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June 28, 1995 

MIA Remains Interagency Meeting 

1. Status of MIA Remains talks 

Aug 1993 UNC-KPA MOU on remains recovery signed 

U.S. Payment to KPA made in Aug 1993 ($897,300) 

Working groups called for in MOU not formed 

Further KPA repatriations made unilaterally 

U.S. desire for joint recovery teams due to poor KPA 
recovery techniques; KPA invited to CILHI 

-- KPA presents bill ($3.5 mil); we offer $1 mil; talks 
stalemate, no further repatriation of remains 

-- Carter-Kim agreement on joint recovery teams; KPA 
ignores it 

DoD suggestion to increase U.S. offer to $2 mil pending 

June 1995, DPRK complains at U.N. that lack of progress 
is U.S. fault 

USLO in Pyongyang could raise issue with MOFA/Party and 
possibly sidestep KPA, but USLO delayed 

2. Frank Matersky's view (Matersky, of The Chosin Few, is the 
driving force among vet groups on this issue) 

-- UNC/MAC-KPA channel hopeless; two antagonistic armies; 
KPA has fiduciary interest; "buying'' remains dishonors the 
dead 

Need to open bilateral channel and make serious attempt 
to settle the issue 

President should call on DPRK to settle the issue in his 
speech at the dedication of War Memorial (this would be the 
first public call for settlement by a U.S. President) 

-- Matersky claims to have the support of at least two 
major veterans organizations 

-- Matersky sees next few weeks as his window of 
opportunity to push the issue; claims contacts with Parade 
Magazine and CBS and working on other media 



3. Questions 

Does Matersky in fact have the backing of vets groups? 

If so, what degree of pressure will veterans groups put 
on the White House to include the MIA issue in the 
President's speech? 

-- Will veterans groups ask for a specific course of action 
(bilateral talks) or will a general appeal suffice? 

-- Will the issue capture the attention of 1) vets groups 
2) congress 3) the media/public? If so, what linkage may 
arise to "force" the DPRK to cooperate on MIA issue? 

-- How to keep the MIA remains issue segregated from the 
Agreed Framework? 

-- What is the most effective way to get North Korea to 
move on the issue? Should we open bilateral channel? 

4. ROK Attitude 

Wanted representation on MOU working group 

Did not demand ROK go on joint recovery teams into DPRK 

Does not have high intrinsic interest in the issue 

Would be nervous about a non-Panmunjom military to 
military bilateral channel; would be more comfortable with 
a nonmilitary, or civilian DoD-led bilateral channel 

-- Would be careful to remind U.S. not to give up ROK 
equities in return for DPRK movement on the MIA remains 
issue 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MIA/POWs 

The remains of over 8,100 American servicemen from the 
Korean War have never been returned or identified. In 1954, 
the North Koreans returned the reported remains of 1,934 
American servicemen (866 of which were unidentifiable). 
After a 36-year hiatus, the Korean People's Army (KPA) 
returned 16 unilaterally recovered remains in 1990. Since 
1992, another 192 remains have been repatriated via the 
United Nations Command (UNC), for a total of 208. 

All remains are being processed for possible 
identification at the Central Identification Laboratory in 
Hawaii (CIL-HI). To date, CIL-HI has identified only four 
sets of remains. Identification is extremely difficult, 
primarily because of poor recovery techniques on the part of 
the KPA, but also because of the length of time elapsed, 
antiquated record keeping, and the destruction of many 
personnel records in a 1973 fire. Although the more recent 
returns reflect some improvement in KPA recovery techniques, 
CIL-HI officials believe that the likelihood of positive 
remains identification would be significantly higher with the 
participation and technical expertise of joint recovery teams. 

Progress toward joint operations, however, has been 
stalled over the issue of compensation to the KPA. After the 
UNC and KPA signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in 
August 1993, the U.S. -- with explicit stipulations that this 
compensation was not to be considered a precedent and that we 
would move toward joint recovery -- paid the DPRK $897,300 
for the expenses the latter reportedly incurred in connection 
with recovery operations. In disregard of our stipulations, 
and despite the fact that before his death DPRK President Kim 
Il-sung made a commitment to former U.S. President Carter to 
permit joint U.S.-DPRK remains recovery teams, the North 
Koreans continued unilateral recovery efforts and presented a 
bill for $3,500,000. This was unacceptable and the issue 
remains unresolved. 

