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RADIO ADDRESS FROM THE FIRST DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

February 26, 1994 

President Clinton will deliver his weekly radio address from the first 
district police headquarters at Fourth Street S.W. in Washington, DC. The first 
precinct is where Jason White worked, the police officer shot and killed earlier 
this year. 

Attached please find background information on the Administration's 
record on crime, and the transcript of Ron Noble's (Assistant Secretary of 
Treasury for Enforcement) White House briefing which specifically addresses the 
implementation of the Brady Bill. 



CLINTON ADMINISTRATION'S RECORD ON CRIME 
February 26, 1994 

BRADY BILL 

• President Clinton signed the Brady Bill on November 30, 1993 -- breaking 
seven years of gridlock. The Brady Law requires a five-day waiting period 
for the purchase of handguns. 

• Monday marks the first day of implementation of the Brady bill. 

• Each year nearly 7.5 million firearms are sold at retail in the United States, 
about half of them handguns. The Brady bill will reduce handgun violence 
in two ways. First, it will provide law enforcement with the opportunity to 
conduct background checks on handgun purchasers which will stop 
thousands of illegal handgun purchases. Second, it will provide a "cooling-
off period" for individuals who are acting in the heat of passion or the 
depths of depression. 

The following are initiatives the Clinton Administration has pursued during the 
last thirteen months:: 

MORE GUNS OFF THE STREET 

• A ban on imports of foreign assault pistols, such as the Uzi, and called for 
a ban on all assault weapons. The Senate crime bill includes the toughest 
assault weapons ban. 

• Tightened federal gun dealer licensing requirements by improving 
background checks on prospective dealers, requiring dealers to obtain more 
reliable identification from purchasers and scrutinizmg multiple handgun 
sales reports. Proposed dramatically increasing the federal licensing fee for 
gun dealers to reduce the 284,000 gun dealers in the U.S. today. 

• Pushed for passage of a measure in the Senate crime bill which bans the 
possession of handguns by minors. 

100,000 NEW POLICE OFFICERS 

• To make our streets safer, the President's plan puts 100,000 more police 
officers on the streets with heavy emphasis on community policing. This 
measure was adopted in the crime bill. 

• President Clinton signed the Police Hiring Supplement, which awards $150 
million to communities for community policing; federal grants so far have 
been awarded to over 100 cities and towns. 
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SAFER SCHOOLS 

• Requested funding for emergency legislation to help schools in high-crime 
areas implement the SAFE Schools Initiatives. 

FIGHTING DRUGS 

e Elevated the Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy to 
Cabinet rank. 

• Introduced the 1994 National Drug Control Strategy which targets the 
problem of hardcore drug abuse and the violence that surrounds it. 

• Signed an Executive Order strengthening the Office of Drug Policy's 
agency-wide jurisdiction over drug policy, including issues involving national 
security. 

• Included treatment for substance abuse as part of the comprehensive 
health benefits package in the Health Security Act. 

ADDITIONAL AGENCY INITIATIVES 

ONDCP Drug Strategy: The recently released drug strategy calls for breaking the cycle 
of hardcore drug use that accounts for a disproportionate amount of the crime by 
increased treatment availability and increased use of coercive treatment. The strategy 
also increases resources for Safe and Drug-Free schools and ties violence prevention to 
existing drug education and prevention programs for in-school youth. Finally, the 
strategy proposes going after international drug traffickJng organizations in their source 
countnes. 

Operation Safe Home: This joint effort by HUD, Justice and Treasury will bring the 
federal law enforcement resources, in cooperation with state and local authorities, to 
bear on violent crime in public and assisted housing. 

Treasury-ATF Firearms Proposal: Along with reforms of the Federal Firearms Licensing 
laws and a ban on assault weapons. Secretary Bentsen has proposed cracking down on 
gun trafficking in the 10 jurisdictions that account for 23% of the crime; notifying local 
police of the gun dealers in their area; and expanding programs to work with local police 
departments. 

GSA: On January 5th, the General Services Administration announced that it will no 
longer issue waivers allowing federal agencies to sell excess firearms to the private 
sector. 

-30-30-30-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release ireoruary 25, 1994 

PRESS BRIEFING 
BY 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF TREASURY FOR ENFORCEMENT RON NOBLE 

The Briefing Room 

2:40 P.M. EST 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: Good afternoon. Thank you 
for coming today to discuss the implementation of the Brady Act. 
which goes into effect next Monday. 

„ ^ , After a seven-year struggle in the Congress, the Brady 
Handgun Violence Prevention Act was signed into law by President 
Clinton on November 30, 1993. I t i s the most significant gun law 
curtailing criminal access to handguns since the 1968 Gun Control 
Act. 

Each year, nearly 7.5 million firearms are sold at 
r e t a i l in the U.S., about half of them handguns. Until now, those 
guns have been sold primarily on an honor system, wherein the 
purchasers ensure the sel l e r s they are legally entitled to buy 
firearms. On February 28, 1994, r e t a i l sales of handguns w i l l be 
preceded by background checks. Honest, law-abiding citizens w i l l be 
able to continue to purchase firearms; criminals w i l l not. At least 
not without law enforcement f i r s t having an opportunity to prevent 
the sale. 

. ^ '̂ ^^ Brady Act i s complex, and requires close cooperation 
between the private sector and law enforcement. I t also requires 
close cooperation among local, state and federal o f f i c i a l s . 

Allow me to explain the mechanics of Brady. A handgun 
purchaser must f i l l out a form stating that he or she intends to 
purchase a handgun and i s not in one of the prohibitive categories 
such as convicted felon, under indictment, or drug addict. The 
se l l e r must transmit the form to the chief law enforcement officer of 
the purchaser's residence within 24 hours. 

Each state designates which law enforcement organization 
w i l l serve this role. Law enforcement i s required to make a 
reasonable effort to determine whether the prospective purchaser i s 
legally prohibited from purchasing a firearm. i f law enforcement 
determines that the buyer i s prohibited, they can stop the sale. I f 
law enforcement has not informed the dealer within five business days 
that the sale must be stopped, the sale may be completed. 
They can stop the sale. I f law enforcement has not informed the 
dealer within five business days that the sale must be stopped, the 
sale may be completed. 

Treasury's regulations for implementing the five-day 
waiting period and background check for the purchaser of handguns 
were printed on February 14 — two weeks before the deadline — to 
ensure that a l l affected parties had an adequate opportunity to 
understand their new responsibilities. Their i s a 90-day comment 
period before regulations are finalized for us to get the feedback 
and find out how i t ' s going. 

MORE 
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Several informational mass mailings have been sent to 
the 284,000 current federal firearms licensees and the thousands of 
state and local law enforcement offices around the country. The 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms has conducted numerous 
meetings with state and local law enforcement o f f i c i a l s to advise 
them of their responsibilities and to ta i l o r the implementation 
process to the needs of each state. 

The law allows for several state exemptions to the Brady 
background check: One, i f there's a state system in place which 
requires a permit to purchase a handgun; and two, i f the state 
already has an adequate background check system in place. Thirty-
four states and territories w i l l be required to implement Brady on 
Monday. In addition, certain transactions may be exempt from Brady: 
one, i f i t had been certified impracticable because of remote 
geographic location and a lack of telecommunications f a c i l i t i e s ; or, 
two, i f the purchaser has received a law enforcement waiver based 
upon threats against the lives of the purchaser or the purchaser's 
family. 

The five-day waiting period w i l l sunset in five years, 
at which time a new automated instant check system i s to be 
instituted. The Department of Justice's response — for developing 
the automated data system to be accessed in the instant check. This 
system w i l l be used for the purchase of a l l firearms, not just 
handguns, beginning in 1999. 

with me today, I have Bob Creighton — ask him to come 
forward — who's a Special Agent in Charge of the Miami Division of 
ATF; and Brad Buckles, ATF's Counsel. 

At this point we're available for questions. 

Q Why only 34 states? 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: Only 34 states because there 
are certain states which already comply with the intent of Brady. 
That i s , they're already doing a background check before individuals 
purchase firearms. 

Q Do you a l l have any estimates of how many sales 
that you'll stop in a given month? 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: Let me ask Bob to take that 
question. 

MR. CREIGHTON: We know from the experience of the 
states that had instant check systems an alternative systems up that 
they've excluded already thousands. So we can assume that throughout 
the 50 states when i t ' s fully implemented, there w i l l be many 
thousands of sales which are excluded each year. 

Q There i s at least one — I believe i t was a sheriff 
in Arizona who said he's not going to do checks; he doesn't have the 
money, the manpower. What are you going to do about that? 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: Well, i t ' s very important 
that local law enforcement officers do the check. And we're 
confident that with the proper coordination and cooperation with us 
at the federal level, we can assist them in whatever way possible. 
So we expect that people w i l l do the checks. 

Local law enforcement wanted this. This i s not 
something the federal government i s forcing upon state and local law 
enforcement. This i s something state and local law enforcement 
officers have been seeking for some time. 

Q You say the exclusions, thousands of them? What 
were they based on? 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: They're based on people 
obtaining firearms — people t r y i n g to obtain firearms with criminal 
records, with felony v i o l a t i o n s . 

Q Are they a l l criminal records, i s that the basic — 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: Yes. 

Q When you say the regulation — 3 0-day comment 
period — 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: Ninety. 

Q I'm sorry, 90-day comment period — i n other words, 
the regulations that were published are proposed regulations or are 
they actually i n place? 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: They're actually e f f e c t i v e 
now, but during the 90 days that follow, we w i l l get feedback and see 
i f we have to amend them or t a i l o r them i n some other way. 

Q They are i n e f f e c t now? 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY NOBLE: They are i n e f f e c t , 
beginning Monday. 

