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pHEN Bill\bginton
equested a private
screening of Paul
Schrader's new movie
Affliction p

cently,
media specpiation was
rife. Wap the story of a feckless alco-
holic father resonani“with Clinton’s
own troubled childhicoed? Could Afflic-
tion have been a kind of therapy?
Pretty soon, the story just fizzled out
The truth, it seemed, wds more pro-
.saic: yet another PR company had
exploited a guite comunon practice of
screening movies in the private White
House cinema, a presidential perk
actually dating back to the Second
‘Waorld War.

On the other hand, it’s odd to think
that 3 White House institution set up
in 1942 to cater for a crippled president
‘in a wheelchair — President Roosevelt
— has latterly become a subtle instru-
ment of presidential power. Last year
it was wielded more than ever. In 1998,
the Clintons organised well-publicised
lunch and screening parties for both
Good Will Hunting and The Apostle.
Taking their cue from Tony Blair,
they took to hobnobbing with the
hottest names of the big screen,
:including Gus Van Sant and Matt
Damon. Perhaps Good Will Hunting’s
themes of redemption

Bill Clinton has a sacret
life — another secret life.
He holds private
screenings of movies in
the White House.
ROGER CLARKE
probes the President’s
artistic leanings

well-known favourite books is Walt
Whitman's Leaves of Grass, the book
he gave to Hillary on their second
date. Yet the Whitman is conspicuous
by its absence on the White House
webslte. Why? Waell, it turns out that
he repeated the gift-giving gesture
more recently. During the Starr inves-
tigation, it came to light that among
Monica’s private possessions was a
copy of Leaves of Grass given to her
by the President. He probably hadn't
read Whitman in years: it was the
empty gesture of & lacklustre
Casanova.

Hillary used to devour novels in five-
hour sittings and she’s far more natua-
rally highbrow than Bill. But even her
taste is massaged for public view. Wea

and education struck
-a chord with Hillary?
The screening of The
Apostle, too, had more
than one ostensible
role. It was a public
affirmation of the sta-
tus of veteran actor
Robert Duvall, but it
was also an attempt to
show business as
usual, even if it was
only show business.
‘In fact, the Clintons
have always been
sparing with thelr
endorsements of flls,

plays and books. As Prlma.r y

&4 Who wouldn’t
want to be invited
to the White
House to watch a
movie? Who
wouldn’t have
wanted to be there
as Bill watched

‘her visit to

know Hillary ‘“likes”
.L!_ewﬁ_f__efter

eatre in ndon
Berrequest for a blue. request for a blue
£l €33 used in an
RSC production, and
her recent breach of
White House eti-
guette by staying to
the end of a public
screening of Shake
speare in Love when
she was only sup
posed to Introduce it.
Yet we also know that
she sneaked out to
see The Vagina
Monologues last year
when she thought no

politicians, they can-
not afford to enderse
anything that isn’t horribly worthy. It's
certain the Clintons read and admired
Allen Ginsberg, for example, but there

‘was no way they could ever admit to

owning any of the great libertarian's
risqué tracts. Even if they didn't inhale.

Genuine expressions of the Clintons'
cultural tastes have to be carefully
sifted from the streamn of high-octane
public endorsements. It's quite dis-
.arming to discover that when Bill and
Hillary were young they used to have
cosy chats about the political merits of
the cerebral novels of Robert Musil.
How much things have changed.

‘Access the White House wabsite now

and you’ll find that all the books the
President 1lists as favourites are safe,
soft classics like Last of the Mohicans,
while High Noon, apparently, iz his
favourite movie.

Do we really buy their public expres-

:sions of taste? Although Bill has been
extremely vocal about his liking for

Walter Moseley's novels — noirish
thrillers by a stylish black writer —-
we know he'd far rather eat peanut
butter and jello sandwiches in front of
a'baseball gamne on TV. Another of his

Colors??
one was looking. It

was a retwrn to that stringy-haired,
bespectacled femninist of yore.

