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Vice Presidential Pre-Debate Talking Points
October 4, 1996

For Internal Use Only
. The Vice President is going to Florida to campaign and prepare for the
debate.

. The plan for the Vice Presidential debate is part of a unified strategy to use
all three debates to lay out the Clinton-Gore agenda for the 21st century.

. We expect a positive exchange in which the Vice President will have the
opportunity to talk about the future as well as highlight the significant
accomplishments of the Clinton Administration.

. Jack Kemp is a very accomplished professional public speaker. He will
present a formidable challenge to the Vice President.

. Vice President Gore is looking forward to the debate and is hoping for an
honest discussion about policies, programs and ideas.
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MR. LEHRER: Good evening from the Shiley Theatre at the
University of San Diego, San Diego, California. I'm Jim Lehrer of
the NewsHour on PBS. Welcome to this second 1996 Presidential
Debate between Senator Bob Dole, the Republican nominee, and
President Bill Clinton, the Democratic nominee. It is sponsored by
the Commission on Presidential Debates.

We will follow a town hall type format tonight. The questions
over the next 90 minutes will come from 113 citizens of the greater
San Diego area. They were chosen in the past week by the Gallup
organization to represent a rough cross-section of voters as to
political views, age, gender, and other factors. Each said he or
she is undecided about this presidential race.

They were told to come tonight with questions; nobody from the
Debate Commission or the two campaigns has any idea what those
questions are. Neither do I. We will all be hearing them for the

first time at the same time. I met with this group three hours
ago, and we spoke only about how it was going to work tonight.
They are sitting in five sections. I will call on individuals at

random, moving from one section to another with each new question,
alternating the questions between the two candidates. My job is to
keep things fair and the subjects as clear and as varied as
possible.

The rules, drawn by the campaigns, are basically the same as
they were for the Hartford and St. Petersburg debates --90-second
answers; 60-second rebuttals; 30-second responses for each
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question. The candidates are not allowed to question each other
directly. There will be two-minute opening and closing statements.
The order for this evening was set by coin toss.

We begin now with Senator Dole and his opening statement.
Senator Dole.

SENATOR DOLE: Thank you very much, Jim. Let me first give
you a sports update: The Braves 1, Cardinals nothing -- early on.
(Laughter.)

I want to thank you, and I want to thank everybody here
tonight. I want a special thanks to my wife, Elizabeth, and my
daughter, Robin, for their love and support, and thank the people
who are listening and watching all over America.

In 20 days you will help decide who lead this country into the
next century. It's an awesome responsibility. And you must ask
yourself, do you know enough about the candidates. You should know
as much as possible about each of us. Sometimes the views have
been distorted. There has been millions and millions of decllars in
negative advertising spent distorting my views. But I hope tonight
you'll get a better feel of who Bob Dole is and what he's all
about.

And I think first I should understand the guestion on your
mind is, do I understand your problems. What I understand is -- it
occurred to me, and I might just say that I'm from a large family,
I've got lots of relatives, and they're good, average,
middle-class, hard-working Americans. They live all across the
country. They're not all Republicans. Maybe all but one.
{Laughter.)

But in any event, I understand the problems -- whether it's
two parents working because one has to pay the taxes and one has to
provide for the family; whether it's a single parent who Jjust
barely pays the pressing bills; or whether you're worried about an
education for your children, going to the best schools; or whether
you're worried about safe ©playgrounds, drug-free schools,
crime-free schools. This is what this election is all about.

And, hopefully, tonight when we conclude this debate, you will
have a better understanding, and the viewing and listening audience
will have a better understanding. Thank you.

MR. LEHRER: Mr. President, two minutes. Opening statement.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I was going to applaud, too. (Laughter.)
Well, thank you, Jim, and thanks to the people of San Diego for
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giving this opportunity to have another discussion about the
decision we all face, in front of people who will make the
decisions.

Again, I will say I'll do my best to make this a discussion of
ideas and issues, not insults. What really matters is what happens
to your future and what happens to our country as we stand on the
brink of a new century, a time of extraordinary possibility.

I have a simple philosophy that I've tried to follow for the
last four years -- do what creates opportunity for all, what
reinforces responsibility from all of us, and what will help us
build a community where everybody has got a role to play and a
place at the table.

Compared to four years ago, we're clearly better off. We've
got 10.5 million more Jjobs. The deficit's been reduced by 60
percent. Incomes are rising for the first time in a decade. The
crime rates and the welfare rolls are falling. We're putting
100,000 more police on the streets, 60,000 felons, fugitives and
stalkers have been denied handguns.

But that progress 1is only the beginning. What we really
should focus on tonight is what we still have to do to help the
American people make the most of this future that's out there. I
think what really matters is what we can do to help build strong
families. Strong families mean a strong economy. To me, that
means we have to go on and balance this budget while we protect
Medicare and Medicaid and education and the environment.

We should give a tax cut, targeted to child-rearing and
education, to buying a first home and paying for health care. We
ought to help protect our kids from drugs and guns and gangs and
tobacco. We ought to help move a million people from welfare to
work. And we ought to create the finest education system in the
world, where every l8-year-old can go on to college and all of our
younger children have great educational opportunities. If we do
those things, we can build that bridge to the 21st century. That's
what I hope to get to talk about tonight.

Thank you.

MR. LEHRER: Let's go now to the first guestion from this
section, and it's for Senator Dole.

Q Hello, Senator Dole.
SENATOR DOLE: Hi.
Q I'm a beginning educator in this country and I really
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think it's important what children have to say. They're still very
idealistic and everything they say comes from the heart.

I have a quote for you from, "If I Were President," compiled
by Peggy Gavin. A 6th-grader says, "If I were President I would
think about Abraham Lincoln and George Washington and what they did
to make our country great. We should unite the white and black
people and people of all cultures. Democrats and Republicans
should unite also. We should all come together and think of the
best ways to solve the economic problems of our country. I believe
that when we are able to come together and stop fighting amongst
ourselves we will get along a lot better."

These are the ideals and morals that we are trying to teach
our children in these days. Yet, we don't seem to be practicing
them in our government, in anything. If you are President, how
will you begin to practice what we are preaching to our children,
the future of our nation?

SENATOR DOLE: Well, I'll just say, first of all, I think it's
a very good question. I appreciate the quote from the young man.

There's no doubt about it that many American people have lost
their faith in government. They see scandals almost on a daily
basis. They see ethical problems in the White House today. They
see 900 FBI files of private persons being gathered up by somebody
in the White House. Nobody knows who hired this man. So that
there is a great deal of cynicism out there.

What I've always tried in whatever I've done, is to bring
people together. I said in my acceptance speech in San Diego about
two months ago that the exits are clearly marked: if you think the
Republican Party 1is someplace for you to come if you're
narrow-minded or bigoted or don't like certain people in America,
the exits are clearly marked for you to walk out of, as I stand
here without compromise, because this is the party of Lincoln.

I think we have a real obligation -- obviously, public
officials -- I'm no longer a public official. I left public life
on June 11 of this year. But it is very important -- young people
are looking to us. They're looking to us for leadership. They're
watching what we do, what we say, what we promise, and what we
finally deliver. And I would think, it seems to me that there are
opportunities here -- when I'm President of the United States, I
will keep my word. My word is my bond.

MR. LEHRER: Mr. President.
PRESIDENT CLINTON: One of the reasons that I ran for
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President is because not just children, a lot of grownups felt that
way. If you remember, four years ago we had not only rising
unemployment, but a lot of rising cynicism. I had never worked in
Washington as an elected official. It seemed to me that most of
the arguments were partisan -- Republican-Democrat, left-right,
liberal-conservative.

That's why I said tonight I'm for opportunity, responsibility,
and community. And we've gotten some real progress in the last
four years. 1I've also done everything I could at every moment of
division in this country -- after Oklahoma City, when these
churches were burned -- to bring people together and remind people
that we are stronger because of our diversity. We have to respect
one another.

You mentioned Washington and Lincoln; they were Presidents at
historic times. This is an historic time. It's important that we
go beyond those old partisan arguments and focus on people and
their future. When we do that, instead of shutting the government
down over a partisan fight on the budget, we're a better country,
and that's why we're making progress now.

MR. LEHRER: Senator?

SENATOR DOLE: Well, bringing people together again 1is
obviously a responsibility we all have. I know you do 1it,
everybody here does it. We do a lot of things nobody knows about.
I have a little foundation for the disabled, called the Dole
Foundation. We've raised about $10 million. We don't talk about
it. We try to help people with disabilities, bring them back into
the mainstream of public life.

So it seems to me that there's also a public trust. When
you're the President of the United States you have a public trust,
and you have to keep that public trust, as George Washington, as
Abraham Lincoln did. And I think now that trust is being violated,
and it seems to me we ought to face up to it, and the President
ought to say tonight that he's not going to pardon anybody that he
was involved in business with who might implicate him later on.

MR. LEHRER: All right. The next question from this second
right here. Right there in the middle, sir.

Q Mr. President, I'd like to know if you would please
explain your plans for -- in a substantive fashion for addressing
the problems of the health care system in our country.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I will. First of all, let me say what we
have done. In the last four years, we've worked hard to promote
more competition to bring down the rate of inflation in health care
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costs without eroding health care quality. The government pays for
Medicare and Medicaid as you know, and that's very important.

Secondly, we've added a million more children to the ranks of
the insured through the Medicaid program. We have protected 25
million people through the passage of the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill
that says you can't lose your health insurance if you change jobs
or if someone in your family has been sick. We just recently ended
those drive-by deliveries, saying people couldn't be kicked out of
the hospital by insurance companies when they just had babies.

So that's a good start. In the next four years I want to
focus on the following things. Number one, add another million
children to the insured ranks through the Medicaid program. Number
two, keep working with the states, as we are now, to add 2.2
million more people to the insured system. Number three, cover
people who are between jobs for up to six months. That could
protect 3 million families, 700,000 kids. And, number four, make
sure we protect the integrity of the Medicare program and the
Medicaid program, and not do anything in cutting costs which would
cause hundreds of hospitals to close, which could have been the
case 1f the $270 billion Medicare cut that I vetoed had been
enacted into law.

SENATOR DOLE: Just let me say, there you go again, Mr.
President, talking about a Medicare cut. Now, I've heard you say
this time after time. And I've heard you say on one TV appearance,
the media made me do it. You're trying to defend your cut -- which
was not a cut, either -- reduction in the growth of spending. And
we always had at least a seven percent. You've said publicly that
it's now three times the rate of inflation. We ought to cut the
growth to twice the rate of inflation. 1It's about where we are
now.

Let's stop talking about cutting Medicare, and my economic
plan will increase it 39 percent. Don't forget what he tried to do
"with health care. Seventeen new taxes, spend $1.5 trillion, 50 new
bureaucracies. Can you believe that? You couldn't have even been
a cardiologist because they had quotas. Your -- cardiology
wouldn't affect you, but if somebody wanted to be a cardiologist 10
years from now you'd have to be certain you complied with some of
the rules in this extreme medical plan the government was going to
take over for all America.

There are things we can do, like the Kassebaum bill, which
contains many provisions I authored, covered preexisting
conditions, portability. And there are other things we should do.
We still need to cover about 20 million people and a lot of
children.

-more-



5

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I don't have time in 30 seconds to respond
to fix all that, but let me just say, the BAmerican Hospital
Association said that the budget I vetoed could have closed 700
hospitals, not me. And on a per-person basis, it did cut way below
the rate of inflation in medical costs.

But the important thing is, what are we going to do now. We
need to help people who are between jobs. We need to cover more
kids. We need to provide more preventive care. My balanced budget
covers mammograms for ladies on -- women on Medicare, and also
gives respite care to the million-plus families who have someone
with Alzheimer's. These things are paid for in the balanced budget
plan. It will move us forward.

MR. LEHRER: Next guestion is for Senator Dole, from here.
Yes, sir.

Q I am active-duty military and a small business owner. My
question 1is, what 1is your position on closing the gap between
military and civilian pay scales?

SENATOR DOLE: Jason, I appreciate that very much, being a
former military man myself. You know, we have 17,000 men and women
today wearing our uniforms that receive food stamps. That
shouldn't happen in America. We have men and women wearing our
uniforms in substandard housing. It shouldn't happen in America.
And it's a time we take a look at the pay scales. Did get a 3
percent increase this year, but that's not enough.

If we're going to ask young men and young women to protect us
and defend us around the world -- and we've had more deployments
under this administration than any time in history. Fifty times
we deployed troops around the world. Every time you do that you
take a risk. Somebody you know, maybe your son, maybe your
grandson, maybe somebody else. So I think anybody who wears
uniforms is a great American.

Remember Vietnam. Remember when people almost used to walk
across the street rather than have contact with scomebody who was in
Vietnamn. That's all behind us now, and it should be behind us.
And the "forgotten war," the Korean War. But I guess I can just
answer you very plainly, Jason. Thank you for doing what you're
doing. America owes you a debt of gratitude.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: May I ask you a question? What service
are you in?

Q I'm in the United States Navy, sir.
PRESIDENT CLINTON: And what kind of small business do you
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have?
Q I have an Amway business.
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Good for you.

Let me say -- Senator Dole mentioned this -- I just signed a
bill that we got through Congress to increase the amount of pay
increase we could give for military personnel and to make sure the
pay increase this year was above the rate of inflation.

I also have presented to the Congress and they adopted a large
package of quality of life improvements, which are very important.

I've spent a lot of time talking to military families as well
as military members all over the world and in bases all across the
United States. And I became convinced, after talking to the
families and the personnel in uniform that we needed to not only
have the pay raise, but we needed to invest more in child care,
housing and other things to support families, especially when they
are longer deployments because of the downsizing of the military.

We're going to do better and we'll do better still. But this
is a commitment I think that all Americans share without regard to
party.

SENATOR DOLE: I don't disagree with anything the President
said, except he waited four years to do these things. And my view
is, it will be done on day one. We'll start working on it on day
cne in the Dole-Kemp administration. This is important. We only

have 10 divisions now; we used to have 18. We had 25 fighter
wings; we're down to 13. We had 536 ships, we're down to 336
ships. I mean, we've cut defense spending too much in the first
place.

The President told you in '92 he would cut it $67 billion; he
cut $112 billion. We're right on the edge right now. But the last
thing we ought to do is make those who wear the uniforms sacrifice.

MR. LEHRER: Next question here for President Clinton. Yes,
ma'am, here on the front row.

Q President Clinton, yesterday, Yasser Arafat said in
Palestine that he thinks the key to success in the Middle East is
the commitment of Americans. Would vyou, as President, send

American troops to Israel or the West Bank as peacekeepers?
PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let me just take two seconds of my time,

because I'm the Commander-In-Chief, to respond to one thing that

was said. I propose to spend $1.6 trillion on defense between now
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and the year 2002, and there's less than one percent difference
between my budget and the Republican budget on defense.

Now, on the Middle East -- as you know, I've worked very hard
for peace 1in the Middle East. The agreement between the
Palestinians and the Israelis was signed at the White House and the
agreement, the peace treaty with Jordan, I went to Jordan to sign
that, to be there. And I think the United States can do whatever
we reasonably can.

I can say this, I do not believe Yasser Arafat wants us to

send troops to the West Bank. We've never been asked to send
troops to the West Bank. I saw the agreement that Prime Minister
Rabin and Yasser Arafat signed on the West Bank. It had 26
separate maps they had to sign -- literally thousands of

delineations of who would do what on the West Bank. And I believe
if the parties will get together and in a good-faith manner make
that agreement, that they'll be able to do it. We cannot impose a
peace on the Middle East.

My position has always been that the job of the United States
was to minimize the risks of peace. If they ask me to be part of
some monitoring force, as we are in the Sinai and have been since
1978, to monitor the peace between Egypt and Israel, frankly, I
would have to think about it, I would have to see what they wanted
to do. But I don't believe that will be the request. I think what
Mr. Arafat wants us to do is to make sure that everybody honors the
agreements they've already made. That's why I brought the leaders
to Washington a few days ago. I think they will and I think we'll
get there. Don't be too discouraged.

