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PRESIDENT CLINTON ACTS TO CARRY OUT FEDERAL INTERAGENCY
TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS TO HELP ST. PETERSBURG

President Clinton today took gteps to carry out
recommendations from a Federal Interagency Taek Force to help the
City of St. Petersburg, FL, resolve recent community unrest.

The task force, compriped of seven federal agencies and
headed by HUD Secretary Henry G. Cisneros, submitted a
comprehensive plan to President Clinton after a three day visit
to St. Petarsburg last week.

President Clinton directed the task force to take specific
actionse to addrees longetanding tensions that caused the recent
turmoil. A federal coordinator also will be appointed to direct
the federal effort in St. Petersburg and to work with the
Community Empowerment Board chaired by Vice President Al Gore.
Specific initiatives by federal agencies include:

Small Business Administration (8BA) - will provide eshort-term
disaster relief as well as long-term econocmic assistance to
expand minority business opportunities.

Dapartment of Labor (DOL) - will continue to pupport efforta of
the Florida Department of labor and Employment Security (FDLES),
a federally funded state agency, which has set up a2 job placement
and referral center in the affected areas (located at the Enoch
Davis Cemmunity Center). To date, FDLES has screened and
referred 150 applicants from the area and will continue this
effort. DOL will also seek to support job training programs like
Youthbuild, which trains young people for construction trades,
and the work-copportunity tax credit.

Epvironmental Protection Agency (EPA) - will seek to make grants
that support environmental cleanup as well as job training for
lower-income residents.
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Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) - will seek to
facilitate a new plan for the revitalization of Jordan Park
public housing. HUD will alpo provide economic development
grants and loans and technical assistance to support community
policing efforts and an expansion of affordable housing.

Department of Commerce (DOC) - has designated the city of St.
Petersburg as eligible fLor assistance as a communicg experiencing
"sudden and severe economic diatress." Under this declaration,
the city 1s eligible for a range of grants.

Department of Education (ED) - will seek to provide support for

in-school programs that teach youth about racial reconciliation
and tolerance. .

Department of Justice (DOJ) - will provide assistance and
training to strengthen community-police relations as well as
asslst in a review of police tactice and procedures where
appropriate. DOJ will also seek additional funds for expanding
law enforcement and community revitalization efforts.

The Federal Interagency Task Force plans to reconvene in 8t.
Petersburg for follow-up actions in mid-December.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For immediate release June 12, 1997

PRESIDENT NAMES MEMBERS OF ADVISORY BOARD TO THE
PRESIDENT’S INITIATIVE ON RACE

President Clinton today announced his intent to appoint seven members to an advisory
board for “One America in the 21st Century: The President’s Initiative on Race.”

The advisory board will counsel the President on his initiative to promote a national
dialogue on controversial issues surrounding race; to increase our understanding of the history of
race relations and the common future people of all races share; to recruit leadership at all levels
to help bridge racial divides; and to propose actions to address critical areas such as education,
economic opportunity, housing, health care, crime and the administration of justice.

President Clinton has cited the nation’s most important mission as building one America.
“Money cannot buy it. Power cannot compel it. Technology cannot create it. It can only come
from the human spirit,” he has said.

Advisory board members were selected based on their outstanding leadership on the issue
of race and their contributions to America’s ongoing efforts to achieve racial reconciliation. The
President sought a group that would provide diversity on a number of fronts, be respected in their
fields and work well together, exemplifying the relationships he hopes the whole initiative will
engender.

LINDA CHAVEZ-THOMPSON, of Washington, DC, is an Executive Vice President
with the AFL-CIO. Ms. Chavez-Thompson has 29 years experience in the labor movement. She
joined the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees in 1971 and became
the first person of color to be elected to one of the top officer positions at the AFL-CIO.

SUZAN D. JOHNSON COOK, of Bronx, New York, is Senior Pastor of the Bronx
Christian Fellowship Church. She is also the first female chaplain of the New York City Police
Department. In 1983, the Rev. Dr. Cook became the first African-American woman to serve as
Senior Pastor at Mariners’ Temple Baptist Church, the oldest American Baptist Church in New
York City. From 1993 to 1994, Dr. Cook was a White House Fellow, working for the White
House Domestic Policy Council. She served as a consultant to the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development from 1994 to 1997. Dr. Cook received a B.S. from Emerson College in
1976, an M.A. from Columbia University Teachers College in 1978, an M.Div. from Union
Theological Seminary in 1983 and a D. Min. from United Theological Seminary in 1990.



JOHN HOPE FRANKLIN, of Durham, North Carolina, is a retired historian and
educator, who most recently served as Professor of Legal History at Duke University Law
School from 1982 to 1992. President Clinton awarded Dr. Franklin the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1995. Dr. Franklin’s scholarly work has focussed on the Civil War and '
Reconstruction era and includes the 1946 landmark study From Slavery to Freedom. Dr.
Franklin received his A.B. degree from Fisk University in 1935, an M.A. from Harvard
University in 1936 and a Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1941.

THOMAS H. KEAN, of Madison, New Jersey, is the former Republican Governor of
New Jersey. Governor Kean currently serves as President of Drew University in Madison, New
Jersey. He is the chairman of President Clinton’s Campaign to Reduce Teenage Pregnancy. He
served on the United States delegation to the Women’s Rights Conference in Beijing in 1995.
Governor Kean holds numerous awards from environmental and educational organizations,
including more than 25 honorary degrees. Governor Kean received a B.A. from Princeton
University and an M.A. from Columbia University Teachers College.

ANGELA E. OH, of Los Angeles, California, is an attorney with the Los Angeles law
firm of Beck, De Corso, Daly, Barrera & Oh, specializing in state and federal criminal defense.
Following the riots in Los Angeles, she served as Special Counsel to the Assembly Special
Committee on the Los Angeles Crisis. Ms. Oh received a B.A. and M.P.H. in 1981 from the
University of California and a J.D. in 1986 from the University of California.

ROBERT THOMAS, of Coto DeCaza, California, currently serves as President and
CEO of Nissan Motor Corporation, U.S.A. Mr. Thomas recently created a partnership with the
Los Angeles Urban League to increase opportunities for women and minorities in the automobile
industry. Mr. Thomas is also a director of the Nissan Foundation, which issues grants to support
community agencies in South Central Los Angeles. Mr. Thomas holds a B.S. in Engineering
from the U.S. Air Force Academy.

WILLIAM F. WINTER, of Jackson, Mississippi, is the former Democratic Governor
of Mississippi and is currently in private law practice with the Jaw firm of Watkins, Ludlam &
Stennis. Governor Winter serves as Chair of the National Commission on the State and Local
Public Service and the National Issue Forum Institute. 'While Governor, he fought for education
reform, equal opportunity for all citizens and better relations between the races. He received his
B.A.in 1943 and LL.B. in 1949 from the University of Mississippi.

The President has asked CHRISTOPHER EDLEY, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, to serve as
a consultant to the advisory board and the President. Mr. Edley has been a Professor at Harvard
I.aw School since 1981 and is co-director of The Civil Rights Project, a recently launched think
tank based at Harvard University. Mr. Edley served as Special Counsel to President Clinton,
directing a review of affirmative action. Mr. Edley received a B.A. from Swarthmore College in
1973, an M.P.P. from the Kennedy School of Government and a J.D. from Harvard Law School

in 1978.
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