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Press Guidance 
April 30, 1997 

H.R. 867 - ADOPTION PROMOTION ACT OF 1997 

Background: In February of 1997, at the request of the President, HHS submitted the Adoption 
2002 report ~ to devise new ways to simplify the adoption process and to move children, at a 
faster rate, fi-om foster care into permanent homes. H.R. 867 incorporates many of the 
recommendations included in the Adoption 2002 report thus the Administration strongly supports 
House passage. Today, the House will take up the bill, which passed the Ways and Means 
Committee on April 23. 

See attached DRAFT SAP. 

Silverman 
Conversation with Jen Klein/ODP x62599 



DRAFT - NOT FOR RELEASE 
April 29, 1997 
(House) 

H R. 867 - Adoption Promotion Act of 1997 
(Rep. Camp (R) MI and 31 others) 

The Administratioî supports House passage of H.R. 867 and applauds the bipartisan manner in 
which the bill was developed. H.R. 867 will further Administration and congressional efforts to 
ensure the safety, permanency, and well-being of children in the child welfare system. 

Pay-As-You-Go Scoring 

H.R. 867 would affect direct spending; therefore, it is subject to the pay-as-you-go requirements 
of the Omnibus Budget and Reconciliation Act of 1990. OMB estimates that the net effect of 
the adoption assistance incentive payments and lower foster care payments would be zero in . 
each of FYs 1999-2003. 

* 4> * 4< 4< * * 

(Do Not Distribute Outside the Executive Omce of the President̂  

This position was developed by LRD (Haskins) in consultation with HRD (Fontenot/McKeam), 
BASD (Balis/Bavier), and OIRA (Bernstein/Bond). The Department of Health and Human 
Services (Wallace) and the Department of the Interior concur in this position. The Social Security 
Administration (Warner) had no objection to this position. The Departments of Justice (Jones) 
and the Treasury (Dorsey) as well as the Domestic Policy Council (Klein) had no comment. 

Administration Position to Date 

On April 8, 1997, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) testified in support of 
H.R. 867 before the House Human Resources Subcommittee. HHS also signaled its support for 
the bill in an April 23, 1997, letter to the House Ways and Means Committee. 

Background 

In a December 14, 1996, Executive Memorandum, the President asked HHS to devise new ways 
to simplify the adoption process and to move more children, at a faster rate, from foster care into 
permanent homes. After consulting with foster and adoptive parents, policy experts, and 
advocates at the national, State, and local levels, HHS submitted its Adoption 2002 report to the 
President on February 12, 1997. 

The Adoption 2002 report examined the existing barriers to expedited placement of children from 
foster care homes into permanent homes. In particular, it focused on the varied interpretations of 
the current-law requirement to make "reasonable efforts" to reunify a child in foster care with his 



or her family before adoption can be pursued for the child. The report also outlined a series of 
policy recommendations for meeting the President's directive to increase the number of 
permanent adoptions and challenged the Congress to pass legislation to help achieve this goal. 

On February 27thi the House introduced H.R. 867. The bill incorporates many of the 
recommendations included in the Adoption 2002 report. H.R. 867 was ordered reported by the 
House Committee on Ways on Means on April 23rd. 

The Committee report on H.R. 867 is not yet available. The following summary is based on 
information provided by Ways and Means Committee staff 

Major Provisions of H.R. 867 

"Reasonable Efforts". Under current law, States are required to make "reasonable efforts" prior' 
to placement of a child m foster care to: (1) prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child 
from his or her home; and (2) make it possible for the child to retum to his or her home. 
H.R. 867 would clarify that States are not required to make "reasonable efforts" in cases in which 
a court has found that a child has been subjected to aggravated circumstances as defined in State 
law. These circumstances include cases of parental: (1) abandonment; (2) torture; (3) chronic 
abuse; (4) sexual abuse; (5) involtmtary termination of parental rights with siblings; or 
(6) commission of murder or manslaughter of another child in the home. 

Soeedv Disposition of Children in Foster Care. Under current law, a child who has been in foster 
care for 18 months is entitled to a dispositional hearing to determine his or her future status (e.g., 
whether the child should be returned to his or her parents, remain in foster care for a specified 
period, be placed for adoption, or remain in permanent or long-term foster care). H.R. 867 would 
shorten to 12 months the length of time a child must be in foster care before the dispositional 
hearing is held. In addition, it would change the name of the hearings to "permanency hearings". 

