WILD SIDE DISHES. THE
MSS INFORM THE CAMP GUARDS IN ADVANCE OF SUCH ACTIVITIES, AND GUARDS
FROM THE NEAREST GUARD POST INCREASE PATROLLING, HIDE ALONG THE
PERIMETER FENCE, AND OTHERWISE BOOST SECURITY IN THE
AREA.
THE CAMP CURFEW EXTENDS FROM 10PM TO 5AM, AND NIGHT MONITORS
CHECK BY WORK GROUP TO ENSURE WORKERS ARE IN BED, ALTHOUGH NOT, OF
COURSE, IN THE COAL MINE. A SPECIAL PATROL OF CAMP GUARDS ALSO
CHECKS TO BE SURE NO ONE MOVES AROUND DURING CURFEW HOURS
PATROL MEMBERS ENTER EVERY INMATE BILLET IN THE CAMP AT LEAST
ONCE DURING CURFEW HOURS.

G. SECURITY IS LIFE: WHEN AN INMATE ESCAPES, KILLS SOMEBODY,
OR OTHERWISE COMMITS A SERIOUS INFRACTION OF CAMP REGULATIONS, THE
INMATE HIMSELF IS PUNISHED, OF COURSE, BUT SO ALSO ARE THOSE INMATE
LEADERS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OFFENDER, INCLUDING HIS W
ORK GROUP FOREMAN, GUIDE, NIGHT MONITOR, AND EVEN THE MSS SPY OR
SPIES ASSIGNED TO WATCH HIM. THE MSS HAUL THEM TO THE DETENTION
BARRACKS OR REASSIGN THEM TO THE COAL MINE. MSS PERSONNEL DEBRIEF
THEIR SPIES EVERY DAY, AND IF THEY DETECT ANYTHING STRANG
E, THEY ARREST THE INMATE INVOLVED AND SEND HIM TO THE DETENTION
BARRACKS. SPIES WHO DON’'T MAINTAIN A FLOW OF INFORMATION OR WHO
DON'T EXERT SUFFICIENT INFLUENCE ON THE INMATES TO PREVENT AN
ESCAPE, A MURDER, OR COMPLAINTS AND DISCONTENT ARE ASSIGNED TO
DO DISCIPLINARY LABOR IN THE DEEPEST TUNNELS IN THE COAL MINE.
THE MSS, ON THE OTHER HAND, BESTOW GIFTS OF CLOTHING AND RELATIVELY
EASY WORK ASSIGNMENTS ON PRODUCTIVE SPIES. THE SPIES LIVE A DOUBLY
UGLY LIFE, SPYING AND RATTING ON FELLOW VICTIMS.
THE GULAG'’S SURVEILLANCE NETWORKS ARE SO INTRICATELY ORGANIZED
THAT MSS PERSONNEL LEARN ALMOST IMMEDIATELY FROM THEIR SNITCHES
ABOUT A CAMP GUARD WHO TRIES A LITTLE "FREEDOM." "FREEDOM"
EXCURSIONS INVOLVE A CAMP GUARD’S DOING THINGS LIKE STEALING A
NYTHING INTERESTING FROM STORAGE SHEDS OR ABSENTING HIMSELF FROM A
GUARD POST TO PROWL AROUND LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO FORCE INTO SEX.
SECURITY CAUSES MORE ANXIETY AMONG GUARDS AND MSS PERSONNEL
THAN ANY OTHER ITEM. THE EXISTENCE OF THE CAMPS IS REGARDED AS
NORTH KOREA’'S MOST IMPORTANT SECRET BECAUSE REVEALING THE EXISTENCE
OF THE NORTH KOREAN GULAG WOULD UNDERMINE THE DIGNITY OF
KIM IL-SONG AND KIM CHONG-IL. POSTERS COVER THE WALLS OF EVERY
NON-INMATE BUILDING IN CAMP, REMINDING MSS AND GUARDS ALIKE THAT,
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"SECURITY IS LIFE." ONE CANNOT BE TOO ATTENTIVE TO SECURITY.

SECURITY IS DRILLED SO INCESSANTLY INTO THE MSS AND THE GUARDS
THAT THEY GUARD EVERY CONVERSATION. SO SERIOUS IS THE SECURITY
ISSUE THAT A MILITARY OFFICER ACCOMPANIES EVERYONE WHO DEPARTS THE
CAMP ON LEAVE OR TEMPORARY DUTY. 1IN PRINCIPLE, GUARD P
ERSONNEL ARE NOT ALLOWED TO TAKE LEAVE, ALTHOUGH LEAVE IS GRANTED IF
ONE’'S MOTHER OR FATHER DIES.

WHEN A CAMP GUARD FORCE SOLDIER COMPLETES HIS ENLISTMENT AND
GOES ON TO COLLEGE, HE IS REQUIRED TO REPORT TO THE MSS OFFICER IN
CHARGE AT THE UNIVERSITY, THUS ACCEPTING CONTINUED SURVEILLANCE.
THE FORMER GUARD IS FORBIDDEN EVEN TO SEAL LETTERS. WH
EN H IS ENLISTMENT EXPIRES, A CAMP GUARD MUST SIGN A PLEDGE SAYING
HE WILL NOT REVEAL WHAT HE HAS SEEN AND HEARD WHILE ASSIGNED AT
INTERNMENT CAMPS. HE IS REQUIRED TO AFFIX HIS THUMB PRINT TO THIS
DOCUMENT. AN SAYS THERE HAVE BEEN CASES IN WHICH FORMER
CAMP GUARDS DO NOT MAINTAIN SECURITY WHEN THEY LEAVE THE SERVICE.
SUCH MEN ARE ARRESTED AND SHIPPED AS INMATES BACK TO AN INTERNMENT
CAMP. :

IN AUGUST 1993 AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REVEALED INFORMATION
ABOUT CAMP 26 AT HWACH’'ON-DONG, SUNGHO-RI, P’'YONGYANG. THE NODONG
SINMUN RESPONDED WITH AN EDITORIAL THAT SAID, "THERE IS NO
ORGANIZATION AND NO PLACE IN NORTH KOREA WHATEVER WHICH VIOLATES
HUMAN RIGHTS." EVERY POLITICAL CAMP IN NORTH KOREA UNDERTOOK
EMERGENCY EFFORTS TO ENSURE INMATES DID NOT LEARN THE OUTSIDE WORLD
HAD DISCOVERED SOMETHING ABOUT THE REALITY OF THE CAMPS.

EVERY THREE DAYS CAMP GUARDS CONDUCT A POLICE DETAIL, PICKING
UP CIGARETTE BUTTS AND BITS OF PAPER AROUND THE GUARD POSTS AND THE
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING. THE 7TH BUREAU SENT A SECURITY INSPECTION
GROUP TO THE CAMP TO PROMOTE THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE
BY TAKING SECURITY PLEDGES FROM CAMP GUARDS AND MSS PERSONNEL AND
EVEN STUDENTS AND OTHER DEPENDENTS. SECURITY TIGHTENED UNTIL IT
EXTENDED EVEN TO CIGARETTE BUTTS.

NORTH KOREA RAN SO SHORT OF PAPER THAT IN APRIL 1994 IT HAD TO
STOP ISSUING CIGARETTES TO THE CAMP GUARDS AND MSS PERSONNEL. THE
CIGARETTES HAD BEEN OF POOR QUALITY IN THE FIRST PLACE, BUT AS THE
SUPPLY DIMINISHED, THE GUARDS SMOKED THEM CAREFULLY
AND BEGAN SAVING THE BUTTS. ONE COULD SMOKE MORE SIMPLY BY TAKING
TOBACCO FROM A NUMBER OF BUTTS AND ROLLING A NEW CIGARETTE OUT OF
IT. PAPER WAS SO SCARCE, HOWEVER, THAT THE NODONG SINMUN PROVIDED
THE ONLY AVAILABLE SOURCE. SHORTLY AN ORDER CAME DOWN
FOR BIDDING THE GUARDS FROM ROLLING CIGARETTES. THE REASON FOR THE
STRANGE ORDER SOON BECAME APPARENT. GUARDS HAD GIVEN BUTTS OF
CIGARETTES ROLLED IN THE NODONG SINMUN TO INMATES, WHO PROMPTLY
REMOVED THE TOBACCO AND PICKED UP SNIPPETS OF NEWS FROM THE
NEWSPAPER SCRAPS.

AN MYONG-CH’OL KNEW THAT AN HYOK AND KANG CH’'OL-HWAN ESCAPED
FROM CAMP 15.

"OUR BATTALION COMMANDER COLONEL KANG SO-NAM MADE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT DURING AN INSPECTION AROUND THE MIDDLE OF OCTOBER 1992.
'TWO INMATES ESCAPED FROM CAMP 15 AND FLED TO SOUTH KOREA, WHERE
THEY ARE REVEALING CAMP SECRETS.’ HE THEN ORDERED US TO DO O
UR JOBS BETTER SO NO MORE ESCAPES WOULD OCCUR."

AS A RESULT OF THE ESCAPE AT CAMP 15, THE BATTALION DOUBLED
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THE AMOUNT OF TIME GUARDS SERVED ON DUTY, AND THIS, OF COURSE,
INCREASED PRESSURE ON THE INMATES. MANY REACTED NEGATIVELY TO THE
INCREASED HARASSMENT AND WERE SENT TO THE DETENTION BARRACK

S FOR THEIR TROUBLE.

6. WHO IS SENT TO THE GULAG?
A. INTERNMENT CAMPS REDUCED FROM 10 TO FIVE

AN REVEALED THAT THE MSS'S 7TH BUREAU (COMMONLY CALLED THE
"FARM GUIDANCE BUREAU") NOW OPERATES A TOTAL OF FIVE INTERNMENT
CAMPS. THE FIVE ARE LOCATED AT THE FOLLOWING SITES: CAMP 14 IS
IN KAECH’ON, SOUTH P’'YONG'AN PROVINCE; CAMP 15, IN YODOK, S
OUTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE; CAMP 16, IN HWASONG IN NORTH HAMGYONG
PROVINCE; CAMP 22, IN HOERYONG, NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE; AND CAMP
25, IN CH’ONGJIN, NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE. AN SAYS A TOTAL OF ABOUT
200,000 PERSONS ARE INCARCERATED IN THE CAMPS.

OBSERVERS IN SOUTH KOREA BELIEVE NORTH KOREA OPERATES AT LEAST
10 INTERNMENT CAMPS. DID NORTH KOREA CUT THE NUMBER IN HALF IN A
MOVE TO IMPROVE ITS HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD? I PUT THAT QUESTION TO AN
MYONG-CH’'OL. AN SAYS NO, NORTH KOREA MERELY CONSOLI
DATE D CAMPS AS A SECURITY MOVE BECAUSE THEIR EXISTENCE HAD BECOME
WIDELY KNOWN. HE SAYS NORTH KOREA HAS NO MOTIVATION WHATEVER TO
IMPROVE HUMAN RIGHTS.

THE 7TH BUREAU OPERATED 10 INTERNMENT CAMPS UNTIL ABOUT 1990.
THE FOLLOWING CAMPS WERE CLOSED AT THE INDICATED TIMES, AND THE 7TH
BUREAU ASSIGNED THEIR INMATES TO OTHER CAMPS: CAMP 11 (KYONGSONG,
NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE) CLOSED IN OCTOBER 1989; CA
MP 1 2 (ONSONG AND CH'ANGP’'YONG, NODONGJA-GU, NORTH HAMGYONG
PROVINCE), CLOSED IN MAY 1987; CAMP 13 (CHONGSONG-GU, ONSONG-GUN,
NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE), CLOSED IN DECEMBER 1990; CAMP 26
(HWACH'ON-DONG, SUNGHO-RI, P’'YONGYANG), CLOSED IN JANUARY 1991; AND C
AMP 27 (CH'ONMA, NORTH P’'YONG’AN PROVINCE), CLOSED IN NOVEMBER 1990.

