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February 1 7, 1999 

Ms. Missy Darwin Kincaid 
Special Assistant to the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Missy, 

DONNA. KOCIAN 

2500 Stec~: Avenue #27 
Austin, THxas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512--323-9758 

As explained in my enclosed letter ~o The Fin;t Lady, l have hesitated in contacting you 
both out ofrespect for the more serious matters which have recently surrounded the 
The White House. So I apologize Jor the amount of time which has passed in sending my 
thanks for the trouble you went thrnugh to send Jerrie's and my photos with 
The First Lady. 

You will note from the enclosed lener that I will no longer be formally working on Jerrie's 
quest for space. Though this saddens me, the past year of helping in this endeavor has 
been so very rewarding. Your efforts on Jerrie's behalf, which included me, last July in 
The White House will forever be tn::asured. 

Again, thank you for all you have done to help us. I wish you the very best. 

Blessings, 

. . , . .. 
,~~- ,.1.~-tf._ ... ~c,d .... :;,:---;.<7'~'(?( ,·_:?: -;r-:< .... ___ .· 

/! 
/ 



February l 7, 1999 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear First Lady, 

DONN" KOCIAN 
2500 Steel< Avenue #27 

Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

Since the Brown/Glenn launch, I h.rnve hesitated in writing the results of the week's 
activities out of respect for the more serious matters which have surrounded you. 
Though a substantial amount of tir'1e has passed, you will be happy to hear of the positive 
repoir NASA has extended throug "!Out and since the launch activitl.es toward Jerrie, the 
campaign and me. 

Everyone from NASA who has contacted me has been very friendly and open. 
Considering the possibility of politieal overtones, it is my observation on many levels of 
interaction with NASA during this campaign that NASA has done it's best to be honest 
and fair, and to keep the nature of :1olitics out of it's interaction with Jerrie and those of us 
working on the campaign. 

Throughout the week oflaunch media and festivities, NASA was gracious and 
accommodating during Jerrie's pre~::; obligations on site. Because cf Jerrie's press 
obligations the day of the launch, we all viewt:d the launch from tht:: press mound. Jerrie 
received very positive press worldv··ide. As you know, the launch was spectacular! 

Jerrie enjoyed the landing and said \IASA and the press "ere as friendly toward her there 
as they were at the launch. I opted tor a rest in Alaska in lieu of the landing. 

As Jerrie remains available to most only via fax during the little time she is stateside, Bill 
Readdy, Deputy Associate Adminis1trator of Shuttle Operations, and I have been in contact 
concerning a possible similar mission for female medical research. He has reiterated to me 
the context of our meeting with him in July, that if the data from the Brown/Glenn mission 
is positive, NASA will strongly comider a similar mission. 

Unfortunately, I have perceived ways in which the campaign has turned that potentially 
could lead to a negative relationship between the campaign and NASA. Because I believe 
NASA has been fair and straightfonvard in its communication with us, I have decided to 
withdraw my official involvement in llhe campaign 



[t has been a very rewarding year working with Jerrie and the campaign. I still believe 
Jerrie is the most qualified candid.l~te for the research for such a mission. As well, I will 
continue to support her in friendship and spirit. 

Thank you for the time you have ·:::xtended on Jerrie's behalf and continue to extend on a 
daily basis in support of women in all walks oflife. You definitely have my vote. 

As always, blessings to you and y1 1ur family 

Respectfully, 

(; J' , ... -- • ·J ,,. J . >~ .. ,,<- ... , _/ t.:' --'l' •: / _ _.,·' l ,,., ... . ·:,,. ., r"-....-·"" -· 



February I 7, I 999 

Ms. Missy Darwin Kincaid 
Special Assistant to the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Missy, 

DONNA KOCIAN 

2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

As explained in my enclosed letter to The First Lady, I have hesitat·ed in contacting you 
both out of respect for the more serious matters which have recently surrounded the 
The White House. So I apologize for the amount of time which ha:; passed in sending my 
thanks for the trouble you went through to send Jerrie's and my photos with 
The First Lady. 

You will note from the enclosed letter that I will no longer be formally working on Jerrie's 
quest for space. Though this saddens me, the past year of helping i:n this endeavor has 
been so very rewarding. Your efforts on Jerrie's behalf, which included me, last July in 
The White House will forever be treasured. 

Again, thank you for all you have done to help us. I wish you the very best. 

Blessings, 

l 



February 1 7, 1 999 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear First Lady, 

DONNA KOCIAN 

2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

Since the Brown/Glenn launch, r have hesitated in writing the results of the week's 
activities out of respect for the more serious matters which have surrounded you. 
Though a substantial amount of time has passed, you will be happy to hear of the positive 
repair NASA has extended throughout and since the launch activities toward Jerrie, the 
campaign and me. 

Everyone from NASA who has contacted me has been very friendly and open. 
Considering the possibility of political overtones, it is my observation on many levels of 
interaction with NASA during this campaign that NASA has done it's best to be honest 
and fair, and to keep the nature of politics out of it's interaction with Jerrie and those of us 
working on the campaign. 

Throughout the week oflaunch media and festivities, NASA was gracious and 
accommodating during Jerrie's press obligations on site. Because of Jerrie's press 
obligations the day of the launch, we all viewed the launch from the press mound. Jerrie 
received very positive press worldwide. As you know, the launch was spectacular! 

Jerrie enjoyed the landing and said NASA and the press were as friendly toward her there 
as they were at the launch. I opted for a rest in Alaska in lieu of the landing. 

As Jerrie remains available to most only via fax during the little time she is stateside, Bill 
Readdy, Deputy Associate Administrator of Shuttle Operations, and I have been in contact 
concerning a possible similar mission for female medical research. He has reiterated to me 
the context of our meeting with him in July, that if the data from the Brown/Glenn mission 
is positive, NASA will strongly consider a similar mission. 

Unfortunately, I have perceived ways in which the campaign has turned that potentially 
could lead to a negative relationship between the campaign and NASA. Because I believe 
NASA has been fair and straightforward in its communication with us, I have decided to 
withdraw my ·official involvement in the campaign. 



It has been a very rewarding year working with Jerrie and the campaign. I still believe 
Jerrie is the most qualified candidate for the research for such a mission. As well, I will 
continue to support her in friendship and spirit. 

Thank you for the time you have extended on Jerrie's behalf and continue to extend on a 
daily basis in support of women in all walks oflife. You definitely have my vote. 

As always, blessings to you and your family. 

Respectfully, 

()~~~ 





~ ·' i . . ·. . . . ., ~ !·· j i . : : ~ . ;~ - .. . . . 