Another impediment to progress is that the KPA makes 
continuous efforts to remove remains discussions from the 
UNC-MAC venue and tie them to potential U.S.-North Korean 
bilateral talks. We continue to rebuff these attempts, and 
we remain hopeful that new ground can be broken in joint 
recovery operations. In the meantime we have asked the KPA 
to halt further unilateral recoveries. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

MIA/POWs 

• The USG appreciates the efforts of the DPRK in returning 
the remains of over 200 American servicemen since 1990. 

• We hope that progress can soon be made toward joint 
recovery operations in the spirit of the agreement made 
between North Korean President Kim Il-sung and Jimmy 
Carter. 

• We are concerned that the remains talks continue to be 
stalled over the issue of compensation. We hope the 
compensation issue can soon be resolved, and that we can 
then carry out joint operations. 

• Joint operations will lead to increased identifications 
and a better accounting of our servicemen lost in the 
Korean Conflict. Progress in joint operations would be 
a dramatic sign of your humanitarian concern and could 
win the appreciation of the American people. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



Agreement on Remains-related Matters 

The Korean People's Army (KP A) and the United Nations Command (UNC) recognize the 
importance, for humanitarian reasons, of full and regular cooperation for the recovery, 
repatriation, and identification ofUNC war remains loca~,~d north of the Military Demarcation 
Line (MD~). Therefore, both sides agree as follows: 

1. Both si.des shall cooperate with each other in locating, exhuming, repatriating and identifying 
the remains of UNC personnel located north of the MDL. 

2. The KPA will search for and exhume the remains ofUNC soldiers buried north of the MDL 
and repatriate those remains to the UNC. 

3. The UNC will render support, as necessary, to aid the KPA's search, exhumation and 
repatriation efforts. 

4. Both sides agree to actively exploit all available information in the search, exhumation, and 
repatriation effort.· Both sides will exercise the necessary scientific care in exhuming, repatriating 
and handling remains to ensure a reasonable chance of identification. 

5. To achieve the objectives of this agreement, both sides agree to form a working group to 
exchange inf onnation and coordinate remains recovery, repatriation and identification efforts. 
This working group will be chaired by 0-6 representatives from each side and will consist of !'even 
regular members from each side. Technical specialists and observers can participate in working 
group activities as required by each side. Each side will determine its own working group 
membership, specialists and observers. Working group operating procedures will be determined 
jointly by the chainnen of each side. 

6. Both sides will continually assess the progress made towards achieving the objectives of this 
agreement. If significant progress is not being achievedi both sides will consider additional 
measures to enhance the effectiveness of ti1is agrn:ment. 

7. This agreement will become effective upon its signing by both sides. The working group 
established by this agreement will begin operation within 30 days of the effective date. 

~R~ 
Major General, USAF 
UNC Representative 

LIDOKKYU~ 
Major General, KP A 
KP A Representative 
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Confinnltory Note 

Representatives of tlit Korean People's Anny and of the Uni1cd Nations Command have I , 

completed discussions on pro::edures to compensate the Korean People's Anny for 
expenses associated with the repatriation of remains from 1990 to I 992. TI1esc 
compensation discussions are concluded wider the following provisions. 

The United Stares Govenuncnt paid compensation to the Korean People's Arn1y in the 
amount of $897, 300. 

Th.is payment sets no precedent for future compensation talks. Any future compensation 
claims will be resolved in a LTNC-KPA working group. 

Both sides agree that compensation will be through a U.S. Go\·cm1ncnt Treasnry check 
delivered to the Korean People's /umy Representative at Pl'Uunonjom on 2'1 l\ugust 
1993. 

The U.S. will provide a military representative to assist the KPA representative in 
negotiating the U.S. Treasury check at a mutually agreed bank. 

Done in Panmonjom Korea on 24 August 1993 in duplicate in the English and Korean 
languages. 

~<1~ 
MICHAEL A. COLE 
LTC.USA 
UNC Representntive 

/ c 
PAK RJM su/ )h~_,/' 
SK COL, .KPfi1 .>t.t,~: I 
KPA Repres'c~tnrivc 
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

LETTER DATED 5 JUNE 1995 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

I wish to clarify once again the real facts of and our positions on the 
issues of the "United Nations Command", the Korean armistice system and the 
remains of the United States soldiers in response to the 1994 report on the 
activities of the "United Nations Command" that was circulated a few weeks ago 
as a document of the Security Council (S/1995/378). 

