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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Bmericas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

I have been following closely the continuing efforts of Ecuador
and Peru to reach a prompt and definitive settlement of your
porder dispute. The United States will continue to work with
the leaders of the other guarantor nations to promote a final
agreement in the near future.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Fabian Alarcédn Rivera

Interim President of the Republic of Ecuador
Quito



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three.years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack MclLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Oour meeting last May in San José made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation, and I am pleased that Madeleine
Albright, Janet Reno, and Charlene Barshefsky have been able to
follow up on our discussions with your Ministers. Our
cooperation will continue to provide an important stimulus to
progress across the hemisphere on trade, justice, the
environment, and other concerns.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.



let me also take this opportunity to thank

On a personal note,
It was thoughtful of

you for the figurine and the compact disk.
you to share these mementos with me.

Sincerely,

%M:

His Excellency

Arnoldo Aleman
president of the Republic of Nicaragua

Managua



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium, we
will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds; made
concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will continue
to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that Madeleine Albright
has been able to follow up on our discussions with your Foreign
Minister and others in the region. We should sustain these
efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and contribute to the
broader hemispheric process of integration in the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon which
we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility of this
hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy delivers for
all our people.

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable

Owen S. Arthur, M.P.

Prime Minister of Barbados
Bridgetown



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Bmericas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we .gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

our meeting last May in San José made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation, and I am pleased that Madeleine
Albright, Janet Reno, and Charlene Barshefsky have been able to
follow up on our discussions with your Ministers. Our
cooperation will continue to provide an important stimulus to
progress across the hemisphere on trade, justice, the
environment, and other concerns.

It was good to be able to continue the conversation we had last
December in Miami. You and the people of Guatemala deserve our
deepest admiration for the successful implementation of the
first phase of the peace accords. I also recognize that the
tasks ahead of you remain formidable.



Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy

delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

WUMM—:

His Excellency
Alvaro Arzu Irigoyen
President of the Republic of Guatemala

Guatemala City



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

As you know, we have recently concluded the second Summit of the
Americas in Santiago, Chile. I was sorry not to see you at the
Summit, but you were ably represented by Foreign Minister Odlum.
In Santiago, we reaffirmed the goal set in Miami three years ago:
a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere, united by a commitment to
political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium, we
will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds; made
concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack Mclarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will continue
to be so in the future.

The meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that Madeleine Albright
has been able to follow up on our discussions with your Foreign
Minister and others in the region. We should sustain these
efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and contribute to the
broader hemispheric process of integration in the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
henispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility of
this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy delivers
for all our people.

Sincerely,
The Right Honorable
Dr. Kenny Anthony

Prime Minister of St. Lucia
Castries
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 26, 1998

Dear Fernando Henrique:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

I look forward to continuing our discussions during your
forthcoming trip to the United States. Brazil’s leadership, and
our partnership, offer strong support for the peaceful,
prosperous and democratic hemisphere we are striving to build.

Sincerely,
His Excellency
Fernando Henrique Cardoso

President of the Federative Republic of Brazil
Brasilia



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Jean:

It was a great pleasure to see you in santiago for the second
Ssumnit of the Americas. There, Wwe reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. Wwith the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable

Jean Chretien, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada
Ottawa



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Ssummit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a ProSperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium, we
will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds; made
concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will continue
to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that Madeleine Albright
has been able to follow up on our discussions with her
counterparts in the region. We should sustain these efforts to
build our Caribbean partnership and contribute to the broader
hemispheric process of integration in the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility of
this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy delivers
for all our people.

Sincerely,
The Right Honorable
Dr. Denzil L. Douglas

Prime Minister of the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis
Basseterre



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Ssummit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty.