In other questions? Thank you very much. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END 2:46 P.M. EST 



PRESIDENT CLINTON LAUNCHES EFFORT TO PASS 
ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN AND RECOGNIZES 

1994 VICTIM SERVICE AWARD WINNERS; 
April 25, 1994 

The President today will launch an intensive effort to fight for the passage 
of a ban on assault weapons, which v^ll be considered in the House of Representatives 
over the next two weeks. The Senate version of the Crime Bill, includes a provision 
to ban 19 specific types of assault weapons. 

The weapons banned under the provision are large capacity firearms, 
designed and configured for rapid fire, combat use ~ close quarter shooting at human 
beings. The proposal specifically safeguards the rights of himters and sportsmen by 
explicitly protecting almost 700 hunting and recreational rifles. 

At the Rose Garden ceremony, the President will also recognize eleven 
outstanding citizens who have worked selflessly on behalf of victims of violent crime 
and pay tribute to the efforts of hundreds of volunteer advocates who compassionately 
offer crime victim assistance in their commimities across the country. In addition, 
Attomey General Reno will announce the nomination of Aileen Adams to direct the 
Office for Victims of Crime at the Department of Justice. 

Accompanying President Clinton on stage will be Attomey General Janet 
Reno, Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen, Steve Sposato and Lieutenant Randy Bean. 
Following the announcement of the appointment of Ms. Aileen Adams as the Director 
of the Office for Victims of Crime, the Attomey General will make remarks and 
introduce Steve Sposato. Mr. Sposato will then speak and introduce Secretary 
Bentsen. Secretary Bentsen will introduce Lt. Bean who will then speak and 
introduce the President. 

Steve Sposato 
Steve's wife, Jody, was killed in her San Francisco law office last July when a gunman 
entered the high-rise with two TEC-DC9 pistols and began randomly shooting at 
employees, apparently over a disagreement with the firm. Jody was one of eight 
innocent victims killed, six others were wounded. Steve has an 18-month-old daughter, 
Meghan. 

Lt. Randy Bean 
Lt. Bean is an 18-year veteran of the Dayton, OH police department. In March of 
1991, he was involved in a routine traffic stop where his fellow officer, Steve Whalen, 
was gunned down by an AR-15 assault weapon as he approached a pickup truck. The 
gunman had fired off a 20-round clip in a matter of seconds. After firing at the truck, 
Lt. Bean received fragment wounds in both legs before the gunman was eventually 
caught. Officer Whalen was killed; he was in his early 30's, engaged to be married, 
and very well-liked in the community. 

-more-
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1994 Victim Service Recipients 

Ms. Vickii Coffey 
Executive Director, Chicago Abused Women Coalition 
For five years Ms. Coffey has served the needs of domestic violence victims in 
Chicago. 

Reverend Robert Denton, Akron, OH 
Executive Director, Summit County Victim Assistance Program 
A founding member of the National Organization for Victim Assistance, he has 
worked with abusive men, child abuse victims and survivors of vehicular fatalities. 

Ms. Sharon English, Sacramento, CA 
Assistant Director, Oflice of Prevention and Victim Services, California Youth 
Authority 
For two decades, Ms. English has worked to develop corrections-based victim services, 
particularly working with juvenile offenders. 

Lucy Friedman, Ph.D, New York, NY 
Executive Director, Victim Assistance Agency 
Dr. Friedman built VSA from a small test project to the largest victim assistance 
provider in the nation. She has made it her mission to incorporate victim services into 
institutions such as schools, hospitals and the courts. 

Ms. Sandra Matheson, Hookset, NH 
Director, Office of Victim and Witness Assistance 
Ms. Matheson began as a law enforcement officer specially trained to handle sexual 
assault cases. Currently, she works with victims of child abuse, neglect and victims of 
sexual abuse. 

Mrs. Nell Myers, Austin, TX 
Founder, People Against Crime 
Mrs. Myers has been providing direct services to victims on a volunteer basis since 
1979, when her daughter was murdered. Mrs. Myers has also been a leader in the 
passage of state victim-oriented legislation. 

Ms. Polly Poskin, Springfield, IL 
Executive Director, Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault 
For more than 15 years, Ms. Poskin has been a spokesperson, advocate, fundraiser, and 
counselor for victims of sexual assault and domestic violence in Illinois. 

Ms. Rosemary Rocco, Duluth, MN 
Executive Director, Program to Aid Victims of Sexual Assault 
Ms. Rocco was a founding member of the first sexual assault program in St. Louis 
County, one of the largest rural counties in the nation. Over the years, she has pushed 
for legislation to secure victim service funding and victim rights, and reform state 
criminal codes. 

-more-
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Mrs. Roberta Roper, Upper Marlboro, MD 
Director, Stephanie Roper Committee and Foundation 
In the twelve years since the brutal murder of her daughter, Mrs. Roper has led the 
Stephanie Roper Committee and Foundation, an all-volunteer citizen's group that is 
one of the largest state victims' rights organizations in the country. 

Mrs. Miriam Shehane, Montgomery, AL 
President, Victims of Crime and Leniency (VOCAL) 
This organization, under Mrs. Shehanes leadership has pushed for state legislation that 
secures and protects victims rights in the areas of sentencing, probation and parole, 
and restitution. 

Mr. John Stein, Washington, DC 
Deputy Director, National Organization for Victim Assistance 
Mr. Stein has been a significant force in the victims' movement for twenty years. He 
has worked on drafting and policy direction for legislation and regularly fields calls 
from victims of child sexual abuse, homicide survivors, and victims of domestic 
violence. 

-30-30-30-



PRESIDENT CLINTON SPEAKS TO P O L I C E O F F I C E R S AND C R I M E VICTIMS, C A L L S 
FOR IMMEDIATE PASSAGE OF T H E C R I M E B I L L 

August 15, 1994 

The President will address police officers and crime victims in a Rose Garden 
ceremony to urge Congress to take swift action and pass the Crime Bill. 

Americans are fed up with violent crime in this country. They are tired of 
violent criminals, who are caught only to be returned to the streets. They know it is 
time we impose stricter sentencing for violent criminals. They understand the need for 
more prisons to put the criminals in, and the need to steer youth, and gangs away from 
crime. Americans want swift passage of the crime bill and the President is fighting to 
see that it happens. 

Expected to participate are Dewey Stokes, President of the Fraternal Order of 
Police; Steven Sposato; Janice Payne; and Marc Klaas. The audience includes police 
officers along with relatives and friends of individuals on the program. 

Steven Sposato 

Steve Sposato's wife, Jody, was killed in the San Francisco law office shooting 
last July. A gunman entered the high-rise with two TEC-DC9 pistols and began 
randomly shooting at employees, apparently over a disagreement with the firm. Jody 
was one of eight innocent victims killed, six others were wounded. Steve has an 18-
month-old daughter, Meghan. 

The President met with Steve on April 25 when he spoke of his wife's death at 
rally in the Rose Garden for the assault weapons ban. He has also testified before 
Congress. 

Janice Payne (mother of James Darby) 

James Darby, 9, was shot in the head as he walked home with his family from 
a Mother's Day picnic at a park in New Orleans. The bullet was fired from a shotgun 
pointed out the window of a car which pulled within a few feet of the crowd. James 
died instantly on the sidewalk about a block from his home. 

Two brothers, aged 19 and 14, were arrested and booked in the killing, which 
police believed began as a fistfight during a football game at the park. It was New 
Orleans' 162nd homicide of the year, but James was the youngest victim. Nine days 
before the shooting, James wrote this letter to the President: 

Dear Mr. Clinton, 

I want you to stop the killing in the city. People is dead and I think that 
somebody might kill me. So would you please stop the people from deading. I'm asking 
you nicely to stop it. I know you can do it. Do it. I know you could. 

Your friend, 
James 
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Janice Payne is 29 years old, works as a nursing assistant and has a 7-year-old 
daughter named Marquita. 

Marc Klaas 

Marc is the father of Polly Klaas. Polly, 12, was abducted at knife point 
October 1, 1993, from a slumber party at her home. Richard Allen Davis, a 
twice-convicted kidnapper, was arrested on November 30, and confessed to her 
kidnapping and murder. Davis was released on parole in June, 1993 after serving half 
of a 16-year sentence for a 1985 kidnapping. 

PROGRAM 

Dewey Stokes delivers opening remarks and introduces Steve Sposato. 
Mr. Sposato will introduce Janice Payne 
Ms. Payne will introduce Marc Klaas 
Mr. Klaas will introduce the President 

-30-30-30-



The Presidenc's AnU-Crime Legisloiion: 

Police, Punishment & Prevenkion -- An Overview 

We don't feel safe in our own neighborhoods. Our children fear being aUocked ot 
school. The police are frequently outgunned by drug dealers. Senseless, random acts of 
violence seem to occur more and more frequently everyday. Coreer criminais are returned to 
the streets to violate the citizenry again and ogain. And we don't do whot we can to leod 
young people ond those oddicted to drugs owoy from the poth of crime ond violence. 

Crime ond violence threoten America's future. Our economic prospects ore on the 
upturn ond we con now look to the ckiy when oil Americons will hove health core coveroge. 
Still, there can be no doubt that improvements in our economic and physicol health wili never 
be fully enjoyed if we must live every doy in feor of crime ond violence. 

The President's crime legislotion focuses on three key opprooches to fighting crime 
ond violence, which working together, omount to the needed multi-front blitz on crime which 
Americans rightfully expect. The legislotive centerpieces ore police, punishment & prevention. 

Police: Making Our Streets Safer 

More cops on the street; more cops wolking the beol, working with citizens lo prevent 
ond solve crimes it's thot simple. We need to odd 100,000 new police officers lo the 
streets of our cities. We need to dedicote our low enforcement resources to solving crimes, 
punishing crimes and preventing crimes. Police officers ore the key to oil three. 

Control to the President's plan is moximizing 'community policing' -- officers working 
with the community to prooctively oddress neighborhood problems which contribute to crime 
and disorder. It should be eosy ond commonploce for responsible citizens concerned about 
crime to work in partnership with their local police. 