As everyone knows, the "United Nations Command" is a brainchild of the 
United States of America which arbitrarily usurped the name of the United 
Nations in order to cover its real colour of aggression after provoking the 
Korean war in 1950 and still remains a camouflage today serving the military and 
strategic purpose of the United States. 

As for the illegal resolution of the United Nations Security Council of 
7 July 1950 (resolution 84 (1950)), which is claimed to be the legal foundation 
of the "United Nations Command", it did not decide to organize the "United 
Nations forces" but recommended that the armed forces and other assistance 
provided by United Nations Member nations should be used by the United States­
led combined forces command. 

The "United Nations Cornrnand" is in reality the product of the United States 
that emerged as a result of the arbitrary attachment of the name of the United 
Nations to the armed forces of the satellite nations under the command of the 
United States. 

It was long ago that all countries except the United States withdrew their 
forces f~om the "United Nations Cornrnand", and today there are absolutely no 
other foreign troops dispatched to the "United N~tions Cornrnand". 

The "United Nations Command" is a bogus organization created by the United 
States and serves the unjust strategic aim of the United States to isolate and 
stifle the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and control the Asia and 
Pacific region regardless of the United Nations mission for peace. 

95-16651 (E) 060695 070695 I ... 
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Hence, General Assembly resolution 3390 B (XXX) calling for the dissolution 
of the "United Nations Command" and the replacement of the Armistice Agreement 
with a peace agreement was adopted at the thirtieth session of the General 
Assembly in 1975. 

In fact, the Korean Armistice Agreement concluded on 27 July 1953 was a 
tentative measure pending a future peace agreement after the suspension of the 
military actions between the two belligerent parties. 

The United States should take an urgent step to dismantle the "United 
Nations Command" as was stipulated by the resolution adopted at the thirtieth 
session of the General Assembly. 

As for the Korean armistice system, it has been completely paralysed as a 
result of the systematic acts of the United States to destroy the Korean 
Armistice Agreement and armistice machinery. 

The United States side forced the inspection teams of the Neutral Nations 
Supervisory Commission, which had been formed according to paragraphs 40 and 43 
of article II of the Armistice Agreement, to withdraw from its side's area in 
June 1956 and then unilaterally abrogated subparagraphs 13 c and 13 d of the 
Armistice Agreement on stopping the introduction of reinforcing military 
personnel and combat materials into Korea, the main duty of the Neutral Nations 
Supervisory Commission, in June 1957. 

As a result, paragraphs 41 and 42 of the Armistice Agreement, defining it 
as the mission of the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission to supervise and 
investigate the introduction of reinforcing military personnel and combat 
materials, lost their legal effect. 

Since then the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission has existed only in 
name. 

Worse still, the United States side paralysed even the function of the 
Military Armistice Commission, the main truce supervisory machinery, by 
unilaterally appointing a "general" of the South Korean army, with neither the 
qualification nor legal ground, as its senior member of the Military Armistice 
Commission on 25 March 1991. 

Given the grave situation threatening peace on the Korean peninsula and 
non-existence of the appropriate mechanism to provide a check thereto, the 
Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea initiated a proposal to 
the United States for holding negotiations to replace the useless and obsolete 
armistice system with a new durable peace mechanism, and took further practical 
measures to recall all the members of the Korean People's Army side from the 
Military Armistice Commission and establish the Panmunjom Mission of the Korean 
People's Army as a new negotiating institution to deal with the United States 
Army side. 

These measures were indeed innovative and well-intentioned ones to make a 
breakthrough for the new security mechanism guaranteeing the peace on the Korean 
peninsula and also peace-loving ones, reflecting the internationally recognized 

I . .. 
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practice through which several countries had abrogated belligerent relations and 
proclaimed peaceful relations after World War II. 

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea and.the United States, a 
signatory to the Armistice Agreement and virtual operational controller of the 
army in south Korea, are the parties directly responsible for the establishment 
of the peace mechanism on the Korean peninsula. 

As for the remains of the United States soldiers, we had long ago exhumed 
and returned the remains of the United States army on several occasions out of 
the humanitarian principles. 

We returned 145 additional sets of the United States army remains in 
5 repatriations even after the conclusion of the agreement on remains-related 
matters on 24 August 1993. 

Though we have repatriated 194 remains of the United States army remains as 
humanitarian gestures, the United States is intentionally not implementing the 
relevant provisions of the agreement, politically abusing the remains issue. 