SENATOR DOLE: Let me, Jason, come back to you a minute,
because there is a big difference in the defense budget. We had $7
billion this year and $10 billion more than the President. He puts
his money in the out-years. Even if he were reelected, he would be
gone before anything happened, and nothing is going to happen
because we don't have modernization now. If we don't build more
B-2 bombers in California -- we lost about 500,000 jobs out in
California because of this devastation, these big, big cuts. We
had to make cuts; we didn't have to make the cuts the President
promised he'd make, then he doubled. And so I think we need to go
back and take a look. :

We're increasing defense reasonably, not too much, but we are
increasing defense some because we want to be prepared in case
somebody here gets called up, Jason. '

I would say -- I didn't hear what Yasser Arafat had to say,
but I don't want to -- you know, I think foreign policy I'm going
to be very careful about. And I'm not here to arque about the
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President on some ongoing foreign policy matter. What I want the

President to do -- I think he may have done it in the last
statement -- call for an unconditional end to the violence and have
the parties keep on talking, as they should talk and have a
resolution. The last thing we want to do is commit more forces

anywhere. But let's sort of keep this out of politics because it's
pretty dicey right now.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: When the change of government occurred in
Israel, the people of Israel were saying, we don't want to abandon
the peace process, we want more security. Then, a lot of mutual
distrust developed, a lot of things happened which maybe shouldn't
have happened.

When I asked Yasser Arafat and Prime Minister Netanyahu to
come to Washington and got them together and they talked alone for
three hours, I was convinced that they had to have a chance to make
that peace. Again, I say, 1f they ask us to play some reasonable
role, I don't know how I would respond to it, but it would depend
entirely on what they asked us to do.

But the real secret there is for them to abide by the
agreements they've made and find a way to trust each other. And
they're going to have to spend some time and trust each other.
Prime Minister Rabin gave his life believing that that trust could
be materialized, and I still think it can be.

MR. LEHRER: All right, next question from this section and it
is for Senator Dole. Back in the back. Yes, sir. Right there.
Yes, sir.

Q Senator Dole, I'm an ex-smoker for 30 years. Thirty
years ago, I was a pack-plus-a-day man, okay. You mentioned in
your statement, you said some time ago that you didn't think
nicotine was addictive. Are you still holding to that statement,
or do you wish to recant or explain yourself?

SENATOR DOLE: Oh, that's very easy. My record, going back to
1965 in the Congress, the first vote we had was whether or not you
should put a little notice on cigarettes -- they may be -- I voted
for -- I voted for everything since that time.

In fact, 1992, we had a bill come before us that all the
states had to comply or they're going to lose certain money. We
sent it to the Clinton administration for implementation. They
waited three and a half years, and during that period about 3,000
young kids every day started smoking. So you add it up; that's
about 3 million. :

Not until again in 1996 -- I don't want anybody to smoke. My
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brother probably died partly because of cigarettes. I was asked a
technical question: Are they addictive. Maybe -- they probably
are addictive. I don't know, I'm not a doctor. You shouldn't
smoke. You ought to be glad you quit, Oscar. Thirty years?

And it seems to me that what we need to do is to talk about
not only tobacco, but drugs, because drug use with 12-to
l7-year-olds has doubled in this administration, the last 44
months. Marijuana use is up 141 percent; cocaine use up 160
percent. They're your kids. It's all happened in this
administration because they cut funding and they cut interdiction.

When I'm President of the United States, we're going to use
the National Guard and whatever sources we need to stop some of the
drugs coming into America. If you stop the drugs, nobody is going
to use the drugs. So don't smoke, don't drink, don't use drugs.
Just don't do it.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Oscar, the question of what the federal
government should do to limit the access of tobacco to young people
is one of the biggest differences between Senator Dole and me.

We did propose a regulation six months after I became
President under the law he mentioned. It simply says all these
states that made it illegal for kids to smoke, now they have to try
harder if they want to keep getting federal funds. Then we took
comments, as we always do, and there were tens of thousands of
comments about how we ought to do it. That's what drug it out.

Meanwhile, we started, also in '93, to look into whether
cigarettes were addictive enough for the federal Food and Drug
Administration to ban the ability of cigarette companies to
advertise, market and distribute tobacco products to our kids. No
President had ever taken on the tobacco lobby before. I . did.
Senator Dole opposed me. He went down and made a speech to people
who were on his side saying that I did the wrong thing. I think I
did the right thing.

On drugs, I have repeatedly said drugs are wrong and illegal
and can kill you. We have strengthened enforcement and everybody
in San Diego knows we've strengthened control of the border. We've
done a lot more. I hope we get a chance to talk about it.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, they also know if they live in San Diego,
Mr. President, you're caught with 125 pounds of marijuana or less
you go back to Mexico, you're not prosecuted. You have a U.S.
attorney here that sends them back home. So I think that's pretty
important. That's a lot of marijuana. That's a big supply.
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But don't -- you know, don't get into this smoke-screen here,
Oscar. The President in the election year decided, well, I ought
to do something. I haven't done anything on drugs. I've been AWOL
for 44 months, so let's take on smoking. But, see, they haven't

even done it. They haven't said what's going to happen, whether
they're going to have it declared addictive. It could apply just
to -- once it's a drug, does it apply only to teenagers or to

everybody in America?

Nobody should smoke, young or old, but particularly vyoung
people should not smoke. And my record is there, it's been there.
I voted eight, 10 times since 1965.

MR. LEHRER: Next question is for President Clinton and it
comes from right here. Yes, sir. '

Q President Clinton, I'm a retired Air Force pilot. Sir,
it's officially forecast that our annual Medicare and Social
Security deficits are measured in the trillions of dollars in the
next century. Depending on who you listen to, Social Security will
be bankrupt in either 2025 or 2030. I feel it is grossly unfair,
especially to our younger generations who are losing faith in the
system.

My question is this: Assuming you agree that our entitlement
programs are at an unsustainable course, what specific reforms do
you propose?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: First of all, they're two different
things: Social Security and Medicare are entirely different in
terms of the financial stability. Let's talk about them
separately.

Social Security is stable until, as you pointed out, at least
the third decade of the next century. But we would like to have a
Social Security fund that has about 70 years of life instead of
about 30 years of life.

What we have to do is simply to make some adjustments that
take account of the fact that the baby boomers, people like me, are
bigger in number than the people that went just before us and the
people that come just after us. And I think what we'll plainly do
is what we did in 1983 when Senator Dole served -- and this is
something I think he did a good job on, when he served on the
Social Security Commission and they made some modest changes in
Social Security to make sure that it would be alive and well into
the 21st century.

And we will do that. It's obvious that there are certain
things that have to be done and there are 50 or 60 different
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options, and a bipartisan commission to take it out of politics
will make recommendations and build support for the people.

Medicare is different. Medicare needs help now. I have
proposed a budget which would put 10 years on the life of the
Medicare trust fund. That's more than it's had a lot of the time
for the last 20 years. It will save a lot of money through more
managed care, but giving more options, more preventive care, and
lowering the inflation rate in the prices we're paying providers,
without having the kind of big premium increases and out-of-pocket
costs that the budget I vetoed would provide.

Then that will give us 10 years to do with Medicare what we're
going to do with Social Security =-- have a bipartisan group, look
at what we have to do to save it when the baby boomers retire. But
now we ought to pass this budget and put 10 years on it right away
so no one has to worry about it.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, again, if you're somebody thinking about
the future, I think it's fair to say that it will be -- we'll work
it out. This 1is a political year and the President is playing
politics with Medicare, but after this year is over, we'll resolve
it just as we did with Social Security in 1983, with a nonpartisan
commission. Ronald Reagan got together with Tip O'Neill and Howard
Baker, two Republicans and one Democrat. They appointed a
commission. I was on that commission. We resolved -- we rescued
Social Security.

We suggested, I think it's been over a year ago now, we do the
same with Medicare, and the White House called it a gimmick. Now,
last week, I guess it was, Donna Shalala said, well, we'll cut
Medicare $100 billion and appoint a commission.

It will probably have to be done by a commission. Take it out
of politics. I think if I were a senior citizen, I'd be a little
fed up with all these ads scaring seniors, scaring veterans and
scaring students about education. When you don't have any ideas,
you don't have any agenda, and all you have is fear, that's all you
can use. We have ideas in the Dole-Kemp campaign, and we'll rescue
Medicare as we did Social Security.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Their idea was to have the poorest seniors
in the country pay $270 more a year this year. Their idea was a
budget that the American Hospital Association said could close 700
hospitals. Their idea was to charge everybody more out-of-pocket
costs in their budget that I vetoed -- not in an election, sir, I
told them in early 1995.

Senator Dole said 30 years ago he was one of 12 people that
voted against Medicare and he was proud of it. A year ago he said,
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"I was right then, I knew it wouldn't work." American seniors have
the highest life expectancy in the world. We need to reform it,
not wreck it.

MR. LEHRER: Next question from here, and it's for Senator
Dole. Yes, ma'am, right here.

Q Senator Dole, I would like to know what would be your
first step in reforming welfare.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, we've taken the first step -- took three
steps. Twice we sent welfare reform to the President and he vetoed
it. On the third time we sent welfare reform to the President he
signed it, but announced he would change it next year. And the
Vice President said they were going to do something else through
the line item veto, which I've never understood, but that's sort of
inside baseball.

What we need to do is make certain we try to return people to
work. And I'm standing here as someone who a long time ago, as a
county attorney in Russell, Kansas -- one of our jobs every month
was to do all the welfare checks and sign them. And three of those
checks were my grandparents. So I know what it's like to have to
lock welfare head on.

Obviously, some people are going to need help. This is the
United States of America. You're not going to go without food and
you're not going to go without medical care. This is America. But
at the same time, if you want to get off Medicare, get back in the
mainstream, we're going to provide jobs. We're going to say you
have a five-year limit you can be on welfare, you've got two years
to look for a job. We provided more money for day care in a bill
that passed the Senate, was vetoed, then it came back. The
President signed pretty much the same bill.

But this is an important issue. I don't think we ought to be
giving welfare payments to illegal immigrants. And it puts a heavy
burden on a state like -- except for emergencies. It puts a heavy
burden on states like California. It costs California taxpayers
$3 billion a year.

MR. LEHRER: President Clinton.

SENATOR DOLE: 1I'll get out of your way here.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: 1It's illegal right now and has been for
vears for illegal immigrants to get welfare benefits.

Let me say that this is one of the most important issues in
the world to me. I started working on welfare reform in 1980
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because I was sick of seeing people trapped in a system that was
increasingly physically isolating them and making their kids more
vulnerable to get in trouble. So I've been working on it when I
was governor for a long time. When I became President, I used the
authority I had in this law to get out from under certain federal
rules to help states move people to work. We've reduced welfare
rolls by 2 million already.

Now, I've got a plan with this new welfare reform law to work
with the private sector to give private employers specific tax
incentives to hire people off welfare and to do some other things
which will create more jobs in the private sector, at least a
million, to move more people from welfare to work. It's very
important. And I hope we get a chance to talk about this more.
There is not a more important issue.

I still remember a woman that I met 10 years ago who said she
wanted to get off welfare so her kids could tell -- give an answer
when they say "what does your mother do for a job." I met that
woman again. She's got four kids; one has got a good job, one is
studying to be a doctor, one is in technical school, one is an
honor student in high school. I want to make more people like that
woman, Lilly Harden. So I've got a plan to do it, and it's just
beginning.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, another thing we can do -- we talk about
growth -- we've got a great economic package, which I hope we will
discuss later -- an across-the-board tax cut, child credit, $500
per child under 18, reduce the capital gains rate, create more jobs
and opportunities for people on and off welfare.

We have other provisions. Less litigation. The trial lawyers
-— big supporters of the President. The trial lawyers, of course
they like lawsuits. Every time they have a bill on veto, the
President vetoes it for them.

We've got to understand in America that we've got to have
growth, create more jobs and more opportunities in the private
sector. The President takes credit for all of these people off
welfare -- the governors did that. Federal government doesn't do
that. And the government doesn't create jobs, they're created in
the private sector.

MR. LEHRER: This section. Question. Yes, ma'am on the back
row. This is for the President.

Q Mr. President, I'm a landlord. My question is, does your
M

party have any future plans to reduce the capital gains tax,
especially for retired Americans?
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PRESIDENT CLINTON: First of all, we have a big plan to reduce
capital gains tax when people sell their homes. Part of my tax
package which is paid for in my balanced budget plan would exempt
up to half a million dollars in gains for people when they sell
their home, which I think is the biggest capital gains we could
give to most ordinary Americans.

We also have a capital gains now for people that invest in new
small businesses and hold the investment for five years. It was
part of our other economic plan. And these are things I think that
will go a long way toward helping Amerlca build a stronger economy
and a better tax system.

I think the most important thing to emphasize, though, is that
we also have to help people in other ways to build a stronger
economy. And we can't have any tax cut that's not paid for.

One of the big differences between Senator Dole and myself is
that I told you how I'm going to pay for every penny of the tax
cuts 1 recommend. We've worked hard to bring this deficit down,
and that's helped people in the real estate business, because the
interest rates are lower. We've got home ownership at a 15-year
high. We've got this country going in the right direction.

SO we can have a tax cut, but my priority would be to help the
families who need it with child rearing and education and buying a
first-time home, and helping for health care costs. So from you
business, helping in buying the first-time home, exempting the
capital gains on the sale of the home would be the most important
things that you asked about.

MR. LEHRER: Senator Dole.

SENATOR DOLE: What the President didn't tell you is that all
his tax cuts expire in the year 2000, but all his increases go on
forever. That's the liberal approach. You know, give you a little
tax cut, give you a couple years; then make the tax increases go
on forever. So the net tax increase in his plan 1is somewhere
between $60 billion and $80 billion.

We have in the Dole-Kemp economic plan -- unless your home is
worth over $500,000 -- and if it is, I appreciate it, congratulate
you -- but in any event, no taxes. And it's a good idea. They saw

it and picked it up and put in theirs, but it's only temporary.
Ours is permanent.

Ours is a good plan -- create jobs and opportunities. Capital
gains rate, cut it in half, cut it from 28 percent to 14 percent.
There are $7 trillion in assets locked up in America. If we cut
the capital gains rate -- I'm told every day, I got a letter from
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a former constituent in Kansas saying, I want to sell property in
California, put it in my business in Kansas. I can't because the
capital gains rate is too high.

We need to get the economy going. That will help Social
Security. That will create more jobs. That will help people who
want to get off welfare. It's the American way.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Before Senator Dole left the Senate, he
and Mr. Gingrich also were recommending that we pass these tax cuts
only insofar as we could pay for them. And we all assume that the
tax cuts will be permanent, but we have to prove we can pay for
them.

After he left the Senate, we abandoned that. That's why most
experts say that this tax scheme will blow a huge hole in the
deficit, raise interest rates and weaken the economy . And that
will take away all the benefits of the tax cut with a weaker
economy. That's why we have to balance the budget. And I'll tell
you how I'm going to pay for anything I promise you line-by-line.
You should expect that from both of us.

MR. LEHRER: All right. The next question is for Senator
Dole. Yes, ma'am, right there.

Q I'm a third-year student at U.C.-San Diego. And I Jjust
want to say that it's a great honor representing the voices of
America. My question 1s concerning you, Mr. Dole. All the

controversy regarding your age, how do you feel you can respond to
young voices of America today and tomorrow?

SENATOR DOLE: Well, I think age is very -- you know, wisdom
comes from age, experience and intelligence. And if you have some
of each -- and I have some age, some experience, some intelligence
-- (laughter) -- that adds up to wisdom.

I think it also is a strength, it's an advantage. And I have
a lot of young people work in my office, work in my campaign. Now,

this is about America. This is about -- somebody said earlier, one
of the first questions, we're together. It's one America, one
nation.