And those cops deserve our maximum support. We con not expect our low 
enforcement officers to risk their lives on o doily basis without doing everything we con to 
protect them. We con increase the sofety of our police by moking sure that they don't get 
outgunned. Put simply, there is no sporting reason for anyone to own on assault weopon. 
Period. We ore post the point ot which those who would like ossoult weapons to be 
ovoiloble for public sole should be permitted to jeopordize the sofety of our society and its 
police orficers. Assault weapons shouid be t>onned. 

Moreover, retribution for those who kill our police officers must be swift ond severe. 
We should adopt lows ond moke it known os widely os we con thot if you kill o federal low 
enforcement officer, you will foce the death penolty. Our low enforcement community needs 
and deserves that kind of Ixicking. 



Punishment: Sending o SIgnol to Criminols 

All the good work done by the low enforcement community is lost if we don't punish 
those who devostote our neighborhoods. Wilh strict sentences for violent criminols ond 
prisons to put them in, oil Americons will be sofer. 

We must moke sure thot offenders who commit violent oct ofter violent oct get locked 
up for good. Americans ore exhousled ond repulsed by the perpetuol violence which 
surrounds them. Congress should pass o '3 strikes ond you're oul' low which soys thot if you 
ore coughl committing violeni crimes on three seporote occasions, you hove permonently 
obondoned your right to ever be releosed from prison. 

Olher 'truth in sentencing' provisions, ond firm sentences (wilh o 'sofely-volves' lo 
deol wilh extroordinory circumslonces). will send the messoge Ihol we will nol let crime poy. 
And, there ore some crimes which ore so heinous Ihol the ullimole penolty •- the deolh 
penolty -- is bolh necessory ond oppropriote. 

We must provide the funds lo the stotes necessary for them lo build the prisons in 
which to lock up those who prey on the public. We con never oIlow criminols who ought lo 
be in joil, lo freely commil more violent crimes because we lock the prison space in which lo 
put them. Prisons ore expensive ond il is unforlunole thot we must spend our lox dollors lo 
lock people up, bul we must nol hesilole lo do so. 

Finolly, we should recognize Ihol different kinds of prisons ore oppropriote for 
different kinds of crimes. Non-violent offenders should be put in boot comps. There, Ihey 
con be punished ond Ihey con olso ieorn skills ond discipline rolher Ihon learning more obout 
crime. Boot comps provide necessory punishmeni olong wilh the opportunity to gel the 
ollenlion of youthful offenders on the wrong Irock ond steer them in the right direction. 

Prevention: Something To Sotj Yes To 

Just OS certoinly os we must punish those who breok our lows ond wreak havoc in our 
cities, we must olso lake whatever steps we con lo slop crime before it hoppens. Those who 
hove no hope, no job, no other onswer, who know no other woy ore often drown to crime 
and violence. All Americons deserve hope ond opportunity; need lo know thot there is o 
better onswer Ihon crime, ond must hove the opportunity to go onother way. 

If we ore going to steer young people owoy from crime ond gongs we must provide 
them with 'something to soy yes to': ofter school progroms, summer youth activities, ond 
employment, sports and recreation opportunities thot con toke the ploce of gongs. We con 
bring community groups, low enforcement officials, and struggling young Americons together 
in on effort to keep kids off the poth to crime. 

2 -



The Administrotion's Youth Employment ond Skills (YES) Crime Reduction proposal is o 
perfect example of this kind of progrom. When implemented, YES would soturote high-crime, 
high poverty neighborhoods with employment opportunities. We believe thot 
neighborhood youths ond young odults will soy 'YES' to jobs and no to crime. And we must 
work with existing businesses in these oreos to encourage them to stoy, expand, and hire 
young people from the community. 

We must oil toke steps to guorontee thot our schoois ore sofe and healthy ploces to 
work ond Ieorn. Gun-free, drug-free, violence-free schools ore necessory to moking sure thot 
students con focus on the books, not their feor. And, we must lake firm ond direct steps lo 
belter protect our children from those who sexuolly exploit children. 

Steps must olso be token to reduce the tide of violeni crimes ogoinst women in this 
country. Protecting women from domestic violence, ond expending prevention progroms Ihol 
diminish the frequency of ottocks against women must be priorities. 

We can olso prevent crime by better reguloting occess lo guns ond ommunition ond 
tightening the procedures surrounding gun deoler licensing. Lows which will keep guns oul of 
the iMnds of convicied felons, bon lorge copocily ommunition feeding ctovices, ond prohibit 
the sole of hondguns lo kids will oil work in londem lo reduce gun violence. 

Rnolly, we musk ogoin recognize Ihol we will never conlrol crime unlil we conlrol 
substonce obuse. We must gel the herd core drug users -- the 20% of cocoine users who 
consume over 2/3 of ovoiloble cocoine -- off the streets ond inlo treotment. Effective, 
innovotive progroms, like drug courts use the power of the criminol justice systems lo force 
oddicb lo kick llieir drug hobils. Through educotion, we con show our young people thot 
substonce abuse leods nowhere bul lo destruction. And we must provide those young people 
reol work olternolives le drug deoling when they ore trying lo follow the rules in crime 
infested oreos. 

Poylng for Police. Punishment & Prevention 

Poying for these iniliolives won't be eosy. Bul foiling lo enoct them will be much, 
much more expensive. The cost to society of o foilure to oct - o cost measured not just in 
dollors and cents, bul also in murders, ropes ond ossoults which need nol hove occurred » is 
o cost we con nol bear. 

By reinventing government and focusing our priorities, we con moke the necessory 
money ovoiloble lo ochieve these gools. With the sovings realized by the eliminotion of 
250,000 federol government jobs, we con set up o multi-billion dollar Crime Control Trust 
Fund. And by putting these savings in the Crime Control Trust Fund, we con moke the money 
ovoiloble for the police, punishment and prevention proposed in the President's onti-crime 
legislotion. 



The Timee-Picayune 
July 31, 1994 Sunday, THIRD 
SECTION: METRO; Pg. B l 
LENGTH: 2798 words 
HEADLINE: A PICNIC ENDS IN GUNFIRE; 
DEATH AT AN EARLY AGE - PART I 
SERIES: THE KILLING OF JAMES DARBY 
BYLINE: Stories by Lisa Frazier and Bill Walsh; Staff Writers 
BODY: 

Janice Payne was busy preparing fried chicken and potato salad for a picnic 
when her 9-year-old son James took her hand, led her to the sofa and asked her to 
close her eyes. 

Though she still had a lot to do, she complied. When she opened her eyes, she 
held in her hands a colorful butterfly made of construction paper and pipe 
cleaners. The boy, dressed in a striped shirt and freshly starched purple shorts, 
beamed. 

"Happy Mother's Day, mom," he said, hugging her. "I love you." 
It should have been the beginning of a wonderful day. It was, instead, the day 

James Darby died. 
As Janice Payne's bus rumbles through the pre-dawn darkness, she stares out 

the window at the still-sleeping city. Her mind often wanders during these daily 
commutes to work, and all thoughts lead to James. 

The smile that flashed so easily. The goofy way he danced to the radio. The 
promises he made to take care of her one day. The way he ran to her when she 
met him every day after work in the park. 

The park. 

A smile that has crossed her face evaporates as she thinks back to the fistfight 
after the touch football game. The car. The gun pointed out the window. The blast. 
Her son's small body spread on the sidewalk. 

She wipes the tears from her eyes. For three months, she has thought of little 
else - and still she doesn't understand. 

Few people do. And yet, James' killing - after a Sunday afternoon fight at a 
Central City playground - is typical of what is happening in New Orleans and 
around the nation. Disputes over what seem to be nothing - a schoolyard insult, a 
traffic squabble - are leading to gunfire and death. 

More and more often, the victim and the killer are teen-agers, or younger. 
What kind of person can answer a punch with a random bullet? James' killing 

shines a harsh light on the environment that fosters such a personality. 
It is a place where boys are told to be men, and men are expected to defend 

their families from all sHghts, no matter how trivial. 
It is a place where any sign of personal weakness is considered an invitation to 

harassment, a place where reputations are often defended with a gun. 
Both James and his suspected killer lived in such a place. 
Just two blocks from the Paynes' shotgun apartment, A.L. Davis Playground 



had been James' favorite after-school spot since the family returned to New 
Orleans from rural Napoleonville two months earlier. 

Every day, his mother would meet him there after work, and James would climb 
the fence that separates the park from La Salle Street and give her a kiss. "How 
ya doin,' mom?" he would say. 

Janice Payne and her sister, Johnnie Mae, planned the Mother's Day picnic at 
the playground. The weather had come through perfectly - sunny and warm. 

The Paynes spread out their food near the basketball court close to La Salle 
Street and tuned the boombox to WYLD. 

Soon, the young girls in the family were jumping rope. The rest of the family 
teamed up with some of the other children in the park for a touch football game. 

Janice Payne played on her son's team. So did a 14-year-old named Michael 
Norfleet, who lived a short distance away in the C.J. Peete public housing 
development. 

Michael called plays in the huddle, and James and his friends ran the patterns. 

I t was a rout. James' team racked up touchdowns and when one of his 
teammates scored again, James turned to a boy on the other team and said 
playfully, "You haven't scored a touchdown all day." 

Frustrated, the boy shoved James. Almost at once, the playfulness turned to 
fear. James backed away. 

Friends and relatives said that as long as they could remember, James shied 
away from fights, even with his feisty younger sister, Marquita. Her son's timidity 
worried Janice Payne so much that she asked his cousins to teach him how to use 
his fists. 

This time, as on other occasions, he didn't throw any punches. He turned to his 
mother. 

" I told him to push that boy back," she said. 

"When people hit you," she told him, "you are supposed to hit back. People are 
always messing with you." 

