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Summary 1

Summary of the second review and appraisal of the

Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women

The Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women to the Year
2000 (NFLS), adopted in Nairobi at the 1985 third
UN conference on women, provided a frame-
work for action at the national, regional and
international levels to promote greater equality
and opportunity for women. The first review and
appraisal of the Strategies was issued in 1990.

The Second Review and Appraisal of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies, issued as
a main document of the Fourth World
Conference on Women, has been
prepared on the basis of
information contained in
national reports received
by the Conference Sec-
retariat from 130 UN
Member States by 1
December 1994, the
results of regional confer-
ences held in connection
with the Fourth World Con-
ference on Women and informa-
tion provided by specialized agencies of the UN
system. It also draws on gender statistics assem-
bled by the UN Statistical Division. Structured
around the draft Platform for Action, the key
document submitted for adoption in Beijing, the
Review and Appraisal should be seen as the
factual support for the conclusions and recom-
mendations in the Platform.

Re-assessing progress

Change in the work and lives of women all over
the world is related to change in the global eco-
nomic, social, and political environment. Given
the dramatic turns of the last decade, in tandem
with women’s historically unequal status in soci-
ety, women’s position has been shifting across the
international spectrum. Though gains have

occurred, to a degree, in all countries, poverty,
violence, and the lack of access to education,
among other issues, remain pressing concerns for
women. In this context the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies (NFLS) are being re-assessed.

The NFLS pointed out that the growing “femi-
nization” of poverty — poverty growing faster for
women than for men — poses a threat to both
development and democracy. In the hopes of
eradicating inequality between men and women
and discrimination against women, some recent
recommendations have been made, such as
directing resources to poor women; ensuring
access to education and health services; changing
laws to ensure equal access to land, assets, and
employment; providing adequate safety nets; and
enabling the rural and urban poor to analyse their
own situation and express their priorities.

Fighting illiteracy

Literacy and functional literacy have risen in the
last decade. Girls" school enrolment is now com-
parable with that of boys, with the exception of
Africa and Asia. There, cost, culture, and econom-
ics favour the education of male over female chil-
dren, if education is a priority at all. Programmes
have increased in non-formal education, alterna-
tive education, and education for special groups
of girls and women, such as migrants, aboriginals,
the impoverished, and the disabled.

Governments have agreed to encourage all
schools to examine educational tools; eliminate
discriminatory stereotyping; redesign textbooks to
reflect a positive and dynamic image of women;
and include women'’s studies in their curricula.

A small percentage of female students who do
seek higher education go on to enter the formerly
male-dominated fields of science and technol-
ogy, particularly in Latin America and the
Caribbean. However, the majority continue to
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Summary 2

Summary of the 1994 world survey on

The Role of Women in Development

The 1994 World Survey on the Role of Women in
Development, one of the main documents for the
Fourth World Conference on Women, examines
the impact of three key issues affecting women:
poverty, employment, and economic decision-
making. Economic development is linked to
women'’s advancement. Where women have
made strides, economic growth has been steady;
where women have been locked out of develop-
ment, economies have stagnated. The World
Survey explores how social and economic devel-
opment can be used to build a more secure future
for humankind.

Moving to a gender analysis

The women in development
(WID)  movement that
emerged in the early
1970s successfully put
women's advancement
on the international
agenda. Unlike past
development models that
stressed women’s repro-
ductive role, the WID
approach focused on incorporat-
Ing women Into social and economic develop-
ment strategies.

In recent years, however, the WID philosophy
has been overtaken by a more complex and com-
prehensive analysis of development by gender.
Gender analysis views women and men in terms
of the roles they play in society, roles which
change as societies change. Gender relations are
the social, economic and political relations that
determine gender identity. Since gender relations
shape women's access to resources, their work
opportunities and their roles in family and public
ife, they also determine women’s status. Gender
relations also frame male behaviour, responsibili-
ties and entitlements.

By comparing women and men rather than
looking at women as an isolated group, gender
analysis illuminates key aspects of society’s struc-

ture, making it easter to identify the obstacles to
improving society and to finding solutions to
women's issues.

Evaluating progress. Aftershocks from the
political and economic upheavals of the last
decade are still being evaluated. A global reces-
sion that lasted well over five years is just begin-
ning a cautious recovery. Women's economic
activity must be examined in terms of these ongo-
ing changes, which include globalization of mar-
kets and production, structural adjustments, rapid
technological innovations and growing economic
interdependence.

Two significant changes have occurred over the
past 10 years. One is the change in women’s legal
status in the direction of equality. This is reflected
in the increase in the number of countries that are
party to the Convention on the Elimination of Al
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (139, as
of May 1995). The other is women’s achievement
of equal access to education and training. By
1990, in most countries girls had the same access
to primary education as boys. Even more progress
has been made in second and third levels of edu-
cation. However, there are regional differences,
with Africa and South Asia being less rapid in clos-
Ing the gap between boys and girls.

These developments have provided equal
opportunities for an increasing number of
women and allowed them to utilize the skills and
priorities that derive from their gender roles.
However, progress in developing and developed
countries has been uneven and obstacles to
women's advancement remain everywhere. Girls
are still channelled into fields of study regarded as
suitable for women, which prevents them from
taking on the challenges of a technology-driven
society. Adult illiteracy continues to be a primary
problem for women, relegating them to a lesser
standing in society.

Structural adjustment programmes. The WID
approach to development, dominant during the
1980s, 1s now known by many as the decade of
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An overview of

Summary 3

The World’s Women in 1995

Issues of gender equality are moving to the top of
the global agenda but better understanding of
women’'s and men's contributions to society is
essential to speed the shift from agenda to policy
to practice. Too often, women and men live in
different worlds — worlds that differ in access to
education and work opportunities, and in health,
personal security and leisure time. The World's
Women 1995, one of the main documents of the
Fourth World Conference on Women, provides
information and analyses to highlight the eco-
nomic, political and social differ-
ences that still separate
women’s and men’s lives
and how these differences
are changing.

How different are these
worlds? Anecdote and
misperception abound, in
large part because good
information has been lack-
ing. As a result, policy has
been ill-informed, strategy unfoun-
ded and practice unquestioned. Fortunately, this is
beginning to change. It is changing because
advocates of women’s interests have done much
in the past 20 years to sharpen people’s aware-
ness of the importance of gender concerns. It is
changing because this growing awareness has,
by raising new questions and rephrasing old,
greatly increased the demand for better statistics
to inform and focus the debate. And it is chang-
ing because women’s contributions—and
women’s rights—have moved to the centre of
social and economic change, as it became appar-
ent in the series of international conferences held
by the UN in recent years, including the UN
Conference on Environment and Development
(Rio de Janeiro, 1992), the World Conference on
Human Rights (Vienna, 1993), the International
Conference on Population and Development

(Cairo, 1994) and the World Summit on Social
Development (Copenhagen 1995).

To promote action on the new consensus to
empower women, this second edition of The
World's Women builds on the first one which was
issued in 1991, presenting statistical summaries
of health, schooling, family life, work and public
life. It presents few global figures, focusing
instead on country data and regional averages.
There are myriad differences among countries in
every field and The World’s Women tries to find a
meaningful balance between detailed country
statements and broad generalization.

Education for empowerment

In the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development,
education is considered one of the most impor-
tant means to empower women with the know-
ledge, skills and self-confidence necessary to par-
ticipate fully in development processes. Educated
women marry later, want fewer children, are
more likely to use effective methods of contra-
ception and have greater means to improve their
economic livelihood.

Through widespread promotion of universal
primary education, literacy rates for women have
increased over the past few decades—to at least
75 per cent in most countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean and eastern and south-
eastern Asia. But high rates of illiteracy among
women still prevail in much of Africa and in parts
of Asia. And when illiteracy is high it almost
always is accompanied by large differences in
rates between women and men.