I'm looking at our economic plan because I'm concerned about
the future for young people. I'm looking about drugs. The
President's been AWOL for four years. I'm looking about crime.
He'll claim credit now for crime going down, but it happens because
mayors and governors and others have brought crime down. Rudy
Giuliani, Mayor of New York, brought crime down 25 percent just in
New York City. But, of course, the President will take credit for
that.
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My view is, we want to find jobs and opportunities and
education. This year, the Republican Congress -- student loans
went from $24 billion to $36 billion over the next six years -- a
50-percent increase. It's the highest appropriation ever -- 5$6
billion for Pell Grants -- very, very important. We've also raised
the amount of each Pell Grant.

In our economic plan, the $500 child credit can be used for
young people -- rolled over and over and over. Of course, not this
age, but if you have a child two years old, seven percent interest,
it will be worth about $18,000 by the time that child is ready for
college.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I can only tell you that I don't think
Senator Dole is too old to be president. It's the age of his ideas
that I guestion. You're almost not old enough to remember this,
but we've tried this before, promising people an election year tax
cut that's not paid for.

SENATOR DOLE: We tried it last time you were in.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Tell them they can have everything you've
got. And let me just say this. Did you hear him say that Congress
just voted to increase student loans and scholarships? They did
after he left. The last budget he led cut Pell Grants, cut student
loans, I vetoed it when they shut the government down.

My plan would give students a dollar-for-dollar reduction for
the cost of a typical community college tuition, a $10,000
deduction a year for the cost of college tuition, would let
families save in an IRA and withdraw tax-free to pay for the cost
of education. And it's all paid for.

My whole administration is about your future. It's about what
the 21st century is going to be like for you. BAnd I hope you'll
look at the ideas in it. Thank you.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, when you don't have any ideas, I guess
just say the other person's ideas are old. As I said earlier, they
don't have any ideas. Their idea is to raise taxes and spend more
money. That's the liberal philosophy. If that's what you like,
you've got a perfect candidate.

When President Clinton came to California in 1992, he said the
centerpiece of my first four years is going to be a middle class

tax cut. All of you who got that tax cut, congratulations --
because you got a big tax increase. You got a $265-billion tax
increase. And he stands here and says, politicians who make

promises like that ought to be ignored. Well, he made the promise.
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I keep my word. And you'll have a tax cut. It will help you in
whatever you're going to do in the next few years.

Thank you.

MR. LEHRER: The next question is for President Clinton and
it's from -- yes, ma'am.

0 My question is, do you feel that America has grown enough
and has educated itself enough to totally cut out affirmative
action?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: No, ma'am, I don't. I am against guotas.
I'm against giving anybody any kind of preference for something
they're not qualified for. But because I still believe that there
is some discrimination and that not everybody has an opportunity to
prove they're qualified, I favor the right kind of affirmative
action.

I've done more to eliminate programs and to erase affirmative
action programs I didn't think were fair and to tighten others up
than my predecessors have, since affirmative action has been
around. But I have also worked hard to give people the chance to
prove that there are qualified.

Let me just give you some examples. We've doubled the number
of loans from the Small Business Administration, tripled the number
of loans to women business people -- no one unqualified. Everybody
had to meet the standards. We've opened 260,000 new jobs in the
military to women since I've been President, but the Joint Chiefs
say we're stronger and more competent and solid than ever.

And let me give you another example of what I mean. To me,
affirmative action is making that extra effort. 1It's sort of like
what Senator Dole did when he sponsored the Americans With
Disabilities Act and said to certain stores, okay, you've got to
make 1t accessible to people 1in wheelchairs. We weren't
guaranteeing anything -- anybody anything, except the chance to
prove they were qualified, the chance to prove that they could do
it.

And that's why I must say I agree with General Colin Powell,
that we're not there yet. We ought to keep making those extra
effort affirmative action programs the law and the policy of the
land.

MR. LEHRER: Senator Dole.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, we may not be there yet, but we're not
going to get there by giving preferences and quotas. I supported
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that route for some time. And, again, I think it gets back to
experience -- a little experience, a 1little age, a little
intelligence. And I noted that nobody was really benefitting

except a very small group at the top. The average person wasn't
benefitting. People who had the money were benefitting. People
who got all the jobs were benefitting.

It seems to me that we ought to support the California civil
rights initiative. It ought to be not based on gender or ethnicity

or color -- or disability. I'm disabled, and I shouldn't have a
preference. I would like to have one in this race, come to think
of it, but I don't get one. Maybe we can work that out -- I get a
10-point spot. (Laughter.)

This is America. No discrimination. Discrimination ought to
be punished. But there ought to be equal opportunity. We ought to
reach out and make certain everybody has a chance to participate.
Equal opportunity, but we cannot guarantee equal results in
America. That's not how America became the greatest country on the
face of the Earth.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I have never supported quotas. I have
always been against them -- don't favor equal results. But I do
favor making sure everybody has a chance to prove they're
competent. :

The reason I have opposed that initiative is because I'm
afraid it will end those extra effort programs. Again I say, think
of the Americans With Disabilities Act. Make an effort to put a
ramp up there so someone in a wheelchair can get up. You don't
guarantee that they get the job; you guarantee they have a chance
to prove their competence.

And as I said, this is not a partisan thing with me. General
Powell, Colin Powell said the same thing. He fears that the
initiative will take away the extra effort program. No preferences
to unqualified pecple, no quotas, but don't give up on making an
extra effort until you're sure everybody has a chance to prove
they're qualified.

MR. LEHRER: All right, the next question is for Senator Dole
and it comes from this section right here. The back row there, in
the blue shirt. Yes, sir?

Q Senator Dole, how do you reduce taxes and balance the
budget?

SENATOR DOLE: Oh, I'm glad you asked. What's your first
name? (Laughter.) I first want to say the President didn't quite
give you all of the stuff on quotas, because the Justice Department
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entered what we call the Piscataway case up in New Jersey. It's
pretty clear that was a quota case, and just because one teacher
was white and one teacher was black and they had the same
qualifications, they decided who would stay there.

It shouldn't be that way.

Now, the President can say, well, he wants to mend it, not end
it. There are 168 federal programs that allow quotas, he ended
one. Now, this economic package -- Tim, I'm glad you asked,
because you look like the type that might be able to benefit from
a 15-percent across-the-board tax cut and $500 -per-child tax
credit for state tax relief, which you're not interested in right
now, but capital gains rate reduction. If you're taking care of an
elderly parent, you get a $1,000 deduction. We think that's very
important because a lot of people take care of their parents

How do we pay for it? We're going to have a constitutional
amendment to balance the budget, which the President opposed and
defeated. He twisted arms, got six Democrats to vote with him, we
lost by one vote. We're going to balance the budget by the year
2002.

The President wants to spend 20 percent more over the next six
vears; I want to spend 14 percent more and give that six percent
back to the people. Remember, it's your money. It's not his money
and it's not my money. It's your money and you shouldn't have to
apologize for wanting to keep all you can of it. He ought to
apologize for wanting to take more and more. He wants to give you
sort of a government tax cut which really doesn't mean anything.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: You know, one of the responsibilities of
growing older, it seems to me, 1is being able to tell people
something they may not want to hear just because it's true. When
they had a $250-billion tax scheme -- that is half the size of this
one, this one is $550 billion -- they passed a budget that had $270
billion in Medicare cuts, the first education cuts in history, cut
environmental enforcement by 25 percent, took away the guarantee of
quality standards in nursing homes, took away the guarantee of
health care to folks with disabilities.

Don't take my word for this. The Economist Magazine told lots
of economists -- seven Nobel Prize winners have said, if this tax
scheme passes, it will require huge cuts, 40 percent in the
environment, in law enforcement, in education, it will require
bigger cuts in Medicare than I vetoed last time.

My targeted tax cut gives tax cuts for education,
child-rearing, buying a first-time home, paying for health care
costs, and it's paid for. And I've told you how I'll pay for it;
he won't tell you because he can't.
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SENATOR DOLE: Your targeted tax cut, Mr. President, never
hits anybody. That's the problem with it, nobody ever gets it.
But I must say, I'm a little offended by this word "scheme." You .
talked about it last time -- you talked about a risky scheme and
then Vice President Gore repeated it about 10 times in St.
Petersburg.

If I have anything in politics, it's my word. My colleagues,
Democrats and Republicans, will tell you that Bob Dole kept his
word. I'm going to keep my word to you. I'm going to keep my word
to the American -- we're going to cut taxes and balance the budget.
We're not going to touch Medicare, it's going to grow 39 percent,
and Social Security is going to grow 34 percent.

Now, the President doesn't have any ideas so he's now trashing
ours. This isn't going to blow a hole in the deficit. He promised
you a tax cut in 1992. And if you got one, you ought to vote for
him.

MR. LEHRER: The next question is for the President. Yes sir,
right there.

Q I'm a martial arts instructor and a father. Mr.
President, could you outline any plans you have to expand the
Family Leave Act?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you. Well, first let me say that I
signed the Family Leave Act, it was my very first bill. And I'm
very proud of it because it symbolizes what I think we ought to be
doing. I don't take credit for all the good things that have
happened in America, but I take credit for what I've tried to do to
work with others to make good things happen.

The most important good things that happen in America happen
in families. Just about every family I know, their main concern is
how am I going to succeed at work and still do right by my
children. Family and Medical Leave has let 12 million families
take a little time off for the birth of a child or a family illness
without losing their job. 1I'd like to see it expanded in two ways.

I'd like to say you can also take a little time off without
losing your job to go to a regular parent-teacher conference or to
go to a regular doctor's appointment with a family member. I'd
also like to see the overtime laws change so that we could have
some more flex time, so that at the discretion of the worker —-- the
worker -- 1if you earn overtime you could decide whether you want
that time to be taken in cash or in time with your family, if
you've got a family problem.
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I never go anywhere, it seems like, where I don't meet
somebody who's benefitted from the Family Leave law. In Longview,
Texas, the other day I met a woman who was almost in tears because
she had been able to keep her job while spending time with her
husband who had cancer. One of the people who's here with me today
met a woman in the airport saying that her son just was able to be
present at the birth of his child because of the Family Leave law.

So, yes, I think it should be expanded. We have to hep people
succeed at home and at work.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, 88 percent of the people the President
claims, 11 million are already covered. And only five percent --
keep in mind, only five percent of the employers were even affected
by the Family Leave Act. '

We had a better idea. We didn't win, but we had a better
idea. Now that we have a majority we get a President -- that was
a tax credit to the employer. Instead of the federal government
reaching out, we had a tax credit. Pickups come with a cost
because if you have to hire replacement workers, that's a cost.

This is the way it ought to work: Give more power back to the
states and back to the people, back to the taxpayers. Not always
the long arm of the federal government.

But keep in mind this bill covers 5 percent of the employers;
95 percent of the employers and those who employees they employ are
not covered in this act. And according to Investors Daily, which
I read just a couple of days ago, 88 percent of the people he
claims credit for were already covered in collective bargaining
agreements or other agreements.

We had family leave in our office. I see my friend Senator
Mitchell -- he had family leave. I work every day with people.
I've spent a lot of time in hospitals. I know what it's like to be
in a hospital. Sure, we want family leave, but there is a better
way to do it.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I only have 30 seconds; I can't fix the
statistics. It covers the majority of the work force. Employers
of under 50 are exempted. The bill originally covered employers of
25 and more, but because of opposition we went up to 50. Senator
Dole led the opposition to it. He filibustered it. He said it was
a mistake. He said it would hurt the economy. We have had record
numbers of new small businesses and 10.5 million jobs. It didn't
hurt the economy. He still believes it's a mistake. I believe it
was right. You can decide which of us you think are right. 1It's
up to you.
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MR. LEHRER: Next question for Senator Dole. Yes, ma'am.

Q I'm a wife and mother of two sons, and my question for
you, Senator Dole is, as the wife of a San Diego business owner, I
see one of our biggest problems is the U.S. does not manufacture
enough of our own products. How would you help this problem out?

SENATOR DOLE: Well, right, we've lost 357,000 manufacturing
jobs, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics said today that they made
a mistake. It's probably going to be a much, much higher figure.
So we're talking about all these new jobs -- we had better wait and
see what the results are.

We're going to do that with a more aggressive trade policy.
We're going to do that with an economic package. We're going to do

that with regulatory reform. You know, regulation costs the
average family, right here, Democrat or Republican, about $7,000 a
year -- $7,000 -- like a tax, put a lot of people out of business.

I met a lady in Colorado Springs about seven weeks ago now.
She had a small business with 63 employees. She finally gave it
up. Why? Because of paperwork and regulations. Congress passed
the Paperwork Reduction Act. The President exempted the IRS, which
creates three-fourths of the paperwork.

We're going to have regulatory -- we're going to have
litigation reform. You know, I fell off a platform in California,
in Chico, a while back. Before I hit the ground, my cell phone
rang and this trial lawyer says, I think we've got .a case here.
(Laughter.) We've got to stop some of these frivolous lawsuits
that are putting people out of business, men and women.

Get the economy going. Cut the capital gains rate. Create
more Jjobs and opportunities for everybody in America. That's what
we will do. And my word is good. I keep my promises. I don't

break my promises after the election, and I don't make new promises
on an election year. We're going to get it done. We're going to
grow some of these jobs in America, because we need to get --
they're going the wrong way.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let's look at the facts. We lost a lot of
manufacturing Jjobs in the 12 vyears before I became President.
We've gained manufacturing jobs since I've been President. We've
negotiated over 200 separate trade agreements. Let's just take
California. In California we made $37 billion worth of
telecommunication equipment eligible for exports for the first
time. We're selling everything from telephones to CDs to rice in
Japan.

We're selling American automobiles in Japan now. I visited a
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Chrysler dealership in Japan. We're number one in automobile
manufacturing, production and sales around the world again for the
first time since the 1970s. Why? Because we've had tough,

aggressive trade policies and because we've got interest rates down
and we had a good, stable economic policy; because we've reduced
the deficit four years in a row for the first time in the 20th
century that a President has done that in all four years.

And that's why I don't want to see it blow a big hole in the
deficit with a tax program we can't pay for, so your interest rates
will go up and you'll have to pay back in higher interest rates
what you allegedly will get in a tax cut.

So I say keep working on expanding the market. More than half
of these 10.5 million new jobs are in higher wage areas. And we'll
have more manufacturing and more sales at home and around the
world.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, you may think the biggest employer in
America 1s General Motors, but I've got news for you -- 1it's
Manpower Services, hiring people temporarily who have lost their
jobs and they go to work for 30 days or 60 days. That's a good
economy? I don't think so. We're setting new records this year.

We have the worst economy in a century. We've had the slowest
growth, about 2.5 percent.. The President inherited a growth of
over 5 percent. We don't have the S&L crisis anymore. Republicans
have cut $53 billion in spending. That's why the budget looked
good. It didn't look too good the first two years when we had a
Democratic President and a Democratic Congress.

MR. LEHRER: The next question is for President Clinton. Yes,
sir.

Q I'm a travel agent. And can you please explain your
policy on the Employment Nondiscrimination Act that would have
prohibited discrimination, would have prohibited people from being
fired from their jobs simply for being gay or lesbian?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I'm for it. That's my policy. I'm for
it. I believe that any law-abiding, tax-paying citizen who shows
up in the morning and doesn't break the law and doesn't interfere
with his or her neighbors ought to have the ability to work in our
country and shouldn't be subject to unfair discrimination. I'm for
it.

I have a little time left, so let me just say that I get
attacked so many times on these questions it's hard to answer all
those things. In February -- Senator Dole just said we had the
worst economy in a century. In February he said we had the best
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economy in 30 years. 1In February. And I don't want to respond in
kind to all of these things. I could. I could answer a lot of
these things tit for tat, but I hope we can talk about what we're
going to do 1in the future. No attack ever created a job or
educated a job or helped a family make ends meet. No insults ever
cleaned up a toxic waste dump or helped an elderly person.

Now, for four years, that's what I've worked on. If you will
give me four years more, I'll work on it some more. And I'll try
to answer these charges, but I would prefer to emphasize direct
answers for the future and I gave you a direct answer.

MR. LEHRER: Senator Dole?

