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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

September 7, 1993 

Mark, 

I would not schedule the President for any events or interviews redgarding 
the 30th anniversary of the assassination of President Kennedy. 

The public mind is already stamped with images of Clinton at Kennedy's 
gravesite, and with Kennedy's family on a yacht off Martha's Vineyard. Anything 
more wil l tempt an irreverent press corps to charge overkill, hero worship, or 
worse. The LIFE magazine piece speaks for itself with a maturity that should 
resolve this problem. 

Some writers, such as Richard Reeves, whose book on JFK wil l be out soon, 
wil l accuse both Presidents of sharing the same weaknesses (see excerpt in 
current edition oi American Heritage magazine). We should not encourage a 
revisionists' debate by having some academic like Arthur Schlesinger Jr. speak 
about JFK at a White House event. And the last thing we need is a pompous 
headline, "You're No Jack Kennedy!" 

The anniversary falls on a Monday, which should be scheduled as a routine 
work day here at the White House. The Kennedy family has always asked that 
President Kennedy be remembered for his life on his birthday, rather than for his 
death on November 22, so I can't imagine them holding a public memorial service 
of any kind. In the absence of such a service (I would stay away from a private 
family gathering). President Clinton may wish to attend a local Catholic church 
for Mass on Sunday, November 21 -- perhaps Holy Trinity, JFK's church, adjacent 
to Georgetown University. Still, I would reconsider my warnings above with care. 

I wil l let you know if I come up with any other ideas. In the meantime, you 
might want to look at the attached memorandum. 



: H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WAS H I N GTO N 

August 17, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Carter W i l k i e , Speechwriting 

SUBJECT: Piece on JFK for LIFE magazine 

In November three decades a f t e r the assassination of President 

on Cha^' T o ^ n ^ F ^ ' f P " ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ' personal, anecdotal p l l c e 

After President Kennedy's death, then Assistant Secretary of 
Labor Daniel Patrick Moynihan recalled on Washington's WTOP 
And'?' ^^^V McGrory said to me that we'll never laugh again 
And I said, 'Heavens Mary. We'll laugh again. It's just that 
we'll just never be young again.' ^ ->^^^ ^^^^ 

I have t r i e d to construct a fresh and relevant perspective of 
President Kennedy that d e l i b e r a t e l y avoids the "o^e^Srief shinina 

edTtion a ' ^ S n a ' S t r f "^""^ "^^^^ L I F I ' S m e m o r i a l " ' e d i t i o n along w i t h any preoccupation w i t h the events of November 

a n ' e : i h ' o ' ^ t a t I S r t o % i l f i l ? l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ~ V than 

For t h i s d r a f t , I took d i r e c t i o n from Norman Cousins, who warned 
us i n the Saturday Review two weeks a f t e r the assassination "?f 

S ? h ' f J T . " r ^ ^ ' X c'^S^s^^^c^s'of'' 
his death, then the tragedy i s indeed a t o t a l one." Cousins 
wrote t h a t there i s nothing to stop the American people ?rSm 
assigning i m m o r t a l i t y to Kennedy's ideals and purposes "?his 
then IS the time f o r brave men to come out of h i d i n g And t h i s 
IS the time to put id e a l s to work." ^ l o i n g . Ana t n i s 

cc. Thomas F. McLarty 
Mark Gearan 
David Dreyer 
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P.O. Box 336 
C i r c l e v i l l e , NY 10919 
(914) 361-2221 

July 26, 1993 

Mark Gearan 
Tlie White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mark: 

Since last year's presidential campaign I've been mulling (read: 
obsessed with) an idea f o r an op-ed essay on the 30th anniversary of JFK's 
assassination, and President Clinton's thoughts on Kennedy would be invaluable 
t o me. Our experience with B i l l Clinton w i l l give many Americans some long-
awaited perspective on young leaders, and should help us recognize that the 
country has grown not only more cynical but wiser and more mature i n the 
generational epoch since Kennedy's death. The Clinton years, good and bad, 
w i l l be h i s t o r i c a l l y enriching ones f o r Americans. 

Could I t a l k to the President f o r 20 minutes sometime t h i s summer or 
f a l l ? I don't own a Washington press card, but I hope you'l l consider the 
enclosed. Thanks very much f o r your time. 

Sincerely, 

//• 
James Harmon 

cc: David Gergen, Dee Dee Myers 



PERSPECTIVE 

The Zuni Rediscover the Art of Running 
A (ii.sca.sc ran rampant loilil iiicinhrr.s of a Native American trUw began 

emulating the actions of their ancestors by JIM HARMON 

W HEN RKIICE LF.ONARD ARRIVED 
;ii the Zuni liKli;iii Rcser^'ation 
in Zuni, N.Mex., in March 
he faced a lormitlable chal­

lenge—a spicaclini; diabetes epidemic. 
Lecinard, a public-health educator with 
Ihe Indian Health Service, an agency (if 
the U.S. Department of Health and Hu­
man Services, hoped he could help the 
Zuni in their battle against the disease, 
which has rim rampant in a number of 
Native American populations since the 
IVSIts. By the early 19,S()s, one third of the 
adults in Zuni had developed lype II 
non-insulin-dependent diabetes, a rale 
seven times that ofthe non-Native Amer­
ican population in the U.S. 

Leonaid. 44, a maratlioner with a mas­
ter's degree in public liealth from the 
University ol Hawaii, was convincetl that 
what the Zuni neetlcd to bring the epi­
demic under control was exercise. He be­
gan his campaign by contacting a group of 
diabetic patients who were being treated 
at the Zuni Public Health Service Hospi­
tal and inviting them to an aerobics class 

that he was planning lo conduct in a local 
high school gymnasium. About a dozen of 
the patients politely agreed lo attend Ihe 
class. Not one showetl u|i. Leonard sat 
alone for an hour with his tape player and 
a stack of disco tapes. 

Before his next scheduletl class. l_eon-
ard called and wrote the patients. Again 
he received assurances that they would 
come. None did. Over a period of ihree 
weeks, Leonard sal by himselt Ihiough si.\ 
straight classes. "As you can imagine, I 
felt less useful Ihan 1 wanted lo be." he 
says. Bul he stuck to the schedule, aware 
not only of the Zuni's shyness but also of 
their traditional belief that a robustiv 
rouniled physique was a svmbol of suc­
cess, a sign that one's status hatl risen 
above the necessUy for physical exertion. 

But the Zuni were also conscious of 
their medical situation. I'inally, for Leon­
ard's seventh class, one ovei"weight Zuni 
woman sh(.)wed up. Tor an hour she en-
tlured his aerobics routine —"boot-camp 
calisthenics to disco music," he recalls. 
I'or the next class, two days later, the 

A wind-sculpted mesa was a spectacu­
lar backdrop for a 25-niile relay race. 

woman brought a friend. Soon 
there were a handful of exercis­
ers, and over Ihe monlhs, the 
word spread that Ihe women were 
losing weight and feeling better. 
Zuni men began coming lo Ihe 
exercise sessions. Half a year af­
ter that somewhat hesitant start. 
Le<inartl had so many students 
that adilitional classes had to be 
added, taught by his wife. Carol. 
Bv the summer of 1**84. Leonard 
had organized walking and run­
ning clubs, a weight-loss program, 
an Aerobics Challenge (in which 
point standings were charted for 
exerciseis). a run-bike biathlon 
and a suinmerlong series of pro­
gressively longer road races. The 

umbrella title for the program was the 
Zuni Diabetes Project. As ihe partici­
pants worked themselves into shape, they 
learned new eating habits and gained con­
trol of their blood-sugar levels. Many 
Zuni were able to reduce or eliminate 
their diabetes medication. 

The reformed diabetics became role 
models, and a cadre of Zuni have bect)me 
aerobics instructiirs. Today, al the four-
year-old tribal Wellness Center, head­
quartered in a wing of a high school, the 
gym is booked solid with exercise classes, 
and Ihe weight-training equipment is in 
near constant use. The full-time staff of 
four health pri>fessionals monitors 12 cer-
tilied Zuni instructors as they conduct 40 
aerobics and circuit-training classes a 
week. Of the total population of S.?i4f) on 
the 4l)().l)(l(l-acre Zuni Rescrvalion, near­
ly l,8IHI individuals are now involved in 
exercise programs. 

Many have become dedicated runners. 
Phillip Vicenti, a .^8-year-old computer 
systems analyst, found out he had diabe­
tes five years ago. The 5' 6" Vicenti 
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weighed 188 at the time and had never 
been much of an athlete, but he had heard 
many Diabetes Project success stories, so 
he enrolled and started running. Ai first 
he could only plod a few hundred yards. 
Today, 2h pounds lighter, Vicenti makes 
regular live-mile runs, and his blood sugar 
is back down to normal. "These days you 
see people running in Zuni who you never 
thought you'd see rimning," Vicenti says. 

This rimning movement lakes on a par­
ticular irony because running was once an 
integral part of the Zuni cultuie, one of 
Ihe tribe's most hallowed forms of self-
expression. In a ceremonial event called 
the slick race, the best athletes once test­
ed their spirit and stamina by running 
barefoot 2.'̂  miles or more through the 
sage and chaparral surrounding the Zuni 
pueblo while kicking small sacred sticks 
along the course. The slicks represented 
the toys of the tribal war gods, who were 
often depicted as tireless runners. 

In previous centuries, the Zuni had al­
ways lived a vigorous, if sometimes pre­
carious, existence. They hunted and 
farmed on the western slope of 
the Continental Divide in what 
eventually became New Mexi­
co, •̂ rhey ale what ihey could kill 
and harvest; wild game, beans 
and other vegetables. Because 
there were ffer îodic famines, 
their bodies developed the ca­
pability of storing above-aver­
age supplies of nourishment to 
tide them over the lean times. 

With this century, particular­
ly after World War II . came the 
widespread availability of store-

Children also learn the joy of run­
ning — and of preventing diabetes. 

bought, processed foods-
new dietary choices such as 
cheeseburgers, soft drinks 
aiki ice cream. I lunting and 
farming were largely re­
placed by sedentary jobs 
such as jewelry-making. The 
genetic asset lhat had once 
helped the Zuni survive be­
gan working against them, 
and olK'sity became a com­
mon problem. Il is also theo­
rized that Native Americans, 
and their genetics, can be 
traced to Asia: as is true of 

other groups of Asian descent —the Mao­
ri of New Zealand and the Polynesians — 
the Zuni are prone to developing Type II 
(.liabetes. It was not long after the stick 
race had died out, in the late I'MOs, lhat 
occurrences of adult-onset diabetes be­
gan to be noticed. 

