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Assault Weapons Ban Talking Points 1 ^ ''^ 
March 21, 1996 / % 

"It would be deeply wrong for Congress to repeal this assault weapons ban and take the side 
of the Washington gun lobby over the interests of the law-enforcement people of this country 
and the law-abiding citizens of this country." 

- President Clinton, March 21, 1996 

Choose kids and cops over lobbyists. Too many police officers have lost their lives 
outgunned by violent criminals armed with assault weapons. Too many children have been 
killed by violent criminals spraying a rain of bullets from assault weapons. The bottom line 
is simple: Will America stand with the police officers who risk their lives for us. or will we 
cave in to the pressure tactics of the Washingon gun lobby? 

The assault weapons ban is working. The assault weapons ban is taking 19 deadly assault 
weapons and their copies off our streets. Before the ban, the number of assault weapons 
involved in crimes was rising steadily. But in just the first year since the ban took effect, the 
number of assault weapons traced to crimes has dropped eighteen percent. 

Make no mistake about it: these are weapons of war. Assault weapons are the weapons 
of choice for gang leaders and drug dealers. They are designed for one reason only: the 
close-quarter, rapid-fire slaughter of human beings. 

Protects the rights of hunters and sportsmen. The assault weapons ban explicitly protects 
the rights of hunters and target shooters to enjoy their sport. For the first time ever, the ban 
specifically exempts over 650 hunting and recreational gunss. No law-abiding hunter will 
have his gun taken away. 

America's police officers asked for the assault weapons ban. Every single major law 
enforcement organization in the country fought for the ban, including: 

National Association of Police Organizations 
Fraternal Order of Police 
International Union of Police Associations 
National Sheriffs Association 
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association 
National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives 
National Narcotic Officers Association Coalition 
International Brotherhood of Police Officers 
Major Cifies Chiefs 
Police Foundation 
Police Executive Research Forum 

As long as Bill Clinton is President, the assault weapons ban will be the law of the land. 
The President calls on the Republican Congressional leadership to reconsider their decision to 
vote on a repeal, and he has vowed to veto any bill that repeals the assault weapons ban. 



NEW YORK CIVIC AND LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERS 
COMMENTS SUPPORTING THE ASSAULT WEAPON BAN 

MAYOR RUDOLPH GIULIANI 

"There is no justification for protecting weapons that kill the maximum number of people in the minimum 
amount of time." [New York Daily News. I /29/96] 

"The assault weapons ban is vital to making a difference in our communities. Eliminating weapons that kill 
the maximum number of people in the minimum amount of time will make law enforcement safer and more 
successful." [ Nation's Cities Weekly. 8/22/94] 

WILLIAM BRATTON 
FORMER POLICE COMMISSIONER. NEW YORK CITY 

When asked his opinion on Congress' efforts to repeal the assault weapons ban Former Police 
Commissioner, William Bratton replied: 

"Oh, rabidly against what they did. They are talking out of both sides of their mouths — they want to say 
they want to support American police and on the other hand they are arming the people that are killing us 
left and right... Congress wake up!..." [Larry King Live, 3/27/96] 

MARY JO WHITE 
U.S. ATTORNEY SOUTHERN DISTRICT NEW YORK 

"...And maybe someday someone can explain to me both the resistance to and the movement to repeal the 
ban on the sale of assault weapons. Weapons designed for the sole and single purpose of killing the most 
number of people in the shortest period of time. " [Statement of Mary Jo White, 5/3/96] 

CAROLYN MCCARTHY 
FORMER REPUBLICAN: WIDOW AND MOTHER OF LIRR MASSACRE VICTIMS 

"I'm a Republican, and I can't understand why Republicans like George Pitaki have opposed the ban on 
assault weapons.... We're not trying to take away guns for hunting or sport. We're trying to take away these 
killing machines." [Buffalo News. 11/1/94] 

JOHN PITTA 
EXEC. VICE PRESIDENT. FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ASSN. 

"While assault weapon laws are not the panacea to the violence that plagues Anftrica, they are another 
important tool needed to help law enforcement.... The issue of these weapons may be a political one to some 
of you on the subcommittee but it is a 'life and death' issue for us every day as we step out of the front 
doors of our homes and go to work." [Testimony of John Pitta, Subcommittee on Crime and Criminal 
Justice, U.S. House of Representatives, 4/25/94] 
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Copyright 1996 Daily News, L.P. 
Daily News (New York) 

January 29, 1996, Monday 

SECTION: News; Pg. 23 

LENGTH: 421 words 

HEADLINE: LIFT FED WEAPON BAN, SEZ FORBES 

BYLINE: By WILLIAM GOLDSCHLAG in Washington and BOB LIFF in New York 

BODY: 
WASHINGTON Rising GOP presidential hopefial Steve Forbes called yesterday for 

repealing the federal ban on assault weapons, labeling it "meaningless" as a 
crime-fighting tool. 

Mayor Giuliani pounced on Forbes' pro-gun stand. He said the city has been 
victimized by an influx of firearms because of lax laws elsewhere in the nation. 

Daily News (New York) January 29, 1996, Monday 

"There's no jusfification for protecting weapons that kill the maximum number 
of people in the minimum amount of time," Giuliani said after a meeting in the 
Bronx. 

Appearing on CBS' "Face the Nation," the multi-millionaire 
publisher-tumed-politician said the ban on 19 types of assault weapons signed 
into law in 1994 "is not going to cut down sharply the murder rate in America." 

He said New York City, by example, has done more to curb homicides through a 
policy of searching suspects for illegally possessed weapons. 

Forbes maintained the gun ban isn't needed to keep weaponssuch as Uzis and 
AK-47s off the streets. "No one is favoring AK-47s or Uzis," he said. 

But an aide to Rep. Charles Schumer (D-Brooklyn), an author of the assault 
weapons legislation, said Forbes got it wrong. Semi-automatic versions of both 
military-style guns specifically were banned by the law. 

"This shows that, like the other candidates, Steve Forbes is obviously not 
above pandering to the gun lobby," Schumer said. 



Daily News (New York) January 29, 1996, Monday 

Giuliani, who is still neutral in the Republican presidential race, said he 
"opposes those people who want to roll back the assault-weapons ban." With 
Forbes' declaration, that now includes all the major GOP candidates. 

Forbes also fielded brickbats yesterday from presidential rivals Lamar 
Alexander and Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Tex.), who have seen Forbes rise rapidly from a 
novelty candidate to No. 2 behind Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.) in early primary polls. 

On NBC yesterday, Gramm said it would be a disaster for Republicans if Forbes 
won the nomination which he called "inconceivable" because Americans never will 
buy his flat-tax plan's call for eliminating tax write-offs for home mortgages 
and charitable deductions, and making all income on investments tax-free. 

Forbes versus President Clinton "would be Richie Rich against Tom Sawyer. 
There's no way you could possibly win that race," Gramm said. 

Alexander, calling on Forbes to release his personal income tax returns, said 
that if the flat tax proposal is Forbes' main issue, "then shouldn't we know how 
it cuts his [taxes]?" Forbes refiised, calling demands for his returns "a 
diversion." 

Daily News (New York) January 29, 1996, Monday 

LOAD-DATE: January 30, 1996 
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Statement by Mary Jo White, US Attorney f o r the Southern D i s t r i c t 
of New York on Sept. 16. 1994 at a j o i n t press conference i n 
support of the crime b i l l with AG Reno, then Gov. Mario Cuomo, 
former NYC Police Commissioner William Bratton and Cong. Charles 
Schumer. 

" We want to emphasize the v i t a l importance of the Crime B i l l and 
the ban against assault weapons." 

Mary Jo White i n a speech on May 3, 1996--

She called f o r "meaningful gun control to stem the surging t i d e of 
violence that plagues our country.We have a shamefully high 
homicide rate i n t h i s country—no other country i s anywhere near 
us. And maybe someday someone can explain to me both the resistance 
to and the movement to repeal the ' ban on the sale of assault 
weapons, weapons designed f o r the sole and single purpose of 
k i l l i n g the most number of people i n the shortest period of time. 
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Copyright 1996 News World Communications, Inc. 
The Washington Times 

June 3, 1996, Monday, Final Edition 

SECTION: Part A; AMERICA VOTES; Pg. Al 

LENGTH: 1052 words 

HEADLINE: Widow of r a i l rampage challenges gun-ban foe ; 
Republican becomes angry Democrat 

SERIES: A weekly series 

BYLINE: Liz Trotta; THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

DATELINE: NEW YORK 

BODY: 
A weekly series that examines lesser-known issues and races around the 

nation that highlight important trends i n American p o l i t i c s . 

NEW YORK - Carolyn McCarthy, an ordinary Long Island housewife transformed 
into a grieving widow by the gunfire of a crazed malcontent, i s not only a 
p o l i t i c a l amateur, but the quintessential grass-roots outsider once so appealing 
to architects of the Newt Gingrich revolution. 

The story of her new l i f e i n p o l i t i c s has nothing to do with Mr. Gingrich's 
agenda, but i n many ways i t i s a reaction against i t . Last week, Mrs. McCarthy 
announced her campaign to unseat Republican freshman Rep. Dan Frisa. 

Mrs. McCarthy says she never thought about running for Congress u n t i l March 
22, when Mr. Frisa voted to repeal the federal ban on 19 types of so-called 
assault weapons. The vote i n f u r i a t e d Mrs. McCarthy, and she hopes similar 
sentiments i n t h i s suburban Long Island congressional d i s t r i c t catapult her into 
Congress. 

For the f i r s t time i n her l i f e , Mrs. McCarthy, 52, i s c a l l i n g herself a 
Democrat. I t i s a case of s c r i p t stealing that has tweaked the party elders, 
especially Sen. Alfonse M. D'Amato, a fellow Nassau County resident who 
controls the state's GOP machinery and i s backing Mr. Frisa. 

The Democrats, meanwhile, are delirious over Mrs. McCarthy's prospects. A 
sizable array of Democratic handlers, speech writers and consultants have 
descended, and even President Clinton, through intermediaries, has l e t i t be 
known he's ready to provide advice and counsel i f necessary. 

To some, she i s the t y p i c a l l i b e r a l Republican driven away by House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich of Georgia and the "Contract With America." 

" I think he's too radical," Mrs. McCarthy said. "He read the American 
people t o t a l l y wrong. I've been y e l l i n g and screaming for two years that I'm a 
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Republican. I didn't want to walk away." 
Mrs. McCarthy brings urgency, passion and harrowing realism to the central 

issue of her campaign - gun control. 

Her husband, Dennis, and f i v e other persons were f a t a l l y shot by the 
rampaging Colin Ferguson on a Long Island Rail Road commuter t r a i n on Dec. 7, 
1993. Her son, Kevin, 28, was shot i n the head and, a f t e r six operations, s t i l l 
suffers paralysis of his l e f t side and a l l but two fingers of his r i g h t hand. 

Mrs. McCarthy may be a woman pulled out of the crowd by misfortune, but she 
carries the authenticity of suffering that i n the past has turned bystanders 
into powerful p o l i t i c a l crusaders. 

Mr. Frisa professes to be unfazed by his neophyte opponent. And he's a man 
who knows what i t takes to win a tough f i g h t . 

Mr. Frisa did not win the endorsement of Nassau County Republicans i n 1994 
but beat freshman Rep. David A. Levy by 58 votes anyway. He was the only 
challenger to defeat a Republican incumbent. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Frisa sounds l i k e a man on the defensive, explaining and 
re-explaining his reasons for voting to repeal the assault weapons ban last 
March, a b i l l that prohibited the manufacture of assault-type firearms and 
high-capacity ammunition c l i p s . 

" I stood up to get r i d of a bad law," Mr. Frisa said. 

The congressman sees Mrs. McCarthy as a one-issue candidate with no track 
record and scoffs at her claim that a private p o l l shows she can beat him. 

" I never, ever took a p o l l , " he said. 

In the year since the her husband's murder, Mrs. McCarthy has become a 
high-profile advocate of gun control. She has kept to a hectic speaking 
schedule and joined forces with Sarah Brady, wife of former presidential press 
secretary Jim Brady, who was wounded i n the 1981 assassination attempt on 
President Reagan. 

Mrs. McCarthy, a former p r a c t i c a l nurse, concedes gun control got her into 
p o l i t i c s but now also counts as p r i o r i t i e s expanded access to health care and 
stronger environmental protection. 

Democrats have arrived with advice, contacts and the a b i l i t y to raise funds. 
Among those who have offered t h e i r advice and fund-raising prowess are former 
New York Gov. Mario M. Cuomo, Rep. Charles E. Schumer of Brooklyn, author of 
the assault-weapons b i l l , and Emily's L i s t , a powerful fund-raiser for 
pro-choice Democratic women. 

At a mainly black and Hispanic Kiwanis meeting i n Hempstead, she i s welcomed 
with the unspoken sympathy that people naturally feel for her. 

Republican G i l f o r d Finch, a local developer and gun collector, said he gave 
up his National R i f l e Association membership because of the group's intransigent 
leadership. 
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"An assault weapon i s something t h a t a hunter does not use," Mr. Finch 
said. 

Back i n her k i t c h e n , which now serves as a command post f o r her new l i f e as 
a candidate, Mrs. McCarthy ponders the i m p l i c a t i o n s of her choice. 

"You know, they're t r y i n g t o change me already," Mrs. McCarthy sa i d . "They 
want t o change my h a i r . I sai d no." 

Her son, Kevin, i s on h i s way t o the gym f o r another therapy session t o t r y 
t o regain what he l o s t t h a t bloody n i g h t on the Long I s l a n d R a i l Road. 

" I t ' s been a long haul f o r Carolyn McCarthy. I j u s t hope they don't t r y t o 
change me. I am what I am." 

****MAP/CHART 

NEW YORK'S 4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

The d i s t r i c t includes Garden C i t y , the c i v i c center of Nassau County, and 
the "Five Towns" of Lawrence, Inwood, Cedarhurst, Hewlett and Woodmere near John 
F. Kennedy I n t e r n a t i o n a l A i r p o r t . 

POPinATION: 580,492 

WHITE: 81% 

BLACK: 16% 

HISPANIC: 7% 

ASIAN: 3% 

50 PERCENT ARE COLLEGE-EDUCATED 

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $50,887 

MEDIAN HOUSE VALtJE: $197,000 

MEDIAN RENT: $705 per month 

1992 PRESIDENTIAL VOTE 

C l i n t o n (D): 47 percent 

Bush (R): 41 percent 

Perot ( I ) : 12 percent 

1988 PRESIDENTIAL VOTE 

Bush (R): 57 percent 

Dukakis (D): 43 percent 
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1994 CONGRESSIONAL RACE 

Dan F r i s a (R): 50 percent 

P h i l i p M. S c h i l i r o (D): 37 percent 

David A. Levy (C*): 9 percent 

Others: 4 percent 

1992 CONGRESSIONAL RACE 

David A. Levy (R-C): 50 percent 

P h i l i p M. S c h i l i r o (D): 34 percent 

Vincent G a r b i t e l l i (RTL**): 4 percent 

* Conservative Party 

** Right t o L i f e Party 

Source: Almanac of American P o l i t i c s 

GRAPHIC: Map/Chart, Map Caption) 4 th Congressional D i s t r i c t ; Chart Caption) NEW 
YORK'S 4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, Both By The Washington Times 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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Copyright 1996, The Commercial Appeal 
The Commercial Appeal (Memphis) 

May 29, 1996, Wednesday, F i n a l E d i t i o n 

SECTION: NEWS, Pg. 2A 

LENGTH: 918 words 

HEADLINE: Dahmer's th i n g s w i l l be destroyed, not auctioned 

BYLINE: Compiled by Cynthia S u t t e r from these news services: The Associated 
Press, Los Angeles Times-Washington Post, The New York Times, Reuters and 
Scripps Howard 

DATELINE: MILWAUKEE, Wis. 

BODY: 
S e r i a l k i l l e r J e f f r e y Dahmer's belongings are headed f o r the i n c i n e r a t o r , 

not the a u c t i o n block, p a r t i e s i n v o lved i n the case s a i d Tuesday. 

A lawyer who represents e i g h t of the 11 f a m i l i e s of Dahmer's v i c t i m s 
sa i d they had decided i n a close vote t o accept an o f f e r from a Milwaukee 
c i v i c group t h a t has pledged $ 407,225 t o buy and destroy Dahmer's belongings 
r a t h e r than a l l o w them t o be auctioned. 

He s a i d the acceptance was contingent on lawyers f o r the estate agreeing 
t o a cap of $ 50,000 on any fee they w i l l charge f o r t h e i r work. That would 
leave $ 357,225, a l i t t l e more than $ 32,000 f o r each of the 11 f a m i l i e s . He 
said the three f a m i l i e s he does not represent are l i k e l y t o go along w i t h 
the agreement. 