James looked at the ground and started to cry. I t was his mother's turn to back 
down, a lesson for another day. She gave him a hug. 

The game resumed, but as she was walking back toward the food, she turned to 
see that the boy who had pushed her son was now fighting with a friend of James 
who apparently had taken up his cause. 

Soon Michael Norfleet had joined the fray, followed by his sister Karen, 16 at 
the time, and at least five other teen-agers, including a friend of the Paynes 
named Katina Self. Few knew how the fight started, or cared. 

At one point, Katina, 16, was straddling another girl, pummeling her, when the 
girl pleaded, "Stop, I'm pregnant." 

Janice Payne, 29, broke up the fight and walked the pregnant teen-ager to the 
edge of the park, chiding her for taking such a chance with her baby's health. 

Though the fighting had stopped, tempers were stil l bubbling. Michael turned to 
Johnnie Mae Payne and called her a bitch and a whore, the Paynes said. 



The fighting started again. 

Finally, Katina got hold of Karen Norfleet's braid and whacked her in the face. 
Karen said later it was Janice Payne who hit her. It was, in any case, the final 
blow. 

Michael took his sister home, her eye turning purple and nearly swollen shut. 
Witnesses said as he left, he turned toward the Paynes and muttered a threat: 
"Wait here. You're going to get yours." 

As she passed through the living room, on her way upstairs, Karen did her best 
to conceal her swollen eye from her older brother, Joseph Norfleet. She had 
noticed two empty 16-ounce King Cobra beer bottles. She feared what he might do. 

But Joseph got up from the couch and pulled Karen's hand back from her face. 

"Who did that?" he demanded. 

Karen began to explain about the fight at the park. But before she could finish, 
she said, he threw his glass on the floor and headed out the door. 

Police say he grabbed a shotgun and jumped into a white Ford Escort, along 
with Michael and, perhaps, a 10-year-old boy. 

"He just clicked," Karen said of Joseph. "I thought they were just going to try to 
scare them or something." 

About 7:30 p.m., as darkness fell on A.L. Davis park, Janice Payne and her 
family began packing up their food. Someone had come up and warned them about 
possible trouble, but they didn't take the warning seriously. Katina had gone home 
and returned after changing her shirt, which had lost a few buttons in the scuffle. 
The family and their friends - a group of about 15 - set out for home 
along the La Salle Street sidewalk. 

Most of the adults were in back of the group. James was eating potato chips and 
chatting with his 11-year-old friend Whalen Grant. 

It was Herman Payne, James' uncle, who first saw it - a white Ford Escort 
making a U-turn on La Salle and doubling back toward them at a crawl. 

As it approached, James' cousin, Clarence, was struck by how close the car was 
getting to the curb. Was it going to park? he wondered. 

The car was not more than 10 feet away when Clarence spotted "a black blur" 
hanging out the passenger side window. Suddenly, he understood. It was a gun. 

"I just froze," he said. 

Johnnie Mae Payne thought she heard someone yell, "Yo, bitches!" and a vague 
recollection flashed through her mind of the boy in the park, the one who had 
insulted her. 

There he was in the car, she thought to herself. What was he doing here now? 
Who were the others in the car? Was that a shotgun? 

Still munching on his chips and apparently oblivious to the car, James was 
thinking of what happened back at the park. "Katina really beat up that girl," he 



was sajdng. 
Then came the shot. 

Janice Payne and others dove for cover behind the wall of the Rochambeau 
Hotel parking lot. Food and drinks spilled on the sidewalk. A football bounced into 
the gutter. 

Herman Payne felt a sting on the side of his head. Katina was hit in the eye. 
Whalen, his face and clothes splattered with blood, ran around the corner to his 
grandmother's house. "Hold me, grandma, hold me," he cried. 

From the parking lot pavement, Janice Payne looked around and could see 
Katina had been injured, but would be OK. She felt a pang of relief Nearby was 
Marquita, also OK. Where was James? 

Then, the purple shorts and striped shirt caught her eye. There on the sidewalk, 
by the telephone pole, she saw her son. He lay on his back, potato chips strewn 
about his outstretched hand. 

A bullet, large enough to kiU a deer, had passed through the right side of his 
head, exploding his skuU with such force that flying bone fragments - not peUets, 
as first thought - had caused Katina's and Herman Payne's injuries. 

Janice Payne ran wailing to her son. 

"All I could do was lay on top of him and tell him how much I love him, 
"I saw his hand do this and his head do this," she said, moving her hand and 

head, "so I figured he was waving bye." 

"I went to school for nursing, but I didn't know what to do. No matter how much 
education you have, you just don't know what to do." 

From across the street, Alfred Stevens heard the shot and looked up. He saw 
the car slowly drive away. Odd, he thought. He expected to hear screeching tires. 
The barrel of the gun was still hanging out the window. 

Minutes later, as police strung yellow tape around James' body and paramedics 
tended to the wounded, Stevens saw the white Ford return. It pulled into a side 
street and its two occupants got out and craned their necks toward the gathering 
crowd. Then it was gone. 

Dorothy Norfleet was still at her fiance's house, sometime between 8 and 9 p.m., 
when his son - who Lived with the Norfleets - called to ask about her Medicaid 
card. Earlier that day, aU of her children had joined her there for an early 
Mother's Day dinner and drinks. They had presented her with gifts: a flowing 
potted ivy from Michael; a card from Joseph and money he had earned cutting 
lawns. 

Her day, like Janice Payne's, had been lovely. 

Then the phone call came. Karen had been beaten badly at the park and needed 
to go to the hospital, her fiance's son was teUing her. He agreed to pick her up on 
the way to the hospital. 

Once there, a doctor took one look at Karen's puffy eye and turned with 
suspicion to her mother. 



"They thought I had beat her," she said. 

But she explained what happened, and the doctor backed down, apologetically. 

By midnight, Karen and her mother had returned from the hospital. Karen and 
Michael spent the night with her at her fiance's house, Dorothy Norfleet said. 

James Walker, her fiance's son, returned to the apartment, where Joseph 
Norfleet had already gone to bed. 

Karen, her head still swirling and not quite sleepy, stayed up to watch 
television. A rerun of the news was on, and she noticed scenes from a gruesome 
murder near the same park where she had played earlier that day. 

"They were asking if anybody had any information about the shooting to come 
forward," Karen said. 

But the implications didn't hit her right away. 

At the Payne home, friends were delivering food and condolences. Relatives had 
calmed Katina. Earlier she had thrown herself hysterically in the middle of La 
Salle Street. "If Junior is dead," she cried, "I want to be dead, too!" 

Janice Payne had her head buried in her mother's lap, praying for her dead son. 

Outside, Johnnie Mae Payne's daughter thought she saw the white car cruise by 
a few times. Was the shooting over? Out of fear and despair, they moved the 
family that night to a relative's home in Metairie. 

They haven't stayed at the La Salle Street house since. 
It was Monday, May 9, Dorothy Norfleet's 43rd birthday, and the television was 

blaring something about a 9-year-old boy who had been killed in a drive-by 
shooting the night before. 

What a shame, she thought to herself as she saw the mother's grieving face. 
Her ears perked up. She was hearing the name of a park she knew weU: A.L. 

Davis Playground, the place where her children spent much of their time. 
Once again, she thought, violence had snatched another boy from her Central 

City neighborhood, so close to her home, so close to her children. 
But Dorothy Norfleet didn't have a clue just how close. 
By day's end, she was dragged into the drama herself, trembling in disbelief, as 

her son, 19-year-old Joseph, confessed to her that he was the one who had fired 
into the crowd. 

Joseph Norfleet had gone to work that day, as usual, cutting grass. But, his 
mother said, his conscience wore him down. 

"He wanted to turn himself in," Dorothy Norfleet said. "His conscience was 
really getting to him. He told me, "Mama, I didn't know I hit that little boy.' " 

In Dorothy Norfleet's words, she "snapped." Fearing that police would brutalize 
her son, she begged him not to turn himself in. Questions shot through her mind: 
Would the pohce hurt him, kiU him even? 

She checked herself into the hospital, where she received a shot and pills for her 
nerves. Joseph stayed at her side all night. 

She had yet to learn that her baby, Michael, also might be involved. 



Tuesday, May 10, about 5 p.m., police pulled over James Walker, 32, the son of 
Dorothy Norfleet's fiance, as he drove home from his father's house. They told him 
the license plate on his 1991 white Ford Escort had expired, but let him continue 
on his way. Perhaps they thought he would lead them to the Norfleet brothers. 
Perhaps they had simply failed to link the car to the crime. 

In any event, pandemonium had struck the Norfleet household by the time 
Walker reached the C.J. Peete development, parked his car in the rear driveway 
and walked through to the front of the house. People were running in every 
direction. 

"What's going on?" Walker asked. 

Police had surrounded the area. When he walked outside, officers threw Walker 
face down on the ground and handcuffed him. 

He led them to Joseph Norfleet, who was inside preparing to turn himself in. 
"I can't live with myself," officers said Joseph Norfleet told them. 
As officers led him away, a few neighbors applauded. 

The next day, Wednesday, May 11, Michael Norfleet was fidgety in school. He 
bounced back and forth from his desk to his teacher's desk to ask if he could paint 
or play an indoor football game he and his classmates had devised for recreation 
time. 

Finally, the teacher acquiesced, and the restless boy busied himself. 
Near the end of the school day, while Michael was in his physical education 

class, a voice came over the loudspeaker calling him to the principal's office. 
Knowing that her youngest son's arrest was imminent, Dorothy Norfleet was 

waiting to take him juvenile headquarters. 
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It was the bleakest day in the history of any San Francisco law firm. A year 
ago on July 1, a deranged gunman, with a long-simmering resentment against the 
attorneys he wrongly beHeved botched his case, entered the 48-story cylinder of 
darkened glass and granite known as the Silo at 101 California St. in the heart of 
this city's downtown Financial District. 

