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STATE FOR G/CS, 10 AND EUR/WE
BEIJING FOR FWCW DELEGATION

FROM EMBASSY § $/MESSAGE NO. 245/95

E.0.12356: N/A

TAGS: KWMN, PHUM, SOCI, PREL, PREF, UN, CH, VT
UBJECT: POPE CALLS FOR SUCCESSFUL FWCW AND COMMITS
- CHURCH TO "SPECIAL OPTION" FOR GIRLS AND
- YOUNG WOMEN IN EDUCATION, BASIC

£'S DELEGATION TO
THE FWCW AUG 29 THAT HE HOPED FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE
THAT WOULD "GUARANTEE ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD
'EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE', THROUGH FULL RESPECT
FOR THEIR EQUAL DIGNITY AND FOR THEIR INALIENABLE HUMAN
RIGHTS, SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE THEIR FULL CONTRIBUTION TO
THE GOOD OF SOCIETY." THE POPE ALSO RECALLED HIS RECENT
PRONOUNCEMENTS FOCUSED HOLY SEE POSITIONS AND CATHOLIC
CHURCH TEACHING "ON THE DIGNITY, RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF WOMEN IN TODAY'S SOCIETY: IN THE
FAMILY, IN THE WORKPLACE, IN PUBLIC LIFE."

2. RESPONDING TO THE UNSYG'S REQUEST FOR CONCRETE
COMMITMENTS BY BEIJING PARTICIPANTS TO IMPROVE WOMEN'S
CONDITIONS, THE POPE ANNOUNCED THAT THE ! AN

COMMITMENT WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A SPE

'OPTION IN




COMMITMENT WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A SPECIAL "OPTION IN

FAVOR OF GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN" IN EDUCATION AND BASIC

NUTRITION AND HEALTH CARE. THE POPE'S COMMITMENT IMPLIES ?Lg
CHANGES IN POLICY AND PRACTICE ON BEHALF OF GIRLS AND ‘
YOUNG WOMEN IN THE MANY THOUSANDS OF EDUCATIONAL AND

BASIC HEALTH CARE FACILITIES THAT THE CHURCH OPERATES

AROUND THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.

4. THE COMPLETE TEXT OF THE POPE'S REMARKS IN THE
ORIGINAL ENGLISH FOLLOWS:

(BEGIN TEXT OF POPE'S REMARKS)

AS YOU PREPARE TO LEAVE FOR BEMING, | AM HAPPY TO MEET

YOU, THE HEAD OF THE DELEGATION OF THE HOLY SEE TO THE
FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, AND THE OTHER MEMBERS
OF THE DELEGATION. THROUGH YOU, | EXTEND MY BEST WISHES

AND PRAYERS TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE CONFERENCE,
TO THE PARTICIPANT NATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS, AS WELL AS

TO THE AUTHORITIES OF THE HOST COUNTRY, THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA.

MY WISHES ARE FOR THE SUCCESS OF THIS CONFERENCE IN ITS
AIM TO GUARANTEE ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD "EQUALITY,
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE", THROUGH FULL RESPECT FOR THEIR
EQUAL DIGNITY AND FOR THEIR INALIENABLE HUMAN RIGHTS, SO
THAT THEY CAN MAKE THEIR FULL CONTRIBUTION TO THE GOOD OF
SOCIETY.

OVER THE PAST MONTHS, ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS, | HAVE DRAWN
ATTENTION TO THE POSITIONS OF THE HOLY SEE AND TO THE
TEACHING OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON THE DIGNITY, RIGHTS

AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF WOMEN IN TODAY'S SOCIETY: IN THE
FAMILY, IN THE WORKPLACE, IN PUBLIC LIFE. | HAVE DRAWN
INSPIRATION FROM THE LIFE AND WITNESS OF GREAT WOMEN
WITHIN THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES WHO HAVE BEEN
PIONEERS WITHIN SOCIETY, AS MOTHERS, AS WORKERS, AS
LEADERS IN THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL FIELDS, IN THE CARING
PROFESSIONS AND AS THINKERS AND SPIRITUAL LEADERS.

THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UN HAS ASKED THE NATIONS
PARTICIPATING IN THE BEIJING CONFERENCE TO ANNOUNCE
CONCRETE COMMITMENTS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITION
OF WOMEN. HAVIMG LOOKED AT THE VARIOUS NEEDS OF WOMEN IN
TODAY'S WORLD, THE HOLY SEE WISHES TO MAKE A SPECIFIC

OPTION REGARDING SUCH A COMMITMENT: AN OPTION IN FAVOR OF
GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN. THEREFORE, | CALL ALL CATHOLIC
CARING AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO ADOPT A CONCERTED
AND PRIORITY STRATEGY DIRECTED TO GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN,
ESPECIALLY TO THE POOREST, OVER THE COMING YEARS.