H.R. 867 also would require States to file a termination of parental rights petition with the court 
once a child under the age of 10 years has spent 18 out of the past 24 months in State foster care 
unless the court finds that: (1) adoption is not in the best interest of the child; (2) the child is 
under the care of a relative; or (3) services that the State deems appropriate for the family have 
not been provided. This provision would only apply to children who enter foster care on or after 
October 1, 1997. 

Protections for Foster Parents and Relatives H.R. 867 would provide protections for foster 
parents and relatives of children in foster care. For example, the bill would require States to 
notify foster parents and relatives providing foster care of reviews and hearings regarding a child's 
placement. 



Documentation of Efforts to Find Children Adoptive Homes. H.R. 867 would require States to 
document the steps taken to: (1) find an adoptive or other permanent home for a child with a 
permanency goal of adoption or other permanent placement, including placement in the custody 
of another fit and willing relative; and (2) finalize the adoption or placement. Such documentation 
must include child-specific recruitment efforts such as the use of State, regional, and national 
adoption exchanges, including electronic exchange systems. 

Adoption Incentive Payments Similar to the President's FY1998 Budget proposal, H.R. 867 
would authorize a per child incentive payment to States that increase their annual number of 
finalized adoptions fi-om the foster care system above the base year (FY 1997). Qualifying States 
would be eligible to receive $4,000 for each child with a finalized adoption, and an additional 
$2,000 per child for each special needs adoption. These bonuses would be paid beginning in 
FY 1999 and would be available for use by States for any activity or service allowable under 
title IV-B or FV-E of the Social Security Act. The payments would be provided through a capped 
entitlement equal to a total of $108 million for all the States, payable over five years. 

Advisorv Panel nn "Kinship Care" H.R. 867 would create an Advisory Panel on Kinship Care 
with members to be appointed by HHS, in consultation with the .Chairmen of the Committees on 
Ways and Means and Finance, not later than March 1, 1998. The panel would include: 
(1) parents; (2) former foster care children; (3) State and local public child welfare officials; 
(4) representatives of tribal govemments and courts; (5) judges; and (6) academic experts. In 
addition, the bill would require HHS to submit a report on State practices regarding kinship care 
to the Advisory Panel by March 1, 1998. 

Use of Federal Parent Locator Service. Under the Child Support Enforcement Program, HHS 
currently operates a Federal Parent Locator Service (FPLS) to find absent parents in order to 
enforce child support, custody, and visitation obligations. H.R. 867 would clarify that information 
from the FPLS may be used by State welfare agencies to determine child custody or visitation 
determinations. 

Pav-As-You-Go Scoring 

According to HRD (McKeam) and BASD (Balis/Bavier), H.R. 867 would affect direct spending; 
therefore, it is subject to the pay-as-you-go requirement of the Omnibus Budget and 
Reconciliation Act of 1990. OMB, however, estimates that the net effect of the bill would be 
zero outlays in each of FYs 1999-2003 because reduced foster care payments would offset the 
outlays fi-om any adoption incentives paid. CBO estimates that the net savings associated with 
H.R. 867 would be $34 million during FYs 1998-2002. 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE DFVTSION DRAFT 
April 29, 1997 - 1:50 pm 
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HHS ̂  
y . » . OCPARTMENT O F H E A L T H AND HUMAN S E R V I C E S 

Contact- HCFA Press O f f i c e 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (202) 690-6145 
Tuesday, A p r i l 29, 1997 

discharge from a s k i l l e d nursing f a c i l i t y . 

vpnlace the cu r r e n t systenv t h a t allows f o r a 
The new r u l e s replace ^2„^fi>^iarv's aoooal. The r e g u l a t i o n 

. u l i n g w i t h i n J ' ^ y j ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ l " ^ ^ ^ ^ a n d h e l l t h plans 

::^^^'^^^EB^'^e^ 'ii ^^^^^^ 
? f c o n ^ u I t ^ ^ t o r K ^ h ^ f o n ^ r e f / r ^ o S r s ^ ^ ^ P-ns and others. 

"Consumers should have the r i g h t t o a speedy ^^^^^^ i n cases 
consumers g^id HHS Secretary Donna E. Shalala. 

"TUrse'r^guTa^ioL'wi^l"^ assure t h a t the r i g h t s of patxents come 

f i r.'?t . 

