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THE WHITE-HOUSE. 
. . 

Office of the.Press Sec;::retaey 

For. Immedi_a,te Release 

1:50 P.M. EDT 

PRESS.BRIEFING 
BY MIKE. MC~Y 

The Briefing Room ·. 

, May' -24, 1 

. .MR. MCCURRY: All rfght, ladies and gentlemen, it's 
Friday. Happy Memorial Day Weekend •. I cando whatever you· would 
like to do. I __ can kind _of. run thJ:'.OU.qh· anything, take qliestions. ·I 
can do questions on the President's .. exam or run through some, notes, 
tell. you about the President's reaction to the tests -- whatever . 
you'd pr"ef er. Wh~tever you all pref e·r, · · · 

.·1 

, The President was.more enthusiast.to than.he needed to b 
about his ~xam',because h~ was surprised, as I think' some of :us were, 
that overal~ some of his test results improved somewhat from· last 
year, because based . on his gastronomic· performance o-f yesterday and 
other days we th,ought. the results ·might have been somewhat. different 
But his general -- the Presi?ent 1 s.general reaction.to his physical. 
exam today, he felt that he was in a l~ttle bett~r shape than last . 
year. He was disappointed that ne·had· not had q\liteas much weight 
loss. as. ·he had hoped for, · · 

. . 
He pointed out that had.it.not been .for yesterday, he 

might very well h·ave been: weighe~ i:p at·· somewhat les.s. than· last 
·year's figure. 

. . 

Q Like 15 pounds? 

MR. MCCURRY: And he vows to be .lighter· at this time 
next. year ·when he takes his tests', 

. Q . Ilil that a campaign p.romise? · . I -
. MR. MCCURRY: Let me run . through a couple qf. other 

thing's about his tests that the statemen~ doesn't . cover in detail. 
He .. was examined by some ·sports medicine specialists. They looked. at · 

·two things in particular. He's'had.a l~ttle bit of.stiffness in his 
left hand,. so tbey examined that·and x-rayed it tC! make sure ,there 
hadn't been . any damage to any of _the bone structure: there. · . They . 
concluded, but after looking at it carefully, ·.it wa~. probably a 
muscle pull and probably a·ssocia.ted with his gol.f. -- not an uncommon 
golf i:njury.· B~tt~ere was no indication of any type of str!ass 
f rac::ture •. · ·' 

He also -- the President from time to time complains 
· about iower back pain, and he h

1

as· some back · stiffn~ss. So· they· , 
looked at that, determined that the joints were fine., ,that p·robably' 

.that-was the wear 'and tear of his jogging, which h~ does on a·regular 
. . • l . . . . 

basis·. 

Q · Has he been encouraged 1 . as so many other· joggers 
who have experienced that have,'.. to use some other form of aerobic . 
•xercise?, · ' · · · 

. MR~ MCCURRY: . I don' t know the answer to that, Brit. . I 
know Dr. Mariano said that he.will ~hat one ,of the specialists 
that examined him to.day .will 'probably ·come- o:ut and. job witl:l ·him at 

MORE #226-05/24 
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sorn'e point ju~t to look' at his technique as he· runs, and to· see. if . 
ther~ is·anyth'ing about his runnirig that he might do differently 
given some.of the 'lower·back pain that·he·experienced. They ·also 
recommended some better stretching for him. So he is· going to do a 
different kind of·warmupahd do ~ome stretc~exe~cises· before ·he goes 
out~ ·· · 

\ 

Q But~ he has not been discouraged from.running a~d to· 
change to a loweZ. impact·:;..-~. 

' ' 
, MR. MCCURRY: No, 'I think overall, the doctors; as you 

see from~ the statement, recommend 'that he continue his exercise , 
regimen because it has had sc:)nie positive effect on his cholesterol 
and his overa11· cardiovascular health. · 

Q Mike, does the President take any medications 
regula:i:-ly, and if so.what are they? 

MR~ MCCURRY: .He does. The President has·for' some time 
suffered from what's known as reflux ·disease. The· exact name'is 
gastroesophagaf. reflux disease, which· is essentially· s'tomach acid 
that can ·conte .up· and irritate the vocal. cho.rds and the upper chest 
area·. That can be ·aggravated by .allergies, which the President 
suffers• from. It alE&~ can be aggravated by e.xtensive use of the 
vocal chords.· For that they.have prescribed.the prescription drug 
Prilosec,· ~hich.is basically a strong'anti-acid, k-irid·of·an acid· 
blocke~. · · · 

.. 
·. Q .. ~ow .long has he had that, Mike? 

.. .. .~~ MCCURRY: ;He has been on· that -- I don't know· when 
he began it ·~~·probably about a year. 

Q Previous,toth8:t,·what's it known as? 

.• ~ .. ~ MCCURRY:. I don't know the trade name .of it~ I'm 
not going to use --

Q ·• It's called Big Mac Couiiterattack .. (Laughter.) 

. . MR~ MCCURRY: In describing .. -- it· is probably safe to 
·say .it is a strong form of Xantac. ·would be one way of describing it, 
·.extra strong form of Maalox •. · . 

' . . . .· ., . 

' . . 
· ·. . Q When.·was the onset of this reflux,· does he kpow? I 

dori•t.reme:mber this.being. --

MR.· MCCURRY: He's had that for some time and ha·s been 
treated with ~~ for a year. , That is --· as we,'·ve indic.ated. in. the 

,past, likely source of the irrit~tion that he suffered for ~is.vocal 
ch_ol;'ds. ~ow, thEaY did .examine his vocal chords and given that they 
will . get·. an . extensive. workout this. year., they are des.cribed as being 

·in.good shape. · · 

Rita, back to your question on drugs, medic·atipns.· In 
addition to Prilosec, which he·takes for reflux, the President.also 
is treated for allergies. He's been diagnosed as having some common 
allergies.to things that are in the .local environment here iri 
Washington.. (Laughter.·) Air pollution -- airwaves pollution. -- no, 
principal~yweed and grass pollen, ·and things· like that, that he 
suffers from. He gets an allergy shot once every seven .to ten days, . 
a specially·. des.ignEld s~ru~. similar· to 'the way .·most allergy, pati~t:its · 
are treated~. · · · 

Q Broadly speaking, is this hay fever? 
- . . 

MR.·. MCCURRY: ·.No, it wouldn't be ·accurate to say that; 
He.' s just got· a combination· of .. allergies from everything· from 

I 
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hous.ehold ·dust to weed ~nd grass pollen. They are ·aggravated, th 
President says; in the fall and. s.ometimes around the ~oliday seas 

.. when there are a .lot of evergreerf .cuttings in the White House. . T 
te??-d to be worse in.the fall.than they are in· the summer, which i 
not dissimilar from some of .. the peep.le who su~f.er.· from allergies. 

. . But ·for allergies he takes. ·a prescription ant1histam: 
called Claritin D, which is a-prescription antihistamine, but not 
sedative. . . . 

Q· 
has an ·attack?-

Does he take it regularly, .Mike,: or just. when he 

MR. MCCURRi: . He takes that, I. think, regularly I in 
addition to his shots. And then he also takes 1:1ome regular.OTC . 
multivitamins. That's it as far as drugs. Nothing.about ·the test 
indic;::ated .. any ad~itional preseriptio'ns or any add~tional. teste1 .. 

Q ·.He doesn't take a :routine aspij;'in? 

,Q What about the keratosis? 

MR. MCCURRY: He had an actinic keratosis on the tip o 
· his nose, which is· basically a pre•cancerq~s skin lesion.· Many . 

people who have been out in the sun for a long time are familiar wi 
·that. · They. are treated by touching them with liquid. rlitrogen ·and 
freezing. them. So you'll ·likely see kind of a -~ some type of scab 
area develop on the President's nose in the next couple of.days. 

He also,·in his dermatological exam,'they found on.his. 
neck ar.ea -- you 1 re going to· get more than you wanted to know. · ·I' :rti. 
sorry.· They found an inclusion cyst~ 

. ' . ..... 

Q A.what? 

MR. MCCURRY:· An .inclusion cyst ~n his !.neck,' which he.11 
probably elect to have .exc:;:ised at a future date• : SC?· you' 11 notice· 
tl;lat sometime.in.the future that he will have. a.·~ittle cyst cut.out. 

Q : Mike, is the keratosis the· same- as· last year? . 
. . . 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, no·, it's not 
1

Q Ex~ctly the same? 

MR. MCCURRY: Not the same .one. In fact, ·the 
\ . 

dermato1ogist·checked the ~reas that he had.spotted .and treated last 
•year, and '.there hadn 1 .t . been ·a recurrence in those areas. This one 
was more on the tip of his nose. 

Q . But it was precisely the pre-·cancerous lesion .as 
the one from last· year?. . 

MR. MCCURRY:. · same kind of thing. Suri ciamage that 
accumulates over' years. They ar~ pre-cancerous .•.. Th~re is no 
indication "Of melanoma or· bas~~ cel.l carcinoma. in any Of· the ·. 
indications. 

Q . was he encouraged to wear hats or sun block? 
. . . .. 

MR. MCCURRY: .He .takes.""'.-. uses SPF•36 sun .block,. Brit1 
·when he is out there swinging at: the go~f ·ball. · · 

. ' 

Q 'Mike the Presldentis skin.is occasionally uneven 
· in its color.· .. He 'is r.~dder in ·one ·area .. Is· that diagnosed as any 

kind· of· a condition, or is t.hat a result. of allergl.es, . or what's the 
deal the~e? · · ' 
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:i-ra. MCCURRY: He has ·sensitive skin. ±t can be ·the 
resuft ~t. many things ... For examp,le, the. ~xam roday by the ... · 
dermatologist looked at him·and said, have you been.out in the wind 
. recently. And. the .. President said,. yes,· I. was jogging on Lake . 
Michigan yester.day when ·I· was in Milwauke.e. '.He .said·, well, you're 
wind-burned.· ·so· he'.11 sometimes get blotchiness related to windburn. 
He sometimes·--·! think, if I'm not mistaken, it could also be. 

·associated with •llergies so~etimes,. too. · 

Q Is the· reflu~ a result of stress, ·and.does he tak~ 
that Prilo~ec. eveey day or is it s.omething tha.t comes and goe~? 

. . MR~ MCCURRY: I don't know, I didn.' t ask ·about dosage. 
But that i_s -- it essentially can be aggravated by allergies, I'm 
told.. It can be a~fected by stress. It can also be affected· by· 

. other things·that are not indicated in the President's.own -- some 
people suffe~ from this as a result of alcohol use~ That's not 
indicated, .obviously, in the President's lifestyle -- or sometimes 
tobacco use.:· So there are a number of things that can ca~se that. 
But it' can. be' associatea with stress or with diet or with eating lots 
9f1Miss katie's chicke~ wings~ 

. , 
Q . Mike,· is ·this keratosis something that would be 

biops'ied ·o.r is it. something the. dermatologists can just look at ·and 
. say ~ t 's pre-canbero':ls?. · · · · .· 

, plmpl°e ~ 
MR. MCCURRY: No, n(), it's more commonly known as a 

How much more excruciating -detail would you_like? 

