THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

NATIONAL ARTS AND HUMANITIES MONTH

October 1998

Each year we set aside the month of October to celebrate
the arts and humanities in America and to recognize the important
role they play in shaping the American experience. As we stand
on the threshold of a new millennium, we must remember that the
arts and humanities enable us not only to honor our past, but
also to imagine our future.

The arts and humanities have always inspired the American
people with new insights, discoveries, and achievements. Through
poems and plays, dances and documentaries, stories and songs,
paintings and philosophies, the arts and humanities have touched
our lives and enriched our spirits. 1In our increasingly diverse
society, the arts and humanities help us to appreciate and under-
stand one another as individuals while deepening our common bond
as Americans.

As we prepare to mark the end of this century and the
beginning of a new one, it is more important than ever that we
honor our artistic and intellectual legacy. We must presexrve
our history even as we continue to nurture the work of new
artists and intellectuals. Our investment in the living cultural
heritage of today will reap benefits tomorrow, strengthening our
communities and uniting our nation.

During National Arts and Humanities Month, I encourage all
Americans to rejoice in our nation’s creativity and scholarship
and to rededicate ourselves to supporting the arts and humani-
ties. Together, we can ensure that our past is preserved and
that our future is bright.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Friend:

Thank you for requesting a message from the President.
I am happy to send you the enclosed.

Please be aware that the White House has long-standing
guidelines governing the use of Presidential messages. The
enclosed message may be used only at the time for which it
was requested and for the specific purpose for which it was
sought. Under no circumstance is the message to be altered,
reprinted in other media (including the Internet), used for
recruiting, reproduced for fundraising solicitations or
annual reports, represented as an endorsement, used for
advertising, or used for any other purpose without the
written consent of the White House.

Thank you for your cooperation in adhering to these
guidelines.

Sincerely,

(¥ duble)/

aniel W. Burkhardt

pecial Assistant to the President
Director of Correspondence and
Presidential Messages

Enclosure



