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CRS-185 North Korea 

involved in academics, sports, cultural and certain other areas. This change in 
regulations to facilitate unofficial, non-governmental exchanges with North 
Korea is consistent with current U.S. foreign policy under President Bush. -

The steps taken in January, February and April 1989 implemented the 
policy initiative announced by the U.S. Government on October 31, 1988, to 
encourage a dialogue between North and South Korea and their respective 
allies. 11 

Authority: Sec. 5(b) of the Trading With the Enemy Act of 1917 [P.L. 65-91; 12 
U.S.C. 95a]; 31 CFR Part 500.569, as amended (54 F.R. 21, 11185). 

See December 17, 1950, for original sanction. 

FEBRUARY 2, 1989 -- MODIFIED: FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL 

An amendment in the Trade Act of 1988, ending the authority of the President 
to prohibit or regulate the exportation or importation of any informational 
materials not controlled for national security reasons, terminated previous 
prohibitions contained in the Trading With the Enemy Act of 1917. New 
Foreign Assets Control Regulations came into effect allowing the exportation of 
informational materials to North Korea and all financial transactions directly 
related to the purchase and shipping of the materials. 

' 
Authority: Sec. 2502(a)(l) of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act [P.L. 
100-418; 102 Stat. 1107] amended the Trading With the Enemy Act [P.L. 65-91; 
50 U.S.C. App. 5(b)]; 31 CFR Part 500.206 (54 F.R. 5229). 

See December 17, 1950, for original sanction. 

APRIL 24, 1989 -- MODIFIED: TRADE EMBARGO 

Part 785 of the Export J\dministration Regulations was amended to allow the 
export to North Korea 6C commercially-supplied goods intended to meet basic 
human needs. The Regulations stipulated shipments would be authorized under 
an individual validated license on a case-by-case basis. This was the last of 
several policy changes intended to support South Korea's initiative to improve 
relations with the North and to encourage North Korea to end its policy of 
confrontation and international terrorism. 12 

Authority: 15 CFR Part 785.1, as amended (54 F.R. 16360). 

See June 28, 1950, for original sanction. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/S 9413064 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

June 7, 1994 

Mr. William Itoh 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council Staff 
The White House 

AleTtin~ RSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Clinton 
from South Korean President Kim Young Sam 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This correspondence was received in the Information Resources 
Management Section of the Executive Secretariat on June 7, 1994 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

_,,,----. 

, /t :~ ,: ,> / I .· -- '1< ~/ 
J • ·. I 

_/ / 
Chief, S/S-IRM/JUtUi 

Information Resources Management Section 
Records Management Division 

Executive Secretariat 
647-2991 



( Translation ) 

May 12, 1994 

Dear Mr. President : 

It is with deep sense of gratitude that I received the 
beautiful collection of the 1994 World Cup commemorative coins 
which you sent me. No doubt, these commemorative coins will 
invariably serve as a precious reminder of this year's World Cup 
tournament. 

I firmly believe that with the enthusiastic support and 
cooperation of American people, the World Cup games scheduled 
for this summer will be a great success. Moreover, I hope that 
this tournment will bring forth an opportunity for unity and 
friendship among the peoples of the world. 

Thank you again for your thoughtfulness. I wish you 
continued gocxi health and every success. 

His Excellency 
Bill Clinton 

Sincerely yours, 

/SI Kim Young Sam 

President of the United States of America 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 9, 1994 

Dear Elizabeth: 

Thank you for your letter on our policy towards North Korea. I 
agree that we should seek to resolve the nuclear issue through 
diplomatic means. We have consistently said that if North Korea 
honors its nonproliferation obligations, the way is open to 
better political and economic relations with the United States 
and other nations. 

At the same time, I cannot ignore the threat posed by North 
Korea's nuclear program and conventional military to our ally, 
South Korea, and to the U.S. troops stationed there. To do so 
could invite aggression. We are therefore taking prudent 
measures to ensure that our military forces can continue to carry 
out their mission of defending South Korea. 

I look forward to working with the Congress on a clear and steady 
policy to achieve a nonnuclear Korean peninsula and a strong 
nonproliferation regime. 

The Honorable Elizabeth Furse 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White HOUie 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 2°'°° 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 8, 1994 
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The level of saber-rattling I see going on in our present relationship with North Korea is 
very disturbing. While no one condones the production of fissile material or nuclear 
weapons u the U.S. alleges North Korea may be doing, it is not in the best int.crests of the 
United States to be preparing for war with that nation. I believe we should be punuing a 
policy whose ultimate objective includes normalization of relations with North Korea, rather . 
than escalating rensions. 

I am extremely concerned that we are sending additional weapons systems, conducting the 
Team Spirit war games and considering a naval blockade. We need to bring the tools of 
conflict raolution and continuing diplomacy to this situation, and be about working toward 
developing relations and eventually trading with North Korea. 

According to recent press reports, South Koreans do not seem to be nearly so concerned 
about North Korea's intentions as the U.S. Perhaps they are aware that North and South 
Koreans are the same people and have a greater motivation to normalize relations than go to 
war with North Korea. 

I look forward to hearing from you regarding the conflict resolution actions the U.S. is or 
could be taking at this time. 

cc: The Honorable Ron Dcllums, Chairman 
HoullC Armed Services Committee 

Sincerely, 

Eli Furse 
Member of Congress 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 6, 1994 

THE PRESIDENT 

ANTHONY LA~ fv...,,, fltr 
PAT GRIFFIN£6iJa .. ·• 

North Korea 

2801 

94 ll.AY B ? 8 : 19 

To respond to Representative Furse (D-OR) about North Korea. 

Background 

Representative Furse expresses concern at the level of saber­
rattling she perceives in our policy towards North Korea and 
urges us to utilize conflict resolution tools and diplomacy to 
resolve the crisis. 

North Korea may be close to agreement with the IAEA on allowing 
inspectors to observe the unloading of its nuclear reactor. We 
have coordinated with South Korea on a proposal that, if accepted 
by the North, would permit resumption of U.S.-DPRK dialogue. At 
the same time, we are continuing prudent upgrades to the 
defensive capabilities of our military forces in the South. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the proposed response at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Proposed Response 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON 0 C 20506 

April 27, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DANIEL 

STEVEN 

PO NEMAN;(? 

AOK~ 
North Korea 

2801 

Attached is a proposed response to Representative Furse (D-OR), 
who wrote the President about North Korea. 

Concurrences by: Robert Suet tinge~eremy Rosner,.·: 
1
,. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Proposed Response 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 
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MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

FROM: DANIEL PONEMA~ 
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SUBJECT: Summary of Conclusions from Principals' Meeting on 
May 7, 1994, on North Korea 

Attached at Tab I is the Summary of Conclusions from the 
Principals' meeting held on May 7, 1994. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Sta~ ~th Concurrence by: 

That you authorize William Itoh to file the Summary attached at 
Tab I for record purposes. 

Approve Disapprove 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. 0 C 20506 

May 6, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. LEON FUERTH 
Assistant to the Vice 

President for National 
Security Affairs 

Off ice of the Vice President 

MR. MARC GROSSMAN 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

COLONEL ROBERT P. MCALEER 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 

MR. DOUGLAS F. GARTHOFF 
Executive Secretary 
Central Intelligence Agency 

AMB. RICK INDERFURTH 
Off ice of the Representative 

of the U.S. to the UN 
U.S. Department of State 

COLONEL T. R. PATRICK 
Secretary 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

MS. BARBARA STARR 
Executive Secretary 
Arms Control and Disarmament 

Agency 

SUBJECT: Meeting of the Principals on North Korea ~ 

A Principals' meeting will be held on Saturday, May 7, 1994, at 
8:45 a.m to 9:30 a.m. in the White House Situation Room. 
Attendance will be limited to principals only. yr; 
State will circulate an options paper separately. An agenda is 
attached. <)J} 

Attachment 
Tab A Agenda 
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NEXT STEPS ON NORTH KOREA 
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I. Introduction 

II. Intelligence Update 

III. Security Update 

IV. Diplomatic Next Steps 

A. IAEA 

B. Responding to North Korea 

C. China 
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V. Congressional/Public Diplomacy 

VI. Discussion 

VII. Conclusion 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

May 6, 1994 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE __t7 

THROUGH: DANIEL PONEMAc~ 

FROM: STEVEN AOKI~ 

SUBJECT: Principals' Meeting on North Korea, May 7, 1994 
from 8:45 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Attached at Tab I is a proposed meeting notice for the 
Principals' meeting on North Korea. An agenda for the meeting is 
at Tab A. 

Concurrence by: 
~~ 

Stanley Roth 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you authorize William Itoh to sign the memorandum at Tab I 
and approve the Agenda at Tab A. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 
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Pre..11$ eo"'r.'•~o~ 7~tl\Jer/~ 
Se..&A..-(, 1<.0.f'. 

1 (Th• pr••• contarenc• conv•n•d at 091& houri, 21 April 

a 1114.) 

3 Ml • DaLUICZ I Okay. He vJ.11 11ak• an openinq •t•tenent 

4 for you and then he Will take 1oma o! ycu: qge1~ion1 befo~• we go 

' orr to vi11t •ca• troops, Bo with that, l give rou ~. P•rJ:r. 

I (Tr1n1lation by tha interp%ater.) 

' Ml. PIRRYI Good mrning. Ky v!11t 'o the Repul11ia 

8 of Korea i1 at a time o! high pollt!aal ~•n1ion, but z want to 

9 empha•isa tnat there i1 not hi;h military ~•n1lon. ~hat 

10 11 .. -pl••••· 

11 (Tran1l1t!on by th• interpreter.) 

