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TALKING POINTS ON BROWNER'S CLEAN AIR TESTIMONY 

February 13, 1997 

Background: EÊ A Administrator Browner testified yesterday (2/12) before the Senate 
Environment and Public Works committee about EPA's proposal to strengthen public health 
standards for air pollution. Republican coimnittee members focused on scientific and economic 
issues - including whether or not EPA plans to ban barbecues and lawn mowers. Claims that 
these regulations would ban barbecues, fireworks and lawnmowers are felse. As you can see fi-om 
the attached coverage, Browner's testimony helped dispel several of the myths put forward by 
industry lobbyists. 

As you may remember, EPA proposed to strengthen the standards for ozone and particulate 
matter ~ better known as smog and soot — last November after an ejctensive, 10 year scientific 
review. The Clean Air Act directs EPA to review the public health standards for major air 
pollutants every five years to ensure that they reflect the best current science and, if needed, revise 
the standards. 

Talking points per Loretta UceUi, EPA Associate Administrator for Communications, Education 
and Pubic Af^irs: 

• After revievwng almost 300 studies, an independent scientific panel concluded that the 
most recent scientific infonnation provides sufficient evidence that senous health ̂ ects 
are occurring in children, the elderly and oth^ sensitive populations at particulate matter 
and ozone concentrations at and bdow our existing standards. 

• Clearly, the science calls for action — action to protect millions of Americans, and 
especially millions of American children, from harmfiji air pollution. In a most compelling 
way, the science leads us to the new, stronger standards that EPA has proposed for smog 
and soot. 

• If new standards are adopted, EPA will work with all those affected - state government, 
local governments, community leaders, businesses large and small — to find common 
sense, cost-effective strat^es for meeting them. -

• This is a vital issue of tremendous importance to millions of American families. It is not 
about outdoor barbecues and lawnmowers. It is about finding ways m which we can all 
work together to ensure that the air we breathe is healthy, and that our standards protect 
the greatest possible number of Americans — especially our children. 

I hope this is helpfiil. I f you have questions or would like more information, please call me or 
Melissa Borniey at 202/260-9828. 
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EPA Chief Says 
Outlaw Backyard 
By JANfBS GBRSTENZAKG 

••ir.;7̂ ^Vi•̂ v••!••v̂ >•"|••:••i•:••:i 

TIMES STAR'WttLTEIt 

WASHINGTON-The Cltnioh admin-
IslTAtlon had a strong message Wednes­
day for Araierlcsns who may be worried 
about the tougher clean air standards (t Is 
proposing: Don't be fooled by What you 
hear—the resulting regulaUotw wilt not 
come between you and your barbecue. 

No more obsesting about the relation­
ship with your kwn mower, Environ-
menUl Protection Agency Admlnistralor 
Carol Browner said In her first corkgrea-. 
sLonal leatimony about the- new 
standards. And breathe easy.~your 
Fourlh >of-..July .flr ewo£ks.;aifli.ti.«i yet 

riOU M3I IKMO 'tn ^iriT" v'tn Jtiom 
"Thls-fe a" vltil 1s8ue-of tr^mejidouJ 

jn)poU{ini!e;(oimillEon&orrAmeniffi|'aif0m-| 
ilies," Browner toidihe" Senate Bnwon- • 
ment and Public Works Qsmmlttee. "U is 
not about outdoor barbecues. and lawn 

. mowers. It is not about fireworks on the' 
Fourth of July. It Is about whether chil­
dren go outdoors on the Fourth of 
July and en̂ oy those f IrewsrVS." 

The more serious debate over the air 
quality proposal—and the fo'cus of a well -
funded opposition..group.jnAde up of 
manufacmring Industries and oil compa­
nies,.anjoHg others—has turned on. 
i«Jt^t^ecy«'T>l*Jpf suppofttd;by sodnd -
£clemil?cSi%srfarca 4nd ifelriiuch ]( will 
costUJearrj'llout. 

S(ilghlifl4"Uudres1cava.na doubt that 
ihe iiew pl«ft is ̂ ahl, H f o f ^ t said, aiid' • 
the costs'Will'be'cmsldSrtirtsefore spe­
cific regulations go I nto effect. 