The Clintons’
always carefully reflect their populist
instinets. After all, who wouldn’t want
their own private cinema? Who
wouldn't want to be Invited to the
White House to watch a movie (pop-
corn is, apparently, provided in the
cinerna situated in the East Colon-
nade)? Who wouldn't have wanted to
be there as Bill watched Primary
Colors? Or to see whether — as the
rest of America is reported to have
done — at the moment the spaceship
vaparises the White House with a cal-
umnn of fire in Independence Day. he
jumped up and cheered?

If Clinton really is considering a
Holywood career in preference to the
exile of presidential lecture circuit,
as a persistent rumour indicates, the
old Roosevelt cinema will have
played a curious role in that trajec-
tory. And who knows, maybe he’ll be
back there in 10 years’ time. Except
Hillary will chose a few less cormball

thrillers and black and Wwhite gun.

slinger classics.

e Globe

public taste will. .

'qy 11:31

F.02/702

The White House
ghts in
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DRAFT

Adrian Noble

Director

Royal Shakespeare Company
[Insert Address]

Dear Ms. Noble:

Thank you for the beautiful costume from your 1996 production of As You
Like It. 1 am delighted you have chosen to donate it to the Kennedy Center in my
honor to commerate the Company'’s first “residency” in the United States. |
thoroughly enjoyed the performance of the Royal Shakespeare Company during our
recent visit to the United Kingdom and | look forward to the Company’s upcoming
performances at the Kennedy Center this month.

Sincerely yours,

" Hillary Rodham Clinton
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Tha Whita House o
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue ' -

\ 4, Washington DC .
© 20500
United States of America
19 May 1998 )
Dear Mrs Clinton,

The Royal Shakespeare Company was delighted to entertain you as part of
your visit to Birmingham over the weekend. | do hope you enjoyed the briaf
glimpse of our work and | hope you might be able to attend a full performance
when our repertoire plays at the Kennedy Centre in Washingign next month.

During the company's visit to the United States, | would be hcnoured to
donate,.on_your behalf, a costume from our 1898 production of As You Like /t
to the Kennedy Centre. This beautiful gown, made from American silk, would

be a fitting cormmemoration of our firet ‘residency’ in the United States. kg
Yourg/pincers|
[ 4 \ N .
Artistic Diractor '
|

PATRON _ CHAIRMAN OF THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATE ADVISOAY DIRECTION  Roysl Sbekespmare Theatre
Her pupesty The Quoan COUNCIL Adrian Nobde DIRECTOR John Baston Scradord-upon-A-an
Sir Guoffvey Cust Michad ABsnborough Dewid Bricthey Werwickihirn CV37 6BB
PRESIDENT ' Peuey Brook Tricphone: 01789 290655 :
VICE CHAIRMEN BEXBCUTIVE PRODUCER
Mis Rovd Highoow Charin T Flomat g L Dery Haod Box Otficc: 01789 295623 [
The Prince of Falo Profeamss Swnley Walls s P Tevor Nunn Pax: G175 254810 f
GENERAL MANAGER : ’
william Wenton

Poundsd in 1875, che Roya! Shakerpeare Company i incorponud upder Royal Clarmer a4 The Royal Shakaprare Thesae Senvtford -upon-Avao Regisered Charity No: 212481
tn Sawdord-upim-Avon ar dha Roys! Shakegcare Thare, the Swan Theanr snd The Oxher Place and tn Londoo m the Burbican Theage md The Pit

Mlidhmubhdl\:pduqﬂwdtbzmnmc‘-npmr.



7 May 1998

Mrs Hillary Clinton
First Lady of the United States of America

Dear Mrs Clinton

Welcome to the West Midlands, the heart of Shakespear: Country. The Royal
Shakespeare Company has great pleasure in presenting you with this costume
as a memento of your visit, both to Britain, and to our region.

This costume was featured in our recent production of As You Like It and
whilst the main body of the gown was made by a London theatrical costumier, -
the Tudor period detail, the wig and the headdress were all added by hand in
our Stratford workshops. We hope that you derive the same pleasure from it as
the thousands of people who have seen in on stage in RSC performances in
Stratford, London and throughout the United Kingdom.

This costume may give you a taste of the finery which will be featured in our
forthcoming production of Henry VIII which will open at the John F Kennedy
Center in Washington on 9 June until the 5 July. I hope that, despite your busy
schedule, you and your family will be able to join us during our residency in the
United States of America where we will be performing five productions in both
New York between 21 May and 7 June and subsequently in Washington.