SENATOR DOLE: Well, I'm opposed to discrimination in any
form, but I don't favor creating special rights for any group.
That would be my answer to this question. And I'm -- it would be
special rights for different groups in America. But I'm totally
opposed to discrimination. Don't have any policy against hiring
anyone for his lifestyle or whatever -- we don't have any policy of
that kind, never have had in my office or will we have 1in the
future.

But as far as special rights, I'm opposed to same-sex
marriages, which the President signed well after midnight one
morning, in the dark of night, he opposed it. But I'll get back to
the economic package, because, again, I think this 1is very
important.

If there's anything that's going to change America, it's to
get the economy to grow. The President inherited a good economy --
sure. The S&L crisis ended, we're selling assets, we've got a
Republican Congress cutting spending finally, and he says he had
the best four years ever.

That's not true. We had over 1.2 million bankruptcies -- set

a new record. Credit card debts never been higher. I just told
~you about this manufacturing job loss which is going to increase.
We need a good, strong economic package, but the private sector
creates the jobs and they can do it.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: 1If you believe that the California economy
was better in 1992 than it is today, you should vote for Bob Dole.

I have worked so hard out here to help turn this economy
around. Let me just give you one tiny example. In San Diego,
where we had some defense cutbacks, we funded a project with the
University of California at San Diego to use airplane composite
materials to build lighter, stronger bridges -- a little project
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and a program that Senator Dole opposed. And that composite now is
going to be built around the bridges on the Santa Monica Freeway to
help minimize the impact of earthquakes and create more jobs.

That's just one tiny example. Maybe will talk about some more
before it's over.

MR. LEHRER: Next question is for Senator Dole. Yes, ma'am.

Q Senator Dole, I work in health care, and it's truly an
honor to be here tonight to address both of you. Being in health
care -- we have talked a little bit about health care tonight, but

mainly Medicaid and Medicare have been mentioned. But the private
sector 1s a problem.

Managed care 1is taking over, especially in California. And
because of that, the quality of care is going downhill. There are
many, many people who cannot get the tests that they need when they
need them. And because of that, they are dying needlessly. There
are many, many more lawsuits being presented against the managed

care industry because of this. And I think it's a real problem
that needs to be addressed. What would you do 1f you were
President?

SENATOR DOLE: Well, one thing I did was to oppose the

government takeover of health care that Preéesident Clinton offered
in 1993, which created 17 new taxes and 50 new bureaucracies and
price controls. Because we were afraid the very thing vyou
mentioned would have happened -- everybody would have been forced
into managed care. You couldn't have chosen your own doctor, and
that would have been the end.

And I think right now we've got to go back -- I know they've
appointed a commission to take a look at managed care. Maybe
that's part of the answer. But it seems to me, if we start taking
choices away from people and if we drive them into one type care,
if we eliminate fee-for-service altogether, or eliminate the fact
that you can go to your doctor, you've got to go somewhere else,
then I think we've taken a giant step backward in the United States
of America.

We have the best health care delivery system in the world, and
we want to keep it that way. That's why we opposed the government
takeover health care plan that President Clinton tried and tried
and tried to get through Congress. He didn't get it done. When it
ended up we had more votes than he had, then they decided to pull
the plug. It was a big, big mistake. Now, whether or not he'll do

that again -- I've heard some of the people say, well, that's the
model we ought to use, and if he's reelected maybe he'll come back
and try it again. I hope not. I hope not in both cases.
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But it does seem to me that you've raised a very important
point that needs to be addressed. You're going to have to watch
it, going to have to take a look at all the managed care going on
in California, or we're going to end up losing our -- best care
that we have in the world.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I'm just curious, how many of you are
under managed care plan? Raise your hand if you're in & managed
care plan.

SENATOR DOLE: ~-- young people here,
PRESIDENT CLINTON: How many of you like it? Well --
SENATOR DOLE: Two.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: One of the things that I tried to do was
to make sure that everybody in the country who was under a managed
care plan should at least have three choices of plan and would have
the right to get out without penalty every year. That's not a
government takeover. That's like the Family and Medical Leave law
-— it just tries to set the rules of the game.

I'm strongly in favor of a federal bill to repeal any gag
rules on providers. In other words, I believe that doctors should
not be able to be kicked out of managed care plans just because
they tell the patient what they need and what more expensive care
options might be. If we're saving money and managing resources
better, that's a good thing. If we're saving money and depriving
people of care, that's a bad thing. A good place to start is to
say, no managed care provider can gag a doctor and kick the doctor
out of the managed care plan for the doctor telling a patient you
need a more expensive test, you need a more expensive procedure,
your health requires it.

MR. LEHRER: Senator Dole?

SENATOR DOLE: Well, I don't have any quarrel with that; I
think that would help. But I think what we want to avoid is
falling back into this nationalized health care system that
President Clinton wanted to give us in 1993. If that isn't a
liberal idea, I've never heard one: 17 new taxes, price controls,
50 new bureaucracies. We've have that trouble all over America.
We need to deal with managed care. It not only has happened in
California, it's happening in other states that we visit, too.
It's a national problem, not just a state problem.

MR. LEHRER: The next question is for President Clinton in
this section. Yes, ma'am?
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Q I teach history and political science at San Diego Mesa
College, right up the road here. I'd like to tee off from the
original question by another teacher and speak for those people
that aren't here tonight -- 63 percent of the American people are
not participating that are eligible to vote, not even participating
in the process. Several parties can't even get into the debates.
The Green Party, the Reform Party, the Natural Law Party -- all of
these people have basically opted out of what we're still
participating in. And if we, in fact, are going to bring the
country back together and be all faces around the table -- the new
American family -- what do you see as something the president can
do to bring that process to bring them back in?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: First of all, I think it's important to
make voting more accessible. That's why I strongly supported the
Motor Voter law. There was a big story I think in USA Today about
the millions of people who have now registered because of it.

Secondly, I think we need to look at making the elections more
accessible. You know, several states now are letting people vote
over three weeks. A lot of people are busy and it's hard for them
to just get there and vote.

The third thing I think we need is more forums like this,
which is one of the reasons why I have so strongly supported
campaign finance reform, because if you want to cut the costs of
campaigns, you have to open the air waves, because what drives the
costs of campaigns are the costs of advertising on television,
radio, newspaper, mass mailings.

And if you open the air waves to more things like this -- you
see, 1t's not just you that are participating here. For every one
of you who stood up here and asked a question tonight, I promise
you, there's 100,000 Americans who say I wish I could have asked
that question. So I think we have to change the nature of
politics.

The last thing I think we should do is something I've been
trying do to since I've been President, is, every time I do
something in a public way, I try to have a real American citizen
there who is directly affected by it so that people can see the
connection of what happens way across the country in Washington
with more police on the street in San Diego, clean up the sewage
here in San Diego, doubling the border guards here in southern
California, that there is a connection between what we do way back
there and what we do here. Those are my best ideas about it.

SENATOR DOLE: I don't know of any perfect solution. I've
been in politics for some time and I worry about people who don't
vote, and I wonder if it's our fault, the candidates' fault.
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People say I don't care, one vote doesn't make a difference. I can
give you hundreds of cases ~- you can probably give me 200 cases
where one vote made a difference. I know it made a lot of
difference many times in the Congress.

Campaign finance might help, might help contributions coming
in from Indonesia or other foreign countries, rich people from
those countries, and then being sent back after the L.A. Times
discovers it -- $250,000. But maybe there ought to be more
debates. 1I'd be willing to have another debate this year, where
we can invite all the candidates and talk about the economy. If we
don't get the economy to grow, if we don't cut taxes and give
people child credit and cut the capital gains rate and get this
economy growing, we're going to limp into the next century. If we
grow the economy, it's going to help Social Security, going to help
jobs, going to help everything.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let me make one other suggestion. Because
you're a teacher, you can have an impact on that. One of the
things I think that really frustrates people 1is that so often
political campaigns seem to be more about the politicians that are
running than the people. Now, there is a connection. I think what
we have to do is convince the people there is a big difference. 1If
you vote one way, you will have a Department of Education in the
21st century. If you vote the other way, you won't. If you vote
one way, you'll have an expansion of family leave. If you vote the
other way, you'll be lucky to save it.

But these are important questions, and people have to decide.
I think that the American people also need to be a little more
responsible and think about whether there is a connection between
their lives and what we do in Washington.

MR. LEHRER: For Senator Dole, in this section. The back row.
Yes, ma'am.

Q I'm unemployed. Senator Dole, we talked about Social
Security for the baby boomers, but shouldn't we be saving and
investing for our own retirement as well? Are you planning any
incentives to encourage us to take care of ourselves rather than to
rely on the government and on Social Security when we retire?

SENATOR DCLE: Well, we have 1in our economic package
Individual Retirement Accounts we think will encourage savings.
You could also use those accounts for health care or education or
a first home. We're doing that precisely. And I think one thing
sooner or later we're going to have to consider is to take a look
at the Social Security system. Because we've got a lot of people
advocating that, well, we don't want to put our money into Social
Security. Now, you've got to be very careful about that. You have
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to protect the people that are already in the pipeline.

That's something you might consider. I'm not suggesting it
will be done, but at least we ought to look at it. When I was
chairman of the Finance Committee, which handles Social Security,
we looked at all these options. And one thing we've got to make
certain -- when I used to go home my mother would tell me, all I've
got is my Social Security, don't touch it. And we didn't touch it.
We preserved it.

And I'm an optimist. Your Social Security is going to be
there when you retire. We'll fix it. It will probably happen in
the year 2012 or 2015. 1In 1983 we thought we had a 75-year fix.
It didn't work. 1It's much, much less; but at least we fixed it for
some time and 37 million to 40 million people get their checks on
time.

But we need to preserve the system. And we need to make it
stronger. But we also need to look at some options, whether or not
we -—- 1t depends on what the options are. In fact, I've got a
commission right now in Congress, a bipartisan commission, looking
at all the different options they're going to present for the next
Congress. So I think we'll wait and see what they present and take
a look at it.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: This is one where we have some agreement,
I think. Only about half the people in this country have pension
plans. And Social Security is not enough for a lot of people to
live on, or at least it's not enough for them to maintain anything
like their previous lifestyle. We've got to figure out how we're
going to have more people with pension plans. And pension coverage
has been declining as more and more people work for small
businesses and fewer people work for big businesses.

So what is in my plan -- and I think it's almost identical to
what's in Senator Dole's plan -- is we make more people that are
now eligible to save in an IRA and we let couples, married couples,
save more. And then they could withdraw from it tax-free if they
needed to for medical emergencies or to buy a home or for an
education. But they could also save to supplement their
retirement.

In addition to that, we just passed a sweeping small business
reform that makes it easier for small business people to take out
401 (k) plans for themselves and their employees; and then much
easier for employees to carry it from job to job. My best friend
from grade school is a computer software salesman. And he told me
the last time he changed employers it took him nine months to
figure out how to transfer his 401 (k) plan. Now none of that will
happen anymore.
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And so I hope that over the next 10 years you'll see a big
increase in the percentage of people that have pension plans plus
a secure Social Security system.

SENATOR DOLE: Did you say you're unemployed? The first thing
I'd do is get you a job. (Laughter.) And that's the economic
package, again -- create jobs and opportunity; reduce the capital
gains rate; reduce regulatory reform; stop some of the senseless
litigation and let people work in America. And I think that's the
thrust we will make.

Obviously, Social Security is a very important program. It
will be preserved -- Democrats or Republicans -- it will be
preserved. We want to make certain we protect those in the
pipeline, Jjust as we did back in 1983. And we did it on a
bipartisan basis. We took it out of politics. People get so tired
of politics. We ought to do the same with Medicare. Maybe we
could make a deal here tonight.

MR. LEHRER: All right, the question is for President Clinton.
Does anybody have a foreign affairs question in this section? Yes,
sir.

Q Good evening. I'm an electronics technician in the Navy.
My question was how you plan to deal with the trade deficit with
Japan?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let me tell you what we have done. We
have concluded with Japan 21, about to be 22 trade agreements now.
And since we did that, in the areas where we concluded trade
agreements, our exports to Japan have gone up by 85 percent in the
last four years. And our trade deficit with Japan has gone down.

Until about five months ago, the Japanese economy was in a
deep recession. It's coming back now. So they can buy even more
American products, and I think it will go down more.

But I'm very —- that's one of the real success stories here of
the work we've done. We're selling Japanese rice from California
for the first time. I visited a Chrysler dealership in Tokyo. I
visited a Jeep plant, the oldest auto plant in America in Toledo,
Ohio, where they're going to export 41,000 righthand-drive Jeeps
this year. And they've got 700 new jobs because of it.

There i1s no easy way to do this. When you're dealing with an
economy that's traditionally been more closed and one that's
traditionally been more open, you just have to gut it out issue by
issue by issue. We've agreed in principle on an insurance
agreement and we're working on three or four other areas now.
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But the way to do it is to make sure you're competitive --
we're the most competitive country in the world now -- and then
just fight to open those markets and go try to make a sale. And
that's what our Trade Ambassador, our Commerce Secretary, all the
other people in our administration have tried to do.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, the bottom line is, we've got to stop
exporting jobs. We need to keep jobs here. I said there's 357,000
good jobs, manufacturing jobs which are lost. And I assume some of
those because of our trading partners, we didn't have access to
their markets.

We ought to insist on access. If we don't have access to
their markets, the same way they have access to our markets then we
ought to say, wait a minute, that's enough, time out. When you

give us access, we'll give you access. It's very hard to get into
the Japanese market, as everybody knows.

If they want to get into our markets, they sell a lot of
automobiles here, create a lot of jobs, those who sell exports, and
it's very important to the economy. But I think we want to make
certain.

I supported the President's trade policies, but we've got to
be more aggressive. Once you have a policy, then you've got to go
out and be aggressive and enforce that policy. There are RAmerican
jobs that are being lost. That's what Ross Perot complains about.
And I'd say to the Reform Party, take a look at the Republican
Party. We're the reform party and we're going to make things
better, and one of the things we're going to do is stop exporting
jobs in America.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Let me say again: We've had over 200
separate trade agreements in the last four vyears. By far, the
largest number in American history -- not just the big ones you've
read about, but a lot of smaller ones.

Now, what we have to do is to focus on those things that we're
real good at and make sure we're getting a fair deal. We just had
a pretty serious dispute with China because they were copying our
CDs and costing thousands of jobs in places like California. So we
had -- we said, you know, if you want to keep doing business and
selling your products over here, you're going to have to quit
pirating our CDs. And they agreed to do a number of things and to
let us verify that they've done it, but I think they're going to
make the problem much better.

But there is not a simple, easy answer; you just have to work
on this day in and day out, every month, every year, every issue to
make sure that we have not only free trade but fair trade. I'm
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proud that we're better off on that than we were four years ago.

MR. LEHRER: All right, the next question is for Senator Dole.

Q This great nation has been established by the founding
fathers, who possessed a very strong Christian belief in Godly
principles. If elected President of the United States, what could
you do to return this nation to these basic principles; and, also,
do you feel that the office of the President has responsibility to
set the role -- to inspire our young people?

SENATOR DOLE: Well, no doubt about it, our founding fathers
had a great deal of wisdom. 1In addition to what you mentioned,
they also were concerned about this all-powerful central government
in Washington, D.C. that would, in effect, confiscate vyour
property.

So I carry around in my pocket -- I can't pull it out, I'd
violate the rules -- a copy of the 10th Amendment, which says that
we ought to return power to the states and power to the people, the
people here. You ought to make more decisions. Honor, duty and

country. That's what America is all about.

Certainly, the President of the United States, in the highest
office in the world, the most important office in the world has the
responsibility to young people -- we talked about earlier -- to
everyone by example. And when it comes to public ethics, he has
a responsibility.

When you have thirty-some in your administration who have
either left or are being investigated or in jail or whatever, then
you've got an ethical problem. It's public ethics. I'm not
talking about private. We're talking about public ethics. When
you have 900 files gathered up by some guy who was a bouncer in a
bar and hired as a security officer to collect files. In
Watergate, I know a person who went to jail for looking at one
file, on FBI file. They're are 900 sequestered in the White House
-- 900. People like you. Why should they be rifling through your
files?