Dahmer was k i l l e d i n p r i s o n i n November 1994 while serving several l i f e 
terms f o r k i l l i n g 17 young men and boys. The items t o be destroyed include 
knives, hypodermic needles and the r e f r i g e r a t o r where Dahmer stored v i c t i m ' s 
body p a r t s . 

Shooting v i c t i m ' s widow t r i e s p o l i t i c s 

MINEOLA, N.Y. - Carolyn McCarthy, whose husband was k i l l e d and son 
grav e l y wounded i n a commuter t r a i n bloodbath i n 1993, announced her run f o r 
Congress on Tuesday against a Republican who voted t o repeal the assault 
weapons ban. 

' ' I do not pretend t o be an expert on p o l i c y , ' ' the 52-year-old former 
nurse s a i d w i t h her p a r t i a l l y paralyzed son, Kevin, beside her. ''But I 
understand what the people of our d i s t r i c t want and need and I w i l l f i g h t 
f o r those t h i n g s . 

''Since the Long I s l a n d R a i l Road i n c i d e n t took place i n t h i s area, I 
t r u l y f e l t (freshman Republican) Dan Fr i s a would vote t o keep the assault 
weapons ban,'' McCarthy s a i d . ''But he d i d n ' t . That's when I knew I had t o 
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do something.'' Though a l i f e l o n g Republican, McCarthy i s running as a 
Democrat. 

The d i s t r i c t i s central-southern Nassau County, where gunman Colin 
Ferguson k i l l e d six people and wounded 19 inside a t r a i n car on the Long 
Island Rail Road on Dec. 7, 1933. Ferguson i s serving a l i f e sentence. 

Episcopal bishops to f i g h t gay r u l i n g 

Charging that the Episcopal Church i s beset by moral confusion, 10 
conservative bishops vowed Tuesday to take t h e i r f i g h t against the 
ordination of non-celibate gays and the blessing of same-sex unions to the 
church's highest policy-making body. 

However, the 10 prelates l e f t the 2.5 m i l l i o n member denomination i n 
suspense over whether they w i l l appeal a church court acq u i t t a l of l i b e r a l 
Bishop Walter C. Righter of heresy charges for ordaining a non-celibate gay 
man as a deacon i n 1990. The court ruled two weeks ago that there i s no 
church doctrine p r o h i b i t i n g such ordinations. The conservatives have u n t i l 
June 15 to f i l e an appeal. 

Ruling may narrow police searches 

WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that appeals courts must 
conduct a new review of the facts of a case when a defendant claims police 
improperly searched his car without a warrant. 

The 8-1 r u l i n g i n a drug possession case enhances the a b i l i t y of 
defendants to challenge a conviction before an appeals court based on the 
argument that police lacked s u f f i c i e n t grounds to stop them and search t h e i r 
possessions without a warrant. 

KAL pays victim's family $ 10 m i l l i o n 

LOS ANGELES - Korean Air Lines agreed Tuesday to pay $ 10 m i l l i o n to the 
family of a businessman k i l l e d i n the 1983 downing of a Korean Air Lines j e t 
by the Soviet Union, a lawyer said. 

The money goes to the widow, four children and three stepchildren of 
businessman Chung Yeung Kim, who was among the 269 people k i l l e d when KAL 
Flight 007 strayed in t o Soviet a i r space and was shot down on Sept. 1, 1983. 
Other settlements have ranged from $ 75,000 to about $ 6 m i l l i o n . The payment 
re f l e c t s l o s t f i n a n c i a l earnings. Kim owned a South Korean t o u r i s t hotel and 
several companies. 

BRIEFLY 
-- Monmouth County, N.J., health o f f i c i a l s said Tuesday that a broken 
protective grating over a suction out l e t caused 16-year-old Tanya Nickens to 
be pinned at the bottom of a hot tub, where she drowned. With the grating 
broken, the v i c t i m was held d i r e c t l y against the foot-square opening i n the 
bottom of the pool by more than 24,000 pounds of pressure. 
-- Depeche Mode lead singer David Gahan, who survived a suicide attempt 
last August, was arrested early Tuesday i n West Hollywood a f t e r overdosing 
on drugs, authorities said. 
-- Burma opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi ended a daring meeting of pro-
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1001 22nd St., N.W., Suite 200 
Woahlngton, D.C. 20037 

Represeniing 

Policing in 

l̂erica 

BLUEPRINT FOR ANTI-CRIME LEGISLATION 

Presented to 
PRESIDENT BILL CUNTON 

April 14, 1994 

Founded la 1985, tbe Law Enforcement Steerbg Conuniaw CLESC) is a Doppaitisan coalitloa 
cooslstlng of die Federal Law Eofbrcement Omcsre Association, the Fiatenul Order of PoUce, 
the loteraational Brotfaeibood of Police Officers, the Major City Chiefs, the National A&sodatioa 
of Police Organizations, the National Organizadoo of Black Law Enforcement E;iecutives, the 
Natiotial Sheriff̂ ' Association, the Naiiocal Troopers Coalition, the PoUcd Executive Research 
Forum, and the Police Foundation, These groups represent over 500,000 law eofbrcement 
officers nationwide. The LESC is a model of unprecedemed cooperative effort between law 
enforcemem research orgaaizatiooj, police management, aod labor, ded'tcated co the advascenient 
of legislation and policies tbat will ensure the safety and security of our country's people. 

Over the past eight year's LESC members have worked diligently on law enforcement Issues of 
mutual concem and have been able to aniculate to the White House, the Congress, and the 
American people our ideas for achieving i safer society. We have expressed our concerns over 
the Increase in violence and crime, the easy access criminals have to weapons, and the need for 
more support for professional law enforcement. 

For too many years, crime control-and legislative meaiis of achieving it-has been undermined 
by partisan politics and pressure from special Interest groups. In the meantime, violence has 
exploded in our communities, making peace officers' jobs increasingly dangerous and frustrating. 

While we fully recognize that anti-crirae initiatives in the legislation pending before Congress do 
not present a panacea for crime, they are a solid beginning toward a comprehensive approach to 
making our nation's streets safe and secure. The members of the LESC siacd finnly behind 
many major provisions of the legislation, includmg those that would enhance police presence in 
the community and thai would confine violent criminals until they are no longer a danger to our 
communities, 

Members of the LESC met with congressional and Administration leaders in 1992 In an effort 
to forge a cornpromise and enact a comprehensive crime bill. We were very disappointed when 
tbat effort failed, and are committed to working with policy makers to ensure this crime bill does 
not suffer the same fate. This year, the case for strong, effective crime legislation is so 
compelling that no such effort should be needed. The nation's police and the citizens they are 
sworn to protect have no doubt that crime is threatening the quality of life In our communities. 
Noneihelass. rhe LESC offers its assistance in securing sensible, effective legislation to address 
what has become the public's number one concern. The LESC feels that the following items are 
key elements to any package of crime legislation: 

• Funding Tor 100.000 additional polite officers - There is a broad consensus among the law 
enforcement community that additional personnel dedicated to community policing will assist 
some agencies in reducing crime, and is essential in our efforts towards working wich the 
community to take back our streets. 
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• Commiinity Policing - New policing strategies In which police are In close contart wiib 
residents of the conununity and in which the police and residents become partners in solvltg 
community problems offer the beat hope for improving the quality of life for all citizens we 
serve. WhUa change wUl be difficult. It seems that traditional responses alone have not been 
et»ugh. 

• Fundilns for morr prisons, Jails and boot camps - The current state and local prison systems 
are overflowing and in serious need of repair. Arrests mean nothing uole&s we can back them 
up with the tiireai of doing jaU time, but almlsals cannot be kept behind bars if there is no 
available prison space. Criminals must know thai if they commit a crime, ihey will serve the full 
sentence. Bool camps are a pragmatic approach to dealing with Juvenile, non-violeni offenders 
for whom training and guidance can serve to tum their lives around. Youths can receive 
education, discipline, and drug treatment throuch these innovative programs, If law enforcement 
can deter young people from a life of crime, then American society wiJl be the winner. 

• PfDtecting our youih - Children, our most precious resource, have become both the vlolms 
and the pcq>etrators of the violence sweeping tils country. One ia 25 high school students carry 
a gun to school and over 30% of students responding to a survey said they have been physiMlly 
threatened. We need to make every effon to ensure that our schools are crime and gun-see. 
We must support programs that help all of our chUdren stay crime and drug-free, and that offer 
opportunities for productive employment and meaningful lives, 

• Assault weapons prohiblUon - The easy availability of assault weapons wreaks havoc daily 
-•; 7 on the streets of America. These dangerous weapons, with their rapid rate of fire, case of 
/ handling in close quarters, and military features, are simply not spott'ing weapons. As long u 

assault weapons are sold legally, the public and law eofDrceraent will continue to be ai great risk. 

• National Commission lo Support Lav̂  Enforcement - Comprised of members from all 
aspects of law enforcement, including management, labor, federal law enforcement agencies,' 
acadctnia. together with Members of Congress, the members of the LESC believe a commission 
to support law enforcement will be an excellent forum for sharing law enforcement resources and 
intelligence. A partnership such as this will hslp ensure that law enforcement at every level has 
Ihc tools il needs to conduct a coordinated, national approach to fighting crime. 

• Research on issues afTetting the cop on the slreei - To help effecUvely address the problems 
of crime and disorder in the community, the LESC feels that there needs to be a sufficieoi level 
of research funding that directly benefits the cop on the street. 

The LESC supports a crime bill that encompasses these and other issues contained in the crime 
bill. The LESC is committed to standing with President Clinton and his Admimscrauoa in 
pressing for prompt enactment of such a biJl by the Congress. 
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Founded in 1985, the Law Enforcement Steering Commiaee (LESC) is a nonpaitisan coalitloa 
consisting of die Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association, the Fratertul Order of Police, 
the International Brotherhood of Police Officers, the Major City Chiefs, the National Association 
of Police Organizations, the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, the 
National Sheriffs' Association, the National Troopers Coalition, the Police Executive Research 
Forum, aiu3 the Police Foundation, These groups represent over 500,000 law enforcement 
officers nationwide. The LESC is a model of unprecedemed cooperative effort between law 
enforcement research organizatbos, police managemefit, and labor, dedicated to die advancement 
of legislation and policies tbat will ensure the safety and security of our country's people. 

Over the past eight year's LESC members have worked diligently on law enforcement Issues of 
munial concern and have been able to articulate to the White House, the Congress, and the 
American people our ideas for achieving a safer society. We have expressed our concerns over 
the Increaie in violence and crime, the easy access criminals have to weapons, and the need for 
more suppon for professional law enforcement. 

For too many years, crime conirol-and legislative means of achievbg it-has been undermined 
by partisan politics and pressure firom special Interest groups. In the meantime, violence has 
exploded in our communities, making peace officers' jobs increasingly dangerous and frustrating. 

WhUe we fully recognize that anti-crime initiatives in the legislation pend'mg before Congress do 
not present a panijcea for crime, they are a solid beginning toward a comprehensive approach to 
making our nation's streets safe and secure. The members of the LESC stand finnly behind 
many major provisions of the legislation, includmg those that would enhance police presence in 
the community and thai would confine violent criminaJs until they are no longer a danger to our 
communities. 

Members of the LESC met with congressional and Administration leaders in 1992 in an effort 
to forge a compromise and enact a comprehensive crime bill. We were very disappointed when 
that effort failed, and are committed to working with policy makers to ensure this aime bill does 
not suffer the same fate. This year, the case for strong, effective crime legislation is so 
compelling that no such effon should be needed. The nation's police and the citizens they are 
sworn to protect have no doubt that crime is threatening the quality of life In our communities. 
Noneiheldss, the LESC offers its assistance in securing sensible, effective legislation to address 
whai has become the public's number one concern. The LESC feels that the following items are 
key elements to any package of crime legislation: 

• Funding for 100,000 additional police officers - There is a broad consensus among the law 
enforcement community that additionai personnel dedicated to community policing will ass-jst 
some agencies in reducing crime, and is essential in our efforts towards worldng wich the 
community to take back our streets. 
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• Community Policing - New policing strategies in which police are In close contart with 
residents of the community and in which the police and residents become partners in solving 
community problems offer the best hope for improving tbe quality of life for all citizens we 
serve. While change wUl be difficult. It seems that traditional responses alone have not been 
enough. 

• Funding for mart prisons, Jails and boot camps - The current state and local prison systems 
are overflowing and in serious need of repair. Arrests mean nothing utjtss we can back them 
up with the threat of doing jail tunc, but almlnals cannot be kept behind bars if there is no 
avaUable prison space. CriminaJi must know that If they commit a crime, ihey will serve the full 
sentence. Boot camps are a pragmatic approach lo dealing with Juveniia. non-violent offenders 
for whom training and guidance can serve to tum their lives around. Youths can receive 
education, discipline, and drug treatment through diese innovative programs, If law enforcement 
can deter young people from a life of crime, then American society will be the winner. 

• Protecting Our youlh - Children, our most precious resource, have become both tbe vlolms 
and the perpetrators of the violence sweeping this country. One in 25 high school students carry 
a gun to school and over 30% of students responding to a survey said they have been physically 
threatened. We need to make every effon to ensure that our schools are crime and guo-Qee. 
We roust suppon programs thai help all of our children stay crime and drug-free, and that offer 
opportunities for productive employment and meaningful lives, 

• Assaull weapons prohiblUon - The easy availability of assault weapons wreaks havoc daily 
7 on die streets of America. These dangerous weapons, with their rapid rate of fire, ease of 

/ handling -m close quarters, and military features, arc simply not sport'ing weapons. As long as 
assault weapons are sold legally, the public and law enforcement will continue to be at great risk. 

• NaUonal Comirdsslon lo Support Law Enforcement - Comprised of members from all 
aspects of law enforcement, induding management, labor, federal law enforcement agencies,' 
academia. together with Members of Congress, the members of the LESC believe a commission 
to support law enforcement will be an excellent forum for sharing law enforcement resources and 
imdiigence. A partnership such as this will hjlp ensure that law enforcement al evct̂ y levd has 
the tools it needs lo conduct a coordinated, national approach to fighting crime. 

• Research on Issues afTecUng the cop on the slre*̂  - To help effecUvely address the problems 
of crime and disorder in the community, the LESC feels that there needs to be a sufficient level 
of research funding that directly benefits the cop on the street. 

The LESC supports a crime bill ih,it encompasses these and other issues contsmed in the crime 
bill. The LESC is committed to standing with President Clinton and his Administration m 
pressing for prompt enactment of such a bill by the Congress. 

KM:!! nH.I OR-II-l! 



Page 8 

LEVEL 1 - 76 OF 8 9 STORIES 
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The B u f f a l o News 

November 1, 1994, Tuesday, C i t y E d i t i o n 

SECTION: LOCAL; Pg. 16 

LENGTH: 400 words 

HEADLINE: WIDOWED BY GUNMAN, WOMAN SUPPORTS CUOMO 

BYLINE: By GENE WARNER, News S t a f f Reporter 

BODY: 

No ban on assault weapons would have saved the l i f e of her husband, Dennis 
McCarthy. 

Even a l i m i t of 10 b u l l e t s i n a s i n g l e c l i p wouldn't have kept her son, 
Kevin, from being shot and paralyzed. 

But Carolyn McCarthy -- whose husband and son were shot a t the beginning of a 
Dec. 7, 1993, shooting spree on the Long I s l a n d R a i l r o a d -- won't q u i t f i g h t i n g 
f o r tougher r e s t r i c t i o n s on guns. 

Mrs. McCarthy, wearing a "Republicans f o r Cuomo" button, appeared i n B u f f a l o 
today t o chastise Republican g u b e r n a t o r i a l candidate George Pataki f o r opposing 
a ban on assault weapons. 

As a s t a t e senator, Pataki voted against an amendment t o ban such weapons, 
Mrs. McCarthy charged. 

"I'm a Republican, and I can't understand why Republicans l i k e George Pataki 
have opposed the ban on assault weapons," Mrs. McCarthy t o l d a late-morning news 
conference i n f r o n t of B u f f a l o Police Headquarters. "What happened t o my f a m i l y 
should never happen t o anyone els e . " 

I n l a s t December's shooting rampage, C o l i n Ferguson of Brooklyn i s accused of 
walking up the a i s l e of the commuter t r a i n and randomly f i r i n g a t l e a s t 3 0 shots 
w i t h a semiautomatic p i s t o l , i n j u r i n g 19 people and k i l l i n g s i x . 

L i m i t i n g a c l i p t o 10 b u l l e t s could have saved other v i c t i m s on t h a t t r a i n 
from being k i l l e d or i n j u r e d , Mrs. McCarthy claimed. 