May [ take this opportunity to wish you a successful summit and an enjoyable
stay in our country.

Best wishes -

Yours sincerely

C N ,

ADRIAN NOBLE

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Adrian Noble

CHAIRMAN OF THE
COUNCIL

Sir Geotfrey Cass

PATRON
Her Majesty The Queen

PRESIDENT
His Royal Highuess

VICE CHAIRMEN
Charles T Flower

The Prince of Wales - .
Professor Stanley Wells

~ L T L N R A S PTIORTI ERTVIPR ORI I

e —————

PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATE
DIRECTOR

Michael Actenborough
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Lynda Farran

GENERAL MANAGER
William Weston

ADVISORY DIRECTION

lohn Barton

Mavid Brierley
Peter Brook

feery Hands

Trevor Nunn

Barbican Theatre
Barbican Centre

London EC2Y 8BQ
Telephone. 0171 628 3351
Bax Othice: 0171 638 Koyt
fFax: U171 374 OKIK

fee Roval Charter as The Roval Shakespeare Theatre Stratford-upon -Avon Wepstered Charity Noo 212481



“he costume of Aymen from the 1996 production of

'As You [ike Jt'

fashioned from Amevican JSlue pure silk in teaditional
tudor style.

PATRON
Her Majesty The Queen

PRESIDENT
His Royal Highness
The Prince of Wales

Qivected by Steven FIimlott

Gown designed by Ashley YDartin Davies

YNade in [ondon
Aend detailed and wig made in the 2.5 workshops in

Stratford Zfpon Avon.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Adrian Noble

CHAIRMAN OF THE
COUNCIL

Sir Geoffrey Cass

VICE CHAIRMEN
Charles T Flower

Professor Stanley Wells

PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATE
DIRECTOR
Michael Anenborough

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Lvnda Farran

GENERAL MANAGER
Wilhatn Weston

ADVISORY DIRECTION
John Barton

avid Brerley

Peter Brook

Terry Hands

Trevor Nunn

Royal Shakespeare Theatre
Stratford-upon-Avon
Warwickshire CV37 6BB
Telephone: 01789 296655
Box Office: 01789 295623
Fax: 111789 294810

Founded in 1875, the Royal Shakespeare Company is incorporated under Raoyal Charter as The Royal Shakespeare Theatre Strattord-upon-Avon Registered Chanty No: 212481
In Stratford-upon-Avon at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, the Swan Theatre and The Other Place and in London ar the Barbican Theatre and The Pit

Allied Domecq is the principal sponsor of the Royal Shakespeare Comp:ny.
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PATRON

Her Majey The Qu-}:n

PRESTDENT
Mis Boyel Highoon
The Prince of Bales

Panded in $

41002
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
The Whita House

1800 Pennsyivania Avenue
Washington DC

20500

United States of America

18 May 1998
Dear Mrs Clinton,

The Royal Shakespears Company was dglighted to enteitain you as part of
your visit to Birmingham over the weekend. | do hope you enjoyed the brief
glimpse of our work and | hope you might be able to attend a full performance
when our repertoire plays at the Kennedy Centre in Washington next month.

During the company's visit to the United States, | would bs honoured to
donate, on your behalf, a costume from our 1888 production of As You Like It
to the Kennedy Centre. This beautiful gown, made from American silk, would
be a fitting cornmemoration of our firet 'residency’ in the United States.

N et

Yourg/bincerel

M/\_,

Adrian Noble
Artistic Diractor

CHAIRMAN OF THB ARTISTIC DIRECTOR PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATE ADVISORY DIRECTION Boyal Spakeipease Tty
COUNCIL Adran Noble DIRECTOR John Buuton Scradordeupon A —an
5ir Guolfrey Cum Michael Amanborcugh Duwid Nigicdey Wyrwickshirn CV37 §BB
VICE CHAIRMEN | EXECUTIVE PRODUCER. Peer Brook Tlcphone: 01789 290655
Charba T Flower Lyncda Faman Taery Handa Bax Cifice; 91789 295629
Profcessr Smaley Welk Trtwor Nunn Pux: 01709 294810
GENERAL MANAGER.
Williarm Wenon

875, che Roya! Shakepeary Company i intorporsed under Ruoyal Cliarmr & The Royal Siukopeare Theage Soont'ond-upon-Avan Regiamred Charity No; 212481
in Strptlord-upom-Avon ar dha Royal Shakepaare Thorae, the Swan Thexre and The Ochey Place and 14 Londo 1a she Batbioan Theuge and The Pie

Aﬁdhcqhﬁwqmdhwwm.