SUPPORTERS OF JERRIE COBB TO FLY IN SPACE 
(partial list) 

Thousands of people around the world who are signing petitions asking 
NASA to send Jerrie into space. 

60,000 members of the American Association of University Women. 

Ninety Nines, Inc., International Organization of Licernsed Women Pilots. 

National Women's History Project. 

Whirlygirls, Inc. (women helicopter pilots worldwide). 

Pioneer Woman Museum, Women Of The West Museum. 

Women In Aviation, Inc. 

Oklahoma Historical Association. 

Many, many school children, and teachers. 

U. S. Senators: Barbara Boxer, Diane Feinstein, James Inhoff, Don Nickles. 

U. S. Representatives: Dennis Kucinich, Dana Rohrabacher, Dan Miller. 

Women Fly, Inc. 

Dr. Buzz Aldrin, Apollo astronaut, pilot for the first moon landing. 

National Organization For Women (N.0.W). 

Experimental Aircraft Association (E.A.A.) 

Oklahoma Air and Space Museum. 

The Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. 



RECENT COMMENTS ON JERRIE COBB: 

"Jerrie is not a victim, but rather a person of enormous spirit who has risen above 
many obstacles to live a useful and adventuresome life." 

"Jerrie is an untapped national treasure. She is somewhat restrained and reserved, 
but she feels the passion of a missionary when she speaks about her flying and astronaut 
training. When she was denied the right to be the first woman to fly in space, she 
channeled her energies and talents to humanitarian work in the Amazon jungle but never 
gave up her dream of flying in space. She is like a thoroughbred who was never allowed 
to race." 

"As a physician I can tell you that Ms. Cobb is a very healthy individual. As a 
pilot I can tell you that she can fly a plane like it is p;lli of her body and soul. As a 
medical volunteer in Third world countries I can affirm her ability to react to th~ intense 
pressure of new, uncertain, and dangerous situations. As an American I am proud to 
have her as a countryman. We all deserve to see her fly in space." 

"Jerrie believes that space is God's unspoiled world which humans should not 
trespass upon without a feeling of reverence." 

"Jerrie is an American hero who should have been the world's first woman to fly in 
space. \Ve are Aviation and Space Program supporters who bellieve that sending Jerrie 
into space will send a marvelous message to all the world." 

"Jerrie is a shy and private person filled with a love of God, the sky, and a deep 
passion to fly in space for medical and environmental research (world's rain forests)." 

"After reviewing her outstanding background and achienments we stand in awe of 
Jerrie's dedication, determination, and commitment to her dre~uns and goals. There 
seems to be no other person more qualified or worthy of this opportunity." 

"It's logical that a woman would be next and there is no one in America that is 
more qualified and deserving to be in that space shuttle than Je!rrie Cobb." 

"America needs a heroine. NASA needs a heroine. Women throughout the world 
need a heroine. Jerrie is that person. She deserves the opportunity to make her lifelong 
dream come true." 

"Jerrie's is a Cinderella story, the one who stays home while the stepsister returns 
to outer space." 

"Jerrie is the people's astronaut. One of us." 

"Go Jerrie! Go and do what most of us only dream of. Go for us. We're with you 
all the way." 
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FROM D K KOCIAN 

November 1, 1998 

TO: Missy Darwin Kincaid 

RE: Jerrie Cobb 

Dear Missy, 

PHONE NO. 512 323 9758 

DONNA_KOCIAN 

2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

Nov. 02 1998 04:30PM Pl 

T'm !\t"lrt")' T errt r.m1e;ht "P ii~ the cxube.-a..u.;e ... r L1yi.u~ Lv luol}' Ill)' rdo;iuu, .J\lrrl~ Cobb. A3 

you may know, none of us here are_professionals_, simply women helpin_g women. I 
assumed the rumor was correct since it came frnm v<'!rious media, as early back as last 
Thut·~dil:y c'J.L Llit;; l4u.u\;h uut, C!las, lL Wd!'i Ullll UC:. 

. I 

l sincerely apologize for any misunderstanding or complications this may have cause you. 

Sincerely, 
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Ms. Donna Kocian 
2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Dear Ms. Kocian: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 2, 1998 

Thank you for your recent correspondence with the First Lady and your news about the 
invitation to.the launch. Mi-s. Clinton was pleased to learn that Jerrie Cobb had an opportunity to 
discuss first hand with NASA Administrator Dan Goldin the possibility of a future flight 
opportunity. She felt it was important for her to hear directly from Administrator Goldin and get 
the benefit of his views since he will make any final decisions on futW'e flight opportunities 
aboard the Space Shuttle. I understand that Administrator Goldin has followed up on the 
meeting with a letter directly to Ms. Cobb. 

It is our understanding that NASA intends to evaluate the scientific data obtained from 
John Glenn's flight before making any commitments of future flights •Jn aging research. At that 
time, if NASA does proceed with a future flight, I am confident that Ms. Cobb's experience and 
credentials will be an asset in the selection process. 

Please find enclosed photos from the meeting you had with Mrs. Clinton this summer. I 
encourage you to stay in close contact with NASA over the coming months and wish you well. 

Melanne Verveer 
. Chief of Staff 

to the First Lady 
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11102/98 MON 18:56 FAX 202 456 6244 

Ms. Donna Kocian 
2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Dear Ms. Kocian: 

OFC OF THE FIRST LADY 

THE WHITE ·HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 2, 1998 

Thank you for your recent correspondence with the First Lady and your news about the 
invitation to the launch. Mis. Clinton was pleased to learn that Jerrie Cobb had an opportunity to 
discuss first hand with NASA Administrator Dan Goldin the possibility of a future flight 
opportunity. She felt it was important for her to hear directly from Administrator Goldin and get 
the benefit of his views since he will make any final decisions on futme flight opportunities 
aboard the Space Shuttle. I Understand that Administrator Goldin has followed up on the 
meeting with a letter directly to Ms. Cobb. 

It is our understanding that NASA intends to evaluate the scientific data obtained from 
John Glenn's flight before making any commitments of future flights on aging research. At that 
time, if NASA does proceed with a future flight, I am confident that Ms. Cobb's experience and 
credentials will be. an asset in the selection process. 

Please find enclosed photos from the meeting you had with Mrs. Clinton this summer. I 
encourage you to stay in close contact with NASA over the coming months and wish you well. 

Melanne Vervecr 
Chief of Staff 
to the First Lady 

141002 
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October 20, 1998 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear First Lady, 

DONNA KOCIAN 

2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

Please excuse my oversight in not including the referenced material. in my letter earlier 
today which was FedExed under separate cover. 