"We're not t r y i n g t o take away guns f o r hunting or f o r s p o r t , " she added. 
"We're t r y i n g t o take away these k i l l i n g machines." 

Mrs. McCarthy has become one of two crime v i c t i m s t o go on the airwaves i n 
the Cuomo-Pataki race. Carol M c A u l i f f , whose son Thomas was s l a i n i n J u l y , has 
blamed Gov. Cuomo "and h i s l i b e r a l p o l i c i e s " f o r her son's death. 

" I f e l t she was being used as a v i c t i m , " Mrs. McCarthy sa i d . " I b e l i e v e the 
Pataki camp misled her." 
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GRAPHIC: ROBERT STODDARD, Buffalo News, Carolyn McCarthy talks about supporting 
Gov. Cuomo and gun control outside Police Headquarters today. 
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: November 3, 1994 
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Copyright 1994 Newsday, Inc. 
Newsday 

June 23, 1994, Thursday, CITY EDITION 

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. AOS 

LENGTH: 2 56 words 

HEADLINE: ASSAULT GUNS KILL 1 IN 4 

BYLINE: By W i l l i a m K. Rashbaum. STAFF WRITER 

BODY: 

Assault weapons and p i s t o l s w i t h l a r g e - c a p a c i t y magazines were in v o l v e d i n as 
many as 25 percent of the c i t y k i l l i n g s l a s t year i n which guns were recovered 
and p o s i t i v e l y l i n k e d t o the crime, according t o a s t a t e study released 
yesterday. 

Based on i n f o r m a t i o n from the New York Police Department b a l l i s t i c s u n i t , the 
study by the New York State D i v i s i o n of Criminal J u s t i c e Services found t h a t the 
m a j o r i t y of those weapons were semiautomatic p i s t o l s w i t h magazines t h a t hold 10 
or more rounds. 

Such weapons - i n c l u d i n g most of the 9-mm. semiautomatics favored by drug 
dealers - are defined as assault weapons under Gov. Mario Cuomo's assault 
weapons ban, which has been passed by the assembly. A less expansive b i l l i s 
before the Senate. ' ( j U ^ ^ ^ ^ 

"This study underscores the importance of state legislation that will ban / ^ -J 
assault weapons," saidRlichard Girgenti, DCJS commissioner and Cuomo's top / k^^C 0^ 

l i i i i u d l j u s t i e t ! atl'ijisey. "—-— 

Even w i t h a possible f e d e r a l ban, which i s pending i n Congress, the 
overwhelming m a j o r i t y of assault weapons a r r e s t s are made by l o c a l law 
enforcement. 

The study found t h a t firearms were recovered i n 271 of the 1,946 homicides i n 
1993 and t h a t i n 16 9 cases, the guns were p o s i t i v e l y l i n k e d t o the k i l l i n g 
through b a l l i s t i c s evidence. 

Of those weapons, 43 were assault weapons as defined under the pending ban. 
The l e g i s l a t i o n defines an assault weapon as any semiautomatic r i f l e , p i s t o l or 
shotgun capable of having c a r r y i n g more than s i x c a r t r i d g e s f o r a long gun or 
ten f o r a p i s t o l . 

TOP STORY 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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Copyright 1994 The B u f f a l o News 
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August 13, 1994, Saturday, F i n a l E d i t i o n 

SECTION: LOCAL 

LENGTH: 840 words 

HEADLINE: CUOMO ASSAILS CRIME BILL CRITICS DURING AREA VISIT CALLS DEFEATED 
MEASURE AN 'INSULT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT' 

BYLINE: By ROBERT J. MCCARTHY, News P o l i t i c a l Reporter 

BODY: 
^ Surrounded by confiscated assault weapons and Erie County's top cops. Gov. 
Cuomo\rallied to President Clinton's aid Friday by branding Thursday's 
congressional defeat of the crime b i l l "an i n s u l t to every man and woman i n law 
enforcement." 

Cuomo picked Buffalo Police Headquarters to lash out at the crime b i l l ' s 
defeat and called on Congress to reconsider. He watched as Buffalo police 
o f f i c e r s f i r e d assault weapons int o car doors on the f i r i n g range and labeled 
them "instruments designed to k i l l the largest number of people i n the shortest 
period of time." 

"The government of the United States jus t said we can't ban these weapons," 
Cuomo t o l d police o f f i c i a l s and community a c t i v i s t s at Police Headquarters. 
"What are you ta l k i n g about? What kind of people are we?" 

Facing a tough bid for re-election to a fourth term, the governor has made 
crime-fighting a centerpiece of his campaign. Along with economic development, 
he touts his administration's law-enforcement accomplishments at v i r t u a l l y every 
campaign stop. And he wasted no e f f o r t Friday i n making support for Clinton's 
crime b i l l part of the program. 

"I've been given the chance here today to remind you that we've done a 
fundamentally wrong thing by not passing t h i s b i l l i n Washington," he said. 
"This i s a contradiction of common sense. 

"How did i t happen?" he continued. "Because we haven't spoken." 

He l i s t e d his own crime-fighting program, which has included an increase i n 
State Police numbers, and hinted that his Republican opponents are i n league 
with those who voted down the federal crime b i l l . He continually referred to 
ef f o r t s to control assault weapons thwarted i n the Republican State Senate. 

"They want to be the leaders of the greatest state i n the United States of 
America, and they s t a r t by t e l l i n g us they won't ban assault weapons," he said. 
"Forget i t . The people won't buy i t . " 

Cuomo said he didn't buy the argument that Clinton's crime b i l l would prove 
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too costly or in e f f e c t i v e because i t directs too much money toward "pork barrel" 
programs. And when asked about Rep. B i l l Paxon's description of the b i l l as a 
"social welfare b i l l disguised as a crime b i l l , " Cuomo said he couldn't 
disagree more. 

"Is that a good reason to allow police people to be killed? Is that a good 
reason to eliminate the p o s s i b i l i t y of banning assault weapons?" he asked. 
"Does he mean other programs that w i l l reach children and give them new 
inspi r a t i o n and maybe have them avoid becoming involved with drugs and therefore 
avoid becoming the kind of people that use assault weapons? 

" I don't think that's pork," he said. "That's beef." 

Cuomo was joined at his afternoon session by Erie County D i s t r i c t Attorney 
Kevin M. D i l l o n , Undersheriff William Payne, state Criminal Justice Director 
Richard Girgenti, State Police Major Pedro Perez and Buffalo Police Commissioner 
R. Gi l Kerlikowske. 

Kerlikowske t o l d Cuomo during the firepower demonstration that assault 
weapons are p a r t i a l l y responsible for the c i t y ' s s p i r a l i n g homicide rate --
especially among drug dealers and i n drive-by shootings. 

r j M j ^ (̂ •'"'''̂ Avote against i t was a vote against law enforcement i n New York and i n t h i s 
\) ^ I country," said Kerlikowske. who conferred with the president about the b i l l 

e a r l i e r t h i s week i n Washington. " I t ' s important that we move forward and get a 
crime b i l l that protects us, including one that bans assault weapons." 

Cuomo also appeared at the Buffalo AFL-CIO picnic at Elma Meadows Park i n 
Elma. The annual gathering proved a mecca for v i r t u a l l y every p o l i t i c a l 
candidate i n Erie County, but the governor spent most of his afternoon working 
up a sweat on the basketball court with State Sen. Anthony R. Nanula. 

Buffalo AFL-CIO President George L. Wessel characterized Cuomo's reception as 
"tremendous," discounting some of the troubles the governor has encountered 
recently with public employee unions. 

"People here today are r e a l l y t h r i l l e d to see him," Wessel said. "And 
everyone said the same thing: 'We're with you a l l the way, Governor.' " 

Wessel said Buffalo's labor community w i l l provide phone banks and 
l e t t e r - w r i t i n g e f f o r t s to the Cuomo campaign a f t e r Labor Day. 

GRAPHIC: BILL WIPPERT, Buffalo News, Gov. Cuomo, second from r i g h t , discusses 
assault weapons with Police Commissioner R. Gi l Kerlikowske. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 
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Mr. Chairman, members of the Subcoroinittee, I appreciate 

the opportunity to appear before this distinguished panel today and 

to be able to speak directly on an important issue confronting the 

law enforcement community and our nation — the continued prolifer­

ation of semi-automatic assault weapons on our streets and their 

easy availability to the criminal elements in society. 

My name is John Pitta. I am the Executive Vice-President 

of FLEOA, which is the acronym for the Federal Law Enforcement 

Officers Association. FLEOA represents well over 8,000 Federal law 

enforcement officers across the nation. More important than our 

numbers, however, is the nature of our membership. Many of our 

members are special agents for the Drug Enforcement Administration 

and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. Therefore, they 

are directly responsible for the enforcement of Federal laws 

concerning both drugs and guns. As an officer of our unique 

organization, I take most seriously my responsibility to fairly and 

vigorously represent our members' views to Congress. 

There is no doubt that in too many of our cities and 

towns a tidal wave of violence threatens the safety of Americans. 

Increasingly, this battle finds law enforcement those sworn to 

defend society against the criminal elements — heavily outgunned. 

The superior firepower now possessed by criminals has already taken 

a heavy and unnecessary toll on those I represent. 

I t is estimated that there are currently millions of 

military-style assault weapons in general circulation. This number 

does not include the 130-140 million rifles and shotguns, the 60-70 

million handguns, or the 233,000 class I I I fully automatic weapons 
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that are out there. The United States has the world's largest 

arsenal of privately owned firearms. I t i s unparalleled anywhere 

else in the world. There i s close to one gun for every man, woman 

and child in this country. 

FLEOA does not assert that a l l of these firearms are 

being used i l l e g a l l y nor that a l l semi-automatic firearms are 

assault weapons. There are many legitimate semi-automatic pistols, 

shotguns and r i f l e s . But traditional hunting and sporting guns do 

not have the k i l l i n g capacity of assault weapons, and that i s why 

drug cartels and the Patrick Purdys of the world use them. Because 

of their popularity with criminals, they pose a grave and immediate 

threat to the lives of those sworn to uphold our laws and those we 

protect. In our view semi-automatic assault weapons such as the 

AK-47, AR-15, TEC-9 and MAC-10 are a real and present danger to the 

lives of ordinary citizens and to law enforcement officers. What 

is shocking i s that these weapons, designed specifically for 

combat, are legally sold with almost no federal restrictions or 

regulation. In most states, any 18 year old can walk into a gun 

store, sign a form which no one checks, and walk out with an AK-47 

assault r i f l e . 

And criminals do just that. Statistics from the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms reveal that although semi­

automatic assault weapons comprise only 0.5% of the privately-owned 

guns in America, they account for 6 to 8% of a l l firearms traced to 

criminals during 1988-91. 
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These weapons have military hardware such as threaded 

barrels for silencers, folding stocks for concealability and pistol 

grips designed for spray-firing. Does anyone hunt deer by spray-

firing from the hip in the forest? Of course not! A r i f l e with a 

pistol grip or an assault pistol i s designed to spray-fire the 

enemy at short ranges in combat situations. Unfortunately, assault 

weapons are also ideal for urban violence and drive-by shootings. 

Any so-called "sporting" usage is clearly secondary and must be 

measured against the very real threat not only to the citizens of 

this country, but also to the law enforcement personnel who protect 

them. 

The TEC-9 assault pistol i s the undisputed favorite of 

drug traffickers, gang members and violent criminals. Cities 

across the country confiscate more TEC-9s than any other assault 

pistol. The prototype for the TEC-9 was originally designed as a 

submachine gun for the South African government. Now i t comes 

standard with an ammunition magazine holding 36 rounds of 9mm 

cartridges. I t also has a threaded barrel to accept a silencer, 

and a barrel shroud to cool the barrel during rapid f i r e . To any 

real sportsman or collector, this firearm is a piece of junk, yet 

i t i s very popular among criminals. 

Assault weapons dramatically escalate the firepower of 

the user. Technical reports document firing rates of these weapons 

at hundreds of rounds a minute! Larger numbers of these types of 

weapons are in private hands than ever before and that number i s 

increasing, criminal "private hands" included. Semi-automatic 
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assault weapons have become the weapon of choice for drug runners, 

hate groups and the mentally unstable. 

Although the Bush Administration in 19 8 9 banned the 

importation of 43 models of semi-automatic r i f l e s , and President 

Clinton recently added assault pistols to that l i s t , ATF estimates 

that 7 5% of assault weapons in the U.S. are American-made. That is 

why H.R. 3527 needs to be passed into law. 

The Bush Administration's ban had a dramatic impact. 

Between 1989 and 1990, the number of imported assault weapons 

traced to crime declined by 4 5% while the number of domestic 

assault weapons traced to crime remained about the same. Murders, 

assaults, drug crimes and property crimes linked to assault weapons 

'all declined from 1989 to 1990 as a result of the import ban. No 

one claims that assault weapons legislation will stop a l l assault 

weapon crime, but ATF tracing st a t i s t i c s prove that we c_an dry up 

the supply of these guns, make them less accessible to drug dealers 

and homicidal maniacs, and make a significant dent in the violence 

plaguing America. 

Reports of the use of semi-automatic assault weapons are 

reported more and more frequently in the media nationwide. For 

example, in 1992, a man armed with a MAC-10 semi-automatic pistol 

robbed a small bank in RandalIstown, Maryland. Two female bank 

employees were killed, and two others were wounded. 

And in Hackensack, New Jersey, six teenagers were 

arrested for conspiracy to buy illegal weapons from a black market 

dealer in New York City. The school these youngsters attended was 
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rated by Redbook magazine as one of the 50 best high schools in the 

country. The weapons offered to the youths included several 

assault-type weapons — TEC-9 pistols, Street Sweepers, MAC-11/9 

pistols, and AK-47 r i f l e s . 

Federal agents, in cooperative efforts with State and 

local officers, are working diligently to stem the i l l e g a l 

trafficking of firearms. 

In such a joint effort, Federal and local police officers 

recently raided the Kentucky Courts public housing complex in 

Washington, D.C. The results of this raid, conducted following the 

shooting of District of Columbia Police Officer Jason White, 

included the seizure of six weapons, including an AK-47 assault 

r i f l e . 

In New York City, Federal agents and City police officers 

investigating a fatal drive-by shooting on the Brooklyn Bridge in 

March 1994, disclosed that a Cobray 9-millimeter pistol was the 

weapon used to k i l l Aaron Halberstam. Using the firearms tracing 

capabilities of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), 

law enforcement o f f i c i a l s arrested a drug dealer for i l l e g a l 

firearms trafficking that included one of the weapons used in this 

hideous crime. 

The victims here today provide a very real and human side 

to the stories of carnage and mayhem created by the widespread 

availability of semi-automatic assault weapons. In fact, i t i s 

this incessant litany of violence and the related deaths and 

injuries that has numbed the general public to a point that i t 
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seems almost willing to accept gun violence as a permanent fixture 

in our society. 

Last year, four ATF agents were killed and 15 wounded 

during the ATF raid on the Mt. Carmel Compound near Waco, Texas. 

David Koresh and his followers were able to stockpile a huge 

arsenal of 123 AR-15/M-16 type r i f l e s , 44 AK-47 type r i f l e s , two 

Street Sweepers, two Barrett .50 caliber r i f l e s , and many other 

long guns and handguns along with grenades and components to 

i l l e g a l l y modify firearms and create destructive devices. For the 

most part, this arsenal was bought legally from licensed gun 

dealers, at flea markets and gun shows. An FBI firearms expert 

te s t i f i e d that 48 fully automatic weapons were found in the charred 

ruins of the Branch Davidian compound. 

What law-abiding citizen needs a private gun arsenal this 

large? A sportsman doesn't need hundreds of weapons and hundreds 

of thousands of rounds of ammunition. This arsenal was created to 

be used against people, including law enforcement officers. 

Investigating agents have learned that Mt, Carmel residents 

received regular indoctrination against law enforcement. Quoting 

from the Waco affidavit, "[David Koresch] continually predicted a 

confrontation with law enforcement of f i c i a l s and repeatedly 

instructed his followers that should this occur, they were to 

'resist with arms' and 'be ready to fight and r e s i s t . ' " I t appears 

Koresh picked weapons with the greatest firepower to use against 

law enforcement. The four ATF agents were shot with automatic or 

semi-automatic r i f l e s . They didn't have the slightest chance 
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against these weapons. 

Existing Federal and state laws have proven to be 

insufficient to adequately protect either law enforcement or the 

general public from the ille g a l use of these weapons. That i s why 

I am here to express FLEOA's support for H.R, 3527. 