ROYAL
SHAKES

7 May 1998 COMPA

Mrs Hillary Clinton
First Lady of the United States of America

Dear Mrs Clinton

Welcome to the West Midlands, the heart of Shakespeare Country. The Royal
Shakespeare Company has great pleasure in presenting you with this costume
as a memento of your visit, both to Britain, and to our region.

This costume was featured in our recent production of As You Like It and
whilst the main body of the gown was made by a London theatrical costumier,
the Tudor period detail, the wig and the headdress were all added by hand in
our Stratford workshops. We hope that you derive the same pleasure from it as
the thousands of people who have seen in on stage in KSC performances in
Stratford, London and throughout the United Kingdom.

This costume may give you a taste of the finery which will be featured in our
forthcoming production of Henry VIII which will open at the John F Kennedy
Center in Washington on 9 June until the 5 July. I hope that, despite your busy
schedule, you and your family will be able to join us during our residency in the
United States of America where we will be performing five productions in both
New York between 21 May and 7 June and subsequently in Washington.

May I take this opportunity to wish you a successful summit and an enjoyable
stay in our country.

Best wishes -

Yours sincerely

N

ADRIAN NOBLE

PATRON CHAIMAN OF THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATE ADVISORY DIRECTION Barbican Theatre
Fler Majesty The Queen COUNCIL Adrian Noble DIRECTOR John Bartan Barbican Centre
S Geotlrey Cass Michacl Atenborough Dhavid Brierley London EC2Y 8BQ

PRESIDENT
His Roval Fhghnes
The Prince of Wales

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Chardes T Flower Lynda Farran
Profewor Stnley Wells

GENERAL MANAGER

Willtam Weston

Founded in 1875, the [Royal Shakespeare Company is incorporated under Roval Charter as The Royal Shakespeare Theatre Stattord-upon-Avon 1Registered Charity No: 212481

In Strattord-upon=Avon at the IRoyal Shakespeare Theatre, the Swan Theatre and The Other Place and in London at the Barbiean Theatre and The Pit

Allied Domecyg s the primaipal sponsor of the Roval Slhakespeare Company.

o
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VICE CHAIRMEN Peer Brook Telephone: 0171 628 3351
Terry Hands Box Office: 0171 638 889
Trevon Nunn Fax: 0171 374 0818



ROYAL
SHAKESPEARE
COMPANY

“The costume of Aymen from the 1996 production of

'As You [Like '

fashioned from Amevican J3lue puve silk in teaditional
tudovr style.

PATRRON

Her Majesty The Queen

PRESIDENT
s Royal Hlighnes

The Prince of Wales

Gown designed by Ashley YNartin Davies

CHAIIMAN OF THE

COUNCIL

Sir GeofTrey Cass
VICE CHAIRMEN
Charles T Flower

Professor Stanley Wells

YNade in /,ondon
Aand detailed and wig made in the 2.5 workshops in

Stratford Zfpon Avon.

ARTISTIC IDIRECTOR
Adrian Noble

PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATE
DIRECTOR

Michuel Aucnborough
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Lynda Foran

GENERAL MANAGER
William Weston

Directed by Steven Flimlott

ADVISORY DIRECTION

Jehn Barton

David Brierlev
Peter Brook
Terry Hands

Trevor Nunu

Royal Shakespeare Theatre
Stratford-upon-Avon
Warwickshie CV37 6118
“Telephone: (1789 296635
Box Office: G1789 295624

Fax: 01739 294810

Founded in 1875, the Royal Shakespeare Company is incorporated under Royal Charter ax The Roval Shakespeare Theatre Stratford-upon-Avon Registered Charity Noz 2124481

I Stratford-upan-Avon at the Royal Shikespeare Theatre, the Swan Theatre and The Other Place and in Loadon at the Barbican Theatre and The Pit

Alhed Domeeq iy the princi-pnl spomsor of the Royal Shakespeare Company.
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. sst Muslim “nuclear”

rukistan’s reputation would

wubtedly be enhanced in the
.riddle East.