Blessings, 

f)~ 
L 
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Sept. 25, 1998 
Talking Points 

The followlng Is guidance for questions regarding Jerrie c:::abb•s campaign to 
tty: 

• While Jerrie Cobb is a tremendously accomplished wornen and an 
outstanding aviator, we have no plans at this time to fly people who are not 
NASA astronauts. After STS-95, there is no research In the pipeline 
requiring participation by an older person, or by a person who la not an 
astronaut. 

• The STS-95 mission Includes exploratory, space-based research on aging. 
The scientific community must analyze the data from th11t mission before It 
considers further steps in that eree of research. Right now, we do not have 
support or data from the scientific community that would require additional 
flights for older Americans. We will see where the research from STS-95 
leads. 

• Administrator Goldln met with Miss Cobb. He did not cli:>se the door on the 
possibility of flying another older American, but said NASA cannot consider 
her request at the current time. 

• The Shuttle schedule for the next year focuses on bulldlng the International 
Space Station. The crew members for these complex and demanding 
missions will be selected from the current astronaut corps. 

• For the past three decades, NASA has been working ha1rd to make sure 
there Is a level playing field in the astronaut corps and in the Agency. We 
have launched the first American woman in Space (Sally Ride), the first 
Shuttle pilot (Eiieen Collins) and sent Shannon Lucid to the Space Station 
Mir. 

• On STS-95, the flight Integration manager is a woman (Michele Brekke.) 

• In January 1999, NASA's Eileen Collins will become thE: first woman to 
command a Space Shuttle. Both the flight director (Linda Hamm) and the 
cap com (Susan Stlll) for that mission are women. 

• When NASA announced the decision to fly John Glenn, Administrator Dan 
Goldin said, "There Is only one John Glenn," and made it clear that NASA 
has no plans to fly any other clvlllans. Barbara Morgan is not flying as a 

P.02 
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civilian; she Is In training to become a NASA astronaut and wlll fly as a 
mission speclallst. 

• John Glenn was selected for three very specific reasons. beyond his age: 

1 . 40 years of medical history with NASA 
2. Expertise In geriatric research, and peer-reviewed science package 
3. Previous flight experience as a NASA astronaut 

• The 1960 program that Jerrie Cobb participated in was not a NASA program 
nor was it funded by NASA. It was privately funded by Jacqueline Cochran, 
the famous American aviatrix, and administered by Dr. \Miiiam Randolf 
Lovelace, an Arizona physician. 

• Dr. Lovelace helped develop the physical fitness reglme~n to select the 
original "Mercury Sevenn astronauts. In 1960, on his own Initiative, 
Dr. Lovelace Invited Jerrie Cobb to undergo the same plnyslcal and 
psychological fitness testing regimen, but the teats wer1:! not sponsored nor 
sanctioned by NASA. 

• The tests were only medical tests and did not include the same training 
given to NASA astronauts. In fact, when Miss Cobb's bl,:>graphy came out In 
1962, Hugh Dryden, NASA's Deputy Administrator, wrotu a letter to correct 
the story: 

"The truth of the matter Is that Dr. W. Randolph Lovelace, followlng his 
examination of astronaut candidates for NASA, on his own responsibility 
and Initiative, carried out the same series of tests on Miss Cobb, and I 
believe others," wrote Dryden in a letter dated June 18, 1962. "The 
series of qualifying tests carried out by Or. Lovelace were only a small 
part of the process of selection and training of astronauts by NASA." 

• A book titled "Amelia Earhart's Daughters, notes that "L•)Velace was not In 
NASA's employ, the testing was not NASA's, and there 13xlsted no plans to 
put a woman into space, let alone an astronaut training program for women, 
but the newspapers regarded all these matters as details so minor as to be 
almost unworthy of mention." 

• Miss Cobb was never a NASA astronaut trainee (nor has she ever applied to 
become an astronaut). 

• NASA was in no way involved with any part of Or. Lovelace's program to 
evaluate woman as potential astronauts. 

P.03 
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October 20, 1998 

Ms. Missy Darwin Kincaid 
Special Assistant to the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Kincaid, 

DONNA KOCIAN 

2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

Jerrie Cobb and I met you and Mrs. Clinton at the White House on July 29. So far, 
neither of us have received the photos which were taken by the staff photographer. 
When one of the NBC Dateline producers contacted the White House in search of copies 
of the pictures, she said they had difficulty finding them, but did have success. 

I understand how busy you all must be these days so I was not con·~emed about eventually 
receiving copies of the photos, until I spoke with NBC. 

Could you possibly send a copy of my picture with The First Lady to the above address, 
and a copy of Jerrie Cobb's picture to her at the following address: The Jerrie Cobb 
Foundation, 1008 Beach Blvd., Sun City Center, Florida 33573. 

Thank you again for your trouble. Jerrie and I fondly remember th'~ tour you so kindly 
gave us. 

Blessings, 

. 

/) 
~ 



October 20, 1998 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear First Lady, 

DONNA KOCIAN 

2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

I thought you would be interested in the latest update with Jerrie Cobb and NASA. Jerrie 
and the other 12 women who comprise the "Mercury 13" received invitations this week 
for John Glenn's launch. We are learning the power of public and private pressure. Once 
again, thank you so much for your interest and support of Jerrie. With our combined 
efforts, hopefully we will all be watching her lift off soon! 

The good news for the campaign is the continuing interest from tht:: press. Requests 
continue to flood Jerrie's fax every day. Jerrie has a full week of press scheduled prior to 
the John Glenn launch in Cocoa Beach and at the Cape. We will all be arriving sometime 
Monday. 

I am enclosing additional information on Jerrie, which I thought would interest you. It 
was great fun for me to learn about, since I have been a flight attendant with American for 
18 years' Her life continues to amaze and inspire me! 

Thank you again for all you have done and continue to strive for to promote women in our 
world. 

You and your family remain in my daily prayers. 

God bless you. 

~~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~v\u~ ~~ 
~ ~ (MA ~ vv.vX -

( (61 (_,, <6\N__ c ~ c ,..LA · j.- \zs1 url-
- " -· - - - -- - - \ l - - . 