At intermediate levels of education, girls have
made progress in their enrolment in school
through the second level. The primary-secondary
enrolment ratio is now about equal for girls and
boys in the developed regions and Latin America
and the Caribbean and is approaching near

a3\,
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Sources for fact sheets

Sources used throughout

1. Looking Back Moving Forward: Second Review
and Appraisal of the Implementation of the
Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women (Draft: 13 February,
1995), United Nations, Sales No. E.95.IV5.

2. Women in a Changing Global Economy: 1994
World Survey on the Role of Women in
Development, 1995, United Nations, Sales No.
E9S5IVT.

3. The World's Women 1995: Trends and Statistics,
United Nations, 1995; Sales No. 95.XVII.2.

4. Women’s Indicators and Statistics Spreadsheet

Database (Wistat), Version 3, CD-
Rom, 1994, United Nations, Sales
No. £.95 XVIl.6.

5. The State of the World's
Children 1995, UNICEF,
1995, Oxford  University
Press, ISBN 0-19-262642-6.

6. Human Development
Report 1994, UNDR 1994,
Oxford University Press, 1994,
ISBN 0-19-509170-1.

7. “Facts and Figures, 1994-1995", UNICEF.

Sources for Specific Factsheets

8. “Education of the Girl Child, Her Right, Society’s
Gain”, Report of the NGO Conference, Educational
Working Group, NGO Committee on UNICEF,
UNICEF, New York, 21-22 April 1992

9. “Women in International Decision Making: Peace
and Security Areas”, Expert Group Meeting on
Gender and the Agenda for Peace, prepared by
D. Gierycz on the basis of data and input by the
Division for the Advancement of Women, United
Nations, New York, 5-9 December 1994,
Document No. GAP.1994 BP 1.

10. Violence Against Women, The Hidden Health
Burden, Lor L. Heise with Jacqueline Pitanguy
and Adrienne Germain, World Bank Discussion
Papers No. 255, 1994, The World Bank,
ISBN 0-8213-2980-4.

11. Notes for Speakers (The Advancement of
Women), DPI, United Nations, DPI/1674-
Con-Wom.

12. Action for Children Affected by AIDS: Programmes,
profiles and lessons learned, WHO/UNICEF, 1994
Sales No. E.94 XX UUSA.801495.

13 Margaret Gallagher, DPI feature on Women and
the Media, DPI/1656/Wom, United Nations, 1995,

14. Population Policies Reconsidered, Gita Sen,
Adrienne Germain, Lincoln C. Chen, 1994,

15. Women and Gender in Countries in Transition: A
UNICEF Perspective, UNICEF, 1994,

16. Girls and Women: A UNICEF Development
Priority, UNICEF, 1993, ISBN 92-806-3028-8.

17. Suggested amendments for the Draft Platform
for Action of the Fourth World Conference on
Women, submitted by the NGO Committee on
UNICEF's Working Group on Girls in New York
and the NGO Committee on the Status of
Women's Working Group on Girls, Geneva.

18. Work burden of a Girl Child in Nepal, Ministry of
Labour and Social Welfare, Kathmandu, Nepal,
1990

19. Population and the Environment: The challenges
Ahead, UNFPA, 1991, ISBN 0-89714-097-4.

20. 1995 Annual Media Survey.

21. Margaret Gallagher, DPI/1656, 1995.

22. Dr.

Robin Gray, Surgical Coordinator of

International Committee of the Red Cross,
“Humanitarian Consequences of Mine Usage”,
Report of Symposium on Antipersonnel Mines,
Montreux, April 1993. [PEACE]
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23. William Thomas, Scorched Earth. The Military’s
Assault on the Environment, Philadelphia: New
Society Publishers, 1995.

24. Michael Renner, “National Security. The
Economic and Environmental Dimensions”,
Worldwatch Paper 89, May 1989.

25. World Resources 1994-95, World Resources
Institute, New York and Oxford University Press,
1994, ISBN 0-19-521044-1.

26. Refugee Women, UNHCR, DPI/1691 Wom,
1995.

27. Refugees at a Glance, UNHCR, Feb. 1995.

28. In Point of Fact, WHO, May 1995.

29. Female Genital Mutilation: A Call for Global
Action, Nahid Toubia, 1993.

30. To be born female, UNICEF, june 1994.

31. "Wave of rape adds horror to Rwanda’s trail of
brutality”, The New York Times, 15 May 1995
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UNICEF 1994,

33. Human Development Report 1995, UNDP 1995
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Fact sheet 10

War and Peace

At times of national or international armed con-
flicts, women are affected in many ways. Though
they may have no role in decisions leading to such
conflicts and seldom are combatants themselves,
women are often left to maintain families when
social and economic life is disrupted.

Women casualties

* The casualties of war are increasingly women
and children. About 90% of war casualties were
military at the beginning of this century. About
90% of war casualties are civilian today.é

e Throughout history, women have been sub-

jected to rape as part of war, most recently docu-

mented from Bosnia, Cambodia,

Liberia, Peru, Somalia and
Uganda.'

e A survey by Rwanda's
Ministry of Family and
Women's  Affairs in
Kigali and several other
prefectures estimated
that between April
1994 and 10 Aprii 1995

more than 15,700 women

and girls aged 13-65 were
raped, more than 1,100 gave
birth and 5,200 had abortions.?’

The military industry's human cost

* The chances of dying from social neglect
(malnutrition and preventable disease) are
33 times greater than the chances of dying in
a war or from external aggression in develop-
ing countries. However, there is an average
of 20 soldters for every one physician in devel-
oping countries.®

* In 1990, around 1.5 million of the five to
seven million people employed in research and
development in industrialized countries were
in the military sector.s

e More than 100 million uncleared land-mines
are estimated to exist in the world, causing
one of the three most serious public health
hazards alongside malaria and tuberculosis in
countries such as Cambodia 2

* During 40 years of Soviet nuclear testing in
Kazakhstan, on more than 2,000 square kilo-
metres of prime agricultural land, 10,000 peo-
ple were irradiated. By 1988, the incidence of
cancer was 70% greater than the Soviet
Union national average.?

¢ Only one hour of the operating costs of a B-B1

bomber, US$ 21,000, is enough to provide

community-based maternal health care in 10

African villages to reduce maternal deaths by
half in one decade .

- e The export of major conventional arms shows

a decrease from 1988 to 1992 (in millions of
US$, 1990): ¢

1988 1992
USA 12,204 8,429
Former USSR/Russia 14,658 2,043
France 2,403 1,157
Germany 1,247 1,928
China 2,161 1,535
UK. 1,704 952

Diplomacy

Women continue to be largely absent among the
highest ranks of the permanent missions to the
UN. As of January 1994, seven missions out of
186 were headed by women; out of 240 dele-
gates holding ambassadorial rank, only 11 were
women; and in the Permanent Missions of 67
Member States, there were no women at all. ®

* The percentage of women diplomats by
region: Latin America and the Caribbean
(37.5%); Western Europe and Other (29%),
Africa (19.4%); Asia and the Pacific (9.3%);
and Eastern Europe (8.6%).9




Military and police
*In only 13 out of 45 researched countries do
women comprise more than 10% of the mil-
itary service members.!

* The combat role is open to women in a few
countries, including Belgium, Canada,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway,
Venezuela and Zambia.

* Many countries have reported a participation
of women in the police force, and in most of
these countries women's participation is
increasing; the highest reporting of female
police chiefs is 13%. Most women police offi-
cers were assigned to areas dealing with rape
and women prisoners.!

* Data from Brazil's special police stations show
that women-only units have greatly facilitated
the reporting of abuse. In Sao Paulo, reported
rape cases went from 67 in 1985 (before the
women's stations were open), to 841 in 1990.10

UN peace-keeping
* For selected years from 1957 to 1989, there
were 20 women out of a total of nearly
10,000 military personnel.9 From 1989 to
1992, this figure rose to 255, little more than
1% of the total.?