The only possible benefit if the
Pakistani government does choose
to detonate is that Pakistan and
India might at last decide to sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (as
France did after its 1995 test).

VICTORIA SCHOFIELD
London W2

My title

SIR — Your leading article “How
they might vote’, (May 14) includes
the following sentence: “Yesterday
the Government changed gear, using
the language of the First World War,
which has such deep resonance for
Ulstermen, to present the Bloom-
field report on the victims of terror-

rea. o1

the class of “wannabe’’ brickies who
were fed a diet of John Keats's
poetry by an pver-enthusiastic tutor.
On complaining to the head of biol-
ogy that every lesson was on Keats,
they were told: “Well lads, by the
end of the course you should know
what a keat is!”’
A.E.SKELTON
LLoughborough, Leics

“‘Liberal Stud-’
ies™ 2, pay 11) reminds me of

Al

!
Southern fla

SIR—Mr Hemplemany
ter, Mayll) was cleg
Union flag designed to
South Pole!

ADAM D‘\RROCII'

Letter writers are requested to give both their work and home telephone numbers

Ddg\q

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

Orange
and
lemons

HE joyous carnival of
ill-will that is the
Orange Prize for fiction

— open to women writers
published in English, and
worth £30,000 — is almost
upon is. And the potential
for pulse-racing rows is even
greater than before

Last year, the chairman of
the judges, Professor Lisa
Jardine, accused lnglish
writers of not being up to
scratch, and generally
slapped contemporary
English literature around a
bit. This ycar, just one
British author — Pauline
Melville — has made the
short-list, which is
dominated by North

Peterborough

American authors. And
there are wails that, despite
being strongly tipped, she
will not be attending the
prizegiving on May 19; this
means, once again, 4 morale-
sapping night for the Brits.

“Things are rather
gloomy,” one insider tclls
me. “There is a lot of angst
in Bloomsbury about why
American women can write
groovy new fiction and why
Brit women cannot. And the
fact that Pauline Melville
won’t be there is rather
awful. There will be no
Union flags on the night.”

“The other short-listees
are all flying in from Canada,
America and Ireland,” an
Orange Prize luminary tells
me. “But, unfortunately,
Pauline’s in Grenada
speaking at a conference.”
Oh dear, oh dear. Perhaps
things may calm down next
year.

Will she like it?

TAFF at the Royal

Shakespeare Company

are wondering if they
have done the right thing.
For, thanks to them, Hillary
Clinton is to receive a very
easily misinterpreted gift
when she attends the G8
summit in Birmingham,
starting today. She will be
given the costume of

Hymen, the god of inarriage.
The costume is a copy of &
Tudor dress and is made of
American blue silk. It was
last worn in 1996 in As You
Like It.

“Hillary had requested a
gift from the RSC,"" a
spokesman tells me, ““but
the joke wasn’t intentional.
It's just ironic. We hope,”
she adds with a gulp, “the
costume will be displayed in
the White House."

THE, battle between smokers
and non-smokers has been
joined by the distinguished
actress and member of the
former group, Jane
Lapotaire. She was in Fowey,
Cornwall the other day, to
address the Du Maurier
Festival. To her profound
and obvious amazement, the
large and airy tent in which
the event was held was
designated ‘‘non-smoking.”’

THERE are few so easily put
out as Radio 4 listeners. And
fans of The Archers are
particularly swift to fly into
ecstasies of rage when
unmarranted changes are
made. Such arage is building
again. For, following news
that the nuomber of characters
in each Archers episode is
dininishing, presumably due
to Birtist frugalily, I am now
told that the number of
minutes in each episode is
also dwindling.