The portly, well-dressed man was lugging a black canvas satchel containing two 
semiautomatic TEC-9 pistols, a 45-caHber handgun and hundreds of rounds of 
ammunition. The elevator whisked him to the 34th floor and the elegant suites of 
the office of Pettit & Martin, one of San Francisco's larger and more conservative 
law firms. 

What happened next was the worst mass murder in San Francisco history. The 
gunman, Gian Luigi Ferri, reamed the haUways and offices, moving between the 
floors, shooting at anyone in his path, not distinguishing between professional and 
clerical staff. When it was finally over, he had killed eight persons and wounded 
six, and had taken his own life in a stairwell by placing the barrel of the .45 under 
his chin and blowing off part of his head. Three of the dead and a number of the 
wounded were employees of Pettit & Martin. A year has gone by, and lawyers 
have mourned and buried their dead. While much of life at Pettit & Martin has 
returned to normal, a paU of surreal memory remains. No one can forget the 
buUet holes and shattered glass, the bloostained carpets and barricaded doors, the 
atrium lobby converted into a triage center for the dying and wounded, and the 
waning of sirens and throbbing of heHcopter rotors in the air above the high-rise. 

Dr. Bobbi Lambert of San Raphael, CaHf., who was called in to counsel Pettit & 
Martin' personnel after the massacre, noted that lawyers reacted to the shooting 
in different ways. Some buried themselves in the familiar routine of work; others 
found it difficult to focus on the day-to-day practice of law. But the shared trauma 
and pain had the effect of drawing everyone together -- "The bond was 
tremendous," she said. 

At least for a time. 

Since the massacre, Pettit & Martin has been homorrhaging lawyers -- a 
massive departure of legal talent that has been described as everything from an 



exodus to a "brain drain"; 10 partners have left the firm (though two have joined 
it, according to a firm spokeswoman). 

Was the exodus an aftershock of that grisly day last July? It seems there is no 
simple answer to that question, just as no simple tally can calculate the effects on 
the firm's individual lawyers. 

Many say the exodus was an inevitable product of long-standing troubles 
involving profits and management that had plagued the firm. Others, though, see 
a Hnk, albeit oblique. 

Said Dr. Lambert: "When you go through an experience like this, the only way 
to make some sense of it is to really look at your own life. Where do you want to 
be? Is this how you want to spend your life? I wouldn't say people left because of 
what happened, but people did a lot of introspection and were very reflective, and 
stepped back and looked at their lives. The shooting provided more of an opening 
to make changes than might have been there before." 

James Lowy, Pettit's partner-incharge, disagreed that the massacre led anyone 
to leave. "If anything," Mr. Lowy said, "the fact that people went through this 
tragedy made it more difficult to leave." And by many accounts, the shooting did 
become a rallying point for solidarity within the office. 

Headhunter Martha Africa agreed. "By and large, people at Pettit & Martin 
like each other," said Ms. Africa, of San Francisco's Major, Wilson & Africa. Ms. 
Africa was on the phone with a Pettit employee when the shooting started and 
was one of the first to dial 911. "The bonds between these people helped them get 
through what would have been an even tougher time," she said. [NLJ, 7-13-93 ] 
"Life Is Uncontrollable" 

C. Lewis Ross, 43, a former contract attorney at Pettit who was wounded in the 
arm, said he would have taken his present job as a mediation lawyer with the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco in any event. But the shooting, he 
said, helped "accelerate my desire to five life now and not postpone things. It had 
a profound spiritual effect on me, and it gave me some realization of my own 
mortality and how life is uncontrollable in many ways." 

It also made him realize lawyers should reflect more on how they affect people. 

The gunman was clearly delusional, said Mr. Ross, but the fact is that he had 
picked up on today's popular dissatisfaction with lawyers. Found on Mr. Ferri's 
body was a four-page, typewritten letter filled with misspellings and grammatical 
errors assailing lawyers as "rapists" and "racketeers," along with a list of 30 
targets of his wrath, including the names of Pettit attorneys. The firm had 
represented Mr. Ferri in a 1982 effort to right a soured real estate deal involving 
an Indiana trailer park, helping him retain local counsel in that state. His 
perception of the mishandling of his case apparently gnawed at him for 10 years, 
until his rage finaUy erupted without any warning in last year's 
shootout. 

"This shooting brought home to me," Mr. Ross said, "how deeply lawyers occupy 
the minds and imaginations of clients and citizens. The mere fact of [Mr. Ferri's] 



fascination and the nature of his ruminations on lawyers should cause lawyers to 
stop and think about how they treat each other and their clients." 

Of the eight people Mr. Ferri murdered before taking his own life, three were 
from Pettit & Martin: labor specialist Allen J. Berk, 52, of Berkeley, one of Pettit's 
biggest rainmakers and most distinguished partners; David SutcHffe, 30, a Pettit 
summer intern from the University of Colorado School of Law in Boulder; and 
Pettit associate John ScuUy, 28, who died while shielding his wife, Michelle Scully, 
27, who was seriously wounded and who worked as an associate at San Francisco's 
Bertrand, Fox, Elliot & Cohn. Among the Pettit wounded were Brian F. Berger, 
39, a Htigation specialist who still has not recovered fully from his injuries and 
who has tumed down all requests for interviews. 

Also slain on the Pettit premises were Jack Berman, 35, a partner and rising 
star at one of San Francisco's biggest firms, Bronson, Bronson & Mckinnon; and 
Mr. Berman's client, Jody Jones Sposato, 30, who was at Pettit & Martin's offices 
for a deposition. 

Also wounded was Sharon Jones O'Roke, an associate general counsel for 
Electronic Data Systems of Piano, Texas; and Deanna Eaves, 33, a court reporter. 

Defections Were Expected 

Many members of the legal community say that they are not surprised at the 
number of Pettit defections in the past year and that the exodus is unrelated to 
the massacre. The shootout came in the midst of a downturn in the firm's 
fortunes. Initial news reports of the slayings depicted Pettit & Martin in the light 
of martyrdom. But subsequent coverage, particularly by the San Francisco legal 
press, dwelled on the firm's ongoing financial problems and the departure of many 
longtime partners. 

"Other firms suffered equally disappointing problems [in the recession] but were 
not featured as prominently or publicly," said Pettit partner Charles G. Ehrlich, a 
director of Legal Community Against Violence, an antigun organization formed in 
the wake of the high-rise tragedy. 

Those who have left Pettit & Martin since the shooting include: tax partner 
Brett R. Dick, to San Francisco's Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuUffe; corporate 
rainmaker Richard E. Climan and real estate partner Paul G. Churchill, to San 
Francisco's Cooley Godward Castro Huddleson & Tatum; corporate partner David 
Lipkin, to the Seattle insurance holding company Talegen, as in-house counsel: 
San Jose real estate partner James R. Janz, to the American Restaurant Group as 
chief in-house real estate counsel; and the core of Pettit's construction practice --
John B. Clarke, John R. Heisse II, Robert B. Thum and Stephen J. Fowler -- to 
San Francisco's Thelen, Marrin, Johnson & Bridges. Partner Michael Cooper 
returned to his former firm, Oakland's Wendel, Rosen, Black, Dean & Levitan. 

Of those former partners interviewed, some of whom asked to remain 
anonymous, aU praised Pettit & Martin's efforts to help employees cope with the 
tragedy 
and said their decisions to leave were based on the fortunes of the marketplace, 
not the massacre. 



"If you're going to practice law, there is danger across the board," said Mr. 
Heisse. "I don't feel any more secure in this [new] office than I did a year ago [at 
Pettit]. It was a truly random act." 
"Coping Very WeU" 

In essence, these lawyers say, a brief hiatus foUowed the shooting; then the 
outflow of lawyer talent resumed. 

In three years, Pettit has dropped from 210 to 150 lawyers spread out in five 
offices in San Francisco, San Jose, Los Angeles, Newport Beach and Washington, 
D.C. According to a January survey by the San Francisco legal newspaper the 
Recorder, Pettit grossed $ 50.4 miUion in 1993, down 6.7 percent from the 
previous year, with a 6 percent drop in net profits. Reasons for the downturn 
cited by sources famUiar with the firm's inner workings range from short-sighted 
management and faUure to keep rainmakers and clients happy, to the slump in 
the commercial real estate market and the fact that Pettit never has reaUy been a 
part of the SiHcon VaUey high-tech phenomenon, the engine that runs so much of 
the Bay Area's legal practice. 

Pettit's partner-in-charge Mr. Lowy said the firm is recovering emotionaUy from 
the shootings and financiaUy from the downturns of the recession. 

"As an Institution, the firm is coping very weU," Mr. Lowy said. "This year we 
are ahead of budget with respect to our profits. And we will be sigmficantly more 
profitable than last year. I think we are continuing to be more attractive to 
people who are contemplating changing firms. We see real estate coming back -
our real estate lawyers are very busy." And he noted that the firm recently hired a 
construction Utigator from Graham & James. 

Mr. Heisse, who said his departure was simply a business decision, said that if 
anything, the tragedy at 101 California St. brought people together and that 
management "went beyond the caU of duty" in helping people to cope. In addition 
to having trauma counselors on the scene immediately after the shooting - and 
arranging to have the psychologist. Dr. Lambert, return on the anniversary -
Pettit increased office security. 

The increased, security, however, couldn't protect the survivors from reUving an 
experience that Dr. Lambert said is likely to shape their perceptions of life 
permanently. 

Most attorneys reaUy feel comfortable" in the realm of the inteUectual and 
rational. Dr. Lambert noted. "That's where they feel powerful and strong and in 
control. When something like this happens, it is so profoundly emotional, that the 
mind often cannot figure it out or make sense of it. [The attorneys] were thrown 
into a realm where they didn't feel in control. It opened a lot of eyes, and it 
broadened their reach. Such a profoundly human and very sobering experience 
shows us that we're aU the same at some level as different as we may look or 
appear. There's a real commonality to us aU. I think a lot of the lawyers began 
looking at people -- at co-workers, other lawyers, cUents, themselves -- differently 
and with more sensitivity." 