* Out of the 17 peace-keeping operations in 1993,
2% of the military contingents were women 3

* Women have played a larger role in peace-
keeping's non-military sector. From 1957 to
1991, women comprised 5-23% of the inter-
national civilian staff serving in UN peace-
keeping operations.?

* In the only all-civilian peace and security mission
— the UN Observer Mission to South Africa in
1993 — about half of the international staff
were women, and over 50% of them were team
leaders for the major part of the mission 3

When women make a difference

*In 1980 in Denmark, three housewives orga-
nized half a million women to successfully
petition for the ban of cruise missiles on
Danish territory.?

* In Argentina, the women of the Plaza de Mayo
are widely regarded as responsible for bringing
international attention to the "disappeared"
through defiant, silent demonstrations during
the military dictatorship (1976-1983).°

*The peace-keeping operation during
Namibia's transition to freedom, 1989-1990,
is widely considered one of the most success-
ful. In a breakthrough for challenging peace-
keeping roles for women, over 40% of the
professional staff were women. Staff selection
was based on background, experience and
regional balance rather than a deliberate pol-
icy of selecting women3

The Draft Platform for Action
proposes to:

» Increase and strengthen the participa-
tion of women in conflict resolution and
decision-making and leadership in peace
and security activities and protect women in
armed and other conflicts.

» Increase the percentage of women at
all decision-making levels, which may make
or influence peace-keeping policy.

» Ensure that international judicial bodies
are able to address cases involving rape,
indecent assault, and other forms of vio-
lence against women; and strengthen
women's participation in national reconcilia-
tion and reconstruction.
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Fact sheet 9

Human Rights

The 1993 World Conference on Human Rights
(June 1993) reaffirmed that human rights of
women and the girl child are inalienable, integral,
and indivisible parts of universal human rights.

Global trends

It may not be the content of the law which is the
major obstacle to women's advancement for
equality, but rather the commitment with which
Governments adhere to the provisions of the
laws, and the attitudes of the judiciary, law
enforcement officials, and society at large.

* In the past decade a growing number of
countries has supported the UN Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination  Against Women
which legally binds them to
achieve equal rights for
women in political, eco-
nomic, social, cultural,
and  civil  fields.z?

Adopted in 1979, as of

May 1995 it had been

signed by 139 govern-

e Even though female
infanticide has been outlawed
by many countries, cases are still frequently
reported.

* [n many countries, lack of awareness of one's
legal rights, and of how to exercise them,
remains an obstacle to women's access to full
and equal human rights.

Dualistic legal systems

and ineffective laws

In many countries society remains influenced and
requlated by traditional customary and religious
practices and regulations, often in direct conflict
with the principles of international human nghts
standards and national laws.!

* Several multi-ethnic and multi-religious coun-
tries have dualistic legal systems that perpetu-
ate sex discrimination, especially in the area of
personal and family law.'

e In a number of countries, the right of inheri-
tance to property, by cultural tradition and
custom, still belongs to male heirs only, even
when by secular law the rights could be
shared equally between women and men.

« Desprte international legislation, including the
1949 Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of Others, trafficking in women
for prostitution continues. A growth has been
reported in sex work trafficking among
Eastern European women and from eastern to
western Europe.?

Laws stacked against women

e Until @ 1989 legal reform, a husband in
Ecuador had the right to force his wife to hive
with him no matter how abusive he may have
been.©

e Laws in Chile and Guatemala specifically exon-
erate a man who agrees to marry the girl he has
raped; his marriage to the victim is perceived as
restoring her and her family's honour.

* In the secular laws of a number of countries,
only a husband (and not the wife) can obtain
a divorce on the grounds of adultery.!

Legal literacy
Reports from Asia and Africa indicate that women
are still often fearful, reluctant, not willing, or
not comfortable in pursuing judicious settle-
ments through litigation — especially on family

disagreements.’
e Legal literacy programmes and media strate-
gies in many countries are effective in helping
women understand the link between their

@




rights and other aspects of their lives.

o \Women have been able to make important
inroads in law at the third level. In 1990, the
number of women enrolled per 100 men
were: Caribbean (119), developed regions
(103), Latin America (80), East and South-East
Asia (75), North Africa (55), West Asia (43),
sub-Saharan Afnica (39), and South Asia (25) 3

* Legal training is providing new opportunities
for women to enter high-level governmental
and political positions. The percentage of
women In Law and Justice positions in gov-
ernment in 1994 ranged wildly from lows of

The Draft Platform for Action .
' proposes to: -

p Create or strengthen national institu-
tions for the protection and promotion of
women's human rights.

» Develop a human rights education pro-
gramme to raise awareness among women
and men of women's human rights.

» Promote and protect the full and equal
enjoyment by women and men of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms without
distinction to race, colour, sex, language, -

0% n East, Southeast and Central Asia and
0.9% in Eastern Europe, to highs of 22.2% in
the Caribbean, 16.7% in northern Africa, and

religion, political opinions, -national or social -
origins, property, birth or other status.
» Ensure that women have equal right

14.6% in Central America.’ with men to be judges, advocates or other

officers of the court as well as police officers
and prison and detention officers.

Women make inroads in legal education
Average ratio of girls to boys in law and business in third-level education by region,
1970-1990 (Number of girls per 100 boys)

EE ] "9
Western Europe and other 25 54 85
World 25 63 102

- |
Source: Dvision for the Advancement of Women, United Nauans Secretanat, from data contained in the Women's Indicators and
Statstics Data Base (Wistar), version 3.
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Fact sheet 8

The Girl Child

Girls are at a higher risk of dying before the age
of 5 than boys in a number of countries, despite
their biological advantage of being more resistant
to infection and malnutrition.

Childhood health

* More boys than girls are immunized and treated
by hospitals.'”

* In Colombia, only 75 deaths of boys aged 1-2
occur for every 100 deaths of girls.!

* In Haiti, among every 1,000 children aged 2-
5, 61 girls and 48 boys die."?

*In India, there are only 957 females aged

4 years or under for every 1,000 males in
the population.’

Son preference

The estimated loss in
female lives represent-
ed by physical neglect
of girl children is
between 60 and 100
million worldwide.'¢

* While the standard "bio-
logical” sex ratio is estimated
at 93-96 female births per 100
male, deviations have been found. In 1988-1989,
91 girls were born per 100 boys in India.3
* Son preference is more evident in higher-order
births. Data indicate that the ratio of female to
male births decreases at higher birth orders, sug-
gesting that couples who already have children
are less likely to accept another daughter.?

* In a poll of 640 families in one southern Asian
community, 51% admitted to having killed a
girl baby within a week of her birth 8

Harmful traditional practices

Female genital mutilation (FGM), a harmful tradi-
tional practice in some countries, can cause trau-

ma, swelling, haemorrhage, obstruction of urine
and menstrual flow, and risk of AIDS transmission.
It can lead to lifelong physical and psychological
scars or serious injury and death.’

* At least 2 million girls are believed to undergo
FGM every year; approximately 6,000 per day.
Girls most commonly experience FGM at 4-8
years of age.

Education

* Primary school enrolment for girls and boys
from 1960 to 1989 more than tripled in Africa
and doubled in Asia and Latin America.’

* Almost half of the children of primary-school
age in Africa are still out of school, the major-
ity of them girls !

° In 1993, approximately 60% of the 130 mil-
lion children aged 6-11 who were not in
school were girls 8

* In 1990 southern Asian girls were found to
spend on average only 1.26 years in school, a
slight rise from 1.16 years in 1980."