~ ~~ o_Q_Q_ W>J tu 'o(_ 

lf\l\..,l,~~ ~ €~ t e.-~ 
~~~J 

~i~~v~~ 
-kb~~~ 
(? e.vr If M tNJ ~{>Ace-~ 

.... ,. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY 

TO Q~tj l,J.)i\Yw;{L 

FAX NUMBER: 3~ · 1:'?.fi£' 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: 3s2J. \ 1"l{-L{ 

~~-'-"------=-----"----4.r-------

PAGES SENT INCLUDING COVER SHEET ID --:-------

DATE: ~Zo~1MS 

FROM: Missy Kincaid. Special Assistant to the First Lady 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: (202) 456-6321 FAX NUMBER: (202) 456-6771 

MESSAGE: 

~Jµ {11-~ 012 ~~MTu, V\AL {(.: 

~; e.A'.61&. \1: l~ lMu- v->d.Q £~~Jn~ 
ulli ~ \&Atw' ~ ~{~\Kf.J.f/~~ 
gwk-tv'{N< wYt1 ~· 



Ms. Donna Kocian 
2500 Steck A venue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Dear Ms. Kocian: 

Thank you for your recent correspondence with the First Lady. She was pleased to learn that Ms. 
Jerrie Cobb had an opportunity to discuss first hand with NASA Administrator Dan Goldin the 
possibility of a future flight opportunity. She felt it was important for her to hear directly from 
Administrator Goldin and get the benefit of his views since he will make any final decisions on 
future flight opportunities aboard the Space Shuttle. I understand that Administrator Goldin has 
followed up on the meeting with a letter directly to Ms. Cobb. 

It is our understanding that NASA intends to evaluate the scientific data obtained from John 
Glenn's upcoming flight before making any commitments of future flights on aging research. At 
that time, if NASA does proceed with a future flight, I am confident that Ms. Cobb's experience 
and credentials will be an asset in the selection process. It is also my understanding that NASA 
has invited Ms. Cobb to the launch later this month. I have asked them to contact you about the 
invitation, as your letters imply that Ms. Cobb has not been invited. 

Please find enclosed photos from the meeting you had with Mrs. Clint,Jn this summer. 
encourage you to stay in close contact with NASA over the coming months and wish you well in 
your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
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Dear Donna: 

I was pleased to learn that Ms. Jerrie Cobb had an opportunity to discuss first hand with 
NASA Administrator Dan Goldin the possibility of a future flight opportunity. I felt it was 
important for her to hear directly from Dan Goldin and get the benefit of his views since he will 
make any final decisions on future flight opportunities aboard the Spa-:e Shuttle. I know that Dan 
has followed up on the meeting with a letter directly to Ms. Cobb. 

It is my understanding that NASA intends to evaluate the scientific data obtained from John 
Glenn's upcoming flight before making any commitments of future flights on aging research. At 
that time, if NASA does proceed with a future flight, I am confident that 
Ms. Cobb's experience and credentials will be an asset in the selection process. 

I would encourage you to stay in close contact with NASA over 1:he coming months and wish 
you well in your efforts. 

Sincerely, · 

HRC 



September 30, 1998 

DONNA KOCIAN 

2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

First Lady Hillary Rodham-Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

Jerrie Cobb and I would like to thank you for asking Dan Goldin to meet with her. We 
thought you might like to know the outcome of the meeting as wdl as the progress being 
made with her campaign, since we met with you in July. 

Jerrie was asked to see Mr. Goldin along with two of his colleague~; on September 8. 
Jerrie told me that he began the meeting by telling her that you had requested he see her. 
He then went on to say, "Tell me about yourself. I know nothing about you - who you are 
or why you are here." Though gracious, he told her she was "too young" for the 
research, he has enough astronauts and doesn't even know how he will accommodate 
various people from other countries to whom the President has promised a seat on the 
shuttle. He appeared defensive about his support of women in the ~:pace program.* 

There was no decision to be made, we were continuing this campaign. This week, Jerrie 
and I were in Ponca City, Oklahoma for the Grand Reopening ofth•e Pioneer Woman 
Museum. Jerrie is a recipient of that award and was honored along with Clara Lupper. 
The week and weekend were comprised of interviews with People Magazine, CNN (Miles 
O'Brien), CBS Sunday Morning (Charles Osgood) and NBC Dateline (Sara James). Over 
2,000 people were in attendance at the museum reopening. It was there that, prior to 
honoring Jerrie, Senator lnhofe (R-OK) announced the following message from Dan 
Goldin: 

"(f everything goes well and the data comes in after the John Glenn senior citizen space 
.fiight and the data works out, we will he doing it again. It is logical that a woman would 
he next and there is no one in America more qualified and desen1ing to be in that !;pace 
shuttle than Jerrie Cobb." 

Stunned does not adequately describe what we felt, though we are approaching this with 
cautious optimism. I have my doubts as to sincerity vs public relations, as Jerrie 
has not even received an invitation from NASA to Sen. Glenn's launch. Doesn't there 

seem to be some contradiction here? 

0 
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Being space buffs, we have planned on going to Sen. Glenn's launch before her campaign 
was even off the ground. We are each bringing a friend, a "girls" vacation, "NIP" view 
from one of the beaches (Non Important People) and plan to make a day of it! 

Mrs. Clinton, the beauty of this entire campaign is that it started without Jerrie even 
knowing about it. It is entirely grass roots. Every aspect of this is purely volunteer. It has 
a life of it's own. She is the people's astronaut. 

Jerrie has interviews scheduled this week with German TV, Canadian Radio (international 
broadcast) and NBC Nightly News. 

Jerrie wanted so much to continue to honor your advice and stay out of the press as long 
as she could. There is no one whose perspective we respect more than yours and we 
would be honored if you could offer further direction. 

With life pulling you from all directions, we certainly appreciate your time and the sincere 
effort and consideration you have given to Jerrie's quest for women's research. 

God bless you. 

Respectfully, 

/J~ 
' 

l 

* 133 US Astronauts: I 03 male, 29 female: 45 male pilots, 3 female pilots. (Includes the 
current class. Source - NASA web site.) 

0 



October 15, 1998 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear First Lady, 

DONNA KOCIAN 

2500 Steck Avenue #27 
Austin, Texas 78757 

