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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 16, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR GIFT RECIPIENT 

FROM: LORI ABRAM~ 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, GIFT UNIT 

SUBJECT: COUNSEL APPROVED STAFF GIFT 

The completed Staff Gift Record form that you submitted to our office for a ruling from the 
General Counsel's office is being returned to you with this memo. It has been determined that 
you may not personally retain the gift. Subsequently, we will return the gift to the sender with 
a letter explaining why it is being returned. 

You do have the option to purchase the gift by reimbursing the donor for the fair market value of 
the item. If you arc interested in the purchase procedure, please contact the Gift Unit on 
extension G-7133 by .July 7, 1999. '.h;)nk /OU. 

·~ 

Enclosure 



. ~ 

~·· GiFT REGI5fER 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

THE WHIT• HOUSE 

To be completed by Staff Member 

DONOR 

Name: .,..Or.. ........ f?.~ . .'?..-/.1. ........ Q.r..t?..!1.~.'f../; .................... . 

Title: ............................................................................................... . 

Organization/Type of Business: .. 8.f'.f(.f:,-:r.~.·V...1?. ................. . 
/11e./.u:.1. f?. e. ........ . lf.e-1. .'.I" er.'. .v.. r... A ............................ . 
"I.v.r .. .r.l:.t..-10.i.~ ............................................................... . 
Address: '·~-~<- . .t.: . .f...~ .... / ............ '. ......................................... . 

.?.C?Q .. '..{Jx..!:.~ r<:..r.~7···························· 
~.~.sq .. /1.: . .t.?.,_ .... Cd. ..... r..rr. ... r.0.. .. :->.~ 

·oonor Category: 
1S General Public 0 FrientF 
0 Foreign. Gouernmen.t Ojjlcial 

Send entire form and. gift to ·Gift Unit, Room 457, Ext. 67133 

STAFF MEMBER 

Name: /J1.1.~.5.. Y .................. fu.·~ .. C.C?./.d. .. 
Ji°T!}/ 111.i. /a . ..:t 

Title:~e(./q . ./..&.r:J .$:li:;.;4.::i. ..... ?'b . .. . f·A .. e ..... . 

. ) F1>s f- Lody 

Gift intended for'1 

~ White /-/~use Slc(/TMember 
0 Other.(spouse, children) · 

Received By: 
0 Presented Pe1xonallv 0 Mail Room 
0 Other (please .\jJec!fV) 

Date Received: 
Circumst'ances of Presentation: ................................. . 

· Description of Gift: ······························ ··· ·· ·· ················· ············ ·········· ··· ··· ......... ····················· 

llt?cdcal/er haa.f Ze~frn~ ·~:;,"~~/J~~f.~~ '~'f;a~: £zn -5 . 

.f.~,-:.t:..v..~.P' .. 1?./ ...... ~.
1

.... . ......................................... . 

L Date: 7 /....., q .,- ,q . _") - I C.,-t::;~ 

Apprai~e~ val~e: .... ~.?. .. c;; ........................ f!.--l'f1~ ..... ~ ....... : ...................................... . 
Appraised by: 0 Estinzate ~ other ... ?.fe.c. .. lf. ........ ............................................. . 

'·· 
Comments: .,~.>.~.;.t?; .. .m>-..6e.r.. ...... H~ .. 9.~./d .... ./r...f..f:". ...... ~ ........ ffe. . .,.,.r··· ... !?.o:o.~ ................................. . 