A girl's working day
* According to a government study in Nepal,
the work burden of girls in both the 6-9 and
10-14 age groups is much heavier than that of
boys in the same age group in both rural and
urban areas.'®

Positive programmmes for girls

* As of April 1995, 173 countries had ratified
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

* Genetic testing for sex selection has been
banned offically in India under the 1994
Regulation and Prevention of Misuse Bill, and
in China since January 1995

*The seven-member South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation has created programmes
to raise the age of marriage and provide girls



with health care and other services, and

declared 1991-2000 the Decade of the Girl The Draft Platform for Action
Child, %0.32 proposes to:

e Through the Organization of African Unity, in » Implement policies, plans of action and
1990 African nations adopted the African programmes for the survival, protection,
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the development and advancement of the girl
Child, with a special focus on girls. 3 child. _ . -

» Throughout southern Asia, a UNICEF-initiated » Set up educational programmes to sen-
multimedia campaign projects an empower- sitize .adults to the harmful effects of certain
ing view of a little girl named Meena. Through traditional or customary practices on girl
television programmes, video and comic children. o :
books, the Meena Initiative targets both par- » Eliminate discrimination against the girl
ents and children in an effort to change neg- child and the root causes of son preference
ative images of girls. and such unethical practices as infanticide

and prenatal sex selection.

» Ensure universal and equal access
to and the completion of primary education
and eliminate the gap between girls
and boys.

Unequal from childhood
Time use of children in rural areas
Number of hours spent per day in different activities

~Household 4107 2306
Reading/studying| 04 | 25 | 02
Leisure 13 15 0.8 1.2 — — — —

Source Compiled by the Staustical Division of the United Nations Secretariat from national studies.
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Despite the widespread movement toward
democratization in the past decade, women have
made little progress in attaining political power in
legislative bodies, or achieving the target of 30%
in decision-making levels set by the UN.

Women in government
¢ As of December 1994, only 24 women had
been elected Heads of State or Government in
this century, half after 1990. At the end of
1994, ten women headed Governments--a
historically unprecedented figure 3

» On average, only 5.7% of cabinet ministers
were women in 1994, an increase from 3.3%
in 19873

* Between 1987 and 1994,

the number of countries

with no women in minis-
terial positions dropped
from 93 to 59.3

e In six countries
(Denmark, Finland, the
Netherlands, Norway,
the  Seychelles and
Sweden) about one third of
the ministers are women.3

o After the 1994 election in Sweden, women
increased from one third to parity with men
(52%) in ministerial posts.?

« Women are better represented at sub-
ministerial levels (posts such as vice-minister,
permanent secretary and deputy secretary and
director). 23 countries have at least 15%
women at this level, compared with 14 in
19873

« Of the 25 countries with no women at either
the ministerial or sub-ministerial level in 1994,
more than half are in Asia and the Pacific.3

e Some fields of decision-making are more

receptive to women: in western Asia, while
there are no women in political decision-
making positions in Government, 3.9% of
decision makers in social fields are women;
and in northern Africa there are no women in
economic decision-making, but there are
16.7% in law and justice.3

Women in parliament

» Women's progress in parliaments is mixed:
women's membership has declined in East
and West Asia, and dropped sharply in eastern
Europe after 1987 but turned up in some
countries in recent elections. It increased
slightly in Africa and Latin America, and some-
what more in developed countries.?

» Women's strongest parliamentary representa-
tion is found in northern Europe, particularly
the Nordic countries, and is rising steadily.?

Women make a difference

If women are represented in sufficiently large num-

bers in the decision-making arena (constituting a

“critical  mass”  estimated at 30-35% in

decision-making bodies), they have a visible impact

on the style and content of political decisions.!

eIn some countries (including Austria,

Argentina, Colombia, Germany, the Nordic
countries and Poland) women are voting dif-
ferently from men, and in close elections
determining the outcome. In Norway, women
in one set of municipal elections systematical-
ly voted for female candidates, increasing the
proportion of women in municipal councils
by 50%.

» Women have expressed a preference for polit-
ical parties with female candidates, and those
representing women's interests, especially
reproductive rights, social support services and
participation in decision-making.'




Women in the UN — The first 50 years

* 4% of delegates to the UN General Assembly
in 1949 were women. By 1994, 20% of the
delegates were women. The highest propor-
tion were from the Caribbean (29%) and
Latin America and the developed regions (22-
24%). Delegations with the fewest women
were from Eastern Europe (5%) and southern
Asia, western Asia, and Oceania (8-9%) .3

Beginning in 1985, the General Assembly set
goals for increased women's participation.
The current goal is to have 35% women in
the Secretariat by 1995, with 25% at the
higher management levels. At the end of
1993. the number of women in senior man-
agement was only 13%.3

Women and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs)

With the exclusion from traditional avenues of
power, women have gained access to power
through alternative structures, particularly the
NGO sector. Women's NGOs articulate their inter-
ests and concerns and place women's issues on
national, regional, and international agendas.

* Collaboration has greatly increased between
governments and women's NGOs in the deci-
sion-making process. For example, women's
NGOs, which lobbied at the 1993 World
Conference on Human Rights, helped draft
the Declaration on Violence Against Women,
which was adopted by the UN General
Assembly in December 1993. It is the first
universal legal instrument aimed specifically
at combating violence against women.

Promoting women's participation

* Political parties in some countries have adopt-
ed quota systems for women (Argentina,
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany,
Greece, Iceland, Israel, Netherlands, Norway,
Spain, Sweden and Venezuela) that ensure a
minimum representation of women (from 20-
50%) in political bodies.!

¢ In 1992, the United Republic of Tanzania
passed a law requiring at least 15% of all
members of parliament to be women. !

* Bangladesh attributes the increase of women
in civil service from 17% of officers in the
Secretariat in 1987 t0 25.7% in 1991 and the
increase as officers in the Directorates from
7.1% 1n 1987 10 19.6% in 1991 to the intro-
duction of quota systems.’

* |n Argentina, a quota for women was estab-
lished in 1991, to guarantee a minimum 30%
participation in political parties.!

The Draft Platform for Action
proposes to: -

» Take action to build a critical mass of
women leaders, executives and managers.

» Monitor and evaluate progress on the
representation of women at all levels in
decision-making in the public and private
sectors.

» Protect and promote the equal rights of
women and men to political activities and
freedom of association, including member-
ship in political parties.
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Women and the
Environment

The Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development
(Sept. 1994) called for the participation of women
on an equal basis with men in human develop-
ment, economic growth, and environmental man-
agement to achieve lower population growth
rates and sustainable development 3

Women, men and the earth

* Both women and men are involved in environ-
mental degradation, often exploiting what-
ever natural resources they can to survive 3

» Consumption also has a great environmental

impact: Industnialized countries, with barely
25% of the world's population,
use 85% of all wood prod-
ucts consumed, 72% of
steel production, and
75% of energy."”

The urban
environment

Rapidly growing cities
are plagued by industrial
pollution, poor working
conditions, vehicular pollution,
limited and contaminated water supplies, and
deficiencies in solid waste management and sani-
tation ?

* Air pollution: London produces 1,200 tons of
pollutants every year, Los Angeles 3,400 tons,
and Mexico City 5,000 tons. In Bangkok, more
than 40% of the city's traffic police report suf-
fering from respiratory problems

* The rate of miscarriages in two industrial cities
in the Ukraine with high air pollution was
found to be twice the rate in a clean air con-
trol city. The rate of congenital anomalies was
three times the control rate 2

» The urban poor often establish communities
on hillsides, garbage dumps, swampy areas,
and near sources of industrial pollution unsuit-
able for human settlements.2

* The percentage of urban women lacking access
to sanitation services is estimated to be: Africa
(20%)), Asia (20%) and Latin America (14%).

The rural environment
* 10-15% of the rural population of developing
countries live in environmentally degraded or
ecologically vulnerable areas.?

* Rural population pressure is greatest in Africa,
where the overall rate of rural population
Increase is more than 2% per year.?

* Women in poor rural areas are disadvantaged
in dealing with the environment when they
have less education and training than urban
women or rural men, and are excluded from
traditional rural development programmes,
credit, and other institutional support.?

