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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

May 25, 1994 

MEETING WITH REP. JACK BROOKS 

DATE: Thursday, May 26 
LOCATION: Oval Office Dining Room 
TIME: 8:30 a.m. 
From: Karen Hancox, Leg. Affairs 

I . PURPOSE 

To foster better relations with Brooks, and to urge a 
quick completion to the crime b i l l . 

I I . BACKGROUND 

Brooks was furious at the way Rep. Schumer conducted 
himself during the House debates on the crime b i l l and the 
assault weapon ban. This anger i s somewhat subsiding, but rather 
than let i t impact on the crime b i l l conference, Leg. Affairs has 
suggested this get together to foster better relations in general 
and assuage Brooks' anger. 

I I I . PARTICIPANTS 

You and Rep. Brooks. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

None 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

Brooks enters the Oval Office, you both move to the 
Dining Room, you have your meeting. 

VI. REMARKS 

See next page 



Suggested Talking Points 
for Meeting with 
REP. JACK BROOKS 

CRIME 

As you know, the conference continues apace, with the House 
and Senate staffs meeting informally to iron out preliminary 
differences. The most contentious issues are funding (where i s 
the money coming from, and how much w i l l this b i l l cost?), r a c i a l 
justice and the assault weapons ban. You should urge Brooks to 
have the Members meet as soon as possible after the Memorial Day 
recess and reach agreement on this b i l l . Broolcs hates deadlines, 
and has raised the issue of deadlines with the Attorney General. 
Please l e t him know i t i s important to you to have a b i l l signing 
before the July 4 recess, but also l e t him know you w i l l not 
challenge him publicly to meet this deadline — this i s a private 
deadline you would like to have the Congress meet. 

MFN 

Brooks i s concerned that when you announce your China MFN 
policy there w i l l be a provision banning the importation of 
Chinese weapons. I f there i s a complete ban, 22 caliber rim f i r e 
pistols and r i f l e s w i l l be covered. Brooks does not think these 
are semi-automatic weapons nor does he think they should be 
banned. (He w i l l not be happy i f they are banned and has asked, 
at the very least, for a heads up i f they are going to be covered 
in any such ban.) 

FDIC 

Brooks was very upset about the Wednesday Washington Post 
a r t i c l e on t h r i f t s (SEE ATTACHED.) He was p a r t i c u l a r l y upset at 
the statement made by Alice Goodman, FDIC's Congressional 
Liaison. The Judiciary s t a f f never said they would not meet with 
Goodman, they merely asked to delay the meeting u n t i l a f t e r the 
crime conference. I explained to Brooks' s t a f f t h a t Goodman was 
a Bush holdover and u n t i l we have a majority of Democratic 
commissioners we could not replace her. The committee 
understands, and Brooks i s no longer angry at us about the quote, 
but you should be aware of t h i s s i t u a t i o n . 



Page 2 
Talking Points 
Rep. Brooks 

SPACE STATION 

The s i t u a t i o n on t h i s b i l l i s very f l u i d . Chairman George 
Brown i s not happy with the 602b a l l o c a t i o n and i f he can not get 
$14.5 b i l l i o n f o r the space s t a t i o n , he w i l l oppose i t . There 
are many competing interests f o r the space s t a t i o n money — 
including housing and VA — a l o t of Members want to see more 
money spent i n these areas i n an election year. The f i r s t whip 
meeting was held Wednesday, May 2 5 on t h i s issue with Reps. 
Gephardt, Gingrich and Walker taking the lead (whether or not 
Brown i s involved w i l l depend on the allocation.) Fifteen 
Members attended the whip meeting and by a l l reports, i t went 
very w e l l . 

Brooks has not yet started to work t h i s b i l l , but we 
assume he would l i k e t o hear that you w i l l make c a l l s on t h i s 
b i l l , and meet with a select group of undecided Members i n an 
e f f o r t t o gain t h e i r vote. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

This i s two b i l l s , packaged as one. One would allow 
regional Bells and the cable industry to compete f o r each other's 
business; the second would allow Bells to o f f e r long distance 
services, design and make telecommunications equipment, and o f f e r 
electronic information services. 

Brooks and Dingell have worked closely on t h i s issue and 
hope t o bring a b i l l t o the Floor soon. The Administration i s 
more supportive of the House position, than the Senate's 
posi t i o n . 
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Ĵ vaidy if ether a tm act ! • ! 
iUonatdieMci. 

Both tke Federd DcpoMt 
-Cai»,«dtheBie«k«ni 

po^-fem aiM Coqpcn to 

•ttKBniAlUU.1 

Thrift Regulators Fear Loss of Billion̂  J 
As G)urts Back State Deadlines on Suits 

SUITS. FtoaAl 
flaws in sute bwt. The legiihtiaa wouU anov the gov­
ernment to base claims on acbvitiet aa tst badt aa five 
years prior to the takeover of an institiitiaa. wiadl wonld 
revive some daims that had expired under atate inn. 

But Kep. Jack Brooka (D-Tex.). powerAil head <tf tha 
House Judidary Coamottee, it oppoaed to the matBre. 
Tbe legislative change, contained in an amentent to the 
miersute banking bill that paaaed both boiaca • April it 
headed to a conference ooomiittee. Bnoks uri other 
members d the Judiciary Conanittee are »ni>M the ca^ 
ferees. 

FOIC congretMinal Suaon Alk» Goodnm tad Btookt't 
aides on the Judidary Coomnttee told her that Ihey knew 
his positian on tbe amendment and that aiw thodd not 
bother to brief them on the isiue. They indicttad trab. 
ably woukl not be supporting this." Goodman takl 

*Ofihand, I'd aay it'a a very daiveroua 

ILOHM Madte 
ConoHlSitetPhkiii 
dvld 
gaiaig n«aideat Oisian't ad 
ties to the S*L. NciihswMadnelgr«f. 
HiijatyaBtoBwiianattanMiyfarthetMfc. 

JFor Oi to at by «d do aottt« «M» 
1 oit taOw of dolin in dtcMoB* «wH he n tb-

the 

vkBf llii «qalta t î M 
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