So the President has a great responsibility and it's one that
I understand and would certainly carry out.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: This is the most religious, great country
in history. And, yet, interestingly enough, we have the most
religious freedom of any country in the world, including the
freedom not to believe. And now we have all these people, just up
the road in Los Angeles County we've got people from 150 different
racial and ethnic groups and they've got tons of different
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religions.

But the fundamental tenets of virtually every religion are the
same. And what I tried to do is to support policies that would
respect religion and then help parents inculcate those values for
their children. And let me very briefly give you some examples.

One of my proudest moments was signing the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, which says the government has got to bend over
backwards before we interfere with religious practices. So I
changed the Justice Department effort to get a church to pay back
a man's tithe because he was bankrupt when he gave it. I supported
character education programs in our schools, drug-free schools
programs. I supported giving parents a V-chip on their television
so 1f they don't want their young kids to watch things they
shouldn't watch, they wouldn't have to.

That's the kind of thing we need to do. Give people like you
and our families the power to give those values to our children.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, I think it's -- you know, before I came
in tonight my wife and daughter and I had a prayer because it's God
will; whatever happens, God's will, it will happen. A

constitutional amendment for voluntary prayer in school, in my
view, would be a great idea. I support it; the President opposes
it.

And it seems to me the President, whoever the President may
be, this is one of his highest responsibilities. People look to
the President of the United States more than any other person in
America, and that's the way it's always been, and that's the way
it always will be.

MR. LEHRER: All right. This is our last question. It goes
to President Clinton and it's from this section. Yes, ma'am.

Q I, too, am a minister. I am with Universal Fellowship of
Metropolitan Community Churches. President Clinton, perhaps you
can help me with something tonight. I've heard Mr. Dole say
several times, "all of us together." And when he was asked if he
would support equal rights in employment for gay and lesbian
people, you said that you favored that. And he said that he did
not believe in special rights. And I thought the question was,
equal rights for all people. And I don't understand why people are
using the term "special rights" when the question is equal rights.

Could you help me in understanding that?

PRESIDENT CLINTON: I want to answer your question, but let me
say one other thing. We don't need a constitutional amendment for
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kids to pray. And what I did was to have the Justice Department
and the Education Department, for the first time ever, issue a set
of guidelines that we gave to every school in America, saying that
children could not be interfered with in religious advocacy when
they were praying, when they were doing whatever they could do
under the constitution, just because they were on a public school
ground.

And I think anyone who has experienced this would tell you
that our administration has done more than any in 30 years to
clarify the freedom of religion in the public sguare, including in
the public schools.

Now, I think I have to let Senator Dole speak for himself. It
wouldn't be fair for me to do that. I would wind up -- I mean,
it's the last question. I'd mischaracterize it to try to make you
happy. (Laughter.) Let me tell you what I feel. We have a lot of
differences in our country, and some of us believe that other
pecple's decisions are wrong, even in morals. But under our
Constitution, if you show up tomorrow and obey the law and you work
hard and you do what you're supposed to do, you're entitled to
equal treatment. That's the way the system works.

All over the world people are being torn apart -- in Bosnia,
the Middle East, Northern Ireland, Rwanda, Burundi, you name 1it,
because of all of their differences. We still have some of that
hatred inside us. You see it in the church-burnings. And one of
the things I've tried hardest to do is to tell the American people
that we have to get beyond that, we have to understand that we're
stronger when we unite around shared values instead of being
divided by our differences.

MR. LEHRER: Senator Dole.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, I hope I've made my answer clear, that
I'm opposed to discrimination. We've suffered discrimination in
the disability community. There are 43 million of us, and I can
recall cases where people would cross the street rather than to
meet somebody in a wheelchair. So we want to end discrimination.
I think that answers itself. No discrimination in America. We've
made that clear.

And I would just say that it seems to me that that's the way
it ought to be. We shouldn't discriminate -- race, color, whatever
-- lifestyle, disability. This is America, and we're all proud of
it, but we're not there yet. But we need a good, strong leadership
going into the next century. I'm sorry we didn't have a foreign
policy question because just this week, Secretary Christopher said,
well, we didn't know much the first couple of years about foreign
policy. Now, that was quite an admission. It underscores what I
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had to say in the Hartford debate, that there is really no foreign
policy in this administration; it's sort of ad hoc, it's whatever
comes up, we'll deal with it. Unfortunately, we didn't have more
questions on that.

THE PRESIDENT: Let me say again, there is no more important
responsibility for the President than to say if you believe in the
Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of
Independence, that's all we need to know and you can be part of our
America and you can walk across that bridge to the 21lst century
with us.

And we are not well-served when we attack each other in a kind
of an ad hominem way. It doesn't create jobs. It doesn't educate
children. It doesn't solve problems. We need to be disagreeing on
ideas honestly and talking about the future. The future will be
the greatest time in this country's history if we can beat this
division that is bedeviling the whole rest of the world.

MR. LEHRER: All right, now we go to the closing statements.
Senator Dole, you're first. Two minutes, sir.

SENATOR DOLE: Well, let me thank everybody here at the
University; and Jim, thank you; all the people who may still be
watching or viewing. This is what it's all about. 1It's not about
me. It's not about President Clinton. It's about the process.
It's about selecting a President of the United States.

So we have our differences. We should have our differences.

You mentioned other parties, they have their differences. If we
all agreed, it would be a pretty dull place. We should have more
debates. I think we'll have another debate on the economy.

But I would just say this: This is the highest honor that
I've ever had in my life, to think that somebody from Russell,
Kansas, somebody who grew up in a basement apartment, somebody
whose parents didn't finish high schools, somebody who spent about
39 months in hospitals after World War II, somebody who uses a
button hook every day to get dressed, somebody who understands the
real Americans out there with real problems -- whether soccer moms
or the single parents or families or seniors or people with
disabilities, whoever it may be.

But there are some very fundamental differences in this
campaign. President Clinton opposes term limits. President
Clinton opposes a constitutional amendment to balance the budget.
President Clinton opposes a voluntary prayer amendment. He opposes
an amendment to protect the flag of the United States of America.
People give their 1lives -- a couple of servicemen here, they
sacrifice. They give everything for America. We ought to protect
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the American flag with a constitutional amendment.

But beyond that, we need to address the economy. And I would
just say, with my time running out here, it's a very proud moment
for me. And what I want the voters to do is to make a decision.
And T want them to be proud of their vote in the years ahead, proud
that they voted for the right candidate, proud that they voted,
hopefully, for me.

And I'll 3just make you one promise: My word 1is good.
Democrats and Republicans said Bob Dole's word is good. I keep my
word. I promise you the economy is going to get better, we're

going to have a good economic package, and we're going into the
next century a better America.

Thank you.

PRESIDENT CLINTON: Thank you, Jim, and thank you, ladies and
gentlemen, and all the people who are watching.

One thing I'd like to say is I agree with what Senator Dole
said, it's a remarkable thing in a country like ours that a man who
grew up 1n Russell, Kansas, and one who was born to a widowed
mother in Hope, Arkansas, could wind up running for President,
could have a chance to serve as President.

The first thing I want to say is, thank you for giving me the
chance to be President.

This election 1is about two different visions about how we
should go into the 21st century. Would we be better off, as I
believe, working together to give each other the tools we need to
make the most of our God-given potential? Or are we better off
saying, you're on your own? Would we better off building that
bridge to the future together, so we can all walk across it, or
saying, you can get across yourself?

If you don't leave this room with anything else tonight, and
if the people watching us don't leave with anything else, I hope
you will leave with this: This is a real important election. The
world is changing dramatically in how we work and how we live, how
we relate to each other -- huge changes. And the decisions we
make will have enormous practical consequences.

So we've talked about our responsibility tonight. I want to
talk about your responsibility and your responsibility. Your
responsibility is to show up on November 5th, because you're going
to decide whether we're going to balance the budget now, but
protect Medicare, Medicaid, education and the environment. You
will decide whether we're going to keep fighting crime with the
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Brady Bill, the assault weapons and finish putting those 100,000
police; whether we're going to move a million people from welfare
to work; whether we're going to give our families more protection
for their kids against drugs and tobacco and gangs and guns;
whether we're going to give our children world-class education
where every 8-year-old can read, every l1l2-year-old can log in on
the Internet, every 1l8-year-old can go to college.

If we do those things, we'll build that bridge to the 21lst
century, and the greatest country in history will be even greater.
Thank you.

MR. LEHRER: Thank you, Senator. Thank you, Mr. President.
This concludes -- this is the last of the three 1996 Presidential
and Vice Presidential debates. (Applause.)

END 7:30 P.M. PDT
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Debat_e Pfeparation
20 Questions By Subjcct Arca

I ECONOMIC
1. Hauston Comment — Taxes a Mistake?

a

Lehrer: You said in Houston, that it may surprisc people to know that you regret raising taxcs so
much. You said later you werc taken out of context. Tell us now; do you still stand by your tax
increase, and were you suggesting that you had to raisc taxcs more than you wanted (o, and that
Democrats in Congress forced you to raisc them higher?

Dole: Isn’t it the case, that you proposed an energy Lax four times the sizc of the onc passed by
Congress -- and you were so [ar out of the mainstream on taxes that even the liberal Democratic
Congress kept you from taxing more than you did?

2. Broken Middle Class Tax Cut Promise - Pledge

Lehrer: Four ycars ago, you sat here in these debates and not only promised a tax cut, but you
pronised that you would not raise taxes on people in the middle class. Four ycars before that,
George Bush promiscd to not raisc taxcs as well. Later, you both raised taxes. Why should any

one out there believe that the promiscs you make now on taxes are nothing more than cmpty
political promiscs?

Dole: Four years ago, Bill Clinton looked America in the eye and said he would cut taxes. Only
weeks after the election, he was already making plans to raise energy and social sceurity taxes on
all Americans -- not just the well of' -- because he said the deficit was higher than he thought

when everyone knew it was going higher. Why should anyonc have faith in you now? Will you

pledge tonight that you will not raisc any new taxes if you are clected or will you give another
wishy-washy statement?

3. 1993 Taxes a Good Thing?

Lehrer: You raised taxes in 1993 $250 billion -- maybe not the highest tax increase in history --
but certainly one of the highest. Your tax increase was mostly on the well-off, but it was also on
pas taxes and Social Security taxes. You have claimed that people do not understand your tax
increase. ITere is your ¢hanct. "Tell us whio you'raisced taxes on, why you did, and whether or not
it has been good for the economy, and if it was yood, would you do 1t again?

Dole: Mr. President, you have told the American people countless times that you only raised

‘laxes on the rich. Yet, you raised gas taxcs on ¢very American, and you raised Social Security

taxes on familics making as little as $34,000. Will you admit now that you did raisc taxes on the
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middle class, that older Amcricans making $34,000 are not rich, and explain why you said you
wcre going to cut their laxes and then turned around and raised their taxes?

4, Are we overtaxed?
Lehrer: Mr. President, do you leel Americans arc overtaxed, undertaxed, or are (axed just right?

Dole: Under Bill Clinton, taxcs as a pereentage of our economy -- according to his own

Commeree Department -- is at the highest in history. A family now works a half a ycar before

they have a right to one cent of their hard carned moncy, and a family now pays more on taxes
~ than they do on food, clothing and shelter.

S. Tax Reform — What Should We Do?

Lehrer: Many people who believe that the TRS is oppressive and that our current tax system is
complicated and outdated thought this year would be a referendum on tax reform. So far, ncither
of you has proposed a concrete tax reform proposal, but Scnator Dole and Jack Kemp have said
they want to cnd the IRS as we know it. Do you fecl the status quo is aceeptable or in need of
only marginal tinkering, or will you consider dramatic tax reform and simplification?

Dole: President Clinton likes the current system, because he doesn’t understand that it is your
money. Mr. President, why won’t you pledge that you will revamp the current systcm and go 1o a
[airer, flatter and simpler tax system?

MEDICARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY

6. Kear Approach — “Mediscarc”

Lehxer: Mr. President, while no one doubts that your attacks on the Republican’s Mcdicarc plan

have been an overwhelming political succcss, isn’t it the case that you too cut Medicare, and that

the difference between your two proposals are quitc small -- as little as $138 a ycar; that over 100
Democratic members of Congress have supported this level of savings - that they arc Icss than

Lhe savings in your own health care plan and that currently, you are exaggcrating the differences
for political advantagc?

Dole: FDR stated we have nothing (o fear but fear itsclf. This President thrives on providing fear
to thosc who have nothing to fear. The President says we would devastate Medicarc; that our
savings are extreme. Yet, the Concord Coalition says the difference between us is about 2-3 cents
on the dollar ($138 per year). We have $158 billion; he hus $124 billion —- that's $5-6 billion a
year because webcelieve wecan reduce fraud and abuse,

20 Questions By Subject Arca -- Page 2
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7. Medicare Trust Fund

Lehrer: Mr. President, what do you say to those who say that we do nced major reform on
Mecdicare to keep it solvent and restore the Trust Fund, and that cven though neither of you have
plans that would restore the long-term problem, the Republicans were more honest, more

politically couragcous in proposing more dramatic reform, and that you have now set the process
back? '

Dole: Your own cabinet -- cven the most liberal members of your cabinet, Sccrctziry Shalala and
Secrelury Reich, have written ofTicial reports several times stating that the Medicare Trust Fund
is headed toward bankruptcy in four years. You have chosen to ignore this warmning, so that you
can demagoguc this issuc for political advantage. Your plan extends the lifc of this Trust Fund
just one measly year. Ts this responsible leadership?

8. When is a Cut a Cut?

Lehrer: Mr. President, in 1994, you stated that it was just Washington talk to say that reducing
Medicare to two-thirds the rate of inflation was a cut; yel, you have repeatedly insisted that the
Republicans arc cutting Medicare for the same reductions in the rate of growth. Don't
Republicans have a point when they say that they are increasing Medicare beyond even medical
wflation, and even according to your past statcments, calling it a cut is mislcading?

Dol¢: We are increasing Medicarc spending {rom $4900 to $7200 per Medicare heneficiary. A
50% increase. An increase beyond inflation. An increase beyond medical infation. Savings
smaller than you called for in your health carc plan. If we are increasing Medicare by 50% per
person, 1f our savings arc Iess than the savings in the Clinton health care plan, how can that be so
bad? Why is a reduction in the rate of inflation when it is your big government health care
program okay? Yel a lesser amount when we are trying lo save the Medicare Trust Fund,
balance the budget and give Americans a tax break, is a devastating cut?

9. Means Testing Medicare

Lehrer: What's wrong with means-tcsting -- asking the best off to pay just a few dollars more in
premiums for Medicare? Isn't that consistent with a Democratic approach, and haven't you just
opposed this in order to make political points?

Dolg: In 1992, the President said in Putting People First, he was for means-testing to pay for big
government spending programs. In 1993, he was for taxing S million Sacial Scounty recipients

SG00 a ycar (o pay for part of his huge new spending programs, Then in 1994, he was for means- .

testing Medicare to pay [or his big government takeover. Yet, when Republicans ask the most
well-off to pay a little more to transfer that into saving Medicarc Trust Fund, suddenly it is
wrong. Why Mr. President do you say one thing when it is for big government programs, but
another when 1t is to attack Republicans trying (o do the right thing and save Medicare?

20 Questions By Subject Arca -- Page 3
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10.  Candor on Saving Social Security

Lehrer: Muny young people believc that there is a better chance of aliens landing on earth than
Social Sccurity being there for their retirement. Isn't it the case that both of you know that you
will have to make scrious reforms in Social Security to keep it solvent and that you arc nol
telling us, or just hiding behind vaguc Commission promiscs. Will you tell us now, three
specific reforms in Social Security you will make or consider to cnsure that Social Security will
be therc?

Dole: T led the Commission in 1983 that saved Social Security and will do it again when ['m
elected. In 1983, I chosc responsibility and leadership over political opportunism. Fortunately,
President Reagan did too. This yeur, however, when some of us chose to be responsiblc on
saving Medicare, Clinton chose demagogucry. How can anyonc do the ri ght thing if the President
chooscs to demagoguc responsible proposals.