According to the agreement on remains-related matters, our side, under 
article 2, is to search for and exhume the remains of the United States soldiers 
buried north of the military demarcation line and repatriate those remains to 
the United States side, and the United States side, under article 3, is to 
render necessary support to aid the Korean People's Army's search, exhumation 
and repatriation efforts. 

However, the United States side, after the conclusion of the agreement at 
its will, today now withdrew its commitment to support for our exhumation 
efforts, asking for the suspension of an unilateral exhumation and demanding a 
joint exhumation quite contrary to the relevant provisions of the agreement. 

~ 

The current difficulty is therefore attributable to the political misuse of 
the remains matter and the deliberate non-compliance with the agreement by the 
United States side. 

I would be grateful if you could kindly arrange to have my letter 
circulated as a document of the Security Council. 

(Signed) PAK Gil Yon 
Permanent Representative 
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·~ In reply refer to: 
I-94/22177 

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Oef ense (POW/MIA 
Affairs) 
Prepared by LTC Wisda, ODASD(POW/MIA Affairs) 
284-0940 

KPA Orientation Visit To CILHI 
ACTION HEMOBANQUM 

ISSUE: The attached message directs the Joint Staff to authorize 
UNC to formally of fer an invitation for a 5-member KPA delegation 
to visit CILHI for an OSD-sponsored orientation on forensic 
recovery and identification concerns related to Korean War 
remains. The initial concept was approved but deferred pending 
completion of most recent round of US-DPRK talks in Geneva. 

DISCUSSION: In early September 1994, the United Nations Command 
(UNC) requested OSD funding of a Korean Peoples Army (KPA) 
delegation's orientation trip to the U.S. Army Central 
Identification Laboratory, Hawaii (CILHI). The purpose of the 
trip is to familiarize the KPA with the techniques and constraints 
involved in our recovery and identification of remains, 
particularly, remains from the Korean War. The KPA believes the 
USG is actively withholding identification of Korean War remains 
to deny the North Koreans any favorable media attention. This 
orientation is vital if we are to convince the KPA to agree to 
meaningful joint recovery operations. Finally, the CILHI 
orientation provides some face-saving gesture for the KPA in light 
of our refusal to meet their expecations for compensation. 

UNC envisions a 2-3 day orientation for 4-5 KPA 
representatives. OSD has sponsored similar orientations in the 
past for the Vietnamese, Cambodians, Lao and Chinese. The cost 
would be approximately $20-25,000. UNC will cbordinate directly 
with CILHI on dates and itinerary. My o!!ice will act as the OSD 
sponsoring agency and request a fund cite through the Director, 
Budget and Finance, WHS. My office will also coordinate all 
details of the orientation and final approval with State and the 
NSC. 
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RECOMMENDATION: ASD/lSA approve OSD funding for KPA delegation 
orientation visit to CILHl, and release message to the Joint Staff 
authorizing UNC to offer the invitation to the KPA. 

COORDINATION: NSC~~~' State ___ , OASD/ISA(AP)~~-

Joint Staff , CILHI 
~-~ ~--

APPROVED -------

NOT APPROVED --------

OTHER -------
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SECDEf WASH DC//USDP:ISA/DPMO// 

JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//JS/APAC/POW·MIA// 

INFO SECSTATE WASH DC//EAP·K// 

CINCUNC SEOUL KOR//UNCMAC// 

SECDEf WASHINGTON DC//OAS»·ISA/EAP-K// 

»IA WASHINGTON DC 

HQSDA WASHINGTON DC//DAPE-MBB// 

USCINCPAC CAMP SMITH HI//JS/J3D·M// 

CDRPERSCOM ALEXANDRIA YA//TAPC·PEZ/TAPC-PDZ// 

CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//DAPC-PED-H// 

u~c l A s s I f I E D 

JOINT STAFF PLEASE PASS TO UNCMAC 

MSGID/GENASDMIN/OASD:ISA// 

SUBJECT: KPA ORIENTATION VISIT TO CILHI// 

REF/ JOINT STAff MESSAGE/2Sl053ZSEP~4// 

~115 

AMPN/KOREAN WAR REMAINS ISSUES/KPA ORIENTATION VISIT TO CILHI// 

l· THE INTERAGENCY GROUP HAS APPROVED THE OFFERING Of A FORMAL 

INVITATION FOR FIVE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE KOREAN PEOPLES ARMV TO 

VISIT CILHI fOR A 2-3 DAY ORIENTATION ON US FORENSIC RECOVERY AND 

IDENTIFICATION CONCERNS RELATING TO KOREAN WAR REMAINS· 

USDP:fILE 
USDP:DPMO 
USDP:AP 

DRAFTER 
LTC MARTIN J. WISDA, ASST fOR KOREA/CHINA 

RELEASER JSISC ALTERNATE MESSAGEFORM 
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02 02 PP RR UUUU 4llS 