Q Is it_pre-cancerous? 
. I ' 

. .. 

·MR. MCCURRY: Oh, ± 'm s.orry, I t~ought you me~nt t:he 
cyst on the neck. ·No,·. no, it's. a skin lesion and it's not -- if you 
want .to· see wha~ happens when it really g~ts bad~ look right

1
here 

un~er this eye and you'll see what happens when you have to have one 
carved out. But it's a very common f.orrn, of skin abrasion that comes 
from over-exposure t9 the sun over a long period of _time. 

Q on the back problem, does he wear any kind of a 
brace? Some of ·us have noticed that in the back of the limousin·e 
there's a -- he's-taken to using some sort of a cushion or a metal-
type. back brace. · 

MR. MCCURRY: Because he has some discomfort there f:i:om 
time to time, I think he props himself up with a pillow sometimes in 
the limo, Not the most comfortable car in .the world to ride in, I 

. might say. · · 

Q Trade. Wire .2 for it. (Laughter. ) 

Q New subject? 

MR. MCCURRY:- Let: me see if there's any I mean·, in 
genera:,l, nothing _..;, as 'you ·can tell ~rom the readout I'm giving you,­
nothing · that is surprising. There .were not any . special conce;rns ,they 
had about .a.ny of t~e .test res'l.ll ts. There are some tests that, for 
time, ·they didn't do today. They might· do a hearing test in tl'le 
future. He didn't do any extensive tests on allergies because he. 
sees .an allergist on a regular basis. They .did not do a I dental· exam 
today. They do.that from time to time here _at tlle White Hous.e. ·The 
President had his teet~ cleaned ind, examined several moriths ago~ so 
that's. why the~e's no indication 9f a dental exam.here. 

· The Wbi te ·House considers, obviously, the treadmill test 
to be "the ·most significant.· because that i,s an indicator of overall 
cardiovascular.health.· And'.tbe doctors were very well satisfied with 
~he test and the results ·ve.ry clo~ely matched last year .• · One of the· 

·reasons· why. D~. ~arie!:no recommends this ·test is because you can· look 
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·for, any subtle differences year to year in the perfonna~ce .on the 
treadmill test, _and· then· that ·can indicate if there's any furthel'. 
areas that need to be examined. They .didn't -notice anything:of t 
note .. ~- ·1 ' • • • 

.. 
Obviously, the pulse rate is low. ··The over.all total 

cholesterol is.down and the good.cholesterol was·up'and the. bad 
cholesterol was down and the total cholesterol was down~· ,so that 
good news I'm told. · · 

Q New subject? The ,RNC has g_ot .an ad coming out .t 
be aired over the. weekend or Memor.ial Day attacking this soldier~ 
airman i~sue rai'sed by th_e President's· lawyers. in ··the Jones 1 case. 
can· you respond to the ad .and explain. the· President·1,s position on 
that? · · 

. . MR. MCCURRY: . Well, I'll just repeat what, Mr. ·Benn~t1 
the Pr~sident' s attorney, has said.· This ad disto·rts the truth a:nc 
is an attempt to politically embarrass the President. It·· is 
consistent with repeated efforts by .the Republican Party to attack 
the President in a very personal and very negative way. They- know, 

· and Mr .. Bennett has made clear for. s·everal days· now, tl:le President 
does not rely on the 19.40 act as a basis·· for rec;rU.e~ting relief. Th 
same' provision has been in briefs filed in the lower. court prior to 
the filing in the Supreme .court, .. and the appearance of this ad on 
Memorial Day weekend ."serves the obvious politi.cal purposes the 
Republicans have in mind. In short, it's a cheap shot. · 

Q Nevertheless·, Bennett's filing says that· the. 
President would be entitled to .that protection~ He may not be 
claiming it in that brie,f, but his brief says 'that the President is 
entitled as commander-in-chief to this protection •. 

. . , I . . 

MR. MCCURRY.: As Mr. ·a~nnett says,· and you can re.ad :it 
for yourself, he cites it as one.of five illustrativ:e examples of .th 
types of stays that can ~emporari~y defer .lawsuits.in occasions/ and 
the President does· not rely on· the act as a basis f()r he request f.or 
r•li~t. · · 

Q Why cite it then, .Michael 

Q But he goes .on to say --

MR. MCC:URRY:· I'm not a lawyer, Ann, so I can't tellyo'l 
why Mr. Bennett cited i.t, but he is more than wil.ling to answer that 
and has been answering it for several days. 

Q aut doesn't it seem somewhat disingenuous to say 
it's there, but we don't mean it? 

·MR. MCCURRYi You can ask Mr. Bennett why, legally, his 
expert.judgment was that it should be cited in t}le brief. 

. . . . . 

Q What has-the President said to you about this?· He 
knows this has been kicking around .fo~ a couple of· days. He must· 
have noticed,. he must have said something. 

MR. MCCURRY: I mean, just pretty much what I· have told · 
you .. I mean, it's ciear that this is .a political attack by the 
Republicans th.at coordinates with a very aggressive strategy they · 
have developed from the Speakel;' . to Senator Dole. _to governors around 
the country to the RNC and Mr. Barbour to personally attack the·, 

. President and to question his c;::haracter. · . · · · · 

Q well~ :i; ~nderstand that·, Mi}{~· •. ! • ~ut still·, it _ 
\wouldn't be -- obviously they wouldri''t ~e -- you .would be. saying . 

something different about it if he had.not made this repre~entation 
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to the court. So what you.•re saying is.it's an attack. I think it's 
'clear the it's an attack .. :But what's the answ~r to the attack?. 

MR. MCCURRY:' The answer to- the attack is that they -are 
_deliberately d;storti'ng the truth of what's in the brief. 

·Q How so? 

MR~ MCCURRY:· .By :inischaracterizing What.Mr •. Bennett has 
stated in. the ~rief. and misstating the case upon--· or the basis.upon 
which the President !;leeks relief. · · ' 

. . Q · · . Mike, th~ memb.~rs who wrote. the letter asked that 
the-President withdr~w any use_o_f this act even.as it is used in the 
briefing. I think you can have very different interpretations of 
that. Does the President .feel comfortable. wi~h how Mr ... Bennett .used 
this law in his· brief, .·and does he ·have any intention of withdrawing 
·the use of this act in hi-s legal brief· to. the Supreme Court? 

· . MR. MCCURRY:' The. President l.s comfortable with the 
·legal 'representation he ·-is getting from M:z;- .. Bennett ·and the· arguments 
made. by Mr .. Bennett,· he is very well qualified and· willing to a_n$Wet"· ' 
to. 

. .. 

Q And does he have any intention o.f doing what the 
'members who are· signing this letter have'asked him to do,·and that 
is, withdraw this portion of his· argument?· 

·MR. MCCURRY: I don't believe that Mr. -- I don't 
believe the President has paid ~ great deal of attention to things 
that .Mr. Dornan say_s. 

' 
· Q . " There ar~ 2·20· people who signed this~ · It's . not· 

just Mr.· Dornan. · · 

. Q . How· does he feel --. even if :L.t' s not the basis for 
his claim, does he feel comfortable with saying· that he is. entitled 
to this kind of relief? · 

MR. MCCURRY:. He does not make a claim that he is 
entitled to th-is relief. 

Q . He ·says th.at he· is --
.. . 

· Q. That 1 s simply ·~ot so . 
. MR.. :~ccµRRY: · Mr.· ·Bennett says 

Q He.flat states that this is a 

MR ... MCCURRY: Mr. Bennett says that the President has 
not intention of· relying upon ·this 'act as. a basis for .. requesting 
,relief in th~~ case, as you ·kn.ow fro~ his statement yesterday_. 

·Q ... Mike, h~ says he•s entitled to that .. 

Q : :Sut the brief says that it) s ·relief to ·which he 
.would be entitled .as comn\ander!"'ln-c!'lief·. 

MR.· MCCURRY: It says that -- it. is cited as ·.an· example. 
of the types· of stays that. can temporarily defer lawsuits. That's 
correct. 

.. Q Would you at least acknowiedge that while this may . 
have been. an: effective legal argument,·. that when argument·s· that are. 
made on L?ehal.f ot. the President of the United· States, they occur in a 
leg~l context,. but also in a.political and ·policy context; and that 
while thi~ may have been an effective an appropriate argument, in a 
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·., ... 
legal context·, in a policy and political context it may not have 
the greatest thing that ever happened?.· 

MR. MCCURRY:· Yo~'re exactly ·riqht·that this brief c 
be misused by the President's politi_cal opponents.· 

Q. Is that what I said? (Laughter.). 

brief? 
Q -~ major veteran~ groups aie now also misusin~ · 

It says three of the largest have · 

MR. MCCURRY: I believe they -- the VFW,.the Americar 
Legion and others have put _out. stat~ments that set forththelr vie 

. i 

'Q Do you think 

MR. MCCURRY: You.•re correct,·· they put out stat·ementa 
that set forth their· views. You can .int_erpret .. __ . . : -

· Q Are they misusing this?· 

MR.· MCCURRY: No, you can interpret it for yourself. 
What they. say is considerably different from. what some·• of these 

1 
Repubiican opponents of the President have said', if you· read their 
statements carefully.· . . · · · · · . ··. . · · · .· · ·. . 

. '. 

Q But does the.President think he is or is not 
entitled to this relief, regardless.of whether he's claiming.it for 
tpe purposes of -- · · · · 

· · · MR. MCCURRY:_. The President believes that this· case, o 
this . a·ct was cited . properly as an . example in the· ·brief. · The· · 
;Presid'ent, frankly, did . not pay .. a lo-t;· of attention· to· this ·particul• 
citation and a fa'irly long brief cited along with other examples. · . - . . . 

. Q. He .df~n't read ·-it-before"it w~~-filed? 
.·.· ·. 

. . 

.MR. MCCURRY: . No; 'he- did. not. 

Q How will. he cou'nter this ad, then? ·· Because they 
are going to play it all· over the place. over the weekend .. · 

. . ·' . . 

.MR. MCCURRY: Look, we•1i: see whether they do or not. 
They have a tendency of :sa:yinq that they're. qoinq.to run a l'otof 
ads, and .then . they mostly put the:m. around pla·ces. to get ·yo~ 
interest~d and then they qo on. · 

Q Are you li~ely to get the CNO nomination today? 

MR. MCCURRY: Not ··that I've. :Peard. Have we ·heard 
anything?· Not as near·as I can tell. 