Protecting the American People vs. Protecting the Special Interests: v \ C \ 
A Clear Choice 

The Clinton Administration is fighting on many fronts for the security and well-being of 
the American people. Yet the super-lobbies and .special-inleresls. along with some 
Republicans who have put politics ahead, of progress, are fighting against the crime hill 
and fighting against health care reform. They have put their own interests ahead of the 
American people and are working to deny Americans safety and security in their 
neighborhoods and health security for their families. We will not allow Congress to take 
the easy way out. Balking on the security and protection of the American people simply is 
not an option. 

Fighting to Protect the-American People. The Clinton.administration will continue to fight for 
the protection and security,of American families. We are fighting so parents wili know their 
children are safe from guns and violence, and families vvill know they are protected from fear of 
being one job loss or one illness away from losing their insurance. The legislation now before 
Congress will help do these things.. That's why the American people overwhelmingly support 
both the Crime Bill and health care reform that strengthens health insurance and gives families 
the security of health care that will be there when they need it. 

Making History for American Security. We have a chance to'make history. For six long 
years, Americans have waited for Washington to help make their neighborhoods safe again. The 
Crime Bill now before Congress will do that - putting 100,000 new cops on.the beat, making ^ 
"three strikes and you're out" law; and banning deadly assault weapons. And for 60 years, 
Americans have waited for real health care protection that would provide choice and quality, 
while ensuring that coverage will be there when,they need it. The health care legislation before 
Congress will do that -- closing profitable loopholes, strengthening health insurance and 
providing every American choice of doctors, quality care and.a rock solid guarantee that 
insurance coverage will be there when they need it. And.if six years is too long to wait for a 
crime bill, 60 years is certainly long enough to wait for health care reform. 

Some Want to Protect the Special Interests. But look at what's going on in Washington these 
days: The NRA, one of the nation's most powerful and wealthy special interest groups, has 
joined the Republican leadership, in an attempt to block the toughest federal attack on crime in 
history .through petty procedural trickery. If Congress allows itself to be manipulated into 
protecting the special interests, they will fail to protect the safety and security of American 
families. 

Sound Familiar? It Should. The "super-lobbies" like the Health Insurance Industry and NFIB 
have joined partisan Republicans.in an attempt to block the best opportunity in our nation's 

• history to guarantee every American affordable health care. If Congress allows itself to be 
manipulated into protecting the special interests, they will fail to protect the health security of 
American families. In short, they will have put their own interests ahead of the greater interests 
of the American people. 

Keep up the Pressure oh Congress. We will not allow Congress to take the easy way out. We 
' will keep up the pressure until they make the right choice on crime and the right choice on health 
care. Enacted together, these measures will go a long way towards providing security for 
families across Americia. We will keep up the fight against powerful special interests in order to 
make sure Congress stands up for the protection and security of ordinary Americans. 

? 
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^Social Pork' and a Kid's Death 
J HIRTEEN-YEAR-OLD Anthony Stokes 
probably wasn't on the mind ot anyone on 

.̂ Capitol Hill when the crime bill went down in 
defeat last Thursday. He certainly wasn't in the 
tiMUghts of the National Rifle Association, which was 
tHUy'.keeping assault weapons on the nation's 
ŝ Kets. Or House Republicans who were having a 
ftUday trashing the bill, especially the crime-pre-
«̂!̂ tion programs. But Anthony Stokes ought to be 

i«nembered in Congress if President Clinton is 
soeeessful in getting the bill back to the House floor. 
fie^SHise two nights after the crime bill failed, 
Anthony—for whom some of the bill's and-crime 
feifmijs were intended—went down in Washington 
t^-Jle was fatally wounded on a Northwest street 
frpm a gunshot fired in anger by another youth about 
hifownage. 
""l^en opponents like House Republican Whip 

IJowt Gingrich speak derisively of crime-prevention 
;ymgrams as "social pork," they should think about 
^ âpso many families and young people trapped in 
qwr.,cities are up against. President Clinton, in his 
v̂ncUy church service remarks, spoke of the gulf 

hfitwcen youths like Anthony and those members of 
GODgress who sneer at programs aimed at helping 
ccfenmunities produce summer and after-school activ-
iaeT!intended to steer youths away from crime. 

"There are people who represent places where all 
the children can go to the ballpark, where they've 
got a place to go swimming in the summertime . . . 
and they literally cannot imagine what it is like for 
some of our children," he said. "And so they say, oh, 
these programs to let these kids play basketball at 
midnight instead of walk the streets are pork." The 
president's got it exactly right. 

Teenagers are being murdered in America at a 
brutal rate. It's hard to find a more compelling task 
than to keep more from becoming a part of that 
nightmare. In Anthony's case, his youth dub football 
and basketball coaches had gone beyond the call of 
their jobs to keep him away fran trouble. Trophies 
adorning the mantle in Anthony's house symbolized 
their success. His 74-year-old grandmother tried, 
too, by stepping in for his incarcerated mother and a 
father on work release. But despite their best 
attempts to fill the parental void, they were in 
competition—losing, as it tums out—with the lure 
and danger of the streets. 

The defeated crime bill would have given the 
country more life prison terms, jails and death 
sentences. If resurrected, it should also continue to 
give support to institutions, groups and individuals in 
American communities ̂ o struggle daily to save 
the Anthony Stokes of this world. 
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TEXT: 
Here's what American voters should remember about last week's attempt to 
prematurely k i l l a 1994 crime b i l l on the floor of Congress: The smiles on 
the faces of many of the 167 Republicans who think they won a great 
"victory" over a Democratic president. 

I t ' s true that the National Rifle Association - which seems to have more 
clout among members of Congress than the voters who put them there - also 
scared the stuffing out of many of the 58 Democrats who joined in shooting 
down the $33 b i l l i o n anti-crime legislation that included a ban on some 
assault weapons. 

But what made the GOP so exposed in i t s victory i s a letter from 
Republican National Committee counsel David Norcross to the 38 Republicans 
who had originally voted for an assault-weapon ban. The letter subtly 
threatened them with party reprisals i f they dared support a rule to allow 
a vote on the crime b i l l . Most didn't dare. 

Now that i s about as close to a prima facie case of collusion between 
the GOP and NRA interests as any prosecutor could hope for. But collusion 
with special interests i s not a criminal offense in Congress. 

I t ought to be a p o l i t i c a l sin, punishable at the polls in November. 

In America, one murder i s committed every 22 minutes, one rape every 
five minutes, a robbery every 47 seconds, an assault every 28 seconds. 
States and municipalities are losing the war against those crimes, and they 
need much more federal help. 

How, then, can Republicans play politics with those against gun control 
when a majority of Americans are for i t ? How can they complain when 
Congress finally puts a significant amount of funds ($9 billion) into 
prevention programs, like drug treatment, job training, recreation and 
education? 

Any police officer w i l l t e l l them that the skyrocketing rate of crimes 
among juveniles who too often become career criminals can't be stopped by 
$20 b i l l i o n worth of prisons and cops alone. I t must be prevented in 
families and communities f i r s t . 

Speaking to the 200,000-member National Association of Police 
Organizations on Friday, President Clinton said that members of Congress 
voted with special interests like the NRA because they thought i t s money 



"will keep them in Congress forever." He added: 

" I t i s time for you to say that the only way for members of Congress to 
keep their seats i s to make the rest of America safer." 

Amen. 

Copyright Philadelphia Newspapers Inc. 1994 
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HEADLINE: CRIME PACKAGE CAN'T WAIT; 
PASSING THE ANTI-CRIME LEGISLATION SHOULD NOT BE A PARTISAN MATTER. IT IS 
CRITICAL TO TACKLING CRIME IN A COMPREHENSIVE WAY. 

BODY: 
I t ' s unsettling to see so many members of Congress trapped in the 

anti-crime rhetoric of an election year to the point of inaction on the very 
measure that could help America's c i t i e s to fight crime more effectively. 

By a 225-210 vote Thursday, the U.S. House of Representatives blocked a 
compromise anti-crime measure that had been worked on for months by both houses 
of Congress. Much of the debate, led by Central Florida's Rep. B i l l McCollum, 
centered on Republicans' concerns that too much money in the $34-billion 
anti-crime legislation would be spent on "worthless social engineering" 
programs. 

That legislation i s far from perfect. Nevertheless, most of the $8.9 billion 
aimed at prevention programs in the measure i s not worthless. Indeed, they are 
c r i t i c a l to tackling crime in a comprehensive manner - at both the prevention 
and the punishment ends. 

Among other provisions, the legislation would put an additional 100,000 
police officers on the streets of a nation that has become obsessed with crime. 

A big sticking point in the House i s the proposed ban on the future sale of 
certain assault-style weapons. Both chambers of Congress approved the ban, 
supported in the polls by two-thirds of Americans. 

Yet public support for the ban didn't stop the National Rifle Association 
from scaring some conservative Democrats representing Southern or Western states 
into voting against the overall anti-crime b i l l . 

Republicans, meanwhile, purportedly were told that they would lose campaign 
contributions from the national party i f they voted for a measure that might 
make the president look good. 

President Clinton was on target when, in a speech to police officers Friday 
in Minneapolis, he blamed the measure's defeat on "organized, intense and highly 
politi c a l pressure." 

Passing the anti-crime legislation should not be a partisan matter. I t ' s not 
a matter of making one side or another look "good." There are enough programs in 
the measure that should satisfy a l l sides. 

