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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN /<§/
| e

. July 28, 1994,9AM

 PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON
CcuNTON
 CRIME BILL RALLY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

JULY 28, 1994



[AcknOWIedgements:SenatOr Biden . l o

and Chairman Brooks (pesst ibte); Attorney
| Ge‘r;ller,alirJ anet Reno; Sécrétary 'Bents_gn; o

o Di'r'ector' of National Drug;Conttol Policy Lee -
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" Charles Moose, Chi_ef of Police, Portland,

‘Oregon: a man who has gilve'n' nearly- twenty

B years of 'servicé; .t(')his éommunity, and 1s now

- .helping to Iead\fhém and the :ﬂétion towards
| conimimity policing and other innovations that B

A'Willl make a'difference-; and, 1e§ders of federal
R aﬁd " sﬁtla\te" law enforcement groups represent\ing -

every area of the Country;]' g
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- We are on the verge of a major VlCtOI'y for -
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- After six long years, we are very close to

enacting the toughest, largest, smartest federal
attack on crime in history & We are _un_it,ed,
and we are going to keep pushing until this

Crime Bill is the law of the land.
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I say to Chairman !Bideln and Chairman
‘Brooks 'an‘d.Members of Congress' from both |
Par‘ties.-- 1n the name df every'child whose
p%aygrOund has turned into a battlegroun d',‘ln ’
ﬂ-rc—na'mc-ef every senior citizen W_hois afreii_d’ ;
to ‘walk home alone,. and 1rr-tl-rc-me-e-f '\év.ery

_t:itizéh paralyzed- by fear -
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~ thank you for your hard work, and for moving |

America forward into a safer future. |

This Victory for laW-abiding Ameficans is
a "furidan‘ie_ntal part of the vision at the very

| heart of my Admlmstratlon to put people ﬁrst
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Everything we have done, we have done =

50 that oi}r qitizens' can 1.-ive. the. American

- Dréam again. EYery s’tgp We take is gbout
o making it po.',ssi‘ble- - at a tjm'e -'of, rapid, often'. f

.(rgrr.larkable change hér,e andﬁ around the."world‘ .
- -for quf 'people' tq ‘b‘u.ild'_ godd | liyes for'-l
themselves and to'pas"s'the ghance of befté’r

~lives onto their children.



In this great co_untty, why has this been -

. sugh a hugé challenge? Because for more than )
| I"a-’dec.ade'. our leaderS'mismanagéd our countfy;
- especially 'the ernomy. And th(%'résult was
| that'ouli"middie class ;\évorkéd harder.for less,
. and as 'they. did, our social fat;ric'welakened. ' -

o But the Arrierica’n people d_ér'rillanded better.
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Barely a year ago we enacted the blggest

deﬁcrt cut in our hlstory 1nclud1ng $255

mhﬂaba

bLlon in spemﬁc spendlng cuts * Those tough

decisions mean that our d,eﬁc'itisnow going
down for three years in a row for the first
tlme smce Harry Truman was Pre51dent

g
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g Together 0 facesour

eoTTTTON Challenges as-ons.

This nation cannot work if Americans

~ aren’t safe in their homes, or if the schools B

n—

are too violent for our children to learn.

enap eI .
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For six yéa'rs,we have debated érime endlessly

. But today’s progress |
c_hang_es that: it is not about debate and delay;.
it’s about -_'hope and _prdgress. It is about
putting 100,000 more police officers onour
nation’s streets, helping our communities to -
restore th'ems"elv‘es.,'It will make Americans

safer, and more productive.



o

| Su"rely'th~ere is no more impor_tant p,i_ec_e.in our
‘stratggy f‘qul national reﬁéwal-.

- No one hasb¢1iéVeq in cor‘rimu.nity
pblicing more 'thén Chief Mocjse, .who‘ moveﬂ

with his wife “into-a'\high fisk-neighbofhood -

' | that he helped make safer.
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Perhaps the .'m(jst compelling argument for this

law iS-that this is the crime bill that law

~ enforcement demands -- and that’s the way it

 should be.
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~ But it hasn’t been easy. No matter how

tough and smart this bill is, eVérytime we

—

—

turned around,. someone said it couldn’t or it

"shOuldh"t be done. S'o;nze-had—tb'm up to =

all thwmmho w‘e.re-

- .standlng in fH’”"”ay of This b111
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| We-‘sgzdl;ptothe NRA to wi'n. the
oy b

historic ban on assault weapons. We have

[

finally put the public interest ahead of th_e' .