2· REQUEST JOINT STAFF DIRECT UNCMAC SECRETARY TO OffER TH£ 

INVITATION AT TH£ EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. UNCMAC SECRETARY SHOULD 

COORDINATE DATES AND ITINERARY WITH CILHI AND DPMO· DPMO WILL 

CLEAR fINAL DETAILS WITH NSC AND STATE DEPARTMENT. OSD WILL FUND 

ORIENTATION WITH DPMO SERVING AS SPONSORING AGENCY· 

3. DPMO POC IS LTC WISDA DSN 263/CML {703} ,07·0,~0/1297°// 

NNNNN 
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DEFENSE POW /MIA OFFICE 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for International Security Affairs 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-2400 
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FJ\X.: t 

703-284-0924 ' 
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Subject: %'t12Un d->M ~ _ ~ ~ ~11cm~ -d ~ 

;/}N~AIR~~~~~ 
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r i AM-NorthKorea-USRemains 09-12 0456 

r i AM-NorthKorea-USRemains 09-12 0456 
AM-North Korea-US Remains,0459 
North Korea to Hand Over Remains of 14, Said to Be U.S. Soldiers 
Eds: Lead prospects uncertain. Exchange expected after 11 p.m. EDT 
By J.H. YUN= 
Associated Press Writer= 

PANMUNJOM, Korea (AP)_ North Korea, seeking improved ties with 
the United States, on Tuesday is handing over 14 coffins it claims 
contain the remains of American soldiers killed in the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

The exchange comes as the two longtime enemies move to improve 
ties in the midst of the longstanding dispute over the Communist 
North's nuclear program. 

Last weekend, five U.S. diplomats visited the North's capital of 
Pyongyang for the first time and began talks on exchanging liaison 
offices, the first step toward normalizing relations. 

Simultaneous talks are under way in Berlin to replace the 
North's old-fashioned nuclear sites with technology less adaptable 
to weapons development. 

The United States has said resolving nuclear tensions is 
essential to improving ties with the North, with which it has no 
formal relations. Another condition is the return of American war 
dead. 

At the North-South border village of Panmunjom, 36 miles north 
of Seoul, North Korean soldiers are to hand over 14 coffins to U.N. 
honor guards. 

U.S. officials say the remains will be sent to an army 
laboratory in Hawaii for evaluation and identification. 

Tuesday's transfer will bring to 208 the total number of sets of 
remains returned by North Korea since 1990. U.S. officials say only 
one set of remains has been positively identified. 

Most are badly damaged, with many of the skulls missing their 
facial bones. Some of the bones have been found to belong to 
animals. 

About 8, 140 American servicemen are listed by the U.S. 
government as unaccounted for from the Korean War. That includes 
866 bodies returned in 1954 but never identified. Those bodies were 
buried in Hawaii. 

No more remains were returned until 1990 when North Korea turned 
over five sets, followed by 11 in 1991, 30 in 1992 and 148 in 1993. 
The 14 will be the first this year. 

North Korea has never said how many war remains it holds but the 
number may be in the thousands. 

Last year, the Clinton administration adopted an agreement with 



the North to cooperate in finding, exhuming, and repatriating 
remains of U.S. and allied servicemen. A joint group was formed to 
coordinate the process. 

The United States and 14 other Western allies fought on South 
Korea's side in the Korean War. China fought on North Korea's side. 

Of the more than 5 million American soldiers who fought in the 
Korean war, 54,000 were killed. 

The peninsula was divided into the communist North and the 
capitalist South in 1945. 

APTV-09-12-94 1331 EDT 
v51240dc--
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

for Immediate Release August 10, 1994 

PRESIDENT CLINTON NAMES PHILLIPS TO KOREAN WAR ADVISORY BOARD 

President Clinton today announced his intention to appoint John C. Phillips of the 
District of Columbia to be a member of the Korean War Veterans Memorial Advisory Board. 

Mr. Phillips is the acting chief of staff of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, where he usually serves as an administrative law judge. He served with the 
U.S. Army Seventh Infantry Division, 3 lst Infantry Regiment and fought in the battle of Pork 
Chop Hill during the Korean War. As a result. he earned the Korean service Medal with one 
Bronze Service Star and the Combat Infantryman's Badge. For six months during 1993, Mr. 
Phillips was detailed to the Office of Presidential Personnel. 