. . . 
. Q Talking about things that~re being put out to-get 

your attention, the DNC has also put out.some·stuff that's-~ 
·complaining about a Republican --· · ·. 

MR• MCCURRY: . That's on welfare reform, in which-the 
:Republicans have just lied about th~ PresidEmt·• s. positi,on. ~he ·, 

. 'Republicans, ,the 'RNC has got ·another ad _·that says ·Clinton _still , . 
· supports giving welfare. benefits to ·illegal immigrants •. He .doesn t. 

He never has. . And 'it's already against th~ law.· 

· · Q · :· Weli, that letter . froin the general couns~i · . . . 
partlcularly. cites ~- quotes references to the Federal,,. .communications 
commission and licenses and that· sort of .. thinq. . I.$ ·this --: in ~sking 

·. station~ not ·to air this ad. Is this some sort of subtle warning?_ 
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MR. MCCURRY: You'll have to.ask the DNC that. I'm not 
familiar with 'the letter 'that. they.•ve sent. . ' 

Q Where ·does minim.um wage· stand now? 

. . MR·. ·MCCURRY: Minimum wage is .. clos~r to being· a reality 
for the American.people. And the President.will continue to.fight 

. ·for it and we ·hope that, as the President said yesterday, that 
senator .Dole will bring ~t up for a vote· and do it quickly in th~ 
Senate. · · 

·o- .. Well, what ·.is ·your feel 'on it? 

MR. MCCURRY: · .. The· Pre.sident believes there's very strong 
bipartisan support in both' the Senate -- or· in the senate, clearly· in 

·the House, as reflected in th.e vote in 'the House,. to raise the· 
~inimum wage •.. And .he believes it can be done quickly. · And he. 
believ_es it should be done free of other amendments that might make 
the measure controversial. We hope that they will take a clean up. or· 
dqwn. vote for an increase and do it.soon ·after the Memorial Day· 
break. · · 

. '.-_Q .· Have you got a:ny kind of a promise on that? 
' ' 

. . MR. MCCURRY~ Well; sen.ator Dole has indicated .'today he· 
wants to bring it up rathe.r quickly and he has indicated to the· 
Presid~.nt on PI'ior. occasions that he would like to do·· that prior to 
his retirement.. · · 

\ 

. Q . Se~ator D~le was on the floor just. a minute ago . 
trying to. bring ·up his welfare· reform bill. If· the Senator '.s bill 
and the House "Republican,plan comes to· the President without the . 
Medicaid provision will· he sign it; or does he haye other problems? 

MR. MCCURRY: The President wants them to have a 'good 
. debate .in the Senate on welfare r$form. The President, as he said 
yesterday, likes· $ome of t~e approaches taken in. the Breaux-chafee 
measure, but if -t:hey pass.a welfare reform bill.that matches what 
Senator Dole· talked. abe>ut on .Tuesday -- now, this is opposed :to·' what 
the House Republicans have been. doing -- but lf they br~ng up a bill 
that does those· things that the President described for you 
yesterday, the President, as he indicated yesterday, would sign it. 

. . . ' . . 

It's not. clear at all we're going to get that kind of 
111easure. It lo,oks like we I re going to get. (:me that might b~ . ' 

.lncuinbered with·poison pills such as the guarantee of health· care 
under Medicaid. The way to ·avoid' that ,is to just·· go back to· where 

. the consensus is now on welfare reform,. and that lies ih the· · 
President's view in. the proposal that has developed in th~ Senate by 
senators Breaux and. Chafee. And we hope t~at Democrats and moderate 
Republicans in.the Se~ate will be successful bringing that. measure· up 
for discussion when thf:!Y get -into the welfare reform debate.· 

Q. Y~sterday he said senator Dole'~ plan and the .. new 
House Republican plan a~e ~ lot closer to Breaux'and Chafee, and if· 
t:hat 's the new plan, send it to me without a poison pill 'and I'll 
sign it.· What :i.•m asking is, if he· get:s this bill and it doesn't 
have Medicaid. on it, will he sign it,· or are there other poison pills 
that he hasn't ~laborated on? · · 

MR.~ MCCURRY.: If· he gets it -- the principal poison pill 
is Medicaid. our other concerns are about food stamps and some other· 
things. But ·if he gets that' bill that matches that formula he_ 
described yesterday,,. the President is. inclined _t'o do it. And we 
think ~e're c~ose. -w~ b~lieve it can get done. 

Q. Does that bill contain the child care and. health 
car.e ·provisions .that the ·Presic;lent. wants in welfare .reform? 
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. . MR.• MCCURRY·: It does not -- . it doesnit match precist 
what we find encouraging about the Wisconsin plan, which is· the . 
commitment by the· state .to increase funding. for child care and hec 
care. But it does have some commitments on maintenance of effort 
things that would. guarantee that the safety net fo~ kids won't- be 
·taken out from .underneath kids. as you move welfare depend.ents- fron 
welfare to work, through the work requirement. . · · · . : · · 

Q Is he going to Camp David? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don 1 t think so. . I think his plans ar. 
to enjoy a quiet weekend here and then he's .got public events .on 
Monday. 

Q How full a day does he.have on Monday? Does he 
have .the afternoon open for himself? · · ' · 

. . · · MR. MCCURRY: He's got-- let's see. He's got a _ 
breakfa~t here in the morning. He lays the wreath at the Tomb of t 
Unknown ·soldier at ll:OO.a.m., and then an address in the 
'am phi theater. I 'don It show anything on the public c~l endar ; in the . 
·afternoon, as far as I know. . . . 
'.. . . 

. . Q What does that mean·, that nodding? 

· MR. MCCURRY: Don't have .anything. I .think he's got tt 
rest of the day off, 

Q Is that yes, there is something, or no, there's 
nothing? 

'• 
Q What 1 s the radio addr.ess about? 

MR. MCCURRY: The radio address for the weekend will be. 
appropriate, ·given the Memorial ·Day Weekend. 

Q He's not going to do a CNO this weekend some. time~ 

.MR. MCCURRY: You keep asking me that. Why do you keep 
asking me this? 

• Q Wel+,, : I'm asking because my desk is on me. 
(L~ughter.) But it seems kind of a likely time, giv~n that you ~aid 
it would be.soon.. · · · · 

. MR. MCCU~Y: . David just said, well, riot sure if it's: 
1 ik~ly, wouldn't exclude it, which means we dc:>n' t know. · 

Q p.ress conference scheduled? 

~· MCCURRY: Nothing is sche<;iuled. 

Q ·rs it going to be.taped? 

. o· Mike, earlier. today you. made several references in 
the morning briefing session. to a vicious personal. a~tacks .on the 
President•. Why are. you cha.racteriz.ing. these things· this way. -and why 

·shouldn't they simply be regarded as the ·normal rou~h and tu'.!l\ble of 
·the political campaign? · 

. MR. MCCURRY: Because I .detect .in some." of th~ statements 
that have been mad.e by the Speaker, .Mr~. Gingrich,· un-fortunately,·. by 
Mr. Dole, ·by Jvrr.- .Barber, to be sure, c~rtainly b~ M:r~. Armey, · t.o be .. 
sure· a level 'of esca·lation ·in this type ·of attac:k that does go · ' .: 
beyofi~ what you. normally. ·see in May of ·~n election .yea·r. . :· . ' ' " '·' . _·: '/.:'~:i 

I ·., .. 
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' ' 
This would be bad en9ugh if it was in October. But it's 

May, and t,his is going to be a pr!!tty awful campaign if t.he rhetoric 
on the other side. goes' at this rate all the way through to November. 
You Jt;now, ·! suppose "'.'-· oh, I. don't know. I can't spe·ak to t~eir 
motive.· They are·lo'oking for some way,. absent any substantive ideas 
that are exciting to the American people, they're looking at some way 
of 'provc;>ki~c]' the American .-pe9p!e or dividing·. the American people·· and 
they' re· choosing this route. · . . · 

. ' 

Q . . But~ Mike-, if the President puts out an ad that IS· 

excuse me,. the Democrat's put out an ad that s.ays tpat _essentially. · 
Bob Dole is ·a quitter, that he ran away from the senate and .didri 't · 
try t~ get anythin9 through; 'isn't your_ side playing in this. equally? 

· MR. MCCURRY: Look, I think, in the face of the ·type of 
.personal attacks that the'President has .taken.on from a· variety of 
Republican sources and what seems a very coordinated attempt to. · 
disparage his characte'r, to. point out that. BOb Dole ·had a choice 

·between staying inthe Senate and working with the President and 
getting some of this work done, or leaving to· go to the campaign 
tiail so he cbuld continµe ~his pattern of negative pers6nal attacks · 
is a fair p_oint to make. ae· had a· choice. . . He could };lave stayed here 
in the Senate ... :He could have stayed her.e to work· with the President 
to pass some .of this legislation ~n a bipartisan fashion. ·The 
President re·pe.atedly sa~d to Mr. Dole, le't 's c.ome. down here, let 1 s . 
get. the work of balancing the budg~t done. · Let! s expand heal th care. 
Let's raise the minimum wage •. ·· Let's reform welfar·e~ Let's ge't some 
things done before. this campaign begins. And Bob Dole took a hike. 

Q So it's okay then? ... 
MR. MCCURRY:· .·so pointinq that out to me is fair,· 

particularly if you consider.the type of vicious p~rsonal assault 
that has come from the other side. · 

, Q So when you cr~iticize them it's a fair point, bu,t 
when they criti.cize you it's vicious? 

MR~ MCCURRY: I'm ,sorr.y, I'll come back to you. 

Q Can you give us an example of ·a couple of the 
specific attacks that you're talking about? 

MR. MCCURRY: · w·ell, the Speaker of the House has all but 
called the.President 'of the United States a liar, for, one. 

Q : Wait a 'minute. Aren't you all saying _that·the 
Republicans are· lying ·about the President's position on welfare? 

' • ' ' I 

., 

MR. MCCURRY: ·Yes. And I just substantiated it. 

Q Then you're calling'him.a.-liar. 
, 
'. 

MR •. MCCURRY: ·No, I said that they got a --. I just. cited 
to you· one line in'ari ad that they have on·the air that is a lie. 

- Okay? Now that's factual. (Laughter~·) 

',·, 

. . . Q The China· mu.nitions* thing. Is the administration 
attempting ·to see· ·how far up fn the Chin~se. government .goes this with 
two officials arrested being .;,-two people arrested being officials 
of a state run munitions concern and the evidence indicat.ing that 
they .knew -t;:he guns were allegedly destined fol;' .. street gangs? . ' . . . 

. / 

MR: •. MCCURRY: My understanding is, the State Department 
indicated yesterday that we"have ·initiated discussions in Beijing 
with appropriate. rep·resentatives of the .People's Republic on those . 