Hven if Iheir elders adopted a less 
strenuous life-style, the young people of 
the Zuni coniiinied to run, as is attested 
by the cross-country stale championship 
banners hanging in the Zuni High School 
gym —the Zuni boys' team having won the 
title II) of the past 15 years, the girls' 8 of 
the past 10, Bul Leonard says that "after 
the studenis left the structure of the high 
.school cross-country team, there was no 
community reinforcement of running, let 
alone any exercise. " 

Now, with the Diabetes Project, both 
are present. In IWO, more than 1,000 
people —mostly Zuni, but also members 
of other tribes and non-Native Ameri­
cans—took part in the Zuni l-'itness Se­
ries, which runs one weekend every 
month from May to August. The final 

Leonard's patience in rekindling Interest in running was a vital factor 

event of last year's series, a 2.5-mile relay 
run by five-member teams through Ihe 
open range, drew 210 locals and visitors. 
A large Zuni crowd cheered the runners 
in a scene lhat would have made stick rac­
ers of previous generations proud, though 
perhaps perplexed by all the spandex out­
fits and Bart Simpson I'-shirts. 

The defending champions were the 
Zuni Tribal Runners, a team of past and 
present Zuni High cross-country stars-
only one of whom is u member of a diabe­
tes-free family. To the delight of the 
crowd, the first three Zuni runners built a 
45-sccond lead over Ihe Mesilla Valley 
Pacers, a team made up of runners from 
New Mexico State University. But the 
Pacers' Phil Apodaca, a former New Mex­
ico Junior College standout who ran the 
fourth five-mile leg, closed fast on the Zu-
ni's only woman runner. Dawn Eriacho, 
and gave the Pacers a lead they never re­
linquished. " I held him off for about a 
mile, then he sprinted past," said Eriacho 
with a smile. "He's kind of cute." 

The Pacers finished Ihe 2.'i miles in 
2:24, seven minutes ahead of the Tribal 
Runners. The spectators cheered Ihc win­
ners as enthusiastically as they did the lo­
cals. Ron Hamelink, then an assistant 
professor of health at New Mexico State, 
ran the second leg for the Pacers. He was 
as impressed with what he saw in the 
streets of Zuni as he was with his own 
team's performance. "You can see that 
the Zuni really care about themselves — 
much more than the general population," 
he said. 

At the awards ceremony, competitors 
received medallions, plaques and tro­
phies as recognition of their running ac-
complishmenis and their help in promot­
ing a healthier Zuni future. Having run 
his five miles for Ihe cause, Vicenti, who 

had not missed a Fitness Series 
race in the four years since his 
diabetes was diagnosed, shook 
hands with his friends and con­
sidered the way his life has 
changed. " I always worked with 
my dad, who's a r;mcher, and I 
always thought thai al this age 
I'd be doing the same thing, just 
working," he said. "Now here I 
am, running." • 

Jim Hantion is a frcqMnl am-
IriliMor lo litis iimi^nzmc. 



h'o/a ai.^c (L<i complex and potentla Ily cornhiistihlc as Manuel Noiiegcf.^, an exceptional 
judge u.'Y/,s- xsiv/nted. William Hoeveler couldliave come from central ca.^tin'i. 

bv IIM I IAR.MON' 

^'•'''"|55|"*^^-], lie scene in the ornate eeiuial co i i r t iooni of 

I r i '^'"'""'"^ ''"'^^ <3riiee Liiid C:()urthouse on l-'ri-

p | day afternoon. .April .5. was typical of the six-

I-JJI inonrh run of Ijiiiti:(l SluUs of .Xminm \. 

-j;<.l'a-. Xiilniiii i .'\'w//(;;v/, thouL'.h the tension had risen 

imriccLihlv as the riial ncLued LIH CIKI . .After die lead govern­

ment prosecutor, ;issisr:inr U..S. Littoiney I'.ir .Sullivan, linislied 

his closing ar,giinieiu bv policelv rluiiiking the jiirv. the two 

hiuKlred or so spectators in the g.illerv stood i i j i and inikinked 

tiieir necks, cluittCLl distinctedly, coinpLuetl notes, or wanderei.1 

oiitsitle to the coiirtyLud balcony I he del'endaiu, the t'ornier dic-

t;itor ol I'.inaniLi. stood at ease with his hiick to the defense table. 

Linns crossei.1 i.iver his kliLikl I'aii.inKi Defense 

l orces unitnini, talking in .Spanish with his 

daughters, who sat up tVnnt in the '.;allerv. 

I iltecn yauls down the corridor to ( le i i -

er.il Noiieg.i's left, in the cluunbers ol' pre­

siding I i.S. District jiid!j,e W'iHiLim I loevel-

er. tlie atniosplietc was less tvpicLil: there 

was cluios. .Six attornevs were invoKed in 

t\Mi tlisciissioiis, one of them a lieatei.l argu­

ment. Two law clciks rushed in ind out, 

seeking and getting atlvice on the best VV'LIV 

to pkic.ite the parties in anothei CLISC who 

had flown in for a hearing that now hat! to 

be ca.nceled. .A phone rang teiiCLitetllv as 

the jn(.lge's seetetarv, CLilling from the ninth 

floor in his regular ch:inilieis, joined in the 

schedule jnngling. Three other meinheis of 

his .sr.lit hnrticLily collated cnpic.s ot" the jiirv 

instfuetiuns. which Moeveler (pninoimccd 

would begin reLi(,ling to ihe 

tliiee men and nine women jurors LIS so(.in 

LIS the meeting WLIS finished. WLinderme; 

Limoiig the bii'-y hiinuins. lickin',', h.inds LIIII.I 

snifhng shoes, WLIS l loeveler's dog, LI one 

htindied-poimd AkitLi nLimed Nisei. 

In the middle of the noise SLit the 

ye,ir-oli.l judge, white-haired .im.l sr.itcK, his 

e\|iiession one ot Libsorhed Liinnseinent, 

Ins liLinds cLispei.! at his chin, iiule.N tint;ei"s 

pressed Lig.iinsr his lips. |-|is comments, aimeil t<.)WLirtl the ar^ll-

ment, were energetic, I'lLink, and t;ood-linmored, but a loni.! 

dehLire was the List thing I loevelei needed, and this WLIS LI 

doo/y. It concerned the government's lasi-miniite chLinges in 

the case's most impottLint dociinient, Noriega's I OSS indict­

ment. Iloeveler was ahotit to seiul the jurors out to begin 

I '.S, Dislr iel ( ionr i , 
lloeveler. I .L.B. ',50, 

dclibetLiting, and a copy of the indictment that evcrvl)odv 

could agree on WLIS supposed to go with them. 

The problem WLIS magnified by the time—nearly three 

o'clock, Hoeveler's (p i i t t ing t ime latelv, three and a half 

inoiulis Lilter he had undergone open-heart snigerv. I he sixty 

pLiges of jury instructions would take Lit least twd hours to read, 

but he WLIS determined not to niLike the jury wait a weekend to 

hcLir them. "Cenilemen, there is nothing Lil>oiit this ease that's 

been CLISV—never, e\ei." he interjected. ".AIILI I've almost had 

It. N'l.it lip to here," he SLULI w ith a WLUI smile, touching his fore-

hcLid. "but up to here." The hand was Lit his thtOLit. " I 'm going 

out thete to insttnet this jury, Lind we'll give them the indict­

ment v\hen we tesolve this tomorrow." No 

one compkiine(.l. Tluif sounded fine. 

Hack i l l the courtroi.im LI few nnntites 

later, 1 loeveler SLit tlovvn at a t.ible ten feet 

trom the jiitv box instead ot' in his chair on 

the bench and began tCLiding in an aiithori-

fLiiive baritone, " In the triLiI of this cause, 

the judge and the jiirv luive separate fiine-

tions. . . ." As Noriega listenetl to a transla-

toi through hcLidphones. the judge reviewed 

ten counts ot drug tral'Hcking, racketeering, 

and money iLinndering LigLiinst h im, 

explLiined ptediCLite Licts LIIKI snbstLintive 

LK ts, feniini.led the tnrots of how carel'iillv 

they were to consider one another's ojiin-

ions. It w.is hLirdly riveting stuff, but Lloevel­

er liLid been lo(.iking t'(.)rwari.l to leading it 

just tlie SLime. This was his chLince w look 

the jurors in rhe eye. to si/e them tip from 

close tLinge, LIIKI to rcLisstirc them tliLit even 

Lilter mote than si.xteeii tlK.msLind pLiges of 

triLiI tiLinsei ipt, theii job WLisn't impossiljle. 

(.)ne thing 1 loeveler knev\ for sure was 

that he IILRI no better an idea tliLin anvone 

else in the courtroom what the box full of 

people in f i o n t of h i m — seven black 

women, two bLick men, a v\hite man, a 

white w{im.in, LIIUI a l i l ip ino woman — 

might be thinking ab(.)iit Manuel Noriega. 

" I hey re nor LI pLirticnlLiiiv e\|iressive jury," he had saiti earlier. 

" I think they're LIII on I horLi/ine," whispered LI reporter. 

"I'v e never seen LI mote poker-faceil group of people." 

Hy the tune l loeveler Hnislied reading, thanked the jury, 

and CLilletl the court in recess, it wns five-thirty, f)y far the latest 

he liLid worketl since his triple bypass. Though he was still 

. \ l l :ui i i . William 
presiding. 

.>-' fl.vKv vKO M . V ; A / . I \ I ; 
PHOTOGRAPHS OV CHRISIOPHEP BMOWrj 



The rooms of 
I loeveler's home ii 
(ioral (l;il)les Lire 
fil led with ;mtii|ue 
and the walls are 
covered w ith 
Lirtwork. most of 
i t—like Pat 
I.ipsKv's liltichinl.-i 
(in 42(1 .Sover— 
eolleeteil by the 
judge's w ile, 
( i r i f l i i i , v\ ho w ryly 
describes the 
liou.seliold motif 
as I'̂ arK . \ l t ie . 



.(CDCIINCi N()KIK(i.\ ionCiiiual 

lempoiLinlv buzz ing w ith LidreiiLiline. in hLilf LIII-hour he vvould 

be cxbLii is ied. l i i i i i o r n i w the wiLing l ing over the i n d i t i m e n t 

w i i n k i co i i t i nne . " M L I V I go hoi i ie no\ \ . ' " he ;isked liis siLiff. 

I I , . p;|^( [ u o vears h;id l iee i i l ike m>IH* m I I n c v c l -
f , . . : . . . . 