IT IS DISHEARTENING TO NOTE THAT IN TODAY'S WORLD, THE
SIMPLE FACT OF BEING A FEMALE, RATHER THAN A MALE, CAN
REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF BEING BORN OR OF SURVIVING
CHILDHOOD:; IT CAN MEAN RECEIVING LESS ADEQUATE NUTRITION
AND HEALTH CARE, AND IT CAN INCREASE THE CHANCE OF
REMAINING ILLITERATE AND HAVING ONLY LIMITED ACCESS, OR
NONE AT ALL, EVEN TO PRIMARY EDUCATION. INVESTMENT IN
THE CARE AND EDUCATION OF GIRLS, AS AN EQUAL RIGHT, IS A
FUNDAMENTAL KEY TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN. IT IS FOR
THIS REASON THAT TODAY:

-- | APPEAL TO ALL THE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES LINKED TO THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH TO GUARANTEE EQUAL ACCESS FOR GIRLS, TO
EDUCATE BOYS TO A SENSE OF WOMEN'S DIGNITY AND WORTH, TO
PROVIDE MORE POSSIBILITIES FOR GIRLS WHO ARE
DISADVANTAGED, AND TO IDENTIFY AND REMEDY THE REASONS WHY
GIRLS DROP OUT OF EDUCATION AT AN EARLY STAGE:

-- | APPEAL TO THOSE INSTITUTIONS WHICH ARE INVOLVED IN
HEALTH CARE, ESPECIALLY PRIMARY HEALTH CARE, TO MAKE
IMPROVED BASIC HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION FOR GIRLS A
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 ROME 012015
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HALLMARK OF THEIR SERVICE;

— | APPEAL TO THE CHURCH'S CHARITABLE AND DEVELOPMENT
ORGANIZATIONS TO GIVE PRIORITY IN THE ALLOCATION OF
RESOURCES AND PERSONNEL TO THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF GIRLS;

— | APPEAL TO CONGREGATIONS OF RELIGIOUS SISTERS, IN
FIDELITY TO THE SPECIAL CHARISM AND MISSION GIVEN TO THEM
BY THEIR FOUNDERS, TO IDENTIFY AND REACH OUT TO THOSE
GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN WHO ARE MOST ON THE FRINGES OF
SOCIETY, WHO HAVE SUFFERED MOST, PHYSICALLY AND MORALLY,
WHO HAVE THE LEAST OPPORTUNITY. THEIR WORK OF HEALING,
CARING AND EDUCATING, AND OF REACHING TO THE POOREST IS
NEEDED IN EVERY PART OF THE WORLD TODAY;



NEEDED IN EVERY PART OF THE WORLD TODAY:

-- | APPEAL TO CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES AND CENTERS OF

HIGHER EDUCATION TO ENSURE THAT, IN THE PREPARATION OF
FUTURE LEADERS IN SOCIETY, THEY ACQUIRE A SPECIAL
SENSITIVITY TO THE CONCERNS OF YOUNG WOMEN:

-- | APPEAL TO WOMEN AND WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE
CHURCH AND ACTIVE IN SOCIETY TO ESTABLISH PATTERNS OF
SOLIDARITY SO THAT THEIR LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE CAN BE
PUT AT THE SERVICE OF GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN.

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO IDENTIFIES HIMSELF WITH
THE LEAST AMONG CHILDREN, WE CANNOT BE INSENSITIVE TO THE
NEEDS OF DISADVANTAGED GIRLS, ESPECIALLY VICTIMS OF
VIOLENCE AND A LACK OF RESPECT FOR THEIR DIGNITY.

IN THE SPIRIT OF THOSE GREAT CHRISTIAN WOMEN WHO HAVE
ENLIGHTENED THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE
CENTURIES AND WHO HAVE OFTEN CALLED THE CHURCH BACK TO
HER ESSENTIAL MISSION AND SERVICE, | APPEAL TO THE WOMEN
OF THE CHURCH TODAY TO ASSUME NEW FORMS OF LEADERSHIP IN
SERVICE AND | APPEAL TO ALL THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE

CHURCH TO WELCOME THIS CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN.

—
\

| APPEAL TO ALL MEN IN THE CHURCH TO UNDERGO, WHERE \
NECESSARY, A CHANGE OF HEART AND TO IMPLEMENT, AS A 'u
DEMAND OF THEIR FAITH, A POSITIVE VISION OF WOMEN. | ASK \
THEM TO BECOME MORE AND MORE AWARE OF THE DISADVANTAGES |
TO WHICH WOMEN, AND ESPECIALLY GIRLS, HAVE BEEN EXPOSED
AND TO SEE WHERE THE ATTITUDE OF MEN, THEIR LACK OF
SENSITIVITY OR LACK OF RESPONSIBILITY MAY BE AT THE ROOT.

