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SCENESETTER: BUENOS AIRES AIRPORT ARRIVAL

Your visit to Argentina will begin with a brief arrival ceremony
at Ezeiza International airport, formally known as Ministro
Pistarini international airport, which is some 47 kilometers
from downtown Buenos Aires. The airport was inaugurated by
President Juan Peron in April of 1949. 1Its site is not ideal,
being square in the fog basin of Argentina, but the land was
state owned, which met the needs of the government’s pocketbook.

The original name, Ezeiza, was that of a small town near the
airport. It was later changed to honor the Army General and
Minister of Public Works in office when the airport was built.
U.S. carriers Bmerican and United use Ezeiza for daily flights
to and from the United States.
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SCENESETTER: WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY
AT SAN MARTIN PLAZA

General Jose de San Martin is considered the founding father of
Argentina. He is closely analogous to George Washington. Born
in what would become Argentina, San Martin began his military
career in Spain, fighting against Napoleon’s invasion of the
Iberian Peninsula. News of revolution in his native land led
him to return home in 1812. His leadership of the revolutionary
troops forced the resignation of the ruling triumvirate in
October of 1812.

Between 1816 and 1820, General San Martin’s leadership, planning
and perseverance helped lead to the final defeat of Spanish
colonial forces in the southern region of South America. 1In
addition, therefore, to his status as the national hero of
Argentina, San Martin is recognized as the liberator of Chile
and Peru.

This wreath-laying ceremony is traditional for visiting heads of
state. You will be welcomed at the monument side of San Martin
Plaza by Foreign Minister Di Tella. A master of ceremonies will
narrate events and announce the playing of the national anthems.
He will then announce that you will lay the wreath, which will
be positioned by ceremonial troops at the pedestal of the
monument. You will stand in front of the wreath to render
honors to San Martin; a ceremonial band will play taps. You
will make brief, prepared remarks. The MC will announce the end
of the ceremony and you will be escorted to your vehicle en
route to meeting with President Menem.
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SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

SCENESETTER: BILATERAL MEETING WITH PRESIDENT MENEM

Your meeting with President Carlos Menem will take place in the
Casa Rosada (Pink House) after the wreath laying ceremony. The
Casa Rosada serves as the Argentine President’s downtown office.
The building is located on the “Plaza de Mayo,” where the city
was founded in 1580. At that time, this area was surrounded by
fortifications and located on a hill above the River Plate, which
has since shifted to nearly a mile away. 1In 1806-07, the
building was occupied by invading British troops. Later, in the
1850’s, it was painted pink, then a fashionable color for
residences.

From a balcony facing the plaza, Juan Peron and other Argentine
leaders have spoken to large crowds on momentous occasions. Last
year this balcony was featured prominently in the filming of
“"Evita.” The Plaza de Mayo is most recently known as the location
for protests by the “Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo” seeking
information on their children who were disappeared during
Argentina’s “dirty war” (1976-1983).

On arrival at the “Portico,” you will be greeted and led in along
a red carpet, up a short set of steps, and then to the right down
another red carpet. At the top of a double set of marble steps,
you enter the White Room.

President Menem will greet you. (N.B. Alternatively, President
Menem will have ridden with you to the Casa Rosada from the
wreath laying ceremony.) Press will be available for photos.
Departing through doors to the right of the dais, President Menem
will lead you down a corridor and through double doors to his
Presidential Office for a short private conversation.

Next, you and President Menem will proceed to the formal
(expanded) meeting in the North Room, entering it through the
left door of the adjacent White Room. You will be seated at the
niddle of the conference table on the side nearest the White
Room, and President Menem will be directly opposite (with his
back to the window). (Press spray on arrival, simultaneous
translation during meeting).

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED
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SCENESETTER: TOWN HALL EVENT

At this live broadcast, “Voices of the Future: A Conversation
with American President Bill Clinton,” you will be speaking to
and answering questions from audiences of youth leaders in three
cities: Buenos Aires, Miami and Los Angeles.

The Town Hall of the Americas will focus attention on a new
generation of Latin Americans that share many of the same ideals
and interests as their peers in the United States. By
facilitating interaction among young people in Miami, Los Angeles
and Buenos Aires, this event will underscore the common future of
the hemisphere’s youth and our common interest in working as
partners to meet the challenges of the new era. The dialogue
will highlight your agenda for addressing the challenges the
young people of the Americas face on the verge of the 21°
century (education, drugs and good jobs primary among them) and
the benefits of our growing cooperation.

The audiences will be composed of approximately 100 “Stars of
Tomorrow” from Argentina, the United States and other countries
in Latin America. They will represent a diverse cross-section of
current youth leaders in education, business, community service,
sports, health, environment, anti-drug efforts and the arts.