)• .•••;*•:• X cr's t i i s i i i i gn i shcd 4_'-\eLir legal CLircer. I lie iirst 

. \met icLin prosecut ion o l ihe deposed k.-Luler ol 

Liiiotiicr coiinirs—.17 months ol eoi i tent ioi is . i.-on-

_,i":.f ' ,_ i t ove i s iL i l , o f t e n d r c L i d l i i l l y d u l l , o U e n biZLiiie 

Ic.i^Lil i n t r i g u e — I I L K I tr ied his pa t i c iKe . lus siLinuna, Lind his iLiii.h 

in his pri>lession. ciiieitLiinei.l h i m no end. Lind piofiLiblv hcipe.tl 

f i r i n g on his hospiiLihzaiion. 

f i i a i i l e d , C V R I C I K C ul the List WLIS LIS i m i i h mvstiCLlI LIS ined i -

CLil. In'.-esiigLilors iiimmLigin.L!, i h i o n g h NoriegLi's IIDUSC in I'LMILI-

in. i ( a i v . i l i e r ihe lO.S',* .Amenc. i r i i n v . i s i o n , ( ) p c i L i i i o n j u s t 

( 'a i i se . h a i i i d a scnip ol iiLqier in i l i e ge i ie r : i l s SIIILIII voudiKi 

c h a p e l on w h i c h V\ LIS ; I s l i o i t , I I L I I K I W r i i l e n l i s t o l i iLi i i ies . 

1 li)evcler's WLIS Liinong i h e m . .Another WLIS i l ia t ol ihe i i -anoiney 

geneiLil K I C I I L I H I Thornb i i igh . r i i o t i i b i u g h never hit i i off vMih 

I'resli.leni ( ieoige Kiish, LIIUI in \'>'H} lie le l i die . idministrLii ion 

. ind ILIICI s i i l l e r ed LIU cmliLii tLissiii.t; dctcLii in LI I'ennsylvLiniLi 

.SeiiLile iLice. LLISI December , I loev eler's dot tors i n l n n n e d l i i i n 

t ir . i i one ol the mLi|or LUICHCS IcLithng lo lus hcLiii V\LIS pel-

cent b locket l . " V i i i nev er k n o w , ' the | i idge SLIVS. 

l-'oi Lilmi isr I wo \ cLiis ro l lov\ ing us t i l i n g on hebniLn v 4, 1 ''SS. 

the case Li.iiLiinst the \ l L i x i m i i i n 1 .CLitler o f I'aiiLinr.i shnf l l ed |ier-

I ' l i i i c tooK Liliing w i i h o n t lis f u g i i i v e det'endLiiU. . \ t one f io in t 

• 1 loeveler wio te . " The conn IILIS no ex | i cc t ; i i ion tliLit | .Noneg. i | 

v \ i l l f ie b t o i i g h t i r i i o the i n t i s d i c t i o n to Linswer the cliLiiges 

agLiiiiSt l i i i n . " I liLit LiU chLin.L;ed w hen .LS.OOO .Southern ( ' .om-

maiKl [mops s lo t ined l'Lin;ini.l : : tmi : i l v\ i ih :i l;ipe ol I .liidLi I M H I -

For a year and a half after 

time m a three-room ceB3 

i: ;v»IE'^i«ifc!;.::^;^iD£K3 

slLidi's " V m re N o ( i o o d " ; i i id o ihc r bus, LIIKI I loeveler l o n i u i 

himselt .L^liied lo ihe I 'V news. " I d idn ' t i h l n k he't.l be lirLi/en 

enough lo suv k Lnoniul ," he ict Lills t h i n k i n g o f Norie.HLi. " I l i i j . -

n i ed he 'd j i i i n p on LI plLiiie LII some cki i ides l ine Liirsiiip and be 

out ol there." 

InsiCLid. on ILIIIIILMV 4. ! ' ' ' ' ( ) . ihe d;iv Liller NoiiegLi c n i e i g c d 

Irom the I'apLil Nnnc ia in ie m 1 'LUKIIH.I ("ity Lind V\LIS ILIICI :iiiesied 

liy Ligenis n t ' i h e D i n g I M I I I i K c m e n i AdininisirLition (1)1'',.A), lie 

WLIS escoiied into l l o c v c l e i ' s ( j u i i i r o o i n 0 tut lus LniinL'nmenl, 

.mil Slid den Iv CLISC .NO. SS-(1() /0 had ni.-v\ l i te, i l ' LIILLO LIII Liir i il sni-

iCLiluv. 1 loeveler iiisisied r l i ; i i i.hc genet.ii LiticLi'J ih'.; an.iignirient 

despite ihe pIcLis ut jus l l . iml iovani ICLKI Liiiomev; 1-iLink Ui i lnnu . 

iliLii NniieL;:rs iiiiiiLil LippeLirLiiicc lie v\Lii \c t l . I hc l i idgc WLinicti 

lo te;id the i;eneiLil Ins riL;hls. I le LIIICLKK knew Ui ib ino . 

U n l i i i i i i . LI SLi\\v. iL i s i - i a lk ing vcierLin o f MiLimi 's SO-CLIIICII 

w hiie-pov\ d e l I ILI I , IILKI l o l d his c l i e i i l LIII . ibont I loev e le i , so 

NoiieL:,Li niLiy I I L O I ; been pondef i i iL; his good luck. I he M i a m i 

lei^Lil c o m m u n i t v certLiinlv WLIS. The hi '_; l iest-pi i i t i le c i imi i iL i I 

CLISC m the city's history liLid been rLindomlv i l iLiwn bv one ot iis 

most e m i n e n t jnt is is . In his l i l ' ieen years on the federal bench, 

I loeveler has t iccoine knov\ n for his wit le-rLinging intel lect , his 

comniLii id ol the ILIW LIIKI his i i i u o n i | ) i o m i s i n g sense o f t'aiiness. 

Mis wi l l ingness to l isten lo ev ery side o f an a rgument soine-

lirnes slov\'s his i-iroeeedinL:s to LI ciLiv\i, LIIII.1 he Lidiiiits lo Llgoniz-

i n g o v c f r i i l m g s , b i n lie is LI d e e p l y reliL:,ioiis nr. in w i t h LHI 

eainest desire to i j o right, ,ind iliLit e l f o i t tLikes l i m e . I'he iiiLin 

w i l l lei von ch.;inL:e his m i n d , " SLIVS R i i l nno . "1 l e ' l l SLIV, ' I -et me 

liCLif more L I I X M I I i h . i i : I h. idn ' i considered t l iLi i . ' ' 

1 loeveler is one ol i l u ; leasi ie\ ersed jiid';es in i l ie I ' . levenih 

( aii i i i i , . ind LI p.eieniiiLil lnvoi'iic in D.uie ( l o i i i u v PILII .ASSOCILI-

l i o n pol l s . I n Ins e o i n i i o o i n he is L i i i e rn ive and i i n f j i l i i i g l v 

pol i ie , Lind he luis LIII Lilmosr l i i r i i i lcss CLipaeitv to be Limiised, m 

I1111.I I n n v\'he.ic o t l i c i s t i n i l l i iisULition. l,Liv\ vers w h o ;i|-i]ie:ir 

tegii lLii ly l>ej..iie i n m SLIV IIILLI the more IniricLiie the po in i ol 

ILIW, i he m o t e 1 loeve le i e i i jovs e x p l o r i n g i t . Uov kSlLiek. the 

.MiLiini LiltoiiK-y w ho del 'eiuled W i l l i a m K e n n e i l y S m i t h , noted 

tliLit lor LI cLise ;is com|>lex and po i e i i i i a i l v combus t ib le as Nor-

ie'_;Li s. I loeveler could liLiv e come i n ' in ( lent nil (. /.istiinj;. 

k or LI vear and a liLili Lilier lus sniieiidei". N o i legLi m;i tkei 1 nine 

in :i t h r e e - r o o m ce l l n i ck i iL imed the I f i e tL i lo r ' s Sui te LU the 

M i i iopol i iLin ( ',01 reel ioriLil ( '.enter (.M( ',(:), south o f M I L I m i . ' I he 

tirsi projeei lor I loeveler LIIRI his clerk on the case, SLintlrLi Ca\'a-

zos. W.IS d e i e i i i i i m n g vvlie.ihet i l iere could be a tiiLil. As siiLiii!;e 

LIS it seemed, they lo i i nd no th ing in U.S. d r u g Lind iLickeieeiing 

slLiinies, the ( ^eneVLi ( Conv entions, ihe I in i ted .Nations (lliLirtcr, 

lliC Nii ie iTihk- ig ( CliLiner, or dozens ol ["iroseeiiloriLil preceilenis 

th.i i eliLilleng^-d the eoiif l 's j n i i sd i c l i on lo put Nor iega on trinl. 

I he 1 )elense and .St.iie depai I ments Liecoriled l i i rn ptisonei o f 

WLir siLitns, Lind lie beL'.Lin receiving LI m o n t l i l y s i ipe i id of e iu l i iv 

.Swiss I1L1111.S-- ' l i t t v I '.S. dolbr;- —I'niin the govemment . 

1 he gei iei . ; ! no donbl LippreciLiled ihe monev, liecLiiise ne i -

iher Ins l.ivvvcis not die |ndge vvere having i n i i c l i l i n k persnad-

i i i g die l i ove rn inen i 10 |"ieisnLide anv o f sevetLil KnropeLin gov-

e m m e n i s 10 i i n t i eeze some o f l l i e .$2.i m i l l i o n in NoriegLi's 

fore ig i i liLink acconnls. I iLiving, gone v̂  i i l i o i i t p,iv. U i i l i i n o LUUI 

the !;ener:il s o i l ie r lLiv\-ver, Jon , \ ILIV, i l i ieLi iened to i | i i i t . T l i e n . 

on N o v e m b e r S. IO',KI, v \ i i l i i n i i c i i fLinfaie , the (Cable N e w s 

.Network l iegan Liirini.; LindioiLi|n;s o f NorieuLi's CLills f r o m the 

M ( .'( ! to Knbl iKi ' s o l l i i .e . Lin Lippaieni breach o f Linorney-client 

ptiv liege. I he CLISC V\ ;IS now so deep in nnt h;iriei.i le r ruorv lhat 

one MiLiini Lltiornev WLIS CLIIIIIIL:, it "the .SlLirship NoiiegLi, bok l lv 

go ing where no iriLil IILIS gone before. " I loeveler issued LI l e i n -

poiLiiv liLiri on die ( ! N N broLidcLisis Lind or i lered the neiv\otk to 

i i i r n i l i e ILIIK'S over 10 ihe court so he c o u l d l i s ten 10 i h e i n . 