AN SAYS 20,000 INMATES WERE INCARCERATED AT CAMP 13 AND ABOUT
50,000 AT CAMP 22 WHEN HE WAS STATIONED AT THOSE CAMPS WITH THE CAMP
GUARD FORCE. TO DISGUISE THEIR IDENTITY, THE CAMPS ARE FORMALLY
DESIGNATED AS UNITS OF THE CHOSON PEOPLE’'S SECURITY U
NIT. CAMP 22, FOR EXAMPLE, HAS THREE OFFICIAL DESIGNATIONS, CHOSON
PEOPLE’S SECURITY UNIT 2209; PAEKSAN-GU MSS; AND ADMINISTRATIVE
CENTER NUMBER 22.

THE CAMPS ARE LOCATED IN REMOTE, MOUNTAINOUS AREAS IN
PROVINCES FAR FROM THE DMZ, CHAGANG, YANGGANG, AND NORTH AND SOUTH
HAMGGYONG. THE REMOTENESS OF THE SITES IS DESIGNED TO MAINTAIN
SECURITY, TO BE SAFE FROM THE SOUTH KOREAN SPECIAL WARFARE COMMA
ND ( SWC), AND TO MAKE ESCAPE DIFFICULT.

SOURCES SAY THE MSS 7TH BUREAU IS NOT THE ONLY MSS BUREAU TO
OPERATE INTERNMENT CAMPS FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS. THESE SOURCES SAY
CAMPS OPERATED BY OTHER BUREAUS EXIST AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
YONGBYON, NORTH P’YONG'AN PROVINCE; HOECH'’'ANG, SOUTH

P’'YONG'AN PROVINCE; CHONGP'YONG AND TOKSONG IN SOUTH HAMGYONG
PROVINCE; AND HUICH'ON, CHAGANG PROVINCE. AN MYONG-CH’'OL SAYS HE
HAS "NO INFORMATION" ABOUT CAMPS OPERATED BY MSS BUREAUS OTHER THAN
THE 7TH.

B. THREE GENERATIONS INCARCERATED AT ONCE
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AN SAYS NORTH KOREA BEGAN TO BUILD FACILITIES TO ACCOMMODATE
GROUPS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN THE LATE 1950S. WHEN KIM IL-SONG
PURGED COMPETITORS IN THE YONAN FACTION, THE SOVIET FACTION, AND THE
DOMESTIC FACTION, HE HAD A TOTAL OF THREE GENERATION
S OF THE VICTIMS' IMMEDIATE FAMILIES ISOLATED FROM SOCIETY. THE
PURGES WERE LARGE IN SCALE, AND MANY PEOPLE WERE BANISHED TO
SECLUDED MOUNTAIN AREAS. AN SAYS TRAINS CARRIED AWAY A THOUSAND
PEOPLE AT A TIME DURING THE YONAN FACTION PURGE, WHEN KIM CH’AN
G-PONG WAS PURGED IN 1969, AND WHEN KIM PYONG-HA WAS PURGED. (THIS
REPORTEDLY OCCURRED IN THE EARLY 1980S, AND MANY OR MOST MSS
PERSONNEL WERE PURGED WITH KIM PYONG-HA AND SENT EN MASSE TO
INTERNMENT CAMPS.)

INITIALLY, INTERMENT CAMPS WERE SITUATED IN MOUNTAINOUS
HINTERLANDS AND CONFIGURED AS MASS CAMPS FOR "ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY
ELEMENTS." THE FIRST CAMPS WERE DEMARCATED BY SIMPLE WOODEN FENCES,
AND LITTLE OTHER EFFORT WENT INTO SECURITY. INMATES FREQUE
NTLY ESCAPED, LARGE-SCALE RIOTING OCCURRED, AND THE REGIME CRACKED
DOWN, BOOSTING SECURITY ‘AND TIGHTENING CONTROL AT THE CAMPS.
CONTROL WAS ENHANCED IN THE LATE 1960S BY ASSIGNING INMATES TO
SPECIFIC ZONES. THE MSS HANDLED GUARD DUTIES UNTIL 1968, WHE
N TH IS FUNCTION WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE HIGHLY-TRAINED CAMP GUARD
FORCE.

NORTH KOREA OPERATES INTERNMENT CAMPS AS A MEANS OF POPULATION
CONTROL. THE NORTH KOREAN PEOPLE KNOW, "IF YOU ERR ONE TIME IN YOUR
SPEECH, YOU KILL THREE GENERATIONS OF YOUR FAMILY." THUS, NORTH
KOREA’S CAMPS ARE NOT DESIGNED AS PASSIVE FACILITIES

TO IMPRISON THOSE WHO ARE DISCONTENTED WITH THE REGIME. THEY ARE
ESSENTIAL MECHANISMS OF ACTIVE OPPRESSION WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO
PRESERVING KIM IL-SONG AND KIM CHONG-IL IN POWER.

THE KIMS DELIBERATELY ADOPTED THE PRACTICE OF THE ABSOLUTE
MONARCHS OF KOREA'’S DYNASTIC PAST BY PUNISHING THREE GENERATIONS OF
A FAMILY FOR THE MISCUE OF A SINGLE PERSON. THE KIMS RULE BY FEAR.
(TRANSLATOR'S NOTE (TN): THE KOREAN LANGUAGE EXPRESS
ES THE DYNASTIC PRACTICE IN A SINGLE WORD, YONJWA, TO BE PUNISHED
BECAUSE OF KINSHIP WITH AN OFFENDER.)

THE NORTH KOREAN APPROACH IS NO DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE
NAZIS IN WORLD WAR II WHEN THEY STROVE TO ERADICATE THE JEWS BY
SENDING TO THE CAMPS ENTIRE FAMILIES -- ADULTS, CHILDREN, THE AGED,
EVERYBODY. THE NORTH KOREAN PEOPLE DO NOT QUESTION THE PR
ACTICE OF INCARCERATING THE FAMILY OF AN OFFENDER. AN MYONG-CH'’OL
HAS PERSONALLY WITNESSED THREE GENERATIONS OF ONE FAMILY -- A
GRANDFATHER, FATHER, AND SON ~- ALL CONFINED IN A NORTH KOREAN CAMP.
ONE EXAMPLE OF THIS PRACTICE IS KANG CH'OL-HWAN, WHO ESC
APE D FROM CAMP 15’'S REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE AND THEN DEFECTED TO SOUTH
KOREA. KANG WAS SENT TO THE CAMP BECAUSE HIS GRANDFATHER DEVIATED.
REPORTS SUGGEST THAT A CAMP INMATE OFTEN HAS BROTHERS UNDER
INCARCERATION, SUGGESTING THAT NORTH KOREAN YONJWA MAY EXTE
ND BEYOND LINEAL KIN.

RECENT CASES SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT NORTH KOREA'S IRONCLAD
YONJWA SYSTEM OF FAMILY INCARCERATION MAY BE CHANGING. WE ASKED AN
MYONG-CH’OL ABOUT THIS. "NOT ONLY IS YONJWA BARBAROUS," HE SAID,
"BUT IT CAUSES A GEOMETRIC RISE IN INMATE NUMBERS. NORT
H KOREA, MEANWHILE, HAS CLOSED A NUMBER OF CAMPS AND FACES
LIMITATIONS ON THE NUMBER OF NEW INMATES WHO CAN BE ACCOMMODATED."
AN SAYS THAT CAMP 22 IS SO FULL THERE IS NO SPACE TO PUT MORE
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INMATES.

LATELY, THEN, IF A HUSBAND COMMITS AN OFFENSE BUT HIS WIFE HAS
SERVED THE PARTY ENERGETICALLY, THE WIFE IS GIVEN A CHOICE OF
DIVORCING HER HUSBAND OR FOLLOWING HIM TO AN INTERNMENT CAMP. IF
SHE CHOOSES DIVORCE, ONLY THE HUSBAND IS SENT TO A CAMP; H
IS FAMILY AVOIDS WHAT IS TANTAMOUNT TO A DEATH SENTENCE. AN SAYS
SOME WOMEN IN THIS SITUATION DO CHOOSE DIVORCE, BUT A MAJORITY ELECT
TO FOLLOW THEIR HUSBANDS TO THE CAMPS.
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INTRODUCTION:

THIS MESSAGE IS PART 6 OF AN 8-PART CABLE (SEE ABOVE
REFERENCES) PROVIDING A TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE, TITLED "NORTH
KOREA'S GULAG: 200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN FIVE HUGE CAMPS,"
CARRIED IN THE MARCH 1995 ISSUE OF WOLGAN CHOSON (MONTHLY CHOSON),

A MONTHLY JOURNAL PUBLISHED BY THE CHOSON ILBO (NEWSPAPER). THE
ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY CHOSON ILBO REPORTER KIM YONG-SAM UNDER THE
EDITORIAL SUPERVISION OF SENIOR POLITICAL EDITOR CHO KAP-CHE, AND IS
BASED ON KIM'S EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH ((AN))

MYONG-CH’OL, A NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR WHO WORKED AS A DRIVER FOR NORTH
KOREA’S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY AT TWO POLITICAL PRISONER
INTERNMENT CAMPS. AN MYONG-CH’'OL ESCAPED FROM NORTH KOREA AND
DEFECTED TO THE ROK IN SEPTEMBER 1994. WOLGAN CHOSON CONTRACTED THE
TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE INTO FOUR LANGUAGES -- ENGLISH, GE

RMAN, FRENCH AND JAPANESE -- AND COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS WERE MADE
AVAILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA. WOLGAN CHOSON GRANTED
PERMISSION FOR THIS DISSEMINATION OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION FOR
OFFICIAL USE, BUT FURTHER DISSEMINATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL USE

R CHANNELS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF WOLGAN CHOSON.

BEGIN PART 6 OF 8
C. EVEN A CORPSE CANNOT ESCAPE THE HELL

AN SAYS THE APPLICATION OF THE YONJWA FAMILY PUNISHMENT SYSTEM
TO NORTH KOREAN POLITICAL PRISONERS ORIGINATED FROM A DIRECTIVE
ISSUED BY KIM IL-SONG TO "EXTERMINATE THREE GENERATIONS" OF
POLITICAL CRIMINALS. AN SAYS KIM ISSUED THIS DIRECTIVE TO THE
MSS IN 1958 WHEN HE PURGED MEMBERS OF THE YONAN, SOVIET, AND
DOMESTIC FACTIONS.
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AN MYONG-CH’OL SAYS KIM IL-SONG AND KIM CHONG-IL ISSUED A
NUMBER OF DIRECTIVES ABOUT POLITICAL CRIMINALS WHILE HE SERVED IN
THE CAMP GUARD FORCE. GUARDS ARE REQUIRED TO MEMORIZE THESE
DIRECTIVES DURING A MONTHLY "KNOW THE DIRECTIVES HOUR." VARIOUS

KIM DIRECTIVES ARE POSTED IN THE OFFICES OF THE MSS AND THE CAMP
GUARD FORCE, ADORNING HALLWAYS, OFFICES, AND BULLETIN BOARDS.