The legislation includes $10.7 b i l l i o n to help states imprison criminals and 
build juvenile boot camps, and another $8.8 b i l l i o n would be spent to help 
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citi e s hire 100,000 more police officers. 
Not a l l of those programs are supportable on their merits. Some, such as l i f e 

terms for three-time felons, seem to be expensive, knee-jerk p o l i t i c a l 
posturing. 

Nevertheless, the anti-crime measure emerged as a compromise designed to be 
comprehensive - both by being tough on criminals and by having programs to 
prevent crime, especially among youth. 

Only eight members of the House would have to change their minds to pass that 
worthwhile legislation. I t shouldn't take another year to get that done. I t may 
take only until Election Day. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE-MDC: August 13, 1994 
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* The pending federal crime b i l l has enough in i t to please and 
offend just about anybody who has any opinions about government 
policy. 

I t his more money for police, as well as $8 bill i o n designed to 
* confront the root causes of crime. I t has tougher rules on repeat 

offenders, as well as tougher gun laws. 
There's a package deal here, and you either accept i t or you 

don't. 
For urban Ohioans, the b i l l has more good than bad. 
Dayton's police have high hopes that the b i l l w i l l pass, for 

two reasons at least: the ban on assault weapons could make l i f e a 
l i t t l e easier (and safer) for police. And the package has money for 
hiring new police. Mayor Mike Turner has taken steps to assure that 
the city has money set aside with which to apply for the 
matching-fund grant. 

Republican detractors in Washington say the b i l l w i l l not 
provide nearly as many police as the 100,000 that President Clinton 
i s talking about. But the 60,000 the lawmakers are talking about 
would s t i l l be roughly a 10-percent increase in the national total. 

The money can help Dayton increase the number of 
community-based police officers without taking police from other 
duties. Chief James Newby says doing the latter would be diffi c u l t , 
now that he has already put community-based officers in about 20 
neighborhoods. 

The community-based police idea i s central to any enhanced 
effort Dayton might make to combat crime. I t i s a natural f i t with 
Dayton's traditions of neighborhood activism and neighborhood 
identity. The general idea i s receiving good reviews in the 
neighborhoods where i t has been tried. I t connects people to the 
police and helps everybody. I t can work. 

But the city i s financially strapped and needs a l l the help 
i t can get. 
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TEXT: 
DEFEAT OF THE procedural motion that would have brought the big anti-crime 
b i l l to the House floor was an obvious po l i t i c a l setback for the White 
House and Democratic leadership. 

More important, i t was a setback for the public and the fight against 
what much of the public considers the most troublesome domestic problem — 
crime in the streets. 

In their opposition, foes concentrated criticism on the proposed ban of 
19 military-type assault weapons, along with ammunition clips of more than 
10 rounds, and the authorized spending for what was scathingly branded as 
Great Society social welfare items. 

Heaven knows, this $3 3 b i l l i o n anti-crime measure was not perfect. But 
these two disputed provisions were not among i t s principal weaknesses. On 
the contrary. An anti-crime measure without this ban on the sale and 
manufacture of military-style weapons, or something even tougher, would be 
unworthy of the name. These are the weapons of drive-by shootings and the 
urban drug wars. Their purposes are not hunting or taking target practice. 
Their purpose i s to k i l l as many people as possible as fast as possible. 
Small wonder that America's police back the very pertinent prohibition. 

As for the so-called "social welfare" spending decried by Rep. B i l l 
Paxon, R-Amherst, and other Republican c r i t i c s , i t makes sense to invest 
some resources in programs to prevent crime before i t happens rather than 
simply to punish i t afterward. 

Nor does a b i l l that broadens capital punishment, finances thousands of 
new cops, assists in paying for state and local prisons and provides money 
for local police departments like the adequately staffed one here in 
Buffalo to buy modern equipment strike us as wasteful "social welfare." 

In the aftermath of this regrettable defeat, let Congress sharpen i t s 
wits and reshape a compromise that retains the essentials, including the 
ban on assault weapons and ammunition clips. After a l l , the revised 
measure, however imperfect, must be worth passing on i t s merits. 

But i f the Democrats, who control the White House and majorities in both 
houses of Congress, cannot adopt a worthwhile b i l l to attack more 
effectively the problem most worrisome to millions of Americans — well, 
that re-raises the troublesome question of whether the Democrats can, in 



fact, govern. 

Copyright (c) 1994, The Buffalo News 
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TEXT: 
Just when i t seemed Congress had wiggled free of the National Rifle 
Association's paralyzing grip, that champion of deadly assault weapons 
joined with Republicans flexing partisan muscles to strangle the federal 
crime b i l l . The American people deserve better. 

The $30-billion b i l l was flawed - any massive legislation cobbled 
together by committee w i l l be an amalgam of good and bad. But i t contained 
much of real value in the battle against crime. After a moment to catch 
their breath, the b i l l ' s supporters - chief among them Rep. Charles Schumer 
(D-Brooklyn) - w i l l seek ways to salvage provisions for cops, prisons, 
crime prevention and the assault-weapons ban. Good. Now partisan 
obstructionists from New York should get on board. 

I t seemed a done deal a just few weeks ago. Republicans who'd withheld 
support because of a provision allowing death-row inmates to use 
st a t i s t i c a l data to challenge their sentences as discriminatory got their 
way. Others who said the b i l l wasn't tough enough succeeded in shifting 
money from prevention to prisons. And opponents of gun control won a Brady 
Law loophole for pawnbrokers that would have exempted them from the 
requirement for a waiting period and background checks when returning 
pawned firearms. 

Ultimately a l l the concessions went for naught. Democratic dissidents 
and Republicans - including David Levy (R-Baldwin), Rick Lazio 
(R-Brightwaters) and Peter King (R-Seaford) - used a procedural dodge to 
keep the b i l l from making i t to the House floor. 

The obstructionist votes - particularly those of Lazio and Levy, who 
supported both the assault weapons ban and the House version of the crime 
b i l l before defecting - put partisanship above the interests of New York. 

The crime b i l l would have driven more than $1 b i l l i o n to the state. New 
York City alone would have picked up $886 million; money to defray the cost 
of imprisoning i l l e g a l aliens who are felons would have been specially 
welcome. And nowhere i s the carnage done by military-style assault weapons 
more obvious than New York. Republicans claim to be tough on crime. They 
should put their votes where their mouths are. 

DESCRIPTORS: EDITORIAL; CONGRESS; CRIME; PROPOSED; LAW 
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Held at gunpoint 
Crime package was derailed by 
single-issue power brokers 

There is ample blame to go around in the parlia­
mentary fiasco that hia shelved an omnibus 

crime bill President Ginton tbou t̂ was headed for 
his desk. 

The Rouse Democratic leadership thought it had 
the votes to get the bill on the flooe for debate. It 
was way off. 

Additionally, bill architects were asking con* 
gressmen to make a leap of faith that $S0 billion in 
savings can be found from Vice President Al Gore's 
"Re*inventing Govemment" eff«t to trim the fed­
eral bureaucracy. Though Gore's efforts are indeed 
paying off with a reduced payroll, the savings have 
not been nearly as dramatic as hoped. At this point 
$30 billion sounds like ye olde pipe dream. 

So for those who opposed the crime bill on the ba­
sis of fiscal smoke and mirrors — they have a point 
And yet it is dear that this bill would have passed 
the Bouse were it not for two issues and two voting 
blocs — congressmen in the hip pocket of the Na-
tkxal Rifle Association and those in the Congres­
sional Black Caucus. 

The NRA. oozing with loose change for vote-buy­
ing, went on a lobbying spree fully appreciated only 
by those who have just days to live. Its target: the 
ban on 19 military-style assault weapons. 

When the NRA talks, oongressmm listen. Did we 
hear critics saying Congressman Cbet Edwards 
caved in to powerful lobbyists in voting foe the as­
sault weapons ban? Listen, folks. There may be no 
lobbying force hi Washington more powerful than 
the NRA. Since he's generally opposed gun control, 
Edwards' stance took guts. 

Even with the tremendous pull of the NRA, the 
crime bill still would have made it onto the floor of 
the House were it not for bold-outs among the Coft-

Sressional Black Caucus who were protesting the 
eletion of the w-ealled Radal Justice Act. It 

would have allowed condemned killers to plead that 
racial discriminatkm was at play based aa statis­
tics. What it could b«ve meant in effect would t>e ra­
cial quotas in sentencing. 

Congressional leaders seeking to revive tbe bill 
should not budge on either the assault weapons ban 
or death-row racial quotas. They oould, possibly, 
improve the bill's chances by scaling back its fig­
ures and guaranteeing that the airoe bill will not 
drive up the federal deficit. 

There are crucial provisions included in this bill, 
like new federal prisons and help for urban police 
forces. Waco is a safer place because federal aid 
has helped beef up its police force. That's the bot­
ton Une: safer streets and legislation that's in the 
public interest, not at the beck and call of special in­
terests. 

Mr. Early Out 
Meet the new poster boy for white^llar crim« 

in Texas, tarmtr chief of the Texas Board of 
Pardons and Paroles James Granberry. 

Cranberry voted for the early release of tbe Rtan 
who became the symbol of all that's wrxxtg with our 
justice system, two*time convicted murderer Ken­
neth McDuff. But that's not all. After leaving the 
board, Granberry sold bis swices in getting others 
oat early. When asked about this in a 1992 civil case 
against the parole system, Granberry lied that he 
had done it at one time but had stopped. 

He was convicted of perjury and many expected 
him to spend some tinoe behind bturs himself. That 
vna't happen. This week he was sentenced to six 
months at a conomunlty halfway house — which he 
can leave from 8 ajn. to S a.m. and from which he 
can bold a job—and five years' probation. 