. t¥pes of is.sues". . As to. what t_he e_vidence indi'cates, I· will re~rain , 

MORE ; #226..;,0?/24. 
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from any comment on that, because ·I don't want· to j eopardi.z e any 
. investigation or a possible prosecution. 

'Q · ·Those types of issues involved, meaning:. this' ca. 
·as well as others? · 

MR. 'MCCURRY:. Well, the nature of the PRC's knowledgE 
this type of activity. 

. Q Can-you comment on recent developments regarding 
lawsuits· filed against big tobac.co, what some pe9ple might ·· 
characterize as setbacks for the plaintiffs· in these·· case-s? . 

MR. MCCURRY: . I don't know that we have ·1ooked at tha 
I haven't looked at that· issue· myself.. You miqht want to' try the l 
or the Justice Department, see if either one, have lpoked at those 
cases "in particular .. To my knowledg.e,,. just based on what we've· see 
so far, they don't have a direct effect on ·the .President• s ini tiati 
related to tobacco use among minors; these are·separate.casesthat 
arise under liability claims. our interest is- in pursuing measures 
that would curb tobacco use among young people. . . · · . 

I.don't think.there•s·any direct effect on th.at very. 
important initiative that the President.has launched. 

Q Mike, as long as we're doing fact ch~cks, is. thel 
President going to· J?top saying that he 1 s put 43, ooo cops on the · · · 
.street 

. ' 

MR. MCCURRY: Yes. We're going to say that we have got 
17,000 trained people on the street and funding.for 43,000 positions 
in fulfilling the President·' s commitment of getting 100, 000 cop~ on· 
the street. · 

· Q so ·th.e answer is yes, no, what? Sort of? 

MR. MCCURRY: The. answer is I. we I re going to make ·sure 
. that 43,000 -- ·We've funded 43,0:00·positions. now.-- that we.want 
these· community cops to,qo through training and to be equipped to·qo 
out and help commurii ties protect themselves agains.t crime, to help · 
keep people· in neighborhoods safe. Arid one of the good things., 
encou_raging things. about community policing is, peop).e go through· 
some training ·so that .. they work with the community and they can· work 
with neighoo:hood groups and :do a goo~ job. . . . ·. . . 

This program, in the. 17 months or so that it has been up 
and running, a · 1ot of these slots· that we have now .funded are for . 
people who are g~tting th~ right kind of training so they ~an be" . 
effective in fighting crime in the neighborho.od• · .And there are 
17,,ooo out· on the street now. There will be 43,·ooo as-a result of 
the position we.•ve funded, and the President is determined to get to 
100,000 as part of the COPS program. 

Q · And just to be clear, you' re not suggesting that 
the issue of charac_ter is anything _that should not be raised? 

MR. MCCURRY: Character is something the American peopl_e 
judge for themselves_. YoU: know, .what I'm talking about it spitball 
politics and tpe kind of smudge that they· put o~ the air. That's a 
different thing. 

can't? 

' 
.Stop it; Brit. 

J·: 

Q Mike, how.can I keep a straight face when you· 

MR. MCC:ORRY: ;what ·else do you want fox; the· weekend? 

Q Golf. Lid? can we put on a lid now? 
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MS. GLYNN: There's.a piece of pape; coming out~ 

MR. MCCURRY: Do we have one piece of .paper, and can 
·.someone go tell me we wo·n' t appoint a ciio, and so we can put a l.id. 

oh? .. , 
MR. JOHNSON: Don't think we ' re. going to do ~hat today. 

; ·~ . MR; MCCURRY: Don't th'ink we're going to do that _t1oday. 

Q. Is he goinC]golfing? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don't think so. 

Q · Are. you going. 'to free up f cod reserves to replenish 
the loss W~soonsin suffered yesterday? (La\lgh:ter.) 

. ' ' . . . 
~. · MCCURRY: . ··I think Governor. Thompson pronounced 

himself. ~ell s.atisfied to the gain that the state. had received as a 
part of that 'impressive sumI_ttit meeting yesterday. 'The economy was. 
helped. 

·Tuesday. 

·, 
' ' 

'1' 
' ' ' 

' .. 

• I 

Thank ~ou and have a· good Memorial Day Weekend.- See you 

END· 

.I 

2 : 2 3 P ~ ~ ~ . EDT 

#226-05/24 •' 

·:· 



To: EOP PUB. fAX LINE CALLER.- ·· · ' .: rroio: EOP PUB. fAlrtIHE: ~-- .-, · ·· :-··-· u--81-!ID 11l:"31r am_ '._'.-Pagi~ Eof0 f_ -

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release May 24, 1996 

Statement by the Press Secretary 

President Clinton underwent his third annual physical 
cxominotion todoy nt Bcthcsdn Nnvnl Hospitnl. His routine 
evaluation was conducted by a team of military and civilian 
physicians, headed by his physician, Dr. E. Connie Mariano, a 
Navy internist. 

"We are very satisfied with the results of this year's 
physical examination. The President is in excellent overall 
health. We recommend he continue to watch his diet and follow 
t1l::; exercl::;e re<;i.i.111e11," ::ial.d Dr. Ma1.i.C1110. 

The President was evaluated by a team of specialists which 
included sports medicine, podiatry, ear, nose and throat, and 
dermatology. He received a liquid nitrogen treatment to an 
actinic keratoGiG found on the tip of hiG noGe. In addition, he 
underwent an eye examination, a urology check-up, and an exercise 
treadmill test. On his annual treadmill test, the President 
PX~PPrlPrl his pprform~n~P from l~st YP~r ~omplPting morP th~n 15 
minutes on the treadmill and reaching a speed of 5.5 m.p.h. at a 
20% grade (Bruce Protocol). 

The President, who will turn 50 in August, weighed in at 
the same weiqht of 216 lbs. on his 6'.2" frame. His total 
cholesterol dropped from 203 last year to 191 this year. His 
pulse was recorded at 55 with a blood pressure of 126/70. 

-:10-.10-.10-
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8:03 P.M. EDT 
I .. 

·. 
· MR. MCCUAAY: . Good . evening~ I think you have all had· a · 

·chance to. look at the, material that .or •. Mari~no has prepared for my 
·. l:lse. Let me do a couple -- just one or ":w6 addendums. to this '-because 
there is some: other information thatshe'eiected not· to put .into J:ier 
··own. report of. the President Is physical exam and . some of the reports 
on. p.~s medic~l ~lst;ory. ·: .. · , · : ·. ,·. · · ·. ·. ·. . ·· .. ·. ·. -..•. 

\ . . .. . . . .: . . 

. . . Remember~· back ·on Aug\ist 21st I was asked by the Dole.:..··.·.·. 
Kemp campai,gn•. a·. couple Of· .. questiohs 'about the President Is blood count. :: 
result~. If you l:ook on page 3 of the document that Dr. Mariano . · · 
prepared, she says that the complete blood. count, normal -- and some ._;:.: 

··:of the o.ther.i-'.things. But she indicates.··that. 

. . But let me give som«a specific test results on that 
because the ·oole-Kemp campaign had raised that as an issue, .and at 
that time I provided some specific numbers. · I j·ust want to reiterate ' 
those for the record. They •asked, what is ·,the President's hemoglobin 
count? . The answer is 16. 1, ·which was in the parameter of normal, . 

. which is a range pf 14 to 18. ·what is t~e President's white blood 
cell count? The answer· was s.; a, which i;; within the realm of .. no·rmal .· 
Four to 11 is.the normal range .... What.isthe President's piatelef·. 
count? The ans'wer is 250, 000 I· which is iri the. rangia 'of normal --
l.50, 000 to :450;000 is'.the ,normal· range for a patient in the . . . ·,,·; 

. ~m~d!~t ~s 11~:/~~~~~i;,n • ~~dr~;\1~h;11~n:;:~1e::t ~~. AG.T i:-eading '. ·+~i 
Q. Was tha ~ . AGT? ·. - i ·~ /'?:·~:. 

' I ~-

.. · MR.~ MGCURRY: . A~T ( SGOT) • r have ; no idea what that . . ':; 
sta.~ds for. The answer; was~ 4 2, which was in the normal range of 17 . : : :·\ 
to 4 9 • . Those are. additional test ·result a that we had made public ih , . 
'the past'' t~at'. are . not . reflected 'here. . It Is reflected in Dr. . . . . 
Marian·o' s s,tatenient that he had a normal blood workup when he did,, his,-:· '> 

· ex~~. . · '. ..i . . . . 

Any other questions about some of this· material? 

. Q ·What ab.out .. this material was .. embarrassing -- you . 
· t~lke~ about OembarrassingJI the Other day --. that YOU didn It Want to 
. release b~fore. · · .<:': 

.. . .. . . MR •• MCCURRY: ·Well, I'll just cite one example of the :;! 
kind of ·thing.that i was talk~ng. about. ·:tf you ~ook .on her summary :::>; 
of ·medical history, item numbe;- t~ree, ~;nich is· recur::r:ent episod.es -.~~ .• ·: .. /\~ 

. V'oi¢e hoars~ness (iue . to ·a: col!lbination. of the.· re flu~. :~yndrom~ the · ·: .: .. : .• yZJ~~;t~J;~ 
... :··· .. 

. . . ... · 

:''. 
. i" 

.i·: ~f ,f ~'.i.<.B> ..•...• •· · · .. 
: 'I' 

'··· 
··,·. ·.: ·' 
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President has,: which I reported on May24t~, his allergies, and· 
oy:e:ruse of his voice, they·. have actually ·got pictures of the 
President's inflamed vocal chords, which· are part of }).is medical 
records_. I don't kriow what us~fu1 purpose it would serve to . make 
available a picture Of the Presid~nt Is inflamed vocal chords. we i ve' . 

. told .. you that front time to-tiine he has inflammation in his vocal, 
.chords and he i.s being treated for that as indicated in i tern number · · 
three. And that's the kind· of thing that I think, in preserving the 
dign.fty of the off~ce, we elect not .to.·~J.~ovide. · . . · ·._,. 

_ At ·the same time, we recognize 'the responsibility to 
. provide· th~ comprehensive type .of'' ·information he~e that allows you· to:· 
evaluate the President's overall health .condition: and confirm the .. ~ 
judgment Of .his d,octors ·that he is in overall exceilent health. . 

Q . . . On ·page 2 on the past . medical history, which says~ · 
no history of hypert;ension, diabetes,· tuberculosis, et cetera, et · 
ce~era, et· cetera :-- now, . is that based on Dr. c~:mnie 's .. examination .. 
of his past records' or is, that -- '' ' . ' . ' ' •:-

.. · .. MR._ MCCURRY:· It is based on .the examination -- h~r . . . 
examination Of)liS past· records' i the personal COnVersatiOnS She IS had .· . 