BUDGET AND DEFICIT

11.  Unspecified Presidential Budget Plan

Lehrer: Mr. President, you say that you pay for your plan line-by-line, dime-by-dime, but
Democratic budget experls T talked to say that you have $82 billion in unspecificd spending
promiscs in your plan as well. Why is that and will you pledge to Americans that you will put out
the line-by-line, dime-by-dimc specifics on how you will pay for all of your promiscs?

Dole: The Washington Post, the Concord Coalition, all of the people the President likes to quotc,
says that his plan is smoke-and-mirrors and the Congressional Budget Office says that the real
Clinton budget would not balance, but have over an $80 billion deficit in the ycur 2002 -- and
that is beforc all of the new spending proposals we have seen so far.

12. Republican Saved Clinton From l{imself on Spending

Lehrer: Mr. President, you often do boast of your success in cutting spending and the deficit.
Yet, don't Republicans have a point when they say that without Republican opposition -- and
even opposition from Democratic moderates - that left to your own devices you would have
passcd an cxpensive stimulus plan, a gigantic health carc plan and not supported a balanced
budget goal. Isn't it truc that your best accomplishments on the deficit would not have happcned
without Republican pressure?

Dolg: This President fought every atempt to reducc spending. e fought for a $16 billion pork-
barrel plan, but he fought against a bipartisan plan to cut spending by $100 billion. He twisted
arms on three occasions to prevent a halanced budget amendment. e wanted a budget that was
not halanced, but was at $200 billion as far as the cyc can see, and he would have added $1.5
tritlion in spending for his health care plan, that would have put the deficit near $500 billion
today.

20 Questions By Subject Arca -- Page 4
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13.  Tax Cuts -- Temporary and Irresponsible

Lehrer: Isn'tit the case that most budget experts believe that neither of you should be cutting
taxcs now. That both of you arc engaged in political pandering and that Mr. President, your own
budget is based on the gimmick that you can trigger off your tax cuts?

Dole: 'The President's small tax cuts hardly arc phased-in before they are phascd-out. Yet, while -
his tax cuts are temporary, his tax increases arc forever. While he statcs he has a tax cut, the non-

partisan, Joint Tax Commitlee estimatcs that the President’s plan will actually raisc taxes by $64
billion?

14.  Philosophy on Government

Lehrer: You said that the era of big government is over. Yet, your campaign strategy has hecn

lo prapose countlcss government proposals. Tell us now, what is your philosophy of governmenlt,

and what does it mcan to have the era of big government over and still have so much government
activism?

Dole: This President has a toll bridge. Anything you do, anything he says he will need to raise

taxes for. 1le has 484 proposals costing $432 billion. With health care, he would need $2 trillion. -

Ask President Clinton how many hundreds of billions more would he have spent without
Republicans getting in his way.

ECONOMY
15.  Darker Side to the Economy

Lehrer: Mr. President, while the economy is doing betier since you look office, how do you
respond to those from the left and right who point out that contrary to your claims, productivity
is down since you took office, consumer debt is going through the roof, and that full-time, ycar
round workers arc actually secing their wages full -- not rise. Is there a darker stde to this
economy that you are not recognizing?

Dole: When you took office intercst rates were lower than they were today by two points;
growth was 4.3% and you said that it was the worst penod in 50 years. When you have record
consumer bankruptcics; when an avcrage full-time year round workers secs their income go

down in your Administration, when growth is the worst for a recovery this century, how can you
say that this 15 the best America can be?

20 Questions By Subject Arca -- Pagc §
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16. Who Gets Credit?

Lehrer: Many experts say the economy is bellcr, but several cxperts we have talked to'say that |

it is fur lcss clear how much credit you deserve, both becausc the economy is doing better and
becausc many credit Greenspan. What is your response?

Dole: Before this President took office, we had 3.7% growth --- 50% better than sincc Clinton
has been in office. Tntcrest rates were going down -- while now they arc two points higher. The
record of the last two years is that President Clinton inhcrited an economy on the move, and has
driven growth down and interest rates up with a big spending, big tax proposal. Indeed, interest
rates went down when the Republican Congress was elected and went up again when you vetocd
our budgct.

17. Economic Anxiety

Lehrer: Mr. President you now say that the economy is on the right track and the best it has

* been in 30 years. Yel(, many fellow Democrats -- cven your Secretary of Labor -- maintain that

millions of Americans are still overworked, underpaid and feeling the anxiety of downsizing,
Who is right and what do you say to those who say that for many Amcricans this is not the hest
of times?

Dole: Most Amenicans feel this cconomy will not produce a better America for their children,
Most Americans are working harder and have Icss time for their children becausc of the slow-

growth Clinton economy.

18. Economic Growth

Lehrer: Growth has been a big issuc in this campaign. Tell us what do you feel is the most
Amcrica can grow and why your plan is the better plan to do so?

Dole: The President inhcrited an economy growing al 3.7% -- which he said was the worst in 50
years -- and taxed it into an economy growing 50% slower. President Clinton's plan says that the
cconomy will grow at 2.3% if we follow his big government approach, He behieves that 2.3% is

what will happen if we pass his plan. It is the best he believes America can do.

19. Define Priorities and Plan

Lehrer: What is (hc number one problem facing the economy and what arc the three elements
that define your economic growth plan/philosophy?

Dole: Chnton is a liberal and his plan and philosophy 1s big spending and big government. In
the election, however, his goal is simply to propose whatever Republicans are doing. [f I proposc
1(, he tries to talk about it during the election. He talks conservative during, clections and governs
liberal, liberal, liberal as soon as he gels a chancc.

20 Questions By Subject Area - Page 6
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TRADE
20. Trade Deficit

Lehrer: Mr. President, you ran in 1992 on closing both the budget deficit and the trade deficil.

" Yet, under your watch the trade deficit has exploded. Is this a [ailure of this Administration, and

what would you do diffcrently to turn the tide?

Dole: This President took good Republican trade lepislation, and then let it get weakened by
special intcrest Labor groups, and then worst of all, failed o enloree these agreements so that we
have the largest trade dclicit in history and are a patsy for China and Japan and anyone else who
dcals with this Administration.

ITEALTH CARE

21.  Failure of 1994 Health Plan

Lehrer: Why do you think your health carc plan failed in 1994?

Dole:

22.  Would You Return to Universal Coverage?

Lehrer: Mr. President, you have implied that you will not go back to a big government health
program if you are re-elecied. Yct, arc you really saying that if a Democratic Congress is clected
and they want to go back to mandates and greater coverage, that you will resist them?

Dolc: President Clinton's health care takcover would have cost $1.5 trillion in government
requircd spending, with 1/7th of the economy under the walch of government burcaucrats, If this
President is reelected and he has Ted Kennedy and Dick Gephardt running things, will we be
lucky if they do not go to cven a more centralized, more bureaucratic takcover, like they really
wantcd to?

23, Do You Reject the Mandate Approach?

Lehrer: You have said that you bit off’morc than you could chew. Most people think that means
politically. Arc you actually now saying that an employer-mandate is a mistake, and that you

would never go to thal option again. And if that is the case, does this mean you have given up on
universal coverage or would rely on taxes to do so?

Dgole: This President's proposal was a $1.5 trillion spending proposal. ‘I'he first chance he gets
with a Democratic Congress he will try to use the strong arm of the government to implicitly tax
cvery small business, raising taxces and killing jobs, or to do so directly through a payroll tax and
a unified government program as his closc {ricnd Ted Kennedy has proposed.

20 Qucstions By Subject Area -- Page 7
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24.  Role of First Lady

Lehrer: When you took office, you put the First Lady in charge of a health carc task force that
was widely cniticized for its secrecy and the plan it produced. You’ve just named the Vice
President to head a new health carc commission in a sccond term. Tell us why we should cxpect
a dilferent result.

Dole: These liberals can’t help themselves. They can’t pass up the chance to make government
bigger at your cxpense.

MISCELLANEQOUS
24, Middle Class

Lehrer: Each of you says you’re the best candidale to serve the intcrests of the middle class.
How would you define the middle class?

Daolc:

11, | DOMESTIC
CRIME AND DRUGS
I. Using the bully pulpit
Lehrer: You've used your bully pulpit to combat tobacco use. But you have not done so with

respect Lo drugs, and teen drug use has doubled on your watch. What can we expeet to hear from
you about drugs in a second term?

Dole: President Clinton joked aboul drug use on MTV. His press secretary joked about drug use.
His Surgeon General called for making drugs legal. Ts it any wonder that teens now think it’s OK
10 use drugs?

2. Credit for reduction in drugs

Lehrer: You've claimed a great deal of credit for the reduction in crime in recent years. Butin
fact, 95% ol crimes arc prosecuted at the state and local level, and the federal government has
litrle to do with it. You talk about putting 100,000 police on the street, yet less than 20,000 arc
actually on the street. You talk about the death penalty [or drug kingpins, yet not a single case -
has been brought under your administration. Aren’t you trying to claim credit for a drop in crime
you had little to do with?

Dolg: This administration has appointed liberal judgcs who have put criminals back on the strect.

20 Questions By Subject Area -- Page &
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Prosecution of violent crimes is down. 11 of 19 assault weapons are back on the market. Less
than 20,000 police arc on the street, and if he had his way, he would have added 100,000 social
workers. The President talks like Dirty Harry, but he acts like Barney Iife.

3. Introduction of crack cocaine

Lehrer: Many in the African-Amcrican community believe that in the 1980s, the govemment
introduced crack cocaine into the ghetto as a way to fund their fight against communism in
Nicaragua. Your administration has been slow to respond. Do you believe the CIA had anything
to do with introducing cocaine, and what steps will you take lo get o the botlom of this story?

Dole: We should gel to the boltom of this, but what concerns me is the amount of drugs that are
coming into thc country today. This administration has dropped drugs from 3rd to 29th out of 29
on their list of national security concemns, never even raising the subject in a meeting with a
forcign leader, and slashed the military’s interdiction budget so that it now represents only 9% of

the drug budget.

4, Chemical castration

Lehrer: Califorma has begun using chemical castration for sex offenders. You have noted the
high recidivism rate of these criminals. Would you support such 2 step to curb predators?

Dole: T support this measure, but we should go further. We should get rid of parvle allogether,
and we need tough judges so these people will never see the light of day.

5. Political Posturing
[.¢hrer: You taught constitutional law before you entered politics. Yet as President, you have
signed into law community nofification for sex offenders, called for school uniforms and

curfews, and eliminated death row appeals. Aren’t these positions really a mattcr of political
posturing rather than principle?

Dole: Thosc were my ideas, and the President didn’t come out for them until he decided to hide
his hiberalism in a closest (or this clection year.

6. Needle Exchanges

Lehrer: Your Drug Czar opposcs ncedle exchanges, yct your AIDS Czar supports it. What is
your position?

Dole: That's typical of this administration -- they take both sides of every issuc. We should be

cracking down on drugs, butl not handing out needles and condoms and joking about drugs at the
White House.

WELFARE REFORM

20 Questions By Subject Area -- Page 9
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7. Welfare reform bill

Lehrer: You signed a welfarc reform law that ended a 60-year federal guarantee to the poor. Yel
your own cabinet opposed it, your own advisors estimated that it would throw a million children
into poverty, and three top officials quit becausc you signed it. Since then, your administration
has tricd to softcn the impact of the bill, and you have said that in a second term you would name
the First Lady to fix it. If you weren’t running for re-election, would you have signed this bill --
or vetoed 1t a third time and demanded improvements?

Doleg: The President’s vacillations on this issuc prove he’s a iberal. T wrote that bill, and he
vetoed it twice - then turned around in an clection-year conversion and signed it — while
promisimg his hiberal allies that afler the election he'll fix it. He’s a welfure fraud.

8. Election-year conversion

Lehrer: In 1994, you proposed a welfare reform plan that would have increased welfare
spending by $10 billion. Yet you just signed a welfarc reform bill that cut $55 billion. How do
you expect to move people from welfarc to work while saving this much money? And docsn’t
this show a remarkable clection-year conversion? -

Dolg: This just shows you that the President will undermine welfare reform if he has the chance
with a liberal Congress. I it weren't for Republicans in Congress, welfare reform would have
gone the way of the President’s middle-class tax cut. Republican governors around the country
have proven that we can reform welfarc and save money.

BIG VS. SMALL
9. No big ideas

Lehrer: You have proposed a number of political initiatives -- curfews, school uniforms, truancy
manuals, cell phones for community groups -- that don't cost much money and the federal
government has little or nothing to do with. Yet you haven't said a word aboul the fact that
Medicarc is on the verge of insofvency, the gap between rich and poor continues to widen, and
Amcrica is not investing in the infrastructurc or its future. You say this election is a big deal.
Where are your big idcas to match the magnitude of this election?

Dole: I have big ideas. 15% tax cut. Balance the budgct. Opportunity scholarship for school
choice. Cutting drug use in half by the year 2000. And I'll make this pledge toni ght: If Tdon't
dchiver on those big ideas, | won't seek reelection. 1 can muke the hard choices -- | saved Social
Security, onc of my proudest achievements. This election is too g for political grandstanding

TOBACCO
10. Having it both ways

20 Questions By Subject Area -- Page 10
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Lehrer: You and Viee President Gore have made much of your crackdown on marketing tobacco
to children. Yet during your Presidency, the national Democratic Party has continued to accept
campaign contributions from tobacco companies, and the Vicc President has admitied receiving
tobacco subsidics. Arcn’t you trying to havc it both ways?

Dale: This administration didn’t do a thing about tobacco usc until the campaign started. In fact,

they sat on this for years. This is just a smokescreen to cover up their lousy record on teen drug
use.

EDUCATION
| 11, Vouchers

Lehrer: You strongly opposc Scnator Dole’s school voucher plan to help inncr-city fumilies send
their children (o private schools. You vetoed a bill to do that in Washington, D.C., even though
you and the First Lady chose to send your daughter to a private, and not public school. Arcn’t
you applying a double standard for your own [amily?

Dole: The President and the First Lady have every right to choose the best school for Chelsea,

and T respect them for doing so. Bul every family in America should have the same choice as the
President.

12. T'cachers Unions

Lehrer: You and your campaign have received millions of dollars in contributions from teachers

umons. Can you name one major area of cducation policy where you difler with the teacher
lobby?

Dole: I have great respect for (cachers. But the ultraliberal tcachers unions and this
administration have conspired to stop education reform across the country, and America’s
children are suffenng at their expense.

13. Is the [Federal Role in Education Working?

Lehrer: Mr. President, cveryone agrees that cducation is primarily a state and local
responsibility. Yet, there is a great debate over what the federal role should be. You say there
should be a stronger role. Scnator Dole says we should abolish the Department of Education and
send that funds back to statc and localities. What should the federal role in cducation be?

Dole: 1 want more for cducation, but I want to give parents more choices and morg

control. I want to give funds directly to the local governments, and not have a federal
government that tclls local schools how they should teach history, or who is an appropriatc role
model. The [ederal intervention by President Clinton has failed. SAT scores have gonc down,
40% of our 3rd praders aren't reading, the drop-out ratc is nsing. We should stop this [ederal-top
down approach, and cut taxes and give the moncy back to give parents morc choices.

20 Questions By Subjeet Area - Page 11
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SOCTAL ISSUES
14, Abortion

Lehrer: You have said that abortion should be safe, legal and rare. What advice would you give
your daughter now if she became pregnant?

Dole: That’s none of your business.

15. Partial Birth Abortion

Lehrer: You have said that abortion should be safe, legal and rare. Yet you vetoed a bill that
would have banned a procedure that many experts believe is being used not Lo protect the
mother’s health but to terminate unwanted pregnancics. If this procedure isn’t unacceptable to
you, what is?

Dale: I'm a moderate on abortion. But | agrec with the bishops on this one: I this kind of
procedure isn’t morally wrong, I don’t know what is. But this President doesn't listen to his
conscience, he listens to his liberal interest-group friends.

16. Gay and L.csbian

Lehrer: You signed the law to han gay marriage, angenmg many in your party. Would you
support a law that permits gay couples to adopt children?