* The median time spent collecting fuelwood by
women in low deforestation areas is 0.5
hours, and it is at least 7 times that in highly
deforested areas.

Indoor pollution

Women in some developing countries spend
much of their time cooking with bio-mass
(wood, straw, or dung) in poorly ventilated
areas, exposing them to high levels of indoor arr
pollution.3
* A study in Nepal found that women cook on
average 5 hours a day, with indoor particulate
concentrations in rural areas as high as 20,000
micrograms per cubic metre. As a result, acute
respiratory infection and bronchitis are com-
mon. The WHO standard is 150-230 micro-
grams per cubic metre.?




Women manage the water

Throughout much of the South, women bear the
primary responsibility for collecting, supplying,
and managing water.s
¢ The world's supply of water per capita is only
one third of what it was in 1970.6

* The percentage of urban women lacking safe
drinking water is: Africa (13-14%), Asia (13-
14%), and Latin America (8%).

* The percentage of rural women affected by
water scarcity is: Africa (55%), Latin America
(45%), and Asia (32%) 2

Women and natural resource
management
* In Ghana, a project initiated in 1988 works

with women farmers to plant trees in wood-
lots, alley-cropping orchards, farms, and
along streams. The project has improved soil
fertility and should reduce the need for
expensive fertilizer. The woodlots will allow
women to spend less time and money
obtaining fuelwood.?

In rural Indonesia, a group of women
launched a community awareness pro-
gramme, including a radio broadcast about
sanitation and health. Attracting a large lis-
tening audience, many installed latrines and
improved the quality of drinking water, lead-
Ing to a reduction in waterborne diseases.?

In 1990, a group of Honduran women
trained women and men about deforestation
and soil erosion, building wood-conserving
stoves, planting trees in deforested areas,

and building outdoor lined sinks. Erosion was
cut in half, and water quality improved.z

The hard costs

As a result of deforestation and increased restric-
tions on public use of forests, women's income
from selling forest products has decreased, con-
straining women's economic opportunities.?

* The deterioration of Europe's forests from air
pollution causes economic losses of US$ 35
billion a year. The estimated annual loss of
agricultural production due to air pollution is
(in billions of US$): Italy (1.8), Poland (2.7),
and Germany (4.7).

e Studies in Uttar Pradesh, India, found that
nearly 50% of poor women's income comes
from common land, compared with only one
eighth for that of poor men.?

The Draft Platform for Action
~ proposes to:

» Reduce risks to women from environ-
mental hazards at home, work and other
environments.

» Ensure that clean water is available and
accessible to all by the year 2000.

» Create rural and urban training to dis-
seminate environmentally sound technol-
ogies to women.

» Increase the proportion of women
involved in programmes for natural resource
management and environmental protection
and conservation.

Much of a woman'’s work goes unrecognized
Time women spend collecting water in selected African countries

(hours/week)

Egypt

Ghana, northern farms

—= | "Wet season-. -
— | Nigeria, Oluwatedo Village
49 Dry season 7-10.5
45 Wet season 3.5-5.25

Source: The World's Women 1995: Trends and Statistics, United Nations, 1995.
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Violence against Women

Everywhere, and at all ages, women are victims of
violence. In many countries one quarter to more
than one half of women have been physically
abused by a present or former partner.'°

A global phenomenon

* Gender-based abuses are rarely reported.
According to victimization surveys, only 2% of
intramarital child sexual abuse, 6% of extra-
marital sexual abuse, and 5-8% of adult sex-
ual assault cases are reported to the police in
the US.1©

* In a study in Santiago, Chile, almost 75% of all
assault-related injuries to women were caused
by family members. 10

*Of the murdered women in
Canada in 1987, 62% died
at the hands of an inti-
mate partner.’°

*Violence between inti-
mates is often more
injurious than street vio-
lence. In the US, more
than 80% of all assaults
committed by current or
former spouses result in
Injuries, compared to 54% of
assaults by strangers. '

* A three-month surveillance survey in
Alexandria, Egypt, indicated that domestic vio-
lence was the leading cause of injury to
women, accounting for 27.9% of all visits by
women to area trauma units.'

Rape and sexual assault
° A 1993 study from Canada based on 420
women found that more than 54% of them
had experienced some form of unwanted sex-
ual assault before the age of 16.
o A random sample of 150 women in
Trondheim, Norway, found 25% had been

physically or sexually abused by their male
partners. 0

* A support center for rape victims in Bangkok,
Thailand, reported that 10% of its clients con-
tract a sexually transmitted disease as a result
of rape.1

* Throughout history, women have been sub-
jected to rape as part of war: a European
Community fact-finding team estimated that
more than 20,000 women were raped in
Bosnia in the first months of the war. Mass
rape in recent years has been documented in
Cambodia, Liberia, Peru, Somalia, and
Uganda. '

Violence early in the life cycle

* A survey in Barbados revealed that one in
three women was sexually abused during
childhood or adolescence. 0

* In Peru, a study at the Maternity Hospital in
Lima found that 90% of mothers aged 12-16
years had been raped, often by a father, step-
father, or other close relative.'0

* Violence during pregnancy has been identified
as a major reason for miscarriage and low-
birth-weight children; in Costa Rica, 49% of a
group of 80 battered women reported being
beaten during pregnancy, 7.5% reporting mis-
carriages.'

Traditional practices

Female genital mutilation (FGM), a harmful tradi-
tional practice, can cause trauma, swelling, haem-
orrhage, obstruction of urine and menstrual flow,
and risk of AIDS transmission. It can lead to life-
long physical and psychological scars or serous
injury and death.!

* Each year an estimated 2 million girls suffer
the practice of FGM in Africa and Asia, or as
immigrants or refugees in Europe and North
America.?

@




e Dowry-related abuse i1s common in some
countries. In India, official police records show
that 4,835 women were killed in 1990
because their families did not meet the
demands for money and goods by the fiance’s
family.to

Emotional and psychological abuse

Those working with victims of domestic abuse
report that women often consider psychological
abuse and humiliation more devastating than
physical assault.

» A study of 127 battered women in Ireland
asked: “What was the worst aspect of the
battering experience?” The top responses
were: mental torture (30), living in fear and
terror (27), physical violence (27), depression
and loss of confidence (18), and effects on
children (17).10

The hard costs
The World Bank has developed a way to estimate
the economic impact of violence by counting
every healthy year lost due to premature death as
a Disability-Adjusted Life Year (DALY), with its
value depending on the severity of the disability.
¢ According to World Bank DALY analysis, rape
and domestic violence are significant causes

of disability and death among women of
reproductive age worldwide. '

« In industrialized countries, gender-based vic-
timization accounts for nearly one in five
healthy years lost to women aged 15-44. The
percentage Is lower in developing countries
due to the larger overall burden of disease.'0

The Draft Platform for Action
proposes to:

» Take measures to prevent and eliminate
violence against women.

» Enact and enforce legislation against
perpetrators of practices and acts of vio-
lence against women.

p Train legal, medical, social, educational,
police, and immigration personnel to ensure
fair treatment of women victims of violence.

» Document incidents of all types of vio-
lence.

p Consider enacting legislation aimed at
preventing sex-tourism and trafficking.

Violence against women
Selected Countries (around 1990)

Peru

70% of all
crimes
reported
to police are

of women
beaten
by their

husbands.

Source: Lori Heise, Pacific Institute for Women's Health, 1992
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Women in the
Global Economy

Rapid influx of women into the paid labour force
has been one of the greatest economic changes
over the past decade. However, many of the jobs
open to women are underpaid, poorly regulated
and short-term.

Global trends

 Using international standards defining eco-
nomic activity, the ILO counted 897 million
women aged 15 and over as economically
active in 19943 1t is estimated that women will
make up more than half the labour force in
most countries by the year 2000.2

* The average ratio of women to men (number

of women per 100 men) in the eco-
nomically active population is
on the rise: 37 in 1970, 52
in 1980, 62 in 1990.2

e About half of all
economically  active
women in developing
countries are in the
informal sector. Studies

\ _ of major cities in Latin

) o 6\ America and Africa indi-

CHinp 4159 cate that 25-40% of the

informal workforce is female.?