. with him that are . subject to the . normal doctor.-patient . · · 
. COnfiqentiality ·that. applies tO any human being I and' alSO. the ... · 
iJ1d~'c::·ators from·. the cl ini:cal · exams · thc;\t: .have ·been conducted du~ing · .. ,: 

-. ··the time. he has been President.. .··. · .. · · ·. . .. . . · · 

_· ·. ':.:. : 

_,._., 

:MR.MCCURRY: Any patient's records include those things 
that they have· doJ1e for diagnostic purj:Joses, including.in this case 
pictures of those ... inflam.ed vocal. ch~rds, .. and ·I don't see the useful . 

. purpose to r!i!lease. ~hose ·p_ictures, · because we~ ve rel.eased to . y~u her7 · · 
the information that describes the physician's evaluation of what 
th.at' s all about." · · · · · 

·· .. ·. 

Now·~ be car~ful on that.. .·· ·we have got one 
statement that is still outstanding,.whichis from Dr. 
·~down in Little Rock~ He.was .~n· sui"gery all day t:;oday·, 

d·octor' s · . . . . '.::!. ~·~ 
sen (phonetfc} · . .-::<_@ 

·,•. . ''··'· . ':• •'; . . •' ,. · . . ·.:.· 
",., , \ ;" .,', .... ,.I,, 

• :........ .:;,1 

. \'. 

·· .. 1:.::. 
·.:Q~T:. ·..:-: .· 

; ', . ·.·:. 
. . . : . . . . ,, 

'i . . ·· '.•' 
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racirig · around Little Rock, .Arkai:isas, rigi\t now .and putting together a 
_ statement similar to .the ones that we received from the· other s.even -
atten~ing · physic.ians 

.·oid he perform that surgery for sinusitis? ''-:···: . 
. , ··::· 

. . . . . . . MR.. MCCURRY: · I · don ,.t know· the answer to that. · That · · ''. ':. 
procedure was· covered. in the. rel.ease of, ·the materials that then . ::\/~ 

: Governor Clinto~ ,ni~de· in 1992. _:· · · · ··>% 

Q : Mike, _nobody a·sked for a picture of the Presid:~nti~/ 
vocal. chords 

MR. MCCURRY:. No, that's not was I 
.. · 

. . Q And there's nothing in here that~ is remotely 
.embarI'assing. Why wasn't th;s released earlier? 

'· 

: ' --~ 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, most of the information here in Dr . 
. Mariano's S\llllntary is information that was available to . me looking at . 
my .notes on Mary 24th when :r. briefed on .the President 1 s ·physical~ · _ · 
And. I was ·prepared to go at any great length into any· question that. · · 
anyone had at ;that time. But; I)1eld forth on those subjects and I 
would have· answered in th'is kind of detail ~ny of the.questions if 
they:.had been po~ed at ~hat point.:· · · · · · · · 

. · . ' (2' .. :was this Pre.siaent Clinton• s directive .pers<;mally · 
th~tyc:>u.release these?. How did he feel about yqu all giving out . 

. this informattori, considering some organizations a;-e sayinq that he•· 
is setting a dangerous ·precedent by 1 releasing a~l these records?.· 

. . . . . .. · .i-::'MR~ MCCURRY: . Well, the Presi~ent is ·'V~ry conscious of 
the· fact that many, in the health care profession are c_oncerned about 

· · preserving the fundamental importance ·of. the doctor-patient 

. •" 

· confidential relationship. At the ·sa~e t.ime, the President . 
understands· that in seeking the office of ·.President of ·the United 
states, ·he .has an obiigation to inforin the public about his health 
s'tatus that goes beyond that of an average Am~rican citizen. We 
would. hope that nothing about the release of these records and ·th.ese. · . 
test results and this medical'history wculd lead others to assume 
that this is a requirement_ that would apply to .. al:i Americans. We're · 
.aware .of the statements that have beeri made by various organizations 
that they were expi·essing. conc~rJ1 abo~t that .. But we jl.lst. think that 
i's. a· unique situation when' an .. Oindivldual American. citizen' seeks the. 

. Presidetjcy. The_l:'.e :;s an obligation. to ·the publi~ to provide the .kiJ:ld 
.of·:qet_a_il.ed. Informa~ion provj.ded here •. ·. . · ·. •·.· · · ,_ ·· . . : ·: 

. <:·./. :.,'.·;, .·.· . . . ·· .. · ;i, .·. · .... 

Q ·· But ·did the Pl:'.~sldent say, oh;· let's just release 
th:i.s 1:1tu:ff, let's get this ove·r-with? · · · · 

MR. ·MCCURRY: I think a'number of us who know that ·the 
President is in e~cel1e.nt overall health wanted to· put an end to .any: · 
q\if!stions 'th~t suggested ot-herwise ~. ·.. . ' 

,;: 
.. •· 

,·:"> · Q · :But did -- ·the question is, did. the President .;.·' :~''.. 

' MR·. MCCURRY: .Of course the President is fully 
supp·ortive of this-~ ·The. President •-·Dr. Mariano was. very· . , .:'.'.:; 
approipriiatelly . prudefnht abduttipr.tovidirig information .unless she had . the., ..... · .... ,' .. ··._:.;.:_ .. _,,·.~~!·;~; 
spec f, _c re ease o. . er pa en •. ·· • . · : ·.· · · . , · ... 

Q ; When ·aid the President sign ()ff on this? 

''' .. · 

·' .' 

61~ 
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.. · . . .. MR •. MCCURRY: . Th.e President has for :several days ·said, ::\ 
. just, tell them ~pat they need .to' know .about my health condition so. . ., 
that .we will not have ~ny further questions posed' -- · · -.~~ 

·_;':':_:; 

. . . Q Mike~. did I un.derstanci you to say that there. is 
really nothing in this four-page summary that was not p:rovi(ied to· yoµ :, 
at the. time you.· were. prepared to brief o!'i -this exam? . . . ·' -·~ 

. MR. MCCURRY:: That' s wei 1, let me amend that. There 
is :information·inthis report related to the President's medical 
history. ·r was prepared to brief on May 24th·about the results of 
his exam. The information here that relates to.the examination 

. performed on· May 24th.I had ample detail about and was prepared to 
brief on. ·But ·we provided additiopal information ·here so that you .... · :. 
can get· a complete record that includes his· medical history. , 

' ~ I ' . 

. · . . Q Do you consider this a closed· case· .now?· Do you 
think that you·have provided all of.the.relevant information'?· I 
mean, ·can you give some ass.urance that no relevant information is 
being withheld· and as 'far as you're: concerned this is· everything that' .. 
the public 'needs to know? · · ·· ' · · · ~ .. · .. · .• ·.;: 

. . 

MR. MCCU~Y: . Iperspnaily felt· we had already met that· 
test. · I think. we·•ve taken this additional step in light of the 
questions that some news organizations have· posed, base~, no ·doubt,. 
on some of the prompting that has .been raise.d by Senator Dole Is .. 
e,peratives· and.others who havebeen at~E-mpting to raise questions. 

. . . . . . . .. 

Q 'Mike,•· let me take another stab at this qilestion,.· 
maybe from the other· end. Forgetting· about the campaign arid senator .. 

. Dole for a .minute, given the history of Presidents and their .health,·. · ·. 
Presidents have covered up having :heart disease, Addison Is disease,· ... · 

·. cancer .. _These aJ:'e things that happened~ This. senten.ce here, no · ,:; 
. history of hypertension, diabetes, tuberculosis,· cancer -- these 

things -- don't you ·tl:link the public.has· aright.to know that?· 
. . ' ' . ...: . .. . .. '. . .. , · .. -·.:· 

. . 

. r.m,. MCCURRY: I acknowledge _the public has a right. to· 
know about the Presiqent' s heEtlth status, which is why when then . C:::, 

Governor Clinton shought .the office. in 199.2 he released detailed . . · .. ·.·.:.: .. :.:_.· .... : .. : .. :-,: .... ·.'·.·.'.:·,:.', .. ·, .. :::·:., 
information about: is· medical· history· and .why we.· have provided ~ 
·information at the tim~.··of his· annual physical exaTn that keeps that, .. ::· .. );U: 

·. in:fo.rmation ·current and updated for the. American .. Public ... · . ·: '. < · .'.,-,·~':k§fo 
. . ·. ·. :.~ ..... ~·· ... .', ;, ~-· .. ,· ··' . . .. ·. '\ ·; . . . '~ . • . . · .. ·. ' .. ·· . .· . - . '·'·<·. ";·." ~::<:.:.:\! 

. . ' At the same . t'ime -- iuf~ by; the' way I in. checking with : : _··.::.:; 
previous Presidents we· have gone much, :rrych farther in providing ._thj S· :'' 

type of medical ·inform~tion than have pr'9vious Presidents, including ·:·. 
· the•Pr$s ident' s two immediate predecessors.. But there · is a public . \ · ... 
right to· .know ... There are also important principl~s about. physiqian~ .' ~ .. · 
patient confidentiality. Tho.se1 a_re addr~ssed, by the way, ·-in a. · 

. variety ·of ways. 

···•·· . · .· · .. · Th~~e is an excellent article· in ·the New England Journal "' .·. 
' of. Medicine·;, ~October 5, 1995; edition, by Dr. George Annis ., . : ·~·\ 

. (phonet'ic)/.which is ·about the health.of .. thePre·sident _and·. ·< 
Presidential candidates and how you· balance .those nee.ds with the · .-:. 

· publ1c 1 s right to )mow·. .· Dr •. Mariano. drew that article to my , ' 
attentfon,., and it rs. well:· worth reading beca11se it r~ises the . . .. 
qciestion·,· how do you pr.eserve and protect the dignity Of t~e :Offic~, ·/:';':! 

.. the ~mportan.ce of'.'the conf~dential rel~tionship that m\,lst exist ·· .·, · .. ·.-·::< 
betweel'.l any doctor.· and the doctor's patient, and ha.lance that against ·>)}'. 
what is~ a legitimate public .interes:t il'). the .h~al,th ~tatus. of a . . :.:·:;.:' .. •,//B~ . 

. . ' 

· .. : : .. ._ -<· · .. , ·. Q : ,·: You were quoteci 'in a z'iiport this evening 
the·-President.· did u,n'dergo a: test· f.or HIV .. , Can yoU,.··confirin 

~ . . . ·:· ./'." ,' : . . - .·· ·. '· 
. · .. ··. "\ : 

. ' .. 
·. · .. · .. ·.· 
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. MR: MCCURRY: That's .'confirmed .in the material we 
,provided in 1990 in connection with·. an insura~ce -- reevaluation of 
insurance coverage. for the President. · He was ."tested, and tested 
rieg~ti~e ·tor-HIV ln 1990; · ·. 1 · ·· · 

Q It was a mandatory test? 