Dole: 1 oppose gay marriage and I oppose pay adoption.
17.  Affirmative Action

Lehrer: You have said that you're for mending, not ending affirmative action. Yet your
administration intervened to uphold a New Jersey case where a more qualificd tcacher was laid
off just because she was white. Why did you take that side in the New Jersey case?

Dole: I havc an outstanding record on civil rights. 1 led the fight for the Martin Luther King
holiday and the civil rights law of 1992. But affirmative action’s best days are behind us. Fvery

American descrves the chance to get ahead and (o he Judged on their ability and initiative,
without regard to race, creed or color.

18. Assisted Suicide

Lehrer: Dr. Kevorkian has assisted in the deaths of dozens of Americans, mostly women.
Would you support legislation to ban doctor-assisted suicides?

20 Questions By Subject Area -- Page 12
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Dolc:
POLITICAL REFORM

19.  Campaign Finance Reform

Lehrer: You promiscd campaign finance reform in 1992 and again in your convention speech.
You shook hands with Speaker Gingrich on establishing a bipartisan commission on campaign
finance reform. Yet you have accepted millions in contributions to your campaign and your legal
defense fund, and allowced the scwer of special interest money to continue? Can we honestly
expect any better in a sccond term?

Dole: I proposcd a bipartisan commission on campaign [inance reform three ycars ago. 1 will
only scrve onc term, and T will get this done -- becausc T can make the tough decisions,

REINVENTING GOVERNMEN'T

20,  Just a public relations effort

Lchrer: You claim you've reduced the federal bureaucracy by 240,000 positions, yet most of
those arc in defense. You have said the era of big government is over, ycl you proposc new areas
of government inlervention almost daily. Isn’t “reinventing government” just a PR stunt?

Dole:
URBAN POLICY
21.  Nourban agenda

Lehrer: When you took office, you promised a massive economic stimulus package and new
investment in our crumbling inner citics. But the stimulus package went nowhere, and you
haven't proposed any major investment inititives since. And some in your parly have criticized
you for not having an urbuan agenda. What is your urbun agenda for a second term?

Dole: My running mate is credited with having developed the whole idea of cnterpnse zones,
and has morc credibility on urban issues than anyone in America. When I'm President, we'll
unlcash the cnergy and ingenuity of our great entrepreneurs to breathe new life into our citics

which have been devastated by the welfare statc.
JUDGES

22.  Supreme Court

Lehrer: The next President is likely to appoint several new members of the United States
Supreme Courl. What will guide you in making these important selections, and do you have any
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-

Jun-11-00ul0:28F0 10:27F p.13

. so-called litmus tests on issues such as abortion rights?
Jole:
LEGAI. REFORM
23, Product Liability/Securitics
Lehrer: As President you vetoed bipartisan legislation designed to reform both product liability

laws and sceuritics laws. Why have you been an obstacle to such reforms, and how to you
answer your opponent’s criticism of those vetoes?

Dole:
i1l. FORFIGN
1. Overall Credibility, Wcakness, and Process

[.chrer: You werce clected on a domestic policy agenda and many critics claim that you have had
intcrmittent involvement in foreign policy, and that you vacillated on issues like Bosnia and
changed your mind on key issues like China. Do you think you have spent enough time on
foreign policy and have your chunges in position on Bosnia and China weakened our credibility
and influence around the world?

Dolg: I read Colin Powell’s book und like me he was appalled at the sophomoric approach of
President Clinton and his adviscrs when it comes to his most important responsibility:
safcguarding America’s national security and promoting our interests around the world. He
wasted three years deferring to the U.N. and the Curopcans on Bosnia; according to his own ClA
Dircctor, he let Saddam Hussein strengthen his position in Iraq after dropping a few cruise
missiles and lctting the Gulf war coalition unravcl; he crossed the line by meddling in the Istacli
clection and, as a result, our influence in Israel and the Middle East is preatly diminished; he's
changed positions so many times on China that their leaders have been emboldencd to threaten
Taiwan. Inshort, he inherited an American prestige at an all-time high afler President Reagan's
victory in the Cold War and President Bush's victory in the Gulf, and he has systematically
squandered 1. : ’

2. Social Work/Photo-op Foreign Policy
Lehrer: Some critics say your foreign policy has focused on periphcral problems like Somalia,

Haiti, and Bosnia at the expensc of central issucs like our relations with China and key Coropean
allics. They say you have turned forcign policy into social work. How do you respond?
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Dole: Our key rclationships in Europe and Asia are falling apart. Qur European allics refuse to
follow our lead on issues like Iraq and Iran. Tn Asia, China thumbs its nose at U.S. interests on
selling weapons, Taiwan, and human rights. 1don’t think President Clinton understands the
difference between advancing America’s fundamental interests in the world and what looks good
onl.V.

3. Terrorism
Lehrer: To understand how you would approach the problem of terrorism, I want to ask you a

hypothetical question. If investigators determined conclusively that either the Khobar bombing
or thc TWA crash was the work ol tcrrorists supported by Iran, would you order military action
against T'eheran?

Dole: This administration has not been tough with terrorists and their state sponsors -- and we've
suffered the conscquences. They have relied on feckless U.N. resolutions to bring the Libyans to
justicc who masterminded Pan Am 103. They ignored intelligence aboul terrorist threats to our
soldicrs in Saudi Arabia -- and dozens of Americans died as a tesult. They know about terrorist
training camps in Iran, and have taken no action in response. Their weakness invites further
attacks on Amecricans -- and that’s unacceptable.

4. National Missile Defense

Lehrer: Do you think there is a scrious threat to the United States from rogue states, like Tran
and L.ibya, obtaining ballistic missilcs? I so, what are you prepared to do about this threat?

Dole: President Clinton has not protected the United States from the real threat of ballistic
missiles scriously. His CIA Director has politicized the intclligence process to mislead us into
belicving that the ballistic missile threat is far in the future. And President Clinton has fought
against our proposals to build a national missile defensc. The techuology is ready and by failing
10 build a defense, President Clinton has failed his most important test as Commander in Chief:
defending the territory and people of the United States.  What would President Clinton do if
Libya or Iran surprised us and launched a missile against the United States?

5. Iraq

Lehrer: For five years now, Saddam Hussein has threatened Kuwait, his neighbors, and the
world, not to mention brutalizing his own people. llow do we stop Saddam Hussein and should
it he American policy to scek the overthrow of this dangerous and brutal dictator?

Dole: When President Chinton took office, a strong coalition against Saddam Husscin had been
built by President Bush and Secretary Baker. Now that coalition is in tatters, Saddam Hussein
has won a mujor victory in Northern Iraq, because this admimstration did not pay cnough
altention to the Kurdish problem and responded to his laicst aggression with a few pin-prick
cruise missile strikes. President Clinton’s own CIA director has admitted that Saddam is
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stronger, and the Amcrican-led clfort to contain him is weaker. Unless President Clinton levels
with the Amcrican people on what our goals are with respect to Iraq, and unless we pursue
serious goals with scrious leadership, Saddam Hussein will remain a threat to America and the
world.

6. Russia

Lehrer: Some say that our policy towards Russia has focused too much on President Yeltsin.
Isn’t there a risk that our relations and our interests will suffer if President Yeltsin were to
become incapacitated or die during his upcoming heart surgery?

Dole: Our policy towards Russia has been weak, confused and fuzzy-headed. When the Russian
military brutalized the people of Chechnya, President Clinton compared it to the American civil
war. When Russta refused to stop transfers of nuclear reactors to Tran, President Clinton
continued our assistance to the Yeltsin government. And when Yeltsin complained about our
plans to cxpand NATO, we slowed down. President Clinton simply docs not understand that our
intercsts and Russia’s interest arc not the same. We nced hard-headed realism in dealing with
Russia not misguided romanticism.

7. China

Lehrer: Most experts agree that China is one of the most important forcign policy challenges
Amcrica [accs in the next decade. Should we take steps Lo eliminate irmitants in our rclationship
that harm our ability to engage with China, such as the annual debate over most favored nation
trading status and the possibility of Taiwancsc lcaders visiting the United Statcs? Or should we
adopt a tougher posture to meet the emerging threat as China’s power and influence increascs?

Dole: China is a classic cxample of the Clinton Administration’s fecklcss, flip-Mlopping on
foreign policy. Instead of establishing clear guidclines in this cnfical relationship, President
Clinton has sent conflicting signals that have weakened us in the eyes of the Chinese leadership
and n the eyes of our Asian allies. 'irst he said he would link most favored nation status to
human rights, then he changed his mind and extended MEN. First he told his Secretary ol State
to tell the Chinese we would not allow Taiwan’s President into the United States, then when the
political pressurc built he changed his mind and let ‘Taiwan’s President come in.  First he called
China’s leaders the “butchers of Beijing” and then he covied up to them. Because of this
vacillation, China fell free to ignore L].S. concerns over sclling dangerous weapons (o Pakistan
and Tran and felt free to intimidate Taiwan with military exercises and missile tests during their

clections. 1T were President, America’s word could be trusted. The American people would
understand my policy, and the Chinese would trust me to carry it out.

8. The United Natinhs

Lehrer: President Clinton, when you first came into oflice you said you would build up the
United Nations as a way 1o respond to the many problems that emerged as the Cold War ended.
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Now, you have failed to pay the U.N. what we owe and seem to have shifted to unilateral actions.
What is the appropriate role for the U.N. to play today?

Dole: The Clinton Administration has spent too much time and encrgy trying to work with the
United Nations. He has given the ULN. veto power over our foreign policy. Our brave soldicrs
died because he gave unfit U.N. commandors control over our forces in Mogadishu; and the war
m Bosnia dragged on for two cxtra years because U.N. scerctary gencral Boutros Boutros Ghali
blocked NATO from launching air strikes. Under a Dole Administration, U.S. troops would
never be placed under the command of incompcetent U.N. commanders, and my decisions will
ncver be held hostage to the U.N. bureaucracy.

9, Bosnia

Lehrer: You said that American forces would stay in Bosnia for about a year, which would be
this December. Bul most observers believe that if NATO leaves war will resumec, and the
Europeans have said they won’t stay if the U.S. does not. Will you tell the Amcrican people

tonight whether American soldiers will be out of Bosnia on schedule and, if not, how long will
they stay and for what purposc?

Dolc: President Clinton’s policy in Bosnia was wrong from the beginning. Tnstead of arming the
Bosmans likc he said he would, he left them o be slaughtered for two years, whilc he listened to
Boutros Boutros Ghali and the Europeans. 1f we had lifted the arms embargo like | proposed and
like an overwhelming majorily of Congress wanted to, we would never have had to send
American troops there in the first place. The elections (hat were just held were a fraud. Now
President Clinton won’t cven come clean about our need Lo keep thousands of troops there
indefinitely. And if we had lifted the arms embargo, then Iran would never have gotten a
foothold in Bosnia and Europe. Tt was President Clinton who structurcd a peace that depends
upon a continucd Amcrican military presence and who gave Tran the green light to go in Bosnia,
and wc will be suffering for a long time to come for his errors and failure to lcad on Bosnia.

10. Somalia

Lehrer: Mr. President, was it a mistake to send American soldicrs to Somalia as part of a U.N.
cltort to rcbuild a [ailcd statc?

Doje: By failing to pay attention when Ametrican soldiers were deployed in Somaha, President

Chnton and his advisers lefl our forces with incompetent command and control and improper

equipment. Our soldiers died needlessly because the Clinton Administration Jet the U.N. control
this operation and because 1t did not understand that forcign policy is not social work.

11. North Korea

Lehrer: With North Korca scnding a submarine and commandocs into South Korea, it is clcar
that the North Korcan regime 1s a threat to our allies in the region. Should it be Amcerican policy
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to promotc the collapse of the current regime in North Korca?

Dole: President Clinton’s policy towards North Korea is a classic example ol weakness and scll-
delusion. Hc made a bad dcal on the nuclear weapons program, letting them keep the nuclear
weapons they already had.  He has let them cheat on the agreement by diverting American
taxpayer-funded fucl to their military. And he is propping up a dying regime by providing food.
President Clinton dealt with-this Communist regime by sending Jimmy Curter there, who got
snookered. We should not be bailing out the communists in North Korca, and we should not be
sending a signal of weakness lo other dictators by bribing the North Kore‘ms lo give up a nuclear
weapons program they shouldn’t have had in the first place.

12. Peace in the Middle East and Northern [reland

Lehrer: Prcsident Clinton, you have claimed success as a force for peace in the Middle East and
Northern Ircland. But considering the recent events in [srael and the failure o get the IRA 1o
declare a ccasc-fire, do you think your declarations of success were premature or exaggerated?

Doje: One of the rcasons we have heen unable Lo stop the recent fighting in the Middle East is
because President Clinlon broke onc of the cardinal rules of intemational politics. He openly
supported Shimon Peres for Prime Mimister of Tsracl. Tt’s no wonder that Prime Minister
Netanyahu is not listening to the United Statcs. As far as Northemn Jreland is concemed,
President Clinton misunderstood the difference between having a few good photo opportunities
in Northern Ircland for the hard work of making pcace. And by his unprecedented meddling in
the process he needlessly alicnated our closest ally, England.

13, Haiti

Lehirey: In hght of our intcrvention in Haitt and the continuing political and economic problems
there, has the United States become responsible for Haiti and should we continue to deploy
American forces to Haiti ¢very time there is a problem?

Dole: This is a classic casc of oversclling and exaggerating our actions. It was overkill to send
over 20,000 Amcrican troops to oust a few tin-pol dictators with a handful of tanks. Now we are
responsible for the mess down there. And President Clinton has madc allics with somce of that
country’s most brutal violators of human rights. 1le won’t even admit that the leaders he
supports condonc political murder. And when Congress tries (o look into the problem he refuses
to turn over critical evidence. What docs he have to hidc?

14, Roguc States with Weapons of Mass Destruction

Lehrer: What would you do if you leamed that L.ibya was about to build an arsenal of chemical
weuapons or Iran was about to develop nuclear weapons? Would you use military force if these
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countries refuscd to give up such weapons?

Dole: President Clinton has refused to acknowledge the seriousness of this problem. He reluscs
to build a ballistic missile defcnse to protect us from such weapons. And when it comes to
Libyan support for terrorism he thinks the U.N. can pass resolutions and that’s good enough. On
Libya, T would respond the way President Reagan responded.  As far as Lran is concemed, we
know that President Clinton doesn't take this problem seriously. He simply refused to stand up
to Russia when Moscow said it planned to provide dangerous nuclcar reactors to Iran. By fatling
to stop thesc threats and by failing to build a national missile delcnsc to protect against these
threats, President Clinton is not faithfully cxccuting his responsibilities to protect the Amcrican
people.

15. NATO

Lehrer: What is the urgency to expand NATO, when some experts think doing so will cause a
confrontation with Russia, and when many Amcrican's aren’t surc what NATO's mission really
is with the collapsc of the Soviet Union? What's the rush?

Dole: President Clinton has been dehbcrately slow in expanding NATO becausce he has It
Russia dictatc the pace ol enlargement. He 1s {oo concerned about the views of Russia and not
concerncd enough about the legitimate aspirations of our fricnds in Eastern Europe. Now his
Decfense Secretary has told the brave peoples in the Baltics to wait indefinitely for NATO
membership. Clinton’s romanticism on Russia is a real danger to Europcan sceurity.

16.  Defense Budget/Strategy

Lehrer: What is the strategy that underlics your spending plans for national defense? What are
the threats the Amencan military should be prepared o mect?

Dole: America’s defenscs have been weakened over the last four years. President Clinton has
refused to build a national missile delense. His defense plan has the lowest level of spending for
procurcment in decades. Our soldicrs have been demoralized by his failed attempt to deal with
gays in the military. And because he has deployed our forces to peripheral areas like Somalia -
and Bosnia, we are unprepared {o combat the real national sccurity threats.

17.  Chemical Weapons Convention

Lehrer: There 1s apparently a difference of view between you on the Chemical Weapons
Convention. Could you explain to the Amcerican people why ratifying this “I'teaty is or is not in
the national interest of the United States.