12 Ma. PlllRY1 ~hat ie, tbe~e ie no imminent dan;e~ of a 

ll militar7 gonfzontation on the ko~•an peninaqle. Thi• ia my 

14 j~d;ment and it'• a1ao the 'udgment of you~ M1n11ter of Natio~•l 

11 Doienee Rh••• 

('l'ranelation by the 1nt•~Pr•t•r•) 1l 

11 MR. PDKT• What tal~ you h•r oi occa11ona11r in th• 

11 media of war 1• 1 ? think, •ntirely 1nappiopriat1. 
(Tran11a~1on by th• 1n~erpreter.) 19 

20 MR. PDRY• cart.a1nly it 11 true that the united 

21 stat•• w111 not initiate a war. 

(tranalat1on bf th• interpreter.) 23 

23 MK. PERRY• 'rh• United States will not provoke 1 war 

24 by any raeh action• on th• penin1ula. 
.I 

2! (Tran1l1tion by the interpreter.) 

1 

QENEIUL IERVICE8 IDl41N~IY.TION 
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1 Mil. JIRRYt Indeed, all of our ef!orta have baen 

2 directed to diffu•• the politicel tension throuqh patient 

J diplaaatla action•. ' 

' ('l':r:analation br tha intarpret.r.) 

5 IUl. PIRl\!1 And t!hat vhil• wa will not provoJc• a war, 

I the Onit.ed State• alao wi11 not invite a war, 

' (Tt•n•la~ion by the interpreter.) 

8 Hft, PIMYa 'l'h&t 11, ..,. w-111 not invite a war by 

' 1howing ~ lack of oornmitment to th• Republiv of iorea, bf •howin; 

10 a lack of •glidarlty with the Ro~lia of ~orea, or by •howLn9 a 

11 l&Ok of r•adina••• 

12 (Translation.by the int•~pret•~·) 

13 MR. PIRR.Yt To put that eaa• point in • mo•• po•itive 

14 ~ay, I am here to affirm, to reaffirm, the commtauant Qf th• 

15 United State• to ~he aecut1ty of th• R•p~lio ot lo"9a--

16 (Tran1latJ.on by the interpreter.) 

17 KJ\, P•RRYt --to a11ure the aol1d&r1t7 betw.•n th• 

18 Onited States and the Republic of ltorea--

19 (Tran•lation by th• interpreter.) • 

20 ·KR. PBIUl!• --and to aeaure th• readin••• of our 

21 ccabined fore••· 

22 (Tran•l•tion by the interpreter.) 

23 MR. PZRRY1 I had several very epecifio objeotive1 

24 iQ• makin1 thi• t~1p thi• week. 

2' (Tronala~loft by th• int•rprate%.) 

2 
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1 Mll· rlM'f • r.l1:1t ef all, 1 vant•d to e1tabl1.1h a 

2 iriend•hip and •~t~a1 \U\4•~•tandin; b•tw••n J'OU~ M!ni1ter of 

3 Ma~ional D•f•n•• Iha~ and •r••lf. 
4 (Translation b)' the inte~ter.) 

5 Mft. PBRltY1 We .both oaae into o!fia• ju1t.a few 

6 iaonth1 ago and b•cauae of the •ifftl!iaano• of th!• defena• 

7 a1111nee and the cxi•i• on the peninsula oa~••d by th• No~th 
I 

8 lor•an pureu1t or • nuclear wwapon, we felt ~hat it ~•• iJl\po~tant 

t that we talk at th11 t1~a and ,,. •••t fa~• ~ taae. 

10 (Tranelation bf the J.nterpret•r.) 

1.1. MR, PERRY I I al10 wanted to obtain a lir•thand 

12 appraisal of our def•n1e plann1n9 and the raadin••• of our 

13 forcaa, and by •our" forca1 I mean th• Republ1c gf Zo~•• and 

14 United State1 combined fo~c••· 

15 c~~anelation by th• interpreter.) 

16 MR. Pl!RRY1 And, finally, throu9h consultation• with 

11 Mini•ter Rh•• and oth•r senior Republic of gorea i•ader•, t 

18 wAnted to e•ohAnge vi..,,,• with them on how the United ltate1 and 
I 

19 th• Republic of ~o~ea jointly •••••••d th• p:oblem1 1n.1aaur1ty 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

and ensure that we hav• a common •trat99Y to deal with them. 

(Tr•n•lation by th• int•rpretar.) 

MR I P!l1'1\Y I Mini•t•~ Rh•• and I have mad• 

arrangements to e•tAblieh alaeaified telephona1 on our de1k1 10 

that we can continue our commuftioation• o~ a frequent ba1i1 and 

I've also invited Mini,to~ Rhoe ~o oome to Wa•hin;ton at an early 
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1 dat• to continue our ••curity dialogu•. 

2 (T~an11ation by the !nt•rpZ'ttt•r.) 

J JIR, PIRRYI ? oan report to you th•t aft•~ inten11v1 

t di1oua1ion1 with Kin!1ter Rhee, roze.J.gn H.ll\J.at•~ Han, National 

5 Security Advi•or Chahv, and PX"Oeident lt1m tong S•m, that x 

f believe thar• .i• 1olfd agreement amon9 &11 ~f ua on a 3oint 

7 1trateoy regarding th• Ro~th ~or-.n nuole•r 111ue and on how to 

8 maintain a det•~~ent:po•ture in fora• ~••dinaae Wh11• we attempt 

9 to re•olv• thi• nuclear 111u• throuwh d1p1omaay. 

10 (Tran•1ation by th• iqt•~•t9"•) 

11 KR. PBRRY1 I want to COl\Wlnt bri•ilr on the ~••m 

1~ Spirit ag~ement which was releaaed 191terday • 
. 

13 (Translation by the interpreter.) 

14 Ml\. PEIU\T1 M1niate% Rh•• and I ag~••d that while.w• 

1~ have resUJQed plannin9 10 that Team Spirit '94 oan be hllld in 

16 November, we are •till willin; to 1u1pand thi• defen1iv• •••r~!Ae 

17 in th• context of implementation of arrano~nt1 for a thlrd 

lB round of talk• between the United Stat•• and tha Damoaratlc 

19 People's Republic of Korea. In 1hort, we •till hope tpat 
20 diplomacy will work. 

21 (Translation_b)r th• inta.rpr•t•r.) 

22 MR. PERR.Yi Tod•r I will 90, aooompanied br Kinieto~· . 

23 Rhee and Chief of th• Joint Chiof1 of ltaff, O•neral IA•, ~· 

24 v!ait •o~• Republic of Xo~•• and United Gtat~e rd.lit•J:)" vnit•• 

25 

4 
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l IUl. PIRRY• I am confident that thi1 vi•it will 

J ver1fy the finding• I'v• made to date of • 1tronq and clo•e 

l d•~•nce alliance bet"8en out two count~1••· 

4 (Tran11ation by the interpret•~·) 

5 MR. PERlY1 I 1m aoin; to open for izu•1tion1 now. I 

g would like to alt•rnata betVAAn quo•tion• from Xo~•an reporter• 

7 and Am4n:iean report•r• who ax-a h•t•. Let !D.Q 1tart. off wi~h a 

·9 qu••tion from a Ko~ean %•po~~•r· 
., 

10 

. (T~an•latlon by the inte~t•r.) 

(Hr. Song, X~rea Oaily Newa) 

11 (Tranalat1on of ~•forte~ br interp~•t•r·) 

12 MR. SOHO• La1t mol\th 1 S•oreta&y llerz:y, yo~ ra•t with 

13 the pr~•• people and said that in addition to the !o~a• 

14 augmentation of the u.e. forces in Ko~ea, JO~ will l>e 

15 transfartin9 military equipment to th• Republio of Xo~ .. fosaea 

16 to auqment their vul~arab111tiaa, And you a1eo mentioned that 

17 you will d11cuse these mattata with Gene~al Luek when you vi•it 

lR in April, Korea, and I undet1tan~ that ther• ha1 been BOJIHI 
I 

19 concrete diacuaaione of the po111ble tran1fer oi the uffs. mod•~n 

20 technol~gy equipment to lorea. 

21 can you elaborate on that? 

22 MIL PBMY 1 · We had di1cu111one tioth with General r..uc:k 

23 apd with Mini1tar Rh•e about the proqre1• of the mod•z::nization of 

24 the Republic of Koraa torce1 he:e. Thar• hav.• been many 

2s !.Jilpo~tant 1~prova~ont• mada over th• la1t•-initiatad over th• 

I 
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1 l••t C to 12 mo~tha bf 'h• ft•publio oi xorea, improvement• which 

2 we felt were veZ"Y' important to 1trenqthen.l.ng th• reaclin111 of th• 

3 ~orean force• on the pen1n1u1a. 
4 

! 

' 
' 

W• a110 d1aaq11•d mea1uxe1 that involved a11ietance from 

the v.a .. we d11~u•1ed the, What l would call, pre-poeitioninq 
of •;uipmeqt. 

A1 aome of you, perhaps, know, we decided in our 

8 bottr::nna~up review la1t year, Which wa1 our ba1ic planning 

' document, that wa should put a qraater emphaeie on h•ving 

10 equipn•nt p~•-poeitioned in 1hip1. And the equipment on tho•• . 
11 ahipa, which would be the heavy equipment that goe1 for amo.i:ad 

12 briqade1, for &XfUl\9le, would be •vailable to Korea in th• •v•nt 

13 of any military crlai1 her•. 

l' Charlia·-

1 § JAIMB Mo!NTY!tls There n••d• to be a tran1lation. 