. MR. MCCURRY: I donit know the.te:i;ms of the insurance 
policy, but it was conducted in ~onnection wit~ the renewal .of an· 
insurance policy. 

·- ... · 

····.·;: 
: .. '.':'.; 

. ".; 

Q . You said that Dr. Mariano w'as appropriately prudent · ·-
in. cboosing what should or should not be released. Did she actually 
sit .down with -- how.did that work, Mike? Did she actuallysit'down 
with the President and go over .a 1 ist ~ and they say, here' s what I 'm · · · 
going to release~ and the President said, okay, okay,, okay, okay?· . , .. 
And did either one of them decide that something shouldn't have beefr \·. 
release~? · · · · t 

. ·,. l. ' . 

. .MR.· MCCURRY: She. is a very competent board-certified. 
physician who.attends to the President. And that's a distinction 
thatiri her profession carries agreat deal of weight. She prepared 
this material. looking at the· scope of·. things that are available . 
publicly abc:>ut the c.andidates for: President,· specifically Mr. Dole~ . 
in the desire to provide additional.information and more detailed · 
information thaiJ. .has been presented 'by everi Mr .. Dole himself, 
consistent with. her obligatio'n to protect the confidentiality of :her. 
own relationship ·~ith her patient. ' . . . .· .· . ·, ·. '. . . . '· .. 

' ' I . 

She prepared these materials,' sought the statements from ,. · 
the. attendinc;( physicians 'who supervised the. President's physical 

. exam, . and then reviewed that material with the President to· seek his· 
consent to release it. She wa·s vecy kefiin ori the· fact that -- as she 

.• says. right at .the .very top, with·. President Clinton Is consen~, I . ' 
rele·ase the following medica·1. i;nformatlon .. regarding his. he_al th. ·She 

.. would ·not have felt .it proper .. or, within the ·boundaries of her. own , 
professlon to have released this information unless she had the 

. President Is specifi,c consent. ' .. 

'Q:. 

the med'ica1·--· 
And .did either: ofre of them dele{te something from .. . , . . .. ' : :_: ~'. 

,:,; 

