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AAM-North Korea-MIAs,215<
AU.S. team searches for Korean War missing in North Korea<

WASHINGTON (AP) A 10-man Defense Department team has arrived
in North Korea on the first of five missions this year to recover
remains of men unaccounted for from the Korean War, the Pentagon
said Wednesday.

The team will operate in an area about 60 miles north of the
capital Pyongyang, the site of a November 1950 battle between
forces from China and members of the 8th Army's 25th Division, a
statement said. The area was the site of fierce combat in which
about 50 American soldiers died.

More than 8,100 Americans remain unaccounted for from combat in
Korea.

The Pentagon said the team is expected to spend 25 days at the
excavation site.

It is the third year that Pentagon teams have conducted joint
recovery operations with the North Koreans. In 1996 and 1997, the
remains of seven servicemen were recovered. One has been identified
and returned to his family for burial.

The last of the five operations is scheduled to conclude in
October.

South Korea and North Korea remain technically in a state of
war, because no peace treaty was signed at the end of the 1950-53
Korean War. The border separating the two Koreas is sealed, with
almost 2 million troops deployed on both sides.

APE- 04/29/98 17:40:00
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