A REVIEW OF TWO OF THE KIMS’ DIRECTIVES MAKES IT ABUNDANTLY

CLEAR WHAT KIM IL-SONG AND KIM CHONG-IL THINK OF POLITICAL

PRISONERS. "INMATES ARE CLASS ENEMIES AND MUST BE ACTIVELY
EXTERMINATED TO THREE GENERATIONS." OTHER DIRECTIVES SUGGEST THAT ES
CAPES AND RIOTS CONTINUE TO BE PROBLEMS. "PREVENT ESCAPES. SURVEIL
PERFECTLY. "

WHEN NORTH KOREA CONDEMNS AN ENTIRE FAMILY TO THE GULAG, IT
SENDS THE OFFENDER TO ONE CAMP AND HIS FAMILY MEMBERS TO ANOTHER,
SPLITTING THE FAMILY FOREVER. THOSE WHO COMMIT OFFENSES ARE
INCARCERATED AT CAMPS 15 AND 25, WHILE THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS AR
E SENT TO CaMPS 14, 15, 16, AND 22. CAMP 15 ACCOMMODATES BOTH
OFFENDERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS, BUT THEY ARE KEPT COMPLETELY SEPARATE.
OFFENDERS GO TO THE CAMP’'S ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONE, WHILE FAMILY
MEMBERS ARE ASSIGNED TO THE CAMP’S REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE.

THUS, BY ANY OBJECTIVE MEASURE, ONLY CAMPS 15 AND 25 CONTAIN
POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE REMAINING CAMPS ARE FILLED WITH INNOCENT
RELATIVES. IT IS NOT ACCURATE TO REFER TO THESE INMATES AS
CRIMINALS OR EVEN POLITICAL CRIMINALS. THEY MAY BE CALLED AC
CURATELY "POLITICALLY INCARCERATED PERSONS" OR "INMATES OF
CONSCIENCE." (AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USES THESE TWO TERMS TO APPLY
TO SEPARATE CATEGORIES OF PERSONS IMPRISONED OVER A POLITICAL
INCIDENT. THE ORGANIZATION USES "POLITICALLY INCARCERATED PERSONS"

TO APPLY TO THOSE WHO SUPPORT THE USE OF FORCE OR WHO HAVE
ACTUALLY USED FORCE IN PURSUIT OF THEIR OBJECTIVES. AMNESTY APPLIES
"INMATES OF CONSCIENCE" ONLY TO THOSE WHO REJECT THE USE OF FORCE
AND IN FACT HAVE NOT EMPLOYED VIOLENCE. 1IN THIS ARTICLE, H
OWEVER, WE USE "POLITICALLY INCARCERATED PERSONS" -- OR "POLITICAL
PRISONERS -- IN THE BROAD SENSE, NOT THE LIMITED SENSE USED BY
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL.)

D. WHO GOES TO THE EXTERMINATION CAMPS?

POLITICAL PRISONERS, AS DISTINCT FROM THE FAMILY MEMBERS OF
POLITICAL PRISONERS, INHABIT SINGLE ROOMS IN THE ABSOLUTE CONTROL
ZONES OF CAMPS 15 AND 25. THE SECURITY IN THESE ZONES IS MUCH
TIGHTER THAN AT OTHER AREAS, AND LIVING CONDITIONS ARE MUCH
HARSHER. INMATES WHO ARE FAMILY MEMBERS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS LIVE
IN BARRACKS OR AS FAMILY UNITS AT OTHER LOCATIONS.

AN MYONG-CH’'OL SAYS PEOPLE WHO CAME TO NORTH KOREA IN

PURSUIT OF THE SOCIALIST DREAM USUALLY ARE INCARCERATED AT CAMPS 15
OR 26 (SUNGHO-RI, P’'YONGYANG) . (CAMP 26 INMATES WERE TRANSFERRED TO
CAMP 25 WHEN THE FORMER CLOSED.) PERSONS KIDNAPPED FROM

OTHER COUNTRIES ARE CONFINED AT THE SAME TWO CAMPS. INMATES WHO
ARE CANDIDATES FOR RELEASE ARE KEPT IN CAMP 15'S REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE,
WHERE THEY ARE EXPOSED FOR A SET PERIOD TO THE RIGORS OF CAMP LIFE.
THE REGIME WILL RELEASE EVENTUALLY ONLY THOSE WHO S

HOW SIGNS THEY APPRECIATE AND RESPECT THESE RIGORS. THE ABSOLUTE
CONTROL ZONE LIES AT THE OPPOSITE EXTREME OF THE SPECTRUM. VERY,
VERY FEW INMATES RETURN FROM THIS KILLING FIELD. ONCE AN INMATE
ENTERS THAT ZONE, HE MUST SUFFER AT HARD LABOR UNTIL THE

DAY HE DIES. THE ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONE IS A LIVING HELL. "WHEN
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YOU DIE, THEY DON’'T EVEN RELEASE YOUR CORPSE." NO EXCEPTIONS ARE
PERMITTED.

AN SAYS CAMP 15 IS THE ONLY ONE WHICH IS DIVIDED INTO TWO
ZONES. THE OTHERS COMPRISE A SINGLE ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONE. CAMP
15’S REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE IS THE ONLY PLACE AN INMATE CAN CHERISH A
HOPE TO RETURN TO SOCIETY ALIVE. IT HAPPENS INFREQUENTLY,

BUT SOMETIMES AN INMATE IS REASSIGNED FROM AN ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONE
TO THE REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE. KANG CH'OL-HWAN TOLD THIS REPORTER OF A
SUCH CASE. A POLITICAL PRISONER IN CAMP 14 (AN ABSOLUTE CONTROL
ZONE) WAS TRANSFERRED TO CAMP 15’'S REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE.

KANG SAYS HE WITNESSED THE INMATE’'S JOY: "I'M GOING TO SURVIVE!
I MUST BE IN HEAVEN!" AN MYONG-CH'OL ALSO SAYS A VERY SMALL NUMBER
OF INMATES IN ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES ARE TRANSFERRED TO CAMP 15'S
REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE. HE SAYS SUCH INMATES HAVE NO CLE
AR -CUT CHARGES AGAINST THEM. WHY IS CAMP 15 THE ONLY CAMP WHICH
HAS A REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE? I PUT THAT QUESTION TO AN AND KANG.
THEIR ANSWERS COMPRISE THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH. (TN: A DICTIONARY
OF NORTH KOREAN TERMINOLOGY SAYS "REVOLUTIONIZE" MEANS,
INTER ALIA, TO CAUSE SOMEONE TO PUT THE NORTH KOREAN REVOLUTION
AHEAD OF HIS OR HER OWN INTERESTS.)

MOST OF THE PEOPLE CONFINED AT CAMP 15’S REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE
ARE MEMBERS OF NORTH KOREA’S ELITE CLASS, OR THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS.
INMATES THERE INCLUDE PEOPLE NORTH KOREA HAS SPENT MUCH MONEY TO
EDUCATE AND TRAIN; FAMILY MEMBERS OF PEOPLE WHO REPATRIAT
ED T O NORTH KOREA FROM JAPAN AND WHOSE RELATIVES INCLUDE CHOSEN
SOREN CADRE; AND PEOPLE WHOSE POPULARITY WITH THE NORTH KOREAN
PEOPLE IS SUCH THAT THE REGIME DOES NOT CHOOSE TO EXECUTE THEM.
NORTH KOREA SENDS TO THE REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE PEOPLE WHO IRRITAT
E TH E LEADERSHIP WHEN ALLOWED TO LIVE IN CIVILIAN SOCIETY, BUT
WHOSE EXECUTION THE REGIME WOULD FIND BURDENSOME. THEY ARREST THEM,
SEND THEM TO THE REVOLUTIONIZE ZONE, AND LET THEM SAMPLE THE RIGORS
OF CAMP LIFE BEFORE ALLOWING THEM BACK IN CIVILIAN SOC
IETY

AS AN INMATE IN THE CAMPS, YOU CAN EXPECT TO BE CONFINED IN AN
ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONE UNLESS YOU HAVE BEEN A MEMBER OF ELITE NORTH
KOREAN SOCIETY. YOU CAN EXPECT TO FACE DAILY THE RIGORS OF A PLACE
SPECIALIZING IN HUMAN EXTERMINATION. WHO ARE THE P
EOPLE INCARCERATED IN THE EXTERMINATION ZONES, THEN? SAYS AN OF
INMATES BROUGHT TO THE CAMPS, "“THEY'RE MEMBERS OF THE EXPLOITATIVE
CLASS, THOSE GUILTY OF TREASON AGAINST THE PEOPLE, RELIGIOUS
SECTARIAN ELEMENTS, SPIES, REACTIONARY ELEMENTS, THOSE WHO HAV
E BETRAYED THE FATHERLAND, THOSE TO WHOM THE PARTY ASSIGNS A
NEGATIVE SOCIAL CLASSIFICATION, THOSE WHO TRY TO WHO DEFECT,
RELIGIOUS PEOPLE, AND WOMEN WHO WORKED AS KISAENG GIRLS DURING THE
JAPANESE OCCUPATION.

E. WOMEN ARE STRONGER IN EXTREME CONDITIONS

THE CRUCIAL FACT ABOUT CAMP INMATES IS THAT THEY HAVE BEEN SET
ON THE PATH TO EXTERMINATION WITHOUT BENEFIT OF DUE PROCESS OF LAW.
THE DECISION IS ENTIRELY ARBITRARY. PERSONS IN NORTH KOREA WHO
COMMIT ORDINARY CRIMES LIKE ROBBERY, THEFT, VIOLENCE,

OR MURDER ARE TRIED IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND THEN
INCARCERATED IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY
OF PUBLIC SECURITY, WHOSE FUNCTION IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF SOUTH
KOREA’S NATIONAL POLICE.
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MSS OFFICIALS INVESTIGATE POLITICAL PRISONERS, HOWEVER, AND IF
THE INVESTIGATORS DEEM CHARGES TO BE WELL FOUNDED, THEN MSS OFFICERS
CAN DECIDE TO IMPRISON THE SUSPECT WITH NO RECOURSE WHATEVER TO DUE
PROCESS. 1IF THE POLITICAL CRIMINAL HAS A FAMILY,

THE MSS DECIDE WHETHER THEY, TOO, SHALL BE SUMMARILY INCARCERATED.
A POLITICAL CRIMINAL IS FORBIDDEN ANY CONTACT WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD
THE MOMENT HE ENTERS AN INTERNMENT CAMP, AND HE MUST REMAIN AN
INMATE UNTIL HE DIES.

FOR FAMILY MEMBERS, IT HAPPENS SUDDENLY. THEY ARE HAULED FROM
THEIR HOMES AND THROWN INTO A DESOLATE PLACE OF DEATH AND HAVE NOT
THE SLIGHTEST IDEA WHY. THEY SOB AND TREMBLE AS THEY ASK, "WHY HAVE
YOU DRAGGED US HERE? WE'VE DONE NOTHING WRONG."

THEIR ANSWER COMES IN THE FORM OF A SHARP BLOW, MUTE AND UNHEEDING.