* Over the past two decades, economic activity
rates show increases for women in all regions
except sub-Saharan Africa and eastern Asia,
and all of the increases are large ones except in
eastern Europe, central Asia and Oceania. By
contrast, economic activity rates have declined
for men everywhere except Central Asia 3

Occupational segregation
» When women enter previously male occupa-
tions, the status of these occupations falls. A
study in Europe found that in occupations
where women were achieving high-level posi-

tions, there was a simultaneous downgrading
of the occupations, pay, and status.3

* 75-80% of female workers in developed mar-
ket economies are in the service sector, 5% in
agriculture, and 15-20% in industry.2

» Most working women in developing countries
are engaged in agriculture, sales, or service
jobs, excepting the newly industrialized coun-
tries of South-East Asia, which have a growing
number of women working in industry.2

The wage gap

While advances have been made in wage equity

over the past 40 years, most women still earn

50-80% of men’s wages.2

* Wage segregation is particularly marked in

developing countries with export-led industri-
alization. According to the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, women in Latin America earn on
average 44-77% of men’s wages.2

The average wage of women working in man-
ufacturing relative to men was, in 1990/91:
88% in Sri Lanka, 70% in Hong Kong, 56% in
Singapore, 51% in Korea, and 43% in Japan.2

* Studies show that wage regulation systems can
narrow gender differences in pay. A centralized
process of wage determination with the intent
of equal pay explains the high ratios in Italy. The
even higher ratios in Nordic countries can be
explained by centralized wage setting, a collec-
tive bargaining process, and a higher percent-
age of unionized workers (64-80%) .3

Women and economic decision-making
Though more women are working and being paid
today, their number as economic decision-makers
15 still very low compared to men.

* Globally, women hold 10-30% of manage-




ment positions, and less than 5% of the very
highest positions.?2

1994 data indicate that in economic ministries
including finance, trade, economy, and plan-
ning ministries and central banks, women con-
stitute only 3.6% of the total positions. In 144
countries, there are no women at all in these
areas and at these levels.2

A 1993 study indicates that US companies
have a slightly higher proportion of women
managers (8 women for each 100 men) than
non-US  companies, which  average
one woman executive for each 100 male
executives.?

In the next generation of economic decision-
makers, the pool of qualified professionals will
contain increasingly large numbers of
women. Globally, the ratio of women for each
100 men studying law and business at the
third level has increased from 25 in 1970 to
102 in 1990.!

At the level of personal decision-making,
many women enjoy working. An East German
survey in 1991 found that only 10% of the
women would definitely give up their jobs if
they no longer needed the money.?

Getting even over time

Women’s work is not well described by conven-
tional data collection methods. Even within the
international standard, housework is excluded
from measurements of economic activity and
production. One way to assess the different activ-
ities of women and men is through time use stud-

ies, capturing In sequence all activities over a
fixed period of time, usually one or two days.?

* In most countries women work approximately
twice the unpaid time men do—and in
Japan, women work nine times as much.?

» Data covering three countries in Southern
Asia indicate that women spend 3-5 more
hours per week in unpaid subsistence work
than men, carrying water and wood and
growing and processing (primary agricultural
products for their families), and an additional
20-30 hours more per week than men in
unpaid housework 3

* UN estimates put the value of unpaid house-
work alone at between 10-35% of GDP
worldwide.?

The Draft Platform for Action
proposes to:

» Enact and enforce legislation to guaran-
tee the rights of women and men to equal
pay and for equal work of equal value.

» Amend laws to ensure that financial
institutions provide services to men and
women on an equal basis.

» Give rural women equal access to and
control over resources, land, credit, property
rights, development programmes, and coop-
erative structures.

P Eliminate discrimination in the work-
place, especially on the basis of reproductive
roles such as pregnancy or breastfeeding.

Women in management: slow progress
Ratio of women to men in administrative and management occupations by region,
1980 and 1990. Number of women per 100 men

Asia and;';th'e'i'Ra'c'if'ic; -

Eastern Europe

730 66

Latin America and the Carribean 24 34

Western Europe and other 23 41
World 19 34

Source: Dwvision for the Advancement of Women of the United Nations Secretanat, from data contained in the Women’s
Indicators and Statistics Data Base (Wistat), version 3, 1994,
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Rapid influx of women into the paid labour force
has been one of the greatest economic changes
over the past decade. However, many of the jobs
open to women are underpaid, poorly regulated
and short-term.

Global trends

* Using international standards defining eco-
nomic activity, the ILO counted 897 million
women aged 15 and over as economically
active in 19943 It is estimated that women will
make up more than half the labour force in
most countries by the year 2000.2

* The average ratio of women to men (number

of women per 100 men) in the eco-
nomically active population is
on the rise: 37 in 1970, 52
in 1980, 62 in 1990.2

o About half of all
economically  active
women in developing
countries are in the
informal sector. Studies
of major cities in Latin
America and Africa indi-
cate that 25-40% of the
informal workforce is female .2

o Over the past two decades, economic activity
rates show increases for women in all regions
except sub-Saharan Africa and eastern Asia,
and all of the increases are large ones except in
eastern Europe, central Asia and Oceania. By
contrast, economic activity rates have declined
for men everywhere except Central Asia.’

Occupational segregation
* When women enter previously male occupa-
tions, the status of these occupations falls. A
study in Europe found that in occupations
where women were achieving high-level posi-

tions, there was a simultaneous downgrading
of the occupations, pay, and status.’

* 75-80% of female workers in developed mar-
ket economies are in the service sector, 5% in
agriculture, and 15-20% in industry.2

» Most working women in developing countries
are engaged in agriculture, sales, or service
jobs, excepting the newly industrialized coun-
tries of South-East Asia, which have a growing
number of women working in industry.2

The wage gap

While advances have been made in wage equity

over the past 40 years, most women still earn

50-80% of men’s wages.>

* Wage segregation is particularly marked in

developing countries with export-led industri-
alization. According to the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, women in Latin America earn on
average 44-77% of men’s wages.2

The average wage of women working in man-
ufacturing relative to men was, in 1990/91:
88% in Sri Lanka, 70% in Hong Kong, 56% in
Singapore, 51% in Korea, and 43% in Japan.?

Studies show that wage regulation systems can
narrow gender differences in pay. A centralized
process of wage determination with the intent
of equal pay explains the high ratios in Italy. The
even higher ratios in Nordic countries can be
explained by centralized wage setting, a collec-
tive bargaining process, and a higher percent-
age of unionized workers (64-80%).3

Women and economic decision-making
Though more women are working and being paid
today, their number as economic decision-makers
is still very low compared to men.

* Globally, women hold 10-30% of manage-




ment positions, and less than 5% of the very
highest positions.?

1994 data indicate that in economic ministries
including finance, trade, economy, and plan-
ning ministries and central banks, women con-
stitute only 3.6% of the total positions. In 144
countries, there are no women at all in these
areas and at these levels.2

A 1993 study indicates that US companies
have a slightly higher proportion of women
managers (8 women for each 100 men) than
non-US  companies, which  average
one woman executive for each 100 male
executives.?

In the next generation of economic decision-
makers, the pool! of qualified professionals will
contain increasingly large numbers of
women. Globally, the ratio of women for each
100 men studying law and business at the
third level has increased from 25 in 1970 to
102 in 1990

At the level of personal decision-making,
many women enjoy working. An East German
survey in 1991 found that only 10% of the
women would definitely give up their jobs if
they no longer needed the money.2

Getting even over time

Women's work is not well described by conven-
tional data collection methods. Even within the
international standard, housework is excluded
from measurements of economic activity and
production. One way to assess the different activ-
ities of women and men is through time use stud-

ies, capturing in sequence all activities over a
fixed period of time, usually one or two days.?