YIS this new episode on
Sunday evening,” I am told
by Archers expert Linda
Tame. “'It's a con. You only
gel 12 manules now instead
of the original 15 because
there is a new three-minute
news broadcast at 2pm. I
you subtract three minutes
from each weekday
episode,” she adds darkly,
“then you end up with
enough for an extra
instalment on Sunday —
without having to spend any
more money.”” Indeed.

Scruffy luvvies

OWLVER glamorous
Hand swanky they may

appear over the next
few days in Cannes, a host of
luminous British
showbusiness types were in
distinctly slovenly mode as ’
they flew off to the festival
yesterday. Rubbing slouched
shoulders on the same flight
from Heathrow were Liz
Hurlev (fresh fmm the

“those knickers' episode at

Henry Dent-Brocklehurst's
wedding), Michael and
Shakira Caine and Dave
Stewart.

Michael was making no
kind of effort at all in an old
baseball cap, and Hurley
herself was in rare non-
attention-secking mode, in
white T-shirt and blue
trousers.

But, as was noted by
passengers, she made one
cunning nod to the
weekend's shenanigans. Her

Easy does it: Liz Hurley and Michael Caine

shoes had a spangled
leopard skin-style pattern —-
exactly the same pattern, in
fact, as “‘those knickers”
Hurley was travelling not
with Hugh Grant, but Oscar-
winning screenwriter

William Goldman. As is only
proper, the plane was soon
echoing to the sound of busy
tongues a-wagging with
speculation about future
joint projects. Isn't Cannes
grand?

Ill-treated: La

in bad bJ

M st
. . i
istinct
causing

Lady AntoniaF|
formidable histt
wife of Harold E
the staff of thel
Nationale in Pa]
She has been
months workin
about Marie An
it appears that
made the hl(lCOI
treating herin a

hand fashion. **
write a Bad Libr,
and put them i lll
declared the ot
rallying lellow(
including Cardu
and John Gumit
cash for the Cat
Library in Lond!
“It's a very ge¢
Lady A confidec
turning indigo a
Paris, | was treg
cross hetween a
terrorist and a ¥
schoolgirl.” Sill}
|
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ROYAL
SHAKESPEARE
COMPANY

7 May 1998

Mrs Hillary Clinton
First Lady of the United States of America

Dear Mrs Clinton

Welcome to the West Midlands, the heart of Shakespeare Country. The Royal
Shakespeare Company has great pleasure in presenting you with this costume
as a memento of your visit, both to Britain, and to our region.

This costume was featured in our recent production of As You Like It and
whilst the main body of the gown was made by a London theatrical costumier,
the Tudor period detail, the wig and the headdress were all added by hand in
our Stratford workshops. We hope that you derive the same pleasure from it as
the thousands of people who have seen in on stage in RSC performances in
Stratford, London and throughout the United Kingdom.

This costume may give you a taste of the finery which will be featured in our
forthcoming production of Henry VIII which will open at the John F Kennedy
Center in Washington on 9 June until the 5 July. I hope that, despite your busy
schedule, you and your family will be able to join us during our residency in the
United States of America where we will be performing five productions in both
New York between 21 May and 7 June and subsequently in Washington.

May I take this opportunity to wish you a successful summit and an enjoyable
stay in our country.

Best wishes -

Yours sincerely

VSR LY ,

ADRIAN NOBLE

Barbican Theatre

PATIRON CHAIRMAN OF THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR PRINCIPAL ASSOCIATE ADVISORY DIRECTION
Her Majesty The Queen COUNCIL Adrian Noble DIRECTOR Joha Barton Harbican Centre
Sir Geoftrey Cans Michael Attenborough David Brierley

PRESIDENT
His Roval Highness

The Prince of Wales

VICE CHAIRMEN
Charles T Flower

Professor Stanley Welk

R, o Peter Brook
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
. Terry Hands
Lynda Farran ’
Trevor Nunn

GENERAL MANAGEIL
Willianmi Weston

Landon EC2Y 38QQ
Telephone: 017) 628 3351
Box Office: 11171 638 8y91
Fax: 11171 374 ORIR

ssted der Roval Charter as The Roval Shakespeare Theatre Stratford-upon-Avon Regstered Chanty No: 212481