FAMILY MEMBERS SUFFER SERIOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL SHOCK WHEN THEY
REALIZE THE BRUTAL NATURE OF THE CAMPS. SOME FAINT, AND SOME BEGIN
TO LOSE THEIR MINDS. GROUP SUICIDES ARE COMMON AMONG INMATE
FAMILIES. THEY HANG THEMSELVES, JUMP INTO A LAKE, OR LEAP F
ROM A CLIFF. :

SO COMPLETE IS THE INITIAL DEPRESSION THAT FAMILY MEMBER
INMATES TYPICALLY CRY THEMSELVES TO SLEEP AT NIGHT. AS TIME PASSES,
DEPRESSION TURNS TO A CONSUMING RAGE. EVENTUALLY, THE RAGE GIVES
WAY IN MOST INMATES TO AN INSTINCT FOR SURVIVAL THAT CAUS
ES T HEM TO SEE CAMP LIFE AS ORDINARY REALITY. BY THAT TIME, THE
CAMP HAS STRIPPED AWAY ANY SCRAP OF HUMAN DIGNITY OR MORALS.

INDEED, INMATES WHO PRESERVE ANY HUMAN EMOTION WILL FIND IT MOST
DIFFICULT TO CLING TO LIFE.

THE GULAG DEHUMANIZES THE INMATES, ROBBING THEM OF ANY SENSE
OF SHAME. THEY THINK NOTHING OF STRIPPING OFF THEIR CLOTHES AND
BATHING IN FRONT OF OTHERS. THEY ARE NO LONGER HUMAN BEINGS, IN
FACT, BUT SLAVES, WILD ANIMALS. AN SAYS EVERYTHING THEY D
O IS BASED ON WILD, AGGRESSIVE, ANIMALISTIC INSTINCT. THEY RETAIN
NO SIGN OF MAN'S CULTURED NATURE.

AT CAMPS 13 AND 22 WHERE AN WAS STATIONED, MOST INMATES ARE
MEN AND WOMEN IN THEIR 30S AND 40S WHO HAD NO OPPORTUNITY TO MARRY.
WOMEN OUTNUMBER MEN THREE TO TWO. AN SAYS HE ASKED WHY THERE WERE
MORE WOMEN AND WAS TOLD ONE REASON IS THAT MEN ARE FO
RCED TO WORK THE COAL MINE, WHICH KILLS OR INJURES THEM. THE MAIN
REASON, THOUGH, IS THAT THE INSTINCT FOR SURVIVAL IS STRONGER IN
WOMEN .

AN SAYS THAT IN THE EXTREME CONDITIONS PREVAILING IN THE
CAMPS, THE WOMEN REVEAL A GREATER WILL TO SURVIVE AND ARE MORE
ADAPTABLE TO THE BITTER ENVIRONMENT. "THE MEN, " HE SAYS, "SEEM
UNABLE TO DRAW SUFFICIENT NOURISHMENT FROM THE SPARSE CAMP RATION
S AND GROW PROGRESSIVELY WEAKER. THE WOMEN, ON THE OTHER HAND,
DISPLAY MUCH MORE ENERGY THAN DO THE MEN."

KANG CH’'OL-HWAN DEFECTED TO SOUTH KOREA AFTER ESCAPING FROM
CaMP 15, AND HIS VIEW ACCORDS WITH AN’'S. KANG SAYS MORE MEN THAN
WOMEN DEVELOP MALNOURISHMENT ON AN IDENTICAL RATION OF CORN. HE
SAYS THE INMATES BELIEVE CORN TO BE BETTER SUITED TO WOMEN
, WHO ABSORB ITS NOURISHMENT MORE FULLY.

WOMEN OCCUPY THE TOP LEVELS OF THE CONTROL ORGANIZATION THE
MSS ORGANIZE AMONG THE INMATES THEMSELVES. THE MSS PUT WOMEN IN
CHARGE TO EXPLOIT THEIR NATURAL TENDENCY TO LORD IT OVER OTHERS, TO
ENJOY INFORMING, AND TO ENVY OTHERS. THE MSS, OF COURSE
, APPOINT MANY WOMEN TO POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY OVER OTHER INMATES
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BECAUSE THE WOMEN PROVIDE "SEXUAL AMUSEMENT" IN RETURN.
F. DEATH RULES EACH DAY

AN SAYS MANY INMATES SURVIVE CAMP LIFE FOR 20-30 YEARS. SUCH
PEOPLE USUALLY DIE OF NATURAL CAUSES AT AROUND AGE 50, WORN OUT AND
SICK FROM DECADES OF HARD LABOR AND MALNOURISHMENT. BY THE TIME
THEY REACH AGE 45, INMATES TYPICALLY SUFFER FROM A 90-

DEGREE CURVATURE OF THE BACK. AN SAYS HE BELIEVES THIS IS CAUSED BY
YEARS OF HARD LABOR AND THE COMMON USE OF THE A-FRAME FOR
TRANSPORTING MATERIAL IN THE CAMPS. THIS CONDITION MAKES IT
DIFFICULT FOR INMATES TO WALK WITHOUT CANES OR CRUTCHES BY THE TIME

THEY REACH 45. AN SAYS THE OLDEST INMATE HE SAW IN THE CAMPS WAS A
WOMAN AGE 65. SHE WAS BENT SO DOUBLE HER HEAD ALMOST TOUCHED THE
GROUND, LIKE AN UPSIDE DOWN U.

MOST OF AN MYONG-CH'OL’S ACCOUNT DEALS WITH DEATH. HE
ESTIMATES THAT 5-6 INMATES DIE DAILY AT CAMP 22. THAT'S ABOUT 150
DEATHS A MONTH, 1,500-2,000 IN A YEAR. DESPITE THESE DEATHS,
HOWEVER, CAMP 22°'S INMATE POPULATION REMAINS AT A CONSTANT 50,000
, SUGGESTING THAT 1,500-2,000 NEW INMATES ARRIVE AT THE CAMP EACH
YEAR. INMATES BECOME SO ENURED TO DEATH THEY PAY LITTLE ATTENTION
TO IT UNLESS A FAMILY MEMBER DIES. INMATES SELDOM KNOW -- OR CARE
-- WHO DIES. WHEN AN INMATE COMMITS SUICIDE OR DIES IN

AN ACCIDENT, THE MSS LODGE A CHARGE OF INSURRECTION AGAINST HIS
RELATIVES ON GROUNDS THE DECEDENT FAILED TO PAY HIS FULL PENALTY
BECAUSE HE MET AN EARLY DEATH. THUS, A PERSON IS AN ENEMY TO HIS
FAMILY EVEN IN DEATH. THE CAMPS DENY INMATES EVEN THE RIGH
T TO DIE.

THE CHARGE OF INSURRECTION LODGED AGAINST THE CLOSE RELATIVES
OF AN INMATE WHO COMMITS SUICIDE OR DIES IN AN ACCIDENT IS MUCH MORE
THAN FORMAL. THE SURVIVING FAMILY MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO PERFORM
ADDITIONAL LABOR TO COMPENSATE FOR WORK THE DECEDEN
T WOULD HAVE DONE. THIS TYPICALLY INVOLVES REASSIGNING A SURVIVOR
TO DISCIPLINARY LABOR AT THE COAL MINE. ACCIDENTS ARE SO FREQUENT
AT THE MINE THAT INMATES WORKING THERE ARE INJURED OR KILLED ALMOST
DAILY. WHEN SEVERAL INMATES ARE KILLED IN A SERIOUS
ACCIDENT, THEY ARE IDENTIFIED AND BURIED TOGETHER. A JOINT BURIAL
GROUND IS LOCATED NEAR THE COAL MINE, BUT THIS IS UNIQUE IN THE
CAMP. NO BURIAL GROUNDS EXIST IN THE CAMP’'S FARMING AREAS.

THE DEAD ARE BURIED ANYPLACE NOT UNDER CULTIVATION. THE
GRAVES ARE NOT MARKED BY THE DISTINCTIVE KOREAN MOUND BECAUSE THE
HUGE NUMBER OF MOUNDS WOULD SYMBOLIZE THE ENORMOUS LOSS OF LIFE AT
THE CAMPS. INDEED, GRAVES ARE NOT MARKED IN ANY WAY, SO FA
MILY MEMBERS DO NOT KNOW WHERE LOVED ONES ARE BURIED. INMATES ARE
FORBIDDEN TO CRY WHEN A FAMILY MEMBER DIES, AND THE MSS SEND THOSE
WHO CRY TO THE DETENTION BARRACKS. THE RATIONAL IS QUINTESSENTIALLY
NORTH KOREAN: ONE MUST NOT GRIEVE FOR A REACTIONARY

ELEMENT.

7. WHAT DO THE INMATES DO AT THE CAMPS?
A. ENORMOUS SLAVE FACTORIES

AN MYONG-CH'OL SAYS CAMP INMATES ARE SLAVE LABORERS. THE SOLE
REASON THE INMATES ARE NOT KILLED IN THE FIRST PLACE IS TO "SQUEEZE
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WORK OUT OF THEM." ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES WERE CREATED TO PROVIDE
INMATES THE LEAST AMOUNT OF NOURISHMENT REQUIRED TO
SUSTAIN LIFE WHILE WORKING THEM LIKE SLAVES UNTIL THEY DIE.

SAYS AN, "NORTH KOREA EXPLOITS ITS 200,000 INMATES TO MAKE
PRODUCTS IT THEN DISTRIBUTES TO THE GENERAL POPULATION. IN FACT THE
INTERNMENT CAMPS PRODUCE ABOUT 40& OF NORTH KOREA’S FARM PRODUCTS,
MOSTLY CORN, AND 40& OF ITS COAL."

EACH CAMP SPECIALIZES IN CERTAIN PRODUCTS TO MAXIMIZE
EFFICIENCY. AN MYONG-CH'OL LISTS THESE SPECIALTIES AS FOLLOWS.

CAMP

NUM PRODUCTS

14 FARM PRODUCTS, SHOES AND UNIFORMS FOR GUARD AND MILITARY
FORCES

15 FARM PRODUCTS, LOGS, LIVESTOCK

16 POTATOES, LOGS, LIVESTOCK

22 FARM PRODUCTS, LIVESTOCK, COAL

25 BICYCLES, ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES (REFRIGERATORS, FANS,

WASHING MACHINES)

AN MYONG-CH'OL COMPOSED THE FOLLOWING LIST OF CAMP 22
PRODUCTION QUOTAS. "CAMP 22°'S ANNUAL QUOTAS ARE 400,000 TONS OF
CORN; 50,000 TONS OF LIMA BEANS; 100,000 TONS OF POTATOES; 10,000
TONS OF RED PEPPER; AND A TOTAL OF 100,000 TONS OF PORK, BEEF, D
UCK, CHICKEN, AND MUTTON. 1IN ADDITION THE MSS ISSUE VARYING QUOTAS
EACH YEAR FOR CHINESE CABBAGE, RADISHES, CUCUMBERS, EGGPLANT, AND
FRUITS. THE CAMP PROVIDES COAL TO THE CH’'ONGJIN THERMAL POWER
PLANT, THE CH'ONGJIN STEEL MILL, AND THE KIMCH'AEK STEEL M
ILL. THESE PLANTS WOULD FACE SERIOUS OPERATIONAL DIFFICULTIES IF
DEPRIVED OF CAMP 22'S COAL. WITHOUT THAT COAL, NORTH KOREA’S STEEL
AND ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION WOULD ALL BUT GRIND TO A HALT, DEALING
THE ECONOMY A MORTAL BLOW."