··'· 

f. ... · ...... 
. ·J .. ·:.·. •·.MR~· MCCURRY: ·· No. ., . ·:· )'~):?~ 

. .•:./rt~ Q 
r 

. Okay. 
. .. . . .. ! :r~~r 

. MR~: MCCURRY: The President·· reviewed the material. that - ~:,;;;: 
~~~t~ave beeri qiVen. and told her it was pe'rfectly fine to release , ,;j~~ 

_:~";" 

, _,: Q · Mike, it's a pretty sa:Ee bet tha't the Dole campaign·\ .. :;·: 
is .goinq to :say thi$ is ;not: a complete medical h~~tory· because· it.' s .. ·. :.;; 
sf.ill a. summarized record. It doe.sn 't i:1clude .actual lab reports, ··:'\:,\ 

. EK~ st~~~~,.. et qetera, et · cetera. . , .. _\;:\ 

: · MR~ MCCURRY: We'll, it gives all the results of the lab 
tests covered in·; t·his statement .. And ip· Dr~ Mariano's view .it is . 

. beyond: ~he informatJon 'that: .Mr.·. [)ole ha~'..· provided about his o.wn. 
health status~· .. And I !11 leave you to ~u.dge that. ,. . ' 

.· 'Q \, Just a ·'coupl~ of things·. ·on the second page, just ·.·:~\ 
to make' surf:! .that I- und~rstand, .the pas't medical ,history/·. ~he· no ' .. ·,. '>~fa 
hist:pty ,c;:>f, · a,nci :'t:llE! li'st, o(. thing~ ."there -- is it ;Or. Mariano'~ · ·· :· .. 
. ' . ,· . • : ·.- ' •. : .. : '' .. ' ' .: • • . ~ . I . . ., . .:i . • . : • . . ' .. ' I . ' ·. '. ,·' 
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.. statement that' there is no eviderice of. any :of these things. currently,;< 
in the ·.President· as well? 

'MR. MCCURRY: · Well, yoµ can see from the statements of 
·each of.the physicians :who conducted test:s.t}lat there is· ample 

.··evidence from their examination currently that there ·is no evidence 
of 'that/ And s.he ~s not aware. of anymedical history that. suggests. 
otherwise. 

··:_: .. · 

Q . . Okay,' just two other things . Do you have a reason; · 
for the President's high frequency hearing loss?. 

MR.· MCCURRY: ·· The Presid~nt . and Dr. Mariano both believe . : 
. that. is a combination of many factors~ It's 'not unusual in aduit .. · . ·~: 
males. aqe 50 to experience some hiqh frequency hearinq loss. · It is :::"): 

. most li'kely associated, in the doc:tor' s .'opi·nion ·and in the . .- .:,'.,, 
Presi'de'nt's .opinion, with ·two factors •.. one is his experiences as a .. <>,;;;:: 

.~-young. boy hunting,· the sound of gunshot explosions. And. also. because</:~ 

~~'pla~sd w:: bari:::d d::s:::e1a:~ ~~::7sic; ··. · · <'ft,'irf~ 
.. ~· .:·; 

Q · ·. What? (Laughter. ) · 

MR~ MCCURRY:· I.think I got.the· same problem. 
.(Laughter~) 

Just one o:the;t" ~hirig, ·~ike -- · 

·.. ; :·.~~ 

.. .. ',> 

MR. MCCURRY: . Yes, and to describe this in lay terms, it' .. 
. means.-- it's not infrequent with-many people age 50 that high 
frequency dealbel loss· or audio-sensory ·1oss comes from -- it. means : · ·.· 
that· in crowded rooms you sometimes· don't hear conversations· that .are.. .:··, 
occurr.ing.·nearby. -As the .report· ihdic::ates, .. thera. is no· loss .of ·· 
ability· to· hear speech -~ normal ·speech .. It's not indicated that . , .· 
th~re. is :any debilitating factor. · - · . 

'· Q Okay. ·· One last thing. It. was suggested to me. . . 
earlier todaybyone_of niy'cc:>lleagues:wl".o.felt that members of the.··· 
military. were required to have . HIV, tests annually. · And•. the qliestioh \ . 

.. earlier wa·s. wh_ether ·the President, as Ccmmander-in--Chief,. is ··also 
required to undergo . such testing •. 

. . . 

MR. MCCURRY: _;Not reqtiired. The tests suggested are· 
those that are clinically suggested. Dr. Mariano has,.in observing 
her patient, determined those tests that are clinically suggesteci.• 
we have an HIV negative test in 1990, and in the. docto~'s ·opinion.· 
there was no clinical reason to r.et·est that indicator~. · · -:·\")~ 

....... :-: 

Okay, so he has not undergone s_uch. a test since· . 

. MR. MCCURRY: . This is only recent t.es1: that he had, and· 
tl).e doctor ·says t}l~t it· was ·not. clinically suggested that there · : ... :,.{:'.·Jj 
should. be another test of that factor. · · · · . :- .'.:<~ 

' ' . ,. ' Q' ·~·on the ins~rance plan,' in .-that regard,, was that a.. :;; 

routine ~hinq :.a~~:::: pe:p::n::u~!0:l::en:::l:f ~:he policy. I · ' #h1 
just know it. was .done in connection with an insurance policy, and. I.. . ·_,:?:~ 
~=~:v:/~h:a:o~i'.c;~sur~nce po~ic~ reneW'al. .But, I don't know. the ·t~~ 

.,. 
".'·· : '." 

. / . , 

.· . : ' 
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... 
Q· Mike, when you say that you have gone much, much 

farther t~an previous Presidents have gone, does that mean that with 
this .i::elease, would it. be .safe to say that .·the pubiic knows more· · 

·'.! about the particulars of this Presid.erit' s heal th than any· previous 
President. · · · · · ·' .· ·' 

·.MR. MCCURRY: Well, there was a question earlier. about 
instances in which some. information· had not been forthcoming from. .. · · •· 
previous Whit~· Hous~s about the medical cond~tion of Presiµents. · · · 

·This White House. ·takes very seriously. t:he. obligation· to keep the .. ·· : .. · ;-: . 
. public informed about .the health sta.tus of .the Pre.siderit. We've 
attempted to . ~o . that even·· when. there· a;-e routine minor proce~ures . . · .. 
involying the President's: health. · We attempt to. keep informed about_· ·:: :: 
that. We did ~hat just last week,·· as a matter of fact.. · 

. But I do believe, ·based ·on what I have been told by the 
doctor based on the :doctor's consu.l:tat:ions with preyious White House 
physicians, that this is a more extensive rele.ase. of medical _ . 
information about, the.·. Pres ide.nt ., s .. heal th status . than has -routinely 
been the case he.re at the White· House. 

. \ . 

.. ::' 

_ . . Q. Mike, after all of this has been done, would it be •.'. 

· a good · idea for the medical community to get together, perhaps 
·recommend some markers to lay down, parameters, that would protect 
the public's right to know and the 'dignity of the office? · 

/. . . . - . 

. . .. MR. MCCURRY:_ Well, th~ .President is currently absorbed . ·; 
.with. the questiop of whether h_e would ha-ve ·the opportunity to -serve · _ 
in that .capacity. (Laughter~) ·But I th.ink there are good.questions ... 
arising about health informatlon·.about the President. There is one. . < 
qtiestion· in particular that the . academic conununi ty has looked at . ·. · ·_ ., 
carefully, and.that's the application of the 25th.Amendment. Ther·e 

·:.' 
have been.· serious academic" discussi.ons on .that question, involving_· 
people ranging from fOIJller White ijouse ·physicians to current people. ··,.~.· 
in our medical unit here. at the W~ite· Ho1Jse to .White House Legal 
counsel representatives and people .who are known specialists in . 
Constitutional _law. · 

.. : : . 

Those are go·od, serious discussions about how do you 
balance .patient confidentiality with the public's right to know, and 
it may very well be that we· could 'have a group of. outside· experts · . · 
examine that' type of question so that 'we take t1lis out of the realm .. 
of partisanship and into the realm of what is -~ what protects the .. ,,: .. \· 
public's legitimate right to know informationiabout thei· h7alth status·.· .. ·._··.>_'.:~-·-.;i.;.· 

.. of the President· and· at the same time preserv ng the d gnity of the , 
office itself. . . -?} 

·.:,I 

•·.•I 'Q .Mike, if r could -- . 
· ... ~ 

·MR. MCCURRY: .That's not by' the way, I won't I'll ·· .. · .. 

say.· that:' s not a question we' re dealing with. That was basically .· 
getting. thr9ugh _this. day. r apolo.gize ,, .by. the. way/ I- know. the hour . ,._· 

· is very late'. now to be releasing .. this information. but we obviously, _ :. 
mad.a a fair+ystretiuous effort today.t9 contac:t each and every one _o~ 
the· physicians wh() atten.ded to the President's annual phys;cal so. . . · 
that we could make this information av~ilable •. Some Qf these· 

:!~!~m:~.~~c~:~e~f::h::::~:~::::i:::e:::=' ;v;~T~/rom the Bethesda _,;'§~l 

ques'l:i()ll here~ · , Mike; there 0 s a question. · Wait. There's a \ ·d/I 
··< '-·-::FM: •. "i.·· 

.. , .. 
•. · ... ··, ·. 

.:-•" 
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. Q Let me just -- ± j 'list want to go back over one 
. thing with you •.. When you .were asked whether there was anything that 
~ither he or the docitor dedided tiot to release, you said she was a : 
very· co~petent board-certified-' physician. -And·. you also said. that·· she 
put out material ·that ypu all thought w_as putting out' .more publicly · ·.> 
than Mr. Dole~ But that- still doesn It answer the question. . There_ .- . -.' ·' 
are things .that you' re not releasing- publicly? · - · _: 

. . ' . ' . . . . ' . 

· . . MR~ .MC.CURRY: No,. no .. The ·doctor prepared· this· report.-·-\ 
She intended. it to· be a thorough ,report on the President's medical · . ,_· 
history and an evaluation of his most recent physical° examination. ''_' _-:; 
The-,President,· nor ·anyone at the ~ite H-:>use, made any changes ·iri ;;. · ·' 
that report. as _·she prepared it. . .··. · - · · · 

Q 

Q 

But did ~he specifically_ delete -­

Right. l .-
: . .:·: 

Q You were relying on her· expertise to determine 'what .. 
should or should ne>t be released, and you even cited ..;,_ she made that .. 
comparison to what Bob Dole.has released. Did she on her pwn decide 
that something should or should not be released? 

. .. - .. . : I - . . 

MR. MCCURRY: Sh,e drew up this report and I.think gave a 
very comprehen!sive report on the tests that the . President underwent 
in Ma-y and· su:nunarized t}len(. · . And obviously. there· are eiectronic ··.·. _ _ --~<, 
readings and, .graphs and things like that are a part of the _ . , .. '•·: 

·. ~h=~i~~n;~~ldo~~m~0~~r~~;~:i~r:1~~~~~~ _ ,!~~i~~~ ·;:;~;:zed. that.· so >:'..)~J{:~ 
:' .·_'.::-:-:·:·.·~.i 

. _· ~.'<~>~~~~:;~~-
... · .. ··:?·''(!:{ 

. _ Q . . Let me ·just. try .. again. can y9u ·give us an 
assurance here tonight that nothing of irr.portance was -left out.of 
this, report? · · · · · -

MR .. MCCURRY: I can. assure- you here tonight that the 
White ·House has an obligation to report on the President's medical 
condition~ The President's physician has said he is in excellent -
overall health. We have provided all th-3 information necessary for 
anyone.to 1Uake a fair judgment about tll~_veracityof that statement~· 
Nothing that wou~d indicate a. contra:cy evaluation of -the President's -.·,' · 
health has been withheld from this .report. 

-·: .. 

Q - · · Now that you ha'Va· · relc:;,'3.sed 'so much detail about his 
platelet count and everyth.lng else., is t:nls th·e way you' re going to · · :•:1~ 
do, every. exam he has? · · · , . 

. . "· 

_ . MR. MCCURRY: · We-11, that goas back to the pre.vious ·- ----~; 
question, but I think maybe there ar~ "".- I again would cite at least· 
the one article, one academic articl~\ I '~e ~~en .i f It ,~~Iht ~~ ~ good ,, :} 
case where a panel of experts can eva ua. e . e n orrna on· - a '\~_'.: 
should properly· :be in. the public domain and ·establish some type of-. . . . . . 
parameters about-- how this question gets _addressed since it has become>" >'.;~: 
an issue in' $is campaign. . . · · .... :; ._ \:: 

.·-

. i . _ . ._ .. That's not ·fo·r us. _ _; at this time we .are satisf:ying what_ -· 
we think .are· our obligations to inform the American public, to · · · 
respond·to questiqns that haye come from your_ news -organizations, 

·however motivated those ·questions' arose; and to answer these 
. qiiestions :to the. sat-isfaction of- the public. 

..... :· '· ... . . 

. - : ~ - . . . Q 
pro~essio~al 1 · -

. You th.ink the motivation was less than 
.•. 

· · · MR .. 'MCCURRY: · · r think that· Lt's ver,y clear that 
Republican cainpai'gri arid Mr. Dole ·in part~cular and his operatives 
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·. -- - ,__ - y 
have tried to make this an issue. So we -are trying to lay to rest .­
that issue. by providing the detail~d information we have now 
provided. ·., -·· 

; 
\.' ·, ~ ' I 

. _ · Q Did the. President himself., Mike, resist doing this·;: 
Ap.d did he. have to be . convinC'ed by his staff? ·How did the. -~ · <: :: 

. . . . -

; -·- - . _. -.- MR-. MCCURRY: To th~ contra~y, he kept saying, -we.- shouia< 
just give them·~hat, they need to say .that -I'm in good health. -· 

- - • :·· -_.- ·.· .. Q-. - .- Then why ·-"'." what. was -the barrier?. 

. .' MR. .MCCURRY: ·_ I thought that.' s what I had done. · I ·gave_ 
you. a vecy detailed briefing May .24th. -. We have. provided you updates .. ' 
I was frankly. surprised that there .continued to be questions. But · 
there. were questions~ -· .You posed them in_ Fre.sno. And this was the-

. best coui;se of actton for the White House -to. lay to. rest any doubt o~:,":·i 
question_s or mystery, as I . heard Mr. Warf eld des·cribe it. -

Q . Let me shift gears to, Iraq. 
5; ooo troops . are -- now ._being deployed . to Kuwait. 
President-make that decision? I' assume he did. 
of this· morning~ a 'meeting? - -- -- ' 

• • • . f 

We have seen that ·. 
When did-the . 

Was that a product .• - ::), 

~.·MCCURRY~: There have- :oeen a ·variety of discu~sions-.· - :;: 
under way; and·,there is, one under' way at this v~ry ~o~en_t. ts that·- :'·j 
co_rrect, Mr. J9hns0n? . · · . . . ··.B 

... :_::..·{ :.·· .. . 

MR. JOHN.SON: That's correct. :· -:> ..... -:~·:· 
.. ·.-_:./~; 

t>m. MCCURRY: .In the 9va1 Office, at this very. moment.,'., 
Is '-tha-t: correCt, Mr. J.ohnson? -- .. - .-: 

···' . 

'- ( . _MR. JOHNSON: _That's· correc·t:, Mr. Mccurry~ 