Univision reaches 92.3 percent of Hispanic households in the
United States (29.3 million people). 1In addition, Univision is
donating the satellite feed from the town hall to the major
broadcasters in the hemisphere and to all countries interested in
the broadcast. This service will be free of charge and allow all
33 democracies in Latin America, as well as Spain and Portugal,
to receive the broadcast.

The event will last 60 minutes. You will have several minutes
for an opening presentation and then take approximately 15
questions total from the three locations. Univision will also
weight the proportion of questions asked from each site more
heavily towards Buenos Aires. The breakdown will be 60 percent
of the questions from Buenos Aires, 20 percent from Miami and
20 percent from Los Angeles.
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SCENESETTER: STATE DINNER

President Menem will host the dinner, to be held at the main
restaurant on the grounds of the Sociedad Rural de Argentina
(“Rural Society of Argentina”). There will be approximately
1,000 guests invited to this gala affair, which the Argentines
intend to make into one of the visit’s premier events. The
evening will be centered around a traditional Argentine “asado”
or barbecue. Entertainment will likely consist of
demonstrations of equestrian skills by “gauchos” in their
typical garb, folk music and dance, the tango, and jazz, among
other activities. The “gaucho culture” is widespread throughout
southern Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Chile.

The Sociedad Rural is next to the U.S. Embassy. It is widely
recognized as the site of the annual Exposicion Rural de
Argentina, an agricultural trade show which occurs in July-
August and to which thousands of local and international
ranchers and businessmen come every year.

The complex is used extensively by President Menem for
entertaining. On previous occasions, the President has hosted
official functions there during visits by former President Bush,
the Duke of Edinburgh, and all of the presidents of the Mercosur
countries.
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SCENESETTER: BUSINESS BREAKFAST

The breakfast will be held in the San Telmo room on the first
floor of the Sheraton. Remarks will be given by Secretary
Albright, Foreign Minister Di Tella, Economic Minister Rogue
Fernandez and Secretary Daley prior to your arrival. Madeleine,
Mack and Bill with their Argentine counterparts will be seated
at the head table along with the President of the American
Chamber of Commerce, Citibank Argentina’s Carlos Fedrigotti, who
is hosting the breakfast.

Mack McLarty will introduce you, followed by President Menem,
who sees this as his opportunity to introduce you personally to
the business community.

Fifty to 75 Argentine and U.S. officials, 200 representatives
from American companies and about 200 Argentine business
representatives have been invited. Press will be present.

This joint breakfast symbolizes our close and positive
commercial relations with Argentina. Two-way trade for 1997 is
estimated to exceed $8 billion annually with a surplus of over
$2 billion in our favor. We are also the leading investors in
Argentina with $12 billion in investment, increasing at more
than $2 billion per year. The growing importance of Brazil and
Mercosur, and the sensitivity of U.S. relations with it, makes
your participation in the breakfast a key opportunity to
highlight U.S.-Argentine trade, the importance of Free Trade

- Area of the Americas goals and our support for MERCOSUR and
other free-trade-based regional trade groupings.
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SCENESETTER: EMBASSY SITE

The current U.S. chancery was completed in 1976. The building
itself provides office space for the Department of State,
Defense Attaché Office, Drug Enforcement Agency, Federal
Aviation Association, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Foreign
Agricultural Service, Foreign Commercial Service, and USIS. The
Embassy staff consists of 104 U.S. officials accompanied by 164
dependents, and 160 local employees.

At the U.S. Embassy you will officially open the new Embassy
Information Resource Center (IRC) in a short ribbon cutting
ceremony and receive an honorary membership in the Argentine
Center for International Relations (CARI).

The IRC is the United States Information Agency’s state-of-the-
art reference center which provides targeted information on the
U.S. to key Argentine opinion makers. It offers unique access
to information on relevant USG legislation, trade, environmental
and education issues as well as other areas of interest via
multiple computer databases and the Internet.

CARI is a well-known and respected Argentine forum on foreign
policy and has conferred honorary membership on other visiting
dignitaries including President Bush, Secretary Albright, and
the Heads of State of Spain, Panama, Haiti, Hungary and Finland.
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SCENESETTER: SAN CARLOS DE BARILOCHE

San Carlos de Bariloche, more commonly referred to simply as
“Bariloche,” is an attractive mountain town of 100,000
inhabitants located 1,000 miles southwest of Buenos Aires on the
eastern slope of the Andes. The city’s architecture is
reminiscent of a European ski village, with most buildings made
of local wood and stone. The town is famous for homemade
chocolates, smoked meats and cheeses, and ceramics.

