MELANNE VERVEER

Melanne Verveer is Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady. Asa
member of the White House senior staff, she advises the President and implements a wide range of
substantive policies, budget priorities, and communications strategies. She is the senior advisor to
Mrs. Clinton and oversees the work of her office.

Verveer serves as the First Lady’s chief assistant for all international activities, participating
in global convenings, as well as White House meetings to address critical challenges such as the
AIDS pandemic, the TB crisis, and the promotion of NGO development and sustainability in the
emerging democracies. She has also worked with Mrs. Clinton exploring ways to enhance elite and
grassroots support for America’s global leadership and federal budget commitments for '
international affairs. Verveer works closely with the NSC, State Department and USAID and
consults with foundations, the World Bank, UN agencies, representatives of governments, and non-
governmental organizations.

Verveer has assisted the First Lady in developing initiatives on civil society, democracy
building, human rights, micro-enterprise and access to credit, healthcare, family planning, girls’
education and the related tools for social development. She also helped to create the Vital Voices
democracy initiative, which the First Lady and the Secretary of State lead to promote global
women’s economic and political progress.

Verveer planned the First Lady’s historic goodwill missions, including her trips to Southeast
Asia, Russia, Northern Ireland, Central Europe, Africa and Latin America. She was also
instrumental in developing the framework for US leadership at the UN 4™ World Conference on
Women in Beijing in 1995, and took the lead in establishing the President’s Interagency Council on
Women, which the President created to facilitate the federal government’s implementation of the
UN Conference Platform for Action. '

Previously, Verveer held the position of Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief
of Staff to the First Lady. She also served as an issues adviser during the Clinton-Gore campaign in
1992. Earlier she served as Executive Vice President and Public Policy Director for People for the
American Way, a constitutional liberties organization.

Prior to joining People for the American Way, Verveer worked in a variety of positions on
Capitol Hill and in the public interest community. She was Special Assistant to Senator George
McGovern, Legislative Director to Representative Marcy Kaptur, Coordinator for Civil Rights and
Urban Affairs at the U.S. Catholic Conference, and Field Manager of Common Cause.

Verveer was a founding member of the Co.alition on Human Needs and served on the Boards
of Directors of the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, the Advocacy Institute, Public Allies,
NETWORK, and on the advisory board of the Center for Policy Alternatives, among others.

_ Verveer received her master's and undergraduate degrees in Russian studies at Georgetown
University. She and her husband Philip, a Washington attorney, have three children.
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