I particularly appreciated your support for the hemispheric
initiative on education. An educated citizenry is the basis
upon which we will strengthen all our other institutions. With
the invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty,
the United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

our meeting last May in San José made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation, and I am pleased that Madeleine
Albright, Janet Reno, and Charlene Barshefsky have been able to
follow up on our discussions with your Ministers. Our
cooperation will continue to provide an important stimulus to
progress across the hemisphere on trade, justice, the
environment, and other concerns.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon



which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy

delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable
Manuel Esquivel

Prime Minister of Belize
Belmopan



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

As you know, we have recently concluded the second Summit of the
Americas in Santiago, Chile. I was sorry not to see you at the
Summit, but you were ably represented by Minister of Trade
Humphreys. In Santiago, we reaffirmed the goal set in Miami
three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere, united
by a commitment to poclitical and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Oour meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant
contribution to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that
Madeleine Albright has been able to follow up on our discussions
with her counterparts in the region. We should sustain these
efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and contribute to the
broader hemispheric process of integration in the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,
The Right Honorable
Lester Bird

Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda
St. John’s



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION

AND TYPE

004. letter President Bill Clinton to Leonel Fernandez Reyna, President of the 05/26/1998 P1/b(1)
Dominican Republic (2 pages)

COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records
National Security Council
Inter-American Affairs
OA/Box Number: 1930

FOLDER TITLE:
Santiago SOA [Summit fo the Americas] I, 1998 [2]

2009-1155-F
ke2467

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 US.C. 2204(a))

P1 National Sccurity Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA]

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA|

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA|

PS5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA|

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy |(a)(6) of the PRA]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
of gift.
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).
RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

Freedom of Information Act - |S U.S.C, §52(b)]

b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency |(b)(2) of the FOIA]

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information |[(b)}(4) of the FOIA]

b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes |(b)(7) of the FOIA]

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Figueres:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosSperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack Mclarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in San José made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation, and 1 am pleased that Madeleine
Albright, Janet Reno, and Charlene Barshefsky have been able to
follow up on our discussions with your Ministers. Our
cooperation will continue to provide an important stimulus to
progress across the hemisphere on trade, justice, the
environment, and other concerns.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,
His Excellency
Jose Maria Figueres Olsen

Former President of the Republic of Costa Rica
San José
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Eduardo:

I want to express again my deep appreciation for your gracious
hospitality during our productive State Visit. Thank you very
much for the special medallions, as well as the wine, the chess
set, and the other fine gifts. Hillary and I are grateful for
your generosity and will cherish these reminders of our visit.
We had a wonderful time getting to know you and Martita better
and experiencing first hand the beauty of your country and the
warmth of its people. The bonds of friendship between our two
countries across the entire range of our relations are stronger
than ever. I am confident we have created the foundation for a
close partnership into the 21°* century, and I assure you that
Chile will find the United States a reliable partner in our
growing bilateral relationship.

I also want to say how full of admiration I am for your
leadership of the second Summit of the Americas, where we
significantly advanced the process of hemispheric integration.
Your contribution will remain central over the next several
years, as we work together under Canadian leadership to turn the
words of Santiago into deeds.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have made concrete progress toward a Free Trade
Area of the Americas; created a Hemispheric Alliance Against
Drugs; established a Judicial Studies Center for the Americas;
and, more broadly, expanded educational opportunity for all our
children and lifted increasing numbers of our citizens out of
poverty. With the invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy
Mack MclLarty, the United States has been an active partner in
the work of hemispheric integration. We will continue to be so
in the future.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked, and for which Chile provides an



admired model, will help ensure the irreversibility of this
hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy delivers
for all our people.

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle

President of the Republic of Chile
Santiago



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

' May 26, 1998
Dear Mr. President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack Mclarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

I have been following closely the continuing efforts of Ecuador
and Peru to reach a prompt and definitive settlement of your
border dispute. The United States will continue to work with
the leaders of the other guarantor nations to promote a final
agreement in the near future.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

On a personal note, let me also take this opportunity to thank
you for the silver medallion and the book. It was thoughtful of
you to share these mementos with me.

Sincerely,
His Excellency
Alberto Fujimori

President of the Republic of Peru
Lima



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

our meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant
contribution to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that
Madeleine Albright has been able to follow up on our discussions
with your Foreign Minister and others in the region. We should
sustain these efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and
contribute to the broader hemispheric process of integration in
the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable

Hubert A. Ingraham, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas
Nassau



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Madam President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom. As I
mentioned in my closing remarks, the United States and the rest
of the hemisphere will continue to watch and support the
development of democracy in Guyana.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

The meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant
contribution to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that
Madeleine Albright has been able to follow up on our discussions
with your Foreign Minister and others in the region. We should
sustain these efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and
contribute to the broader hemispheric process of integration in
the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
henispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon

&



which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

R sl

Her Excellency

Janet Jagan

President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana
Georgetown



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a Pprosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant
contribution to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that
Madeleine Albright has been able to follow up on our discussions
with her counterparts in the region. We should sustain these
efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and contribute to the
broader hemispheric process of integration in the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

The Honorable

Edison C. James

Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of Dominica
Roseau
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see YoOu in Santiago for the second
summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant
contribution to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that
Madeleine Albright has been able to follow up on our discussions
with your Foreign Minister and others in the region. We should
sustain these efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and
contribute to the broader hemispheric process of integration in
the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,
The Right Honorable
Keith Mitchell

Prime Minister of Grenada
St. George'’s



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Oour meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant
contribution to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that
Madeleine Albright has been able to follow up on our discussions
with your Foreign Minister and others in the region. We should
sustain these efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and
contribute to the broader hemispheric process of integration in
the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable

James F. Mitchell

Prime Minister of St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Kingstown



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant
contribution to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that
Madeleine Albright has been able to follow up on our discussions
with your Foreign Minister and others in the region. We should
sustain these efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and
contribute to the broader hemispheric process of integration in
the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,
The Right Honorable

Basdeo Panday

Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
Port of Spain



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant
contribution to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that
Madeleine Albright has been able to follow up on our discussions
with your Foreign Minister and others in the region. We should
sustain these efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and
contribute to the broader hemispheric process of integration in
the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility
of this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy
delivers for all our people.

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable

P.J. Patterson, P.C., Q.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Jamaica
Kingston
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second Summit
of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in Miami three
years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere, united by a
commitment to political and economic freedom. '

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium, we
will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds; made
concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas; created a
Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a Judicial Studies
Center for the Americas; and, more broadly, expanded educational
opportunity for all our children and lifted increasing numbers of our
citizens out of poverty. With the invaluable contribution of my
Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the United States has been an active
partner in the work of hemispheric integration. Let me assure you
that we will continue to be so in the future.

It was good to continue the conversation we had in March at the White
House. The meeting with President Figueres and the other leaders of
Central America last May in San José made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation, and I am pleased that Madeleine Albright,
Janet Reno, and Charlene Barshefsky have been able to follow up on
our discussions with Costa Rica’s Ministers. Our cooperation will
continue to provide an important stimulus to progress across the
hemisphere on trade, justice, the environment, and other concerns.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility of
this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy delivers
for all our people.

Sincerely,
His Excellency
Miguel Angel Rodriguez

President of the Republic of Costa Rica
San José



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium, we
will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds; made
concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack MclLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will continue
to be so in the future.

Given Uruguay’s record of reform of education and health care, 1
look forward to working with you closely on two important goals of
the Summit Action Plan: to ensure universal access to and the
completion of quality primary education for 100 percent of our
children and access to secondary schooling for at least 75 percent
of young people by 2010; and second, by the year 2002, to
eradicate measles and reduce the incidence of pneumonia,
meningitis, rubella and mumps.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon which
we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility of this
hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy delivers for
all our people.

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Dr. Julio Maria Sanguinetti
President of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay
Montevideo
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium, we
will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds; made
concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will continue
to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in Bridgetown made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation. I am pleased that Madeleine Albright
has been able to follow up on our discussions with your Foreign
Minister and others in the region. We should sustain these
efforts to build our Caribbean partnership and contribute to the
broader hemispheric process of integration in the coming years.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon which
we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility of this
hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy delivers for
all our people.

Sincerely,
His Excellency

Jules Wijdenbosch
President of the Republic of Suriname
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1998
Dear Ernesto:

It was a great pleasure tc see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a Prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again 1in Canada at the start of a new millenium, we
will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds; made
concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance Against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas: and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack Mclarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will continue
to be so in the future.

In the area of free trade, as in that of counternarcotics, the
U.S.-Mexico partnership has provided a stimulus for hemispheric
action. I am thus pleased that we will both be attending the
upcoming United Nations Special Session on the World Drug Problem,
which you have done so much to promote.

On a personal note, thank you very much for the books. It was
thoughtful of you to share these mementos with me.