Telephone 512-323-9282 
Fax 512-323-9758 

Email IORGAl.@aolxom 

I thought you might like to know of upcoming national and international news stories 
concerning Jerrie Cobb's quest for space, as well as give you an update. 

October 12 - People Magazine (dated October 19), Jerrie on page 66 
October 25 - CBS Sunday Morning with Charles Osgood 
October 28 - CNN Newsstand with Miles O'Brien 
October 28 - NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw 
October 28 - NBC Dateline 
October 29 - NBC The Today Show (from the Cape) 

Internationally, German Television, Pulitzer Broadcasting and Canadian Radio have all 
interviewed Jerrie and are preparing stories for broadcast. 

We have continued to proceed with cautious optimism concerning Dan Goldin's promising 
words last month in Oklahoma, which I told you about in my previous letter to you. We 
are concerned that Mr. Goldin is now refusing requests for interviews from the major 
newscasters concerning his consideration of Jerrie for a mission, and referring all press to 
his public relations department. 

As well, the press and many of Jerrie's supporters have noticed that Jerrie has not been 
invited to Senator Glenn's launch - somewhat of a contradiction to Mr. Goldin considering 
Jerrie if all goes will with the Glenn launch. (Jerrie has asked me to clarify that she is not 
asking for an invitation. She is very happy for Senator Glenn and will be wishing him well 
with us from the beach.) 

The petition campaign continues with full force. We are delighted and thankful! 

As always, we appreciate your attention and support of Jerrie's que!•t and I look forward 
to your response. 



God's blessing, 

IJ~ 



Missy Darwin Kincaid 
Special Assistant To The First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Kincaid; 

October l. 9, 1998 

I just thought I would check with you to see if Mrs. Clinton received the scrapbook sent her 
in August about Jerrie's quest to fly in space. It was never acknowledged, so we wonder if she 
even received it. It was sent via Fedex, and I still have the receipt. 

Thank you again for arranging for Jerrie to meet with Mrs. Clinton in July. It was certainly 
a highlight of her life, and she would deeply appreciate copies of thi! pictures taken. 

Jerrie will be at Cape Kennedy next week (Motel 6, 407-783-3103) to wave John Glenn off 
on his second space flight. Wouldn't it be great if Mrs. Clinton, or the President, would make the 
announcement that Jerrie will be on the next space flight? That would certainly brighten a lot of 
hearts, and bring many cheers! 

Enclose is NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin's latest statement on Jerrie. And a list of 
national TV shows scheduling stories about Jerrie's fantastic flying career. With all the interest, 
somehow, some way, it's all going come together and Jerrie's going get the space flight promised 
her 40 years ago. Like Amelia Earhart, Jerrie is a great role model, and inspiration to many. 
Thank you again for all you are doing to help Jerrie's dream come true. 

Sincerely, 

Ruth Lummis 
Jerrie Cobb Foundation, Inc. 
1008 Beach Blvd. 
Sun City Center, FL 33573-5405 
Fax: 813.634.2606 



Stories to air about Jerrie Cobb: 

Thursday, Oct. 22 Inside Edition (Fox) 
Sunday, Oct. 25 CBS Sunday Morning News with Charles Osgood. 
Sunday, Oct. 25 CNN Time Newsstand with Miles 0 'Brian 
Monday, Oct. 26 ....... Newschannel 2 Orlando (Pulitzer Broadcasting). 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 CBS This Morning will have Jerrie on live from Cape Kennedy. 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw. 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 NBC Dateline. 
Thursday, Oct. 29 NBC TODAY SHOW will have Jerrie on live from the Cape. 
Thursday, Oct. 29 FOX News. 

German T.V. filmed Jerrie for release in Germany, France, and throughout Europe. 
Asahi National Broadcasting will air a film on Jerrie throughout Japan and the Far East. 
Newsday, Philadelphia Inquirer, Baltimore Sun, Boston Globe have stories on Jerrie. 
People Magazine, has a three page story on Jerrie in the October 19 issue. 
British Broadcasting Corporation is filming a story on Jerrie. 
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T.HE PIONEER WOMAN Museun1 was officially 011ened Blake Wade, Oklahoma Historical :>ociety executive is shown in the 
\vith a ribbon cutting Saturday by Lt. Gov. Mary Fallin. Having a background. Day-long festivities were helil at the museum am! on 
part i1' the ceremony were Jerrie Cobb, left, an honoree: Sen. Jim grounds of the Pioneer Woman Sta;lue. (News Photo by Louise Aber­
lnhofo;_Fallin: Sen. Don Nickles, and Clara l.uper, another honoree. crombie) 

PiOneer Woman Museum 
Re~c»pe·n !l~or,w1t 11~-a ~p-1 our IS,;fi- ~ 

By LOUISE ABERCROMBIE 
,. News Staff Writer 

r wo· highlights dominated the grand open­
ingecremony of the newly expandecl Pio­

icer Woman Museum on Saturday Both 
1ighlights featured the two women to be 
10.nured .ferric Cobb, aviatrix. and Clara 
.uper, civil rights leader. · 

.Jerrie Cobb 
First came Sen. lnhofe. who mentione·d 

hat he and Jefrie Cobb shared a love of avi-· 
lion, 'iuid that as he was in the Chicago air­
•ort waiting tony back to Oklahoma he got a 
.age from NASA Administrator Don G!~.l.c\~1.1, 
1ho knew that he was coming to Pon'C'a City 
~~ . 
Golden asked that lnhlife announce to the· 
coplc in attendance at the opening cere-
10nies that "if evcrylhin·g.gocs well 'and the 
ati1 comes in arter the .John Glenn senior· 
itizen space night and the data works out, 
;e\11 -be doing it <1gain. Its logical that a . 
.. o.imir.lkoulct be next and there is no 0·niU'iij 
)b~~r!_ca lliat is ·more qua! i fied and deseFv: 

ing,,to be. in, that space shuttle than Jerrie. 
Cobb." . . . ' ... , ... 

This brought a big smile and a hug for the· 
senator from Cobb and a standing ovation 
from the crowd uf nearly 2,000, who were 
seated in the open ·and also under tents. 
Cobb is from Ponca City. · 
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f:f OpeJn Space 
<' . .' . . : . ,. . . 
:; . 
:1 By. A'.n.D.. DeFran,ge 
~:· ' . ; Staff Writer' 
·;;:;BARTLESvtiJLE ~ Where Jerrie Cobb has lived 
tc)r.ithree;:decades, high-tech is a dart blower. Modern 
t;ransportation i.Sa canoe. 
;, The primitive~•:People '.she lives with care consider­
ably inore. about feeding themselves every day than 
they do about rocket science . 
. It's a life she chose. · 
. So, when she lifted above the jungle roof and flew 
home, to North America and finally to Oklahoma, it 
was indeed a culture shock to find on her doorstep 
film crews and· rep6rters from CNN. NBC Dateline, 
.CBS;News,.People magazine and a German television 