( C N N s i iennoi i sK ob |ecled: " I he p i i l i l i c Iv.is LI n.^lit to know"' 

becLime the fe l ra in ot lis ICLUI L I I I O I n e v , ' I e r r \ Hiensiock. 

l - . igln dLiys l .net, v \h i le Hoeve l e r ' s res t ra inniL; o tde r WLIS 

l i c i i i i i rev ie \ \ed bv the .Siii i ieme (Conn, R i i b l n o l o ld the indite 

1 liLii None.L^Li w iLihed 10 s|ieLik 111 c o n n . 111 his dress i i m l o r i n , l l i e 

geiiciLiI stood ; i i id icLid in LI coinniLi iKl ing voice l i o m LI ptepLiied 

siLiieineni . "WTieii I V\'LIS b i o i i g l i i to ihe I ' i i i l e d SILIICS in LI I C.S. 

.Arinv LiirplLine, 1 inisniki.-nlv fieliev ed i l i . i i 1 wLIS going 10 receiv e 

Ll I L I I I iriLil. IVL' bei.'.Lin. L^om;.; on lo sav t ln i in i^h LIII in te i | i r e ie r 

tliLil ihe I'.ovei i imen i \i , is seeini; 10 it ilrat lie \ \LIS g e l l i n g .inv-

i h i i i g 1)111. " I hev liLive n iken n iv .monev. d e p i i v e d me o f mv 

iLivvvers, I L I I U I I W i t e iL ip j i e i l m y p h o n e c. i l ls . . . . 1 ,1111 LII i h e 

me lev ol Ll lotLillv I intLiii Lind ni 1 | i ist svstem.' 

NonegLi v\Lisn'i blLiining 1 loeveler. In ILICI. he s.ild. " I he one 

s h i n i n g li.e.hl iln(UiL:,li i b i s legLil n i g h m i L n e luis b e e n ^ o n r 

1 lonot. V ) i i hav e a i l e d LIS honest Lind ILIU LIS Linyone could iKij ie 

lor. Noll liLive done voiir verv liest to p io iec t me and my rights 

1 l.vKV.AKi 1 M.vi; vziNi: 



ffom the overreaching LIIHI oppressive condiict-ol the govern­

ment. " But, the genetal SLiid, " I his is not insiice. " 

" I le v\Lis LifticiilLite and v\ell-pfepLued,' the judge saivl kiier, 

choosini; his wortis caretiillv, "LUKI von conkln'i help leeling 

svmiiathv for his position—he's been imprisoned tor Lilmost LI 

vcLir. Lind the .^ovemment's not trcLiting hun verv cortliLilly." 

I his WLis Lilso I loeveler's tirst glimpse ot the strenuth ot .Nor­

iega's persoiiLihty. " l i e WLIS mesmerizing." SLIKI (CavLizos. (.)ver 

the vcLirs the judge had trieii tlrng smugglers, anti-(Castro ter­

rorists, corrupt union olHciLils, LI gronii ol I'.thiopiLin Zion (Cop­

tics who contendeel without success tluit mLirijtiLina smoking 

WLis jiLirt of [licit religion, and a teeiiLige murderer who claimed 

thLit "television intoxication " niavle him do it. 1 le had iLiken on 

the mavor of MiLinii, the blustering sheriff of Brovsartl (Coiintv, 

III eliainhers: lloeveler :iiul his elerU on the ease. .S;iiidra (Ca\;izos 

Liiid even /.s,i /SLI ( ILI I IOI : but LI niilit.irv tliciLitot who once 

declLifcd Ll siLite of WLir betv\een his cnnnirv ,ind the I nited 

.SiLiics and who w,is seen LUOIUKI the work! swLitting LI lectern 

with ,1 machete w ,is .1 whole new chLillenge. 

As the j.iillionse-t.ipes Lidveninre nntokleil, however. 11 WLIS 

business LIS IISIILII in 1 loevelei's ninth-Hoor chLiinbers. In the 

f.ice ot'tiiis and more ih.in I'onr hnndreii otiict pendiiiL: crimiiiLii 

.md civil CLises. the |ndi;e vwis Lilmost impossiblv chi j i i ic t . 

needllii',; his secretLiiv. conitrooin tlejintv. conn securitv s[ie-

ciLilisi. Lind iliree ILIW clerks. (|iiotinL: snip|)ets ot |ihiioso|ihv 

trom rhoiiiLis I'.dison 01 I honKis Meiton. ernm[iling [Xipers 

tlecisivelv LIIUI v\ine,ing them towLial .1 wListeliLisker. \n\one 

stojipini; bv his cliLimbers on LI ^iven .itternoon might observe 

the indue Liiniiiig LI Neit' b.iskeiliLill ,it LI hoop monntetl on LI 

libiLirv stLick. trvini; 10 niLitcli LI clerk's siiot in LI ULIIIIC ol "piu. 

I heie v\-.is. .is LI1V\LIVS. LI V\ell-iliiimbed Bible on I loeveler s 

desk; he is LI cii.ilicc bcLiier LIIUI serves on the ]vnish vesnv LU 

SLIIIU Sie|ihen's lC[iiscop.il (Church 111 ( Coconiii l i n u e . In ilie 

li.ill WLIS Ll bust of Lincoln, iiiiceiemoinonslv Lulotncd v\iili .1 

p.ui ot'tvMsted LiviLitor gl.isses. \ t si\-teei-t'oiii, vviiii Lingnl.ir ICLI-

tiiies .ind Ll niLiLiistcriLil bcLiiing. I loeveler leininds ;i te\\ ot his 

t'riends o f w l n i i L inco ln ini is i h,i\e been liisc. k.ven ihe 

fil liii l-'i ( i i f . i i .1 i i ( / i i i ,n \ dcsciibes Inm .is " l . incoln-

csqnc," ,ind .11 limes the description seems eeiilv luting. Its 

luu diflicnlf to imaguic l . i i icoli i prelerring iiiformalitv to pioio-

col, Lis I loeveler does. ( )ne hectic 11101111111;, diiriHL: .1 i|iiick pie^ 

tri.il coiiterence VMIII the Litiotneys 111 LI cocLiine importLition 

CLISC. one ol them toLI the |nd^e iliLit his client WLIS siill 111 LI JLIII 

timlorin LIIUI needed LI few minntes to cliLinge. "I'lLinklv, I 'd 

tLithet not WLiit," lloeveler sLiitl. l i e tlioiight tor LI moment, 

then stood up. took off his swcLiter and hLiiRlei.1 it lo the Littot-

nev. "XLike sure lie s scLited when the |ntv comes in. LUUI he'll 

look fine in this," the judge sLiitl. " I hope he likes blue.' 

While (CN.N'S Bienstock went on Libont the court's inl'riii!j,e-

ment of the public's tight to knovi, what WLIS on the iLipes. 

l loeveler assertetl tliLit his Hrst responsibility WLIS to tleteniiine 

whether thev might jeopLirdrze NoriegLi's right to LI tLiir ttiLil. 

" I he idea that the goovl of the manv should be given more 

weight tliLin the good of the one turns everything on its IICLKI." 

he saitl, atlding tluit this jiiicv constitutional i|iiestion IILKI been 

waking him up CLitlv on recent 

motniiigs. "We're siipposeil to 

siLiit with the rights ol the indi-

vidiiLil. The press sometimes 

seems iiitoxicLiied v\ i ih the 

idea tliLit evetvthing is sub-

sen ient to //. " .As It turned out. 

neither the Klevcnth (Circuit 

(Conn of .Ap(leaIs mn" the 

,Sii[iteme ( Court SLIW fit to over­

turn kioeveler 's ULI.I; (U'tier. 

This WLis the NoriegLi CLISC's 

fitsi memorLible precedent: .1 

.Supreme ( Coutt-iiphekl order 

of prior restraint on the press. 

" I t eniiied me no purt i tnlat 

pLice 111 llcLiven Liiiionu the 

reporters.' l loev eler SLIV S. 

Things 'j;oi silK w hen the 

jmlue r i l led tliLii the tapes 

v\ere h.irmless Lind ,'_;.ive them 

liLick to the network. (CNN 

prompiK ilecideil not to Liir diem .inv more .iiui rticil 10 pre\ cut 

other news oru.iiiiz.itions from publishing the courts irLinseupts 

ol the iLHies. I he public, it seemed. w:is no longer LI coiisldetLi-

tioii. "Mr. Bienstock, 1 must SLIV I LUU looking torvwirtl m vinir 

Lirgnment with bLiteil brcLith," Hoeveler dcLulpLinnetl in the 

he.iriiig th.ii I'ollowevl. brcLiking np the courtroom Liiidieiicc. 

1 lis snbsennent oiiler Lillov\ed [he ILr.Cil. the .\ssoci-

.iretl I'ress, .md oiliers LICCCSS to the [r,insciip[s .nul scokled 

(CNN loi lis [iliilosophiCLil wallfinu. " l i LippcLiis tliLil (CNNs 

liostiire on ihe |inbhc's rii^lii lo know is .is w Kle-iLiiiuniL; .iiid 

np-to-tlie-miniiie .is us nev\s cover.ige. lloeveler wrote. In LI 

dtLit't ot' the I 'iiler. his clei k, ( C.i\ :izos. Lukled. Lilmost LIS LIII LIS 1 tie 

to the iiidge. ' ' Amiind the World in I hinv Minnies' iiiileed." 

"1 liunied he'd ̂ et LI chuckle out ot it .iiui [hen sttike tliLit 

sentence, s.iid ( CLI\ LIZOS. 

lloeveler vluiekled .ind ke|n ihe eommeiii :n the order. " I 

rhoiiuhr 11 w is perleet. " he SLIU.1. 

.;" ' illiLim MLiicellin lloeveler w.is bom in I'aiis 

\ 111 I 'L ' J . Mis moiher w.is .1 I ' lench oper.i 

• 'C\ singer. LIIUI his I'LIIIICI LI MLII IIIC serv IIIL; with 

the VniernMii k. \ |ied 11 loii. irv I'orces m 

loLince. bill \v.is r.iised 111 1 .iLineich. I'ennsvl-

\LiniLi. oniside 1'hilLidelphiLi. .ind in hiuh school he hecLime ILISCI-

n.ited wuh kiwAcrs LIIUI criminolouv. devouring Imoks such ,is 

Irving Sione's PMl ekissic, i.!,ii<iii,- n.inv:.- I'H' v.v l),/,.'/sr. i le 

.SI r n- \ii;i.K-i ii i L K I'l'L' 
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s i icn i i w d vcLirs ,it l e m p l e 1 n ivcrs i iv ou LI liLiskediLill SCIIOILII-

s l i ip, then W LIS Lissigiied lo LI M.ii ine \ -1 J unit LII H i ick i ie l l . \ \ hen 

he l in ished his tour ol di i iv in I 'Mo. he r inisl ied LII IMR knel l . 

l l o e v e l e r V\LIS niLiisii.il ot d ie Ik i rvLud Law School chiss ol 

10.5(1. where he vwis k n o w n toi bo ih lus sihohir lv mLiniier LIIHI 

the boogie-woogie piLino he phivcd LU pLiriies I I ILI I he LIIUI lus 

loomii iLi ics l ios icd in i l ie i i suite in 1 l.isiings I k i l l . Wh i l e .it I k i i -

VLiid he mel his t i i i n i e wi tc . M L I I \ ( i i i f t i i i .Smith, LI s i i iden i LII 

Welleslcy. 1 hev mLiiricd LIIKI moved to \ l iL in i i in L ' 51 . eve i i i u -

Lillv set t l ing in (COILII ( i . ib lcs . w l i c i e i l icv iLiisevl four c h i k h e n . 