16 (Tran•lation bf th• inta~ter.) 

17 CHARLI• ALDINGIR1 p~. ,.~, %'• lik• to ••k you 

19 ebout another aroa of the world whloh you w0uld prabablJ a9r•• 

19 thAt i• cnother area of both political and Jd.lit&2:)' ocl•i1, and 

20 that's Bo1n1a. 

21 Pre•id~nt Clinton eaid today that th• U.l.••t.he n9'f 

22 o.s./UN plan would ~reate a Sarajevo•lilce cocoon, perhap1, 

23 cluttered around 11x of .the enclava•--of the 11!x ana1ave11 in 

24 Bosnia. Th• Sar~• hav• not 1hown any 1tep1 to b• aoop•ratlve. 

25 Would you rule out em part of ~hat plan any 1trat•;io 1t~ite1 
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1 fh• •x•gt detail• or how the plan i• to ~· wo~ked out rMBA1n 

2 ah .. d Of UI ye\, 

3 (Tran111t1on by th• int•~•ter.) 

' (Kr. Lee 1 Hank;orya Daily NMrl • ) 

5 ('l'.ran1lation of r•pox-tu by Lnt•~p"etwz:.) 

I 111.. Lll1 Mr. l•aretaa:y, •• tha probl•~ 1olvaz for 

7 war and paace, t hop• you znake tl lot of contrlbution1 du~in; your 

a tenure. ,. Hy f 1r1t question ie ooncernlng your recant new1paper 

10 intaniew in which you ••Ld th•t in ordu to prevent a North 

11 iorean nuclear pro;ram you will take th• r19k of •xperiencin; 

12 another w•r in the ltorean penin•u1•, if that 11 nece1ea:y, tc 

13 pr•v•nt fr°" Horth Korea•-Ngrth xoraa from d•velo~inq nuclear 

14 weapon•. 

15 Doe• that mean that North Korea now ha• tha 

11 weapon--~uclear w.apon or doea that tranalat• that they •till do 

1' nob have any nuoleax weapons? 

18 numb~ 2 18 conc•rninQ Patxiot deployment. A8 you Jcnow, 
' 19 in Koraa there are some Conqre11men and aom. oppo•ition lead•:• 

20 and soma atudent1~ 9roup1 who ara aqain•t deployment of th• 
-'.' 

21 Patriot m1111l• to lo~ea, and if the tana!on on the Xo•••n 

22 penin1ula deoraa1ea, do•• that mean that ycu will b• able to--

23 That waa the third question. '1'h• aaeond iu••tion w&1 1 wa1 th•~• 

24 any d11cu11ion tbout poeaibl• proou~etdnt by the xorean 

2' qovernment ot the Patriot sy11t•m for imp~ovinr the defen1• ot the 

8 
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1 a9ain1t Serbian t1rq•t1, auah a1 AJ1'111\unit1on and tual dumf• •nd 

2 •~epl~ lLn•• to 1tand behind the th:eat? 

3 (T~•n•lat!on by th• inte~preter.) 

t Mil. PBlRY• Tha ~lan or the propo1a1 mad• by 

S Pr••ident Clinton !nvolve1 creatinq an •xclu1ion 1on•around the 

6 eafe he"len uea1, and in this exclution ion• an1 hu.vy weapons 

7 that ar• found w~ll be 1ubject to air attack by the NATO A1r 

8 roi-ge, 

t ln thv cour•• of thia attack, it l• p~opo1ed, al10, that 

10 related tarqata could alGo be att•cked, ineludinq Allll\unition 

11 dump• or 1upply a~a1. So, it i• broader in that •Xtent-wtO that 

12 •xtent than th• 8a~ajevo mod•1. 

13 I 1hould mention, pQrenth•~iocallf, that in pr•paration of 

14 thi1 area of our plan, it wA• alwaye envi•ionad that that weuld 

lS be a backup tactic, if nece•••tr, in laJ:aje~o. ~. haT• never had 

16 to apply that air 1trite to Sa•ajevo •o we have n•v•r had a 

17 ohanc• tc aee whether it waa nece11arr to ••tend it beyond the 

18 1paoific heavy weepon that wa1 ti:in9. lut·that wa• part ct that 

19 Sarajevo concept to begin with. 

20 In te:me of~- So, yea, t~t 11--that 11 con11dered. I~ 

21 differ• from the Saraj•vo plan~- I think that'• ell I'll ••Y 

22 &bout it rioht now. The importaftt point to.make at thie •ta9e 11 

23 ~hat the propo1al h11 been een~ to the all1•• who ,wguld be 

34 involved both in executln; in th• air and who would be affected 

25 on t.he g-rcunc!, and that'e under lnten1J..ve d1•cue•Lon :ci.c;ht now, 

7 
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1 ao .. aft tore••' 

2 And n~er th~•• waa, 1r th• •1tuation in Kor•a enh1nce1, 
3 will the u.1. con11d•r withdrawal of th• Patriot 1y1tama? 

4 And the number four qu••tion 11, there are many 
~ nd•undar•tandin;1 amongst. Korean peopl• abo.ut your .role aa the 

e Searetaxy of oaien1e, that 11 an AJ:ml ••ller. 10, durin; th~• 

7 v111t to Korea, h11 there been any d11ou1eion about tha aellin; 

8 of th• W9apon1 system to tha Rtpublio of Korea? 

9 MR. PJRRYa You've got an awful lot in one qu••tion. 

10 I'll 1aa if I can deal briefly with each of tho•• point•. 

11 (Tranalation by the !ntarpratar.) 

12 MR. PllUlY1 

13 diplomacy, finaly and patiently, until or unl•1• th1r1 !1 nc hope 

l' l~ aucc••• of dlplomaay anymore. 

15 (~ran•l•~ion bf tho into~~•ter.) 

. 11 Ma. PSQYe And if that. happen.1, ~h9n ,,. and the 

17 R•fU~liQ of Korea, to9eth•r, would 90 ~o the United Nation• and 

18 propc•• that·•angtion• be iinpo1ed on Horth Xorea. 

lt (Tran1lation br the into~~·t•~·) 

20 MR, PERI.Ya lecondlrr in t•z:m• cf th• Patrlot, 1t 11 

21 a pu~•l~ det~neive e~ete~. It le • •1•twm ~hat ha• no cff•n•1va 

22 capability at all •nd it is a part oi a ze;u1ar nod•rn1zat1cn 

23 pro;ram. I~ ha1 been plannad, actua117, fot eeveral year• and 

24 there's no raaaon to w1t?\draw it. It'• not here ~•C1u11 of the 

25 nuclear weapon proqram. It i1 de11;ned to defend against · 
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1 conventional IOUD ettack . 
· 1 on •Lrf ieldi d 

2 N.lita~ J.n•tallation1, an po~t• and Other 

J (Tran•l•tion by the inte 
· Z'pr•ter.) 

t JCR, PIRRT1 I ~h' 
Ji .1.rd, let • aaaJce • 

5 raapon1thiltty •• S•erat4i-u of ,...! 
.. J 1o1111 •nae .f.• 

8 !o~ u.a. equtpnent, 

po,nt very oltar, lllY 

not to be a lll111Q&n 

(!ran1lation by the int• 
. rpz•~r.) 

MK. 1DKYt My raa 
Po119ibLlity i• to provide f 

joint tCAd1neee Of the Combined !o~o ~ or th• 
· •• •~• Ln ~o~•• to ~•f•n~ 

7 

• 
' 10 thL• aoun~El'· · 

11 

13 Mft. PldTa Hoit 1p•ol!ioally, % h•v•, at. no ti• LI\ 

ll th11 meetin9, in~ludini mr moating vith M!ni•t•~ Rh••, t did not 

14 d11ou11 th• procurement ot the '•triot by Kox••• 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

·(Translation by th• intertreter.) 

MR. PIRRYI Nor d1d i d11cu1• the procu~ement of a~y 

othe~ American 1y1tem ~y th• Rep~l1c o! Koz:wa, 

(Ttanalation by the intez:preter.) 

MR. fElUlYa .rinally, on the que,tion·of th•-·wheth•r • 
20 th• North KOr•ana have ••ro or l or 2 b~e, let me ••• 1i 1 eaft 

' 
21 clarify that 1oma. 

22 (Translation by the interpreter.) 

23 MR. PERRY& · Bacaue• of th• 1ecret•-1eoretive natut• 
l4 oi t~• North Korean ;ove%runent and 10Ci•ty, it i• difficult to 

I 

25 make fully oonf idant aat1mate1 on every aspect of the No~th 

10 
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1 lo~•an military far;e1. 

2 (Tran•l•tion bf th• 1nterpret.r.) 

l JllK, PIMYI I will tell you, i1r1t of all, what wa 

4 know with iull oontidence, and that 11 that North lorea h11 a 

5 major nuclear we•pon program undez:way. 

& (Translation try th• interpreter.) 

7 MR. PBRKYI WI don't ha\'8 th• detail• of Ill Of th• 

8 compon•nt1 of 'thia pro;tarn, but we know it include• a 25 me;a 
I 

9 watt reactor, a 200 meoa watt ~•actor under oon1truction, a radio 

10 ohemi1t~ labo:atory, and hiqh explo1ive te1tinq iac111ty. 

11 (Tran1la~icn by the int•tl'~•ter.) 