The Korean War Veterans Memorial Advisory Board is responsible for recommending 
a site and ~electing a design for a memorial to honor members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States who served in the Korean War, particularly those who were killed in action, are 
still listed as missing in action, or who were held as prisoners of war. The Board is also 
responsible for encouraging the donation of private funds for the construction and 
maintenance of the memorial. · 
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KOREAN WAR VETERANS l\1EMORIAL ADVISORY BOARD 

Office of the Executive Director 
U. S. Department of the Interior, Main Building 

18th & C Streets, NW, Room 7424 
Washington, DC 20240 

202-208-3 561 
FAX 202-208-3459 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL JORK 
DEDICATION COMMITTEE 
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AM 

PM 

EVE 

Ongoing 

KOREAN WAR VETERANS MEMORIAL IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL 
DEDICATION - Schedule of Activities 

July 26 - 30~ 1995 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
July 26 July 27 July 28 July 29 

ALLDAY Wreath Laying, Visit the Memorial Memorial Church 
Check In, Register, Tomb of the Services - all 
Reunite with Unknowns, Lighting denominations, Visit 
"Buddies." Freedom Torch the Memorial 
ALLDAY DEDICATION"'"' Mass Muster,*** Parade, Visit the 
Check In, Register, Joint Chiefs Memorial 
Reunite with Inspection 
"Buddies." 
ALLDAY Visit the Memorial Visit the Memorial Major 
Check In, Register, Entertainment**** 
Reunite with and Fireworks, Visit 
"Buddies." the Memorial 
receptions of units, Mall Activities * Mall Activities* Mall Activities * 
hospitality suites, Entertainment, tours, Entertainment. tours, Entertainment, tours, 
Mall Activities * \

1 isit the memorial Visit the memorial Visit the memorial 

Sunday 
July 30 
Check out of hotel, 
Visit the Memorial 

Visit the Memorial 

Visit the Memorial 

Visit the Memorial 

• Mall Activities include tents to visit from all Veterans Organizations, The Department of Veterans Affairs, Other Government agencies, Memorabilia sales, 
Mess tent, Master Registration Log, Embassy Tents, 24 how vigil reading the names of.KIA/MlA/POW, first aid, general infonnation and command post, 
reception area, meeting and greeting and reuniting with buddies, the Memorial will be available for visitorF 24 hours a day in order to accommodate everyone, 
only about 2000/hour can flow through the Memorial so schedule your time accordingly. Embassies of those members of the United Nations who participated 
with the United States and The Republic of Korea may be open for tours. (A11straua. Belgium, Canada, Cobtmbia, Denmarlc, Ethiopia, France, Greece, India. Italy, Luxembmug. 
New Zealtmd, Netherlands, Norway, Philippines, South Africa. Sweden. Thailand, Twrlcey, United Kingdom.) 

*'" Because of the huge crowds (over 500,000 veterans and their families) anticipated, the actual Dedication ceremonies will be short (about 30 minutes in 
length), there will be jumbo TV screens on the Mall so everyone will be able to see, but there will be no seating available, standing room only. All living 
Presidents will be invited. 
••• Mass Muster - ceremonial activation of those units who bear battle honors from Korea and not now on the active rolls. It is anticipated that the colors of 
these units will be uncased and join the active units who bear battle honors from Korea at this muster and stand for inspection by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
•••• The Major entertainment show will include such celebrities as Bob Hope, Rosemary Clooney, Ed McMahon, Mickey Rooney, Gregory Peck, Frank 
Sinatra and many others. pending their availability. There will be an ongoing international film festival showing movies of the Korean War. Entenainment 
tr~ from Korea and all nations who fought under the UN F1ag will also participate. 
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27-Jul-95 EVENT ·ON SITE 