Q^rrPtarv Shalala s a i d the new r u l e "gives Medicare ,, , , 
K f f f - ? ^ r i e s appeal r i g h t s t h a t are artiong the strongest a v a i l a b l e 
? r : n y - n i g e d ' ? S r r e n r o U e e s i n the country, without p u t t i n g undue 
burden on h e a l t h care plans." 

<:;yi;,iaTa also noted the r u l e b u i l d s on a se r i e s of acti o n s taken 
bv the administ?2tiSn i n recent months t o p r o t e c t and improve the 
ri q h ? ^ of Medicare b e n e f i c i a r i e s , i n c l u d i n g l i m i t , on f i n a n c i a l 

entives f o r physicians and a p r o h i b i t i o n on the use of "gag 
r u l e S ^Sat i L i t what physicians can t e l l t h e i r p a t i e n t s about 
Lieatmenc options. 

The r u l e r equires h e a l t h plans t o n o t i f y a l l Medicare enroUees 
of t h e i r new expedited appeal r i g h t s , to use de n i a l n o t i c e forms 
?h'.c describe the expedited appeal r i g h t , t o accept o r a l requests 
for BoSeals t o f o l l o w up ve r b a l n o t i f i c a t i o n s i n w r i t i n g w i t h i n two 
worv'ng d i j s , Snd t o maintain logs and p e r i o d i c a l l y r e p o r t on 
requests f o r expedited appeals. 

"Our b e n e f i c i a r i e s must be assured t h a t i n c e n t i v e s t o reduce 
unnerecsary care w i l l not be allowed to l i m i t necessary cars. And 
" ey mus? knoS t h a t they have a prompt recourse i f they f e e l .hat 

More 
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n • J r-̂ P̂ " said Bruce C. Vladeck, administrator 
they are denied needed care, ^ ^ i ? ̂ J"":^. the Medicare and 
of kHS- H e a l t h ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / ' ^ ^ ' ' t ' l ^ A ^ l t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ government 
Medicaid agency, vladeck added t h t s ^ n c e t ^ regulation w i l l help 
^ ^ . ^ r n i r h l g h ^ r s ^ ^ d a r f f r ? ? r U ? r r ; managed^are industry, " 

Additional. i - - v e m e - s t o ^ t . ^ ^ ^ also^being 
developed Pejtaix^ing t o continuation ^^^^^^^^ t i g h t e r 
prnness, appeal . ̂  .situations that are not urgent. 

.adards f o r appeals -evolving -^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ed care industry 
^ ? ; ! ' i r c o L u ? t e r r n ^ . h r d : ; e ? o p L n t ^ f these proposals. 

### 

Note.. HHS pres. release, are available on the Wcrld «id. We. a t : 
http://www.dhhs.gov. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Michael D, McCurry/WHO/EOP, Mary E. Glynn/WHO/EOP, April K. MellodyA/VHO/EOP, Joshua 
Silverman/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Adoption 

Tomorrow, the House will take up the Ado-ption Promotion Act of 1997. This bill, which passed the 
Ways and Means Committee on April 23 (Wash. Times covered it without mentioning us), is based on 
our proposal to get more kids out of foster care and into permanent homes. Unfortunately, we're 
not getting credit for it. 

We will be sending up a SAP tomorrow, and Mike should probably feature this a little bit In his 
gaggle. I'll send around the draft and an HHS letter. 

This goes back to the Executive Order issued by the President on 12/14/96 asking HHS to simplify 
adoption process and move kids at a faster rate out of foster care into permanent homes. 

HHS submitted Adoption 2000 report to President on 2/12/97. We did a radio address, with adopted kids 
and parents in the Oval based on that. The report made a number of recommendations on this, and it is 
those recommendations on which the House legislation is based. 

Three major things in SAP to focus on: 

1) Reasonable efforts 

2) Speedy disposition of children 

3) Adoption incentive payments 

I understand these will be clear when we see the SAP, which I'm getting. 

Jen Klein is the contact. 



rne sECNeTA>̂ vor HCALTMANO HUMAN fCRvtces 

APR 23 Sg? 

