Shirley Sagawa

Shirley Sagawa is Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady,
at the White House. She is the co-author, with Eli Segal, of Common Interest, Common Good:
Creating Value through Business and Social Sector Partnerships, published by Harvard Business
School Press and described by /nc. magazine as “a superb introduction to a topic that's bound to
attract increasing attention in the years to come.” In 1999, Sagawa was named one of the 25
most influential working mothers in America by Working Mother magazine.

Prior to coming to the White House, Ms. Sagawa was the first executive director of the Learning
First Alliance, a coalition of twelve leading education associations concerned with improving
student learning in public schools. Sagawa also served as executive director of the Corporation
for National Service, as one of the youngest senior level Senate-confirmed appointees in the
Clinton administration. At the Corporation, Sagawa was responsible for the start-up, day-to-day
management, and strategic planning for a new federal agency with an annual budget of $600
million and a staff of 500. As chief policy officer, Sagawa was an architect of the new
AmeriCorps and student service-learning programs.

As Special Assistant to President Clinton for Domestic Policy and a policy advisor to First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton in their first year at the White House, Sagawa played a key role in the
drafting and enactment of the National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993.

As senior counsel to the National Women’s Law Center, Sagawa was the lead analyst on issues
affecting military women, and family and youth policy. She has served as chief counsel for youth
policy and education counsel to the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee, chaired by
Senator Edward M. Kennedy. While at the Labor Committee, Sagawa played major roles in the
development and passage of legislation concerned with education, child care, and national
service.

Sagawa was appointed by President Bush to serve on the Commission on National and
Community Service and by President Clinton to serve as a Trustee for the American Folklike
Center of the Library of Congress. She has also served on nonprofit boards including: My
Sister’s Place (a shelter for victims of domestic violence); the Campus Outreach Opportunity
League (COOL); the National Institute for Dispute Resolusion; Save the Children; and Jump
Start.

Sagawa is a 1987 graduate, cum laude, of Harvard Law School, where she served on the Harvard
Law Review; she attended the London School of Economics where she received an MSc in
Public Administration and Public Policy in 1984, and she graduated magna cum laude, from
Smith College in 1983. Sagawa was a 1981 Truman Scholar.
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