ONCE AGAIN, THROUGH YOU, | WISH TO EXPRESS MY GOOD WISHES
TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE BEIJING
CONFERENCE AND TO ASSURE THEM OF MY SUPPORT, AS WELL AS
THAT OF THE HOLY SEE AND THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH, FOR A RENEWED COMMITMENT OF ALL TO THE GOOD OF
THE WORLD'S WOMEN.

(END TEXT OF POPE'S REMARKS)

#2015

NNNN



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE

001. cable re: Pragmatists vs. Purists in the Vatican Beijing Delegation (4 pages) 08/30/1995  PI/b(1)
COLLECTION:

Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office

Daniela Nanau

OA/Box Number: 20213

FOLDER TITLE:

Trip of the First Lady to China, U.N. Fourth World Conference on Women - September
5-6, 1995 [2]

2012-0094-F
jp3671
RESTRICTION CODES
Presidential Records Act - |44 U.S.C. 2204(a)| Freedom of Information Act - |5 U.S.C. 552(b))
P1 National Security Classified Information |(a)(1) of the PRA| b(1) National sccurity classified information |(b)(1) of the FOIA)
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA} an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA|
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute |[(b)(3) of the FOIA|
financial information |(a)(4) of the PRA] b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President information {(b)(4) of the FOIA|
and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA| b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
of gift. financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 US.C. b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
2201(3). concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

TL

EM

MC KJM
DPS KI
DH SAG

UNCLASSIFIED

PRM/POP:E Marshall:EM
08/18/95 79718 SEPOP 001243 95 PRM 01068
G/CS:T LOAR

G/CS:M CURTIN, IO/ESA:K J MCGUIRE, L/HRR:D P STEWART,
EUR:K INGMANSON, G:D HARWOOD, USUN:S A GEORGE

PRIORITY ROME

Rome for Vatican; for usrep icao, nesco, fodag, unep
». 12356: N/A
TAGS: KWMN, PHUM, SOCI, CH, UN, PREF

SUBJECT: UNITED NATIONS FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN
-- final request for demarche

REF: (A) 95 STATE 171929, (B) 95 STATE 158733

for USREP ICAO, NESCO, FODAG, UNEP

1. SUMMARY. DURING THE INFORMAL NEGOTIATING SESSION FOR
THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN (FWCW) IN NEW YORK,
A SIDE DISCUSSION ON HEALTH ISSUES WAS CONDUCTED WITH
MONSIGNOR MARTINSIDE. BOTH THE USG AND THE HOLY SEE
REQUESTED ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR IDEAS FOR
REMOVING BRACKETS BE EXCHANGED PRIOR TO ARRIVING IN
BEIJING. THIS CABLE OUTLINES SEVERAL USG SUGGESTIONS ON
HOW TO REMOVE BRACKETS IN THE HEALTH SECTION OF THE
PLATFORM FOR ACTION (PFA) FOR THE FWCW. POST IS
REQUESTED TO USE THIS GUIDANCE IN DISCUSSING HEALTH
ISSUES WITH HOLY SEE REPRESENTATIVES. PARAGRAPH 16 OF
” S MESSAGE INCLUDES KEY POINTS FOR USE AS AN AIDE

'IRE. END SUMMARY.

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS AND



USE THE TALKING POINTS AT PARAGRAPH 7 TO ELICIT THE
GOVERNMENT'S THINKING ON THE ISSUES IN THE PLATFORM FOR
ACTION WHICH REMAIN TO BE NEGOTIATED. WE ARE
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN FINDING AREAS OF COMMON _
AGREEMENT. PLEASE SLUG CABLE FOR G/CS AND INCLUDE USUN
"W YORK AND EMBASSY BEIJING AS ADDRESSEES. PLEASE ALSO
IEMBER TO USE THE KWMN TAG.

3. AS DESCRIBED REFTEL B, THE PRIMARY USG OBJECTIVE IS
TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN, AND
TO REAFFIRM AND BUILD ON THE COMMITMENTS MADE AT OTHER
IMPORTANT UN CONFERENCES. WOMEN PLAYED VITAL,
PARTICIPATORY ROLES IN THESE CONFERENCES, AND MANY ISSUES
OF CONCERN TO WOMEN WERE ADDRESSED AT THESE CONFERENCES.
ENSURING THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN IN EVERY SOCIETY IS
ESSENTIAL TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

4. ISSUES RELATED TO HEALTH ARE THE LEAST NEGOTIATED
BECAUSE THEY WERE PUSHED TO THE END OF THE MARCH PREPCOM
AND WERE NOT ADDRESSED DURING THE SUMMER INFORMALS. WE
WERE SUCCESSFUL, HOWEVER, IN EXPANDING THE SECTION TO
ADDRESS A LIFESPAN APPROACH TO WOMEN'S HEALTH AS WELL AS
A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH ISSUES. THE LANGUAGE IN BRACKETS
IS PRIMARILY CONSENSUS LANGUAGE AGREED TO IN 1994 AT THE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT
(ICPD). DURING THE PREPCOM, IT SEEMED THAT GENERALLY THE
G-77 WAS STANDING BEHIND THE AGREEMENTS ON ISSUES SUCH AS