I t i s against this background of unquestionable facts 

that law enforcement groups such as FLEOA appeal to Congress to 

take affirmative, though reasonable, steps to cope with this 

national problem, FLEOA continues to believe that legislation, 

such as that offered by Senator Feinstein of California and 

Congressman Schumer of New York, which targets specific makes of 

semi-automatic assault weapons favored by drug traffickers, 

terrorists, and other criminal elements, goes far toward helping to 

make the job of Federal law enforcement officers safer. While 

assault weapon laws are not a panacea to the violence that plagues 

America, they are another important tool needed to help law 

enforcement. 

As to how important the issue of the increased spread of 

semi-automatic assault weapons is to Federal officers, I think i t 

is safe to say that a l l of us sometimes wonder about our own 

mortality. The questions of whether we w i l l see our families 

again, or in what physical condition we could end up, certainly 

runs through our minds at one time or another as we go about 

performing our hazardous jobs over the years. The issue of these 

weapons may be a p o l i t i c a l one to some of you on the subcommittee, 

but i t i s a " l i f e and death" issue for us every day as we step out 
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of the front doors of our homes to go to work. 

Mr, Chairman, the law enforcement community, and 

particularly FLEOA, feels very strongly that the proliferation of 

semi-automatic assault weapons must be addressed by Congress and is 

a legitimate area of concern in the context of anti-crime legisla­

tion. There are slightly more than a million assault weapons in 

circulation today. Please do not wait until there are 10 million 

in circulation to address the issue because by then i t w i l l be much 

too late. 

FLEOA applauds you for holding this hearing and for 

continuing to work with law enforcement groups on matters of mutual 

concern. Thank you for the opportunity to appear today. I would 

be pleased to answer any questions you may have. 
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^i)^CMJJSRMdaho Falls, Idahah Hello.' 

uaOiyKING: Hi. j . J7 
ith CAIXCT- H«y. Larry. How ai« you doing? 

i f ? ^ ^ ^ H^'; rd like to aBk Mr. & MTB. Brajy if 

S T J ^ tins of the a^aidt wwpow BO tha; we can 

L A w i v ^ C : Do you w«T.t to da a whole hour? Do you 
want to ait Aê n, with th« WHA? 
SABAB BRADY: OK >»4ve don* hour after bcitf ^̂ ^̂  
S J i , witiv the NKA and 1 suppose we codd do » t a ^ It 
nev*̂  .e«aB t« got «iywh«fi, beeauoe, M 1« say^^ nej' 
^T^ua^ppe^ to ^ ^ ^ ' ' ^ ''^^ ^ 
L^tKV KINQ; Tbere a«» dewbt in yt'u* Tnilid-
SABAH BRADY: Whatsoever— 
lARBYKiNG: ^ b a t w uWtwwpoDifl-
SAKAH BRADY: -no, of whot an i«sault waapon 

meana. I mean, a m^«ity of h^tmfi gun* ar. 
automatic, tiist is not the prwbleni- . , i ^ „ n 

i ^ L h o d y s isind «ihaug«.? Tbe d«botc goe. » but T,O-

S>2RAHIIi^:*W«U- pn.bably wh« you com* ih^ 
JvItTAnd I cau them th* tnae bdievcra. and they 

r ^ T n ^ w ^ j V X truly don't 
whatsoever. And who really don't want to bsu« to us. i 
think we're pretty ifiiddle of the road. 
U^RBY KING: Middle of the road.' 
I A B A H BRADY: We kaow that - Yeah, I meto there 
are people^ 
LARRY KING: You're aot hardliners? 
SARAE BRADY: We're not hardliners 
many people who want to ban all guns. 
LABBY KING: You don't? 
SARAH BRADY: No. Absolutely not. ^ 
^Sf^t to make legal for anyone, no 
Tou ^and all giui. and aU weapons. And ^ dout b«-
C^'XrofSsidea. Weeay: we dont w«.t« b^ 
^^Spons we want some cotnmon S ^ f S v I 
want t« keep them out of tha wrong The t^^'^^^ 
ttefrfo M. the kids-people who have bad jnst^ 
LARRY KING: The cratiea. .̂ ^̂  v,„« 

BRADY: ^thecraaea. And people who have 

in Id̂ ho FallB and bis iTun. as long as he doeant Tab 

Z S S v S r : T o ' ^ l t ^ going to see in yoor 
Jin.. ban on most cf the weapoaa you want 

bBnnod? Do think you are Eoing to win this fight.' 
JAMES BRADY: I think ao, 

JAUES BRADY: Yes. sr. 
UVKRYEING: In your heart, too? 

JAMES BRADY: YeB. 50 
lARBY BING: Do you tbiiii. BO, Sarah? 
SARAH BBADY-. I think w«*r« goip? to see very 
^ f ^ a w a . A . d l i . e y ^ «>^-sal<«.r ^ a ^ y 
mZrrow ut) you ittay I *hii»k dier^ « ^ be a final 
Tcte S ^ ' ^ & ^ ^ c b will sî e M«ylan^ th. one fijx a 
L ^ f S u ^ i ^ U already bna. ^ f ^ - ^ ^ f ; ^ ^ : 
W eee that natJuwide. Ifa a very effectiv way «t -«oppinff 
^ g o i n g into m^al market, maldng guna «a«ily ac 
ceeaibte—OJidergTound. . 
I^KRY SING: AAd moat poli« 
tbflV? 
SABAU BRADY: Ok la*'ei»forcero<ait--
JAHJES R R A D T ; All uf i h ^ . , v t. J 
SARAH BUADY: —le juat overwhelmingly behma ua. 
JAMES BRADY: AH of thon „ ^ ^ 

so good Bering yuu. Wc w.11 tr/to ««t up. 

J ^ ^ V ^ t h e NWA soma time aud th«x get you all on to-

eether. 
SABAB BRADY; Sounds good. 
i S S ? KING: Do a whole hour. Maybe can change 
aomaminds-
SARAH BRADY. Maybe we can 
LABSX KING: Cue way or the other̂  

jjmandSaraliBradyofHandgonContirollni:. 
come back, big story today. f 

New York police commiaaioner, smca January of SS one ot 
i^ country, formerly in Boston, leavmg 

posit. Why? We will find out after these woida. 
[Cammatial break] William Bratton 

J mean, there are 

There ars others 

LARRY KINC-, 1S.0 yaaxa ago. h* left Ŝ ^̂ "̂ ^̂ âke the 
i Z f S t b poU« comm.iasio.er in th. history cf tija C i ^ of 

Sew York, ̂  of the finest -^.^^.^^^^i^VaA 
In the paat two y-are. comw.*Monw Naw York ClCr Wfi 
« ~ r i L « d th/*teepc5t erimQ i^P m its history and yes-
leltoy, wmiam Bratton says ha'a leavmfr. 

W ^ S L a BRATTON, ftonnar PoU<* C^misaioner. 
New York CUy; Well, L*«y, eevwal refl*f»n!< - oae per-

S a l l « 26 yea^ of the buai^^. that I an. gain, o 
ŝ ert taking a look a. my fina.^ ^ T ' ^ Z T I X Z I 
Situation and after 26 yea« and a«c ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ™ 
atm floatidg around without a pension ^ ao^re « a pet 
S M K * Ftom the prur«aaion^«d« nnfor^ataly 
3^8t a year here to New York City, ^ t^<^iit^^^-
SS^ay a^ptedtc show -^-^^^ ^ ^ r r * . 
at odds witb each other, despite b«ih of our dctuais at 
every tunu iVa a atoiy that would f.ot go • 
S S I i ^ i n recant months ha. b.c«m« very d j ^ * ^ 

beginnine. 1 think, to h*.e th. powntinl to ^ 
p a r t n e g a t i v 5 « W ^tiliiy to work together to ke«? th« 
crime eoins down. So-- . 
L S K Y ENG- So, did you caU Um and "I'm gowg to 
{ ;^^^S.^youSwhat?Howdidi thapE*n' 
WllllAM BRATTON: There's difforMit v«r»ionB of what 
happened, YHafitber I waa pushed ~ 

. a 
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LABRY KING: Whafa the coitect one 
J ^ A M B R A T T O N : -or whefliar I left - I think it 
waa a convergence of both-1 thini tjia>-
LARRY BJNG: You were pushed a nttia. 

flup inability to puah t h ^ the media W O f L ^ f S l ' 
coinddentally. over the last weak or so, I got an off^ tt^t 
« X X eould not turn down. It met all rf my needs, al-

atay here in New York to set » to a new v « . 
that haa liantialBrowth. I ^ « T ! ^ i ^ ! ! . r S 

securityfira thaVa going to seek to ajjand aig-
' X f r S the yeara ahead I'd like the ^^^^^ntrf 
1 n ^ challenges and being quite frarJi wjth you that 
Uar in thia job, weVa had freat Bucca8« V̂e 
bean able to teU the atory of SS,000 great copa. U ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
gf ̂ edit for it. but if a the .:apB who are domR lie 30b Ofut 

S^YBING: AU»i8ht.Wby--wbyletl^ med^ --
well, firat of all. what began the atonea? Was there a 
Tiilinbreak? Waa thar* a lltrl«- whal^ whera did it 

TOilAM BRATTON: Oh. it h«ean about a year or ao 
leotiJaTmy deputy t̂ mnuesioner of pubUc information 
i ' i f ^ ; d l t . £ ^ a a - x a « g n . d A.d it w^ wxdely felt 
that the Mayor had puahed him out the door. And-
l A R R T l O N C : And you WBTB angry ovftT that. 

B R A T T O N : A n d - 1 - 1 was diaappointed^ I 
had a gra^ deputy commiaalonar. h«'a a p«r«mal feand. 
he remaina a very dose personal fiiead. 
IJLBRYKING: 3o thai* waa a rift than? 
i S u A M B H A I T W : I think there was « ^jfer^" *f 

that particular indivdual, but both the 
^ ^ j T L ^ t ^ o ^ and life went on and ti.e ^ 
^ i j^^cnm^ want down 17 percent veraua 12 p̂ rê nt. in 
the first year. . %-
TARRY KING: So, are you eaymg that the oe«ha -
while there was some deavage over this inndent - the 
media overplayed it and made it Wsgw than it was i 
S i t U A M BRATTON: 1 think thay made it bigger than 
it iaHeger than it was. And that̂ a unfortunate becauac 

tlrich ^getting done- ^ ^ ^ - ^ - ^ " ^ ' ' ^ ^ ^ l 
ao fer tins year, we have a goal of 10 p«r«snt. And^e 
dime drops, you have to took baynnd the pertaitages. diat 

that in New York there were i.OOO ^ ^ - ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ 
m^Sr^laat year in New York versus 1990. 70.000 some 
odd fewer care Stolen versus 1980 - and tha good auw^. 
in the City of New York, we have found a way to not anly 
reduw crime but to keep it down. I'm an optlnuat it 
S m w ^ ^ e i " tte United States. I think that Anier-

p o U c S w finally woken up to the reality tiiut we 
™n make a difference and eriminologUts be damned, there 
i^ometbing that &e poUce can do. And one of the thms» 
^ do^ we can focus on r«ults. and the results we 

on is controlling crime and in New York ona of 
the city's in thia country that had the ^ugh^ i ^ ' ^ ^ ^ 
for crime, it is now dearly one of the safest city's m Amert-

£ m y n S G - ^ And you are very pro-Wgun cpntrol 
ijTyuu're against wiat the Congreaa did the other day. 

S S x J A M BRATTON: Oh. rabidly agamst what tiiey 
ffidTtoy are talking out cf both sides of their mouths ^ 
did. Thay ̂ l ^ ^ r ^ ^ ^ „ r t American pohce and 
they want to say they want w supp î r 

oU»r band they arc arming tbe P « > I ^ * ^ 
us left and right. We lost iwo ?ol{" ^ " " J ^ ^ 

T^rt State with twQ others ahot, in. just the last weeJt. A 
^ r k S^police Officer, killed by soma character on 

p̂ Tols S i i S wiS two .0 ̂ t e r . . - i * ^ - 1 ^ ^ " - ^ 

K t̂ esa weapons ^ - Ulieve^-
Eibout 1 pettent of what?a in the poaaaseion of Am^i^n 

S « S u t e 13 percent of the weapons used to m 
S c a n p d i c a o f l t o . Couff*e«-akaupl Aa« .e« . po. 

forces S e out there to protect you as wefl as the rest of 
S n s . ana this halonay that you keep coming up 

Sth^whrixe you going to wake up? You say yooare « 
dStottSSmiicaiSSaenry. G«toutandhat«ntawha 
STsr^cantoftJiem want. And they want gun control 

and Ihey want it norw. J - v — r V * 
I A W KING: Since youVe done such a good job, and the 

h S b U l done in that time, cuuldnt thia have been 
S - - S X t it have been said, "Look fellas, we had a 
SS^eaSSit over something, but I'm duu.g a ,ood ,ob a 
X y S . he's doing a great job as pohca " " " ^ " ^ ^ J ^ J 
S p i t going." I niean, couldn't that hava b«*n a better 
w ? / i S e t h i s ? Gifted you need more mon^ snd 
^ t e d Giere is a nice, private security job. couldn t Oiat--

benefit of the dty couldnt this have been handled 

S M J A M BRATTON: Maybe it could have teen. But I 
S ^ T a T ^ S m i s t about tbe changes that have been 
S d e in this organization. We have found a new way to 
;o l£LdS?a^t jus tBiH Bratton. "'Bthe NewYorka^ 
^licB department. Kg tibe organization if s b«:ome. When 
I left the Tranait PoUce in 1992, cnme was down 22 -
L t In th«t ayatam. now in 1996, and I was gone for three 
3 the last five years, crime is now down 63 percent in that 
Bubway syst*w, nbheries are down 75 percent, se the 
^ we put in place in "92 kept the m o m ^ ^ pa^^ 
rm comfortable witb the systems we developed over the 
last two ysars, long after Bill Bratton is gone, ajme ^ 
rtine to (Continue to go down in thiS aty. because the cops 
tooShowtopoUcethiadty. And the good new,^. ymi can 
tranafer what w.'rt doing in N*w York t£> any aty in Amer̂  

^ H B V KING- The New York papers aaid today that the 
Mayor - you can have an opinion on this - was jealou* of 
oil oftho good publicity you were gettmg. I ^ ' * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
WnXIAM BRATTON: There is no denying that the ̂ ew 
York City police dopajtm.nt an^ myaelf induded, get very 
publidty. as they should - ifs a success story here - but 
it̂ a 8i Bttcô iftQ story thA't— . . 
LARRY KING: Wall, why wouldn't the Mayor be happy 
gv« di*t? IWB the Mayor— 
W I L U A M BRATTON-. H t ^ 
LAItRT KING: —he gets the eventual credit. 
WILUAM BRATTON: --he personally has not expressed 

c . 
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any dissatisfaction with that. He appointed me. It s the 
St i ca l changes here that have also helped to moke this a 
Mferdty, The idea that-tha appredation that tha pohce 
can now go out and enforce things ihat for 2S year* they 
could net enferee: that we can go out and arrest drug 
dealers on the street - that we can aggressively attad. 
q S y of Me crimes, and most importantly that the pohce 
^ Chang* behavior. And that's what itTa aU about, chang-
in^ behavior. That you don't tolerate graffiti, yw dont 
tolerate squeegie parsons, you don't tolerate ~ 
the corner. And the good news ia, if you diange tbe behav­
iors of the aduhs. aU those kids watching to see >»<hat tbe 
adults are doing, that big surge at the end of the decade - -
Change the behavior new uf the adulta and you wlU be ab a 
to diange the behavior of those kids that basically emulate 
the behavior ofthe adults that they associate with. 
LARRY KING: Bill, did the Mayor ask you to reconsider? 
WIUIAM BRATTON: No, h« did not. 
LARRY KING: Had he asked yon to reconsider, would 
you have reconsidered? I ,T«.«I ,» 
WUUAM BRATTON: At this time, I dont tbmk I cculd 
have Again, the offer was made that came at the nght 
ti^AfoTme. Ifs—if a dme to move on. Tm going to sUy 
very active in American law enforcement— 
LARRY KING: Meaning? TT i* J 
WnjJAM BRATTON: -the president of the United 
Statas hss appointed me aa one of hia reprasentativea to 
Ihe Crime Commission that ia now being formed. TJe en-
viroamant I am moving into, the private security field, part 
of the Bucceaa of the future af America is going to be im-
vrevamest in tha quality rfthe security forces in Amarica. 
And I intend to be a leader in the new company that I am 
coins to. in d»vslopi»g privatft Becmfity to be regarded as 
highly as their counterparts ia the public sector are now 
regarded- And I think that is doablfi. 
LARRY KING: Do you eicped to have any input into the 
election of your raplaeement? 
WUUAH BRATTON: The Mayor and I met yesterday 
fgr about an hour and a half, I estprsBsed to him him— 
my— my comments if you will, on the various candidates 
that h« was looking at aa of that time. I appr«ciatfid lliat 
opportunity and my understanding is that he is rapidly 
moving toward a selectioJi or replawmant- And I hope so 
— the sooner Ihe better. These orgjuuzationa, you dont 
want them to leave — to be left out there too lo»g-
XABRY KING; Well, you leave — you leave April IStii. 
Shouldn't that mslection be made before you leave? 
WILLIAM BRATTON: Oh. I think every indication is 
that it wUl be made long before that. 
LARBY KING: Is it goihg to come from the department? 
WILUAM BRATTON; The aelactiQn — we have— wc are 
in great shape in New York. We have tremendous 
canSdatas inaide the grgaiu»iliou. There are wm^datos 
outside the organi«atiott that have also — one of tham is 
the fire commissioner who ia weU known to tho Mayor. weU 
known in this dty and he's had euccessea of his own. I— I 

keep the momentum going &rward. 
LABHY SING. And. aa in your aofle. it might b« someone 

from the outside, right? . , />_ rtu 
WILLIAM BRATTON: There's the potential. One of the 
candidates that is talked about ia tha fire commiasionei 
hare ia Now York aty i. « 
LABBY KING: No, I mean, a police duef somewhere else. 
^rTrTAM BRATTON- No. T believe that the selsction is 
going to be restrirted to three or fbur candidates from 
iiifcdn the paUc department, people who have been part of 
my team— 
LABBY KEKG: Mm-hm. 
WILUAM BRATTON: —and two candidates have been 
named from outaide the organiaati w 
LABBY KING: So that's— that*a a definite. Ycu are not 
eoine to eat the police Aiaf of IndianapftliR? 
W n l w k BRATTON: I don't think that is in the ar-
chivea. I tha Mayor hae confidanw in the people that 
are alraadyhere. 
LABBY K W a We will be right back with you* phone 
calls for Wilham Bratton. New York City police com-
missloaer smca Januaiy «f l^^^. BcfoTO that ba was m 
Boston, before that he was in tha Traffic Ihvialon in New 
Y«k. He's had an amazing success ratio and now eoee into 
private industry vtrith Pirst Securities. 