Free peoples and free markets have become the touchstone of
hemispheric integration. The second generation reforms upon
which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility of
this hemisphere’s progress and demonstrate that democracy delivers
for all our people.

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Ledn
President of the United Mexican States
Mexico, D.F.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago: a prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,

we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;

made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas; :
created a Hemispheric Alliancevﬁ@ainst Drugs; established a b/////
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,

expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty.

I particularly appreciated your support for the hemispheric
initiative on education. An educated citizenry is the basis
upon which we will strengthen all our other institutions. With
the invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack Mclarty,
the United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

our meeting last May in San José made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation, and I am pleased that Madeleine
Albright, Janet Reno, and Charlene Barshefsky have been able to
follow up on our discussions with your Ministers. Our
cooperation will continue to provide an important stimulus to
progress across the hemisphere on trade, justice, the
environment, and other concerns.

Free peoples and free markets have become the iiggaggone of L/////

hemispheric integration. The second generation Jf reforms upon



which we are now embarked will help ensure the irreversibility g
of this hemisphere’s progres and demonstrate that democracy L//////
delivers for all our people.qa)j

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable
Manuel Esquivel

Prime Minister of Belize
Belmopan



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. President:

It was a great pleasure to see you in Santiago for the second
Summit of the Americas. There, we reaffirmed the goal set in
Miami three years ago:pa prosperous and peaceful hemisphere,
united by a commitment to political and economic freedom.

When we gather again in Canada at the start of a new millenium,
we will want to have turned the words of Santiago into deeds;
made concrete progress toward a Free Trade Area of the Americas;
created a Hemispheric Alliance against Drugs; established a
Judicial Studies Center for the Americas; and, more broadly,
expanded educational opportunity for all our children and lifted
increasing numbers of our citizens out of poverty. With the
invaluable contribution of my Special Envoy Mack McLarty, the
United States has been an active partner in the work of
hemispheric integration. Let me assure you that we will
continue to be so in the future.

Our meeting last May in San José made a significant contribution
to hemispheric cooperation, and I am pleased that Madeleine
Albright, Janet Reno, and Charlene Barshefsky have been able to
follow up on our discussions with your Ministers. Our
cooperation will continue to provide an important stimulus to
progress across the hemisphere on trade, justice, the
environment, and other concerns.
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On a personal note, let me also take this opportunity to thank
you for the figurine and the compact disk. It was thoughtful of
you to share these mementos with me.

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Arnoldo Aleméan
President of the Republic of Nicaragua

Managua
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 11, 1998

Dear Ambassador Pryce:

Thank you for your letter to Mr. Berger about the Council’s
Washington Conference Reception, May 11, and your kind comment
about his remarks. I am responding on his behalf.
Unfortunately, the President’s imminent trip to Europe made 1t
impossible for him to attend.

The Council’s work in support of our hemispheric trade agenda 1s
more important than ever now that we have launched FTAA
negotiations. As he made clear in Santiago, before these
negotiations are done, the United States will have fast track
authority, and it will work. Further, your decision to broaden
your conference’s perspective to include non-trade issues such
as education and the environment mlrrors the President’s own
emphasis on these points during the Summit of the Americas.

Thank you again for your continued support.

Sincerely,

NS
DS
Donald L. Kerrick
Major General, USA
Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affalrs

Ambassador William T. Pryce
Vice President

Washington Operations

Council of the Americas

1310 G Street, N.W., Suite 090
Washington, D.C. 20005
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

May 8, 1998

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGE%{E;E)F;/’g‘

THROUGH : JAMES F. DOBBINS%:%¢1

FROM: KARL HOFMANN%:
L ]
SUBJECT: Response to Bill Pryce on Council of the Americas
Conference

The attached response to Bill Pryce, Vice President of the
Council of the Americas, regrets that the President will not be
able to drop by the Council’s May 11 conference reception, but
expresses support for the conference aims.

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you sign the attached letter to Bill Pryce.

Attachments
Tab A Response to Pryce
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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VICE PRESIDENT May 6, 1998

WASHING TON OPERAITONS j ))N" .
Mr. Samuel R. Berger l /
Assistant to the President for Natid‘gal Sap ity
The White House i ‘

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW D

20005 TR (202) 639-0724 FAX: (202) 639-0794
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1% Floor, West Wing ¢ o
Washington, OC 20500 ,5 g -2

I 9 on \ \‘\v\\
Oear Sandy:

Following up on our conversation last Friday (good speech- | didn't ask when you were
going for fast track because | thought it wouldn't be helpful) | would like to repeat my
plea for help on getting the President to just stop by for 10 minutes at the Council of the
Americas’ Washington Conference Reception on Monday night.