The proposal, fetj, levels at which air 
would be eonsidejeŝ l̂lSangerously pol­
luted with'ozone, of sriibg, anti wUh par­
ticles of soot a fraction of the'width of a 
human hair. Then, regulalioriS would be 
establish,ed to help communities reach 
tJie lower levels of pollution, by reducing 
emissions over* period that could stretch-
more than a decade. 

That Is where the debate turns to 
Americans' lifestyles and their backyard 
gadgets. 

Sometimes i Ishly, sometimes with 
great t ance, sometimes in radio 
advertisements and sometlKiea from 

office - building, on .Wednesday,. critics 
• have sought to fire up opposition to the' < 
proposed standards by asserting that such-. • 
personal polliitanu as bartecues, power 
boatSi lawn- mowers and other smalU 
nMtorimplements—atid even fireworks— ' 
would beou^awed'aV.coiiimunitles Ify to 
meettho ne'w air quality levels. .• 

So Broxvner was asked if she could offer 
assurance that backyard'barbecues were 
not in Jeopardy? • .. . 
' "YoM are. free to barbecue, mow your • 
lawn and «iJoy the Fourth of July fire--
works," Browner said in response to & 
question .̂ rom Sen; Joseph f. Lieberman 
:(D.C6nn.).. 

|ur\'3'Mfi!fi#wlfflfftBWM 
Weh maltiirs bV ordering «')fiil!5Fm\Jlt«li6fl'-'''' 
p ctlixmi iismh}(Lmmi.T«it^n'fit' • 
the smail ft!iBi)lta«rBtlglnes used fn gaxien • 
t o o l s . , : v ' • • • 

Moal of Browtier'ii testimony dealt With' 
the sicle'nllfic aiid ctonomtt issues . 
Involved în-. conllrtulng tii improve the' 
quality (>i the'ntitlon's air as well as on 
whether the nation will be forced to give 

. up Its recreational pursuits;. But i l did little 
to^qnell. qu t̂itts among the ̂  committee , 
tnanftjrs; paMiculatJy Republ^ ' \ ' 

The EPA issued its proposal lasl^ 
. Npyember, acting under a court order. 
e'nfortingaprovisionoftheCliean Air Act . 
Under the legislation; the agency, must 
update the air standards every five years | 
Uj tike Into account the-most recent sci- ' 
ehttflc deiermlnatidns about- the health 
effects of dirty air. The agency must make i 
Its proposal final by July 19. 

The proposal has generated debate 
among the administration. Congress, state 
and tocal governments, Ithahufaclurers, 
em air businesses, enVirdnmentaUsls,. 
health piofeaslonals, and .'others.- Includ­
ing respiratory patients, . to';Vhom many 
forms.of poor air often jjoJ^ particularly 
serious risks, in the. vlfew of' health 
experts. "• •:. • 

Critics say the proposal >vould cost bil­
lions of dollars Us carry out; but tKcy hftve 
balked at providing specific fiigurea- on 
how much l l would cost Individual^ 
consumers. ' : • ' , 
' Cpjionenls' moat recent (tne-of attack 

Anoclslicd Pkeu 
Envlronmetilal Protection Agency Adrnlnlstralpf. Carol Bfowiier te'stifled. on 
Capitol, Hill Wednesdayjabout n9w,_ tdugKoir •air' jqubllty st^sfards," 

•jnsuffitlent data in ifeaching its conclu-
signs, and that a biological, connection 
between the smallest particles ol.sool and 
respiratory disease :hat nbt teen 
establisted. • ' . .• ^ • 
: /We Vaoked .at sproe .5,00.0 sdentlfic 
studies on iha healtii feffecls'of ̂mog and 
aoot."'anti j 240: studies subject to peer 
revifew, Browner said;.. : •; 

She Added that alt independent panel of 
acletiUat# concluded that "pie n 

evidence' that serious health effects are 
occurring in' children, the elderly apd 
other sensitive populattons at parilciilate 

,• matter; and.* WĴ C: o(jric«ntration8-.;̂ t 'and 
betow existing slandsrcta." , : . . 
: The propo's'al wobld lower 'the standard 
for owne, or smog, I0.D4O8 psrU'pet mlU. 
.llon-̂ s averaged over eight hours from 
.the current .aiS^arts per mill(o(i average 
over a single H - " '•̂ .» 
/ I t also 11 telUiu^her alâ darda 