- special interest, and when this bill becomes

- law 19 kinds of assault'weapogyui.l,l be
'banned for the first time.
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- Westddd up to the view that'prevailed' for

- - too long in my own Party about tougher

punishment. Ndw, we will have capital

| mm— —

punishment for _an_yOne_ convicted of killing an
- 'ofﬁc'e-’r. | And violent repe_:atbffenders will be

sent _t'o.,jail- for life. As I prdmised, "three- |

strikes-and-you’re-out" is going to be the law

of the land.



- We m to the forces in Washington |
| | opposed to cutting government to pay for our

~ fight on crime. There’s not a penny of new

 taxes in this bill. Instead;-there-wit-be-fower

| /hu-reaﬁcrats"aﬁ'd rhore pohéé
l MQ«"\% o
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~ And W%p to the people who said

that cﬁme 'preventioh programs are nothiﬁg |
| ll)utpo'rk.barr.elpolitic's. To anyone wh_ol says | o |
| thét,l say: tell it to 6ur- nation’s 'p'oli.ce |
 officers. They are .the. ones who Wa‘nte_d'moré

 support for programs like the,B(fys and Girls



| They ar'e_ ;ﬁe ones .'wlllo want safer \ s_choo,ls --
._ aslr.nore than 100,000 kids carry guns to |
schooi each day.\ And théy are the ones whg
- say pur kidsnéed more mentors :aﬂnd- the police

" need more resources to help families in crisis.
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NQw, we afe -gbing to- fight to make sure
_ this bill bgéomés léw in just a few short days.
~ But we‘lhave té remember that a'law 1s only' a
tool, a piece of papér.. For it to make a
differencg, every s‘ingle Americgn must make

-~ 1t ,work.
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Evéryl, one o‘f Ius _i‘nust .tla_ke respoﬁsibility
| lfor making thlS a stronger COﬁntry. When we
| 'se.e a yogth from a t‘o’ugh.- neighborhood ;who is |
__desperate\- floir‘that ﬁl;st job, we have to reach
. out w_ith opportuhity. When' we know a -poii_c'e
| officer is | tryi.n'g to _tu_r'n'Ja gang member ihtb a

| productive citizen, we have to do our part.
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And when we see a child in trouble, we havé_ |
 to take pebenal responsibility for getting that -
child back to school and ihto the programs

“that can turn their life_around. -
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| .We_haVe stood up to all the forces that -

c'ounted us oqt’ so many times on this Crime
Bill, an‘d we are about to win. .'Le.t ,that bea
lesson to 'a1-l tho'se' Who have ali'eadyrwr,it.té_n us
'.@ff \‘on' our | campaign to_ guarantee health care

~ for al.l Ameribaris. If we aré rgally serious
- about renewing fhe Arhéricgn Dfeam, we must -

. do this.



It’s the o_nlly way'we can opén up new
| oppoﬁunities .for all Ameriqqns to .legrn. and

| _wbr_k and realize their God-givgn potential.
How do I know we can refbrmhealth " o
o café? Bec':.au'se,I.’ve -heafd 'the_ naysaYers ._
before, and"I knéw how far Wé. have come to
giye ,America'.the Crime Bill it lhas heéded for

so long.
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.'And_ becaus'e -I-kl.’l'OW that, having come this
| _far, w_e"will not turn bgck on o'ur' vision of
_ resforiﬁg the lAme_ric'an_ 'D,réa.m.

We have faqed plenty bf: tough fights
before. And we'll have plenty more ahead ‘o_'f |
usBut :the_y are all worth it;' if thgy bring‘us to

a day—Iikethis one.
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~ 'We must face all our challenges with the same

| é,onﬁdence, and spirit of commbn p_urposé that |
'__has,brblightl_.us here today. That' is what has -
-'Ialwéys built America. And thét,' I promise, is

~ what will renew America for yet another

~ generation.




- After six long years, Cong'ressi'o_'nal l_ead'ers.
have agreed on the tougheSt, largest, smartest,
fede'ral'attack_on crime in histOfy’-. It puts |
) R 1Y S
more cops on the stree% gets kids and;guns of-flE
the street, and puts viOlént. criminals behihd |
bars by making three strikes you’re out the

law of the land.



Senator Biden and Chairman Brooks have
’ asSsuréd me it will be on my desk in days.
~And I'{have pr0"mised 'them I will-sign it into

- law wi.th,out'.d_e-lay'.'