1 am enclosing a copy of the original invitation. Bob Mosbacher again pledged to the
President at the State Dinner in Chile that the Council would do everything it could to
help him on encouraging free trade. Providing an outstanding business forum for r_rim at
our Washington Conference on May 11 is a near perfect vehicle. The conference is
shaping up very well. We will have over 200 top business executives, including the
CEOs of FMC, Enron, ASARCO, BP America, G.E. America, Quaker Fabric, Southern
Peru Copper, IBM Latin America, and Trust Company of the West.

We have made a conscious decision to broaden the conference's perspective to include
non-trade issues like the environment and education, and have arranged a dialogue (not
a debate) with AFL/CIO President John Sweeney. We are doing everything we can to
broaden support for the President on trade, and we really need his help. If he can spend
just ten minutes at the State Department on the evening of the 11", it will give his and all
our efforts a tremendous boost.

The President does not need a speech—all he need is a few talking points. The really

important thing is just for him to be with us, to demonstrate to a very influential business
audience that even though the time is not right for fast track right now, he does care

about free trade and will come through when he can.
72 MY

All the best,

enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Ambassador Pryce:

Thank you for your letter to Mr. Berger about the Coun il’s
Washington Conference Reception, May 11, and your kin
about his remarks. I am responding on : ' 's
Unfortunately, the President’s imminent trip to Eurgpe made 1t
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The Council’s work in support of our hemispheri
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authority, and it will work. Further, yo decision to broaden
your conference’s perspective to include non-trade issues such
as education and the environment mirro the President’s own
emphasis on these points during the § it of the Americas.

trade agenda 1is
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Thank you again for your continued Aupport.

Sigcerely,

Donald L. Kerrick

Major General, USA

Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Ambassador Wj
Vice Presidgnt
Washingtorn/Operations

Council ¢f the Americas

1310 G Atreet, N.W., Suite 690
Washiggton, D.C. 20005

liam T. Pryce




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Bill:

Thanks for your letter about the Council’s Washingyon Conference
Reception, May 11, and your kind comment about my remarks.
Unfortunately, the President’s imminent trip to Aurope made 1t
impossible to schedule his attendance.

The Council’s work in support of our hemisp
more important than ever now that we have
negotiations. As he made clear 1n Santi
negotiations are done, the United State will have fast track
authority, and it will work. Further, /your decision to broaden
your conference’s perspective to incldde non-trade issues such
as education and the environment mirfors the President’s own
emphasis on these points during th Summit of the Americas.

ric trade agenda 1s
aunched FTAA
o, before these

Samuel R. Berger
Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Ambassador/William T.
Vice Pregident
Washingfon Operations

CounciAd of the Americas

1310 Street, N.W.,Suite 690
Wasdington, D.C. 20005

Pryce




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Bill:

Thanks for your letter about the Council’s Washingtén gonference
Reception, May 114 Unfortunately, the President’s
trip to Europe mdde it impossible to schedule his a

more important than evené now that we have. launcfied FTAA
QgggE&gjgﬁggg;} Your decision to broaden your c
(’berspectlve to 1nclude non- tradp issues ‘mirroys the Pre51dent S

egotiations are
' done, the United States will have fast tragck authority, and it

will work.ﬁwﬁ~appfeeéa%e your continued gupport.

Ve : Sincer

\ !

uel R. Berger
ssistant to the President
bfor National Security Affairs

Ambassador William T. Bfyce
Vice President - Washjhgton Operations
Council of the Amerigas

1310 G Street, N.W./ Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 0005




NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 3302

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

May 8, 1998
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER | i
THROUGH : JAMES F. DOBBINS&'Q,"/.
FROM: KARL HOFMANN h .
SUBJECT: Response to Bill Pryce on Council of the Americas

Conference

The attached response to Bill Pryce, Vice President of the
Council of the Americas, regrets that the President will not be
able to drop by the Council’s May 11 conference reception, but
expresses support for the conference aims.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached letter to Bill Pryce.