B. CAMP FARMS ARE TOP PRODUCERS

CAMPS 14 AND 22 TOGETHER IN A YEAR PRODUCE MUCH MORE THAN
100,000 TONS OF MEAT FOR USE IN P’'YONGYANG BY CITIZENS OF THAT CITY
AND BY FOREIGNERS AT HOTELS AND IN RESTAURANTS THERE. CAMP 22
PROVIDES 40& OF THE COB CORN AND KERNEL CORN SUPPLIED ANNUAL
LY T O THE CITIZENS OF NORTH AND SOUTH HAMGYONG PROVINCES.
IMPORTANT PRODUCTS FROM CAMP 16 INCLUDE POTATOES AND MINE SUPPORT
PILLARS. IF CAMP 16 STOPPED PRODUCING THE PILLARS, PRODUCTION WOULD
SUFFER AT COAL MINES IN SOUTH P‘YONG’'AN PROVINCE’'S ANJU REGI
ON, THE COAL MINE AT CAMP 22, AND ALL THE COAL MINES IN NORTH
HAMGYONG PROVINCE.

IRONICALLY ENOUGH, KIM IL-SONG AND KIM CHONG-IL GIVE THE
REFRIGERATORS AND SEAGULL BRAND BICYCLES PRODUCED AT CAMP 25 AS
GRATUITIES TO REWARD SPECIAL LOYALTY DISPLAYED BY NORTH KOREAN
CITIZENS. AN MYONG-CH'’'OL ADVANCED AN INTERESTING EXPLANATION FOR

THE VERY SERIOUS FOOD SHORTAGES NOW GRIPPING NORTH AND SOUTH
HAMGYONG PROVINCES.

SAYS AN, "UNTIL 1990, THE TWO HAMGYONG PROVINCES GOT 60& OF
THEIR FOOD FROM THE INTERNMENT CAMPS, CORN FROM CAMPS 12, 13, AND
22; AND POTATOES FROM CAMPS 11 AND 16. DUE TO CAMP CLOSURES SINCE
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ABOUT 1990, HOWEVER, ONLY CAMPS 16 AND 22 NOW SUPPLY FOO
D PRODUCTS TO THOSE PROVINCES. THIS DROP IN SUPPLY STARTED THE FOOD
SHORTAGE IN THE AREA, AND OTHER FACTORS CAUSED IT TO WORSEN."

THE CAMPS ARE NOT EXTREMELY LARGE. THEY ARE NO BIGGER THAN AN
AVERAGE SOUTH KOREAN COUNTY, SO HOW CAN THEY PRODUCE SO MUCH MEAT
AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS?

AN SAYS, "PRODUCTIVITY IN THE CAMPS IS ENORMOUSLY HIGH, MUCH
MORE SO THAN ON COLLECTIVE FARMS OR IN NORTH KOREAN WORK PLACES."

AN EXPLAINS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FARMING IN THE CAMPS AND ON
NORMAL FARMS. "THERE IS NO SENSE OF OWNERSHIP ON AN ORDIN

ARY NORTH KOREAN FARM. A FARMER DOES NOT VIEW A GIVEN FIELD AS HIS.
AS A RESULT, THE FARMERS DON’'T CARE IF WEEDS CHOKE THE FIELDS OR
NOT. THEY DON'T EVEN CARE IF THE GROUND HARDENS OR SINKS. WHO CAN
BLAME THEM? THEY GET NOTHING EXTRA FOR WORKING EXTR

A HARD."

IN THE CAMPS, HOWEVER, THE INMATES CARE FOR THE FIELDS WITH
DESPERATE CONCERN. IF THE MSS SPOT IN A FIELD A SINGLE ROCK OR A
SINGLE WEED, THE INMATE IN CHARGE IS HAULED OFF TO THE DETENTION
BARRACKS. CAMP FIELDS USUALLY OCCUPY MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN
NEWLY CLAIMED FOR AGRICULTURE, GROUND ORDINARILY ADVERSE TO
HUSBANDRY. THE CAMP FIELDS ARE FERTILE, HOWEVER, BECAUSE THE
INMATES APPLY HUMUS AND COMPOST TO THEM YEAR ROUND. THE FIELDS’
UNIT PRODUCTIVITY VASTLY EXCEEDS THAT OF ORDINARY NORTH KOREAN FARMS

THERE IS NO COMPARISON.

C. SKILLFUL INMATES

PRIOR TO ITS CLOSING IN 1990, CAMP 13 PRODUCED 500,000 TONS OF
HIGH-TEMPERATURE LIGNITE EACH YEAR. AFTER THE CAMP CLOSED, CIVILIAN
MINERS MANAGED TO PRODUCE FROM THE SAME MINE ONLY 100,000 TONS OF
COAL. CAMPS 12 AND 13 ALWAYS PRODUCED BUMPER CORN
CROPS. WHEN THESE CAMPS CLOSED ANDCIVILIAN FARMERS TOOK OVER,
HOWEVER, THE FIEDS SHORTLY WERE OVERRUN WITH WEEDS. CORN
PRODCTION UNDER CIVILIAN MANAGEMENT FAILED TO REACH ON THIRD OF
PREVIOUS PRODUCTION LEVELS. PARTY CADRES COMPLAINED TO THE FARMER
S THAT THE REDUCED PRODUCTION WAS RESULTING IN SHORT SUPPLY UP THE
CHAIN.

THE NORTH KOREAN ECONOMY, THEN, CAN ILL AFFORD TO DO WITHOUT
THE INTERNMENT CAMPS’ PROLIFIC PRODUCTION. THE INMATES DON'T GET
VACATIONS, THEY DON’'T GET SEASONAL BREAKS FROM THE FIELDS, AND HARSH
CONDITIONS DON’'T HALT THEIR LABOR. MANY INMATES BURR
OW LIKE MOLES INTO THE FIELDS. THE LAND AND ITS PRODUCE PROVIDE
THEM WITH LIFE’S ONLY SOLACE.

IF THE ONLY PURPOSE IN A SLAVE'S LIFE IS TO WORK LIKE A DRUDGE
UNTIL DEATH, THEN CAMP INMATES BECAME PARTICULARLY SKILLFUL, ADEPT
DRUDGES. THEY OFTEN INVENT A NEW TOOL TO HELP AT THE WORKPLACE, OR
IMPROVE EXISTING TOOLS, AND THIS BOOSTS PRODUCTIVIT
Y.

ONE INMATE CONFINED DURING THE 1970S AT CAMP 13 SUCCEEDED IN
ALTERING A DIESEL TRACTOR SO THAT IT RAN ON CHARCOAL. BEFORE LONG
ALL TRACTORS IN ALL CAMPS WERE SWITCHED OVER TO WOOD, CONSERVING
ENORMOUS QUANTITIES OF PRECIOUS OIL. AN SAYS HE HEARD A
BOUT THE TRACTOR FUEL SWITCH FROM CAMP 22'S CAMP GUARD FORCE
COMMANDER, COLONEL KANG SO-NAM. KANG IS A SHREWD COOKIE, AND AN
LEARNED KANG HEADED THE WORK GROUP AT CAMP 13’'S TRANSPORTATION
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SECTION WHERE THE INMATE MANAGED TO SWITCH TRACTORS TO CHARCOAL.
KANG REPORTED THE ACCOMPLISHMENT AS HIS OWN AND RECEIVED A MEDAL
FOR HIS TROUBLE.

INMATES GET A TOTAL OF NINE DAYS OFF PER YEAR: 1 AND 2
JANUARY (NEW YEAR’S); 16 FEBRUARY (KIM CHONG-IL’'S BIRTHDAY); 15-16
APRIL (KIM IL-SONG'S BIRTHDAY); 27 JULY (KOREAN WAR VICTORY DAY); 15
AUGUST (FATHERLAND LIBERATION DAY); 9 SEPTEMBER (GOVERNME
NT FOUNDATION DAY):; AND 10 OCTOBER (PARTY FOUNDATION DAY). THE
INMATES ARE ALSO ALLOWED ONE VOLLEYBALL MATCH PER YEAR. THIS IS
JUSTIFIED ON GROUNDS THE INMATES NEED TO VENT FRUSTRATION TO PREVENT
RIOTING.

THE MANAGEMENT HAS DISCOVERED TWO THINGS DIVERT INMATES’
THOUGHTS FROM RIOT AND REBELLION: MONEY AND MARRIAGE. CAMP INMATES
CHERISH ONLY ONE DESIRE, TO MARRY. EACH YEAR THE MSS REWARD SPIES
AND TOP PRODUCERS BY ALLOWING ONE OR TWO COUPLES IN A CA
MP T O MARRY. TO ALLOW SO FEW AMONG SO MANY TO MARRY IS SHEER
PROPAGANDA. INMATES ARE ALSO PAID 500 WON PER YEAR IN CASH. THEY
HAVE NO PLACE TO SPEND THIS MONEY, SO THE MSS AND GUARDS EXTORT IT
FROM THEM BY SELLING BLACK MARKET ITEMS AT RAPTORIAL PRICE
S. MSS PERSONNEL AND CAMP GUARDS CHARGE INMATES 50,000 WON FOR AN
OLD MILITARY UNIFORM; 10,000 WON FOR OLD SHOES WITH WORN OUT SOLES;
10,000 WON PER KILOGRAM FOR MEAT OR FISH; AND 20,000 WON FOR AN OLD
WRISTWATCH.
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PROVIDING A TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE, TITLED "NORTH

200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN FIVE HUGE CAMPS, "
CARRIED IN THE MARCH 1995 ISSUE OF WOLGAN CHOSON
A MONTHLY JOURNAL PUBLISHED BY THE CHOSON ILBO

(MONTHLY CHOSON),
(NEWSPAPER) . THE

ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY CHOSON ILBO REPORTER KIM YONG-SAM UNDER THE

EDITORIAL SUPERVISION OF SENIOR POLITICAL EDITOR CHO KAP-CHE, AND IS
BASED ON KIM'S EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH
MYONG-CH’OL, A NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR WHO WORKED AS A DRIVER FOR NORTH

( (AN) )

KOREA’'S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY AT TWO POLITICAL PRISONER

INTERNMENT CAMPS.

DEFECTED TO THE ROK IN SEPTEMBER 1994.
TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE INTO FOUR LANGUAGES --

RMAN, FRENCH AND JAPANESE -- AND COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS WERE MADE

AVAILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA.
PERMISSION FOR THIS DISSEMINATION OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION FOR
OFFICIAL USE, BUT FURTHER DISSEMINATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL USE

R CHANNELS IS

BEGIN PART 7 OF 8

D.

AN MYONG-CH’OL ESCAPED FROM NORTH KOREA AND
WOLGAN CHOSON CONTRACTED THE

ENGLISH, GE

WOLGAN CHOSON GRANTED

PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF WOLGAN CHOSON.

CONFUSED BY A FANTASY

NORTH KOREA CONTINUES TO CLAIM,
REPUBLIC THERE IS NO SUCH A THING AS AN INTERNMENT CAMP FOR

POLITICAL CRIMINALS."

TO THE OUTSIDE OBSERVER,

"IN THE JUCHE PEOPLE’S

INDEED, CAMP INMATES

APPEAR TO HAVE THE FREEDOM TO MARRY AS THEY CHOOSE AND APPEAR NOT
TO BE SLAVE LABORERS BECAUSE THEY RECEIVE WAGES.
CHILDREN GO TO SCHOOL, AND THE INMATES LEAD A SELF-SUFFICIENT LIFE.
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OFFICIAL NORTH KOREANS INSIST, "THESE PEOPLE HAVE STORES. THEY PLAY
SPORTS. WE HAVE NO INTERNMENT CAMPS!"