"RODUCTIVE AND SEXUAL HEALTH, REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS,

AFE ABORTION AND CONDOMS, BUT THE. HANDFUL OF COUNTRIES
WHICH TOOK RESERVATIONS AT THE ICPD HAVE NOT YET BEEN
WILLING TO ACCEPT THE LANGUAGE FOR THE FWCW. THE UNITED
STATES DOES NOT INTEND TO PUSH FOR LANGUAGE ON WHICH WE
WERE UNABLE TO AGREE AT THE ICPD, BUT PLACES A HIGH
PRIORITY ON REAFFIRMING ITS COMMITMENT TO THE AGREEMENTS
ACHIEVED AT THE ICPD, MANY OF WHICH ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT.

5. AT THE ICPD, A GREAT DEAL OF TIME WAS SPENT
NEGOTIATING BROADLY ACCEPTED LANGUAGE ON PARENTAL
INVOLVEMENT WITH ADOLESCENT HEALTH SERVICES.
UNFORTUNATELY, THAT LANGUAGE IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT
PFA, AND INSTEAD MORE THAN 20 REFERENCES USING
NON-CONSENSUS LANGUAGE ON PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT (SOME OF
WHICH ARE ENTIRELY ILL-PLACED) ARE INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT
PLATFORM. WE WOULD RECOMMEND THE INCLUSION OF THE ICPD
CONSENSUS PARAGRAPH 7.45 IN THE SECTION ON HEALTH, AND
REMOVING THE ADDITIONAL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT REFERENCES
THAT ARE IN BRACKETS. FOR YOUR INFORMATION, THE ICPD
LANGUAGE FOLLOWS:

"RECOGNIZING THE RIGHTS, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF
PARENTS AND OTHER PERSONS LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR
SESCENTS TO PROVIDE, IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH THE
sVING CAPACITIES OF THE ADOLESCENT, APPROPRIATE
D.:rECTION AND GUIDANCE IN SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE
MATTERS, COUNTRIES MUST ENSURE THAT PROGRAMS AND
ATTITUDES OF HEALTH-CARE PROVIDERS DO NOT RESTRICT THE
ACCESS OF ADOLESCENTS TO APPROPRIATE SERVICES AND THE
INFORMATION THEY NEED, INCLUDING ON SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED
DISEASES AND SEXUAL ABUSE. 1IN DOING SO, AND IN ORDER TO,



INTER ALIA, ADDRESS SEXUAL ABUSE, THESE SERVICES MUST

SAFEGUARD THE RIGHTS OF ADOLESCENTS TO PRIVACY,

CONFIDENTIALITY, RESPECT AND INFORMED CONSENT, RESPECTING

CULTURAL VALUES AND RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. 1IN THIS CONTEXT,

COUNTRIES, SHOULD, WHERE APPROPRIATE, REMOVE LEGAL,

“TGULATORY AND SOCIAL BARRIERS TO REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
"ORMATION AND CARE FOR ADOLESCENTS."

6. THE US SUPPORTS INCLUDING LANGUAGE OPPOSING COERCIVE
REPRODUCTIVE PRACTICES, SUCH AS FORCED STERILIZATION OR
FORCED ABORTION AND OBTRUSIVE MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS. THE
DRAFT PLATFORM CURRENTLY INCLUDES THREE VERSIONS OF
PARAGRAPH 107H, WHICH REFERS TO THESE ISSUES. THE US CAN
ACCEPT EITHER OF THE FIRST TWO VERSIONS, BUT FEELS THAT
THE THIRD VERSION, WHICH STATES THAT PHYSICIANS MUST BE
PRESENT ANY TIME CONTRACEPTIVE DEVICES ARE PRESCRIBED AND
MUST PROVIDE INFORMATION ON ONLY NEGATIVE SIDE EFFECTS
AND NOT THE BENEFITS OF MEDICATION, IS UNREALISTIC AND
INAPPROPRIATE.

7. POSTS ARE ASKED TO DRAW ON THE ABOVE BACKGROUND
INFORMATION AND TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC POINTS.
ANY INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS OR OTHER MATTERS
OF CONCERN WHICH YOU CAN OBTAIN FROM THE HOST COUNTRY
WILL GREATLY FACILITATE THE NEGOTIATIONS IN BEIJING.