12 MR. PERI.Yi ~h• onlf plau•ibla explanation ot ~~••• 
I 

13 faailltlea i•.• JD.ajar nual•ar waapoaa pro;ram. 

14 (Tran1lation by the int•rpr•t•r.) 

15 

15 froqram there ha•• ~o be other oomponen~• •• WGll, whiah we do 

11 not have detailed in!ordation about. 

18 (Tr•~•lat1on b)" the inte~p~eter.) 
I' 

19 MR. P!RaY• Within w••k• it will b9 nece11,ary fo~ the 

20 North ~rean• to nwove the fuel, which J.1 now in thwir 2!5 :IMli• 

21 watt reaatOJ:. 

22 

23 

(Tran1lat1on by the interpreter.) 

MR. PERJlY• This ru•l would provide 1ut!1c1ent 

24 plutonium to make 4 or ' nuclear bcmb1. 

• 
" 
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~ 
1 Ma. PlllY1 W• belitv• tha\ it J.1 oritical that tl\&t 

I operation b• 1Gperv1eed clo11ly by th• Atomia Iner;,~-

! :tn1:etnat1onal AtoaJ.c Inergy Aqency ( IAIA). 

4 (tranalatiOR by the interpteter.) 

5 MR. PBRRY1 At an earlier dat•, th• Nerth Xcr•an1 

I ramov~ • •m.11er 1.11\0unt of fuel from t.hl• reactor. 

' . (Tran•latJ.on by the interpreter.) 

I KR. PERRY• "9 know that !t wa•'rmnoved, but beoau1e 

9 they did it, not under 1upervi•ion, 1n tact, th•y did Lt without 

10 ob1arvation at th• time, w. aan onl1 ••timat• how avoh fu•1 ~•• 

11 Z'aoved. 

12 (Translation by the !nt•rp.t•t.s.) 

13 MR. PERRY• Wea ••t:imat• th•~ th•r• W&• •nou9h 

14 pluton1WI in that fuel to ~ake 1 or 2 bomb•. 

15 (~ran11atien hr th• iftt•~P~•t•r·~ 

1' MR. tBRRY• We eatinat• that th•~ probably have th• 

17 eapabilit7 to convert th•t p1uton1WI 1nto boJN11, 

18 (T~•n•l•tion by th• interpreter.) 
I 

19 Kit. P!MY1 Anti we e1t1mata that they have.had enc:iu;h 

20 tim• by now to have succeeded 1n do1n9 that, 

Zl (Tran•l•t1on ~y th• inta~pr•t•~·) 

22 MR. PERRY• Keoently, Kim woo son; made a 1tatement 
I 

al which we welcome, that North xo~ea ha1 no boiabl, no nuclear 

24 bomb1, no aap!rations for nuclear bcmb1, and no 1ecret1 about 

25 their nucl•ar bomb proq~am. 

12 
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1 

2 JCR, tllUt.Ya We o•ll on hi• to a11ow the in1peotion of 

l th• %ntarnational Atotn.J.c lner1y A9•noy •O they aan va~ify that 

4 a11artion al 10 it can remove the \11\0•~tain~y in our pre1ent 

5 ••t1mate1. 

(Tran11atiD.11 by th• interpreitez.) 

MR, PJ:Ml 1 '7aiae, 

6 

7 

8 KS. DeLASltlt I'm atraid Ja!a• 11·901no to b• the laet 

I one. 

10 JAIME KcINTYR!t Okay, well then t 1 11 have tc a1k 

11 you about Boania if it'• the l•at qu••t1c~ • . 
12 Often at the Pentt;on we've be•n 9iven the ~aticna1• for 

13 why the Sarajevo model might not apply to Go~a1de, the small unit 

14 fi9htin;, the difficulty of ta~eta, the lack of gtound t~oope tc 

15 e~ppo~t th• a;r••men~. What ha• changed th•.th1nkin9 abou~ that? 

16 And the ••cond pa~ ia will you then h&"f'9 to 11&k• a~ju1tment1 in 

17 numb•~• of 9~ound trocp1, plan••, or •f1U1pmant to garr:t o~t thi• 

18 propo•al ,· if it'• a91:eed to by the. allie17 

11 (Txan~laticn by the intezpz:eter.) '· 

20 MR , PIR.R'Y I Pitet of all, l•t me clerity • point 

21 which i• that the ~~le of the On.ited Stat~a in lo1nia 11 not a• 

22 a combatant power. W• ax• the~a to aeaiat the peaae-keepin; 

23 effort• goinv on by th• Untt•d Hation1. 

24 (Translation bJ the Lnterprater.) 

25 KR. ,ERRY• 'l'h•r• ha• bean real IQOllent\111 in tho11 
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1 peace-keeping effort• dur1n9 th• la1t 2 month• with th• ultimatwa 

2 Qft Sarajevo, with th• a;reement1 in th• cr1ena (•la), and wi.th 

3 the pea~• a;r~8ll\tnt b•tweenM·th• tentative p1aoa &q'9ement 

4 betw.en th• Croata •nd the Ku1lim1. 

5 (Tran1lation by the interpret•~·) 

6 MR. PBRRYa ~he S•rb1 1helllnq and assault on aora1d• 

7 ha1 been a real 1etback to the 8'0llent\Ull of th••• peaoe 

8 •crr•••nta. 
9 (!ranalation by the 1nt•rpret•~·) 

10 MR. PERRY• President Clinton's propo1al 1• an 

11 attempt to r•i•in th• MomA~tum and to 9at beck to the P9•c• 

12 agreement, the ~••••~ion of hoatil!ti•a and'the peace agreement1. 

13 (~ran•1•t1on br ~he interpxwto~.) 

14 Ml\, PERRY• It i• atill not a d•alaion for the United 

15 Stat•• ta become a o~tant in ~h• war. 

18 

17 

(Trenelation oy the interpreter.) 

8. PB1l:RY1 tt'e •till limit.S to a U.S. and NATO 

18 role a1 a1•1ating in pe•~•-k•epin;. 

19 (Translation by the lntei:pret•~·l 

20 HR, PZIU'.YI It'• still li.lllJ.~ed to ~he u1• o! air 

21 power. There 1• no dec111on in thi1 propo•al to u1e u.1. or ~~~O 

22 ;round combatant force1. 

23 (Tran1lat1on by the interpret•~·) 

24 MR, PBMY 1 And 1 ~ 11 1till not a propo•al. !or 

2! unilateral action. .Whatever -e're ~o1n; in Boania, we have to 
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1 take full account of the danger to the ;round troopl, UN ;round 

2 troop• th•r•, and Inf propo1al ha1 to be cileai:l.y ooardi~ted with 

3 tho all!oa, both in th.A air and on the ;round. 

4 (~ranslat!on by the intarpr•t•r.) 

5 KR. PIRRY1 Now with th&t background, l•t me try to 

6 an•we~ rour q~••tion. 

7 (Tranalation by the inte~s•t.~.) 

I MJl I PJllRl\Y I 

9 cl••~ that thi• propo••1 1 evon 1! aaaepted, will not ;u•rant•• 

10 th• ••ourity of the •afe haven area•. 

ll (Tran1lat!o~ by the interpreter.). 

12 MR, P!RRY1 But it will be v•rr·•ffootiva in ~•ducint 

13 the •h•llinq ~hat ~oea on into th••• o1ti•• and it will ~ vary 

14 effective in raieinq the px1ce to the lerbt oe contin~Lni the 

1! •h•llin;. 

16 (Tran1lation by the interpreter.) 

17 MR. PllUlY• the raal hope, real expectation, 11 that 

18 th1• action will not b• a decieiva militaxy action aftect1n; th• 
' 

19 battles goinq on into••~• area1, but it w1~1 provide.the impetu• 

~o to get back to the diecu•sions, to get baok to the oe11ation of 

21 ho•tiliti•• agreement and finally to a peace a;rtuunant in Bo•n1•· 

22 (Tran1lation by the interpreter.) 

23 MR. PERRY& lt ie •till a limited action ded1cated to 

24 1upport!ng peace-keeping and 1~ it 11 not eucce11ful, then we 

25 will hav• to eoneider other actions. 

15 
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(T~1m•lation by ~h• int•rp~•t•~•) 

lGt. Pl!:UY1 But we believe that whtm both cC1111batant1 

3 on thl qround, tha Mu11ille and the S•~bm, aon1ld•r th• •ituation 

4 and consider the extent to wn1ch th1• dramatically 1na~ea1ad u•• 

5 oi a1r power can aff•ct 1t, that both 1ide1 will ba willLn9 to 
I 

6 agx.a to a ce11ation ot ho1t1L1t1••· 

7 (Tran1lat1on by th• 1nterprater.) 

a MR. 111Mt1 Finally, we do not ••• th• requirement 

9 for additional air power bayon~ what we already have in the 

10 Adriatie and Aviano to carry out thi• ulti1Nltum. W• do believe 

11 that additional United Nationa peace-keeping foroe1 will be 

12 needed to oo into the safe haven areas. 

ll (Tran1lation by the interpreter.) 

14 MR. P!llRYI Thank you v.ry much. 

15 (Thm p~•• confGrence adjourned at ogss hours, 21 April 

1C 1914.) 

11 
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, 

Bradley K. Martin 
3-302 Mansion Konri, 2-2-2 Rokugatsu 

Adachi-ku, Tokyo 121 Japan 
Tel./FAX (81-3) 3885-9899 

Dr. Anthony Lake 
National Security Advisor 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Lake: 

April 9, 1994 

I am a Fulbright fellow, formerly a longtime correspondent for 
leading U.S. news organizations, currently at work on a book about North 
Korea. I'm taking the liberty of sending you on a confidential basis a paper I 
have prepared. It's too sensitive to publish in this form, I believe. 