- - . . I .. 

MR. MCCURRY! Mr. __ Johnson is going to.go get.a report on 
that meeting and '_inake 'it available to those of you who are 
interested. -

Q Can we expect further deployments? I mean,_ ·we 1've: · .. 
had a whole series of individual actions over.the last couple days.-

. : ... - ' 

. . .· MR.· MCCURRY: -- You. should expect that any actions that· we 
take that.are prudent_to'rep~rt upon we· flill report.-

. . ·. ... ··. ·.: . ..:·: 

' .j r • •• ' •. • • • •• • • 

. Q · . on this particular action, this was a decision made- ·_: 
by the -President? And was the President 'aware that. the de_cisioh had.:{\'._:;A:: 
been impiementeci? · · - -- - - - · .. -:'.}\-.-: 

.... ·. 

. . _ _ ·MR. ·MCCURRY: My understanding, LE I 'm not. mistaken~ _ i-s . -+? 
tiiat· tliis wa:s a ·previousiy scheduled training exerpis~ that is _. -- ·--. ·-<Xi 
~~;1'.::ihg in 'Kuwait involving .u. s • army uni ts tiia:t are taking some of!,f ~i 

; i,-·-·--_.----.Q. They_all are.-·- · / .. -.;': 
••• .·.·_. j 

. ' MR. MCCURRY~ -- pre-position supplies that we have in 
Kuwait and doing an -exercise there. ObViously it sends whatever 

. signal is· interpreted ·in Baghdad and :elsewhere. , 

, Q . so ·the President did specifically had to sit· 
down . and. sign· of;C on this specifically troop :movement?. _ 

·, • I 

, MR. 'MCCURRY: Well, ~his was previously. approved; but · -
the -l?l:'e~idenf was awa:i:e of it. · ' -

.... ·r:· 
~ -·~~:::· 

.61T' ,· .··.\ 

... _·:; 

f '•' ·· .. i : _I --

·MORE' 

. . , .... . : ... ..;:r~l 



... .. ·>\.".::· 
. . . . ~ i..{ 

.I - .. '. 

... 10 - . 

. . ; ... ~ 

. ' 
. · . . ·.··:' ... 

Q · · The· ,P.resident was· aware of it? 
. . · :· . ,·, .. 

. . ·>I 
MR. MCCURRY: He· was aware of it. 

·l, .. ~'-: 
. ' . . .~ :.: :' . 

. ,. ... , 

Q Did he have to sign off on it? ... 
. . .. 

~.MCCURRY:· He's-the commander...;-in-Chief. 

Q . I~ this the meeting.the·President.was having on·· 
Iraq tonight, is that over or is it still ongoing? 

..... ·.:. . . . . · .. MR. MCCURRY: .It Is ongoing l'lOW. The President Is 
national policy advisers met earlier in the day~ They have had some . , .· 
discussion on and off during the d,ay. The President·has·had one or··. 
two updates. during the day, .but he wanted· to. have th·e 'opportunity to·/.:;) 

. have a lengthier sessi.on this evening, arid ·that's what 1.s going on · .. \!:'.'.:~~ 
now. · , . ' . . . '._>\!.~~ 

, Q And who is·· in the meeting? --:::: 

MR• MCCURRY: Secretary Christopher, Secretary Perry--
. •.:· 

MR. JOHNSON: I have l'lot been in the room. :t don.'t know· 
exactly,· 

.,. 

· MR. MCCURRY: We can: double-check; but we believe · .· · 
secretary Christopher; . Perry, DCIA John Deutch, General . . 
Shalikashvili I Ambassador Albright~ And I reserve the right to amend ... 
and adjust that list once we check out· the room. · ... · .·· 

Revise and extend. 
\ .... 

. · MR. MCCURRY: All .those same people participated in the:·. >.:": 
SElSlSion. this morning~ . . ··''''· 

done? 
· Is . Perry in flict 9'oin9' to the Middie East?· Is th?idi: 

.. :·.:. >. 
. . . MR~. MCCURRY·: .If we have anything to say about that; we 

would probably say it after the meeting that's. going on now.. . 
. . ·~ . . .. 

. Q on' the health records again, ; can. you say_ why, if· ... 
the doctor decided_, to leave something out, why she would . have made,­
the1:t decision, beca\ise: it· see..;nts clear' th.at. --

. . 

· .... .· .. ·MR. MCCURRY: ·.Look, I d'idn't. say the. doctor, left 
anything. out. . I- said the.· doctor provided you a. co~prehensi ve report' 
on ·t:he ·.President Is medical history arid the tests. performed on him at 
th~ time of his examination·on May 24th. · 

. . 

Q Comprehensive but ·not complete n·ecessarily? 
. . . . ·. ·. 

... · . 
. · ... 

. MR~ MCCURRY: I think this . is as comp.1ete as it gets, I · 
can It imagine anything that would be· mol:·e complete.· than this~ We . 

. hav·e ·given you just abou.t eve·ry: major indicator of health that any 
doct.or would as~ ~t a: patient ... ·we have. summarized test result~ and · .... , 
given you statemepts. f.rom everyone from the President Is dentist to' .• ·.'·:-.' 
his a1lergist. -- 'Well, we're waiting for -- no; his allergist .to his: 
ENT s;pecialist •.. 'I mean; i~ this do.n'tdq it, I can't imagine what:· 

·~ · .. 

els• ~- · · · · . . . 

Mike?.: 
_,':- . . -Q. It doesn't say'. anyt~ing .about .. hypertens'io.n;. 

'· .. · 

I.·. 
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. ... . . .· ·. . . 

treated . .:..;. 
·MR.· MCCURRY: . :There· is ·no indication he. ha.s been· 

Q . I was j eking·.: 

· Q W~re you all ptitting this together before your 
grilling in Fresno, or was :it the issues.~hat were raised in ~hat 
briefing that triggered this? 

. . _ .... , .. 

MR~ MCCURRY: Frankly, no •. I mean, we h~ve been looking 
to lay this issue. to rest once and ·for a.tl, and as I say, most of the· 
information available her.e I was prepared to brief to. on May 24th .. ·.I .... 
thought I had satisfied· everyone's questions then, but apparently 
that was incorrect. .This information was available -- some ·of this 
·information was available then.. And our judgme'nt, based on :the · .. ·. -.: 
questions that were posed to. me .in F:resno, was that we ·should go .the .. :: •. ·,j 
extra mile and provide additional detail.,_ And .this is what we've ·· · · ): 
done . · · · · · · · · :. :.--·:._'} 

:=., 
I 

1;· 
. .._ ... ' . 

Q ·yousaid.tha:t·you feel. as though the statements·are. · 
objective and Dr. Mariano'~ summary, if you .. wi11·, is objective. But·· 
they are statements arid they are· done .under her discretion. Arid 
wouldnit.the.records'"be objective and quell evf3ry· other question 
·would erupt? · · · · · · 

that·· 

·MR. MCCURRY: There are signific:iant concerns about ~­
you know, records are things' that doctors look at, and then doctors 

. interpret for patients; and in this case interpret for the public. I·· 
have· looked at some of the these records. I wouldn't . be able to make · · 
head. or tail of them~ ·And so the be.st thing. to do is to take . . 
qualif~ed physicians who· know how to explain ~hese things to patients . :· .. '·. 
and . to the pulblic in this case. and have . them explain the test res·ul ts : _ .. •./ 

· -- provide the· test results and. explain· the test: results so· that .· ·._ ) ... ., (;~·)i!: 

pebple· ~ders:an~ ::: ::::t~:a:~cond opiniOn? .. ·· .. · . • . . ; '.t.~~I 
. MR. MCCURRY:· Well, you can look through the list of the, .. f~ 

'pe9ple whose: statements are .. cov'ered here. 'And I would suggest yoir : . ::::}: 
,all c:::heck around in ·the medical community about some of the . · · '. :f' 
indivtdu·a1s who have now reported to you on the President's health. . •' 
You' 11 -firid that tl').ey are. among the most distinguished people in . .. . .. -­
their fields and I can't imagine that there is anyone in the medical -
community at least that would question· the judgment of the physicia'ns . 
who .have provided: these statements., · · 

. . \ . .. ' 

. . Q Let me. pose a serious question. Suppose the Dole 
campaign · - 7 (laughter). -~ as. opposed ·1:0 ·my .. usuc:tl · -~ but suppose the 
Dole campaign comes back.at you and says, Senator Dole submitted his 
'health.records to. a :t;hird-party physician; namely Dr. Altman, who 
writes for the New York Times, and,subjected them ~o the scrutiny :of 

·.an ·outsider'· whereas. the J?:r;esident has subjected his rec:ords to the . _· ·t~; 

scr,u~inY of'.:. pr:::~: ph::~:;a::uw::~,::ya:::: :re A~::::~st0:~ . ·. c··.:·········.: ... :.•.·.: .. ;:,·: .• ~·.:.~.!.• ... 
Altman; on th.e d~y of· .the President:'.s physical, we made ·available ·Dr".;. 
Mariano. ·. He had an. extensive intervi'ew .with Dr. Mariano. And for · · . ·~·:~·~,:; 
reasons that ~he :ijew York Times would. nave to· explcdn ·to you arid, not. .·: - · 

·me~·, theY, e:i.ected riot· to wrlte 1ab6tit ·the results. ·of that interilew/ :. ..»'.:;\ 
· But he .was .. iri· a position to ask detailed· questions of the President.' s · .. ,..: 

. physiclari. :, We would be· happy to have hill ask questions· 'of the· . 
];>resident if. t;ha.1;' s ··what is· sug.ges.ted here~ .·. · ·. . · . . . 

I .·. ··There have bee'n other hews organizations that have 
suggested that Dr~ Altman, .who·i~!".9;.. I've.never.seen competing neW$ 
orgaiiizat~ons so fond. ·of one of. their ri va-ls, but if that's. --

Q· We have Art Ulene. · I 1,,rould be willing to have him.-
(Laugl'iter.) . 

•:. ···,. ... ·· 
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MR. MCCURRY: ' :what about .the foot gU:y? .. Who is. the 
guy?' · __ Gabe Merk~rr. · Who 1s. got . Gabe Merkin_? . __ 

Q . · Local radio·~ . · 

' ' . MRe MCCURRY: We would that's 9ertainly an 
interview 

: ..... : 
.-.~~/:-~ 

.~:· 

. .. 

. _---- __ -_- ~;·<~C~;~ 
·:· _:· ... ~· 

Q . A~: the interested par~y here, ~o you're saying.that 
. if Altman wants to interview the President on his he.al th, he can? I · · 
think that's· what he said. 

.· .. ,····: 

Q That's what ·r heard,. ,Allison. 
' ' 

Q But would he be able to see the records? would the -
White House lay out ·the. records? 

. MR. MCCURRY: . He has already had -- arid my understanding 
is -- a fairly substantive and detailed conversatio~·with Dr. · 
Mariano. And.we always consider interv:lew requests from news 
organizations: - -. But given everyone's ·for.dness for Dr~ Altman arid 
their . des ire' to nomina t'e him as the . app:r qpria te third-party official 
adjudicator, maybe ·we'll give. that ·cme a higher ,priority. · 

· Q · . If we don i't. end this, we won't be able to get· our 
,cars out pf the parking lots. 

Q .. _. ca:n we get the foot. doc:~tor to interview Dick 
Morris? Would that be.-- (laughter). 

MR. MCCURRY : You I re' a b_ad boy .. 

. ~'.-

1.·· 

'I-'::.·. ' '' . ·.. . -·. '··. . ' .' . . ·, 
. . ._ Listen, one other thing. , Nobody asked this question but . 

let me. volunteer. it. The Vice. President obviously~- consist.ent with 
. the President's d.eqision on .this, will ·he making available records . .· .. :S/:. 
that , are_ very· .similar. to, these." . He·'· s: _going to do. much the· same 

·:thing' provide an overail f!1tate_rne~t fr'oni h~s 'physicians. '. ' 
,,,,· ·.. . ;.· . . ~· . 

. .• Q . '. ··When?· ... 
· ... ~ · .. ; ':·: ·: 

· · MR. MCC_URRY: . T-~night ~ 
'' . ' . I 

'. Q Tonight? · · 

' 'MR. M_CCURRY: It will be. available very shortly. 'we I re 
'qoing much the" same· thing that the i?resii.ent has done. 

' . ' 

· Q You mean~ shortly,. tonight? 

'END · ... · · 8-: 36 P.M~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release May 24, 1996 

Statement by the Press Secretary 

President Clinton underwent his third annual physical examination 
today at Bethesda Naval Hospital. His routine evaluation was conducted 
by a team of military and civilian physicians, headed by his physician, 
Dr. E. Connie Mariano, a Navy internist. 

"We are very satisfied with the results of this year's physical 
examination. The President is in excellent overall health. We 
recommend he continue to watch his diet and follow his exercise 
regimen," said Dr. Mariano. 

The President was evaluated by a team of specialists which included 
sports medicine, podiatry, ear, nose and throat, and dermatology. He 
received a liquid nitrogen treatment to an actinic keratosis found on 
the tip of his nose. In addition, he underwent an eye examination, a 
urology check-up, and an exercise treadmill test. On his annual 
treadmill test, the President exceeded his performance from last year 
completing more than 15 minutes on the treadmill and reaching a speed of 
5.5 m.p.h. at a 20% grade (Bruce Protocol). 

The President, who will turn 50 in August, weighed in at the same 
weight of 216 lbs. on his 6' 2" frame. His total cholesterol dropped 
from 203 last year to 191 this year. His pulse was recorded at 55 with 
a blood pressure of 126/70. 

-30 

To comment on this service:feedback@www.whitehouse.gov 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release May 24, 1996 

Statement by the Press Secretary 

President Clinton underwent his third annual physical examination today at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital. His routine evaluation was conducted by a team of military 
and civilian physicians, headed by his physician, Dr. E. Connie Mariano, a Navy internist. 

"We are very satisfied with the results of this year's physical examination. The 
President is in excellent overall health. We recommend he continue to watch his diet 
and follow his exercise regimen," said Dr. Mariano. 

The President was evaluated by a team of specialists which included sports 
medicine, podiatry, ear, nose and throat, and dermatology. He received a liquid 
nitrogen treatment to an actinic keratosis found on the tip of his nose. In addition, he 
underwent an eye exa.Jllination, a urology check-up, and an exercise treadmill test. On 
his annual treadmill test, the President exceeded his performance from last year 
completing more than 15 minutes on the treadmill and r(!aching a speed of 5.5 m.p.h. at 
a 20% grade (Bruce Protocol). 

The President, who will turn 50 in August, weighed in at the same weight of 216 
lbs. on his 6' 2" frame. His total cholesterol dropped from 203 last year to 191 this year. 
His pulse was recorded at 55 with a blood pressure of 126/70. 
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