The Honorable Bi l l Archer 
Chiirman, Cotnmitte« on waye and Means 
Uhited states House of Repreaentatived i^ i 
Kashlsgton. UC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Me take thio opportunity t.o inform you of the views of thA 
Department of Health and Hunan Services on H.R. 867, t̂ he 
"Adoption Promotion Act o£ iga?*. This le0isl»tion would further 
the Preaident'a efforts to enaure. the safety, permanency and 
w«ll.baing of children in the child walfare , system and wc 
strongly support its enactment.,-

He would like to thanJc the Committee for its r efforts to develop a 
bipartisan b i l l on adoption that incazporates many of the 
critical actions addreaaed in our; Adoption 2002 ̂ report, %«hlch we 
stUwilt.UflU Uu Uw Presiatfiit uL hia raquest In.rebruary. Aa you 
know, Adoption 3002 responds to the President's^December 
Sxccucive Memorandum and takes its name from tone of its central 
goals—to double by tha y»ar 2002 the number ! of j children adopted 
or permanently placed each year. Ne etrongiy support H.R. e$7's 
goal of providing greater clarity about what is i meant by 
"reaeoxiable efforta^*. In addition %fe applaud the inclusion of 
language requiring States to make 'reasonable efforts" to secure 
a permanent home for-children in foster care when adoption or 
another permanent placement, rather than reunification, is 
established as a goal. 

Further, we strongly support the goal of ensuring that timely 
permanency dAcleion«« ar* made for chlldran who canziot return 
home. Ne would like to work with the Committee on language that 
would maafc *»or ehared goal of expeditioua action to teminatc 
parental rights when adoption is the determined goal for a child. 

He are especially pleased that H.R. 867 incorporates the 
ftfcsidant's proposal to provide fitates with a flnAxiclal bonus 
when they succeed in increasing the number of children who are 
adopted frow the footer care ayatem each yMur. He believe that 
this provides a concrete incentive to Btates for increasing the 
number of adoptions, but alMo pays for icaelf, with tha cost of 
the bonuses offset by savings in foster care costa. 



''«9e 2^-The Honorable B i l l Archer 

Sincerely, 

E. Shalal a 

£0-d ZZO-ou t7T:9T lb.6Z add n T 



DRAFT - NOT FOR RELEASE 
April 29, 1997 
(House) 

H.R. 867 - Adoption Promotion Act of 1997 
(Rep. Camp (R) MI and 31 others) 

The Administratior̂ supports House passage of H.R. 867 and applauds the bipartisan manner in 
which the bill was developed. H.R. 867 will further Administration and congressional efforts to 
ensure the safety, permanency, and well-being of children in the child welfare system. 

Pav-As-You-Go Scoring 

H.R. 867 would affect direct spending; therefore, it is subject to the pay-as-you-go requirements 
of the Omnibus Budget and Reconciliation Act of 1990. OMB estimates that the net effect of 
the adoption assistance incentive payments and lower foster care payments would be zero in . 
each of FYs 1999-2003. 

* 4c 4c * * 4c « 

(Do Not Distribute Outside the Executive Office of the President̂  

This position was developed by LRD (Haskins) in consultation with HRD (Fontenot/McKeam), 
BASD (Balis/Bavier), and OIRA (Bemstein/Bond). The Department of Health and Human 
Services (Wallace) and the Department of the Interior concur in this position. The Social Security 
Administration (Warner) had no objection to this position. The Departments of Justice (Jones) 
and the Treasury (Dorsey) as well as the Domestic Policy Council (Klein) had no comment. 

Administration Position to Date 

On April 8, 1997, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) testified in support of 
H.R. 867 before the House Human Resources Subcommittee. HHS also signaled its support for 
the bill in an April 23, 1997, letter to the House Ways and Means Committee. 

Background 

In a December 14, 1996, Executive Memorandum, the President asked HHS to devise new ways 
to simplify the adoption process and to move more children, at a faster rate, from foster care into 
permanent homes. After consulting with foster and adoptive parents, policy experts, and 
advocates at the national. State, and local levels, HHS submitted its Adoption 2002 report to the 
President on February 12, 1997. 

The Adoption 2002 report examined the existing barriers to expedited placement of children from 
foster care homes into permanent homes. In particular, it focused on the varied interpretations of 
the current-law requirement to make "reasonable efforts" to reunify a child in foster care with his 



or her family before adoption can be pursued for the child. The report also outlined a series of 
policy recommendations for meeting the President's directive to increase the number of 
permanent adoptions and challenged the Congress to pass legislation to help achieve this goal. 

On February 27th., the House introduced H.R. 867. The bill incorporates many of the 
recommendations included in the Adoption 2002 report. H.R. 867 was ordered reported by the 
House Committee on Ways on Means on April 23 rd. 

The Committee report on H.R. 867 is not yet available. The following summary is based on 
information provided by Ways and Means Committee staff. 