The paper sets out what I consider rather urgent findings regarding 
policy toward Pyongyang, based on my interviews in Seoul recently with a 
dozen North Korean defectors. Defectors told me their ex-countrymen not 
only believe that war against South Korea and the United States is 
inevitable~ ordinary people actually want to go to war. As one defector put 
it: "The food shortage is terrible, grain-ration distributions are halted, so 
people figure they will either die of hunger or die in war. A hundred percent 
believe that North Korea would win, so they support war." Virtually the 
only bright spots in these interviews came when I asked about the proposed 
Radio Free Asia. Nearly all the defectors thought it could change North 
Korean attitudes. 

I know you're very busy, but hope you and your colleagues can take 
the time to glance at the paper. 

Sincerely, 



North Koreans' War Fever and Radio Free Asia 
By Bradley K. Martin 

Summary and recommendations: 
American policy toward North Korea has not sufficiently taken into 

account the fact that Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-il consciously ratchet up 
external tensions, in order to channel domestic discontent away from their 
regime and thus preserve their power. The dynamic is fundamental to the 
political culture the elder Kim developed, unlikely to be reversed while they 
rule. Eventually it may well make coexistence with their regime impossible. 

For a book in progress on North Korea, the author has conducted 
interviews with a dozen recent defectors from the North. Those interviews 
indicate that the Kim II-sung-Kim Jong-ii regime has inculcated in its 
subjects an expectation that war will break out Worse, economic 
deprivation has trans/ or med that popular expectation into an actual 
desire for war. 

The Kims themselves have a strong interest in averting a war that 
they know would devastate both halves of the peninsula and might leave 
them dead or imprisoned for war crimes. The conflict between that interest 
and what they teach their subjects creates an inherently unstable and 
dangerous situation. How long, after all, can they keep their people at 
fever pitch without giving them the war that they lust for? On the other 
hand, the alternative, which would be to relax external tensions, is 
unthinkable. The Kims know it would permit people to focus on internal 
causes of their troubles: the regime itself and the system it enforces. 

Meanwhile, a populace eager to fight gives the Kims confidence that 
their war machine would perform single-mindedly in at least the crucial 
early stage of an attack on South Korea. That confidence no doubt 
contributes to the obduracy of North Korea's negotiators concerning nuclear 
inspections. And if the regime should get to the point of actively 
considering war, its confidence in the warlike mood of its people could 
make the option to fight more tempting than it might otherwise be. 

Facing this risk, the United States should move prudently but 
quickly to challenge the Kims' control over their subjects' minds. 

Bradley Martin, longtime Asia correspondent for Newsweek, The Asian 
Wall Street Journal and The Baltimore Sun, now is a Fulbright research 
fellow based in Seoul and Tokyo. Publication of this paper in whole or in 
part without the author's express written permission is forbidden. ©1994 



The most obvious means is to expedite the founding of Radio Free Asia's 
Korean-language service, giving it urgent priority among the various RF A 
broadcast services. Among other policy options now being considered, 
international economic sanctions or a strengthening of the American and 
South Korean military deterrent have the disadvantage that they would 
confinn North Koreans' image of the United States and South Koreans as 
predatory enemies. That would tend to inspire even greater unity of the 
people and the arrny around Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-ii. But cranking up 
Radio Free Asia in Korean should have the opposite effect. The flow of 
information should enable ordinary people, military men and even some 
high officials to see that their interests differ from the Kims' interests. 

Of course, a free flow of information would be perceived at the top 
in Pyongyang as a much greater threat to the regime than merely 
shoring up South Korea's military defenses. And, although this thought 
should remain unspoken for now, no doubt the policy proposed could have 
the effect of hastening the downfall of the Kim Ii-sung-Kim Jong-il regime-­
through an internal uprising or coup d'etat, or via collapse followed by 
merger with South Korea. South Koreans worry that a collapse would bring 
chaos. But the Kim regime's collapse could hardly be worse than war. 

I thus recommend that RF A's Korean-language service begin 
broadcasting as soon as possible. Concerning a crucial technical question, 
it is well known that North Korean-made radios ·are fixed to the single 
official frequency. If those receivers remained the only ones available, 
Radio Free Asia broadcasts would fall on deaf ears in North Korea. But in 
the last five years substantial numbers of people have acquired multi­
frequency radios, mostly AM/FM, my interviews reveal. To achieve the 
widest listenership, RF A's Korean-language service should use medium­
wave frequencies, in addition to or instead of shortwave. Transmission 
could be from South Korea or perhaps from Khabarovsk in Russia. 

To delay as long as possible the regime's angry response to RFA and 
its inevitable major crackdown on owners of multi-frequency radios, it is 
best to avoid publicly describing the changes in availability of receiver 
equipment, since the top leadership in Pyongyang may not yet fully 
appreciate the extent of the changes. Radio Free Asia's crucial 
importance in overall U.S. strategy toward North Korea also should be 
played down publicly. To avoid the appearance of singling out North 
Korea, at least one other RF A service should be started at the same time. 

In an effort to preserve such options this paper is being distributed to 
a few concerned policymakers only, on a confidential basis. Details follow: 



'War is coming, so let's get on with it': 
Recent North Korean defectors to South Korea say their fonner 

coootrymen believe almost to a person that another war against the United 
States and South Korea is inevitable. More horrifying still, the populace 
eagerly awaits the outbreak of hostilities, thinking that war would put an 
end to--and justify--years of hunger and sacrifice to build a war economy. 
After l 989, when they received what proved to be only a short-lived 
restoration of adequate food rations, North Koreans gradually lost hope that 
the economy could tum around so long as the peninsula remains divided. 
Over the last two or three years, the general attitude has become one of 
near-apocalyptic desperation. People await their salvation in the fonn of 
Korean reunification, to be achieved through the North's military victory. 

Those popular attitudes increase the risks of another war on the 
peninsula. If fighting starts while North Koreans harbor such war fever, the 
Second Korean War may be bloodier than the first. Casualties will be 
enonnous for all sides including the Americans. North Korean 
pronouncements have mentioned 1995 as the target date for reunifying the 
Korean peninsula. That year will mark a half century of rule by Kim II-sung. 

North Koreans' information sources: 
Critics of the Radio Free Asia legislation focused on its plans for 

China. Typical was the argwnent that the Chinese already had access to 
plenty of straight news about their own country via phone, fax and satellite 
television--not to mention shortwave broadcasts from the British 
Broadcasting Corporation and the Voice of America. 

No matter how those argwnents play regarding China, they hardly 
apply to its smaller but far more troublesome neighbor. At present no 
regular source of straight news of North Korea is available to North Korean 
citizens. Forget using phone, fax or satellite T.V. as means of reaching 
substantial segments of the world's most tightly controlled and regimented 
populace. Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-ii for decades have isolated their 
subjects from outside influences. They see no reason to pull down the walls 
now, or to halt the massive indoctrination machinery that takes infants from 
their mothers' breasts to start teaching them fanatical devotion to a single 
view of reality. 

Until around 1989, radio, too, could have been pretty much ruled out 
as a means of getting through to North Koreans. Most of the country's 
radios could be tuned only to the official frequency. Only certain members 
of the elite--diplomats, security officials and others whose work required 



study of the outside world--had access to shortwave receivers and could 
listen to, say, the Voice of America's Korean-language broadcasts of world 
news. 

Many more imported radios: 
The regime's restrictions remain unchanged, but defectors report that 

the last five years have seen major expansion in ownership of imported 
radios, especially AM-FM radio/casette-player combination units. In the 
case of those sold in North Korean foreign-currency stores, government 
personnel fixed the dials so that they could receive only official broadcasts. 
But the blockage is reversible. In many cases the radio owner removes the 
soldered blocking pin, listens to outside broadcasts and then solders it back 
every three or four months in time for the authorities' inspections of private 
radios. In other cases a person may own two radios: a legally altered one to 
show to the inspectors plus another, unaltered receiver, perhaps smuggled 
from China, that can be tuned to prohibited broadcasts. 

Those defectors who mentioned the changes in radio-receiver 
availability during their interviews were, by and large, the most recent 
defectors. Some were on the margins of the elite, involved for some time in 
at least mildly dissident activities. People who defected earlier, ranked high 
in the elite or were assigned overseas at the time of their defections, on the 
other hand, tended to be unaware of the trend. They simply repeated the old 
truism that North Korean radios are fixed to a single frequency. Also, the 
only official North Korean pronouncement on Radio Free Asia that I have 
seen was not especially vociferous by Pyongyang standards.· These facts 
suggest that the top leadership itself may not be fully aware of the growth of 
capability to listen to foreign broadcasts--and thus may have a false sense of 
confidence that Radio Free Asia would not have a major impact. Any such 
sense of confidence should be encouraged for as long as possible, to allow 
RF A a head start on attracting listeners before any major crackdown begins. 