We will be rt^t back, aflar tliese word»-
{ComTfiercial break] 
LARRY RING- Let"s take some calls for one of the best 
policemen in America, William Bratton of N̂ w York. 
Columbus, Ohio. Hello? 
Sth CALLER. L^lttmbus. Ohio}: HeUo. Hi, Larry, how 
ai« you doing? 
LARRY KING: Hi, gu ahead. , 
Sth CALLER: Yes, I'd like to know what he thinke oi the 
concealed «rry law thaf s going around the United States, 
and its poativa impact on the country. 
WILUAM BRATTON: WeU, first off, 1 disagree strongly 
that ifs having a positive impact. I am strongly opposed to 
those concealed gun actions that have occurred in a num­
ber of states and am vary fearful that, over time, they are 
going to result in a significance increase in gun violence m 
this country. Like most American police diiefs. we are op­
posed to that concept, unfiartunately it aeems to be a grow. 
L A ^ ^ KING: Indianapolis, Indiana. Hello? Hello, hi-
dianapoUfl, ate you there? Do you hear me? Indianapolis, 
one more chance. Okay, we lost Indianapolis. Are ymi 
goiKg to auppart Mayor Giuliani? 
WILLIAM BRATTON: Oh. sura. In terms of the changes 
that have occurred in the—• 
LABRY KING: No, I mean, when he runs for reelection. 
WILUAM BRATTON: When I ea to the ballot box, I 
usually keep my opinions to myadf— 
LABRyBlNGT Aw, Bill— 
WILLIAM BRATTON: —but well see. 
UlRRT KINGr —you're not going to endorse him? 
WILLIAM BRATTON: Well— we shall see. 
t^ABBT KDfG: la he a good mayor? ^ 
WUUAM BRATION: He's an excellent mayor. He san 
exceUent mayor. The changes that have occurred in this 
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dty tbat- a lot of focua on the crime control, but there^ 
a kt of other good things happening here. A lot of people 
S^e re^ed to work from tbe welfare rolls. Ihe dean-
^ I p X . dty. the sense that ̂ are -
STcontrol. Thie dty has a very different feel than it did 

al years ago. A very different feel- ^ . v v 
LARRY KING: What's - whatfs the toughest job about 

that poUce force. Tha single toughest thmg about 

S^ILUAM BRATTON: The single toughest thing is dê ^ 
with the officers that are shot and injuxed m the bne of 

dSy. Every other aspect of this job I love immensely. It 
X greatit job any person could ^er hope to W ^ d 
^e b^lessed to. for the last 27 months have it, and it 
S 5 S ^ ^ t S m ; f o r t h e r a s t o f » y l i f e . But ttie nega­
t e is^pohce fimerals in the past week gmng to hospi­
tals in the middle of the night too frequently fro officers m. 
jured all too frequently by tha .9 milhmeter h«idgun, 
the aasault weapon that Congress seems to intent on put-
ting out into the Btreeta in even greater numbera. 
S l W Y KING: Do we know why. Bill, pohce officers want 
to be police officers? . 
^raUAM BRATTON: I would think that many of them. 
like myself, that they come into the buainesa. I came m at 
aee 23 aU my Kfe wanting to be one - we came in wanting 
to dogood. We come in wanting to make a differjice and 
thaf a the- the beauty of the pubUc sector, to *lse 
can tbe actions of one individual, or a police department af. 
feet in this case, a million people; or, in the case of the 
United Statas, that the Time cover stoiy a few months 
back. -Tinally, We're Winning the War Agaast Cnme. 
S c a n s W to be more optimistic about our abih^ to 

] -with crime. We can in fatrt reduce it, we can control it, 
we can do a better job than we've done. weVe shown it in 
New York And I - I intend to apeak loud and dear that 
there needs to be more optimism on this issue. The cnme 
bill that Presrident Clinton was able to get through after so 
many years of being stalled in Congreaa. it haa made phe-
^ e i ^ dianges in thia country. We're benefited m New 
York, by ahnosi $S0 million from that bffl. And the good 
things that emanate from that type'of positive action, it 
resoLtes throughout the land. These are good times for 
American law enforcement, we are beginning to make a 
difference. • - «,„ 
LARKY KING- We will be bade with our remammg mo-
Bients with William Bratton who will be missed, the outgo­
ing police commissioner of the City of New York. 

Dont go away. 
[CoTfimerdal break) 

LARRY KING: Wê e back with police commission^ of 
New York William Bratton. he's given a lot of hia bfe to 
service hke thia in other divisions of poUce work and in 
Boston. Going to miss it, aren't you? , u + 
WILUAM BRATTON: I'm going to miss it tembly. but 
with the appointment to tbe crime ~™^»^J*^^^'t"i 

yatiota b^twc^ft tlie publii* and pwoto •otter, wlja© i 

^STbTout of the pubhc sector, [unintelligible] I wiU be 
heard from. I am not going away. 

LARKY KING: Not quietly into the good mght-
WILUAM BBATTON: No, not at all. Not at all 
£ j5 i?KlNG: Whntfs - whafe First Secun^ ^ " ^ l , 
WILLIAM BBATTON: Ifs a Boston baaed firm. Ifs 
about the lOfli, nth largest in the country. Ingest m Ihe 
northeast region. It's a n>ultî aceted jacurity to - m̂  
vestigatLve sarvices, guard services. Ifs an entity lhats 
ratedamong the best in ita field and is offering me an op-
wrtunity to get into that field, be part ot an expansion 
S5?Wntem^ted and to be part of I ^ i ^ ' J 
J ^ t ciSnge thaf s going to occur in that mdu5^ 
Jet lb i next 10 years. Amencans are going to spill-
spend billions of dollars in the private sector and the image 
rf^ private security sector needs to be enh^ced.^d as 
we have been able to enhance it in the pubhc sector, I 
think the same thing can happen in the private sector. 
LARRY KING: You've got to get away from the private 

WXL^kraATTON: Exactly, that ifs-it^s much more 
than that. Ifs much more sophisticated in today's day and 
ag^and I think you are going to see a lot more xehance on 
the private security sector. 
LARRY KING: Yeah. Did they come to you? 
WILLIAM BRATTON: Tbe gentleman that OWM the 
company haa been a friend for many , many years, and for a 
numb^ of years has been attempting to result me and 
S y , the time waa right and I am pleased to have been 
able to accept the offer. 
LABBY KWG: One other thing. Bill, can we say that on 
tbe Ust that you saw that you discajased with the mayor 
yesterday, any one of them would be satisfadi>ry with you? 
WILLIAM BRATTON: Actually, that is the case. Some 
more satisfactory than others? , * 
LABKY KING: Is there one standout - you don t have to 
tell us who — but is tiicre one in your mmd that, if they 
said yes, you would aay "Yes, now." 
WILLIAM BRATTON: There's several in that group. 
LABBY KING: There are several? 
WnUAM BRATTON: And thaf a the good news for the 
dty. 
LABRY KING: Several meaning more than two? 
WnXIAM BRATTON: Several meaning two or tiiree. 
LABBY KING: Thanks very much. BHI, best of luck. 

We will be seeing lets of you. 
wnJJAM BBATTON: Okay, I hope so. 
LABBY KING: William Bratton. the outgomg police com-
niissioner of New York, resigned yesterday, he will leave 

night we are up in New York City. Sothe^ 
is going to be auctioning off a whole bundi of i t ^ from 
the colleetion of the late Jacqueline Onassis. Wê e gomg 
to see a lot of them. Pierre Salinger is going to be one ot 
our guides. This is tomorrow night in New York. 

Friday night. Newt Gingrich will host this program. His 
guests will be Jack Hannah and a whole bundi of animals 
from the Columbus Zoo. T»i.,K„rd D«re Mwt w-ck, amme our guoeca Will be Richard Qere, 
Robert Shapiw and Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

From Washington, this is Larry King. Good night. 



say the most promiiainfaiis^ end if s very promising be­
cause the need for peace ia not exdusively an Israeli need. 
I am convinced that the Arab countries need peace as bad­
ly and as immediately as we do. You know, for the first 
time in Sharm el-Sheik, IS Arab countries answered the 
call of President Clinton and came in to denounce terror, to 
t lemn terror after an event, or ewents that took place in 
Israel. This is something unprecedented. And I dont 
•Wnk they did it just to keep iu happy. Ihey understand 
that terror and war is a menace to them as much aa to us. 
LABBY KING: Waterford, Michigan, with the Prime 
Lfinister. Hello? 
Srd CALLER, [Waterford. Michigan]'. Yes, Mr. Pnme 
Minister, 1 would like to ask you air, knowing that the 
Golan Heights is strategieally important to the land of Is-
rad, why would this administration give any consideration 
to toroing it over to Syria, after the laraeU's have shed 
their blood for this land? 
SHIMON PERES: Wdl, the laraeh'a have shed their 
blood not only for the Golan Heights, but for peace as well. 
You know, we have had so many military victories, but the 
real victory that we are looking for is not juat to have more 
land, but ifs really to enjoy a fiill peace. Now. we have two 
questions: would we have just one if we give up the Golan 
Heights or not, everybody would aay "No. don't give up." 
But we have a second question. "Should we give up the 
d was of peace with Syria," and then maay people in Is­
rael, maybe a m^erity. would say Tlont do it." So we are 
not suggesting to give up the land just because we don't 
1 it. But we are suggesting to have a territorial eom-
promiae so to obtain a real peace with oux northern nei^-
bor- And by doing so having a comprehendve peace all 
around us. 
LABRY KING: Mr. Prime Minister one other thing before 
we leave us, what— what keeps you going? You've had a 
long and fruitful life, youVe had dedicated service to your 
( ntry. held many positions. Why—why this^ why stay 
on? 
SHIMON PERES: The only reason, really, for mS to stay 
on, is to do a service to the younger generation. You know, 
at my age, with my experience I want to put aside many of 
the diffiwit dilemmas. Take it upon myself, upon my gen­
eration, to make the tough dedsaona, the unpopular ded. 
sions and pave the way for a new future. So that our chil-
dwsn and grandcihiWseii '-iU not hava to ^ through the 
same experiences and peine that we went through. 1 feel 
myself; as to^y serving a young generation. 

Handgun Control Inc. 

LARRY KING: Last Friday, here in Washington, House 
Republicans voted to overturn the ban on assault weapons 
in the 1994 Crime BiU — that came as a severe Wow to Jim 
and Sarah Brady. They are the — wbaf a your title, Sarah, 
with Handgun Control Inc.? 
SABAH BRADY. Chair, Handgun Control Lac: I am 
chair. 
LABRY KING: And Jin? 
JAMES BBADY, Huidgim Control lac, Board of 
Directors: I am a member ofttie Board of Directors. 
LABBY KING: And Handgun Control Inc. is out to get ef­
fective control of handgonS- We have the Brady Bill, 
etcetera. Were you shocked at the House actions, Saiah? 
SABAH BRADY: Well, we actually knew that we didn't 
have tbe votes to— to overturn it. I was surprised at the 
final moment that the Bepubhcan leadership would have 
actually scheduled it I— I dont think it was probably the 
gmartest thing on earth for them to have done and I— 
LABBY KING: Do you think eapedally after hearing the 
plea of young 1 .̂ Kennedy? 
SABAH BRADY: Well, that was a very dramatic place. 
And what a shods hearing Solomon, and his— 
LABBY KING: Response. 
SARAH BRADY: —rebuttal. You know, I think the 
whole world thought "Oh, poor Mr. Solomon stuck up in 
northem New York, eomewhere, without an assault 
weapon." You know, we kind of— 
JAMBS BBADY: **Come and get me." 
SARAH BBADY: "Come and get me. Here 1 am all 
alone.* 
LARRY KING: Jim, were you surprised that the Sen— 
the House did what it did? 
JAMES BRADY: Well, I waa shocked. But at the same 
time we can count as well as they can count and we knew 
pret^ well where the dups were on this. 
LABBY KING: But ifs not going to happen is it? Ihe 
Senate is not going to do it and the president will veto, I 
mean diis is just a— 
SARAH BRADY: No. And we— and there were not 
enough votes in thia one to-- to override a veto, even if— 
even if it would pass the Senate. And, of course, we know 
the president— 
JAMES satADY: Which if s not going to do. 
SARAH BRADY: - i f s not going to anyway, we really 
feel pretty confident it wouldnt. 
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LABRY KING: Ifs tough, is it not, Jim. taking on fte 
NRA' 
JAliOeS BRADY: They—they are good trans-writers. 
LABRY KING; YouVe learned to respect that? 
JAMES BRADY: Yes. 
LABBY KING: Have you Sarah? 
SARAH BRADY: Yeah. 1 act their money. They thftv— thev reallv bou^t this 

LABBY KING: In your head, you hope not. 
JAMES BBADY: But never say never. 
LABBY KING: They dont give up, do they? 
SARAH BRADY: Well fight it-
LABBY KING; This ia a tough other side. 
SABAE BBADY: Y , they dont give up and we wj] 
have to fight that side. W a shame. When— when gun 
violence, eapedally amongst our young kids and amongst 



W e a' lot of mcney and they- tney reauy «,UBUV 

freshman Congi , . . « 
LABRY KING: And do you think this Congress was m 
this case was iust fulfilling a debt? 
SARAH BRADV: I think there are some true behevers 
but yes. I tlunk the Republican leadership was fulfiUmg a 
debt It was a Congress that waa paid for. and you know 
thev owed— they owed them- . 
SfflBYKiNG: In other words, you don't-you dont be­
lieve ne...e8sarily that Mr. Gingridi is all that^ eU^at m 
favor of having asaauit weapons sold on the open market? 
SARAH BRADY: WeU, he's always voted agamst us. But 
I think this was a good example, and I think Jim wiU agree 
with me on thia. of govemment at its worst - really spe­
cial interests being able to say, "̂ ook, we put money mto 
voujr races, yon owe us one. you promised, and l»th 
Gingridi and Dole wrote to the NBA early on aiid pitjmised 
SafSiere would be a vote. And they wer^ 
falling this promise. Is that really what people voted m? 
Or they thought they were voting in two years ago? I don*t 
? i ^ t o l ^ S i k tliy wanted diange. But I donttiunk 
they wanted to vote in govemment by specal mterests and 

by big money. ., 
jjiBSY KING: Jim, can you figure out why assault 
weapons would be sudi a big deal? 
JAMES BRADY: Well— 
LARRY KING: I mean, they are not your everyday aver­
age weapons- . 
JAMES BBADY: No, but they are showing up m — Aft 
tell us in 20 percent of crimes that are committed witii 
firearms. They are up 28 percent. So it appea^ to be tiis 
weapon of diolce of drug dealers, and people tiiat - that 
know they are going to have to shoot it out with the pohce. 
They're- th^re designed to defeat tiie soft body armor 
that our law enforcement officers make. 
SABAH BRADY: Actually, they were and are still a large 
percentage of guns with crimes, but it has gone down m 
this last year and a half, since the last year. 
LABRY KlNGi Since the Brady bill, theŷ ê gone down, 
SARAH BRADY: WeU, and since the ban on assault 
weapons Sioce the ban on asaauit weapons the number— 
especially in Chicago. I think it was down by 28 percent 
LARKY KING; WaU, then why cant you just aay "Xetrs 
not make a big deal, thay were going tiirough the motions 
to fulfill a promiae to a heavy lobby." . T v 
SARAH RRADY: Actually it was aU poUtical and I thinit 
lhaf s pretty muda the case-
LABBY KING: Do you think you are ever going to aee as­
sault weapons sold again. Jim? 
JAMES BRAPT: Z hope not. 
LABBY KING: You're not sure? 
JAMBS BBADY: In— in my heart, I'm sure. But— 

ITITdoiaeSc disputes, gun violence is every day. 
LABBY KING: laie Second argument holds no weight 
with you, Jim? , . , 
JAMES BBADY: No, not on this where— 
LABBY KING: Second Amendment— 
JAMES BRADY: No. , ... 
LABBY KING: —the Second Amendment doeant move 
youataU? _^ . ^ 
JAMES BBADY: In one word — fraud. 
SARAH BBADY: Ic is a fraud on tiie Amencan people, i 
mean, tiie courts - time after time after time have upheld 
eun contiiil measures. 
LABRY KING: Of course, witii a strict interpreution you 
could have an atomic bomb. 
SABAH BBADY: ExacUy- I mean, what are we going to 
do? Rodwt launchers— _ , 
LABRY KING: We wiU be right back with Jim and Sarah 
Brady they head flie Handgun Control Inc., tiiat organwa-
tionby the way is listed in your 800 numbers if you would 
hke to help them. 