Decision: 0 Approve 13-'Disapprove · 

Pursuant to: 
v(, _5 C.F.R. § 2635.202 (a) 

5 C.F.R. § 2635.203 
_5 C.F.R: § 2635.204 (a) 

_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (b) 

_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (d) 

_5.C.F.R. § 2635.204 (e) 

_5 U.S.C. § 7342 (b) 

_5 U.S.C. § 7342(c) (1) (A) 

_5 U.S.C. § 7342(c) (1) (B) 

COPY B -Staff Member do not detach copies 

Recommended Disposition: 
• I 

~ Ne turn lo donor 
0 Retain l~v Stc!l/,"'fember 
0 h1rn. ouer to Gouernmen.I 

Signaturey.~) ... Q.,U!~C(~~.R. ... 
Date: ......... ~~ 1. ~ ... ·.~. l 

* U.S. GPO: 1997·430· 157/60145 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.I une 16, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR GIFT RECIPIENT 

FROM: 
-l2. 

LORI ABRAMsfi" v 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, GIFT UNIT 

SUBJECT: COUNSEL APPROVED STAFF GIFT 

The completed Staff Gift Record form that you submitted to our office for a ruling from the 
General Counsel's office is being returned to you with this memo. It has been determined that 
you may personally retain the gift. Please call me if you have any questions on extension 6-
5499. 

enclosure 



~ 

.... 

:m·--Gi1F1 REGI5TER 

~11C.. ... ] THE WHITE HOUSE 

To be completed by Staff Member 

DONOR 

N'm' man;c-.oy i!/Jip/t~ .......................... . 

1 Title: ............................................................................................. . 

Organization/Type of Business: ''.TIJaf .. &tl/:..~~6V( ..iVJ.... 

.. .': ... g l.yH1vi. f l.f.1. . 1 .~ .......................................................... . 

Address: . . 3 .1 (o. .... west. .ma.tn. :Sif.r:tf ... ................... . 
.Bl.y.f J.7r.V.1.J.l.e./ .. f ... A.R ...... .72.3.!.S.~ .. 3.1.05. 

Donor Category: 

~lfJ'G'eneral Public .0 Friend 
D Foreign G'ouern.ment Qj}lcial 

Description of Gift: ·~ 

... 10'1tJ7.'' .. wnva~ .. bDothargc±hlt. 

.drnclc ... a ... Jbhn .. 81 .1.~hmn. .. Dft.\.t.L .......... ........... . 

Send entire form and gift'to Gift Unit, Room 457, Ext. 67133 

STAFF MEMBER ,"',· .\ . I·' .' .. ., .'\ 

Name: ......... m.iss:v ....... : .............. , ......... · ..... k1i..1.r.a./d ....... . 
. · ~-~ . j1r.<tf . "'.' ff ~· last 

T'11e sptrwe asSJ\1i;!JJL#i ' re 6r<;tLad1a. 
Gift intended for: 

_c;i'\vhite /-louse Sic!// Member 
D Other (!>pause, children) 

Res.eived By: . 
,.J?J1>resented Pe1:wnallv D Mail Room 
0 Other (please c'pec(/i1J 

Report preparer by: 
Date: ~I I qq Room: Ul;/ 

. ' ' Ext. fr5S'J} 

Appr~ised value: ... : .. ,~LO ............................................................................................. . 
Appraised by: W L'>lin1a/e D other ........................ ................................................. . 

f I 

Comments: .................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

Decision: 

Pursuant to: 

_5 C.F.R. § 2635.202 (a) 

5 C~FR. § 2635.203 

:::{c.F.R. § 2635.204 (a) 

_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (b) 

_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (d) 

_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (e) 

_5 U.S.C. § 7342 (b) 

_5 U.S.C. § 7342(c) (1) (A) 

_5 U.S.C. § 7342(c) (1) (B) 

COPY B -Staff Member do not detach copies 

Recommended Disposition: 

0 Neturn lo donor 

[)Retain h)! Sta//i\tle111ber 

0 'fiDTI ouer to G'ouernrnJi·u 

s;,.,,.,.Ri.Lt£ .. cfx .. ~JL..L ..... . 
/ 

. Date: ... . ... (o .. :.l..Y.: .. C/.. <J. . ............................. .. 