Maybe Cranberry's sentence fits the crime of 
perjury for a first-timer. But this la no garden-vari­
ed perJur«r. Tbli ii a big gtet wbo abused our trust 

CcMplbMnlf of 
County Dofflocratfe Pertv 

P. O. Bex 339 
V , TeiTM » 7' ' » 
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bill 
Healthy howling over obstructionism 
President Ginton came to town on Fri­
day to lament a disaster. No other word 
quite describes the U.S. House's proce-
daral defeat of the presidem's crime 
Mil. In speaking to the nation's police 
officers in Minneapolis, Clinton item­
ized the disaster's worst casualties: safer 
streets for kids, tourer punishment for 
crooks, programs to steer kids from sin. 
Unless the president prevails in reviv­
ing the bill, there will be other casualties 
as well: bipartisan cooperation, civility,' 
integrity, fair play — not to mention 
representative govemment 

That's not to say this crime bill was 
wonderful. It was anything but It 
would have poured billions into new 
prisons and longer sentences, energizing 
yet another wave in America's fruitless 
incarceration binge. It would have ex­
panded the death penalty, compound­
ing its cruelty and unfairness. 

It also suffered from the smorgasbord 
syndrome, offering sometliing tasty to 
every political palate. Clinton thought 
that would broaden the bill's appeal, 
but abwM]|nce may have been its fatal 
flawrrflpn the measure hit the House 
floor I B ^ procedural vote last Thurs­
day, mcHtt lawmakers found something 
in it they couldn't stomach. 

Or so they said. But as Clinton has 
noted, many lawmakers who scorned 
the crime bill this week had no trouble 
embracing it ih earlier, more vigorous 
incarnations. This time Republican 
leaders went out of their way to mock 
the bill as being full of "pork," a euphe­
mism for the social programs that hold 

the most hope for curbinĝ  crime. Such 
last-minute moaning made objections 
to this bill seem less heartfelt than man-
u&ctured. It also made tbe bill's failure 
look suspiciously like political sabotage. 

Take the complaint about the bill's 
modest assault-weapons provision, for 
instance. That measure would have 
banned jiist 19 rapid-fins guns and hap­
pened to eiuoy. overwhelming public 
support But those &cts mattered littte 
to die National Rifle Association, which 
insisted the ban would cramp the style 
of peace-loving sportsfoOt A littic NRA 
bullying was enough to coax even many 
Democrats into snubtring the crime bill: 
But for those flirting with indepen­
dence, the RepubUcad leadership hoi 
an otBer hard to refiise: If they voted U>. 
bring the bill to the House floor,; the 
leaders warned, they'd lose party finan­
cial backing in tiieir campaigns. The 
threat reportedly helped nudge a vraver-
ing handful quickly into line. ^ ' 

It's mystifying, that so many House 
memben wottld scorn Uie crime bill so 
late in the game. Thouf^ Clinton's 
measure may have been hard iRv some 
bystanders to swallow, it cleariy heeded 
die will of tiie masses. But tlSs; v6t^' 
wasn't about democracy. It was about ' 
obstructionism. Aa Of president toW '' 
tiie cops on Friday,; it was about a -
minority more dedicated to subversion 
tiian to progress. If that pattern persists 
on other issues, tiie consequences for 
Americans — for their safety, for 1 ' " 
health, for their financial security 
happiness — could be ominous. * . , 
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1.9 million reasons crime bill must pass 
At one poiat this summer, 

the crime biU kxAed like a 
done deal. 

But the l^islation hit a snag 
Ihis week wiien the National 
Rifle .Association, whidi failed 
to strip from the bifl an assault-
wet̂ wDiS ban, posuaded some 
House tawmakcfs to block a 
procedural vote that would pre­
cede final action on the bill. 

Although tbe bill is flawed 
— notably by a "three-strikes** 
provisian that all bat diminates 
judicial discretion in cases 
involving three-time felons — 
it certainty merits approval 
when it oomes iq> for a Tote 
tint is dieted today or 
Friday. 

Six years in the making, the 
bill represents Congress' first 
comprehensive, strategic 

Ifs not perfect but the measure before Congt 
represents the best deferise agairist violeiit 
iqjproadi to figfatiqg crime. 
Among other thin^ the bill 
woukltan I9q)ecificas8aiilt 
weapons; put 100,000 new 
police offioos oa die streets; 
authorize the death penalty Pat 
dozens of additional fedeal 
crimes; aOow juveniles 13 and 
older to be tried as adults for 
certain violent crimes; expand 
prisons and boot camps 
thiDogbout the United States; 
and create a new drug-courts 
program for early rehabilitation 
offlfsl-time, noa-violent drag 
offenders. 

It also would provide $47f 
million to Iowa and Illinois: 

• lawa: The state woiid 

gain 1,300 pcliceofiicefs,S20 
million in prison imidaDg, $19 
million for pngiams to combat 
violenoe agaiasl women, $7.3 
nulbon fbr new crmio-prcvco-
tion initiatives and $26.5 mil­
lion in Umr afoicemrat grants. 

: Rep. Jun Leach, R-Davenport, 
has yet to anaooncc a poaitkm 
on the crime biO, althon^ he 
did support a key provisicMi, the 
assauft-weapons ban. 

• Dfinois: The stale woald 
gain 4,100 pdice ofliceis, S175 
million in prison AuKling, $58 
million for lo fight vicrirace 
against women, $39 miUion for 
crime-prevention progfams and 
$94 million ia grants. Rqpi. 

Lane Evaaa, D-Rock Idand, 
supports tke bill. 

Because of the cricne tnlTs 
oompiehensive nature, anost 
congRssma can rcadl̂ F pont 
to at least ooe dement c f the 
crimebilldiey oppose, ut 
rather thaa kKrfc fbr one or two 
reasons to oppose tliis land­
mark piece (̂ l̂egislation. House 
members should reflect on the 
1.9 million vicrient crimes com­
mitted in the United States last 
year. 

They represent 24,500 mur­
ders. And vaoK than 104,000 
forcible rapes. And 659,000 
robberies. And 1.1 miBion 
asravated assadts. 

And, ultimately, tbey reiKe-
saA 1.9 million reasons to vote 
in favor of the onmft)us crime 
bill. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

August 14, 1994 

CRIME BILL FIGHT EVENT 

DATE: Monday, August 15, 1994 
LOCATION: Rose Garden 
TIME: 1:30 - 2:16 pm 
FROM: Liz Bernstein 

L PURPOSE 

Thifl event is to keep up the drumbeat of public pressure since last Thursday's 
vote on the Crime BiU rule. AU the elements of the bUl that we are fighting for 
wiU be represented by individuals on the program. 

n.BACKGROUND 

Steven Sposato 
Steve Sposato's wife, Jody, was kiUed in.the San Francisco law office shooting last 
July. A gunman entered the high-rise with two TEC-DC9 pistols and began 
randomly shooting at employees, apparently over a disagreement with the firm. 
Jody was one of eight innocent victims kiUed, six others were wounded. Steve has, 
an 18-month-old daughter, Meghan. 

Steve spoke very eloquently about his wife's death at the assault weapons ban 
raUy we had in the Rose Garden on April 25. He has testified before Congress, 
done numerous media interviews, and personaUy lobbied individual Members. 

You met with him and his famUy (daughter Meghan, Jody's parents) in the Oval 
Office briefly after the event. 

Janice Payne (mother of James Darby) 
James Darby, 9, was shot in the head as he waDied home with his famUy from a 
Mother's Day picnic at a park in New Orleans. The buUet was fired from a 
shotgun pointed out the window of a car which puUed within a few feet of the , 
crowd. James died instantly on the sidewalk about a block from his home. 

Two brothers, aged 19 and 14, were arrested and booked in the killing, which 
ppHce beUeved began as a fistfight during a football game at the park. 



It was New Orleans' 162nd homicide of the year, but James was the youngest 
victim. Nine days before the shooting, James wrote this letter to you: 

Dear Mr. Clinton, 
I want you to stop the killing in the city. People is dead and I think that somebody 
might kUl me. So would you please stop the people from deading. I'm asking you 
licely to stop it . I know you can do it. Do it. I know you coxild. 

Your Mend, i 
James 

Janice Payne, who witnessed her son's murder, wants to come to Washington so 
that James wiU not been forgotten. She believes that the pubHcity wiU continue to 
focus attention on the nation's crime problem and hopes i t wiU help prevent the 
deaths of other children. 

. She is 29 years old, works as a nursing assisUnt and has a 7-year-old daughter 
named Marquita. 

Marc Klaas 
As you know. Marc is the father of PoUy Klaas. You ,met with him in the Oval 
Office last December to discuss the Crime Bill, Three-Strikes legislation, and other 
efforts to protect children. 

PoUy Klaas, 12, was abducted at knife point October 1, 1993, from a slumber 
party at her home. Richard AUen Davis, a twice-convicted kidnapper, was arrested 
on November ,30, and confessed to her kidnapping and murder. Davis was released 
on parole in June, 1993 after serving half of a i6-year sentence for a 1985 
kidnapping. 

i n . PARTICIPANTS 
On the Program 
Dewey Stokes, President, Fraternal Order of Police 
Steven Sposato (wife kiUed in San Francisco law office) 
Janice Payne (mother of James Darby) 
Marc Klaas 
The President 

Audience 
PoHce Officers (note: the officers behind you on the podium are the same ones who 
were there wheii we first announced the Crime BiU in the Rose Garden last 
summer) 
Relatives and friends of individuals on the program. 



IV. PRESS 

Open press. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 
* You wiU be briefed in the Oval Office at 1:15. 
* In between the briefing and the event you wUl meet for a few minutes with the 
individuals on the program. 
* You and the participants wiU waUt out.to the Rose Garden together. 
* Dewey Stokes wiU give opening remarks. He wiU introduce Steve Sposato. 
* Mr. Sposato wiU introduce Janice Payne. 
* Ms. Payne wiU introduce Marc Klaas. 
* Mr. Klaas wiU introduce you. 

VI. REMARKS 

Remarks to be provided by the speechwriting department. 