* In most countries women work approximately
twice the unpaid time men do—and in
Japan, women work nine times as much.?

» Data covering three countries in Southern
Asia indicate that women spend 3-5 more
hours per week in unpaid subsistence work
than men, carrying water and wood and
growing and processing (primary agricultural
products for their families), and an additional
20-30 hours more per week than men in
unpaid housework 3

* UN estimates put the value of unpaid house-
work alone at between 10-35% of GDP
worldwide 2

The Draft Platform for Action
proposes to:

» Enact and enforce legislation to guaran-
tee the rights of women and men to equal
pay and for equal work of equal value.

» Amend laws to ensure that financial
institutions provide services to men and
women on an equal basis.

» Give rural women equal access to and
control-over resources, land, credit, property
rights, development programmes, and coop-
erative structures.

P Eliminate discrimination in the work-
place, especially on the basis of reproductive
roles such as pregnancy or breastfeeding.

Women in management: slow progress
Ratio of women to men in administrative and management occupations by region,
1980 and 1990. Number of women per 100 men

fric; :
sia and the Pacific S 10
- Eastern-Europe ... 30 | 66
Latin America and the Carribean 24 34

Western Europe and other 23 41
World 19 34

u -

Source: Division for the Advancement of Women of the United Nations Secretariat, from data contained in the Women's
Indicators and Statistics Data Base (Wistat), version 3, 1994.
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Women's Health

The differences between women and men in their
exposure to disease and their treatment stem
from socio-economic and cultural factors that
determine nutrition, lifestyles, and access to
health services. This has led to a gap in preventive
and curative services for diseases biologically tied
to women.3

Life expectancy

* The average life expectancy is 79 years for
women and 73 for men in Western Europe,
North America, Australia and New Zealand.
By contrast, this figure for sub-Saharan Africa
is 54

years for women and 51

for men 3

® Between 1970/1975 to
1990/1995, life  ex-
pectancy increased for
women and men
almost  everywhere.
The greatest gains for
women were in north-
ern  Africa, eastern,
southern and western
»  Asia and Central America

(all by 10-11 vyears), while
the smallest gain was in tastern Europe
(2 years).?

Health risks and causes of death

* The leading causes of death from middle age to
early old age are, in developed countries, cancer
for women and heart disease for men.3

* While communicable diseases account for only
5-6% of deaths among women and men in
developed regions, they account for about 70%
of female and male deaths in sub-Saharan Africa 3

* \Women are becoming increasingly affected by
HIV. Worldwide, the cumulative number of
infected women is expected to reach 15 million
by the year 2000. By mid-1994, about 40% of
estimated cases of HIV were women.

Maternal mortality

The health of women 15-45 years of age is pre-
dominantly influenced by their reproductive and
maternal roles. Despite progress in a number of
areas, the morbidity and mortality rates related to
reproductive health remain unnecessarily high in
many parts of the world.’

* Each year more than 150 million women

become pregnant. According to WHO, 23 mil-

lion of them (more than 15%) develop compli-

cations requiring skilled treatment.?

Approximately 500,000 women die every year

from causes related to pregnancy and childbirth,

or 1,500 each day.>

Maternal mortality rates vary widely. An African

woman's lifetime rnsk of dying from causes

related to pregnancy and childbirth is 1 in 23,

compared to 1 in 4,000 for women in North

America.?

* Child survival influences the number of births a
woman will have during her life. Improved child
survival results from declining family size and
better birth spacing. Women often cite poor
infant survival chances as a reason for maintain-
ing high fertility, and many studies confirm a
positive association between fertility and infant
and child mortality.?

Contraceptives and good health

Contraceptives enable women to limit and space

the number of children they have, considerably

improving the health of both women and
children.?

* Levels of contraceptive use: eastern Asia (79%);
other Asian and Pacific countries (42%); devel-
oped regions (72%), Latin America and the
Caribbean (58%); Africa (18%).3

* Indicating an unmet need for contraception,
among married women of reproductive age, from
1985-1989, many had more children than they
desired: Peru (44%); Bolivia (42%); Egypt (37%);
Tunisia (34%); Kenya (30%); Morocco (27%) .3




* Concern about health complications is by far
the most common reason why women stop
using contraceptives — much more than lack
of access, husband disapproval, social pressure,
or religious beliefs >

Reproductive health

* WHO estimates that globally 20 million unsafe
abortions are performed every year, resulting in
the deaths of 70,000 women.?

* The risk of death from an unsafe abortion is
100-500 times higher than if the same proce-
dure were performed under safe conditions.?

* In developed regions, where abortion is most
often legal, and safe health services are accessi-
ble, the risk of death from abortion is 1 in
3,700. In the developing regions it is on average
1in 2503

* Maternal mortality rates in central and eastern
Europe, apart from Romania and Albania, are
about twice as high as the European average.
However, in Romania and Albania maternal
mortality rates have fallen dramatically since the
legalization of abortion.!

Anemia and nutrition

* Globally, 43% of all women and 51% of
pregnant women suffer from iron-deficiency
anemia.’

* Iron deficiency increases women's susceptibility
to illness, pregnancy complications, and mater-
nal deaths. It also reduces physical productivity
and the capacity to work and learn.35

* India, with an estimated 88% of pregnant
women suffering from anemia,*is one of the
very few countries which have taken national
action to eliminate iron-deficiency anemia.
1994 reports indicate that over 70% of Indian
women are now being reached with at least 3
months’ worth of ferrous tablets during
pregnancy.>

* Malnutrition in girls is responsible for problems
in childbirth, such as obstructed labour, fistulae,
and birth asphyxia.’

Access to health facilities

* Prenatal care has been increasingly included in
primary health services, and is widespread in
southern Africa, Eastern Asia, and the Caribbean
(about 90% of women covered) and in Latin
America (70%). But the coverage remains very
low in South Asia (35%), a region which also has
one of the highest rates of maternal mortality.3

* 59% of women in developing countries receive
prenatal care, compared to 98% of women in
industrialized countries.8

* 55% of births in developing countries are
attended by trained health personnel, com-
pared t0 99% in industrialized countries.®

Ageing women

* The number of women aged over 65 years will
increase from 330 million in 1990 to 600 mil-
lion by 2015.!

* Of these elderly women, many will suffer from
chronic diseases associated with ageing, such
as osteoporosis and dementia, and the diseases
of neglect, such as malnutrition, alienation, and
loneliness.’

[
The Draft Platform for Action
proposes to:

P Provide women with access to afford-
able, high-quality primary health care.

» Eliminate harmful or coercive medical
interventions and inform women of their
options in medical treatment.

P Close the gender gap in morbidity and
mortality and reduce infant and child mortality.

P Enact legislation to alleviate and elimi-
nate environmental and occupational health
hazards.
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Literacy and Education

Education is a basic human right which is essen-
tial for achieving the goals of equality, develop-
ment, and peace. Educated women tend to raise
healthier families, have fewer children, and be
more productive in both the home and the work-
place. Children of educated mothers are more
likely to become educated too.

Global literacy
» According to UNESCO, literacy has risen in all
regions of the world, but 885 million women
and men, almost a quarter of the world's adult
population, are still estimated to be illiterate.
Sixty-four per cent of the illiterate are women.

Literacy gaps
Women in rural areas often
have high illiteracy rates,
A N some countries two to
three times that of
women in urban areas.
¢ In Honduras, in 1988,
of women aged 15-24,
9% in urban areas and
30% n rural areas were
iliterate ?