*U.S. GPO: 1997·430-157/60145 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

/JM/ 
1ht~~~?;~ 

-tD ~ ~ Y\ts ~J 
~o ~fl; ~~~od4J 
I,~~ L£u/e_~~ 

~~~J~~ 
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Mary Gay Shipley 
316 W. Main St. Blytheville, AR 72315-3305 

EMail: bookstbly@missconct.com 

PH. 1-800-844-8306 OR 870-763-3333 FAX: 870-763-1125 
bookwcb.org/bookstore/hlythe\·illc/ 

/. 

Pl~OTOCOP\' 

PRES~~~~V/;'filON 



.. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 14, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR GIFT RECIPIENT 

LJ· 
FROM: LORI ABRAMS/£Jt-<J 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, GIFT UNIT 

SUBJECT: NpN-PERMISSIBLE STAFF GIFT 

The completed paperwork on the gift that you submitted to our office for a ruling from the 
General Counsel's office is being returned to you with this memo. It has been determined that 
you may not personally retain the gift. Subsequently, we will return the gift to the sender with 
a Jetter explaining· why it is being returned. 

You do have the option to purchase.the gift by. reimbursing the donor for the fair market value of 
the item. If you are interested in the purchase procedure, or if you have any further questions, 
please feel free to contact me on extension 6-5499. Thank you. 

Enclosure 



;;'·.:-w,,. 

... .. . '· 

Send entire fo~11_1 aiut gift to Gift Unit, Room 4s1; Ext:67.133 

To be completed by Staff Member 

DONOR STAFF MEMBER :)y, f I< 
Name: ................................................................................... . 

Name: ·./!J/.~.!.,.~ ................ : ...... , ...... tr!..1.(.<?/d.. ........ . 
}11.'J/.P'. 111.1. fas/ 

Title:· ..................... · ................ :.......................................................... Title: ............................................... . 

0 .. rr ts . . ,,t,2 /1 WI,..,, qj a- vv. . rganizat1on ype o us1ness .. !;...l. ..... _. .......... 9 ........................... .. 

K.1,1.~r.C!.:~( .. f...<'!~.~---.1 ..... · ... &.:t'.,P..~r.. .. ±. .. 
Gift intended for: · 
!j)'White House Sta./IMernber 
0 Othei· (!>pouse, children) 

Received By: '· 
. Address:·· : ... :.;.:: ...... ·: ........ : ..... -.. ... : ...................... :: ........................ :.. . 0 Presented Personallv · .. O Mail Room 

. 0 Other (please ,,pec(/.VJ 

.. ,~·· · Date Received: · Donor Category: 
)© ce·neral Public . · 0 ·Friend . Circumstances of·Presentatiorr .... :· ........ : ................ :: ......... : .... ·.:.:: ... : ......... .-: ........ . 

0 Foreign Government Ojjlcial . •' •' •. • • .• • •' • • : • • •'' '' • •' • • • •' • •'' • ': •' •' • •.' • ~ •''' • •' • • • • •. • ',' • • • ' • • • • • •: • •; ', • • • • • • • • • • • ." • • • • • • • • • • • • •: • • • • • • • • • •' • • •' •' • • '• •' • • • • • • • IJ-

......•.......••....•..........•...•.•..••....•..•...................•...............•••.•••••••.•••••..•..•...................•..... 
Description of Gift: . . . . . · · · . . . 

l//k · ·.· · .. ·-r-- · /h 1 ·Reportpreparedby:l:'?"':.&Ct-~Jf' ...... . 
r..:f. ...... <?...¥..,. ... ;(...9..l .. ~.c...r.;u:·.-: .......... 4.<.;. ............. .9..!?./;.. Date: I ;J/ ~? Room: (..,j _s 7 Ext. 6 r Y'.J-/ 

Appraised value: .... ].:,_,~.~ ... : ............................................. : .... .'.:: .... : ......... : ... : ................ · ...... . 

Appraised by: Gl'fatimate 0 other ......................... : ............... ; ..... : .. .-.: ...... · ............. : .. ::-. 

Comments: .......................................... :; ..................................... : ................................................................................................................... . 

-Decision: 0 Approve CS.1>isapprove 

P~uantto: · 
_5 C.F.R. § 2635.202 (a) 

5 C.F.R. § 2635.203 
_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (a) 
_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (b) 
_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (d) 
_5 C.F.R. § 2635.204 (e) 
_5 u.s.c. § 7342 (b) 
_5 U.S.C: § 7342(c)(l) (A) 