08:00 MEMORIAL STAGE CLOSED 

09:00 MEMORIAL STAGE CLOSED 

10:00 MEMORIAL STAGE CLOSED 

11:00 MEMORIAL STAGE CLOSED 

12:00 MEMORIAL STAGE CLOSED 

13:00 MEMORIAL STAGE CLOSED 

14:00 MEMORIAL STAGE CLOSED 

15:00 MEMORIAL STAGE CLOSED 

16:00 DEDICATION 

17:00 DEDICATION 

18:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

19:00 MUSIC/ENTERT Al NMENT 

20:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

21:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

22:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

DEDICATION ACTMTIES 
DETAILED SCHEDULE 

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

SPONSOR EVENT - OFF SITE 

WREATH LA YING 

WREATH LAYING 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KOREA 

USA 

KOREA KENNEDY CENTER 

INTERNATIONAL KENNEDY CENTER 

USA KENNEDY CENTER 

SPONSOR 

KWVA 

KWVA 

KOREA 

KOREA 

KOREA 

~ Ongoing Activities: 1. Visit the Memorial 24 hours a day; 2. Continuous 
entertainment, 3. Film Festival, 4. 24 hour vigil reading the names of 
KIA/MIA/POW's, 5. Visit Embassies, 6. Veterans reunions, 7. Exhibitions 
and art shows 
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28-Jul-95 EVENT - ON SITE 

08:00 RECORDED MUSIC 

09:00 RECORDED MUSIC 

10:00 MUSTER 

11:00 MUSTER 

12:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

13:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

14:00 MUSIC/ENTERT Al NMENT 

15:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

16:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

17:00 MUSIC/ENTERT Al NM ENT 

18:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

19:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

20:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

21:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

22:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

DEDICATION ACTIVITIES 
DETAILED SCHEDULE 

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

SPONSOR EVENT - OFF SITE 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB - ' 

KOREA 

USA SEMINARS 

INTERNATIONAL SEMINARS 

KOREA SEMINARS 

USA SEMINARS 

KOREA SEMINARS 

USA SEMINARS 

INTERNATIONAL 

KOREA KENNEDY CENTER 

USA KENNEDY CENTER 

USA KENNEDY CENTER 

SPONSOR 

KWVMAB/KOREA 

KWVMAB/KOREA 

KWVMAB/KOREA 

KWVMAB/KOREA 

KWVMAB/KOREA 

KWVMAB/KOREA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

~ Ongoing Activities: 1. Visit the Men1orial 24 hours a day; 2. Continuous 
entertainment, 3. Film Festival, 4. 24 hour vigil reading the names of 
KINMINPOW's, 5. Visit Embassies, 6. Veterans reunions, 7. Exhibitions 
and art shows 
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29-Jul-95 EVENT • ON SITE 

08:00 RECORDED MUSIC 

09:00 RECORDED MUSIC 

10:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

11:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

12:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

13:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

14:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

15:00 MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT 

16:00 STAGE CLOSED 

17:00 STAGE CLOSED 

18:00 STAGE CLOSED 

19:00 MAJOR ENTERTAINMENT · 

20:00 MAJOR ENTERTAINMENT 

21:00 MAJOR ENTERTAINMENT 

22:00 FIREWORKS 

DEDICATION ACTIVITIES 
DETAILED SCHEDULE 

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

SPONSOR EVENT • OFF SITE 

KWVMAB MEMORIAL SERVICES 

KWVMAB MEMORIAL SERVICES 

USA MEMORIAL SERVICES 

USA 

KOREA PARADE 

KOREA PARADE 

INTERNATIONAL PARADE 

USA PARADE 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

SPONSOR 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

KWVMAB 

('-. Ongoing Activities: 1. Visit the Memorial 24 hours a day; 2. Continuous 
· entertainment, 3. Film Festival, 4. 24 hour vigil reading the names of 

KIA/MIA/POW's, 5. Visit Embassies, 6. Veterans reunions, 7. Exhibitions 
and art shows 
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ISSUE: Historical background and current issues regarding the 
repatriation and identification of Korean Conflict remains. 

BACK GR 0 UN D: There are over 8, 100 American servicemen from the 
Korean War whose remains were never returned or identified. These 
include men lost over water or at sea, those buried in temporary United 
Nations Command (UNC) cemeteries that were overrun, servicemen whose 
remains were returned but not identified, and those whose fates simply 
remain unknown. It also includes servicemen known to have died in 
captivity, but whose remains were not returned. 

In 1954 the North Koreans returned the reported remains of 1,868 
American servicemen in Operation Glory (66 additional remains were 
returned several months later, for a total of 1934). Of these, 1,068 were 
identified. The remaining 866 were declared unknown and, except for one 
serviceman who was interred in the Tomb of the Unknowns, were buried 
in the American National Military Cemetery in Hawaii (known as the 
Punchbowl). 