(I 'r i l t spent seven VCLIIS LIS LUI editor o l ' t he 

. \ l i , n / i i H i i i i l d . LUKI B i l l l o r 2n \ e , i r s 

loci isci l on civi l CLises .ii die Mr . imi t i rm ol ' 

K n i g h t , P e t e r s , l l o e v e l e r . I ' l c k l e . 

N ie inoe l i e r N I ' l vnn. Me becLiiiie di ic o f 

the top AmeiicLin e \per ts in the detense 

(d L i rch i tec ts . LI IKI he LIISO fe | i rese iue i . l 

attornev s. Licconnt.inis. . i iul e i i umcc fs in 

iiiLilptLiciice suits. 

•As Ll tiiLiI lLiv\yei, l l oeve le r WLIS LI I IL IHI -

rLi l—i lLishing. del iberL i te. c h . i i m i i i g , po­

l i t e — Lind he w o n o \ e t w i t n e s s e s LI IRI 

ju r ies Lilike. O the r kiw vers set i le i l out o f 

c o n n iLither f lui i i hice h im . One o f t h e top 

t t ial Littornevs in the .South. l.B. Spei ice, 

LRlii i it ietl to be ing LIIILIRI ol h im . " W o m e n 

iieLiiK tell out ol the |iirv box when thev 

SLiv\ h u n , " Spence SLiys. l l o e v e l e r rLirelv 

los t Ll CISC. 

But he foi i iKl lumsei r wo rk ing eonst.i i i t-

ly, b r ing ing tiles home LII i i iuht . g iv ing up 

weekends . Lie WLIS niLikine, uootl monev 

but WLIS sure he WLisn't going to live long. 

Lie vcLirncil to iiiLike LI more mea i i i i i g t i i l 

conn i l i i i t i on to societv. In L ' / f i he Lipplied 

lor .111 open lederLiI jin.l.!;esliip. LUUI. w i th 

the l iL icking ol SeiiLifi irs Law ton (Chiles 

(now l lorida's governor) Lind KicliLiril Stone. I loeveler WLIS one 

o f President j i m n i v CCLirier's Iirst twn Lippointmcnis to the t'eder-

Lil bench in 1077. Lie imagined tliLit l ife LIS a jutlgc wrn ik l be a 

scholarly pursuit , LiU'ordini; h im the o ] ipo t t t in i t \ to contempki te 

bigger issues when he WLisn't condnct ing court pioeeedings. But 

in the ly levent l i (Circuit's Soi i ther i i Llistrict o f I ' lorida, one o f t h e 

coi intrs 's busiest jud ic ia l distr icts, that proved to be so much 

w i s h f u l t h i n k i n g ; t he d r u g s m u g g l i n g cases awLi i tet l . .As a 

j t id .ue—now at a salaiA o f $125,000, perliLips a th i rd o f w hat he 

might niLike in privLite prLictice—I loev elei luis workei.1 constant­

ly, brought tiles home at night, given i i ] i countless weekeiuls. 

I he Not iega CLISC niLide the grcLitest dem. inds on his t ime in 

the summer o f 1091, t l i u i ng the series o f licLuings dcLihng w i th 

secret t loct iments. L i u l e r the guidLince o f t h e (Ckissilie(.l Inl'or-

niLition Protect ion Act (CII ' .A). l loeveler r i i le t l on the relevLince 

ol t loc t iments turnet l over bv the gov e rnmen t that pertLiinetl to 

the more tlrLimLitic ol the defense te.im's claims: tlr.it .Norie.ULi 

liLitl LissociLited w i th ( ColombiLl s M e d e l h n COCLIIIIC CLiriel w i th 

the blessin.i; ol the RCLIULIII LUKI Bush Lit l i i i i iusiiLi i ions; t luit he 

IKRI been on the (Centnil Intell i.uence Aucncv pLivroll lor VCLIIS 

Liiitl CLUiicd mi l l ions o f t lollars; tliLit he luitl s i ip | io i ie t l the I ..S. 

.government s e l lor is in Lirming the .NieLiiLigiian tontiLis LHRI IILKI 

been dupet l bv the COIIMLIS' own Liriiis-for-tlriigs o|)erLilioiis. 

l or weeks I loeveler reati doc i imei i ls in between hearings in 

o ihe i CLises. somemnes w o r k i i u ; i i i i l i l i i i i i e LII i i iuh t . Me Lind 

l l oeve le r s l ips some b 

N ise i , his one l i u i u l r e i 

( CLIV Lizos met on weekends LIS we l l , uncover ing i i i lorniLit ioi i tliLit 

piov ed i iseti i l to ihc dele use bin no th in i ; politiCLillv explosiv c, LIS 

l l ie conrihoi isc lepo i le is so t e n e n i K hoped. i k - t \ \een 1055 LIIKI 

lOSo, recoit ls shov\ct l . l l ie (CI.A LIIKI the I'eiULigon s Defense 

l i i te l l ige i ice .\gencv IILKI pLiid NoriegLi LI IOILII o f S 5 2 2 , ( K K ) . I le 

liLid [ i iov idet i i i i tormLit ioi i on t l r i ig irLif l icking to the I) l- ' . . \ . LIIRI 

die .igency's .idminisitLitors IILRI lepeLiietlK ih. inket l h im tor lus 

hel [ i . Bi l l i he ic v\;is no Lloei i i i ie i i t .Kion to support .i so-CLillctI 

p i ib l i i Liiiiliotitv tlieorv iliLii NorieuLi s own Lillcgcti i n v d b e n i e i u 

in the t l r i ig innlc w.is SLiiiciioneii bv the (CI A oi ihe I )lv A or the 

W h i l e Mouse. I he gove rnmen t t l i i l pro­

duce a photogtLiph of then \ i c e I 'resit leiit 

Bush Lind NoriegLi tLiken in 10S5. v \hen 

Bush stoppet l in I'LIIILIIIILI (Citv lor LI br ie f 

visit w i th I ' tesRleni RiCLirtlo tic ILI Lsprielf . i . 

bu t I l o e v e l e t e x c l u d e d i t . W i t ho i i t LUIV 

other ev idence ot LI relLii ionship betv\een 

the t w o m e n , the onlv t h i n g the p l i o to 

ptovet l wLis tliLit thev once liLitl been in the 

same room. Aii t l though the judge ordered 

the government to t i i tn over the iiLimes o f 

any (CI.A openit ives who might have been 

i n v o l v e d in contrLi t l r ng operLi t ions, the 

t iefense never niLule LIII issue ol the con-

tr.is. B\ the end o f t i le (Cll'.A liCLirings, a 

CLise tliLit Lit htst liLiii LippcLirctl l iopelessK 

enmeshed in polit ics IILRI been reduced to 

Ll d r u g triLil w i t h pol i t icLi l ove r tones . " I 

t h i n k many p e o p l e — pL i r t i cu lL i rK t h e 

press—w ere disLippointed." the judge SLiid. 

"We never got to the good stutT." 

W h e n the jury v\ as chosen last Sep tem­

ber, R i i b ino matle clear Ins prel'erence for 

m i tk l le -aged bkicks, LipiiLirentIv thet i r iz ing 

tluit thev wou ld be more earnest in t heu 

search for just ice aiit l less l i keK to t rust 

the government . In the mean t ime , .Austri­

an ol f ic iLi ls had relcLised %\.^1 m i l l i o n o f No r i ega ' s m o n e v , 

enough to settle up w i th R i i b i no ani l M; i \ : O n Sei i ten iber 10 

the trial began w i th prosecutor .Stilliv aii's open ing stLitement. in 

wh ich he descr ibed the defendLint as "a small I I ILI I I in a geiier-

Lil's i i i i i f o r i n , " 

r t l i day cake l o 

•pound . \ k i t a . 

he g o v e r n m e n t ' s case e t im| i r i sed a long chorus 

\ l ine o f .Noriega's fo rmer business associates and 

I'aiiLima Defense h'orces ( I 'D l - ' ) ol l icers as we l l as 

a number o f conv ic ted d rug traf f ickers, many o f 

w h o m had tu rne t l state's ev idence in exchange 

tor p ledges ol reduced sentences , r e t u r n e d d r u g pro f i ts , or 

inclusion in the l-'edeiLil Wi tness Secur i ty Ptogram. Lloeveler 

Li i lmit ted to be ing nncoml 'or table w i th so much plea-bargained 

tes t imony I rom c o m ictetl t'elons, but he k n e w that R i ib ino , in 

his typical drLimatic style, w o u l d do his best to shred the w i t ­

nesses' stones t lufuiL; his cfoss-exLimiiiLilions. 

.No point i l l the triLiI WLIS more ch i l l i ng ly I'LisciriLiting than the 

test imoi iv o f t h e th i r t ie th o f sixty government v\itnesses, (Car­

los Leht ler , the h ighest - t .u ik ing m e m b e r o f the .Metlel l in CLirtel 

ever coiiv ictetl in LIII .AmeriCLin cour t toom. W h e n Leh t le r v\as 

CLilled to i he w i t ness st . int l last N o v e m b e r , LI n i n r m u r rLiii 

i h i ough die gLillery W i t h i n i i im i i tes the wort l sprcLitl i l i ro i ig l i 

the courthouse, Lind the cemrLiI cour t room begLin to f i l l up. 

{ )ne ol n ine l o i i n t h n g m e m b e r s of the CLirtel. Leh t le r , 42, 
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once promised to cripple the I Cnitetl StLites bv Hooding it with 

cocLiine. Betore lus CLiptiire bv (ColonibiLin LUithorities in I0S7, 

he hati smuggled, by his ow n estiniLite, 150 tons of cocaine into 

the I.Miitetl St.ites LUHI conimLintleil a neo-Nazi politicLiI partv 

that espoiisetl the extermiiuition of (Communists. (.Convictetl in 

Jacksonv ille, Moritki, in lOSS on eleven counts of conspitacv to 

import cocaine—"I WLIS guilty on every cfaint," he matter-ol-

f'actly told assistLint U.S. attrirney Ciuy Lewis as the question­

ing begLUi—Lelider w.is sentencetl to life plus 155 years. Lie 

hatI been kept in solitary confinement in the maximum securi­

ty wing of the federal penitentian.- in Marion, Illinois, and had 

been brought to Miami under heavy security. As Lewis C|ues-

tioiied him, U.S. marshals paced the roof of the courthouse. 