. _5 U.S.C. § 7342(c) (1) (B) · 

COPY B ·Staff Member do not detach copies 

'· -... 

.Recommended Disposition: 
' ,,,,:: 
·,..Q Return· to donor. 

_0 Retain f~vStc!/f"Member · 
0 litrn ouer to G'ouernmen.t 

s;, ...... ,~c6-~ ~ 
. (. (I · i/ Date .......... : ..................... , ...................... . 

* U.S. GPO: 1996·416·208/40151 

• t ••. 

. . . · . ., ' ~ ... ,; 
. . 



• THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 1, 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

FROM: CHARLES F.C. RUFf}/ ---
COUNSEL TO THE~ENT 

MEREDITH E. CAB}\~ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Reminder on Ethics Obligations and Holiday Gifts 

With the arrival of the holiday season, we want to remind you of your obligations under the ethics rules 
regarding acceptance of gifts and attendance at holiday functions. These rules are both statutory and 
regulatory, and it is important that you understand and follow them. Below, please find the answers to 
the most frequently asked questions. 

What is a gift? A gift is anything of value. In addition to the usual tangible items, the definition of 
"gift" includes: meals, flowers, tickets to events, donations, loans, favors, discounts, travel, lodging, 
entertainment, or other hospitality. 

What should I do when I receive a gift? You may keep any gifts: 

(I) received from family members; 

(2) which are motivated by a close personal relationship pre-dating your employment at the 
White House, if the gift is paid for by your friend, and not by his or her company or 
client (please note: if you are required to file a financial disclosure form, you will need 
to report gifts falling within this category which are worth more than $100 if the total 
value of gifts received from the same source exceeds $250 per reporting year); or 

(3) which are perishable, like fruit, candy, or flowers. With the approval of your supervisor 
or of the Counsel's Office, you may place perishable gifts in the reception area of your 
office to be shared among your co-workers. 

If you receive a gift under other circumstances, or if you are unsure whether a gift meets the above 
criteria, you should: 

(1) Complete a White House Staff Gift Report form (forms may be obtained from the White 
House Gift Unit, OEOB 457); and 

(2) Submit your gift, along with the completed form, to the Gift Unit for appraisal. 



(3) Call the Counsel's Office (6-7900) if you have any questions. 

Will I get to keep the gift I submitted to the Gift Unit? Yes, if one of the following is true: 

( 1) The appraised value of the gift is $20 or less; 

(2) It is clear that the gift was motivated by your spouse's business relationships and is not 
enhanced by your official status; or 

(3) You pay the donor the gift's market value. 

May I give my supervisor a gift? The answer is yes only if one of the following is true: 

(I) The gift is an item, other than cash, worth $10 or less; 

(2) The gift is food and refreshments to be shared in the office among several employees; 

(3) The gift is personal hospitality provided at a residence which is of a type and value 
customarily provided by the employee to personal friends (e.g., an employee can invite 
his or her boss to a holiday party at home); 

( 4) The gift is given in connection with the receipt of personal hospitality of a type and 
value customarily given on such occasions (e.g., an employee may bring a bottle of 
wine to a dinner party at his or her boss's home); or 

(5) The gift marks a special occasion (other than traditional gift-giving occasions like 
birthdays and holidays), like a birth or adoption, an illness, a marriage, or a retirement. 

May I give a gift to my co-worker? Yes, so long as you have a personal friendship with your co­
worker and he or she is not your official supervisor. 

May I attend holiday parties? You may attend the following types of functions: 

(I) Parties sponsored by a government agency; 

(2) Parties of a purely personal, social nature, not paid for by a prohibited source. 