THESE CLAIMS TEND TO HAVE CREDIBILITY FOR SOUTH KOREA’S
LIBERALS, WHO OFTEN BELIEVE NORTH KOREA LIVES BY ITS OWN LIGHTS,
INDEPENDENTLY, ON A FOUNDATION OF RESISTANCE TO THE JAPANESE
OCCUPATION. IT MAKES NO SENSE, SOME BELIEVE, TO INDICT THEM ON CAP
ITALIST STANDARDS OF HUMAN RIGHTS.

EVEN AS A DEBATE RAGES ON THIS ISSUE IN SOUTH KOREA, HOWEVER,
THOUSANDS DIE EACH YEAR IN NORTH KOREA’S GULAG. SOME STARVE TO
DEATH, THEIR BODIES LEFT FOR WILD ANIMALS TO DEVOUR. THESE PEOPLE
ARE US. THESE PEOPLE SPEAK THE LANGUAGE WE SPEAK; THEIR

ANCESTORS ARE OUR ANCESTORS.

A SOUTH KOREAN OPPOSITION POLITICAL LEADER WHO DREAMED OF
BEING PRESIDENT RETIRED FROM POLITICS AND INVITED IMPORTANT FIGURES
FROM AROUND THE WORLD TO AN INTERNATIONAL FORUM. THE FORMER
POLITICIAN ISSUED THERE A STATEMENT WHICH, AMONG OTHER THINGS,

EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR "THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN MYNMAR" AND
CALLED FOR THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN BURMA, INCLUDING
NORTH KOREAN AGENTS WHO KILLED SOUTH KOREAN CABINET MEMBERS IN A
BOMB ATTACK THERE. HE DID NOT MENTION NORTH KOREA’'S HUMAN

RIGHTS ABUSES.

THE UNITED STATES HAS BEGUN DELIVERING 400,000 TONS OF BUNKER
C OIL TO NORTH KOREA, THE PRICE P’'YONGYANG WRUNG FROM THE AMERICANS
FOR ENTERING INTO TALKS ON ITS NUCLEAR PROGRAM. THE SOUTH KOREAN
GOVERNMENT IS FALLING ALL OVER ITSELF TO BUILD NUCLEA
R REACTORS FOR NORTH KOREA. ONE OF SOUTH KOREA’'S LARGEST
CONGLOMERATES AGREED TO SUPPLY SEVERAL THOUSAND TONS OF SUGAR TO
P’'YONGYANG AS A BRIBE FOR PERMISSION TO DO BUSINESS IN NORTH KOREA.

IS THERE NO DANGER THE U.S. OIL WILL BE USED IN THE INTERNMENT
CAMPS TO MAKE INMATES WORK HARDER? IS THERE NO DANGER THE SOUTH
KOREAN NUCLEAR REACTORS WILL GENERATE POWER FOR THE 3,300-VOLT
ELECTRIC FENCES THAT SURROUND THE INTERNMENT CAMPS? IS TH
ERE NO DANGER THE SUGAR THE SOUTH KOREAN CONGLOMERATE WILL GIVE TO
NORTH KOREA WILL BE USED AS BONUSES TO STIMULATE MSS PERSONNEL AND
CAMP GUARDS TO FURTHER EXCESSES OF LOYALTY? THE TIME HAS COME TO
CONSIDER SUCH THINGS.

A YOUNG DEFECTOR HAS RENT THE VEIL THAT HID FROM OUR VIEW NOT
ONLY NORTH KOREA’S INTERNMENT CAMPS BUT THE FORMERLY IMPENETRABLE
ABSOLUTE CONTROL ZONES. WE NOW HAVE CLEAR TESTIMONY ABOUT THE
NATURE OF NORTH KOREAN CAMPS, PLACES WHERE INMATES ARE STR
IPPED OF HUMANITY AND BUTCHERED LIKE CATTLE.

MANY A TALL MOUNTAIN AND SWIFT RIVER, HOWEVER, LAY BETWEEN US
AND OUR ABILITY TO APPLY THIS YOUNG MAN’'S LESSONS. THE REALITY IS
THAT A "NORTH KOREAN FANTASY" GRIPS MANY IN SOUTH KOREA, AND AN
MYONG-CH'OL’S ACCOUNT ALONE WILL NOT UNDERMINE A FANTASY

AS PERSISTENT AS THIS ONE.

APPENDIX A: DIRECTIVES ON POLITICAL PRISONERS
KIM IL-SONG:

-- WE MUST MAKE CLASS ENEMIES TASTE CLEARLY THE DICTATORSHIP
OF THE PROLETARIAT.

-— FACTIONAL ELEMENTS ARE STUMBLING BLOCKS TO OUR REVOLUTION,
AND THE REVOLUTION MUST SINGLE THEM OUT FOR ERADICATION.
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-- FACTIONALISM PRODUCES CLASS ENEMIES WHO MUST BE ANNIHILATED
AGAIN AND AGAIN, WITHOUT FAIL.

-- WEEDS MUST BE ERADICATED IN THEIR SEASON, DESTROYED TO THE
ROOTS.

-- EXPLOITATIVE ELEMENTS AND FACTIONAL ELEMENTS IN THE PAST
GOT FAT BY SUCKING THE SWEAT AND BLOOD OF OUR PEOPLE. WE MUST
ANNIHILATE THESE ELEMENTS WITHOUT REGARD FOR THEIR SITUATION TODAY,
AND PUSH AHEAD WITH NO FURTHER THOUGHT OF THEM.

-- I UNDERSTAND CLASS ENEMIES IN OUR ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS
(INTERNMENT CAMPS) OFTEN RIOT AND REVOLT. WE MUST STATION ARMY
TROOPS IN THERE TO SEE THEY DO NOT DO THAT AGAIN. (DELIVERED IN
1968.)

-- WE MUST COMMEND HIGHLY MILITARY MEMBERS OF THE CAMP GUARD
FORCE WHO APPREHEND ESCAPEES, AND WE MUST STRENGTHEN IDEOLOGICAL
INDOCTRINATION AMONG THEM SO THEY ARE HOSTILE TOWARD FACTIONAL
ELEMENTS.

-- MSS PERSONNEL IN CHARGE OF CLASS ENEMIES MUST NOT BE
INDUCED TO FEEL THE SLIGHTEST HUMANITY OR EMPATHY FOR THEM. THEY
MUST EXECUTE THEIR CONTROL DUTIES ALWAYS WITH REVOLUTIONARY
AWARENESS. THEY MUST CLEARLY REVEAL TO THESE CLASS ENEMIES JUST WH
AT CONSTITUTES THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT.

KIM CHONG-IL:

-- BASTARDS WHO ESCAPE MUST BE RUN TO GROUND AND KILLED TO A
MAN. THE HONORABLE LEADER’'S PRESTIGE AND FOREIGN INFLUENCE CAN BE
HURT MORE BY AN ESCAPE THAN BY ANY OTHER THING. SO BASTARDS WHO
ESCAPE MUST BE KILLED WITHOUT MERCY.

-- YOU COMRADES (MSS AND CAMP GUARDS) MUST BE PERFECT IN YOUR
CONTROL AND YOUR SURVEILLANCE SO THAT YOU DO NOT LET A SINGLE
BASTARD ESCAPE, FOR THAT WOULD CAUSE THE HONORABLE LEADER TO WORRY.

-- THE 7TH BUREAU OF THE MSS DOES NOT EXIST FOR PRODUCTION.
IT EXISTS TO DEAL VIOLENTLY WITH CLASS STRUGGLE. YOU MUST
STRENGTHEN YOUR UNCOMPROMISING STRUGGLE AGAINST CLASS ENEMIES AND
FACTIONAL ELEMENTS.

-- PERSONNEL OF THE MSS FARM GUIDANCE BUREAU (7TH BUREAU) AND
THE CAMP GUARD FORCE MUST TAKE PRIDE IN THE FACT THEY STAND ON THE
FORWARD OUTPOST LINE OF OUR CLASS. THEY MUST BRING JOY TO THE
HONORABLE LEADER BY CONDUCTING CAMP CONTROL ACTIVITIES WI
THOUT BLEMISH AND BY PREVENTING ANY OF THE EMIGRANTS (POLITICAL
PRISONERS) FROM ESCAPING.

APPENDIX B: CAMP GUARD AND MSS TRAINING CONTENT
-- THE INMATES ARE BLOODSUCKERS WHO HAVE ABUSED OUR COMRADES

IN THE PAST. THEY ARE CORPULENT, HEINOUS ENEMIES. THEY ARE
INVETERATE ENEMIES OF THE PEOPLE, AND TRAITORS TO THE STATE.
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-- YOU MUST NEVER REGARD THEM AS HUMAN. IF YOU TREAT THEM
WITH EMPATHY, YOU WILL BE TREATED AS AN INMATE YOURSELF.

-- IF YOU ERR AND KILL AN INMATE, OR IF YOU KILL AN INMATE IN
AN ACCIDENT, WE WILL NOT HOLD YOU RESPONSIBLE. YOUR AUTHORITY IS
UNLIMITED, AND YOU MAY DO AS YOU WANT.

-- IF YOU CAPTURE AN INMATE WITH A BAD ATTITUDE, WE WILL
COMMEND YOU OFFICIALLY. IF YOU CAPTURE AN ESCAPEE, WE WILL OPEN THE
DOOR TO YOUR FUTURE.

-- IF SOUTH KOREAN SPECIAL WARFARE COMMAND (SWC) TROOPS
PARACHUTE INTO YOUR AREA, YOU MUST FORM A STRONG GUERRILLA FRONT.
YOU MUST TRAIN WITHOUT ANY STOPS TO PREPARE TO DEFEND AGAINST THE
SWC.

-~ IF YOU ALLOW INMATES TO MAKE CONTACT WITH ORDINARY
CITIZENS, YOU WILL INJURE THE PRESTIGE OF THE HONORABLE LEADER. YOU
MUST SHOOT WITHOUT EXCEPTION ANY INMATE WHO APPROACHES THE PERIMETER
FENCE.

-- BE ALWAYS ALERT AGAINST THE POSSIBILITY THAT A SPY MAY
SNEAK INTO YOUR AREA. BE READY TO DETECT HIM.

-- YOU ABSOLUTELY MUST NEVER TALK TO AN INMATE, AND YOU MUST
MAINTAIN SECURITY AT ALL TIMES. WHEN YOUR TERM OF SERVICE ENDS YOU
MUST CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN SECURITY. IF YOU DO NOT, YOU WILL BECOME
AN INMATE.

APPENDIX C: HOW INMATES THINK

FOLLOWING ARE POINTS MADE BY THE CAMP’S SECURITY SECTION CHIEF
DURING ON-DUTY TRAINING ABOUT INMATES’ PSYCHOLOGY. THE MSS OFFICER
SPOKE AS IF HE WERE AN INMATE. (AN MYONG-CH’'OL SAYS THE INMATES
SUFFER SO MUCH THEY WILL EXPLODE IF THEY GET A CHANCE
)

-- I WILL KILL MSS OR CAMP GUARDS, TAKE THEIR WEAPONS, AND
FLEE.

-- I CAN'T TAKE THE UNJUSTNESS ANY MORE. I'LL GET MY REVENGE
IF IT KILLS ME.

-- IF T GO THIS WAY, I DIE. 1IF I GO THAT WAY, I DIE. I MIGHT
AS WELL DIE FIGHTING.

-- I'VE GOT TO SURVIVE AND ENDURE UNTIL THE AMERICANS OR THE
SOUTH KOREANS BREAK IN HERE AND RESCUE ME.

-- IF T WORK HARD, THEY MAY LET ME RETURN TO THE REAL WORLD.
I'VE GOT TO WORK HARDER.