And, When we come hack, we wiU take your phone calls 
and then we wiU meet WiUiam Brati;on tbe outgomg pohce 
commissioner of New York we wfll get his thoughts on this, 
too. 

Dont go swey. 
[Commenial hreak] 
LABBY KING: We're back with Jim and Sarah Brady, of 
Handgun Control Inc., we're going to take some of your 
phone calls and then WiUiam Bratton-

Jim, rd be remiss in not asking you how you feel, i 
know that you had a cardiac problem durmg a dental 
esam. How's—how are you doing? 
JAMES BRADY; WeU, Itn staying away from dentists, 
lef 8 put it that way. , , 
LARBYKING: The dentist caused this. Wbats—whats 
the situation? , T> « 
JAMES BBADY: WeU. I dont know, I— m not sure 
what caused it I think fear may have bad something te do 
with it. 
LARKY KING: Sarah, what happened? 
SABAH BBADY: ActuaUy, he had a blood infection. A 
Btrep infadion ef tixe blood, which kind of causes hisheart 
to weaken a Utfle bit but he has no heart damage from it 
and he's fine. 
LABRY KING: So we dont have to worry? 
SARAH BRADY: A thinner bear. 
LABBY KING: Yeah, he looks good. 
SABAH fSBADY: And we're happy al«Jttt this. 
JAMES BBADY: A meaner, thinner bear. 
LABBTKING: Idaho Falls, Idaho. Hello? 
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LARBYKING: All right— 

M a r c b 2 7 , ^ S o N P B B E S : Wiflitiie Syriana-

Sbimon Peres ™?^J^e F^Ss m^S S ^^r""^ 
^ . ruption, because ine ^ r w ^ thev did not-cndcmn the 

- r • . -,7 MVS he kiUs for his land -—egn. with terror. You know, they mo now .1 
* A«sv KING' fvotcs-OfiCrj He says ne itui.» *«* * concern WILH „oTf;«T>ate m the Shumi ei-

on where he country goes from here. ™ ' , . ^ ^ a r and uay the whole cost. 
oa w » j „_i_a4. ajuwTilt weapons, and a aucceea cluaona or terror anopaj Pnme Minister 
Sarah Brady fign* esamsT̂  a'-T" '̂- . A L * TJVPTl Com- ^Mmrrsms t i ' Are VOU satisfied, WT- mme 

umtttmig of untold d.m«i. . A»d " I ^ S T . " u ^ ^ T ^ . ^ 7 r H . wont do i t " 

SmMON riSlMiB. .^^r^ '"~T^ ' „ w Umea are still ;;.^that the only way to pwvent him from camg BO, LB 
in fl transitional penod. lou know, tne oiu vuu« g^i^ uiai.uie omj - ^ - j ^„- , n-v for this act of 

SHMON PEBJiS: With the Pal«atinian» we have to start 
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next week about attack weapomr, ^ ™ 
JST^ba eanouncad yesterday, tiiat he is «»8»f; f 
hce commissioner ofthe City ef New York. NewtGmgnch 
^ hast thia show on Friday night with some very s u r ^ -
ine eueats And one week from tonight, back from her tnp. 
tha Juast ̂  ba Rrot Lady Hillary Rndham Cbnton. 

Ws will be right back. 
[Co/mmtrdal break} 

LARKY KING: We're back with the PHme Minister of Is­
rael Shimon Peres, at our studios at our Jerusalem loca­
tion! Mr. Prime Minister the elections are COB^B May 
29th? 
SHIMON PERES: Right. A ^^^i-
LARBYKING: It looked like you were way ahead, now it 
ja regarded aa doss«. Do you think it is going to be very 

SHOION r j a i E S : Yes, I think the country or the paople 
are rather divided almost equally. But tiiis time we are 
going to have a double vote— 
LARBYKING: What do you mean? 
SHIMON PEB£5; —and then the Pnme Muuater of U-

will be elected in direct elections for the first time m 
our history. And then there will be a vote for a d.ffarant 

U B R Y KING: So you are going to r\ui like th«y do in the 
United States, then? ^ . 
SHIMON PERES: Yes, but we ShaU nothavs a president. 
It shall be sort of having sort of a presidential system and 
partiy a parUamentaiy system, ifs quite comphcated. 
l i m S Y DNG: la that- is that idea better fbr you to tun 
head to head with Mr. Netanyahu? 
SHIMON PERES: Well. I would hke to have a larger sort 
of refbxm. namely, that the members of the P w l i ^ ^ ^ 
would also be elected in districts and not jttst on a nabcnal 

list. . . n 
LARBYKING: Do you expect to wm? 
SHIMON FERES: Yes. , . .̂ v 
LARKY KING: Would you— would you agree that the 
Hamas attacks, and the like, and tiie other recent occur­
rences have hurt you badly? 
SHIMON PERES: Yea. I agree. 
LARBYKING: How do you overcome it̂  
SHIMON PERES: And for tiiat— and for tiiat reason I 
wouldn't Ruggeat tiiat the Hamas will decide our elections. 
I hope our people WiU do so. 
LAHHY KING: But they could couldn't they? 
SHIMON PERES: You aee- Yes, they certainly have an 
oSact But tHa, too, is not a simple story. Because if the 
people in Israel would be asked what wiU happen if wa 
should have an exploKion during the electoral penod of 
time many of them would say 'WeU, tiien you wJl lose 
completely the riertiows' And then look, we have had one, 
two three, foor explosiona - one after another. Very pain. 
fuLvety eomplicRtad. And the nation was shocked with 
the many people tiiat were kiUed end wounded. In spite t j 

that shows also tiiat tiie Hamas has— has a hmlted way of 
affftcting our elections. The people are stronfer than the 

I ^ C Y KING: Do you tiiink tiie Hamas wants the elec­
tion of Mr. Netanyahu? ^-L^tj^^ 
SHIMON PEEES: WeU, it wiU be unfair whatever 
Question- whichever answer I ahsU I provide. 1 do beheve 
Siat the Hamas is very much interested to stop the peace 
process, to topple down tiie government tiiat is for it. i 
S S ^ i n k ti«y were for Netenyahu, but they were clearly 

3 I H R Y * ^ G : Are you certain that Mr. Netanyahu wiU 
tum that page back or that maybe he won't? . , , , 
SmMON PERES: WeU. I am a Uttle bit womed about 
their announced pohcy of settlements. 1 do beUeye if more 
settiements should be put on tiie West Bank tins may ei-
ther bring an end or at least interrupt the peace process. 
LABBY KING- Ws wiU take a break and when wa come 
back we are going to take some phone caUs for t ^ e Min-
iflter Shimon Peres of Israel and tiien we are gomg to meet 
tiie Brady's, Jim and Sarah, and then Wllham Bratton the 
outgfting pohce eommiasioner of the City of New York-

ThiTisLvTy Ming Live, back in Washington, Tomorrow 
night we bead to New York where Sotiiehy's very soon now. 
w ¥ b e auctioning off aU of Jackie Onassis' private thmgs 
and th«r* a™ going to be many of tiiem. and wete gomg to 
Bhow you many of them tomorrow night m New York. 

Wo will be right back. 
[Commercial break} 

LABBY KING: You're watching the world's only life talk 
preMotetion tiiat includes phorp. calls, no better example 
of it tiian to have the Prime Minister of Israel as our guest 
and the eallcTftom Manchester, England. HeUo? 
1st CALLER. [Manchester. England]: Yes, good mommg, 
Prime Minister Peres. 
SHIMON PERES: Goodmoniing. 
1st CAU£il: Beeently, within the last few days there 
has been coverage, media coverage of tiie terrorists mvolv-
IBH nudear and biological weapons and you havP AIRO 
stoted tiiat towards the end of tills cantuiy there could be 
an -us or them situation.' Would you like to elaborata on 
this and hopefully what solutions you have for tiiis prob­
lem on a worldwide scale. . . . A J 
SHIMON FERES: Well, you know, we have tins flmda-
mentahaic movement which ie an oetreme ucsUgioua un­
dertaking, and tiiey use terror, and deatii and lies for ter­
ror if they want to. to epreiid their eril mooda. Well, that 
is not new in history. There were many evU movements 
before thia. But this is liw fiis*t tLtue that thia aort of a 
movement can acquire a nuclear capacity and that can 
reaUy become a real catastrophe. At the head of tUs move­
ment ycu have Iran, tiie Iranian govemment and maybe 
before tiie end of tiiis century they can get hold yf a nudear 
capadty. Imagine for example would HiUer have had a 
nudear capacity, what a catastrophe It could hav« been foi 
the rest of ttS. And I tiunk we have to do whatever we can 
to prevent this marriage between such a miliunt moŵ -
ment with ttlB Terrible weapon. 
L A B B T S I N G : Bofialo, Nww York, HeUo? 
2nd CALLER, [Buffalo. New York]: HeUo, Larry. 





THE ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

IS THE BAN WORKING? 

Yes. On September 14, 1994, domestic gun manufacturers stopped production of semi-automatic assault 
weapons and ammunition clips holding more than ten rounds. Imports of assault weapons not already banned 
by Presidents Bush and Clinton were also halted. 

While assault weapons and ammunition clips holding more than 10 rounds produced prior to September 
14, 1994 can still be sold, the price of those "grandfathered" weapons has risen dramatically. The wholesale 
price of assault rifles has nearly tripled; retail prices in some instances are now over $2,000. Assault pistol 
prices have nearly doubled and the prices of several popular ammunition clips have quadrupled. 

WILL THE BAN REDUCE THE USE OF ASSAULT WEAPONS IN CRIME? 

Yes. In 1989, after President Bush stopped the importation of assault rifles, the number of imported 
assault rifles traced to crime dropped by 45 percent the following year. Given a chance to work, the ban on 
the domestic production of assault weapons will have a similar impact. As more and more assault weapons 
are confiscated from crime scenes and the price of replacement weapons soars, fewer and fewer criminals and 
juveniles will access to these deadly killing machines. And, in fact, there are signs that the use of assault 
weapons in crime is declining. 

Gun traces are one of the best measures of gun usage in crime. About one out of ten guns used in crime 
are traced by police. During the late 1980's, assault weapons accounted for about 8-10 percent of all guns 
traced by law enforcement, even though assault weapons accounted for only about 1 percent of the guns in 
private hands. 

The number of assault weapon traces initiated in the first eight months of 1995 dropped from 1994 
levels. There were 510-18.4 percent-fewer assault weapons traced to crime in the first eight months of 1995 
than were traced during the same period in 1994. According to tracing information collected by the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), assault weapon traces, as a percentage of all gun traces, fell for the 
second year in a row, from 5.0 percent in 1994 to 4.3 percent in 1995. 

In addition to the national tracing data, the decline in assault weapon usage is also showing up in the 
number of weapons being recovered by police. The City of Chicago seized 127 assault weapons in the first 
six months of this year, a decline in absolute numbers of 48.6 percent from the first six months of 1994 and a 
decline of 28.6 percent as a percentage of all recoveries. In Maryland, which passed a ban on assault pistols 
last year, a study by the Center to Prevent Handgun Violence found that the number of assault pistols 
recovered by police in the first six months of 1995 fell by 48 percent from the first six months of 1994. 
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Despite these encouraging trends, assault weapons still pose a major danger to Americans, particularly law 
enforcement officers. A-reeent study by Handgun Control, Inc. analyzed 122 fatal law enforcement shootings 
between January 1, 1994 and September 30, 1995. The study found that at least, 13 percent of the officers 
were shot with assault weapons. Of the 93 cases where the gun could actually be identified assault weapons 
accounted for an even higher percentage-17.4 percent~of fatal shootings. In another 18.5 percent of the 
shootings where the gun was identified, the gun contained a large capacity magazine of more than 10 rounds. 
As one leading law enforcement executive put it, the weapons banned by the 1994 law are nothing more than 
"cop killer guns." 

DOES THE NEW LAW BAN ALL SEMI-AUTOMATIC GUNS? 

No. Only semi-automatic guns with multiple assault weapon features are banned. Traditional guns 
designed for use in hunting and recreational activities are not affected. 

HOW MANY ASSAULT WEAPONS ARE BANNED UNDER THE NEW LAW? 

The exact number of weapons which will be banned from further manufacture under the assault weapons 
provision of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, which just passed the Senate and 
House of Representatives, is not known. The bill bans, by name, the manufacmre of 19 different weapons: 

* Norinco, Mitchell, and Poly Technologies Avtomat Kalashnikovs (all models): 
* Action Arms Israeli Military Industries UZI and Galil; 
* Beretta Ar70 (SC-70); 
* Colt AR-15; 
* Fabrique National FN/FAL, FN/LAR, and FNC; 
* SWD M-10; M-11; M-11/9, and M-12; 
* Steyr AUG; 
* INTRATEC TEC-9, TEC-DC9, AND TEC-22; 
* revolving cylinder shotguns such as (or similar to) the Street Sweeper and Striker 12. 

The bill also bans "copies" or "duplicates" of any of those weapons. Prior to the 1994 ban, several 
copies of these 19 guns were being manufactured. The failure to include a ban of these "copies" or 
"duplicates" would have opened the door for widespread evasion of the ban. 

The 1994 law also prohibits manufacturers from producing firearms with more than one of the following 
assault weapon features: 

RIFLES 
Folding/Telescoping Stock 

Protruding Pistol Grip 
Bayonet Mount 

Threaded Muzzle or Flash Suppressor 
Grenade Launcher 
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PISTOLS 
Magazine Outside Grip 

Threaded Muzzle 
Barrel Shroud 

Unloaded Weight of 50 ounces or more 
Semi-Automatic Version of a Fully Automatic Weapon 

SHOTGUNS 
Folding/Telescoping Stock 

Protruding Pistol Grip 
Detachable Magazine Capacity 

Fixed Magazine Capacity Greater than 5 Rounds 

DOES THE LAW REQUIRE THE CONFISCATION OF ASSAULT WEAPONS THAT WERE LAWFULLY 
POSSESSED PRIOR TO THE DATE OF ENACTMENT? 

No. The law bans the future manufacture and importation of assault weapons-existing weapons are 
grandfathered. Assault weapons lawfully possessed prior to the bill's effective date may be retained, sold or 
transferred to anyone who is legally entitled to own a firearm. 

DO GRANDFATHERED WEAPONS HAVE TO BE REGISTERED WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT? 

No. There is no requirement that grandfathered weapons be registered. Nor are there any record 
keeping requirements. 

ALTHOUGH AIMED AT RESTRICTING ASSAULT WEAPONS, DOES THIS LAW AFFECT 
TRADITIONAL HUNTING RIFLES AND SHOTGUNS? 