- WE BELIEVE THAT WE MADE PROGRESS AT THE MARCH PREPCOM
ADDRESSING A BROAD SET OF ISSUES RELEVANT TO WOMEN'S
\LTH. WE ARE INTERESTED IN KNOWING, HOWEVER, IF THERE

ARE ISSUES THAT YOU BELIEVE HAVE NOT RECEIVED PROPER

ATTENTION AND, IF SO, IF YOU HAVE PLANS TO TRY TO AMEND

THE DRAFT PLATFORM TO REFLECT THOSE VIEWS.

-- THE US IS COMMITTED TO REAFFIRMING THE AGREEMENTS
ACHIEVED AT THE ICPD, MANY OF WHICH ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT. WE HOPE YOU WILL SUPPORT
UNBRACKETING OF CURRENTLY BRACKETED ICPD LANGUAGE.

-- LANGUAGE IN BRACKETS WHICH SHOULD BE ACCEPTABLE BASED
ON CONSENSUS LANGUAGE (AGREED IN THE PAST) RELATED TO
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, SEXUAL HEALTH, REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS,
UNSAFE ABORTION, CONDOMS AND OTHER CONTRACEPTIVES. WHILE
WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE HOLY SEE TOOK RESERVATIONS ON
THESE ISSUES DURING THE ICPD, WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE
LIMITED TIME IN BEIJING WILL NOT BE DIVERTED TO
RENEGOTIATING THE AGREEMENTS REACHED IN CAIRO, WHICH
REPRESENTED THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S BEST EFFORT ON
CONSENSUS.

-— THE CHAPEAU TO CHAPTER TWO RELATED TO IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE PFA, SOVEREIGNTY, RELIGIOUS AND ETHICAL VALUES AND
HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE ICPD PROGRAM OF ACTION IS VITALLY
"ORTANT TO A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES. WE BELIEVE THAT THAT
-T LANGUAGE SHOULD BE USED IN PARAGRAPH 9 OF THE FWCW
PrA.

-—- ADDITIONAL NEGOTIATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO DETERMINE HOW
TO REFER TO THE DOCUMENT FROM THE ICPD. WE WERE
ENCOURAGED BY THE G-77 FORMULATION "AS AGREED IN THE
REPORT OF THE ICPD," WHICH ENSURES THE INCLUSION OF THE



RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS. WE ARE INTERESTED IN
KNOWING THE PREFERRED LANGUAGE OF THE HOLY SEE AND WHERE
THIS REFERENCE IS BEST INCLUDED.

-- THE RESTATING OF SEVERAL ISSUES FROM THE ICPD ARE
"LEVANT TO THE PFA, AND HELP TO PROVIDE THE FULL PICTURE
HEALTH CARE NEEDS OF WOMEN. THE PFA IS NOW SOMEWHAT
or' A "COLLAGE" OF NEW IDEAS AND "PHOTOCOPIES" OF RELEVANT
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTS. THIS APPROACH SEEMS TO BE ADEQUATELY
BALANCED, AND ARE INTERESTED TO LEARN IF THE HOLY SEE

DESIRES A DIFFERENT BALANCE.

-~ THE US SUPPORTS USING ICPD LANGUAGE ON PARENTAL
INVOLVEMENT WITH ADOLESCENT HEALTH SERVICES. WE WOULD
RECOMMEND THE INCLUSION OF THE CAREFULLY AGREED ICPD
CONSENSUS LANGUAGE 7.45 IN THE SECTION ON HEALTH, AND
REMOVING THE ADDITIONAL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT REFERENCES
THAT ARE IN BRACKETS. IF THIS DOES NOT SEEM APPROPRIATE,
WE ARE INTERESTED IN BETTER UNDERSTANDING THE INTENTION
OF INCLUDING THE OTHER LANGUAGE, "RECOGNIZING THE RIGHTS,
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS, CONSISTENT WITH
THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD," TO BETTER
DETERMINE HOW TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE.

-- THE USG HAS CONSIDERED POINTS MADE BY MOSIGNOR MARTIN
REGARDING THE USE OF "PRENATAL SEX SELECTION" AND THE
NEED TO ADDRESS THE CURRENT AND FUTURE CAPABILITIES OF
CREATING SPECIFIC SEXES IN LABORATORIES. UPON FURTHER
REFLECTION, THE USG DOES BELIEVE THAT THE TERM "PRENATAL
SEX SELECTION" BEST DESCRIBES THE ACTIVITIES WHICH WE ARE
TRYING TO ADDRESS. OUR POSITION REMAINS, HOWEVER, THAT

"H BROADER SOCIAL ISSUES MUST BE ADDRESSED TO IMPROVE

. PERCEPTION OF GIRLS SO THAT THESE PRACTICES ARE NO
LONGER UNDERTAKEN.

~-- WE AGREE THAT THE REFERENCES TO FORCED PREGNANCY IN
SITUATIONS OF VIOLENCE CAN BE UNBRACKETED BY USING THE
EXACT VIENNA LANGUAGE IN PARAGRAPH 13 OF THE GLOBAL
FRAMEWORK.