In 1990 and 1991, the North Koreans turned over a total of 16 
remains to U.S. Congressmen. In 1992 thirty more remains were 
repatriated, this time to the United Nations Command (UNC). Since then, 
another 148 remains have been returned to the UNC (17 in July 1993, 131 
from 30 Nov-21 Dec 1993). All remains are now at the Central 
Identification Laboratory in Hawaii (CIL-HI), where they are being 
processed for possible identification. Any name association which can be 
established between remains or personal effects and unaccounted for 
servicemen is immediately passed to the next of kin, if they can be found. 

Identification is extremely difficult due to the length of time elapsed, 
antiquated record keeping, a 1973 fire which destroyed many personnel 
records, and poor recovery techniques employed by the Korean People's 
Army (KPA). Early repatriations displayed significant commingling, though 
recent returns exhibit a greater degree of remains integrity. CIL-HI 
officials still firmly believe that their technical expertise is essential to 
potential identification of remains. 

Despite KPA efforts to portray remains discussions as a U.S.-North 
Korean bilateral effort, the USG continues to view this as a UNC-KPA 
humanitarian initiative. The UNC and KPA concluded a formal agreement 
to regularize the repatriation of remains in August 1993. We expect, 
however, that the actions of the KP A will be influenced by developments 
in their current dispute with the International Atomic Energy Agency 



(IAEA), the status of U.S.-ROK defense agreements, and the ongoing talks 
between North and South Korea. For our part, we will continue to press for 
joint UNC-KPA operations that would ensure the best chance of retrieving 
identifiable remains, and verifying any possible claims for reimbursement. 
We will also insist on protecting UNC and Republic of Korea (ROK) equities 
by avoiding any secondary U.S.-Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
bilateral agreements on remains-related matters. 

Current Issue: 

Reimbursement The KPA, well aware of USG reimbursement in 
Southeast Asia for third country remains recovery efforts, has asked for 
similar financial compensation. Though we refused their initial requests 
for "gratuity" payments, we agreed to reimburse fair, reasonable and 
verifiable expenses incurred during remains recovery efforts. As a 
measure of USG commitment to this issue, and in response to the North 
Korean's insistence on resolving "old" business before undertaking any 
"new" business, we compensated the North Korean $897 ,300 (comparable 
to compensation paid Vietnamese for joint operations) for expenses 
incurred in recovering the 46 remains repatriated between 1990-1992. 
The payment in no way established precedent for future compensation, 
and no additional claims would be accepted until verification had been 
ironed out in a working group to be established between the UNC and the 
KPA. This working group, however, has failed to materialize because of 
KP A objections to ROK membership. An ad hoc series of meetings has 
continued between the MAC staffs. 

The North Koreans have now submitted a second list of itemized 
expenses related to the most recent repatriations Cl 31 in Dec 93). DPMO is 
leading an interagency group (State, JCS, NSC, DA and OSD/EAPR) in 
developing a coordinated response to this and future claims. This position 
is based on the following points: 

• The most recent repatriations, though in somewhat better shape, still 
reveal a significant degree of commingling. Amost 50% indicate poor 
recovery techniques and storage for more than a year, despite KPA 
claims that all were recently recovered. To date, only one identification 
has been made, with only a few more possibly to foil ow. 

• Per discussions with its Deputy Commander, CILHI feels its direct 
involvement is still the key to recovering identifiable remains. The KP A 
still have little regard for chain of custody or the value of detailed, 
painstaking recoveries. They prefer recovery operations on a large 



scale, which is exactly what we do not want. If CILHI cannot 
participate, then they would pref er close coordination on a few recovery 
sites at a time, possibly as few as one. This would maximize the 
involvement of the limited number of North Korean scientists available. 

• If the KP A are basing their expectations for compensation of the 
current claim on the previous, nonbinding payment, then their 
expectations have become unrealistic. We would consider full 
itemization of their expenses with joint operations, but not for anything 
less. We are prepared to offer compensation for unilateral efforts 
exactly as we would in Southeast Asia. Any significant compensation 
payment to the current claim would only encourage the KPA to continue 
their less than satisfactory recoveries, leaving us in the role of "cash 
cow." The KPA have implied that anything less than several million 
would be insufficient, and would break off the rema~ns talks. Our 
feeling is that we cannot be held hostage to the KP A's financial 
expectations. If the KPA walks, so be it. We cannot be perceived as 
"buying" their cooperation, especially when the current degree of 
cooperation is far less than satisfactory. 

Prepared by LTC Martin J. Wisda, OASD-RSA (POW/MIA Affairs), (703) 
284-0942/1297 
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