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TALKING POINTS ON BROWNER’S CLEAN AIR TESTIMONY

February 13, 1997

Background: EPA Administrator Browner testified yesterday (2/12) before the Senate
Environment and Public Works committee about EPA’s proposal to strengthen public health
standards for air pollution. Republican committee members focused on scientific and economic
issues — including whether or not EPA plans to ban barbecues and lawn mowers. Claims that
these regulations would ban barbecues, fireworks and lawnmowers are false. As you can see from
the attached coverage, Browner’s testunony helped dispel several of the myths put forward by

industry lobbyists.

As you may remember, EPA proposed to strengthen the standards for ozone and particulate
matter -- better known as smog and soot — last November after an extensive, 10 year scientific
review. The Clean Air Act directs EPA to review the public health standards for major air

‘pollutants every five years to ensure that they reflect the best current science and, if needed, revise
the standards.

Talking points per Loretta Ucelll, EPA. Associate Administrator for Communications, Education
and Pubic Affairs:

. After reviewing almost 300 studies, an independent scientific panel concluded that the
most recent scientific information provides sufficient evidence that serious health effects
are occurring in children, the elderly and other sensitive populations at particulate matter
and ozone concentrations at and below our existing standards. -

. Clearly, the science calls for action — action to protect millions of Americans, and
especially millions of American children, from hacmful air pollution. In a most compelling
way, the science leads us to the new, stronger standards that EPA has proposed for smog
and soot.

. If new standards are adopted, EPA will work with all those affected -- state government,
local governments, community leaders, businesses large and small -- to find common
sense, cost-effective strategies for meeting them.

. This 1s a vital issue of tremendous importance to millions of American families. It is not
about outdoor barbecues and lawnmowers. It is about finding ways in which we can all
work together to ensure that the air we breathe is healthy, and that our standards protect
the greatest possible number of Americans -- especially our children.

T'hope this is helpful. If you have questions or would like more information, please call me or
Melissa Bonney at 202/260-9828.
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EPA Chief Says Air Rul

By JAMES GERSTENZANG - -
TIMES STAEP SRITER :

WASHINGTON~—The Clinton admin-
istration had z strong message Wednes-
day for Americans who may be worrled
about the tougher clean alr stendards it is
proposing: Don't be fooled by what-you
tear—the resulting regulatlons will not
come between you and your barbecue.

No more obsessing about the relation-
ship with your lawn mower, Environ.
nental Protection Agency Adminlstrator
Carol Browner said in her-first congres-.

slonal testimony about the new .

slandards. And breathe essy—your
Fourth,qf..July. fireworks ;ara.nof, ye
“oU k2390 en 20T g Jdom
"This ls a vi1d) 1ssucof tremendo
!mpar-ian_ue;;o;m!!Isqu-oﬁamerdee(e-;!am~|
ilies,” Browner told the Senate Erviron--
ment and Public Works Commlitee. “It i
not aboul outdoor barbecues. and awn
. mowers. 1t is not about flreworks on the’
Fourth of July. It Is about whether ¢hil-
dren go outdoors on the Fourth of
July and enjoy those firewdsid.” - - .
The more serious debate over the air
uality proposal—and the faéis of a well-
unded opposition.group. made up of
manulacturing Industries and ofl compa-
nies,.am others—has turned on .

e J latig sup ‘by sound -
2‘?’?&%‘1 arch and He fch i€ will
cost t& carry It out.

_ Selentifle gudles Jeave ng doubt that

. the flew plei is w{a]i . B er gaid, and” .-
the Costs"Will' Be cohsidérabefore spe-

cific regulations go Into etfeet.

The proposal, sets, te‘vels al which alr
would be conblde;_mﬁ;;lg!nge usly pol-
Juted with'ozone, or 5mog, anB with par-
ticles of soot a raction ‘of the width of a
human hair. Then, regulation would be
established to help communities reach
the lower levels of polution, by redueing
emissions over a period that could stretch-
more than a decade. -

That 1s-where the debate turns to
Americane’ lifestyles and thelr backyard
gadgets. .

Sometimes ¢ Ishly, sometimes Wwith-
Bgreat ¢ ance, someatimes in radio.
adve‘rl!sements and sometlmes from

d Barbeciies

“buch matters bly"_ ordering a'FEt8Fmul

office 'jbulld-hié_ -on.”:.‘_\vie'_-dngéda j, critfes:

--"have sought to-firg up opposition to the* *
proposed standards by asserting that such: -
ergonal pollutants as barbecues, power -

oats, lawn- mowers and other smalls

. motor impleménts—ad qven fireworks— -
would be cutlawed a8 commuinities ley to

meet the ne'w alr quality levels, -

So Browner was asked i she could cffer '

assurance that backyard barbecues were

notsn jeapardy? - .

' “You are {ree G0 barbecue, mow your .- §
lawn and énjoy the Fourth of July fire.-

‘works," Browner sald In response to a
Question from Sen. Joseph I Lisberman
{D-Conn.).. C
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" Most of Browner's testimony dealt with- -
the scientific and cconomit lssues. -
Involved dn. contidulng to improve the '

quality of the Htion's alt as well as on
whether thie'nallon will be forced to glve

_ up ita recreational pursitits. But it did Ifttle

to, quell qualms 3

Lis ong the:commlttee
miémbers; particu] '

y Republicans.: -

The EPA lagued its proposal last’
. Noyember, acting under'a coutt order.
‘enforeing a provision of the Clean Alr Aet. |

Under the ‘legislation; theé agency must
update the air standards every five years

0 tzke Into acgount the-most recent aci-

‘ehitific: deterrinatjons about- the health
effects of dirty atr; The agency must make
its proposal final by July 19. - ’

The proposal has generated debate
among lhe admlpistration, Congress, state
and tocal governments, rmanufacturers,

emall businesses, environmentallsts, .

health professionals, and others. includ.
lng respiratory patients, tb :whaem many
forms.of poor atr often pose particylarly
serfous risks, in the. vidw of-Health
experts, P e

Critles say the proposa) voiild cost bil-

lions of dollars to carry it but they have
balked at- providing. specific figures on .

how mueh it would
consumers. - :

“Opponents’ most Tecent line of attack

i

“cost individual

i E
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Environmental’ érotectlon- A_gency ﬁid_rﬁlnlst_ra"t,ér'__ Carol
Capitol - Hill Wednesday .about new, -tougher ‘alj

- ynsuffitlent data In veaching its c&nclw

- -signs, and -that a blological. connection -

between the emallest particles of soot and
tespiratory disease’has not been

* eatablished, - :

~studles on the health effects of smog and
- aoot' “and :240. studles. subject - to peer
‘review, Browner sald; - 1~ ¢ -

sclentisty concluded that “the ~ re

~ ot

. 'Amt’n-l.'!dhus
Browner tesyfied - on

quallty stgngards,”

evidence that Se_riéqs'ﬁealth effects are
-occurring in, children, . the elderly apd
. other sensilive populations at particlate

- mtter-and ozone’ conrentrationsiat and .
; St e o below exdsting standieda L T -
- “We taoked .at gome 5,000 sclentific-

The proposal would Jower ihe standard
- for ozone, or smog, t0.0.08 paris‘pet mil-..
averaged over élght hours from

y d ¢ 0o« rothecurrent 012 Barls per milliop average
She atdded that at fndependent panel: of e oot '
» - o lvelsoy

overasingle b
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sel fougher  slandards .
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