stair. They followed her around through this weekend 
while she .was an honoree at the opening of the reno-. 
vated.-Pfoheei:Woman· Museum· iri Ponca··City and 
stai"red'at'a fly-in· at'Bar:tlesville Municipal Airport. · · 
. :.~uddE!nl~~.~ez:r1~. •Cobb ~is ·.~}l\~<!~f..,d.~W1:~.!J.S~.~;r}J,9t:--:; , :·~. • 
news. Shes ·a .Cmderella· story; the one who stays, a.·.,. _.,.~. . .. 
hp~e while t~e}t_e~s!,ste~ returns.to out~r-space. · · ;: .. ~ ~~:i.,~ ·:~~-J:t~:;;~~ 
. ,.-Smee last . sprmg? w.lien. NA$A ann_~mJ.g~R-.,~ep,, ,.,. "f.I'~:...'-, 0 · •• i.-~1~ ·" . ·,,.'~~~:,: · • 1 

John Glel111, ~ form~r. astron~ut,: would· Joip-\a, SP,ace ·. ''$!~\~·. ~ . ,, i~Y- ._ ~~-:!-~ ;·1·- , f 
shuttle .crew m~_Octqber, special mterest groups.ap.d 4 . 'a.oh" •. ,, .. --" i(;f.: .-.... ::-.'i.·.~:11 !4~.'~~~~,' 1 • 

individua,ls acrossJJi'e~United States;have~petitioqed,:~ ~· .:s: ·\) -:: ·,.<' .',".·. 'c_.• .... ,'Sl.\i:-'.1~";.~~ . .''.~~~.1\.~-~_;, ·:,,-1.;;'-G ·~'~'.~~··;'~/!:">A':,!·~:·:~·; L "., '·. .. • • -~t.oll~'lijil~;~o8?•:• 
Cpngr~~s to. ~en.~· J~i:;rie Cobb on her fir~t fliglit; one. Jerrie Cobb show's her e"nth.~~las~.a'~~ut:slttlng ~n .the'\~c~pl~ of a yln~~t!~PI~~~ Cub at"B~rtle,i.i~~'f•:M~i:tl~ i~<; 
~p~ ~1~sed t~.e ~1:fS,tt~e Gl~nn launched ~t? spac~·.~· ,d~"l~A~p~rt'. ~~tJl!!t~~l~~j~~d.!!e .8~.!.!J.mer.att(tr high scllool gra~~~tlo~,.~aa._~i;t.au,ch a P!•n~, ~r;~J?!lng_._c!'· ,~ 
. -J?etitiqn: .disb'J,bU!ors .: estllnate the :Petitions now cus announcementa:.over. amall.:Oklalioma. to.wns. She la fighting :!9r -~ ;a~at ·.on. a apace ,ahuttle,"a :)~~.;ah·.~ 
., .: · See:COJ;m. Page _3--~---- missed out o"! ~e,arly ~ ye'ar~,ago. " · · · " · ·~ ~" · ........ · · ... .. 1: . -.- ·:·[/ ~;~·-. :. l. 
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THE SUNDAY OKLAHOMAN ·Section A September 21, 199a 3 traveling for research on -geriatrics--in-th~ 
• • weightless conditions that enhance medical 

Cobb-------~-~~--------~--~~~~~~~-~-~~.w~~~~th~~~~~dthat 
. - women will age within the work conditions of 

the international space station and need tests 

---------

From Page 1-A 
carry nearly 25,000 names. 

At 67, Cobb is a slight woman, her muscles 
wiry and her skin baked by tropical sun, her 
hair the honey-blond it was when the media 
first noticed her. An easy laugh hides a basic 
shyness. But she is, she says quickly, ready. 

She has stayed ready. She can pass the fit-
ness tests. She can fly. . 

The Oklahoma native has been flying since 
her father ·taught her when she was 12. She was 
licensed at age 16 and went directly from high 
school to professional aviation. She set records 
for speed and altitude and took the controls of 
nearly every flying machine invented by man. 

In 1961, while NASA was selecting and train­
ing the first set of astronauts, the men of Mer­
cury 7, a group of female pilots underwent the 
~me test~ng and training the men were being 
given .. Thirteen of them met the qualifications 
for bemg astronauts. Cobb scored in the top 2 
percent of the men and women. . 

Supported by the testimony of new astronaut 
Glenn, Congress determined that women were 
not fit to fly in space. They required that astro­
nauts have jet pilot experience, but women 
were not pennitted to fly military jets, the only 
way they could get that experience. 

Glenn went into orbit around the Earth. Cobb 
went to Central and South· America, where she 
was a bush pilot-missionary discovering and 
serving tt:mute Indian villages in the jungles. 
For most of 35 years, she has lived with the 
primitive villagers. They ·sleep in hammocks 
under a communal shelter; they bathe in riv­
ers; they hunt their food in the jungle trees. 
She flies in antibiotics and sometimes seeds 
and, always, hope. 

That's w~ere she was six months ago, so she 
knew nothing about Glenn returning to space 
for geriatric research. · 

"We don't get any news in Amazonia" she 
said. "We don't even have electricity. I' came 
home in March for routine maintenance on my 
plane." 

A friend in Florida hOids m-ail for Cobb's in­
frequent visits back. Among the stacks, this 
time she found "a very small, two-paragraph 
note from Fresno State College in California 
saying NASA was sending Glenn into space." It 
was from Don Dorough, a history professor 
whose research had established that a qualified 
Cobb was denied a space shot on the basis of 
her gender, and Glenn was going again. He en­
listed a feminist history group to help promote 
Cobb's cause. 

"The second paragraph said some women's 
group out there said Jerrie Cobb should be con­
sidered. I thought maybe this was a new 
chance. They asked for my permission to start 
this campaign. I couldn't say yes fast enough. 

"It's a dream I've held onto for 40 years ... 
and it just might be coming true. It's just part 
of being a pilot. You always want to go farther, 
higher, faster, out of the space around this 
world and to the planets." 

By summer, the campaign was on its way 
without her. Strangers were contacting Con­
gress and NASA on her behalf. T-shirts and 
caps that announce "Women Fly" are being 
worn. Groups are signing on as quickly as they 
learn about this forgotten pilot. 

In Ponca City this weekend, in the town she 
calls home, people stood in line to sign the peti­
tion. 

One of her first acts in March was to write 
Glenn, offering congratulations and seeking his 
support for her selection to a flight. Three 
months later, she dropped in on him in Wash­
ington. They talked about his training; he 
evaded her question. 

She's not angry. "John's just John," she says 
of a fellow pilot. 

Not so the NASA- official she metearlier this 
month. Daniel Goldin, who is in charge of as­
tronaut selection and to whom the petitions 
have been addressed, summoned her, she said. 

"My hopes soared on that news. I spent days 
and nights making notes." 

He didn't want the notes, and he didn't want 
her, she quickly realized. He admitted he had 
invited her "because Mrs. Clinton asked him 
to. He said he didn't need any more astronauts. 
They had enough. It was the same as it was 40 
years ago." 

Fnr nnr". c:h" rriP.rl ... ;i littlfl 

appropriate to them. 
Cobb is not bitter about the attitudes that 

have survived for 40 years. She just wants 
someone to understand the irrationality of it. 

"It's not a woman thing at all. It's a woman 
thing with NASA. 

"Back in the early days of aviation in the 
'20s and '30s, women were all over th~ place 
setting all kinds of records. Women had mor~ 
opportunities in aviation in the '20s and '30s 
than they do in space." 

. She has followed the space flights and has 
timed _her r~turns to the United States for them. 
She will be m Florida for Glenn's flight in Octo-