No. The definition of assault weapon is tightly drawn. Only weapons with multiple assault weapon 
features are banned. To alleviate concerns that hunting weapons somehow might be affected, the law provides 
specific protection to 670 hunting rifles and shotguns that are presently being manufactured. The list, 
however, is not exhaustive. A gun does not have to be on the list in order to be protected. Again, the only 
weapons that are prohibited are those with multiple assault weapon features. 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN AUTOMATIC AND A SEMI-AUTOMATIC WEAPON? 

An automatic weapon (machine gun) will continue to fire as long as the trigger is depressed (or until the 
ammunition magazine is emptied). A semi-automatic weapon will fire one round and instantly load the next 
round with each pull of the trigger. This means that a semi-automatic fires a little more slowly than an 
automatic, but not much more slowly. When San Jose police test-fired an UZI, a 30-round magazine was 
emptied in slightly less than two seconds on full automatic while the same magazine was emptied in just five 
seconds on semi-automatic. The manufacture of machine guns (fully automatic firearms) was halted in 1986, 
but semi-automatic versions of those same guns are still being produced. 
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HOW IS IT POSSIBLE TO DISTINGUISH SEMI-AUTOMATIC HUNTING RIFLES FROM SEMI­
AUTOMATIC ASSAULT WEAPONS? 

Sporting rifles and assault weapons are two distinct classes of firearms. While semi-automatic hunting 
rifles are designed to be fired from the shoulder and depend upon the accuracy of a precisely aimed projectile, 
semi-automatic assault weapons are designed to maximize lethal effects through a rapid rate of fire. Assault 
weapons are designed to be spray-fired from the hip, and because of their design, a shooter can maintain 
control of the weapon even while firing many rounds in rapid succession. 

Because assault weapons were designed for military purposes, assault weapons are equipped with 
"combat hardware," such as silencers, folding stocks and bayonets, which are not found on sporting guns. 
While opponents of the new law restricting semi-automatic assault weapons argued that such weapons only 
"look scary," there is a good reason why these features on assault weapons should frighten the public. 
Assault weapons are commonly equipped with some or all of the following combat hardware: 

* Large-capacity ammunition magazine, enabling the shooter to continuously fire dozens of rounds 
without reloading. Standard hunting rifles are equipped with no more than 3 or 4-shot 
magazines. 

* Folding stock on a rifle or shotgun, which sacrifices accuracy for advantages such as 
concealability and mobility in close combat. 

* Pistol grip on a rifle or shotgun, which facilitates firing from the hip, allowing the shooter to 
spray-fire the weapon. A pistol grip also helps stabilize the firearm during rapid fire. 

* Barrel shroud which is designed to cool the barrel so the firearm can shoot many rounds in rapid 
succession without overheating. It also allows the shooter to grasp the barrel area, without 
incurring serious burns, during rapid fire. 

* Threaded barrel designed to accommodate a flash suppressor, which serves no useful sporting 
purpose. The flash suppressor allows the shooter to remain concealed when shooting at night, 
an advantage in combat but unnecessary for hunting or sporting purposes. In addition, the 
flash suppressor is useful in preventing barrel climb during rapid fire, helping the shooter 
maintain control of the firearm. 

* Threaded barrel designed to accommodate a silencer, which is useful to assassins but has no 
purpose for sportsmen. 

* Barrel mount designed to accommodate a bayonet, which obviously serves no sporting purpose. 



THE GUN LOBBY SAYS THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A SEMI-AUTOMATIC ASSAULT WEAPON. 

The gun industry itself says differently. In 1986, Gun Digest, considered by many to be the Bible of the 
gun industry, first published a book entitled. The Gun Digest Book of Assault Weapons. Here is what they 
had to say about a few of the weapons they test-fired for their second edition: 

"The Cobray Mil/Nine bears a striking resemblance to the Ingram M i l submachine gun, because it is 
basically the same gun. Current manufacture is made in semi-auto." 

"[The Spectre], now being produced by F.I.E., is a semi-automatic clone of the Spectre submachine gun 
that is being manufactured in Italy. . . .If you can't have the steak, you can still have the sizzle." 

WHAT TYPE OF GUN WAS USED IN THE STOCKTON SCHOOLYARD MASSACRE? 

On January 17, 1989, Patrick Purdy killed 5 small children, and wounded 29 others and 1 teacher at the 
Cleveland Elementary School in Stockton, California, using a semi-automatic version of the AK-47 assault 
rifle imported from the People's Republic of China. That weapon had been purchased from a gun dealer in 
Oregon and was equipped with a 75-round "drum" magazine. Purdy shot 106 rounds in less than 2 minutes. 

WHAT TYPE OF GUN WAS USED IN THE SAN FRANCISCO PETTIT & MARTIN SHOOTINGS? 

On July 1, 1993, gunman Gian Luigi Ferri killed 8 people and wounded 6 others at the San Francisco 
law offices of Pettit & Martin, using two TEC-DC9 assault pistols with 50-round magazines. These weapons 
had been purchased from a gun dealer in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

WHAT TYPE OF GUN WAS USED IN THE CIA SHOOTINGS? 

On January 25, 1993, Pakistani national Mir Aimal Kansi allegedly killed 2 CIA employees and 
wounded 3 others with a Chinese-made semi-automatic AK-47 assault rifle equipped with a 30-round 
magazine, purchased from a Northem Virginia gun store. 

WHAT TYPE OF GUNS WERE USED BY THE BRANCH-DAVIDIAN CULT IN WACO? 

On February 28, 1993, while attempting to serve federal search and arrest warrants at the Branch-
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, 4 ATF special agents were killed and 16 others were wounded with an 
arsenal of assault weapons. According to a federal affidavit, the cult had at least the following assault 
weapons: 123 AR-15s, 44 AK-47s, 2 Barrett .50 calibers, 2 Street Sweepers, an unknown number of MAC-
10 and MAC-lis, 20 lOO-round drum magazines, and 260 large-capacity banana clips. The weapons were 
bought legally from gun dealers and at gun shows. 
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HOW MANY SEMI-AUTOMATIC ASSAULT WEAPONS ARE THERE IN THE U.S. ? 

There are between one and two million semi-automatic assault weapons currently in circulation. At least 
167,849 were imported into the United States in 1986-87. 

WHAT ACTION DID THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION TAKE ON IMPORTED ASSAULT WEAPONS? 

Under the 1968 Gun Control Act, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) is empowered to 
prevent the importation of guns which are not "particularly suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting 
purposes." In 1989, President Bush permanently banned the importation of 43 types of semi-automatic assault 
weapons which were determined not to have a sporting purpose. 

WHY BAN THE DOMESTIC PRODUCTION OF ASSAULT WEAPONS NOT PRESENTLY PRODUCED 
IN THIS COUNTRY? 

If we do not prohibit domestic production, American manufacturers will copy the design of previously 
imported assault weapons. After ATF outlawed the importation of a South African riot-control shotgun called 
the Striker-12 in 1986, American manufacturers subsequently marketed copies of the Striker-12, boasting that 
it was barred from importation. The same thing occurred with the USAS-12 assault shotgun, previously made 
in South Korea. 

DO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS SUPPORT THE BAN ON ASSAULT WEAPONS? 

Every major national law enforcement organization in the country supports a ban on semi-automatic 
assault weapons, including the Fraternal Order of Police, the National Sheriffs' Association, the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police, and the National Association of Police Organizations. 

WHY WAS THE BAN STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY POLICE? 

While there is no reporting requirement on assault weapon incidents, police across America reported that 
semi-automatic assault weapons had become the "weapons of choice" for drug traffickers, street gangs and 
paramilitary extremist groups. A 1991 survey of 835 inmates in four states by Joseph Sheley and James D. 
Wright found that 35% of the inmates reported owning a "military style automatic or semi-automatic rifle,' 
and 53% of gang affiliated inmates reported owning a "military style" weapon. ATF data reveals that 
although semi-automatic assault weapons comprise less than 1 % of the privately-owned guns in America, they 
accounted for 8.4% of all firearms traced to crime during 1988-91. During 1986-91, 20,526 assault weapons 
were traced to crimes, and of those, 1,349 were specifically traced to murders in the United States and 4,031 
were linked to drug traffickers. Since only about 10% of all gun crimes result in firearms traces, assault 
weapons were probably used in ten times as many crimes as these. 

DOES THE BAN ON ASSAULT WEAPONS AFFECT THE USE OF THESE WEAPONS BY THE 
MILITARY OR POLICE? 

No. Assault weapons may be legally produced for use by law enforcement agencies or the military. 
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DOES THE LAW BAN THE MANUFACTURE OR HIGH CAPACITY MAGAZINES FOR CIVILIAN 
USE? 

Yes. After the date of enactment, manufacturers are prohibited from producing for civilian use 
magazines or ammunition feeding devices capable of holding more than ten rounds. Manufacturers may 
continue to produce high capacity magazines for use by the military or law enforcement, but such magazines 
must have an identifying serial number. 

DOES THE LAW BAN THE POSSESSION OF HIGH-CAPACITY MAGAZINES PRODUCED PRIOR TO 
THE DATE OF ENACTMENT? 

No. High-capacity magazines made before the date of enactment may be lawfully possessed, sold or 
transferred. 

WHO HAS THE BURDEN OF PROVING THAT A HIGH-CAPACITY MAGAZINE WAS NOT 
PRODUCED PRIOR TO THE DATE OF ENACTMENT? 

In cases where an individual is charged with the illegal possession of a high-capacity magazine produced 
after the date of enactment, the government must prove that the magazine was produced after the date of 
enactment. 

Updated 2/96 



President Clinton w i l l fight to protect the assault weapons ban 
March 21, 1996 

" I t would be deeply wrong for Congress to repeal t h i s assault 
weapons ban and take the side of the Washington gun lobby over 
the interests of the law-enforcement people of t h i s country and 
the law-abiding citizens of t h i s country." 

- President Clinton, March 21, 1996 

Choose kids and cops over the Washington gun lobby. Too many 
police o f f i c e r s have lo s t t h e i r l i v e s outgunned by vi o l e n t 
criminals armed with assault weapons. Too many children have 
been k i l l e d by vi o l e n t criminals spraying a ra i n of b u l l e t s from 
assault weapons. The bottom l i n e i s simple: W i l l America stand 
with the police o f f i c e r s who r i s k t h e i r l i v e s for us, or w i l l we 
cave i n to the pressure t a c t i c s of the Washingon gun lobby? 

The assault weapons ban i s working. The assault weapons ban i s 
taking 19 deadly assault weapons and t h e i r copies o f f our 
streets. Before the ban, the number of assault weapons involved 
i n crimes was r i s i n g steadily. But i n j u s t the f i r s t year since 
the ban took e f f e c t , the number of assault weapons traced to 
crimes has dropped eighteen percent. (ATF) 

Make no mistake about i t : these are weapons of war. Assault 
weapons are the weapons of choice for gang leaders and drug 
dealers. They are designed for one reason only: close-quarter, 
r a p i d - f i r e k i l l i n g . 

Protects the r i g h t s of hunters and sportsmen. The assault 
weapons ban e x p l i c i t l y protects the righ t s of hunters and target 
shooters to enjoy t h e i r sport. For the f i r s t time ever, the ban 
s p e c i f i c a l l y exempts over 650 hunting and recreational guns. No 
law-abiding hunter w i l l have his gun taken away. 

America's police officers asked for the assault weapons ban. 
Every single major law enforcement organization.in the country 
fought for the ban, including: 

National Association of Police Organizations 
Fraternal Order of Police 
International Union of Police Associations 
National Sheriffs Association 
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association 
National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives 
National Narcotic Officers Associations Coalition 
International Brotherhood of Police Officers 
Major Cities Chiefs 
Police Foundation 

As long as B i l l Clinton i s President, the assault weapons ban 
w i l l be the law of the land. The President c a l l s on the 
Republican Congressional leadership to reconsider t h e i r decision 
to vote on a repeal. The President has vowed to veto any b i l l 
that repeals the assault weapons ban. 
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MAKING OUR COMMUNITIES AND SCHOOLS SAFER 

"At last we have begun to find a way to reduce crime, forming community 
partnerships with local police forces to catch criminals and prevent crime. 
This strategy, called community policing, is clearly working. Violent crime is 
coming down all across America... Let's stick with a strategy that is working, 
and keep the crime rate coming down." 

President Clinton 
State of the Union Address 
January 23, 1996 

Over the past three years, the Clinton Administration has made tremendous progress in bringing 
crime and drug abuse under control. The violent crime and murder rates across the country are 
falling, thousands of criminals have been prevented from buying guns, and more police are on 
the street. We must continue to move forward. For while overall crime rates are decreasing, we 
are witnessing more crime committed by juveniles. President Clinton is committed to stopping 
any attempts to roll back the progress we have made in reducing crime and will continue in his 
efforts to put more cops on the street and take guns, drugs, and gangs off the streets. 

A RECORD OF ACCOMPLISHMENT; 

• Broke six years of Congressional gridlock by signing the toughest and smartest Crime 
Bill ever with bipartisan support and endorsements from every major law enforcement 
organization. This historic legislation: 
• Created the COPS program, which is putting 100,000 new community police 

officers in cities, towns, and rural areas. 
• Banned 19 of the deadliest assault weapons and their copies, but specifically 

protected more than 650 legitimate sporting weapons. 
• Provided the death penalty for drug kingpins, murderers of law enforcement 

officers and nearly 60 additional categories of violent felons. 
• Increased penalties for sex ofTenders and imposed a registration requirement for 

violent sexual offenders. 
• Included the Violence Against Women Act; the first national effort to reduce 

violence against women ever. The Act tripled funding for battered women's 
shelters, and has already provided S26 million in state grants to bolster law 
enforcement, prosecution and victims services. 

• Created a nationwide 24-hour Domestic Violence Hotline that provides 
immediate crisis intervention, counseling and referrals. 

• Targeted career violent offenders with a "Three Strikes and You're Out" policy 
that keeps them behind bars for life. 

• Provided $7.9 billion in funding for more prison cells to help states ensure that 
violent offenders serve their full sentences. 

• Created the Community Schools Program, which promotes constructive 
altematives for young people after school, in the evening, on weekends and during 
the summer to prevent involvement in and the victimization by crime. 





Departinent of Treasury 
Felons Denied Access to Handguns by Brady Law 

March 1994 - December 1995 

Prepared by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
January 18, 1996 

The FBI's criminal history daUbasc, the Interstate Identification Index (also known as 
"III"), provides an accounting of the number of queries of the daubase made by law 
enforcement authorities in connection with handgun transactions. 

During the period 3/1/94 through 12/31/94 there were approximately 1,489,852 
queries made in Brady states'. The average number of positive responses for the 
period was 10% or a toul of 148,710 "hits" that indicated a potential denial of access to 
handguns. Historical daU available to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
at that time indicated that 2.5% of the total queries' would result in disabling hits, or 
a total of 37,246 denied purchases. 

Based on information provided to the FBI by SUte and local agencies, during the 
period 1/1/95 through 12/31/95, there were approximately 1,656,755 firearms queries 
made in Brady states. The average number of positive responses for the period was 
16% or a total of 263,480 "hits" that indicated a potential denial of access to handguns. 
The various sutes with firearms purchaser screening programs now indicate that 1'2% 
of toul querieŝ  will result in disabling hits, or a total of 24,851 individuals denied 
access to handguns. (This figure uses the conservative estimate of 1.5%). 

DaU has not been captured to deuil each of the various types of disabilities. 
However, based on the February 28, 1995, study One-Year Proyress Report; Brady 
Handgun Violence Prevention Act, prepared by the Department of Treasury, we can 
make ceruin estimates. In that study of 30 reporting law enforcement jurisdictions, it 
was determined that 6,121 persons were barred from obuining handguns due to 
Federal disabilities. Of that number, 4,365 (or 71.3%) were convicted felons. 

Using this dau, we can sute that: 

- From March 1, 1994 to December 31, 1994, 26,556 felons were denied access to 
handguns by Brady. 10,473 persons were denied for other Federal disabilities. 

- From January 1, 1995 to December 31, 1995, 17,718 felons were denied access to 
handguns by Brady. 6,988 persons were denied for other Federal disabilities. 

- This is a toul of 44,274 felons denied access to handguns by Brady checks since 
March I, 1994. 17,461 persons were denied for other Federal disabilities. 
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'At the time of the study captioned above, there were 27 states covered by the Brady 
law. Other sUtes had qualified as alternate states. As of 12/31/95 there were 25 
Brady sUtes. North Carolina and Georgia became Brady-alternate states in December, 
1995. (Information regarding firearms queries provided by FBI). 

