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Press Guidance 
February 29, 1996 

ANWR 

Backff-ound: The President yesterday met with the Alaska Congressional Delegation: 
Senator Frank Murkowski, Senator Ted Stevens and Representative Don Young. In 
addition to discussing issues of mutual interest such as salmon and the Everglades - the 
Delegation asked the President to reconsider his opposition to opening the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to drilling. While the President did not agree to 
reconsider, some of Senator Murkowski's comments were misconstrued by reporters as 
indication that the POTUS might be open to such a change. 

• The President had a cordial meeting with the Alaska Delegation. He 
listened politely and carefully to their concerns. He did not indicate any 
willingness to change his standing on the ANWR, nor has he changed 
position. 

• The President is opposed to drilling in ANWR. His position on this issue 
has been clear since the campaign. 

• Most recently (10/26/95), the President wrote Senator Joseph Lieberman 
outlining his views on the issue. In the letter he stated, " I will veto any 
reconciliation bill that opens ANWR to drilling this is one of the most 
significant environmental votes facing Congress, posing a clear choice 
between protecting unique, biologically-rich wilderness and pursuing a 
misguided energy policy." (See attached) 

• His opposition to drilling in this invaluable refuge is consistent with his 
commitment to preserve places of natural beauty and ecological 
importance so that we can pass America's splendor to our children. 

Drafted by April Mellody 
Approved Brian Johnson, CEQ 
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THB WHITB HOUSE 
W4aHINOTON 

October a«, 1995 

Dttar Joe: 

Tbank you for your letter today eeeklno ay views 
.on strlkinfl the previsloii in tHe reconollietion b i l l 
'that would open the ooaatal plain of tbe Arcxio 
Mational wildlife Refuge (MmB) «e e l l and 9M 
d r i l l i n g . 

Because you stated tJiat tbe Senaite ia expected 
ZJO vot;e on tbat aotion in thm near futura^ let ee be 
clean I will va(te any reoonoiliation b i l l that 
opene Allini to drilling. Consequently, Z strongly 
support your and your oolleagues' efCorta «o renove 
tnis pz-ovioien from the bi l l - In ey view, this IB 
one of the aost aignif ioant environnental votes 
facing Congress, posing a olear choice between 
protecting a unique, biologically-rich wilderneBe and 
pursuing a aiBgutdad onergy poLloy. 

Z appreciate and support your efforts to 
preserve JUfWR. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable JOMph I . Lieber»an 
incited statee senate 
Washington, o»C. aosio 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
O F P i C G O F M A N A G E M E N T A N D B U P G C T 

WASHINOTON. O . C . 

TMeomecTOii September 21, 199S 

Henoreble Don Young 
Chairman 
Committee on Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Wasrtington. DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman; 

I am writing to alert you that, if Conoress sends the President a reoonciliacion bin 
tliat iricludes lar>guage to open the coastal plain of the Arctio National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR) to oil ar^ gas driilif>g, he will veto the bill. Let me axplein why. 

President Clinton and his senior advisors have stated many times that we should 
prohibit oii drilling in this biologically-rich wilderness and work instead to protect its coastal 
plain, while ensuring that Native Americans can ute these landa for traditional hunting end 
fishing. Opening this coastal plain to oil and gee davalopment would impect th««e pristine 
lands In several adverse ways: brirvging In exploratory drlllirm arul construction activities; 
building end staffing parmanent operating facilities: and constructing and operating a 
pipeline to connect to the TrartsAlaska Pipeline System. Each stage would bring physical 
disturbances of the area, risks of oil spllla and pollution, and long-term damage that would 
impair wikJIife for decades or centuries. 

The Refuge ia the last protectad fragment of Alaska's Arctic Slope, comprising a 
pristine, unique ecosystem that is home to hundreds of plant and animal species, it 
contains 18 malor rivers and la home to 38 species of land mammals, nine marine mammal 
species, end over 30 fiah species. This area is also tha most important calving area for the 
international porcupine caribou herd. Studies have ahown, for example, that opening this 
area to oil and gas development would lead to sertaus threats to the caribou herd and to 
itc habitat in the eoaatal plain. Those impacts would potentiaUy violate a 1987 joint U.S.­
Canada agreement to protaot the porcupine caribou, its habitat and the ruitive peoples who 
depend on the herd to iĥ e and maintain their culturai heritage. 

The President has considered the fun renge of eptiona to protect the Refuge from 
oil and gaa drilling, and haUsvea this action at this time is ttw moat effective step thet can 
be taken to prasarvo this unique area. At the same time, he remains committed to 
working with Congress to provide parmanent protection for the Refuge. 

Strwerely. 

_ 0 • C S L ' T U ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ * 
Alice M. Bivlin 
Olreotor 

Identical letters sent to Honorable George Miller. 
Honorable Frank Murkowski and Honorable J . Bennett Jotmston 
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THE S E C R E T A R Y OF THE I N T E R I O R 

WASHINGTON 

MAY 2 3 1999 

Hononible William V. Roth, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Wwhington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Roth. 

You have asked for a cJarification of the Administration's views regarding oil and cas 
oevdopment of the Arctic National Wldiife Refuge. 

The AdministxatiQti strongly oppoaes oil snd gas cxploiaUon and development on the coastal 
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. President Clinton anieulated this position 
during his I9S>2 Presidential campaign. 

The Arctic National WDdlife Refuge Is the only conservation unit that protects, in an 
undisturbed condition, a complete specimm of the Arctic ecosystems in North America The 
coastal plain is the most biologically productive pan of the refuge for wildlife and is the 
center of wildlife activity. The wildlife and wiWemeM values of the coastal plain constitute a 
unique and irreplaceable resource Tor our nation and for all future generaUons of Americans 
Exploration for and development of oil and gas is not compatible with thcae unique wildlife 
and Wilderness resources. 

In broader terms, this Administration has been and will continue to be supportive of the 
development of domestic U.S. oil and gas resources. As you arc aware, under current law 
vinually the entire Alaska north slope is available for such development, with the exception" 
of the 110 mile coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

For these reasons, the President and I strongly oppose including revenues in the budget 
resolution based on oil and gas leasing within the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

Sincerely. 