You may also attend parties not falling in either of the above categories if they are "widely 
attended gatherings." Events are widely attended if a large number of people are invited and 
many interests and viewpoints are represented. Also, your attendance at such an event must be 
in your agency's interest. You may attend these functions if one of the following is true: 

(a) you are attending as a guest of the sponsor of the entire event, without regard to 
the face value of the ticket to the event; or 

2 



(b) you are attending as a guest of someone other than the sponsor of the event, 
provided that more than 100 people are expected to attend, and the total face 
value of the ticket(s) you receive does not exceed $250. 

Please consult with the Counsel's Office if you believe you have received an invitation 
to an event meeting the above criteria. 

Is there any type of entertainment fund that our department can use to pay for refreshments for 
a departmental holiday party? Unfortunately, no. You may, however, collect voluntary 
contributions from those in the office to provide food and refreshments for a holiday party. 

If you have any questions concerning receipt of gifts or attendance at functions during the holidays, 
please call Meredith Cabe at 6-7900. 

3 



KINCAID• KATHERINE D· 
WHITE HCUSE OFFICE 

FIRST LADY 

WH lFL/~W 



T 11 I·: \\' 11 I 'I I·: 11 () l S 1-: 

Ms. Arlene Brickner 
Cuach 
51 (J West 34th Street 

\\ .·\ .~ 11 I :-< < ; T < > .--.: 

;\ugust 7. I ()98 

New York, New York I 0001 

Dear Arlene: 

I-low thoughtful of you to send the beautiful Neo Tote Coach 
bag! Unfortunately, as we discussed this morning, due to 
government regulations, I am unable to accept this gift 
and must return it. 

1 appreciate your generosity and trust that you understand. 

Please let me know if 1 can ever be of assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Missy Kincaid 
Special Assistant to the First Lady 



May 7. 1998 

To Whom It Concerns: 

This is to certify that the gift(s) presented to Missy Kincaid from Coach have a retail value of 
less than $250. 

(1) Coach Neo Large Tote $248 

Sincerely, 

~c__ 
Tom Carr 
Public Relations Coordinator 

(coAcu) 5 1 G w E S 1 3 .1 T H S 1 R E E T r,1 E w Y o R ~: r,J L: w Y o R K 1 o o o , T E L E 1:i 1-1 o r,J c 2 1 2 !:> 9 J . , t3 5 c1 F ,\ :-: J 1 :? s ~ .1 1 ,3 5 :·: 



-· II .. ----· .--··· 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

ivlF:MOl~;\NDl lt'vl 1:( )I\< ;i FT l\FCI PIENl 

FROM: 
.' (;' . 

1.01\I ,\Ul\i\i'v1S'. 
Dl:l'l llY DllU·:CTOR. GIFT UNIT L\L/--!. [(CL··. 

. ..... 

SUl3.IECT: COUNSIJ, APPROVED STAFF CilFT 

The completed Staff Ciili Record form that you submitted to our office for 3 ruling from the 
General Counsel's office is being returned to you with this memo. It has been determined that 
you may personally retain the gill. Please call me if you have any questions on extension 6-
5499. 

enclosure 



J THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December I 0, 1999 

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

BETH NOLAN µ}!Lr--
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

MEREDITHE. CAB~L__ ()._1'_ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Reminder on Ethics Obligations and Holiday Gifts 

With the arrival of the holiday season, we want to remind you of your obligations under the ethics rules 
regarding acceptance of gifts and attendance at holiday functions. These rules are both statutory and 
regulatory, and it is important that you understand and follow them. Below, please find the answers to 
the most frequently asked questions. 

What is a gift? A gift is anything of value. In addition to tangible items, the definition of"gift" 
includes: meals, flowers, tickets to events, donations, loans, favors, discounts, travel, lodging, 
entertainment, or other hospitality. 

What should I do when I receive a gift? 

(I) If you are certain you may accept the gift, because it fits in one of the categories listed 
below, then you may keep the gift; 