In slow but steady I'.nglish, his voice sounding at times as if 

it rose from a trance, Lehder gave his version ol'the detLiils of 

No point in the trial was 
more chillingly fascinating than 

the testimony of Carlos Lehder, the 
highest-ranking member of 

the Medellin cartel ever convicted 
in an American courtroom. 

«a®a!»i«w«»« 

Noriega's involvement with the cartel, which dated bLick to 
1082, when the general was LI colonel and headed the C2, the 
intelligence btLinch of the I ' D L ,\t the time the cattel v\as 
seLirt:hiiig t'or nev\- smuggling routes. "We knev\ we v\otiltl 
eitliet liLive to liiibe him or fight him, but we neetletl PLinama, " 
Lehder SLiitl ot NorieuLi. 

.Accortling to l.,ehdei, the cartel Ligreed to p.iv NdtiegLi 
Si,000 per smiiguletl kilogram of cocaine tliLit passed thtough 
I'LinLima LUHI Hve cents on ev erv tlolkir iLiiinderetl in I'LiiiLiniLini-
aii liLinks. In return, from 1082 to 10S4 Noriega allowetl a CLU-
tel-controlletl airline, liiLiir, to kind coeaiiie-latlen tlights at 
I'LiiiLiniLi's two niLijor Liirpons. During tliLit periotl. Lehder SLIRI. 
Lit IcLisi 00 percent ol the CLinel's coc.ime was touted through 

I'LlIlLiniLl. 

Llie witness, w ho .idmiiied tluit he IILRI never met the tlefen-
d.int. hcLqictl scorn on the genetLiI m everv nirn, repcLitetllv 
telerring lo liim .is 'Olllcer" NoiiegLi. Lie testified tluit Noriega 
Lillowetl rhe CLinel to biiikl .i cocLilne processing Lib in L.tiiLimLi's 
DLitien jungle fiir .$5 million, antl tluit (CnliLin president hitlel 
(CListni helpctl medi.ite .i ilispiite tluit erupted betv\eeii .NoiiegLi 
Lintl the CLiitel w hen the Lib WLIS iLiitleil in 10S4. 

"Wheiher Ol not he's lelling die tr i i ih. he's i|uite LUI ettective 
v\iiness, " l loeveler s.iid luick in chLiiiibers betore Riibi i io 
begLin his cioss-e\,iiiiinLilion. " l ie spcLiks vetv directlv, though 
v\ ith not .IS much hie .is 1 expeeteti. I he jiuluc w.is prcpLUed 
tot Ll long Liiul tesrv cross, LIS lu.id become Riibino's luibit 
tliniiighoiit the pioseciirion testiiiionv. "It I'tLink keeps going 
the w.iv he luis, he'll nuike Lehder repcLit everything he's SLiitl 
.md speiul .1 tl.iv LIIUI LI IILIII crossim; hini. " 1 loev elet SLlitl. 

L \ I I hour LUitl Ll liLilt 'woiild luive been enough, given the 
luindliil ot 'striking contr.Klittions in l.eluler's testimony. Lie 
insisted tliLit there were no tewer tluin 52 liuiir cocLiine lliulits. LI 

wild divergence from the testimony of the airline's co-owner. 

RicLirilo Bilonick. that there were nineteen. Lehtler's assertion 

tluit the cartel IILRI almost unrcsttictctl use of I'LinaniLi's iLirgest 

Liirports contradicted the testimony of the government's star 

witness, Panamanian pilot Idoyd (Jarlton (CLicetes, that he was 

limitetl to secret flights into clLtndestine Liirsttips. 

As Hoeveler had predictetl, though, Rubino trod much of 

the same ground as Lewis. 'I'his. one o f t h e judge's clerks luis 

suggested, may have served to crystallize in the jurors' minds 

the claims I^ehdet was making instead of trashing them. In a 

tew cases Rubino's repetition opened the door tor Lehder to 

make snide comments that hardly helped the defendant: 

Q: How much cocaine did yon inipott into the L nitetl SiLites.' 
.A; With the assistance o f M u Noriega or w ithout his ussistLince.-
Indeed, with Rubino as an unwilling straight man, at times 

the cross-examination lacked only rimshots. When Lehder 
referred to Noriega as "your millionaire police officer client" 
for the second time, Rubino shot back, " I le's LI militarv- gener­
al, sir. You ate aware of that, aren't you.'" 

"Yes sir, 1 am," said Lehtler. 
"'I ' lien why do you call him Ol'hcer .Noriega.-" 

"Lie was demoted." 
"He's obv ioiislv tLiking even, opportunity to stick it to Norie-

.gLi," SLiid I loeveler during a brcLik. "1 le mav not Linswer (|iies-
tioiis directlv until I get uglv with him. Lintl I mav Iv.ive to 
eventually. But for the most pLitt 1 think LI jiidue shotikl stav 
out ol the I'rav." 

" I f 1 were sitting on that jtirv," said one courtroom r)bserver 
who admitted to being on Noriega's side, " I ' d neetl a whole lot 
to get past CCarlos Lehder." 

Later, as the week endetl, Lloeveler watched from his ninth-
Hoor Wiindows the construction crews at work on the tonntki-
tion o f t h e new 22-siory I'etleral [irisoii tluit wil l eventnaliy 
block his view of northeastetn MiLimi. After l i s ten i i i i ; to 
Lehtler's testimony t'or three dLivs. the judge luiil to Litlmit tliLii 
the irony ot this scene WLIS inesc.ipLible, aiul his thoughts 
t inned to the criniiiiLil drug problem, ev idence of which 
parades thtough his courttoom month alter month. " I WLIS tokl 
recently bv someone ot substance tluit we woukln t lune a 
cocaine problem i t ' i t weren't lot the people o f t h e I. nited 
States," he said. "Novt. tluit's not entirely iLur. . . we LUC IILIIT of 
the ptobleiiu but tluit's too simple LIII Linswet. At the tisk ot' 
sotmtling ii.iiv e, I think the NorieL;Li CLISC IS positiv e proof tluit 
the W Lir on tlriigs is sneceethng to some extent. " 

He mentioned tluit onlv a week earlier, I'ellow ihstiict iiitlge 
jLimes CC. P.iine liati pnblicK LuhocLitetl the leg.iliz.iti<Hi ol 
tiriigs. " Lluif disappoints me," l loevelet SLiitl. " I'here's .i lot ol' 
murder Liroiind, but do we CLipitiikite just because some people 
like to do it.' 1 he tjuestion is Lit least somewluu Liii.ilogons. We 
neetl more hospitals antl drug tre.itment progrLims tluin we 
luive iiov\. lint 1 guess I 'm an eieriiLil optimist. 1 tlon't think von 
solve profilems by .iccetling to them." 

11 niKl-Deeembeu as the pioseci itii111 tinishetl us CLISC. LI 
tightness tluit l loeveler luitl felt in his t liest for LI month 
or so l)e.L;Lm to sprcLul to his luick. I wo tkivs befoie 
(^hristniLis he consnitetl v\ ith lus CLirthologist. LUKI vtithin 
.lO hiuns he luitl been Litlmiitetl to Merev 1 lospiiLil. 

given .1 stress test Lintl a c.itlieterizLitioii, tokl ot'lus Liiterv bloek-
Li.ne, LUitl luitl undergone LI tw o-LUitl-.i-h.ilf-honr coroii.irv by pLiss. 
dri t t kept \ igil 111 the surgicLil waitiiiL; room LUUI then WLIS invit-
etl into recoverv to see hini. "1 swe.ir there conkln't luive been 

.si:r i i:\iiii;n-( \ n IHI K I'l'iJ 



.in)('.iN(; N()Rii;(;.\miirnniai 

Liny more tubes LIIUI w ires go ing in LUUI out ot h i m . " she icc.i l ls. 

' \ \ hen ihev SLIKI, ' V U I m.iv (ouch l i i i i u ' 1 i honeh i . w here': " 

I b iec thivs . i l iei l l ie opeiLi i ioi i . die tLimilv celcbrLiied (Clnisi-

III.IS in the jn t lgcs giiLiit lctI s i inc. wh ich bv i l i cn VVLIS c l i i i i c i c t i 

w i t h t ;el-wel l t i i i i l luiskets. bo in inc ls . po l le t l pki i i is . LIIUI LI si iui l l 

( Cliiistnuis irec. One ot ihe cour t toom .iriisfs sent ,i posie i -s i /e i l 

skc ic l i ol the geiiciLil i luit she't l nuule in to LI longue- in -c l i cck 

g iee imi ; . " ' M L I I I I I V ' LIIUI jcLinnc w ish von ke l iz N L I \ IdLiil LIIRI ,I 

spcetlv lecoveiv, she v\ io ic. 1 loeveler WLIS LI I ICRIV r.ikiiiL; brisk 

vtLilks . i to i i iu l die t i t lh tloor ot d ie hospiui l . 

.At ( lu l l point he luid t l i i cc op l ions: to giv e in to ,iii ex i c i u l ed 

convLilescenec, tletlLue ,i misiriLik LIIUI SILI I I the CLISC over in LI 

lev\ mon lhs : to luintl it ovei lo a i i o ihe i judge: or lo nike some 

t ime to rec( iv er LIIUI plnii,L;c LIIICLKI. I he onlv one he t ons i i le ie t l 

WLIS d ie kist. "1 luitl people SLIV, ' W h\ don't von ji isi c l inck it 

Lintl let somcbot lv else f in ish it.' ' " he s:ivs. " l luil's not the WLIV 

to tlo It. I luid Liii obl igLi i ioi i lo '.;ei b.iek in i hc ie LIIHI l in ish i t ." 

\ l l e r ba t t l ing the side e l lec is o f mcthcLi l ion lor ten tkiv s lo l -

l o w i i i i ; his t l isciui i i ;e l i on i the liospiiLiI on JLUIULIIV 2, l l oeve le r 

r c i i i r ne t i to luive LI pLicenuiker insiLi l lct l . l i e s iop i ie t l bv Ins 

cl iLimbers lo t the first l i m e LI coup le o f weeks ki icr , LIIUI on 

l-ebri iLiry 5, six w e e k s Lilter his i n i t i a l o p e r a t i o n , t he i i i . i l 

resi i i i iet l in luilt-tl.iy sessions w i t h Norie.L;Lrs t ietense. 