~- REGARDING THE FAMILY, WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE PARAGRAPH
30, OR ANOTHER RELEVANT PARAGRAPH IN THE GLOBAL
FRAMEWORK, INCLUDE LANGUAGE FROM THE ICPD PRINCIPLE 9 AND
THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DECLARATION 26H.
THIS SHOULD ENABLE EASY RESOLUTION OF ADDTIONAL
REFERENCES TO FAMILIES IN THE DOCUMENT.

—-- REGARDING PARAGRAPH 91, "THE MAJOR" COULD BE CHANGED
TO "A MAJOR".

-—- REGARDING PARAGRAPH 95, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE WORD
"AND" BE INSERTED BETWEEN "UNPROTECTED" AND "PREMATURE"
AND REMOVE THE BRACKETS.

-- THE US SUPPORTS LANGUAGE CONDEMNING COERCIVE PRACTICES
SUCH AS FORCED ABORTION OR FORCED STERILIZATION, AND
UIRING CONSENT REGARDING CONTRACEPTIVES. WE COULD
EZPT EITHER OF THE FIRST TWO VERSIONS OF PARAGRAPH 107H
CURRENTLY IN THE PLATFORM.

-- WE ARE CONTACTING THE RELEVANT USG LAWYERS REGARDING
THE "CONSCIENCE CLAUSE"” LANGUAGE TO EXPLORE POSSIBLE
ALTERNATIVES. HOWEVER, REFERENCES TO "NOT REFERRING FOR
SERVICES" IS IN VIOLATION OF US LAW AND CANNOT BE



ACCEPTED.

-- A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE FOR 108P IS "ENSURE THAT
WOMEN'S HEALTH IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF MEDICAL SCHOOL
CURRICULA AND OTHER HEALTH CARE TRAINING."

ON PARAGRAPH 108Q, THE BRACKETS AROUND "“CHILDREN"
_.1OULD BE DROPPED AS THEY SHOULD BE PROTECTED FROM ABUSE.

-- A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE FOR 109I IS "GIVE ALL WOMEN AND
HEALTH CARE WORKERS ALL THE ACCURATE INFORMATION ABOUT
HIV/AIDS AND OTHER STDS AND PREGNANCY AND THE
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE BABY, INCLUDING BREASTFEEDING, AND
GIVE THEM THE WHO RECOMMENDATIONS ON HIV/AIDS AND
BREASTFEEDING.

-- WE HOPE THAT REFERENCES TO EARLY MARRIAGE WILL REMAIN
AS SUCH, WITHOUT THE INCLUSION OF "FORCED"

N\
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Summary of Positions of Holy See on Issues Likely to Arise in Beijing

(*Ths factsheet 1s arranged according to the three themes of the Beyjing Conference: Equality, Development and
Peace: it is a compilation of statements made by representatives from the Holy See at conferences preceding Beijing
about matters likely to arise in Beijing. The statements have been arranged under topical headings in order to assist
the press in understanding Holy See positions. It is not an official position paper of the Holy See).

EQUALITY

Women’s Human Dignity

Woman’s dignity derives from their creation in the image and likeness of God. ( John Paul II, Letter to
Women). Their relationship with men is one of complementarity, not sameness. Their human rights are an
inalienable and integral part of universal human rights.

Women ought to have the opportunity for full and equal participation in political, civil, economic, social and
cultural life at all levels.

There is needed a campaign for the promotion of women, beginning with a universal recognition of the
dignity of women. The Church admires women who have fought for women’s rights, even “at a time when this was
considered...the sign of a lack of feminity, even a sin!” ((Letter to Women, John Paul I1).

The Church condemns cultural forces which encourage men to see women as mere objects of pleasure or
reproductive devices, instead of as human beings with innate dignity (Holy See press release, 22Aug 24).

Political Empowerment

The Church recognizes the right of women everywhere to full equality in public life and supports the use of
legislative authority to promote such equality. It believes that the contribution of a female voice to the public
debate, particularly as a link between the political and private spheres of life, not only will empower women, but will
aid the development of more balanced, more humane, social, economic and political policies as well.

Socteties should safeguard for women both the opportunities to advance in the workplace and women’s
vocations as mothers and educators. (Statement of Archbishop Martino at the 3rd Committee of the 49th Session of
the UN General Assembly).

Economic Empowerment

There is an urgent need for real economic equality such as equal pay for equal work, protection for working
mothers, and fairness in career advancements. The Church recommends larger portions of international and domestic
aid budgets for fostering productive activities of low-income and poor populations. ( Preparatory Meeting to fourth
World Conference on Women, 11/94).