(2) if you are not certain whether you may accept a gift, you should: 

(a) Complete a White House Staff Gift Report form (forms may be obtained from 
the White House Gift Unit, OEOB 457); and 

(b) Submit your gift, along with the completed form, to the Gift Unit for appraisal. 

(3) Remember that some gifts will have to be reported on your financial disclosure report 
form, if you are required to file one. 

As always, call the Counsel's Office (6-5388) if you have any questions. 



Under what circumstances may I accept a gift? You may accept a gift: 

(I) Given to you by a family member; 

(2) Motivated by a close personal relationship (if the relationship does not pre-date your 
employment at the White House, or if your friend's company or client pays for the gift, 
please check with the Counsel's Office before accepting the gift); 

(3) When its appraised value is $20 or less; 

(4) When it is clear that the gift was motivated by your spouse's business relationships and is not 
enhanced by your official status; or 

(5) If you reimburse the donor the gift's market value. 

If you are given a perishable gift -- like fruit, candy, or flowers -- that does not fit in one of the 
above categories, you may place the item in a common area of your office to be shared among 
your co-workers !..[you get approval from your supervisor or from the Counsel's Office. 

May I give my supervisor a gift? The answer is yes only if one of the following is true: 

(I) The gift is an item, other than cash, worth $I 0 or less; 

(2) The gift is food and refreshments to be shared in the office among several employees; 

(3) The gift is personal hospitality provided at a residence which is of a type and value you 
would customarily provide personal friends (e.g., you can invite your supervisor to a 
holiday party at home); 

( 4) The gift is given in connection with the receipt of personal hospitality of a type and 
value customarily given on such occasions (e.g., an employee may bring a bottle of 
wine to a dinner party at his or her supervisor's home); or 

( 5) The gift marks a special occasion (other than traditional gift-giving occasions like 
birthdays and holidays), like a birth or adoption, an illness, a marriage, or a retirement. 

May I give a gift to my co-worker? Yes, so long as you have a personal friendship with your co­
worker and he or she is not your official supervisor (see above). 

May I accept a gift from my supervisor? You bet. 



May I attend holiday parties? You may attend the following types of functions: 

(1) Parties sponsored by a government agency; 

(2) Parties of a purely personal, social nature, not paid for by a prohibited source. 

You may also attend parties not falling in either of the above categories if they are "widely 
attended gatherings" and you receive Counsel's Office approval. Events are widely attended if 
a large number of people are invited and many interests and viewpoints are represented. Also, 
your attendance at such an event must be in your agency's interest. You may attend these 
functions if one of the following is true: 

(a) you are attending as a guest of the sponsor of the entire event, without regard to 
the face value of the ticket to the event; or 

(b) you are attending as a guest of someone other than the sponsor of the event, 
provided that more than I 00 people are expected to attend, and the total face 
value of the ticket(s) you receive does not exceed $250. 

Please consult with the Counsel's Office (6-5388 or 6-6229) if you believe you have received 
an invitation to an event meeting the above criteria. 

Is there any type of entertainment fund that our department can use to pay for refreshments for 
a departmental holiday party? Unfortunately, no. You may, however, collect voluntary 
contributions from those in the office to provide food and refreshments for a holiday party. To ensure 
the contributions are voluntary, supervisors should not collect contributions, and it should be made 
clear in the office that participation is voluntary. 