ber, although she hasn't been invited. · 

And because it takes faith just to fly, she has 
enou~ to support this so-far disappointing 
campaign. 

"It feels so right. There's some way to get this 
to come together. I'm going to get to go.·· 
Sh~ will have plenty of reasons for flying out 

of this world: 
. For the thousands of names that strangers 

signed on papers going to Washington, D.C. 
For her beloved "Okies," whom she always 

~omes ~om~ t~: and those qualities she calls 
a!l 0~1e thmg. One of them is stubborn deter­

mmat10n. 
For the historians who wanted to tilt history 

back on an even keel. 
For the fifth-grade girls in Boston who wrote 

letters to their senators and their president. 
ruf ihe Mercury 13 women who always 

watched from the ground. 
For the Tulsan who brought his vintage 

Piper Cub ~o Bartlesville for the fly-in; he 
loaned her his treasured plane, and he gave her 
his story about the license he finally got at age 
57. 

For every woman who won't be dismissed be­
cause she's 67, because, whatever flying means 
to her, she knows she can still do it. 

And perhaps, for a village tucked away in a 
jungle where the people have never heard of 
space ships, only of a small, golden-haired 
woman who brings them hope. 

But finally, in the long run, this flight, if it 
happens, is for Cobb. It's the one she's been 
waiting for all her life. "I'm a pilot. This is the 
ultimate flight." 
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' For more information contact: Jerrie Cobb Foundatiot Inc. 
Fax: (813) 634-2601! 

JERRIE COBB ••• FACT SHl~ET 
, . I! 

• Bom Mardi 5, 1931 In Nonnan, Oklahoma. Ii 

* Learns to fly in a bi-wing Waco at age 12. Works al small country 
airports after school, weekends to gain flying experi,ence and learn 
mechanics. 

* Barnstorms around the Great Plains in a Piper J-3 Clllb at age 16. 

* Professional pilot at age 18. Flying jobs include pip1eline patrol, charter 
flying, teaching men to fly, crop dusting, teaching g1round school. 

* As an International ferry pilot flies USAF military fighters and bombers to 
foreign gov~mments around the world. 19 51-19 5 5 .. 

* flying as test pilot sets four world aviation records f'or speed, distance, 
altitude(2).: 1957-1960 

* One of the world's top pilots, Jerrie is selected in IS159 to be the first 
woman to take the Mercury astronaut selection tests. She passes all 
three phases of grueling astronaut tests, qualifying as America's first 
woman astronaut at age 29, three years before Russ:ia sent the world's 
first woman into space. 

* James Webb, Administrator, NASA, appoints Jerrie a consultant ( 1961 }. 

* Testifies at a Congressional hearing called to find out why U.S. women 
are not allowed to fly in space( 1962). 

* Biography published "Woman Into Space: The Jerrie Cobb Story" 1963 

* Thirty·frve years flying as a jungle pilot/missionary in the Amazon rain 
forest of S~uth America serving the primitive peopl•! ( 1963-1998). 

* Honored by the governments of France, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Brazil 
for humanitarian flying. 

* Awarded Harmon Trophy for world's best woman pilot by President 
Nixon in White House Ceremony. ( 1973) 

* Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize. ( 1981 } 

* "Jerrie Cobb, Solo Pilot" published ( 1997.} 
"The story of a courageous woman with an extraordinary talent for flying, 

who chose not to exploit it, but rather to use it in serving others." 
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* Cobb's achievements include: 

I ~ 
'I 
11 ,, 

I' 
*Awarded Amelia Earhart Gold Medal of Achieve:ment. 

I'. *Named Woman of the Year in Aviation. 
1! 

*Receives Amelia Earhart Memorial Award. :: 
*Named Pilot of the Year by the National Pilots 'Association. 
*Fourth American to be awarded the Gold Wings of the Federacion 

Aeronautique Internationale, Paris, France. 
*Named 'Captain of Achievement by the International Academy of 

Achievement. 
*One of. nine women selected by Life Magazine as the "100 most 
impo~nt young people in the United States. 

*Serves fwe years as consultant to Federal Aviati1()n Administration. 
I , 

*Selected by the Mercury Astronaut Selection Team to be the first, 
and only, woman to undergo and successfully pus all three phases 

I 

of Mercury astronaut tests ( 1960). 
*Appointed consultant to NASA by James Webb,, Administrator. 
*Testifies in Congressional hearings on women as astronauts. 
*Awarded Captain rank, Pilot Wings as the first 1:ivilian ever given 

honorary rank in the Colombian Air Force. 
*Receives Lady Hay Drummond - Jessie R. Chamlberlin Trophy for 

"humanitarian flying in Amazonas helping the primitive tribes." 
*Honored by the government of Ecuador for "pfoneering new air 

routes over the Andes mountains and Amazon jungle." 
*Honored by governments of France, Brasil, Pen1. 
*Awarded the Harmon International Trophy for "the world's best 

woman pilot" by President Nixon at White Hol!lse ceremony. 
*Receive$ the Bishop Wright Air Industry Award for her 
"humanitarian contributions to modem aviation. " 

*Inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame as "tl~e most outstanding 
aviatrix in the United States." 
*Honored by the Amazonas Comisaria for "life-saving jungle flights." 
*Receives Pioneer Woman Award for her "couraneous frontier spirit 

flying over Amazon jungle serving primitive Indian tribes. II 
*Inducted into the Oklahoma Aviation and SpaCE! Hall of Fame. 
*Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize. /: 
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When dreams become reality ... 

*Women Fly 

Jerrie Cobb 
"Living is full of risks. Sometimes we have to just start' out, 

with nothing to go on but blind faith. " 

Jerrie was determined to fly. She fell in love with flying when she discovered the 
freedom of flight from the back seat of a 1936 Waco bi-wing airpilane. She left the planet 
Earth for the first time and, in a way, forever, never looking back. She was 12 years old. 

Determined to devote her life to the sky, Jerrie spent every free moment working 
odd jobs at small co~ntry airports to learn the basics of flight and mechanics. At sixteen, 
Jerrie was barnstorming around the Great Plains in a Piper J-3 Cub, dropping leaflets 
announcing the arriVal of a one-elephant circus. Jerrie was in heir glory. She slept under 
the Cub's wing at night and scraped together extra gas money to practice her flying by 
giving rides. 

On her eighteenth birthday Jerrie received her Commercial pilot's license and went 
looking for a flying job, next to impossible to get for a woman pilot. Ironically, the 
perfect freedom Jerrie experienced in the sky conflicted regularly with the discrimination 