Church humanitarian agencies have witnessed first-hand how the lives of rural women, and their families
and communities can be transformed with basic assistance, such as local self-sustaining economic initiatives, credit
assistance and even small improvements in a community’s infrastructure. The Church strongly supports allocating
larger portions of international aid and domestic budgets to such projects. (Archbishop Martino, 3rd Committee of
the 49th Scssion of the UN General Assembly).

Mass Media
The Church supports an “international code of ethics™ in the media, to protect the rights and dignity of

women. (Archbishop Renato Martino, Statement at Third Committee of 49th Session before UN General Assembly,
12/94).

Environmental Justice



Gender perspective in policy-setting
Environmental injustices (especially regarding rural poor)
Mass media attention to women

Areas likely to Engender Controversy:

“Reproductive Health”
Abortion proponents are seeking to include a right to abortion within this and related language by
expanding language agreed to in Cairo, or by retusing to use Cairo language in its entirety or within
context,

Sexual Rights
This 1s a concept that was debated and rejected in Cairo; some would apply this also to children and
adolescents, and others wish to affirm a night to sexual orientation.

Familv/Motherhood
Some wish to avoid mentioning in the document the importance and value of family or motherhood
for women.

Conscience Protection for Health Care Providers
Some refuse to recognize that health care providers should not be required to provide and refer for
those services to which they object on the basis of religious belief or moral convictions.

Forced Impregnation
This term has been used before in the very specific context of war and conflict situations. It appears
that the draft Program of Action for Betjing is trying to extend the term to other situations and
circumstances which may be a cause for concern.



When:
Where:

Head:

History:

General Information -- Beijing Conference
(Fourth World Conf. on Women)

4-15 September 1995

Beyjing, China
Mrs. Gertrude Mongella from Tanzania (Secretary-General)

First Conference--Mexico City, 1975

. adopted Plan of Action-led to UN declaration of UN Decade for Women (1976-1985)
. led to 1979 UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
. Holy See did not join the consensus; it expressed “reservations” over abortion-rights language and

highly individualistic view of sexuality; but did note support for broad aspirations for equality,
development and peace
Second Conference--Copenhagen, Denmark, 1980

. adopted “Program of action”
. emphasis on education, emplovment, health
. Holy See did not join consensus, noting document’s insufficient valuation of the domestic work of

women, flawed perspective on the family, and references to family planning which could lead to the
violations of human dignity and responsible parenthood.
Third Conference--Nairobi, Kenya, 1985

. adopted Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the Year 2000
. Strategies offered framework for national, regional, int’l effort for empowerment, human rights
. 1990 evaluation of Strategies revealed loss of momentum, need for Fourth Conf,

. Holy See did join the consensus and also registered reservations on paragraphs 29 and 156-59

concerning control of fertility, and family planning

Recent History of Related Conferences:

International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD)--Cairo, 1994

. adopted “Program of Action”

. focused on population growth as key connection to underdevelopment and injustice, advocating
grealer access to contraception and abortion  health care and family planning programs

. Holy See joined in a partial consensus but also refused to associate itself with chapters 7 and 8 of the

document on the grounds that they tended to- (1) represent abortion as part of population policy and
maternal health care; (2) sanction and promote artificial conlraception; (3) sanction extramarital sex,

particularly that between adolescents ; general reservations were also taken on chapters | 1-16.
World Summit on Social Development (WSSD)--Copenhagen, 1995
. summit with over 170 nations represented in delegations, including Holy See delegation, with
relevance to Beijing in treatement of poverty, underdevelopment, and the special burdens on women
. 3 main goals: elimination of poverty, job creation, inclusion of peoples of all nations
. 2 Vatican proposals regarding women--(1) governments to include in GNP statistics of the value of

unremunerated work performed by women at home; and (2) worldwide commitment to equal access
to health care and education for women and young girls (protecting human dignity. esp. women and
girls from objectification and abuse)

. Holy See joined the consensus on the document which recognizes parental rights in overseeing the
sex education and health services of their chiidren.

Participants:

UN organizations Governments Non-Governmental Orgzns.
(as represented by
delegates)

Some Accredited Pro-Life NGOs:

Alianzo Latinoamer para la Fam.  Amencan Life League Catholic League



Cath. Un. for Faith (CUF) Ecum. Coal on Women and Soc

Family Res Council Fam. of Americas Found. Feminists for Life

Mass Citizens for Life NCCB - USCC Nat R to Life Comm.
Nat. Inst. of Womanhood Real Women of Canada  The Rockford Institute
The Ruthertord Institute Value of Lite Comm Women for Faith & Fam

Mission Statement of Draft Document for Beijing Conf. '95:

I. “The removal of all obstacles to women’s active participation in all spheres of public and private life through a full
and equal share in economic, soctal, cultural and political decision-making. This means also establishing the principle of
shared power and responsibility between women and men at home, in the workplace, and in the wider national and
international communities. ™

2.""To promote and protect [the full enjoyment of all universal] all human rights and the fundamental freedoms of all
women throughout their life cycle.”