Attachments
Tab A Response to Pryce
Tab B Incoming Correspondence



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Bill:

Thanks for your letter about the Council’s Washington Conference
Reception, May 11. Unfortunately, the President’s May 12-18
trip to Europe made it impossible to schedule his attendance.

The Council’s work in support of our hemispheric trade agenda is
more important than ever, now that we have launched FTAA
negotiations. Your decision to broaden your conference’s
perspective to include non-trade issues mirrors the President’s
own emphasis on these points during the Summit of the Americas.
As he made clear in Santiago, before these negotiations are
done, the United States will have fast track authority, and it
will work. I appreciate your continued support.

Sincerely,

Samuel R. Berger
Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Ambassador William T. Pryce

Vice President - Washington Operations
Council of the Americas

1310 G Street, N.W. Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20005
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Oear Sandy:

Following up on our conversation last Friday (good speech- | didn't ask when you were
going for fast track because | thought it wouldn't be helpful) | would like to repeat my
plea for help on getting the President to just stop by for 10 minutes at the Council of the
Americas’ Washington Conference Reception on Monday night.

t am enclosing a copy of the original invitation. Bob Mosbacher again pledged to the
President at the State Dinner in Chile that the Council would do everything it could to
help him on encouraging free trade. Providing an outstanding business forum for him at
our Washington Conference on May 11 is a near perfect vehicle. The conference is
shaping up very well. We will have over 200 top business executives, including the
CEOs of FMC, Enron, ASARCO, BP America, G.E. America, Quaker Fabric, Southern
Peru Copper, IBM Latin America, and Trust Company of the West.

We have made a conscious decision to broaden the conference's perspective to include
non-trade issues like the environment and education, and have arranged a dialogue (not
a debate) with AFL/CIO President John Sweeney. We are doing everything we can to
broaden support for the President on trade, and we really need his help. If he can spend
just ten minutes at the State Department on the evening of the 11", it will give his and all
our efforts a tremendous boost.

The President does not need a speech—all he need is a few talking points. The really

important thing is just for him to be with us, to demonstrate to a very influential business
audience that even though the time is not right for fast track right now, he does care

about free trade and will come through when he can.

All the best,

enclosyre
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Inter-American International Center for
Dialogue Research on Women

WoMEN'S LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAS

April 2, 1997

Dear Colleague:

On behalf of the Women's Leadership Conference of the Americas (WLCA), we are pleased
to present the enclosed Communiqué, directed to the hemisphere’s heads of state who will meet at the
second Summit of the Americas in Santiago, Chile, on April 18 and 19, 1998. The WLCA is a
network of 90 top women leaders from the United States, Canada, and seventeen countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean—including former presidents, prime ministers, business executives,
women's rights activists, and other non-governmental leaders—dedicated to promoting policy and
institutional changes that will improve opportunities for all women. This group is urging the region's
governments to adhere to the commitments made four years ago at the first Summit in Miami, and at
other international forums. They are demanding that governments focus important attention on
increasing women’s opportunities in the workforce by strengthening education; advancing women to
positions of power and influence; and stopping the brutality of violence against women.

On releasing the Communiqué in Managua, former Nicaraguan President Violeta Chamorro
declared, "The lack of opportunities for women in our society weakens the legitimacy of democracy.
No country can exclude the talent and creativity of the female population without affecting the
essential values of democracy." According to WLCA Co-Chair and Costa Rican Congresswoman
Sonia Picado, "The Summit of the Americas is going to be a meeting of powerful, political men with
an amazingly small representation of women. For that reason it is imperative that women's voices be
heard at the Summit."

We have published the Communiqué with a report on the proceedings of the first meeting of
the network, convened in July 1997 by the WLCA's sponsoring organizations—the Inter-American
Dialogue and International Center for Research on Women (ICRW). We hope you will find that this
Communiqué is a constructive contribution to the Summit process, and we urge you to join us in
promoting a place on the agenda for investing in women.

Sincerely,

ool O Lt

Geeta Rao Gupta Peter Hakim
President President
International Center for Inter-American Dialogue

Research on Women

WLCA: Inter-American Dialogus, 1211 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 510, Washington, DC 20036
(202) 822-9002, FAX (202) 822-9553
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