she endured on the ground. With lots of male pilots available after World War II, no one 
wanted to hire a woman pilot, so she took the tough flying jobs the guys didn't want, like 
crop-dusting, and pipeline patrol. She went on to earn her Multi-·Engine, Instrument, 
Flight Instructor, G~ound Instructor Ratings as well as her Airline Transport License. 

At nineteen Jerrie was teaching men how to fly. By twenty-one she was delivering 
sleek military fighters and four-engine bombers to foreign Air Forces around the world, 
well on her way to becoming one of the world's top pilots. 

Never one to go slow, Jerrie set new world aviation records for speed, distance and 
absolute altitude while still in her twenties. She was the first woman to fly in the world's 
largest air exposition, the Salon Aeronautique Internacional in Paris, France. Her fellow 

'I 

airmen named her Pilot Of The Year, and awarded her the Amelia Earhart Gold Medal 
of Achievement. Life Magazine named her one of nine women of the "100 most important 
young people in the United States. 
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In the infancy of the space age when America began selectfng her first astronauts 
I 

in 1959, Jerrie was selected to be the first woman to undergo the l~ercury astronaut 
selection tests. After weeks of grueling tests, Jerrie passed all th~ee phases with flying 
colors, qualifying as America's first, and only, woman astronaut ~at age 29. 

The Administrator of NASA appointed Jerrie a consultant to the nation's space 
program in May 1961, but kept her grounded for three years when politics entered the 
space race. In a devastating and unexpected blow Jerrie was dernled the opportunity to be 
the first woman in the world to fly in space. NASA initiated a new requirement for 
astronauts, military Jet test pilot experience, eliminating all womtn since women were not 
allowed to fly in the military until many years later. 

In 1963 a Cortgressional hearing was called for Jerrie to testify about the astronaut 
qualifications that made it impossible for women to fly in space. NASA sent America's 
favorite space heros John Glenn and Scott Carpenter to testify against her. When Glenn 
testified that "men go off and fight the wars and fly the airplanes and come back and 
design and build and test them. The fact that women are not in this field is a fact of our 
social order." she found it unbelievable. But she knew her dream was lost. 

Jerrie Cobb set her disappointment aside and chose to use her flying talent to serve 
the indigenous people of the Amazon rain forest. For the past 35 years Jerrie has found 
joy and delight in flying over the enormous uncharted jungle, bringing hope, seeds, and 
help to her primitive friends. 

Jerrie has been honored by the governments of France, Brazil, Colombia, Peru 
and Ecuador. President Nixon awarded her the Harmon Trophy as the top woman pilot 
in the world. For her humanitarian work in the Amazon jungle, she has been nominated 
for the Nobel Peace Prize. Jerrie is a courageous woman with an extraordinary talent for 
flying, who chose not to exploit it, but rather to use it in serving others. 

Jerrie's fabulous flying career spanning 55 years has been a rich tapestry of 
adventure, but still she hopes to fulfill her lifelong dream of flyin;g in space. Recently, 
Senator John Glenn .convinced NASA to send him into space for the second time, to study 
the effects of aging. . We believe there is a more suitable a11d deserving candidate still 
waiting for her first space mission. It is high time NASA recognizes the contributions that 
Jerrie Cobb has made to aviation and space by extending her a long overdue assignment 
to fly on a space shuttle mission. 
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. ~Jerrie is highly qualified to fly i~ ·space. _She would be an asset to any spac~ . 
. mission~· -~At ·~ge 67, Jerrie is in excellent p~ysicAf -~onditiort ·and ·still fli~:. professlon~l)'. _ 
over the headwaters of the Amazon rain forest, landscape almost.as remote as the moc;m. 
·She has o~~r 55,000 hours of fl~g 'e~periences (ten tlfue8 ·m()re that ,John Glerin)Jn,.all .. 
types of aircr~ft. ,She has waited-38 years for her di-earn to cQnte.tr~~~ Like Amelfa ... -. · ·. 

··Earhart; Jerneis a great role model, and an inspiration to many ofus. In her .. own · . · .. : 
.,...:.. ~;mpassfone~-\T·or:ds; Jen-ie states tht obvious, !T d give my iife to fly in space. -l would,·-. 

h~ve_ then~ and l will now." 

*************************************************** 

*_Women Fly is honored to support Jerrie Cobb in her quest to become an 
·astronaut. We believe the United States of America now has the perfect opportunity to 
iightthis wrong. Please join us ahd help turn Jerrie's dream into a reality. 

• ."i 
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August 2, 1998 

Ms. Missy Darwin Kincaid 

THE JERRIE COBB FOUNDATION 

1008 Beach Blvd. 
Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

Fax 813-634-2606 

Special Assistant to the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Kincaid, 

Thank you very much for your efforts in scheduling an appointment with the First Lady 
last Wednesday on behalf of Jerrie Cobb. 

I realize how many requests you must receive each day, and how extraordinarily busy your 
days must be. Needless to say, it was a most memorable moment for us both. 

As well, we both thoroughly enjoyed your tour and appreciate your kindness and 
attention. 

Sincerely, 

P~ 
Donna Kocian 

/~'\fit/ CILV\\J_ 'tri 
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August 2, 1998 

THE JERRIE COBB FOUNDATION 

1008 Beach Blvd. 
Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

Fax 813-634-2606 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

I want to thank you for seeing Jerrie Cobb and me last Wednesday, and for your attention 
to the efforts being made to allow Jerrie a seat on the space shuttle. 

You asked me to gather information about Jerrie and forward it to you. Jerrie and I were 
scheduled to go through her files today and forward all applicable information to you. 
Unfortunately, she was called home to Oklahoma on a family emergency this weekend. 

As soon as Jerrie is able to leave Oklahoma again, we will gather the information and 
forward it to you. As well, Jerrie is trying to acquire film footage of her from the 99's 
Museum. 

Once again, we appreciate your time, your attention and your understanding of the delay 
in our forwarding the appropriate information to you. 

It was a pleasure and an honor meeting you. 

Sincerely, 

P~ 
Donna Kocian 
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