Leh t le r Liiitl his iielLirioiis cohoris were LI toi i i ;h LRI to fol low: 

but R i i b i i i o Liiul .\ILIV scoretl points ol iheu own w i th LI l i i i c i i p 

o f Dl- ' , . \ LitlminisiiLitors Lind LR;eiHs CLilletl LIS i i i iw i l l i im w itiiesses 

lor d ie dele i ise. ( )ne bv one thev were Liskctl to t iescnbe N o i -

iegLi's LissisiLince in CLiiching t hug i iLi lhckers. depor t ing t i ig i t ives 

WLintcti in d ie I n i ted .St.iics. eon t i sc i t i i i i ; t l r i i . i ; -rel i i i i i ig c l i c m i -

CLlls, Liiul t tLicmg the tiovv o f iiLircoties 

p r o l i t s t h r o u g h his c o i m t r v ' s l iL inks. 

John (C. L L I W I I , w h o hcLitlcd the D l v A 

t l i i i ing the kite 1080s. W LIS forcetl to ICLRI 

parts ol le i te is he liatl sent to .NOI IC^L I in 

1''85 Lintl 1 OSf). such as. " V u i r l o n g -

siLi i i t l ing siipi>on ot the D r u g l-.nhirce-

i i ient At lminist tLi t ion is grcLitlv Lii ipreci-

Litctl." I he l imi ts t luit I loeveler 's (Cll'.A 

rul ings had imposet l on Noriega's Littor-

neys seemetl less s ig i i ihc.mt as the rcLi-

so iu ib le- t loubi defense took sluipe. 

( ) l course, Rub ino w .isn't Libout to let 

the j i i rv lose sight o f t h e bigger p ic ture. 

At one po in t , t ietense wi tness R I R I O H O 

(CListrelion, a former I'aiuimLiniLin LUIIIILIS-

SLitlor ro Istael , test i f ied that he barely 

k n e w one o f Noriega's closest LIIHI most 

notorious Lissociates, the kite (CesLir Rot i -

r i g i i e z . O n t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s c ross -

e x a m i n a t i o n , LissistLint IJ..S. L i t torney 

M v l e s MLilniLin s l i o w e t l (CListrel ion a 

p l iotogrLiph o f h i m s e l f LUUI Ro t i r i guez 

l o o k i n g c l i i i m n i v ; su t l t len lv (Castrellon 

LippcLired less t l um t rn t l d 'u l . In his le -

tl irect exLiinination, lus pLitience WLining, 

Rub ino LipproLichetl the witness c ln tch-

i i l g the v \e l l -knov t 11 p iece ol noi iev i-

t lei iee, the photo ol Bush Lind Noiie.^Li. 

II LI [ iho lo provct l .1 I r ient ls lu ] ! , Rub ino 

WLIS Liboiit lo ask (CListrelion, then v\iui l 

Liboiit these two people cordiLilK sluir-

III L; LI c o u c h : R u b i n o d i t l n ' t I ' d IL I I 

In Ma rch : pos tsurg ica l fa t igue t l l m i i i i s l i i i i g , 

t r i a l fa t igue a poss ib i l i l v . 

betore I loev elet sumino i ie t l l i im lo LI sitlelKir conterence out ot 

the jn iv 's c i r sho i : 

Ki ibino: I've |usi luul ci ini igh ot diis criiss-cXLimiii.iiiiiii. 

1 locv e lc i : L\utl vou L:O 11\ ei LII ul sii i i \\ this lo I he jiirv: 

Ki ib i i i i i : I WLIS [;iiiiR; lo slio\\ ii lo the w iiiicss. 

I inevelcr: v\eie shnw i i i j ; ii lo the | i i l \ : 

Ki ib inn: 1 w LIS jiist CLIII V i i i i ; i l . 

1 loevelei: I'lLiiik. 1 luive L;ot lo lel l vou dun 1 l ike yon, voii Lire LI 

c l i . imi i i ig iiidiv KII I . I1. b i l l th.it is LI en)ek. . . . Mow Libniii LI pieiure ol 

kiLi i ikl i i i Roosevcli Lintl Winston ( ChiiichiU" . . . I t vou sliovv the 

iniv ,! photi igi. ipl i .inv iriote diLii isn't in evitlenec, 1 LIIII going lo Ici 

\ l r . M.iliiiLiii l i i i vou on die hcLitl. 

m l so it went . I he t iefense cal led e ighteen w i t ­

nesses, but d ie potentiLil i i i ne teen l l i . the CLigeiiy 

LiwLiiictl ( ic i ie iL i I NoriegLi, chose not to t.ike the 

SILIIKI 111 his own belui l t . O n M.ireh 10. die i i i i lge 

. . . inei w i th N o i legLi Lintl the Lltiornev s to ensure tluit 

die ucnciLil luitl rcLichctl his t lccision o f lus ow n tree w i l l . Nor ic -

U.i explLiinctl to I loeveler tli.it in v ie\\' o l ' t he ILICI t lu i i he could 

not tesiify Libont the | io l i i ics o f the CLISC—.iboi i t the invasion, 

Lind the circtimstLinces in wh ich he WLIS bnu igh t ro the L n i t e d 

SiLites—he vt iu ik l iLitlier not testil'v at LIII. 

" I L i s Linvone l o t t e t l \ o u or coerced vou in to i i u i k n i g this 

decision. ' " the i i i i lge Lisketl. 

" N o one v to i ik l be able lo t lo t lu i t , " the genei, i l Liiiswered. 

.At l imes t ln r ing the hcLinni;, I loeveler lockct l eyes w i th Nor-

ICL;.! unt i l one ol d i e m lookc i l LIVVLIV. " I v\Liiitetl to see llov\ he d 

fCLict. " the jntlgc exii lLiinetl Liter. "You can nsiialK sec LI lot in 

l ieople's expressions antl in their eves, but in lus CLISC it's d i f f i -

c i i l t . W hen I've tLilketl to h im he narrows 

his ev es—his look is penet ra t ing . I le's 

obv ious l y b r i gh t and he's pay ing close 

Littentioi i , but it's luird to gLiiige w hat he's 

thinking." 

It v\Lts rumore t l i lu i t NoriegLi . i i id his 

k i w v e r s luu l b e e n . i r g u i i i g to t w e e k s 

Libont w h e t h e r he sho i i l t l test i tv . w i t h 

Nor iegL i WLint ing to and R u b i n o and 

NLiy WLiniii ig h i m not to. I he attorneys 

weren ' t o f fe r ing , in \ detai ls, but , Rub ino 

SLiitl, "A\e t h i n k we cleatK showed the 

jury t luit he d i t l not turn Panama into a 

tLick e lec t ing enterpr ise. " 

.As the t r ia l w o u n d dow n, I loev eler 

grLiduLilly .t;ainetl s t rength, set t l ing into a 

rout ine o f tLiking LI short nap at lunch and 

w t i i k i n g into the earlv Lifternoon, though 

there WLIS no Livdiding the tiaily onset o f a 

t ieep postsurgicLil fa t igue . Perhaps, he 

joke t l . It WLIS s imply rruil fat igue: besides 

the o f ten slov\-going cour t room test imo­

ny, there were the occasional baf f l ing or 

amus ing sitle issues. Lwo weeks betore 

the CLise went tf) the jury, I 'e l ic idad Nor-

ieg.i, the gei ierars w i le, V\LIS CLinght snip-

[ u n g d e s i g n e r b t i t i o n s of t e x p e n s i v e 

w o m e n ' s sui ts LII LI local Bur t l i nes and 

Lirrestetl for s h o p l i f t i n g . " ( J O I R I n i g h t , 

i i i i rse l " l l ie j i i t lge saitl w h e n he heard 

about i l . I le CLilletl the j i i i o ts into open 

conn , one at a t ime, to ask them il they ' l l 

I idnni i i i r i ' l (III i)tr^f 7i 'y 
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liCLinl Linv news .ibout LI member ot the tlel'ciiiliint's I'LUIIIIV, ,intl 

iwo ot die wiiineii sii|ipiesseil siioris ot laiigluci betore compos-

IIIL; ihemscKcs lo tell die jiRle.c w luu ihcv knew. 

Aiiothei tl.iv there WLIS LI phone messLige Irom LI WI/.^/CUPJUN 

I'lisl leportei w ho luid licLUxl tluit v\ hen I'lesitleni bush luitl v is-

ued Miami icceiillv, he luitl met v\ ith I loevelei. I'he |Utli;e. 

. i t toiding lo (he slorv-, WLIS tlrivcn bv limousine lo .1 secret len-

ticzvons Willi die piesitlcnr, siipposctliv impressed upon 

I loeveler die iinpori.iuce ol the NoiicgLi iiiLil's eutling in LI eon-

V leiioii. " ' I his IS hystericLiI," SLiitl the jiitlge. "1 CLIII'I WLIII to lell 

him v\ liLit Ll nice limousine 11 W LIS.' 

" l l Linvone Irom the Justice 1 )epLirtiiieiit ot the executive 

buinch 01 (he (Congress luitl coniLitTctl me to tlo ,inv ,iriii-bentl-

i i i g . ' the j i i t lue lo l t l the repm-tet kiier 111 the Ld'teiiKRUi, 

"believ e me. the Liiiihoriiies wonkl know Libout 11." 

""•\ Lick ,it home on April 5, die evenim.; the closin;; 

[ • LiiL;iiiiieiits liLitl cmicl i i t le t i LIIUI Lloevelet luitl 

\ . iiistriictetl the jiirv, he took his mghtlv WLilk with 

f;:~ Nisei, tossing up iniptessions of wiuit he luitl he.irti 

tlnring the previous lew dLivs. In his closing, Rubi­

no luul loiitlK belittletl the cluiiLietei LIIKI testimony of the pros­

ecution witnesses, LU one point shipping; I'osi-lt notes on his 

t hest Lintl proiionnt ing, "WLirniiiL;; I 'm LI conv ictetl tiriit; tt.if-

licker. WLiriiing: I 'm LI ]iLiitl iiilorniLini." "Yon won't lintl LI lot of 

tli ng CLises like this one, whete the ev itlence is mosilv eireuni-

sKintial, Lintl 1 l l i i i i k l-'tLink's closing gLive Noriega LI i;ootl 

eluince." the jntlgc SLIRI. "Lie iiuide the most of the wcLiknesses 

Lintl inconsistencies in the government's CLISC. I wdiild not be 

shocketl il'the geneiLiI were Lici|uitted on all ten counts. 