The Pyongyang regime sooner or later will decry Radio Free Asia as 
a war provocation. Some American policymakers already see this concern 
as reason to go slow with RF A. It may be one factor behind what appears 

• "'This is an interference in the internal affairs of the DPRK and other Asian countries and a criminal 
act against them,' said a Foreign Ministry spokesman in an interview with the official Korean Central 
News Agency. 'What the United States really seeks to do in setting up the radio is to imbue the DPRK 
and other Asian countries with their "view of the value of American-style democracy" and the poison of 
bourgeois ideology, thus stifling socialism in this region and destroying the independent governments 
from within.'" The People's Korea, Tokyo, Feb. 12-19. 1994. 



to be a lack of urgency in Washin6>1on regarding RF A's startup. However, 
against the danger that Radio Free Asia may provoke the Kims Washington 
must weigh the danger that benign neglect of the minds of North Koreans 
could itself lead to an explosion. If the issue remains too close to call, add 
into the balance the traditional American belief in truth as a liberating force. 

Foreign broadcasts currently available: 
Compiling the estimates of several defectors, it appears that around 

five to seven percent of the population now have the equipment to listen to 
broadcasts from outside and perhaps two percent actually do listen--at the 
risk of going to prison if they are caught. Unauthorized citizens daring to 
tune their AM-FM radios to foreign broadcasts usually listen to KBS-2, the 
educational service of Seoul's Korean Broadcasting System, or to Korean­
language broadcasting from Y anbian, the ethnic Korean region of China 
just across the border. 

While those broadcasts help change attitudes, their programming is 
not particularly specific to North Korea, defectors say. North Koreans may 
have to listen to the neighboring-country stations for years before they hear 
much to arouse serious doubts about their own leaders' statements and 
policies. With little news or analysis of North Korea itself, programs do not 
directly challenge North Korean listeners to recognize the connection 
between the poverty and repression all know they are experiencing and Kim 
Il-sung's Stalinist system. It is a connection that they are taught to ignore, in 
favor of blaming the United States and South Korea for their troubles. 

Radio Free Asia's Mission: 
This points to the compelling mission for Radio Free Asia: 

broadcasting trustworthy news and analysis not just of the outside world 
but, especially, of North Korea itself. On-air personnel should speak North 
Korean dialect, as it is quite different from the dialects spoken in the South. 

The next question is how to get detailed and accurate news of the 
country out through North Korea's hermetically sealed borders, so that it 
can be reported back to Radio Free Asia listeners there. That is an almost 
unprecedentedly stiff reporting challenge, but it is doable. Since reporters 
will not be able to enter North Korea, it will be necessary to nibble around 
the edges and focus reporting resources on South Korea, China (especially, 
the Yanbian region on the North Korea border), the United States, Japan 
and Russia (Khabarovsk, near the North Korean-operated logging camps). 



The Interviews 
I interviewed a dozen recent defectors. Among other questions, I 

asked them how infonnation and culture from outside reach North Koreans. 
I specificially asked them what they thought of the legislation to establish a 
new American service (Radio Free Asia) that would broadcast to North 
Korea, among other countries, providing news of North Korea in the 
Korean language. Most of the defectors were enthusiastic, some intensely 
so. None saw major negative factors. They differed mainly in their views on 
the availability of radio receivers capable of receiving outside broadcasts. 
Excerpts follow: 

Kim Jong-min, fonner high-ranking official (brigadier general level) 
of the North Korean Ministry of Public Security, defected 1989, 
interviewed November 1993 and February 1994: 

"North Korean people wouldn't believe all this [about the wild and 
extravagant private lives of Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-ii]. If they found out, 
they would feel betrayed. They're leading such a poor life. 

"Radio Free Asia would be a good thing. It would help to open up 
North Korea. It would be like a revolution to North Koreans. The U.S. 
should have done it several years ago. I'd like to be on it. You have to let 
them understand U.S. society and see the decency in the U.S." 

Q. Are there enough receiver sets in North Korea? 
A. "Of course ordinary citizens won't have the equipment, but the 

people specializing in relations with the U.S. and South Korea are very 
curious and lack infonnation. Satisfying their curiosity will help to spread 
that influence to others. 

"There are most definitely people inside North Korea who are against 
the regime. They don't feel they have any backing. Finding that the U.S. 
backs them would help." 

Q. Can we combine a policy of guaranteeing North Korea's external 
security [as a way of resolving the nuclear weapons issue] while at the same 
time starting a radio service that would attack the ideology of its leaders? 

A. "It would be possible only if you put some buffer between the 
U.S. government and this new station. You should give the feeling it's not 
dominated by the U.S. government." 
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Pak Su-hyon, 27 (b. Oct. 28, 1966 ), was forced out of college because his 
brother was caught stealing food, had to go to work in an electrical factory 
in N. Hamgyong Province, so defected in 1993. Interviewed Feb. 7, 1994: 

"Real change started with the 1989 youth festival. During 1989 a lot 
of foreigners came into North Korea. We heard about this. And lots of 
music casette tapes were brought in from Yanbian [Jilin Province's ethnic 
Korean region in] China. The foreigners brought their culture. That aroused 
curiosity. The regime loosened up a bit. When Kim II-sung realized tht 
people were getting a bit free, he put the lid back on. That aroused more 
curiosity: Why were we being suppressed? 

Q. What did people say about Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-ii? 
A. "Most people's opinions of Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-il haven't 

changed. Most ordinary people don't know about the extravagant lives of 
those two, or about their faults. They blame high officials under the Kims 
for their problems. They believe Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-ii are well­
intentioned, but the high officials don't carry out their policies properly. But 
those high officials do know all the faults of Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-ii. 
I've talked to some officials. While ordinary people blame them, the high 
officials blame Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-ii." 

Q. While you were a member of Kim 11-sung's military bodyguard 
service in the 1980s, did you enjoy a special lifestyle? Were there things 
you could get away with that ordinary people couldn't do? 

A. "One thing was listening to radio stations other than the official 
one." 

Q. What radio stations did you listen to? 
A. The ones I could identify were Korean-language broadcasts from 

Y anbian in China and KBS-2, the South Korean public educational 
network. When I heard other, English-speaking stations I had no idea what 
they were." 

Q. What struck you about the South Korean broadcasts? 
A. "In North Korea they would say, 'President Kim Young-sam is 

blah, blah, blah--criticize him. But the South Korean broadcasts didn't say 
much at all about Kim puja [Kim father and son--Kim II-sung and Kim 
Jong-ii]. Nothing bad was said. Once, though, I did hear some criticism. A 
broadcast quoted a French reporter as saying Kim II-sung had put a lot of 
political offenders into prison. I was very surprised. Of course I knew about 
the political prisons, but how did people in France know so much about 
North Korea?" 

Q. Were you listening to short-wave or AM-FM radio? 
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A. "Regular AM-FM radio. Starting in the 1990s lots of radios got 
into North Korea from China. [Often AM-FM-casette players.] You could 
buy them in the dollar stores. When you bought one, the government person 
would fix it so only one frequency could be listened to. But high officials, 
national security and military people, can get radios without such blockage 
[both shortwave and regular AM-FM radios]. Kim Jong-il and Kim ll-sung 
also give radios as presents. As for the radios stuck on one frequency, you 
can reverse that. However, they check it periodically. If they find you've 
altered it, they'll take it away. A lot of people alter it, listen, then change it 
back before the next inspection." 

Q. Do you expect the regime to collapse? 
A. "Now, looking from South Korea, I believe it has to collapse--but 

when I was in North Korea I never thought such a thing. So why should 
others there think so? The authorities have this special magic: Even 
criminals in North Korea, if there's a war, would unite and fight for the 
country. I like the American radio idea. I hope it would help North Koreans 
open their eyes to the faults of the regime. I believe the regime will not 
collapse without outside influence such as the flow of foreign culture. 
Otherwise, unless high officials turn their backs on Kim II-sung and Kim 
Jong-il and stage a coup, there won't be any collapse. 

"People figure there has to be a war or something. The government 
has told us all the resources had to be devoted to military needs to prepare 
for a war. What Kim 11-sung and Kim Jong-ii are saying now is that even if 
foreign nations force economic sanctions on the nuclear issue, we can 
survive. People believe that if there is a war, and if reunification comes, the 
sacrifice will have been justified. The problem is, people want war. They 
believe they are living this hard life because there's going to be a war. If 
there's going to be a war, why not just get it over with? They believe they'll 
die either way, from hunger or war. So the only solution is war. 

"Foreigners and South Koreans believe it's the North Koreans who 
will bring war. But ordinary North Koreans believe the Americans will 
invade them. When I was in North Korea I myself believed the Americans 
were ruthless, scary people. If anything went wrong in North Korea, it was 
'because of the Americans.' Still, North Koreans underestimate the United 
States. Despite the Americans' global policeman role, the North Korean 
mentality holds that Americans are no threat if a war breaks out. The real 
threat is Japan. They have experience with the Americans in the Korean 
War [which Kim 11-sung's propaganda machine claims the North won], and 
say, 'We can beat them again, any time.' Most people, civilian and miitary 

8 



alike, think that way. But university students know that the U.S. has great 
power. ln university we study international institutions like the United 
Nations. 

Q. Is it a case where the people are primed to fight but the very top 
leaders know they would lose? 

A. "I think so. Lots of high officials when they talk say that war is 
out of the question." 

Ko Voung-hwan, b. July 14, 1953, defected May 2, 1991. lnterviewed 
Nov. l, 1993. Seven years in a foreign languages institute before going to 
Foreign Languages University. After graduation, joined the Foreign 
Ministry. Geneva one year, Zaire twice for a total of five, then the Congo. 
Was first secretary in DPRK embassy in the Congo when he defected. Now 
working at the government's Institute for North Korean Studies, Seoul. 