Major Provi.sions nf H R, R67 

"Reasonable Bfforts". Under current law, States are required to make "reasonable efforts" prior' 
to placement of a child in foster care to: (1) prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child 
from his or her home; and (2) make it possible for the child to retum to his or her home. 
H.R. 867 would clarify that States are not required to make "reasonable efforts" in cases in which 
a court has found that a child has been subjected to aggravated circumstances as defined in State 
law. These circumstances include cases of parental: (1) abandonment; (2) torture; (3) chronic 
abuse; (4) sexual abuse; (5) involuntary termination of parental rights with siblings; or 
(6) commission of murder or manslaughter of another child in the home. 

Speedy Disnosition of Children in Fnstpr Carp Under current law, a child who has been in foster 
care for 18 months is entitled to a dispositional hearing to determine his or her future status (e.g., 
whether the child should be retumed to his or her parents, remain in foster care for a specified 
period, be placed for adoption, or remain in permanent or long-term foster care). H.R. 867 would 
shorten to 12 months the length of time a child must be in foster care before the dispositional 
hearing is held. In addition, it would change the name of the hearings to "permanency hearings". 

H.R. 867 also would require States to file a termination of parental rights petition with the court 
once a child under the age of 10 years has spent 18 out of the past 24 months in State foster care 
unless the court finds that: (1) adoption is not in the best interest of the child; (2) the child is 
under the care of a relative; or (3) services that the State deems appropriate for the family have 
not been provided. This provision would only apply to children who enter foster care on or after 
October 1, 1997. 

PrQtggtions for Foster Parents and Relativpg H.R. 867 would provide protections for foster 
parents and relatives of children in foster care. For example, the bill would require States to 
notify foster parents and relatives providing foster care of reviews and hearings regarding a child's 
placement. 



DQCumentation of Efforts to Find Children Adoptive Hnmp«; H.R. 867 would require States to 
document the steps taken to: (1) find an adoptive or other permanent home for a child with a 
permanency goal of adoption or other permanent placement, including placement in the custody 
of another fit and willing relative; and (2) finalize the adoption or placement. Such documentation 
must mclude child-specific recmitment efforts such as the use of State, regional, and national 
adoption exchanges, including electronic exchange systems. 

Adoption Incentive Payments. Similar to the President's FY1998 Budget proposal, H.R. 867 
would authorize a per child incentive payment to States that increase their annual number of 
finalized adoptions fi-om the foster care system above the base year (FY 1997). Qualifying States 
would be eligible to receive $4,000 for each child with a finalized adoption, and an additional 
$2,000 per child for each special needs adoption. These bonuses would be paid beginning in 
FY 1999 and would be available for use by States for any activity or service aUowable under 
title r^-B or IV-E of the Social Security Act. The payments would be provided through a capped 
entitlement equal to a total of $108 million for all the States, payable over five years. 

Advisory Panel on "Kinship Cm". H.R. 867 would create an Advisory Panel on Kinship Care 
with members to be appointed by HHS, in consultation with the Chairmen of the Committees on 
Ways and Means and Finance, not later than March 1, 1998. The panel would mclude: 
(1) parents; (2) former foster care children; (3) State and local public chUd welfare officials; 
(4) representatives of tribal govemments and courts; (5) judges; and (6) academic experts.' In 
addition, the bUl would require HHS to submit a report on State practices regarding kinship care 
to the Advisory Panel by March 1, 1998. 

Use of Federal Parent T.Offator sServige. Under the Child Support Enforcement Program, HHS 
currently operates a Federal Parent Locator Service (FPLS) to find absent parents in order to 
enforce child support, custody, and visitation obligations. H.R. 867 would clarify that information 
from the FPLS may be used by State welfare agencies to determine child custody or visitation 
determinations. 

Pav-As-Ynii-Go Scoring 

According to HRD (McKeam) and BASD (Balis/Bavier), H.R. 867 would affect direct spending; 
therefore, it is subject to the pay-as-you-go requirement of the Omnibus Budget and 
Reconciliation Act of 1990. OMB, however, estimates that the net effect of the bill would be 
zero outlays in each of FYs 1999-2003 because reduced foster care payments would offset the 
outlays from any adoption incentives paid. CBO estimates that the net savings associated with 
H.R. 867 would be $34 million during FYs 1998-2002. 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE DIVISION DRAFT 
April 29, 1997 - 1:50 pm 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release November 13, 1997 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

I am pleased that the Senate and the House of Representatives have passed historic, 
bipartisan legislation to promote adoption and improve our nation's child welfare system, 
giving our nation's most vulnerable children what every child deserves ~ a safe and permanent 
home. I very much look forward to signing the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 into 
law. 