*Generations of educational
neglect have left high illiteracy rates, especially
for older women in developing countries.
lliteracy rates among women 25 and above are
typically two or more times those of women aged
15and 243
*Among women over 45 years of age, illiteracy
rates in developing countries were usually at
least 50% in the late 1980s, and often ex-
ceeded 70% in Africa and Asia.3

Primary school
* Girls' primary-school enrolment has reached
parity with boys’ except in Africa and Asia. In
1990, the average ratios of girls to each 100

boys in primary school was: Africa (79); Asia
and the Pacific (84); Latin America and the
Caribbean (95); western Europe and other
(95); eastern Europe (96).

College and university

» Women are increasingly entering colleges and
universities. In 1990, the average ratios of
women to each 100 men in tertiary education
was: In Africa (32); Asia and the Pacific (84);
western Europe and other (94); eastern
Europe (104); and Latin America and the
Caribbean (106)

* Increases have been dramatic in some coun-
tries: China’s number of female postgraduates
increased by 157% from 1985-1992

¢ An increasing number of girls are entering
fields once dominated by men. The average
ratio of females to each 100 males in science
and technology were, in 1990: Latin America
and the Caribbean (80); Eastern Europe (74);
Asia and the Pacific (70); Western Europe and
other (67); and Africa (24)."

Non-formal education

» As many children fall through the education
net, non-formal education programmes
become essential, especially for girls. The
Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee
(BRAC) has created 4,500 experimental
schools since its start in 1985. Out of the
100,000 children served by BRAC, 70% are
girls from rural landless families.’

Economic crisis hits education

The progressive trends in education adopted by
many countries were reversed in the 1980s, partic-
ularly among those experiencing problems of war,
economic adjustment and declining international
assistance in Africa, Latin America and the
Caribbean, Eastern Europe and a few other cases.3




e An increase in per capita gross domestic prod-
uct tends to improve female schooling and
literacy. However, remarkable success can be
found even in areas with low GDPs, suggest-
ing policy can be more influential than the
economy. In 1991, the per capita GDP in the
Indian state of Kerala was below the country’s
average per capita GDP (Kerala: US$ 200,
India: US$ 250), but the percentage of literate
women in 1991 was 87% in Kerala compared
to 34% for India countrywide >

Population growth

¢ In many countries with rapid population
growth, the planning of new educational
facilities has not met the actual need. In
Nigeria, the number of primary schools
increased by 85% between 1975-76 and
1982-83, while the number of students
increased by 140% .’

|
The Draft Platform for Action
proposes to:

» Eradicate illiteracy among women
worldwide. '

» Ensure the completion of primary edu-
cation by at least 80% of children, with spe-
cial emphasis on girls, by the year 2000.

» Create an educational system that
ensures equal education and training oppor-
tunities.

» Develop curricula, textbooks and teach-
ing aids free from sex-stereotypes for all lev-
els of education.

Women still lag behind in literacy
illiteracy rate (%) of women and men (1995) (Aged 15 and over)

regions* & Caribbean

* Approximations 1 Also includes Dibouti, Mauntania and Somalia

Eastern Asia
& Oceania

western Asiat

Source: United Natons Educational, Scienufic and Cultural

Organization, “Statistics on adult illiteracy, Preliminary results of the 1994 estimares and projections” {STE- 16).
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Women and Poverty

To be poor is to be deprived of the means to meet
basic survival needs. Women, because of their
lower status, are more likely to fall into the crush-
ing cycle of poverty.

Poverty on the rise

* From 1985-1993, the number of people living
below the poverty line (the equivalent of US
$370 a year, according to the World Bank)
increased by 20%, from 1 to 1.2 billion 2

* Over 70% of the people now living in
absolute poverty are women, reports UNDP’s
Human Development Report 1995 3

* The increase in poverty is paradoxical, given
the strong global economic per-
formance from 1980-1989:
The average annual rate of
economic growth during
this period was 3.2%,
compared to 2 4% from
1965-1980.2

* The gap between rich
and poor has increased:
From 1960-1991, the
share of the world's income
for the richest fifth of the world

rose from 70% to 85%, while the
share of income for the poorest fifth dropped
from 2.3% to 1.4%.¢

° In 1993, the world faced increasing famine:
800 million starving people and 34,000 chil-
dren dying each day from need of food and
medical supplies.

Regional trends

From 1985-1990, the poor as a percentage of the
total population remained high, and increased in
a few regions: ' Sub-Saharan Africa (from 47.6%
to 49.7%); Middle East and North Africa (from
30.6% to 33.1%); Latin America and the
Caribbean (from 22.4% to 25.5%).

* In Sub-Saharan Africa, almost 50% of the
population live in absolute poverty, surviving
on less than US$1 a day. 8

* Poverty has surged in the transition economies
of eastern Europe, the Commonwealth of
Independent States, and the Baltic States;
from 1989-1992, the percentage of the pop-
ulation living In poverty rose in Poland from
20.5% to 425% and in the Russian
Federation from 27.1% to 77.1%."

In the European Community at the beginning
of the 1990s, 44 million people (or 18% of
the population) were estimated to be living in
poverty, with 10 million living in extreme
poverty.2

In the US, 33.6 million people (13% of the

population) were estimated to be living below
the poverty line in the 1980s."

By the end of the 1980s, approximately 75%
of all poverty in the US was concentrated
among women, particularly single mothers
and older African-American women. In the
US, the number of families headed by poor
women is rising by about 100,000 a year.!

Female-headed households

The strong correlation between female headship
and poverty results from the high dependency of
children on mothers, inadequate remittances from
absent men, and gender differentials in access to
resources and productive employment
* Female headship varies by region and within
countries. The highest proportions are found
in the Caribbean (35%). Rates average
between 20-24% in the majority of other
regions (developed: 24%; Latin America:
21%; Sub-Saharan Africa: 20%; South-East
Asia and Oceania: 17-18%); northern Africa,
western Asia, and southern Asia: 12-13%.3

* In 44 out of 66 studies by the International
Research Center for Women, from 1979-




1989, female-headed households were poorer
than their male counterparts.?

« In Norway, 13% of all households headed by
women are below the poverty level, com-
pared to 5% of those headed by men.!

» There is evidence that women heads of
household provide their children with better
nutrition and education than men heads of
household.3

Urban poverty

Urban populations are growing at a rate two and
a half times that of rural populations. At this rate
the UN projects that more than half of the world’s
population will be urban by 2005, transferring the
burden of poverty from rural to urban areas.?

* The urban population of developing countries
is overwhelmingly young, which has an indi-
rect impact on women in terms of domestic
burdens, overcrowded housing, and a greater
demand for child-care facilities and schools. In
Africa, 41% of the urban population is under
15 years of age, and in Asia and Latin
America, 30% is under 15 years.?

Women and land
Poverty among rural women is linked to issues of
access and control of productive resources: land,
labour, capital, technology, and extension services 2
* Although many developing countries have
legally affirmed a woman’s right to own land,

it is rare. Land titles in most countries are reg-
istered in the name of the male head of
household, and women do not secure land
tenure. Without the title to land, women lack
the collateral needed to obtain credit.?

Review of projects over the past decade
reveals that technology can sometimes have
negative effects on women: In Asia, some 375
million landless female labourers’ seasonal
menial work of weeding, hoeing, and milling
is threatened by increased mechanization.”

Although women represent 80% of the food
producers in some countries, only 5% of
extension organizations' time and resources
are allocated to women, and only 13% of
extension workers are women.?

The Draft Platform for
Action proposes to:

» Provide adequate social safety nets,
and strengthen State- and community-
based support systems.

» Formulate and implement specific eco-
nomic, agricultural, and related policies in
support of female-headed households.

» Revise laws and practices that limit
disadvantaged women's access to owner-
ship of land, credit, inheritance, natural
resources, and appropriate technologies.

Burden of poverty falls on women

(%), 1980-1990

“Asia and the Pacific

Eastern Europe

Latin America

Western Europe

27.6 20.8
23.7 31.2

Source: Dwision for the Advancement of Women, United Nauons Secretariat, from data contained in
Women’s Indicators and Stauistics Data Base ((Wistat), version 3, 1994.