Q. What about the reportedjamming of VOA in 1993? 
A. "Maybe the report that VOA had been jammed was mistaken. The 

main goal of the North Korean authorities is to keep people from listening 
to South Korean broadcasts. There is hardly any flow of infonnation 
through radio. Very few people would possess radios capable of receiving 
VOA. Even in the embassy in the Congo there were pins in our radio so we 
could listen only to North Korean radio. Specialists can listen to Western 
radio, to monitor what's going on abroad." 

Q. Suppose Kim II-sung died and Kim Jong-il, feeling the pressure, 
ordered the military to attack South Korea. Would they do it? 

A. "Yes, they would follow his orders. If asked to wage war, they 
would go for it. Nationalistic ideas would egg them on." 

Q. Could there be a coup in response to such an order? 
A. "I see no possibility of a coup because in the current situation 

there's a feeling among the North Korean people that whatever problems 
they have are due to South Korea and the United States." 

Q. My own analysis is that the problems are internal, caused by 
contradictions in the system. Do people in the elite agree with that? 

A. "All ranks, up to higher officials, still blame Americans and South 
Koreans as the problem. If some have a different view, they are probably 
diplomats or others who have traveled abroad." 

Q. Why the hysterical reaction to the Team Spirit war games after all 
these years? 

A. "Kim Jong-il and Kim Il-sung know that Team Spirit will not be 
an invasion. But they used that kind of mentality to manipulate North 
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Koreans' feelings. They're still using that mentality. Most people believe 
that it is true. You might speculate as to how the citizens of North Korea 
actually believe in the Team Spirit threat. You can't understand it unless 
you've lived in North Korea. They have regular civil-defense exercises. 
Black sheets over the windows. Such frequent practice makes people 
believe in the threat. " 

Kim Young-song, architect-engineer, 59, born Aug. 12, 1934. Defected 
June 7, 1992 while working in Germany. Interviewed Feb. 7, 1994. 

Q. What do you think of the American proposal to start a Radio Free 
Asia, which would broadcast news of North Korea into North Korea in the 
Korean language? 

A. "It wouldn't affect ordinary people but could affect high officials. I 
don't see any negative aspects in influencing at least some people." 

Q. Are those high officials getting the blame for what goes wrong? 
A. "The people don't really blame the high officials. They just can't 

name Kim II-sung and Kim Jong-ii as the reason for their harsh lives, so 
they blame the other high officials. Especially the l 0,000 members of State 
Security--if the regime collapses, they're gone, people hate them so much. 
The radio service wouldn't affect the State Security people, but other high 
officials will listen. Changing a little can be positive." 

Chang Ki-hong, defected Nov. 1991 while working at a North Korean 
timber camp in the the Khabarovsk region of eastern Russia. 

"I'm the curious type, and my friend and I started listening to South 
Korean broadcasts. He was caught and sent back. I was put under 
surveillance because we were such close friends. It was one month before I 
was due to go back to North Korea myself, but I was afraid if I went back I 
would be executed or sent to a prison camp." 

Q. What had you heard on the radio? 
A. "I heard KBS broadcasts on the election in Seoul, "Far East 

Broadcasts" [Radio Moscow?], and Korean-language radio from Y anbian. 
At night from 11 I could listen to KBS. At first I had a hard time 
understanding the dialect. They had people criticizing the government on 
various issues. And at that time they were running a series on the rise of the 
Kim II-sung regime in North Korea. It was very interesting to get a different 
perspective. So I experienced some ideological change. My friend and I 
kidded each other, 'Let's go to South Korea.' Ultimately it was that 
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ideological change coupled with fear of execution that prodded me to 
defect." 

Q. (Opinion of Radio Free Asia proposal?) 
A. "Of course it would be good! What bad could come of it? But 

there's a saying in Korea: 'Listening 100 times is not as good as seeing it 
once.' In-person interchange is needed, too." 

Ko Chung-song, employee of a district office for preservation of 
revolutionary historical sites, defected June 1993. Interviewed Feb. 8, 1994: 

"I started listening to radio--KBS, radio from Y anbian, the Radio 
Moscow Korean-language service. I started listening in 1985 and began 
doubting the regime in 1989. The state doesn't know, but lots of people 
listen to secretly imported radios." 

Q. How did you get your radio? 
A. "I went on a business trip ... and met a man who had access to a 

Japanese Sony. He sold it to me: a shortwave radio." 
Q. What percentage of the population do you suppose can do what 

you did? 
A. "Maybe five to six percent of the population have radios, and of 

those, 30 to 40 percent [two percent of the population] listen to foreign 
stations. 

"My friends and I would even get together to listen to the South 
Korean broadcasts and debate what we had heard. Kim II-sung was saying 
in his speeches that in order for us to prosper we must reunify. I wanted to 
learn the prospects for reunification. On the radio I heard about the 
downfall of foreign socialism and about the virtual capitalism rampant in 
China. I wanted to find out the prospects for Korea. 

"I ultimately defected because I came to believe the regime could not 
survive for long. It's bound to fall. Everybody believes something is going 
to happen in a couple of years. When friends get together, they debate how 
North Korea will change. Someone might say, 'What do you think about the 
collapse of the U.S.S.R.? Do you think capitalism or socialism is better? 
What about Chinese-style, free-market socialism?' The regime's propaganda 
backfires. On North Korean news they show footage of students 
demonstrating in South Korea. Ordinary people say, 'Oh, society must be 
very harsh there.' Educated people think, 'To have such demonstrations, 
they must have a very democratic society.' Other issues people talk about in 
these private discussions include oil. The oil supply that the Soviet Union 
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used to provide is now cut, and oil from China has been drastically reduced. 
So what is the future of North Korea?" 

Q. And what do they think? 
A. "Everybody believes a war will break out sooner or later. A 

hundred percent want war to occur. The food shortage is terrible. Grain 
distribution is halted, so people figure they will die of hunger or die in war. 
They're even prepared to die in a nuclear war. A hundred percent believe 
that North Korea would win, so they support war. They were brought up to 
worship Kim II-sung. No matter what changes occur, they always worship 
Kim II-sung. They've been so brainwashed since birth that they're willing to 
die for the country." 

Q. (What do you think of the idea of Radio Free Asia?) 
A. "That's an exciting idea! A lot of people listen to the radio, so it 

has a high chance of disrupting the regime. It would be effective. Most 
North Koreans don't know what's happening in North Korea. When I was 
living there I was waiting for someone to tell me what I should do. No one 
ever did. 

"On the Radio Free Asia programs, defectors should talk and 
persuade their friends in North Korea. Let them know we're alive. Maybe 
that would inspire them. Most of my friends have radios. The price of a suit 
in North Korea is equivalent to buying a Hyundai Sonata II [middle-priced 
car]. Instead of having someone say South Korea is experiencing an 
economic boom, get defectors on the radio to give examples of what can be 
bought down here. Put it in terms they can understand." 

Q. How about the leaflets dropped by South Korean balloons? 
A. "I've read them myself, although you're forbidden to read them. If 

word gets out that they have been dropped, State Security sends lots of 
people out to watch. If anyone is seen picking up one of the leaflets to read 
it, someone will tattle and the person reading it will go to prison." 

Q. You listened to KBS? 
A. "From armmd 11 p.m. to early morning you can get the KBS 

education station well. 

Kim Nam-joon, was a second lieutenant, defected by swimming across the 
Imjin River with Kim Kwang-choon (quoted below) in Sept. 1989. 

Q. [Radio Free Asia?] 
A. "It's a very good idea. I have a lot of expectations for the U.S. role 

in opening up North Korea. South Korea has limitations in dealing with 
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that. The U.S. should do its utmost to knock at the door and make the North 
Koreans open up." 

Q. (Radio availability?) 
A. "Most people don't have radios. If people could listen to this kind 

of broadcast the regime would have collapsed years ago. The people who 
can listen are those who already have power--those in the central committee 
of the party." 

Kim Kwang-choon, 29, defected Sept. 1989, by swimming across the 
lmjin River~ was master sergeant serving at the front lines. 

"Because of my education, I felt more gratitude to Kim 11-sung than 
to my parents. I believed that Kim Il-sung was a savior, providing my 
education and my food. I did my utmost to be faithful to Kim II-sung." 

Q. When you were planning your defection, did you feel any guilt 
toward Kim Il-sung? 

A. "I think Kim II-sung is basically a nice guy. He's not to blame. All 
the brainwashing is done by the high officials just for their vested rights. 
They make this ideology so their privileges will stand." 

Q. It seems that North Koreans who are dissatisfied enough to do 
anything end up defecting instead of rebelling. What must happen before 
people will stay and struggle rather than defect? 

A. "When I was in North Korea, after having all those complaints I 
wanted to form some kind of anti-regime movement. But I alone could do 
nothing, so I defected. But middle-level officials know about the outside 
world and they do nothing. There should be pressure from the outside 
world. Ordinary people need a lot of pressure from the outside." 

Q. (What opinion of Radio Free Asia?) 
A. "It would be very effective. I'd be very glad. I've heard them 

talking about it over at the [South Korean] Defense Ministry." 
Q. What sort of programming should the service offer? 
A. "Instead of looking at the big picture, take a more micro approach. 

Start reporting on North Korea's lifestyles, crime and so on. Then, later, 
tune it up a bit and talk about economics and politics. You would have to 
interpret this for people, make it simple and explain it in their terms, or they 
wouldn't be able to understand." 

Q. Do people have radios that can tune in to foreign broadcasts? 
A. "Only about one in 15 homes has the equipment. It would be 

difficult." 
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Q. Some civilian defectors told me the people of North Korea think it 
would be better to die in war than die of hunger, so they want war. 