-- IT DOESN'T MATTER HOW MUCH WORK I DO IN HERE, THEY'LL NEVER
LET ME GO. T MIGHT AS WELL CUT CORNERS AND LIVE AS COMFORTABLY AS I
CAN UNTIL I DIE.

-- IF I EXPRESS DIVERGENT VIEWS, THEY'RE GOING TO KILL ME
QUICK. I'VE JUST GOT TO SHUT MY MOUTH AND LIVE AS UNOBTRUSIVELY AS
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POSSIBLE.
APPENDIX D: ORGANIZATION OF THE MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY (MSS)

MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY
#
#--1ST BUREAU
#
#--2ND BUREAU
#
#--3RD BUREAU (PRELIMINARY ADJUDICATION) #
#--5TH BUREAU (BORDER, COASTAL, RAILROAD GUARD FORCES) #
#--7TH BUREAU (FARM GUIDANCE BUREAU)
#-- ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER NUMBER 14; KAECH’'ON, SOUTH P’'YONG’AN
# PROVINCE; FOR FAMILY MEMBERS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS
#-- ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER NUMBER 15; YODOK, SOUTH HAMGYONG
PROVINCE;
# FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS AND FAMILY MEMBERS OF POLITICAL
PRISONERS
#-- ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER NUMBER 16; HWASONG, NORTH HAMGYONG
PROVINCE;

# FOR FAMILY MEMBERS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS

#-- ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER NUMBER 22; HOERYONG, NORTH HAMGYONG
# PROVINCE; FOR FAMILY MEMBERS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS

#-- ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER NUMBER 25; CH’ONGJIN, NORTH HAMGYONG
# PROVINCE; FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS

#
#--5TH GENERAL BUREAU

#-- KIM IL-SONG AND KIM CHONG-IL SECURITY FORCE BUREAU
#--10TH DIRECTORATE (CONSTRUCTION BUREAU)

APPENDIX E: MSS CAMPS THAT HAVE CLOSED

CAMP

DATE REASON

NUM LOCATION

CLOSED CLOSED

11 KYONGSONG, NORTH HAMGYONG OCT 1989

BUILD VILLA FOR
PROVINCE (BENEATH KWANMO-PONG)
KIM IL-SONG

12 ONSONG-GUN, NODONGJA-GU, MAY 1987 CLOSE TO
BORDER;

NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE
SECURITY BLOWN

13 ONSONG-GUN, CHONGSONG-GU, DEC 1990 CLOSE TO
BORDER;

NORTH HAMGYONG PROVINCE
SECURITY BLOWN

26 HWACH'ON-DONG, SUNGHO, JAN 1991 CONCERN THAT

P’ YONGYANG
COVER BLOWN;
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27 CH'ONMA, NORTH P’'YONG’'AN PROVINCE
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APPENDIX F: INTERNMENT CAMP ORGANIZATION

7TH BUREAU, MSS
#
#
CAMP COMMANDANT
#

#--DIRECTOR, POLITICAL DEPARTMENT
#--POLITICAL DEPARTMENT

#
#--SECURITY DEPARTMENT
#--SECTION 1 (SECURITY)

#--SECTION 2 (PRODUCTION)

#--ADMINISTRATION DIVISION
#--SECTION 1
#--SECTION 2

#

#--GUARD DIVISION
#--CAMP GUARD FORCE
#--PATROL TEAM

#

#--REAR AREA DIVISION
#--COMMERCIAL SECTION
#--REAR AREA SECTION

#

#--RAW MATERIALS SECTION

#

#--EXPLOSIVES SECTION

#

#--FINANCE SECTION

#

#--COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

#

#--TRANSPORTATION SECTION

MISSION SUMMARIES:

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT:

SECURITY DEPARTMENT:

ADMINISTRATION DIVISION:

(CONDUCTS CAMP EXECUTIONS)
(OVERSEAS CAMP PRODUCTION)

RESPONSIBLE FOR IDEOLOGICAL CONTROL OF
MSS PERSONNEL AND CAMP GUARDS; ANTI-CORRUPTION SURVEILLANCE; AND
CENSURE AND DISCIPLINE OF EXECUTIVES.

RESPONSIBLE FOR MONITORING INMATES’
ATTITUDES; TAKING INTO CUSTODY VICIOUS INMATES
COMPLAINERS); AND SENDING SUCH INMATES TO THE EXECUTION SITE, TO
THE DETENTION BARRACKS, OR TO LARGE CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.

RESPONSIBLE FOR EXPLOITING INMATES’

LABOR IN PURSUIT OF FULFILLING NATIONAL PLANS.

GUARD DIVISION: RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING THE CAMP SEPARATE
FROM THE REST OF NORTH KOREAN SOCIETY;

FORCE OF ARMS TO PUT DOWN RIOTS AND REBELLIONS.
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REAR AREA DIVISION: RESPONSIBLE TO PROVIDE RATIONS AND OTHER
SUPPLIES TO MSS PERSONNEL AND CAMP GUARDS.

RAW MATERIALS SECTION: RESPONSIBLE TO PROCURE AND PROVIDE
MATERIALS NECESSARY FOR CAMP CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.

EXPLOSIVES SECTION: RESPONSIBLE TO PROVIDE NECESSARY
EXPLOSIVES FOR CAMP MINING OPERATIONS.

FINANCE SECTION: RESPONSIBLE TO PAY MSS PERSONNEL, CAMP
GUARDS, AND INMATES.

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION: RESPONSIBLE TO PROVIDE AND MAINTAIN
CAMP TELEPHONE AND RADIO COMMUNICATIONS.

TRANSPORTATION SECTION: RESPONSIBLE TO MAINTAIN VEHICLES USED
IN THE CAMP OR USED TO BRING MATERIALS INTO OR OUT OF THE CAMP.

NOTES:

1. THE THREE MOST IMPORTANT ORGANIZATIONS ARE THE SECURITY,
ADMINISTRATION, AND GUARD DIVISIONS. INMATES FEAR MOST THE SECURITY
AND GUARD DIVISIONS BECAUSE THESE EXERCISE THE POWER OF LIFE OR
DEATH OVER THEM.

2. THE EUPHEMISTIC NORTH KOREAN TERM FOR "INTERNMENT CAMP" IS
"ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER."

3. THE EUPHEMISTIC NORTH KOREAN TERM FOR INMATE IS

"EMIGRANT." (TN: THE ENGLISH TERM "INMATE" REFERS BOTH TO
POLITICAL PRISONERS AND TO FAMILY MEMBERS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS.)
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DTG: 171035Z AUG 95
FROM: FM SACINCUNC SEOUL KOR

CONTROLS :
UNCLAS
FOR: PDASD MR. CAMPBELL
DIR EAPR BGEN HALL
EA/K MR. BROWN

COMBINE: COMPLETE

TEXT:
SUBJ: N. KOREA’'S GULAG: 200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS (PART 8 OF 8)
REFS:

A. PART 1 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171000Z AUG 95
B. PART 2 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171005z AUG 95
C. PART 3 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171010Z AUG 95
D. PART 4 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171015Z AUG 95
E. PART 5 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 1710202 AUG 95
F. PART 6 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171025Z AUG 95
G. PART 7 OF 8 - SACINCUNC MSG SAB DTG 171030Z AUG 95
INTRODUCTION:

THIS MESSAGE IS PART 8 OF AN 8-PART CABLE (SEE ABOVE
REFERENCES) PROVIDING A TRANSLATION OF AN ARTICLE, TITLED "NORTH
KOREA’'S GULAG: 200,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS IN FIVE HUGE CAMPS,"
CARRIED IN THE MARCH 1995 ISSUE OF WOLGAN CHOSON (MONTHLY CHOSON),
A MONTHLY JOURNAL PUBLISHED BY THE CHOSON ILBO (NEWSPAPER). THE
ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY CHOSON ILBO REPORTER KIM YONG-SAM UNDER THE
EDITORIAL SUPERVISION OF SENIOR POLITICAL EDITOR CHO KAP-CHE, AND IS
BASED ON KIM'S EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH ((AN)) MYONG-

CH’OL, A NORTH KOREAN DEFECTOR WHO WORKED AS A DRIVER FOR NORTH
KOREA’S MINISTRY OF STATE SECURITY AT TWO POLITICAL PRISONER
INTERNMENT CAMPS. AN MYONG-CH’'OL ESCAPED FROM NORTH KOREA AND
DEFECTED TO THE ROK IN SEPTEMBER 1994. WOLGAN CHOSON CONTRACTED TH
E TRANSLATION OF THIS ARTICLE INTO FOUR LANGUAGES -- ENGLISH,
GERMAN, FRENCH AND JAPANESE -- AND COPYRIGHTED TRANSLATIONS WERE
MADE AVAILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA. WOLGAN CHOSON GRANTED
PERMISSION FOR THIS DISSEMINATION OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION

FOR OFFICIAL USE, BUT FURTHER DISSEMINATION OUTSIDE OFFICIAL USER
CHANNELS IS PROHIBITED WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF WOLGAN CHOSON.

BEGIN PART 8 OF 8
APPENDIX G: PEOPLE AN MYONG-CH’'OL MET IN THE CAMPS

KIM SONG-HO, MALE, 50, FROM P’'YONGYANG: MINISTRY OF THE
PEOPLE’S ARMED FORCES (MPAF) LIEUTENANT GENERAL. KIM WAS INTERNED
DURING THE PURGE OF KIM CH’'ANG-PONG. KIM WORKED AS HEAD OF THE
ELECTRICITY REPAIR TEAM IN CAMP 13'S MOTOR POOL. HE WAS TRAN
SFER RED TO CAMP 22, WHERE HE WORKS AS HEAD OF THE REPAIR TEAM IN A
CAMP FOOD FACTORY. KIM IS AN EXPERT AT ELECTRICAL REPAIR.
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KIM POK-NAM, MALE, 25, FROM P’'YONGYANG: MSS OFFICER. KIM'S
FATHER WAS INTERNED WHEN KIM PYONG-HO WAS PURGED. KIM WAS A VEHICLE
MECHANIC AT CAMP 13'S MOTOR POOL. AFTER BEING TRANSFERRED TO CAMP
22, KIM WAS ASSIGNED AS A TRACTOR TEAM CHIEF UNDER T
HE DIRECT CONTROL OF THE NAKSAENG ZONE.

CH'OE FNU, 28, FEMALE, FROM P’'YONGYANG. CH’'OE’S FATHER WAS A
CADRE IN THE CENTRAL PARTY BUT WAS INTERNED ON SUSPICION OF OPPOSING
KIM CHONG-IL. SHE WAS A WORK GROUP GUIDE IN CAMP 13’'S WORK GROUP
19. SHE BECAME PREGNANT BY THE DEPUTY COMMANDER OF
SALBAUI GUARD POST, CAMP GUARD FORCE. HER PREGNANCY WAS EXPOSED,
AND SHE WAS EXECUTED SECRETLY IN 1987.

PAK KUM-NYO, 55, FEMALE, FROM P’'YONGYANG. PAK’S HUSBAND WAS A
CADRE IN THE CENTRAL PARTY BUT WAS INTERNED ON SUSPICION OF BEING A
SPY. PAK WAS A SEAMSTRESS AT CAMP 13’'S MOTOR POOL. SHE WAS
TRANSFERRED TO CAMP 16 IN DECEMBER 1990.