T̂he 2.5% rate was based on hits that ultimately resulted in Federal firearms 
disabilities. This figure is based on actiul experience of sutes that had recently 
implemented firearms background screening programs. After those programs had 
been in place for a period of time, sUtes experience a 1-2% denial rate. 
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ADDENDUM 

During the period 3/1/94 to 12/31/94, there were a toUl of 3,627,727 firearms 
transaction queries made of the 'HI* Criminal Daubase. This includes ALL states -
both Brady and non-Brady. Using the 2.5% rate of handgun purchasers who would 
ultimately be disqualified from receiving a firearm under Federal law (the percenuge 
appropriate to that period of time), we can project: 

- 90,963 persons would be denied access to a handgun as a result of the background 
checks during that period. 

- 64,664 persons so denied arc projected to be conviaed felons (using percentage dau 
from the One-Year Progress Report on the percenUge of felons denied). 

During the period 1/1/95 to 12/31/95, there were 4,040,867 queries made of the 'III' 
Criminal Database. This again included all sUtes - both Brady and non-Brady. Using 
the 1-2% rate of handgun purchasers who would ultimately be disqualified from 
receiving a firearm under Federal law (the percentage most accurate after firearms 
purchaser background screening programs have been operating for a length of time), 
we can project: 

- 60,613 persons would be denied access to a handgun as a result of the background 
checks during that period. 

- 43,217 persons so denied are projected to be convicted felons (using percentage daU 
from the One»Year Progress Report on the percenUge of felons denied). 

During the period of March 1, 1994 through December 31, 1995, a projected toUl of 
107,881 felons were denied access to handguns as a result of criminal background 
checks conducted by ALL sutes on potential handgun purchasers. 
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ON SECOND ANNIVERSARY, RUBIN AND RENO HAIL BRADY ACTS SUCCESS 
LIMITING ILLEGAL HANDGUN SALES AND FIGHTING CRIME 

More than 60,000 Felons, Fugitives and Others Denied Handguns 

Two years after the Brady Act took effect, Attorney General Janet Reno and Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin said that it was working the way it should and warned against any efforts to 
repeal it. 

The Treasury Department estimates that the Act has stopped more than 60,000 felons, 
fugitives and other prohibited purchasers from buying handguns over the counter during the last two 
years. 

The Act and other crime-fighting measures, say Rubin and Reno, helped reduce national 
violent crime rates by four percent in 1994 and another 5 percent in the first half of 1995. Firearms 
were used in six percent fewer assaults in 1994 than in 1993. 

When signed into law by President Clinton in November 1993, the Brady Act ~ named for 
Jim Brady, the former press secretary to President Ronald Reagan seriously injured in a 1981 
assassination attempt - established a waiting period of up to five business days, affording local law 
enforcement authorities a chance to determine if sales are prohibited by law. 

"Each month the Brady Act is preventing nearly 2,500 criminals from buying guns while 
permitting law-abiding citizens to do so," said Rubin. "Gun dealers and their customers have now 
had time to adjust to the simple Brady background form as a necessary means of denying guns to 
criminally dangerous individuals." 

Reno added, "Brady law checks are also helping local police identify and arrest gun-buying 
criminals, often on other serious charges. The Brady checks have helped law enforcement arrest 
murderers, drug dealers, wife-beaters and other criminals." 

Brady Act Success 
Just this month, for example, a Brady check helped the Wichita County Sheriff stop a 

RR-902 (more) 
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handgun sale to a man who had battered and threatened to kill his ex-wife and children He was 
under a restraining order. 

Another Brady check in October 1995 helped ATF agents apprehend a convicted murderer as 
he tried to buy three handguns in Dekalb County, Georgia. Before the Brady Act, he had purchased 
at least eight other guns without being challenged. He has since been convicted of violating federal 
tirearms laws and awaits a prison sentence of up to ten years. 

And last April, a Brady check helped ATF agents and local police apprehend a convicted 
heroin dealer and fugitive tiying to buy a gun in Blair County, Pennsylvania. Prior to Brady he had 
purchased at least seven other guns without challenge and traded them to support his crack cocaine 
aaoiction. He is now serving two years in prison on various charges. 

Other leading law enforcement officials also expressed their support for the Act. 

"It is clear on this second anniversary of the Brady Act that the waiting period has prevented 
thousands of criminals from obtaining firearms and has saved lives," said Gilbert G Gallegos 
National President of the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). "Members of the FOP continue 'to be 
B^ady^Act cooperation between the ATF and local law enforcement in implementing the 

r A.^n Association of Chiefs of Police (L\CP) President David Walchak noted "The 
lACP strongly pushed for Congress to pass legislation allowing for a five-day waiting period'to 
conduct thorough background checks on all prospective handgun purchasers. The lACP continues to 
strongly support the Brady Act." v.uiuuiucb lu 

Reno also pointed to the Act's other benefits. 'The Brady Act has been a catalyst for 
^ Z T r r " " " '1 ^"^^'^^'^"g the nation's criminal histoiy records, helping prepare for 21st century 
crime fighting. In the last two years the Justice Department has made more than $130 million 
available to states and worked with localities to help them automate their criminal histoiy records -

'cZfTTT^-^' i ^ ' V ' ^ ' ^ "^^'"^^^^' ^""^"^'^ ^^"^^^^ ^hild molesters, and help child-care facilities and nursing homes screen potential employees." 

How It Works 

Federal law prohibits possession of a handgun by a variety of persons: convicted felons 
fugitives from justice, persons under indictment, persons subject to restraining orders for alleged 
domestic violence, illegal drug users, persons who have been adjudicated "mentally defective" or 
committed to mental institutions, persons who have renounced their U.S. citizenship, persons 
dishonorably discharged from the military, illegal aliens and, generally, persons under 18 years of 
age. 

• f Brady Act requires prospective handgun purchasers to complete a background form that 
IS forwarded to the chief law enforcement officer (CLEO) where the applicant resides Law 
entorcement then has up to five business days to check the applicant's record and advise the gun 
dealer as to whether or not the purchase is legal. However, a CLEO can approve a legal gun sale in 
fewer than five business days. And if the dealer receives no response by law enforcement in five 
days, a sale can go forward. 

30-
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FIREAKMS TRACED FOR THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER FOR YEARS 1992-1993, 1993-1994,1994-1995. 

TTME PERIOD Total Firearms. Assault Weapons 
Traced 

9/92-9/93 51,614 3,328(6.4%*) 

9/93-9/94 76J63 ^ ^ 9 ( 5 ^ ,^9, 

9/94-9/95 80,455 3,504 (4.3%^ 

*** PERCENTAGES ARE OF THE TOTAL FIREARMS TRACED 

• 

TOTAL R.o; 



Important Points about the COPS Program 

• As of July 10,1996, over 44,000 officers, serving 87% of the American public, had 
been authorized by COPS. Furthermore, the COPS Office has outstanding requests 
from more than 4,000 law enforcement agencies for over 20,000 additional 
community policing officers. 

• COPS funds small towns and rural areas; half ofall COPS funding goes to agencies 
serving jurisdictions of under 150,000. 

• COPS is non-bureaucratic and provides streamlined application processes, allowing 
the funding to quickly flow directly to police, sheriffs, and state police agencies. 

• COPS has funded not only the hiring of officers, but also the purchase of equipment 
and technology, the hiring of civilians, and the payment of overtime. COPS has 
provided training to thousands of grantees through the Community Policing 
Consortium, U.S. Attorney Law Enforcement Coordinating Committees, and grants 
directly to police departments, universities and non-profit organizations with 
expertise in community policing. 

In addition, COPS has already announced targeted programs such as the COPS 
Youth Firearms Violence Initiative, the COPS Anti-Gang Initiative, and the COPS 
Community Policing to Combat Domestic Violence grant program. The COPS 
Office recently announced the Problem-Solving Partnerships grant program, an 
innovative community policing program (ICOP) that will provide policing agencies 
and community-based entities with a unique opportunity to work together to identify 
and analyze persistent crime and disorder problems. 

• The Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 was drafted ̂ ith a 
extensive input from the law enforcement community. Law enforcement officers 
across the country ~ chiefs, sheriffs, line officers and deputies ~ as well as the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors, support the COPS Program. 

July 17, 1996 



CuNTON-DoLE CONTRASTS 

ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 

PRFSTDKNT CLINTON / f r \ e c \ WXi<) ^.^^^^ 
Clinton Signs Assault Weapons Ban C 
• On September 13,19?)4, President Clinton signed the Violent Crime Control and Law « 

Enforcement Act, which bans the manufacture of 19 military-style assault weapons, fy^ Av^*^ 

Assault Weapons Ban Effective 
• The bon has worked, reciucing the number of assault weapons traced to crimes by 18.4% 

in the first eight months of 1995. [Handgun Control Inc., 2/96 (citing BATF figures)] 

Police Support Assault Weapons Ban 
• Police officers support the assault weapons ban, 

• Gilbert Gallegos, President, Fraternal Order of Police: "On behalf of the 270,000 
members of the Fraternal Order of the Police, I urge al! members of Congress to 
vote to uphulcl t]ic assault weapons ban." [FOP Letter, 3/21/96] 

• Robert T. Scully, Executive Director, National Associaiiuu of Police 
Organizatinns: " . . . I would like to express our strong opposition to any repeal of 
the assault weapons ban. As rank and file cops, our members walk the streets 
daily lu piotcct the peace and they know only too well the threat that these cop-
killer guns pose....[A] battlefield weapon holding dozens of rounds is the gun of 
choice of the drug dealer, gang member and terrorist." [NAPO Iciici, 3/21/96] 

• Kennetli T. Lyons, President, International Brotherhood of Police Officers: "The 
police officers represented by the IBPO know first hand that repeal of the assault 
weapon ban will not make our streets safer [GJetting these guns off the streets 
IS a matter of life and death." [IBPO press release, 3/21/96] 

BOB D_QLE 
Dole Voted Against Aasault Weapons Ban 

On August 25, 1994. Dolf voted against passage of the Climon Crime bill which 

ITte #295l/25/ŷ ^̂ ^̂  ^ ̂  '"'""̂ ^ ^^^^^^'^"'^^^'""^^^iimfrly p. SO-S. 

Dole Opposes Inclusion of Assault Weapons Ban in Crime BUl 

On November 9, 1993. Dole offered a motion to kill an amendment that included the 

U / 9 / 9 . r ' ' ' ' ° " ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i ^ l J ^ ' P- "̂̂ -S- vote #365, 
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Later, on November 17, 1993, Dole voted against the amendment that added the assault 
weapons ban to the bill. [1993 CO Almanar, p. 48-8, vote #375,11/17/93] 

Dole Pledges Repeal of Ban As Priority 
In a letter to the NRA and their chief lobbyist, Dulc pledged lu repeal the bd.. u.i 4wauU 
weapons: "Repealmg the ill-conceived gun ban passed as part of President Clinton's 
cnme bill last year is one of my legislative pnorities....! hope to have a bill on the 
President's desk by this summer " [Dole lener to NRA Fxecutive Director Tanya 
Metaksa, 3/10/95] 

Dole: "Presidein Clinton has said he will oppose repealing this measure, an indication of 
one of our many differences." [Dole letter to NRA Executtve Director Tanya Metaksa 
3/10/95] ^ 

NRA Confident That Dole Will Repeal Assault Weupvns Bun 
After Dole offered "oblique" remarks on his assault weapons position, claiming to have 
"moved beyond the debate...over banmng assault weapons," the NRA's chief lobbyist 
[ i m 7/10/96] '"'̂ ^̂ '''̂ '̂  '̂•'̂ A-TV viewers that Dole would keep his 1995 promise. ' 

Metaksa: "In 1997, a President Dole would then have the option of signing or vetoing 
[repeal of the assault weapons ban], 1 don't see him vetoeing it. I see him signmg it." 
7/^96]''"^"^^ '̂ '̂ ef̂ sa. on National Empowerment Television's "NRA-TV." 

Dole On the Assault Weapons Ban 
Dole has called the assault weapons ban "ill-conceived," and reterred to gun conlrol as "a 
completely Mieffective approach" to fighting crime. [NYT. 3/18/95] 

"The aas..ult weapon thing sounds good, but in reality, it doesn't work." [.Meet the Press 
4/16/95] irie^re.., 

"...it hasn't been effective, it hasn't worked, the assault weapon ban." [Imus in the 
Moming, 7/11/96] 

.̂.when I'm president of the United States...ril tell the Congress, 'Let's move ahead 
Don't worry about the assault weapon ban. It doesn't mean anything'," [Imus in the 
Moming. 7/11/96] 

DRAFT 
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CUNm>i-Dou: CONTRASTS 

THE BRADY BILL 

PRESrOFNT ryjjsxOM 
Clinton Signs Brady Bill 

On November 30, 1993, Prcsidem Clinton s:gned the Brady Bill, which .mnl.mented a 

background checks. [BATF Report, 1/18/96] ) 

Ofthe~6Q,6.y-'persSs deiiied-haiidEuns)in4995-;4rrn • . ^ u / 4^ 
^felons. W T F R e p W r n 8/961 ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ' -^3,217.we^p.ojectcdjo be convicted ^ 

BOB DOLE ^ U 
Filibustered, Voted Against Brady Bill [ Q 

' On November 20, 1993, Dole voted agamst pnssaee of rhe Brady Bill [ i m C O 
Almiliac,p.302;p. 51.S,vote# 394] > L i ^ t - U 

. ^^^^J^m against final passage, Dole stated: "We lost one." fHousron Chr.n^.,. 

* f.?t1hfA^ "vf. "^^^ °^ ^^^y ̂ ^"' ^̂ î-̂ g agamst cloture despite 
Oie tact that the bill represented a compromise mcusuie that he helptd draft m ^ c T 
Almanac, p. 302; votes #387, #390, 11/19/93. p. 50-S] "̂̂  

Dole Successfully Blocked Brady Bill for Years Before Clinton Signed It 
Uver several years, Bob Dole uicd numerous times to kill the Brady Bill-

r!?Je??;i°r'? ' " ' . ' V ' ^ ' i ' a Republican fihbusier of an Omnibus 
Crime Bi hat mcluded Brady Bill provisions (HR 3371), thereby k i i U r 

S2"p. - ^ i f ^ ^ '' ' ' - vr.262, 

• in 1991 Oole voted to cominue a filibuster of a crime bil) dial contained Br,rfv 
*11 prov,s,or.. [1991 ro Almmac, p. 262-273; p. 36-S. ITl^Tuam]' 

Dole on tht Brady Bill 



1 \PT9y^^ ̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^̂ "̂  "̂ "̂̂  ^^^^ difference? Probably uot." [CBS Evening News, 

"..,to be politically correct, you've got to talk ahout the gims. ban the guns, ban the guns 
bail the guns. My vic-w is, there are several other issues that ought to be addressed " " 
I Meet the ppess 1/2/94] 
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CLIIVTON-DOL£ CONTRASTS 

100,000 COPS ON THK BFAT 

mESIDENT cxmrnK 
Clinton COPS Program Puts 100,000 Police on Street 

swees through 0,. COPS initiative (Co^ntunity M ^ ^ g S m S*° 
Dept. ofJustfte. .Ogice of Community Oriented Pacing ferviceflT ' ' 

VCCA Miorizes •sCswlllon over six v™7« o,. ... --rT'^rZ^V^^D^—s > ' ^ 

Justice, Office-of-GGmraunity<ri^5^Pqhcm^^^ - ^ ^ ^\ 

' As o f June 1996. the Adminisn t̂ion has awarded grants to add more than 44U*"^^ 
additional pohce olhcers and sheriffs deputies to our nation's s^e^Td ^ , Q nnn 
are already on the beat with more officers graduating fri ^al^^gTc'aTelS^h ̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
IU S. Dept. of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing L i c e s 7/96] 

Law Enforcement Supports COPS Program 

=T;s:T^';^:^ezT^'S^£,r 
BOB DOT F, 
Oole Filibuslers. Votes Against 100,000 Cops 

Aiier leading a GOP filibuster and ItoEatenine to itill th, \,M n„i^ „.,. 
1994, agatnst me Cltnton Cnme BiU, » . . ^ S l d d ̂ ^^^^^^^^ Z i ^ " « • 
*c beat. ̂ U ^ ^ M m ^ ^ . 8.24/94; m . C Q ^ I n S ! " 50-S v o T / l ^ s - T r 

DRAF k 
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Dole Votes to Eliminate COPS Program 
On December 7, 1995, Dole voted for the nnp'= r 
Appropriation, conference r e p o ^ w S S ^ . ^ ' ^ r ^ ™ ' 
a block grant thai would not suaramee a , i ^ „ ibc COPs program, and substimicd 

onHR2076i '2/7/95; President's Veto .Message 

DRAFT 