If you have any questions concerning receipt of gifts or attendance at functions during the holidays, 
please call Meredith Cabe at 6-5388. 



KINCAID, KATHERINE O. 
WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

FIRST LADY 

Wh lFL/EW 



I Lori K. Krause 

·--A--· 
···----··=::::-:::::::-.~=== - ------- --- --- ----03/24/9-~q 

12:42:5 I PM 
Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: Lori E. Abrams/WHO/EOP, Denise M. Diorio/WHO/EOP, Amy Comstock/WHO/EOP 
Subject: FYI - New foreign official gift limit 

Counsel just learned from GSA that effective Jan. 1, 1999, the foreign official gift limitation has 
been raised from $245 to $260. This means that the First Family may retain gifts from foreign 
officials whose total value is $259 or u11der. 

I will send Betty and Eric a list of all gifts affected by this change received between Jan. 1 and 
March 23rd. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Message Sent To: 

Nancy V. Hernreich/WHO/EOP 
Betty W. Currie/WHO/EOP 
Capricia P. Marshall/WHO/EOP 
Eric P. Hothem/WHO/EOP 
Katherine D. Kincaid/WHO/EOP 



. """:""""';- -
~ ·-

·i •. 

THE: WHITE HOUSE: 

WASHINQTON 

March 15, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR TIM FL"!NN I 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, GIFT UNIT I 
CHERYL MILLS ~ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: oisclosyre ot Gifts trQl!l Lqnq-time [riends 

This memorandum responds to Jim Dorskin's memorandum of March 14, 
1994. In his memorandum, he asked whether qifta froa lanq-time 
!riends o! the Clin~ons are subject to public disclosure. 

The President, along with all other Public Financial Disclosura 
tilers, must disclose the donor and value of any gift -- subject 
to certain exceptions which are not relevant tor purpose or this 
inquiry -- received durinq a yaar in which b• i• required to tile 
a report, unless ~a qitt is rrom a family memti.r. Tb• 
regulations·provida that each rinancial disclosure report ~shall 
contain the identity ot the sourca, a brief d•scription, and in 
the case ot public tinancial disclosure reports the value, o! All 
gifts agqre9atin9 $250 or more in value which are received by the 
tiler durin9 th• reporting period from any ona source.• 5 c.P.R. 
S 26J4.J04(a) (emphasis added). 

A 9ift, under the.regulations, is datinad as "a payment, advance, 
forbearance, rendering, or deposit of money, o~ .anythinq of 
value, unless consideration of equal or qraatmr valut i• received 
by the donor.• lsi· at S 2634.lOS(h). Th• only pertinent 
exception to this detinition ot qifta ror reporti.nv purposes i• 
qi!ts from relative•, which need not 1>e diacloaed an the report. 

Relative is defined as an individual vbo ie related ta the 
reportinq individual as "father, 11athar, son, dau9htar, brothC'.f!.Kr 
sister, uncle, aunt, qraat uncle, qraat aunt, first causin, 
nephew, niece, husband, vira, grandfather, qrandmothar, qrandson, 
qranddauqhtar, tathar-in~lav, mothar-in-lav, daUC)hter-in-law, -
son-in-lav, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, atapfathar, 
stepmother, stepson, atepdauqhtar, atepbrothar, atapaiatar, half 
brother, half aia~er,_or-vho i•.th• ~at.bar· ar CJr•""wathar of 
t.h• spousa ot th• rep0rt1nq individual, and aba.11 b9 da..-d to 
include the tianc• or tiancae at tb• raportinq individual.• 14· 
at S 2634.105(0). 

Because closa personal friend• ar• not de...S. under th• 
regulations to ba relatives and there is no other relevant 
exception for close triends, filers must d19clo•• girts trom 
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lon9~tima friends. A clear ·~ample of the •trin9•ncy of thi• . 
rula i• that th• Oftica at Government Ethics require• a fil•r' who 
lives vith a eigniticant other to disclose gift• trom hi• or har 

.-.,partner unless the filer seek•, in writinq, and receives a waiver 
from the reportinq raquiremanta. - -
I trust this explanation ot the regulations resolves this 
inquiry. · 

cc: Harsha Scott 
Capricia Marshall 
Dan Burkhardt 
Marvin Krialov 
Clarissa Cerda 
Jim Dorskind 
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