KANG FNU, 26, FEMALE, FROM KOSONG IN KANGWON PROVINCE. KANG’S
FATHER WAS A MPAF MILITARY OFFICER BUT WAS INTERNED AFTER ATTEMPTING
TO DEFECT TO SOUTH KOREA. SHE WAS A WORK GROUP GUIDE IN TUNNEL 5 AT
CAMP 13'S COAL MINE. SHE ATTEMPTED TO KILL A MS
S OFFICER IN 1989 AND WAS SHOT DEAD ON THE SPOT.

CHANG SANG-CH’'OL, MALE, 30, FROM ONGJIN IN HWANGHAE PROVINCE.
CHANG'S FATHER PROVIDED SUPPORT TO SOUTH KOREAN FORCES ENTERING
NORTH KOREA DURING THE KOREAN WAR. HE HID OUT AFTER THE WAR ENDED
BUT EVENTUALLY WAS ARRESTED AND INTERNED WITH ALL FAMIL
Y MEMBERS. CHANG WAS AN ENGINE MECHANIC IN CAMP 22'S MOTOR POOL.

KIM SANG-CH’'OL, MALE, 27, FROM P’'YONGSONG IN SOUTH P’YONG'AN
PROVINCE. KIM'S FATHER WAS A MPAF MILITARY OFFICER BUT WAS INTERNED
DURING THE PURGE OF KIM CH’'ANG-PONG. KIM WAS A MECHANIC IN CAMP
22’S MOTOR POOL.

KIM HUI-CH'OL, MALE, 25, FROM P'YONGYANG. KIM’S FATHER
MISCONSTRUED A KIM CHONG-IL DIRECTIVE AND WAS INTERNED WITH ALL HIS
FAMILY. KIM WAS A MECHANIC IN CAMP 22’'S MOTOR POOL.

KIM HA-CHUN, MALE, 28. KIM'S FATHER WAS INTERNED, AND KIM WAS
A MECHANIC IN CAMP 22'S MOTOR POOL.

OM YONG-OK, FEMALE, 27, FROM SARI-WON IN HWANGHAE PROVINCE.
OM’S FATHER WAS ACCUSED OF BEING A SPY. SHE WAS A RADIATOR REPAIR
PERSON IN CAMP 22°'S MOTOR POOL.

KIM SUN-HUI, FEMALE, 33, FROM P’'YONGYANG. KIM’S FATHER WAS
INTERNED. SHE WAS A BATTERY REPAIR PERSON IN CAMP 22'S MOTOR POOL.

KIM KIL-HWA, FEMALE, 29, FROM P’'YONGYANG. KIM’'S FATHER WAS A
MSS OFFICER BUT WAS INTERNED DURING THE KIM CH'ANG-PONG PURGE. KIM
WAS A VEHICLE PAINTER IN CAMP 22’'S MOTOR POOL. SHE WAS A SPY FOR
THE CAMP'S POLITICAL DEPARTMENT, AND THE MSS USED HER
AS A SEX TOY.

KIM KYONG-CH’'AN, MALE, 35, FROM KANGWON PROVINCE. KIM’S

FATHER WAS A MPAF GENERAL OFFICER BUT WAS PURGED. KIM WAS CHIEF OF
THE NAKSAENG ZONE DIRECT CONTROL TRACTOR PLATOON AT CAMP 22.
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MEDICAL OFFICER U FORCED KIM TO UNDERGO AN UNNECESSARY APPENDI
X OPERATION.

PYON OK-SUK, FEMALE, 27. PYON WAS CHIEF OF THE RICE WINE WORK
TEAM AT CAMP 22'S FOOD FACTORY. PYON CAN WEAR MANY FACES.

CHANG OK-HUI, FEMALE, 30, FROM P’'YONGYANG. CHANG’S FATHER
WROTE A HISTORY OF MANSUDAE BUT WAS INTERNED ON CHARGES OF
SURRENDERING TO CAPITALISTIC IDEAS. CHANG WAS A VEHICLE PAINTER IN
CAMP 22°'S MOTOR POOL. SHE HAD A BEAUTIFUL SINGING VOICE AND OF
TEN CRIED IN ANGER AT HER FATHER FOR CAUSING HER INTERNMENT.

YI FNU, FEMALE, 45, FROM P’'YONGYANG. YI'S HUSBAND WAS A
DIPLOMAT WORKING FOR THE CENTRAL PARTY. SHE PLAYED ON THE NORTH
KOREAN NATIONAL WOMEN’'S VOLLEYBALL TEAM AND COMPETED IN
INTERNATIONAL MATCHES. YI WAS A WORK GROUP FOREMAN IN CAMP 22'S
WORK G
ROUP 19. SHE OBSEQUIOUSLY OBEYED THE MSS.

HAN CHIN-TOK, FEMALE, 26, FROM ANPYON COUNTY IN KANGWON
PROVINCE. HAN'S FATHER WAS A VETERINARIAN IN ANPYON COUNTY, AND HER
UNCLE WAS A MPAF SENIOR COLONEL BUT WAS INTERNED IN 1975. HAN HAD A
SEXUAL LIAISON WITH CAMP GUARD FORCE SERGEANT YANG KI-C
H’OL IN MAY 1991. SHE WAS ASSIGNED TO TUNNEL 1 IN CAMP 22'S COAL
MINE AND LOST BOTH LEGS IN A TUNNEL CART ACCIDENT.

KIM KYONG-SUK, FEMALE, 28, FROM P’'YONGYANG. KIM'S FATHER WAS
A MPAF COLONEL BUT WAS IMPLICATED DURING THE KIM CH’'ANG-PONG PURGE.
KIM WAS INTERNED AT CAMP 12 IN 1973 AND TRANSFERRED TO CAMP 22 IN
MAY 1987. KIM WAS A MINER IN TUNNEL 6 AT CAMP 22'S
COAL MINE. AN MYONG-CH’'OL GAVE HER SOME PORK; THIS WAS REVEALED;
AND KIM WAS REASSIGNED TO AN UNKNOWN POST.

CH'OE SUN-AE, FEMALE, 27, FROM SINUIJU IN NORTH P’YONG'’'AN
PROVINCE. CH’'OE'S FATHER WAS A MPAF COLONEL BUT SAID SOMETHING THE
REGIME COULD NOT OVERLOOK AND WAS INTERNED IN 1974. CH’OE WAS A
MINER IN CAMP 22°'S COAL MINE.

YI FNU, FEMALE, 45, FROM UNP'A COUNTY IN HWANGHAE PROVINCE.
YI WAS INTERNED IN 1978 AFTER IT WAS LEARNED THAT HER HUSBAND'S
BROTHER WAS AN OFFICER IN THE SOUTH KOREAN ARMED FORCES. YI WAS A
CONSTRUCTION WORKER ON CAMP 22'S FARM CONSTRUCTION WORK G
ROUP

WANG KUM-POK, FEMALE, 35. WANG'S FATHER PROVIDED SUPPORT TO
SOUTH KOREA FORCES ENTERING NORTH KOREA DURING THE KOREAN WAR AND
WAS INTERNED WHEN THIS FACT WAS REVEALED. WANG WAS A WORK GROUP
GUIDE AT CAMP 22°'S MOTOR POOL. SHE HAD THE EYES OF A SNA
KE AND THE HEART OF A VIPER.

CHO FNU, FEMALE, 60. CHO’S HUSBAND SERVED AS A TOWNSHIP MAYOR
DURING THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION AND WAS INTERNED WHEN THIS WAS
REVEALED. AUTHORITIES IN 1973 SEARCHED CHO’'S HOME AND FOUND A MEDAL
FROM THE JAPANESE EMPEROR AND A JAPANESE SWORD. SHE AN
D THREE CHILDREN WERE SECRETLY EXECUTED.

AN FNU, FEMALE, 65. AN’S HUSBAND OWNED PROPERTY BEFORE NORTH
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KOREA WAS FOUNDED, AND HE WAS INTERNED WHEN THIS WAS REVEALED.
AUTHORITIES IN 1992 SEARCHED AN'S HOME AND FOUND A PROPERTY DEED AND
A SOUTH KOREAN NATIONAL FLAG. SHE AND TWO DAUGHTERS W

ERE SECRETLY EXECUTED.

SON MYONG-CHUN, MALE, 25. SON’S FATHER WAS INTERNED ON
SUSPICION OF BEING OPPOSED TO THE REGIME OF KIM IL-SONG AND KIM
CHONG-IL. SON WAS A NAMSOK REGION CARPENTER AND A FINE MAKER OF
FURNITURE.

HO YONG-SUN, FEMALE, 27. HO WAS A MACHINE OPERATOR AT THE
HEATING PLANT. SHE WAS BEAUTIFUL, AND THE MSS TOOK HER AWAY AND
TOYED WITH HER SEXUALLY.

AN TONG-HO, MALE, 33. AN WAS A DRIVER IN CAMP 22'S MOTOR POOL.

KIM MYONG-SOP, 27, MALE. KIM WAS A MECHANIC IN CAMP 22’'S
MOTOR POOL. KIM WAS VERY HOT TEMPERED AND WAS BEATEN EVERY DAY AS A
RESULT. HE WAS NOT EXECUTED, HOWEVER, BECAUSE HE WAS A SUPERIOR
MECHANIC.

OM KWANG-HO, MALE, 25. OM WAS A DRIVER IN CAMP 22'S COAL MINE
MOTOR POOL. OM WAS INTERNED WITH HIS FATHER. HE WAS SKILLFUL AT
GETTING ALONG WITH PEOPLE.

KIM KWANG-SU, MALE, 28. KIM WAS A MECHANIC AT THE
HEADQUARTERS MOTOR POOL. KIM STUTTERED.

YI SONG-IL, MALE, 31. YI WAS LEADER OF THE ELECTRICITY REPAIR
PLATOON OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE MOTOR POOL. YI WAS AN EXCELLENT
ELECTRICIAN.

OM TONG-KUN, MALE, 35. OM WAS A MECHANIC AT THE HEADQUARTERS
MOTOR POOL.

KIM HO-YONG, MALE, 29. KIM WAS A DRIVER FOR THE HEADQUARTERS
MOTOR POOL.

KONG CHONG-WON, MALE, 45. KONG WAS A CHINESE RESIDENT OF
NORTH KOREA. HE WAS CHIE OF THE PRODUCTION TEAM AT THE
HEADQUARTERS MOTO POOL. KON WAS A MASTER MECHANIC WHO WAS SO
ALENTED HE COULD BUILD HIS OWN GENERATOR.

HAM POK-SUN, FEMALE, 29. SHE CONSORTED WITH THE MSS AND ACTED
AS THEIR SPY. SHE WAS WORK GROUP GUIDE FOR WORK GROUP 1 IN CAMP
22'S SAUL REGION. HAM HAD BIG EYES AND A BEAUTIFUL FACE, BUT SHE
WAS A MEAN WOMAN.

KIM FNU, FEMALE, 35. KIM'S GRANDFATHER REPORTEDLY
PARTICIPATED WITH KIM HYONG-CHIK IN THE CHOSON PEOPLE’S SOCIETY.
SHE WAS WORK GROUP GUIDE FOR WORK GROUP 3 IN CAMP 22'S SAUL REGION.
KIM WAS A MSS SPY AND A SEXUAL TOY FOR THE MSS. KIM PESTERED T
HE M SS TO GET HER A NOVEL CALLED, "DAWN PATH," WHICH WAS SUPPOSED
TO MENTION HER GRANDFATHER AND KIM HYONG-CHIK.

8. POC IS OFFICE OF SPECIAL ADVISOR TO CINCUNC, DSN 723-34390/3631
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