" I just hope someone on tluit jiirv' w ill be savvv enough to 

SLIV to the others, 'We CLin't nol decide this case. WliLitever we 

do, we'v e got to tlo something.' " 

I'ive (Livs lateu on (Cavazos's 51st birtlulLiy. the iiitv sent LI 

note to the jntlgc SLivini; it vt.is tleLitllocked. In the eleVLitor on 

his \\,iy tlow 11 to llie cenULil eoiirtroom, Lloeveler shook his 

licLid ami miitieretl, ".Six months." LIS he coiisitleretl for the first 

time the possibility of LI inistiiLil. But only bricHv: " I his CLIHS 

tor speech No. 509." he SLiitl. 

" I his. Litlies Lintl gentlemen, is serious business," he admon-

ishetl the jurv: "Wc have been liete for over six months. Please 

look Lit this cLise rcLisoiiLibK: .And rest Lissuretl tluit von w ill not 

be going home todav." .At this comment there WLIS stitletl 

iLitigliter in the jury box: one juror had reportedly jiacked her 

suitcase at the hotel that morning. 

'1 he grotqi WLIS excused once more, and nothing tiitthet was 

heatd until Linother note W LIS delivered to Hoeveler's chambers 

by twd niLirsluils just after two the following afternoon. .Al'tet 5() 

hours ol deliberations, the jury liatl reached verdicts. I'he 

jiitlge's St,ill went into Lietion—CLilling the Littorneys, notifv ing LI 

reporter w ho WLIS to juiss the message along to other members 

ol the mediLU niLiking sure the interpreters were standing bv. 

lloeveler was in the midtlle o fa hcLiring in another c.ise, LUUI 

he |iressetl on with it—"though 1 V\LIS somewhat tlistracted," 

he SLiid Liter—luiv ing promised reporters that he'd give them 

luill Lin hour betore CLilling court into session. (Cavazos waited in 

his ollice, so jitterv tliLit she began shooting pool—the first time 

llie jiitlge's luiniLifure iLible luitl lieen used in weeks. When 

I loevelei LippcLiictl, he SLIUI, "Lei's go, kitls," Lintl lieatletl for 

die elevulor w ith IIILUSIILIIS LURI clerks 111 lus w Like. 

In the cciiltLil cluiuibers Littornevs vtere outnumbered bv 

secniitv olfieers, some of them vtitli crackling two-way ratlios. 

I he ncrvdiis eiieigv in the room W LIS jiLilpLiblc. W hen cv ei vdiic 

LippcLiictl rcLitlv. lloeveler SLIKI. " l .e is do 11." LIIIII followed Ins 

set iiiitv escoti dovv n the luill to (he eoiiiiroom. 

Bclore she rcLul the v ertlicts, courtroom ilcpiitv MLHILI (Con-

bo\ luiiitletl the IICLIIK peneiletl vetthtt lotni up to l loevelet. 

who opeiietl it Liiitl WLIS sntpiised bv LIII the,LV////V.S—eight—Lintl 

ihe Libsciite ol i i i i t l i i i i iuS. Me luul tliouuht ihe lurors nuLlht 

tieckiie iheiiiseb es l i i i i ig on some of the counts, but insiCLitl 

thev luitl Lirgiietl iheir V\LIV to LIII iiriex|)ecied iiiiLininiitv. .As the 

verilicts \\eie ICLRI, NoriegLi s expiession turnetl to ic\ Linger, 

Lintl his twd vonngest tLiiighteis. SLindrLi LUUI l iuivs. wept. Lhe 

jritlge then tluinketl and exciisetl the jtirv. LUUI LidjutlicLiteti the 

tietentlanr. "(ienerLil .NoriegLi, the jurv luis fountl \ou giiiltv LIS 

to count one. Lintl it is the indgnieiit ol this conn tliLii \ o i i LUC 

giiilrv on count one. I'he jtir\ luis I'oiiiitl vou guilty LIS to count 

two. Lind It IS the jiitlgmeiit of this conn . . . ." 

I loeveler then Linnonnced iluii seiiiencing winiltl tLike place 

July 10. offeretl his praise to the lawyers. Lintl. LIS abruptly LIS 11 

luiti begun, the ceieiiionv eiitletl. Lhe lie.iv v WXHRI coiirtniom 

doots were iinlot ketl. LIIHI reporters bolted lot the hall in a tLice 

to the phones. Lhe membets ol'the ptosetiition tCLim hu,g,L;etl 

wives and mothers antl slappetl one Lintuheron the Ixick. w hile 

Rubino Lintl .MLIV l iut l t l led vtitli the disconsolate .NotiegLi. 

l-iiiLillv the tlelentiLiiif WLIS led out, LIIUI LI niLitsluil Linnonnced, 

" I'he courtroom is closed.' 

";\ real v\ipeoiil. I i i i lu '" the judge SLiid on the WLiy luick to 

the ninth floor. " I tlid not expect tluit." 

Settling into his cluiir in the (jtiiei of his ot'tice. he gazed out 

the v\iiitlov\: his chin in his luiiid. "(CettLiinly it's a gteat relief 

that this is o\ et." he SLiitl, then thought for LI moment. " I alvtavs 

hav e kiiitl of LI tw inge of sorrovt for the defendLint." Lloeveler 

w iimlercd v\ lietlier a tliffereiit raciLiI mix of jurors might have 

been more sv iiipLitlietic to Notie,i;Li. I'here w.is .mother pLinse, 

antl then LI titetl smile. "Of course, next week there w ill ptoba-

blv lie Ll forty-pLige motion lor LI new ttiLiI, highlighting mv 

niLiiiy mistLikes ovet tile past fevt months." 

Oiitsi t le, in the pLintlemonium of fkishing cameras LIIUI 

slioiitetl tpiesiions, Rubino Lingrily tlenounced the verdicts. 

" l'od:iy Ll new page luis been written in .American historv," he 

tleelarctl. " I his, in our opinion, is the modern-day version of 

rhe ernsLitles. . . . " 

Lwci ilavs later, Lloev eler sat at his kitchen table, which was 

strewn with newspapers, reading LUI account o f the jiirv's emo-

tiotiLil deliberations and retJecting on Rubino's post-verdict 

siimniLition. "l-'roni the standpoint of w ho the defendant is and 

was and the circumstances of his being brought here, this is a 

historic case," Lloeveler said. " I t will have a significant effect 

on the Liws rei;ardin;; the seizure of foreign nationals and 

liringing them here ff)r prosecntioiu 

"But I 'm not sure," he Litlded, his smile returning, "rluit tlic* 

outcome will luive much of an effect on the fate of the world." 

On July 10 I loeveler fnlfilletl his nitist difficult judicial res|ion-

sibility, sentencing (jener.il NoriegLi to LI I'ortv-vcLir prison term. 

Me had Ligonized ami prLived about his tlccision lor davs, and, 

as Lifter iiiLun other triLils, his courtroom proniRincement left 

him thoroughlv tleptessed tluit night. " I feel Lilmost inLnletiULite 

to the tLisk," he SLiid the next cLiy. "1 Lilways wontler whether 

I've tloiic the right thing." 13) 

.lini lliiniiiin is 11 Inrlmiir ziriii rl'iisirl in lU-niiosii liiiu/i. ('.alifur-

iii/i. /• iir iiKin IIIKIIII Inm. lil<ri.<i sicliiiac 4. 
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Front Matter 

III iliiinihin: W illi,nn .M. Hui-irlrr. '5('. iii/l^r ni llir Iriiil ul .M/IIINII 

.\"ric':,i. (iiiil bkirv Lirtl .MLi,i;,iziiie idnis/tmulnil .liiii Hiiminn. 

How to Lose Fifteen Cents 
i reelLince joiim.ilist liivi 1 iLinuon \\rites 
oficii Libout spurts Lintl WLIS cutioiis LIS to 
how liitlge WilliLiiii I loev eler iiniitllcs 
himself on LI tennis court. So I kirmon 
iLiL̂ HCtl Liloni; Id WLiteh LI SLimttLiv Lilicr-
iiooii gLiiiic. One nf the jiitlge's re.nul.it 
foursome in (Cot.il (iLibles. LIOIRILI. is 
the iiuiyor of tliLit city 1 loeveler luidn'i 
luitl LI cliLince to iiiiKuhiee die two nf 
them, Lintl LIS pLiy pio[;icssetl IlLimioii 
iioticctl the riiLiviir eveint: him. Decitl-
ing tluit IILUIIIOU WLIS LI pkiinelothes 

iiiLirsluil on luiiitl to protect I loeveler's 
lile. the niLivor w hisperetl tn Linother of 
the loiiisonic. "1 wonder where tluit 
leilow keeps his pistol." 

Ariiictl only with the inif;litv pen, 
1 iLiriiioii iiuitlc tinii trips tioiii his hoine 
111 (CLiliforniLi—Listing fnim LI week tn LI 
mnnih—to inierv iew LIIKI observ e the 
jiitl.L^e. I le ie,L;Liitled the .issignmcnt LIS a 
jouriuilist's dtcLiiiu "On the one luintl 
v\Lis this unprecedented CLISC, LIIRI on 

the other WLIS this reiiiLirkabie judge," 
SLIVS l l.irmoii. "He's vtitlely ,icknowl-
etl,i;cd tn be an Listnte jurist, he's tieepiv 
relii;ioiis LURI |ihiIos<iphicLilly incluictl. 
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he s ciiiiip.isSKiiuite, LIIUI he's \ ctv se­

cure in hiiiiself, vei he refuses to tLike 
hiiusell too senousK:" 

1 iLiruiiJii fountl lloeveler inromuil, 
I'lLink, antl ftieiitlly ' l he jininuilisi even 
siLivetl 111 the jiitlge's home for LI week 
(dinni.i; \\ lnch the vMiuishiekl of his 
leiitctl CLir WLIS suiLishctl in the iiiuht bv 
person or pcisoiis unknown), "lie's LI 
giv ing pcrsiiii. " SLIVS I iLiriiiniu "Look Lit 
the iihoio. The jurv is out sti iigL;liiii; 
viith LI tlcLitllock, the jiitlt;e luis lots of 
other work to CLIICII up on, I'm WListiiig 
his time. Lintl he's LIS t lieerful LIS lie CLIII 
be. Nkiybe it's beCLiuse he's in the pro­
cess ol vt inning lil'ieen cents. I WLIS 
iiiissiiiu Liiitl he v\Lis hiiting. Mv three 
nickels woultl piobLibly still be lyiu,; on 
his tiesk if he liLitlii't iiisistetl I take 
tlieni liLick." 

In this issue \\c initotliicc LI new section, 
"Ri^;lit Nn\\:" It v\ill focus on lescLiich 
in proi;tess Lit Ikirvartl, Liiitl on uanoiiLiI 
issues tluit in\ (ilv e ihe I ' i i i \ eisitv ,intl/ot 
its i;rLitliiates. Lhe Inst i iistLi 11 me n t 
begins on pLi?;e 12. —'I'm.; l-Clil TOKS 
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