A. "That's a widespread attitude. When I was in North Korea, I 
myself thought war would have to break out. I was suffering too much from 
hunger. When I first entered the army, I was a hundred percent certain 
North Korea would win a war. But after four or five years of studying the 
South Korean enemy, I realized North Korea doesn't have the economy to 
support a war. So I thought a war would destroy both South Korea and 
North Korea. Officially the government warns that war between South and 
North would be the Third World War. But in military training we are taught 
we have to fight the South and win." 

Ahn Hyuk, defected Aug. 1992 after escaping to China in January that 
year, had been a junior pingpong champion, then a political prisoner in a 
concentration camp: 

"Before I was accused of political crimes, I didn't even know the 
word politics. But after I got out of the prison camp I was really a political 
offender. I talked with my friends. I almost got caught again for listening to 
KBS Radio. My whole family would have gone to a camp. That would have 
been the end of everything. There were about 90 party members in my 
family. My parents were forced to divorce on account of me. Someone in 
State Security said I might be sent back to the camp, and then all 90 would 
have gone, too. So the head of State Security advised them to make me an 
orphan by divorcing." 

Q. (Radio Free Asia?) 
A. "A good idea. But it's only a small percentage who get access to 

broadcasts. I don't know how much effect it would have." 

Kim Ji-ii, b. June 1, 1964, defected Aug. 4, 1990. Was a physics student in 
Kharkov, Ukraine 1984-90, secretly married to a local woman and with a 
daughter, it would have been out of the question to take them back to North 
Korea with him at the end of his studies. 

Q. (Radio Free Asia?) 
A. "Good idea. I listened to Radio Free Europe and Voice of 

America in Russian. They were a success in the Soviet Union. They 
reported stories that weren't in the Soviet press. My wife's family also 
listened." 

Q. What sort of radio equipment do people have in North Korea for 
listening to foreign broadcasts? 
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A. "Some of the Japanese imports are shortwave. At customs they 
are stuck on one channel. But civilian and military high officials have 
shortwave radios that are not fixed to one channel." 

Dong Young-jun, studied transport economics in Poland at Gdansk 
University, defected from there May 1989. 

"After the 1988 Seoul Olympics, many Eastern European countries 
including Poland were eager to find out about South Korea. There were 
many special reports in the news--magazines, television, and so on--about 
how South Korea could develop into such an industrialized nation, and 
about how much power South Korea had to have to be able to host the 
Olympics. This was the channel I used to get knowledge of South Korea. I 
think it's a tragedy we had to get information that way. 

"When I was in Pyongyang we could not learn such things. Radio is a 
product of capitalism. . . . People can't have access to radios, because that 
would allow them to hear broadcasts from all over the world. It's hard to 
buy radios except the one-channel radios. The central government sends 
people to inspect radios every three or four months, so just having a radio 
can put people under fear and apprehension." 

Q. (Radio Free Asia?) 
A. "It's a very good idea but not very practical. Not enough North 

Koreans have access to radios to receive the transmissions. Maybe one 
percent--only the high officials, a few people with power like those in State 
Security. The broadcasts won't be known nationwide. But the people with 
power to change things could listen and think. I myself got a lot of help 
from Radio Free Eurooe and BBC broadcasts." 

Kang Chul-hwan (Chol-hwan), b. 18 Sept. 1968 in Pyongyang. Parents 
and grandparents were Korean residents of Japan who returned eagerly to 
the North Korean "homeland" but eventually found themselves political 
prisoners. He and his family spent 10 years in a prison camp before 
relatives in Japan pressured and bribed officials to treat them better. 
Escaped to China January 1992 with Ahn Hyuk, defected to South Korea 
August 1992. 

Q. What did you do after you got out of the camp? 
A. "I was feeling negative about things, so I started participating in 

anti-regime activities. I was listening to South Korean broadcasts and telling 
friends what I heard. I would sing South Korean popular songs to them. 
This was while I was working at the shoe recycling factory. Because of my 
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work as manager of supply, I had a pass to travel all around North Korea. 
And because I was young I wanted to travel. My friends were all members 
of the elite classes. I would propagandize to them against the Kim II-sung 
regime. Most university students have anti-regime feelings. 

"At one a.m. we would put a blanket over our heads and listen to 
South Korean broadcasts. Most high officials have two radios--one that's 
fixed to the single station you're supposed to listen to and another one they 
would keep secretly to listen to forbidden broadcasts. A department store in 
Pyongyang deals in foreign goods, including radios that are not fixed to a 
single channel. You need foreign exchange to buy them, and they're 
intended for foreigners. I had a shortwave radio." 

Q. (Radio Free Asia?) 
A. "Very good idea." 
Q. What percentage of people would have access to it? 
A. "I guess about six to seven percent, usually high officials--the 

ones with the power." 
Q. Does it make sense to try to reach those people? 
A. "Of course. They already know a lot about the Western world and 

about discrepancies involving the Kim II-sung regime. Giving them more 
access to the facts would change them more. The trend in North Korea 
today is to listen secretly to foreign broadcasts. Since there are so many 
fabrications in North Korea, people are interested in getting information 
from the outside world. All they get now is KBS, and it can only be tuned in 
from 11 p.m. to 2 a.m., so it's not very convenient. Usually KBS broadcasts 
talk just about South Korea. North Koreans sometimes can't even imagine 
what they're talking about. What's needed is to report on what happens in 
North Korea." 

Q. What kind of equipment do those who might listen have 
available? 

A. "Most of them have AM/FM radios with cassette decks." 
Q. Would the people fight if a war caine? 
A. "People want war to break out. It's the only way to bring about the 

fall of the regime, or to end their misery. Young kids conscripted into the 
army at age 17 are all brainwashed to believe that South Korea and the 
United States are the enemy. Of course they would fight. But once they got 
to Seoul and saw the reality of South Korea, there would be chaos and they 
would change. And while the new recruits don't know the real world, I 
imagine the veteran soldiers have more understanding of reality." 

### 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 14, 1994 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter about plans for the 
dedication of the Korean War Veterans 
Memorial on July 27, 1995. I am pleased that 
this project is approaching its completion 
and we will have a fitting memorial to those 
who served their country so honorably. 

I readily agree that the South Korean 
President should be invited to the dedication 
ceremony and I intend to extend an invitation 
to President Kirn Young Sam in the near 
future. It is important in these difficult 
times to reassure our South Korean allies of 
our respect and support, and this is an 
excellent opportunity to demonstrate the 
enduring strength of our ties. 

Thank you again for your suggestion. 

The Honorable John Glenn 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Sincerely, 

J 



ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 

T~E~ENT 

ANTHONY LA~~ 
SUSAN BROPH~~r; 
RICKI SEIDMAN . 

2561 

THE PRESIDHi'. '"'~ .. ] ':~!=EN 
~ \ \ '-\ \ c, ~ 

SUBJECT: Letter to Senator Glenn re Korean War Memorial 

Purpose 

To reply to a letter from Senator John Glenn, who wrote to ask 
you to invite South Korea's President Kim Young Sam to attend the 
dedication ceremony for the Korean War Veterans Memorial, 
scheduled for July 27, 1995. 

Background 

Although the dedication for the Korean War Memorial is more than 
a year away, it is useful to send the invitation now for 
scheduling purposes. Equally importantly, it will reinforce for 
President Kim your esteem for him personally and serve as an 
opportunity to remind all that relations between the United 
States and South Korea have a difficult but honorable past and 
that, in the face of a similar threat, our resolve is just as 
strong. 

Your letter to Senator Glenn thanks him for suggesting the 
invitation to President Kim and assures him that you will follow 
up on it. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter to Senator John Glenn 
Tab B Correspondence from Senator Glenn 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of Staff 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHING TON D.C. 20506 

April 5, 1994 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

STANLEY 0. ROT~~fl 
ROBERT L. SUETTI~ 
Letter to Senator Glenn on Korean War Memorial 

2561 

Attached at Tab I is a Memorandum for the President asking him to 
sign the letter at Tab A to Senator Glenn, who wrote to request 
that South Korean President Kim Young Sam be invited to attend 
the dedication of the Korean War Memorial on July 27, 1995. 

Concurrences by: 

RECOMMENDATION 

Jerej.:osner, Sandy Kri5op 

That you sign the Memorandum for the President at Tab I. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum for the President 

Tab A Letter to Senator Glenn 
Tab B Correspondence from Senator Glenn 



"JOHN GLENN 
OHIO 

linitcd ~tares ~rnatc 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510-3501 

}t/ 1i11 
.. , .1 I 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

n 9. "< 
March 28, 1994 

• GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS. CHAIRMAN 

• ARMED SERVICES 

• SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

• SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

As you are aware, the Korean War Veterans Memorial in the 
nation's capital will be dedicated on July 27, 1995. The 
Memorial Advisory Board is working diligently to plan a suitable 
celebration and commemoration on and around that date. 

The Advisory Board intends to invite the full and active 
participation of the Korean government and Korean people in the 
planned dedication. I believe it would be most appropriate that 
the President of the Republic of Korea, The Honorable Kim Young 
Sam, be officially invited to attend the dedication events of 
1995. Hence I hope and trust that you will give every 
consideration to extending such an official invitation to 
President Kim as soon as possible. 

For myself and the other 1.5 million Americans who served 
the cause of freedom in "the forgotten war" in Korea, this 
memorial represents a welcome measure of long overdue recognition 
and remembrance. I thank you in advance for your consideration 
of this request. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

"-.... ':~~:~ 
John Glenn 
United States Senator 

JG/pb 