Bariloche is surrounded by the Nahuel Iluapi National Park, with
over 1.6 million acres of mountains, forests, lakes and rivers.
The altitude in the area ranges from 2,500 to 13,000 feet. Much
of the National Park land in Argentina is in private hands,
including Ted Turner’s 10,000 acre estancia (ranch) in the
adjacent province of Neuquen, but the Argentine government
places strict controls on building, planting, and clearing. The
park is especially famous for the “Bosque de Los Arrayanes”
(myrtle trees) on the Quetribue peninsula on Nahuel Iluapi lake.
The arrayan tree can be found in limited places elsewhere in the
hemisphere, but the “Bosque” is the only living complete forest.
It evokes such an impressive eeriness that Walt Disney sent his
artists to the peninsula in the 1940’s where they designed the
backdrops for “Bambi.”

Bariloche appeals to tourists year-round. In the winter months
(our summer), thousands of tourists flock to the various ski
resorts which contain over 5,000 acres of skiable runs, the most
well known being “Cerro Catedral.” The other seasons attract
those who explore by hiking, mountain climbing, horseback
riding, mountain biking, and trekking. The area also offers
crystalline lakes and rivers for those who like trout fishing,
kayaking, rafting, and boating. One of the most challenging
golf courses in Argentina is the 9-hole Scottish-style links
located on the grounds of the Llao-Llao Hotel.

There are longstanding German communities sprinkled throughout
the Andes, including Bariloche, dating back to the 19" century.
Some media have characterized the area as a haven for ex-Nazis
like Erich Priebke who settled there before being extradited to
Italy where he is currently standing trial.



BARILOCHE ENVIRONMENT EVENT

KEY OBJECTIVES

° Emphasize importance of environment issues to our
hemispheric agenda.

. Advance our climate change efforts, by gaining critical
support for our objectives on joint implementation amd
developing country commitments.

U Highlight bilateral cooperation in protecting natural
resources.

CONTEXT OF EVENT

Your stop in Bariloche, a national park in the Andes, is the
only public environment event on your Latin America trip. You
will announce progress in our discussions with Argentina on
climate change, as reflected in an agreement on “joint
implementation” and a statement on negotiations beyond Kyoto to
address the obligations of developing countries. You will also
announce U.S.-Argentine agreements on the protection of national
parks, the launch of two satellites, which will be used in part
to monitor the environment, and the expansion of a global
environment learning program (GLOBE) to an Argentine school in
Antarctica.

Climate Change

Argentina plays an influential role in the current round of
climate change negotiations, in part because one of its
diplomats serves as chair of the Climate Convention. It has
generally been less strident than other South American countries
(e.g., Brazil) in opposing U.S. proposals on joint
implementation and developing country participation under the
climate treaty. In Mack’s meeting with Menem two weeks ago,
Menem said he was eager to work with us to reach a positive
climate change statement for this event. We hope that you and
Menem will be able to demonstrate agreement on joint
implementation and on a post-Kyoto round of negotiations to
address developing country commitments.



National Parks Cooperation Agreement

A U.S.-Argentine Memorandum of Understanding will establish a
five-year program of technical exchange and cooperation in park
management between the US National Park Service and the
Argentine National Parks Administration. Argentina has recently
created five new national parks, partially aimed at developing
its eco-tourism industry. It wishes to modernize and expand its
national parks system, and recently received a World Bank loan
for this purpose. Bariloche is one of the oldest national parks
in Latin America and the site of a visit by Teddy Roosevelt.

Satellite Launch Agreement

NASA and the Argentine space agency, CONAE, have agreed to
cooperate in the launching by NASA vehicles of two Argentine
satellites, which are being built in Bariloche. These
agreements, which will be signed by NASA Administrator Goldin
and his counterpart, will allow Argentina to demonstrate its
status as an emerging industrial nation. The first satellite,
SAC-A, is to be launched in 1998 from the Space Shuttle and will
test an experiment designed to track endangered whale population
migrations in the Southern Hemisphere. SAC-C, to be launched in
1999 from another NASA vehicle, will carry an Argentine
environmental scanner which will be used to monitor forest
inventory in the Argentine’s Mesopotamia region and Chacoan
forests, predict agricultural production in the Pampean region,
evaluate and map the Patagonian desert, monitor pollution, and
examine marine coastal areas. Three NASA astronauts from the
shuttle mission scheduled to launch the SAC-A will also be in
Argentina during your visit.

GLOBE Program

The GLOBE program (Global Learning and Observations to Benefit
the Environment) encourages young people to take part in
scientific research on the global environment and then post
those observations on the Internet. The program enhances
scientific cooperation and environmental awareness in the
world’s young people. An Argentine military school in
Antarctica will be added to the program. Currently 4,000
schools in 55 countries participate in the GLOBE program.
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