This legislation makes clear that children's health and safety are the paramount 
concerns of the public child welfare system. I am particularly pleased that the bill 
incorporates my Administration's recommendations to provide states with financial incentives 
to increase the number of children who are adopted and to make other changes in federal law 
that will make adoption easier and move children more rapidly out of foster care and into 
permanent homes. The legislation also strengthens support to states for services that help 
families stay together when that is possible and promote adoption when it is not. Most 
important, this legislation will help us meet the goal of doubling, by the year 2002, the 
number of children who are adopted or permanently placed each year. 

I want to thank the many members of the Senate and the House of Representatives who 
worked so hard on this bipartisan achievement, but I particularly want to thank the 
congressional leadership and the sponsors of this legislation, Senators Chafee and Rockefeller 
and Representatives Camp and Kennelly, for their commitment. And 1 would like to add a 
special word of thanks to the First Lady for her tenacity and dedication to this important issue. 

I can think of no better way to celebrate National Adoption Month than to sign this 
legislation into law. 
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Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 
November 13,1997 

This bill will protect children*! health and safety, move children out of 
foster care faster, Increase adoptions and support adoptive families. 

Reasonable Efiforts. The requirement that States make "reasonable efforts" to preserve and reunite 
families that have maltreated their children is rewritten to ensure that such efforts make the health and 
safeQr of the child paramount. States are not required to make efforts to keep families together in cases 
of'̂ aggravated circumstances" (such as abandonment, torture, chronic abuse, and sexual abuse) or 
murder or assault of another of their children. States are required to make reasonable efforts to place 
the child for adoption or with a legal guardian in a timely manner. 

Termination of Parental Rights fTPRV States must Initiate proceedings to terminate parental rights after 
a child has been in foster care for 15 of the previous 22 months, except in specified circumstances. 

Adoption Incentive Payments. $20 million is authorized for each of 5 years (FY 1999-2003) for bonus 
payments to states that increase adoptions of foster children above prior levels. Incentive payments 
equal $4,000 for each adoption of a foster child above the base number, plus an additional $2,000 for a 
total of $6,000 per special needs adoption. 

State Report Cards- The Secretaty will annually rate State performance on a number of factors 
including the number of adoptions and length of stay in foster care. 

Reauthorization and Renaming of the Family Preservation Program. This capped entitlement grant 
program to the States is substantially revised and reauthorized for 3 years. The goals of the program are 
expanded to Include time-limited family reunification and adoption promotion. The 3-year total 
reauthorization of funding is $875 million, $65 million in outlays above the current funding level. 

Health Care Coverape for Adopted Children with Special Needs. States are required to provide health 
insurance coverage for any child with an adoption assistance agreement who has special needs and who 
the State has determined would not be adopted without medical assistance. 

Eligibility for Adoption Assistance in Cases of Dissolved Adoptiona. Children with special needs will 
no longer lose their eligibility for federally subsidized adoption agreements because their adoption 
dissolves or their adoptive parents die. 

C\i\\d Welfare Demonstration Projecta. HHS is permitted to approve up to 10 additional child welfare 
and foster care demonstration projects each year. 

Adoptions Across Geographic Unes. States may not postpone or deny adoption while looking for an 
in-state placement when a suitable out-of-state adoption is possible. 

Crimlnfll Record Chcckg- States are required to make criminal records checks for prospective foster or 
adoptive parents. States could opt out of this provision through written notice from the Govemor or 
through state law. 

Technical Assistance to Promote Adoption. The legislation authorizes SIO million per year for 3 years 
for the Secretary of HHS to provide technical assistance to the sUtes to promote adoption, half of which 
must be used to help courts facilitate permanent placements. 

in/conf/Bdop(ion/*ununuy. thon 



Adoption Bill Signing -

Wednesday, Nov 19, at 1:30 p.m. in the East Room. 

1:00 Awardees presented with ribbons by Shalala in TBD (probably Indian Treaty Room) 

1:30 Blue Room: Meet and Greet 

1:40 Program: First Lady, (T) 4 Members of Congress, Vice President, Child, Potus 

The list of awardees is coming. 

Per Kara Gerhardt 