Dole: This treaty is not verifiable as 1t wus negotiated. We learned a long time ago that arms
control agreements must be basced on verilication not trust. Morcover, the countries that are most
likely 1o have chemical weapons will refusce to sign the agreement or cheat if they do sign. Why
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should we impose a binding Icgal obligation on the United States not to have chemical weapons
when the dangcrous counlries won’t make the same pledge and when we won’t know whether
other countries live up to their obligations?

V. POLITIC

No Corc

1. Commentators have written that “the disease to plcase has consumed you, that “you are a
man that believes in cverything,” and that “you ran on the promise of change and you
keep changing your mind.” Why is it so difficult for the American pcople to know what
you rcally believe in? Tollow-up: “I raiscd taxes too much.”

No Trust

2, In response to polls, over 60% of the American people say they don’t trust you even as a
similar percentage approves of the job you’re doing. [las public cynicism reached the
point where trusting peaple in high office has ccased to be relevant to sclecting
candidatcs for public office?

Broken Promises

3. Did you break your 1992 campaign promisc to cut middlc class taxcs, and if you did, why
did you?

Talks Right, Governs Left

4. You ran as a new Democrat, but you began your presidency with gays in the military, a
scries of radical, pro-abortion rights executive orders, a bi g political pork barrel spending
bill, a government-wide takcover of the health carc industry and the biggest tax increasc
in history. Without your fricnd Dick Morris around and without another election to facc,
won't 1997 be a repcat ol 19937

Family/Personal

5. Wasn't it a mistake to put Mrs. Clinton in charge of health care rclorm? Why are you
repcating that mistake by putting her in charge of welfare reform implementation?

6. Many people still believe that the First 1.ady has not told the whole truth about
Whitewater and Travelgate. Ts this a problem of public pereeption, the way the news is
covered, or her reluctance to let everything out and let the chips fall where they may?

7. Whilc it may not be very likcly, what will you do if the First l.ady 1s indicted for perjury?

Can you continue to scrve?
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In a not-so-subtle critique of the First Lady's agenda of spending more government
resources on children, Bob Dole says it takes a family to raise a child. What's your
reaction? ' o -

Have you talked to Chelsea about drugs? What did you tell hor? What would you do if
you knew she was smoking marijuana?

Why won't you release your health records?

You brought a number of your Arkansas friends with you to Washington. For many, their
stories ended in tragedy, in disgrace, in embarrassment or in failure. Docs that say more
about Arkansas, Washington D.C., or say something about both?

Investigations

12.

14.

15.

l6.

17.

Will you pledge tonight that you will not pardon anyone convicled in the Whitcwater
investigation or in conncction with the three separate but ongoing independent counscl
investigations conceming current or former members of your cabinet?

Follow-up: T.asater pardon.

Your reaction to Filegatc was that it was an honcst mistake, and innocent snalu. Why
weren't you willing to shoulder the blame, take responsibility and condemn and apologize
for this gross invasion of privacy.

Follow-up: Waco comparison to Reno.

As investigations into your personal finances have procceded, you’ve been forced to
amend your tax rctums at lcast three times, including admitting a substantial gain on the
First Lady’s commodity dcalings, which was ori gimally reported as u loss. What arc the
Amcrican people supposed to think about paying their taxes, il elected officials aren't
accurately reporting their income and paying their fair share of taxcs?

Given the convictions of Governor Tucker, Webb Hubbell and the McDougals, don’t you

think (hat the ongoing Whitcwater investi gation is not only no partisan, but neccssary and
fair?

You've said that it is fair for taxpayers to pay your stalT’s legal expenscs connceted with
the Whitewater and Travelgatc investi gations, but not fair to reimbursc the carcer
employees who were victims of the Travelgate cpisode. How can you justify that?

Your administration has attempted to block Congressional investigations by invoking
executive privilege not only in Whitewater, Filegate and Travelgate, but also in Waco,
Haiti and Iranian Arms to Bosnia investi gations. People have compured your White
House Counsel’s invocation of privelege to that of President Nixon's. If reclected, will

you continue (o use excculive privilege to stop congressional investigations into White
House operations?
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Vietnam
18.  Ifyou had to do it over again, would you serve in Victnam?

Politics

19.  You said you wanted a campaign of issues and not insults, but your campaign ads have
for the most part been negative. How can we believe what you say when your campaign
acts to the contrary, :

Follow-up: Gore and tobacco.

Blue Sky
20. Heroes
Books

Most admired Presidents
What would you take back?

21.  llow do you define character?

22.  Senator Dole has been calling you a liberal. Are you a liberal? How would you definc a
liberal?
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Debate Preparation

Qucstions for Bob Dole
I. ECONOMIC
TAXES
1. Switch to Supply-Side. Mr. Dole, you were a harsh critic of supply-side cconomics for

15 years. Even some of your closcst advisors say that the old Bob Dole never supported tax cuts
without spccific spending cuts to pay (or them. Why did you changed your philosophy on tax
cuts?

2. Cut 15% without Deeper Entitlement Cuts. Mr. Dolc, a wide array of budgel experts
have questioned whether you can cut taxes by 15% and still halance the budget wilhout cutting,
entitlement programs. Isn’t it the casc that il you cut taxes by that much you cannot take ol the
tablc furthcr cuts in programs likc Medicare and Medicaid?

3. Dole Tax Reform Plan. You have called for sweeping tax reform and to ¢nd the TRS as
we know iL. Yel, during the primaries, you harshly criticized a flat tax plan proposed by Steve
Forbes and supported by your own running mate. Clan you tell us what a sweeping Dole tax
rcform proposal -- and a new IRS -- would look like?

4. Largest Tax Increase. You have accuscd President Clinton of proposing the largest tax
increase in history. Yet, you have oflen been a victim of Republicans’ criticisms of you for
raising taxes to reduce the deficit. Explain to us based on his plan and your past voting rccord
when is it acceptable to raisc taxcs and why have your votcs been more justifiable than the
President’s?

5. Regrets on 1990 Tax Increase. You and George Mitchell were leaders of the 1990 tax
increasc that led George Bush to break his “no new taxes” pledge. Was that a mistake? And
would you make that same pledge today?

BUDGET

6. 15% Tax Cut. You have claimed that you can take many arcas of the government off the
table, pay for your tax cut and only cul the spending by 5 cents on the dollar. Can you explain to
many skeptical analysts how you can do so much and cut so little?

7. Regrets on Contract. The President was able to tum the details of your budget plan --
particularly on Medicare -- into his political advantage. Looking back, do you have any Tegrets

about the budget plan you passed last year or the size of your Medicarc culs?

8. Shutdown the Government. Do you regrel the shutdown of the government? What
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would you do diffcrently?
SOCTAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE

9, Specifics on Medicare and Social Security. Both you and the President have stated that
we need long-term solutions for Social Security and Mcdicare and a commission. Why not give
democracy a chance by debating this now? Namc three specific Social Sceunty or Medicare
proposals you would want this Commission to look at?

10.  Means-Testing Medicare and Social Security. Mr. Dole, you have called for means
lesting on Medicare, yet sought the repeal of the President’s Social Security tax that effectively
means-tests the same older Americans. Explain your position of whether we should ask more
wcll-off older Amcricans to share more of the burden?

ECONOMIC SECURITY

~11. Tncreased Health Care Coverage. You have been a harsh critic of the President’s health
sceurity plan. Yct, in 1994 you also called for some of the same expensive health proposals.
What now would you do to increase coverage yoursclf?

12. Minimem Wage. You have been skeptical of the minimum wage. What is your position
and are you fearful that a minimum wagc increase would cost jobs?

ECONOMY

13, Economy and Deficit. When the President passed his economic plan, you and other
Republicans predicted that the cconomy would be hurt and the deficit would risc. You have been
stating that the cconomy is still doing poorly -- that there is a Clinton crunch -- but don’t you
concede that the deficit is going down and job growth is going up, do you think there is anything
positive happening in the cconomy or as 4 result of the President’s cconomic plan?

14, New Federal Reserve Policy. You have called for higher cconomic growth. Do you
belicve that the Federal Reserve and Alan Greenspan are too restrictive and that the Federal
Reserve should wony less about inflation and allow the economy to grow more before raising
intcrest rates?

. D LSTIC
EDUCATION
1. Education and the Federal Role. You have said that education is a comerstonc of your

Administration, yet you have called for the abolishment of the Department of Education. ls it
your view that education should be an entircly state and local affair?

2
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2. Youchers and Public Schools. You have called for a small experiment on vouchers.
Yel, there 15 not currently enough funds to allow cvery parent o choose private schools --
without bankrupting our public school system. Do you wish to make your voucher proposal
unmiversal and are you willing to look o a day when public schools are a thing of the past?

3. Teachers Unions. You have attacked the President for listening to the teachers unions.
Do you think teachers are a problem with American cducation today?

CRIME

4. Assault Weapons Ban. You opposed the assault weapons ban in 1994, but you have
since suggested that we should put the issue behind us. 1f Congress sent you a bill to repeal the
assaull weapons ban, would you veto it?

5. Police Endorsement. You are the first Republican nominee not to receive the
endorsement of the Fraternal Order of Police, the largest law enforcement organization in the
country. Isn’t that a sign that Prcsident Clinton is doing a good job on crime?

DRUGS

6. Bully Pulpit. Your ads arc very critical of the President for not speaking out more on
drugs. Yet until your recent nomination, you rarely addrcssed (his issue as well, cither in
speeches or in [cgislation. If the President is o blame for not speaking out more, don’t you share
some of the blame on this issue as well?

7. Interdiction. You talk a great deal about the importance of drug interdiction, but most
experts say the most important thing is to reduce demand for drugs here at home. Do you sharc
that vicw, and il so, why did you vote to cut drug cducation funding in half?

TOBACCO

8. FDA Regulation. You have criticized the President for sending an ambivalent message
ahout drugs, yet when it comes to one of the deadlicst drugs in America - nicoling -- you have
sent mixed signals yourself. Do you belicve nicotine is addictive, and do you support the FDA’s
efforts to stop marketing tobacco to children?

WELFARE REFORM/IMMIGRATION

9. Reform Bill. A number of important domestic imitiatives, like welfure reform and
immigration, were stalled in Congress while you served as Senate eader, and cven after you lefi

you urged your colleagues not to send the President legislation he could sign. Do you fecl that
the Republican Congress let you down?
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10.  Public Schools. One major diffcrenee between you and the President is whether the
children of illegal immigrants should be allowed in the public schools. Tn a Dole Administration,
would you seek legislation to ban illegal immigrant children from the classroom?

ABORTION

11.  Constitutional Amendment. Do you still support a constitutional amendment to outlaw
abortion, or arc you pro-choice?

POLITICAL REFORM

12, Ethanol Subsidies. Throughout your career, you have been onc of the strongest
supporlers of ethanol subsidies, which some have criticized as comorate welfare. You have also
received substantial campaign contributions from Archer Daniels Midland, the main beneficiary
of those subsidies. Will you cut cthanol and other corporate welfarc in a Dole Administration?

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

13, Kemp’s Pesition. Bclore he became your running mate, Jack Kemp strongly supported
allirmative action, and opposed the California initiative to abolish it. You yourself have a strong
record in favor of civil rights. Why did you change you mind in recent years and opposc
aftirmative action, and how did you persuade Jack Kemp to do the same?

I, FOREIGN

1 Focusing on the Central Issucs. You have enticized President Clinton’s foreign policy
for focusing on periphceral problems like Somalia, Haiti, and Bosnia at the cxpense of central
issues like our relations with China and key European allics. Would your approach to forci gn
policy simply avoid humanitarian tragedics like Somalia, Rwanda and 13osnia?

2. Terrorism. To understand how you would approach the problem of tcrrorism, [ want (o
ask you a hypothetical question. If investigators determined conclusively that either the Khobar
bombing or the TWA crash was the work of terrorists supported by Iran, would you order
mulitary action against Tcheran?

3. - National Missile Defense. You have said there is a serious threat to the United States
from roguc statcs, such as Tran and Libya, oblaining ballistic missiles, and you have called for the
deployment of a ballistic missile defense as soon as possible. 1f such a defensc cxceeded its
current price tag of $60 billion, say going to $100 hillion, would you still think it worth the cost?
And where would you get the moncy for a program of this size and scopc?

4. Traq. For five ycars now, Saddam Hussein has threatened Kuwait, his neighbors, and the
world, not to mention brutalizing his own people. ow do we stop Saddam Hussein and should

-4-
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it be American policy to scek the overthrow of this dangerous and brutal dictator?

5. Russia. You say that President Clinton’s policy towards Russia has focused too much on
President Yeltsin, But he was the elected President of Russia. What is (he altemative?

6. China. Most experts agree that China is ane of the most important forcign pohcy
challenges America faces in the next decade. Should we take steps to eliminate irritants in our
relationship that harm our ability to cngage with China, such as the annual debate over Most -
Favored Nation trading status and the possibility of Taiwanese lcaders visiting the United States?
Or should we adopl a tougher posture to mect the emerging threat as China’s power and
influence increases?

7. The United Nations. You have criticized President Clinton’s approach to the United
Nations. President Clinton argues that it is a good idea for us to share the burden and the risk of
international action through the UNN.  What role do you think the UN. should play? And would
you pay ofl'thc $1 billion in arrears if you were cleeted President?

8. Bosnia. President Clinton said that American forces would stay in Bosnia for ahout a
year -- until Deccember. But most observers believe that ifNA'TO leaves, war wil resume, and
the Europeans have said they won’t stay if the U.S. does not. If you were clected President,
would you pull the troops out on schedulc or would you continuc the deployment if it were
necessary to prevent war from breaking out?

9, North Korea. With North Korea sending a submarine and commandoes into South
Korea, it is ¢clear that the North Korean regime is a threat to our allies in the region. Should it be
Amctican policy to promote the collapsc of the current regime in North Korea?

10.  Rogue States with Wcapons of Mass Destruction. What would you do if you learncd
that Libya was about to build an arscnal of chemical weapons or Iran was about to develop
nuclear weapons? Would you use military force if thesc countries refuscd to give up such
weapons?

11.  NATO. You have eriticized President Clinton for not moving fast cnough (o cnlarge
NATO. What is the urgency to expand NATO, when some experts think doing so will cause a
confrontation with Russia, and when many American’s aren’t sure what NATQ’s mission really
is with the collapse of the Sovict Union? What's the rush?

12.  Defense Budget/Strategy. Whal is the strategy that undetlics your spending plans for
national defense? What are the threats the Amcrican military should be preparcd 10 meet?

13, Chemical Weapons Convention. There is a difference of view between you and the
President regarding the Chemical Weapons Convention. Could you explain why you think

ratifying this Treaty is not in the best interests of the United States?
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IV. POLITICAL

I. You say the President is running {rom his first two years, but many would say you are
running from 35 years of your past. We hear nothing about your years in Congress. Why is that?

2, Name three arcas in which you diffTer from Newt Gingrich.
3. Time Magazine rceently reported on a series of favors that you have performed for major

contributors 1o your campaign. Wouldn't you agree (hat those actions suggest a coziness with
big business lobbyists that justifiably breeds public cynicism with politics and Washington?

4, You say the President flip flops, but your tax plan is a flip Nop to many, and your VP was
forced to flip flop on many of his beliefs. What do you say to this?

5. Your party’s platform has been called extreme by your opponents. Yet you say you
haven’t even read it. Is that truc? Do you agree or disagrce with your platform?

6. Name three arcas where you disagree with the Christian Coalition.,

7. Looking back at your convention speech, would you say (hat your discussion of the past
as America’s best years was a mistuke?

8. It has been widcly reported that the RNC has begun to move resources from your
campaign to the Housc and Senate races. What does this say aboul your campaign.

9. Your party has been widely critical of Mrs. Clinton. Do you think that’s appropriate?
There have been articlcs of Mrs. Dole’s financial dealings. Do you think scrutiny of thosc issues
is appropriaic?

10.  Why did you oppose allowing Pcrot into the debate?

-6-