3.7..[-adequate] [new and additionalJresources for the implementation of the agreements made; ...equal participation of
women and men in all national, regional and international bodies and policy-making processes; and the establishment or
strengthening of mechanisms at all levels for accountability to the world’s women.”

Qutcome Sought:
Adoption of a Plan of Action for 1995 - 2005

Process:
. Regional meetings in 1994-95--provide input to development of Program of Action document
. PrepComm (Spring, 95) -all governments invited to discuss and edit Program of Action
. Concepts, phraseology, etc. not agreed upon at final PrepComm are placed in square brackets “[ ]”.
. At the Conference in Beijing, delegates will resotve bracketed language; delegates will pursue
“consensus” on entire documnent
. A delegation may opt out of the consensus, or be counted as part of the consensus but “reserve” its

consent from a portion, or portions, of the document.

Status of the Final Document:
Carries no enforcement mechanism. However, it becomes a document by which nations assess their own
progress or by whuch this progress can be or is assessed by others.

“Priority Themes ":
Equality
Development
Peace

Subthemes in Draft Program of Action:
Human Rights
Developing countries--disproportionate impact on women of economic crisis, debt burden. poverty
Violence against women, including domestic violence, sexual harassment, armed conflict, victims of war
Migration and internal displacement
Political empowerment for women
Other public sphere empowerment--voice in economuc & social policies, anti-poverty initiatives
Attitudinal changes
Health care, reproductive health
Remuneration for duties inside home
Family disintegration, female headed houscholds
Reproductive Rights
Sexual Rights



The Church supports an increased emphasis on environmental justice. [n particular, it supports increased
efforts aimed at mitigating, curbing and preventing current levels of resource depletion, deforestation, pollution, war
and wasteful consumption. Care should be taken in particular to ensure that the selection of sites for toxic wastes
does not unjustly burden the poor, who already tace disproportionate environmental hazards. '

Given women's very direct bond with future generations, women should play an important role in
developing an “environmental ethic.”

Family Role

The family 1s the basic umt of society. The Church recognizes the value of motherhood in the lives of
women and in the life of thetr communities, and sees efforts to demean this role as “false liberation” and
disrespectful of women. (Vienna Regional Preparatory Meeting, 1994). The Church favors financial compensation
for this role, declaring that a “mother’s work in the home must be recognized and respected.” (Holy See Report in
Preparation for Beijing). Also advocated is a “family wage” that would provide a decent standard of living for a
family, so that families would not require two full-time incomes, and one parent could choose to spend time raising
children.

DEVELOPMENT

Poverty

Poverty 1s a formidable obstacle to women’s full participation in social, economic and political life. Poverty
also contributes to the problems of trafficking of women and girls, mistreatment and abuse of migrant women
workers and domestic violence

Some erroneously believe that the solution to poverty is simply preventing the conception of more children
or aborting already-conceived children. The Holy See recognizes that the solutions to poverty are far more complex
and wide-ranging. Any solutions that address poverty, must remember that the “human being is at the center of
sustainable development.” (Statement of Archbishop Tauran, 5/95) The Church holds that the keys to development
lie in economic reform, empowerment, peace and justice -- not easier access to abortion and contraception.

Health Care

The Church recognizes that access to health care is essential to women’s well-being and to the possibility of
their participating in public life or living thetr private life with dignity. [t also recognizes that, in many parts of the
world women and girls do not have access even to basic health care. The Church is quite active, internationally, in
providing low cost or free health care for women, especially rural women. The Church stands strongly for
“reproductive health,” when such care focuses on both mother and child, and includes “efforts to eliminate sexual
violence, to remove other abuses and mutilations, especially of women.” (Msgr. Martin, PrepComm 1] statement,
NYC, Apnl 94). Health care for women should include extensive pre- and post-natal care, as well as instruction n
natural famuly planning techniques (the latter involving male responsibility as well). The Church is concerned that
the current draft of the Beijing document focuses on sexually related health problems at the expense of other health
problems that afflict a vastly larger number of women.

Sexual Behavior - The Church teaches that sex is a holy union between a man and a woman in
marriage, open to the miracle of life. In contrast to current trends, more attention needs to be given to teaching self-
restraint and personal responsibility. Current efforts to debase the importance of this sexual union, as well as the
importance of the family as the basis for moral education, are to be challenged. “It is really a question of behaviour
that distorts the essential meaning of human sexuality, preventing it from being put at the service of the person, of
communion and of life “(Pope John Paul II, before the Angelus, 26 June 94).

Literacy



The Church urges countries to fight female illiteracy by allocating a greater proportion of their domestic and
international budgets to education, rather than to military spending or “security” measures. At a regional conference
in Africa in preparation for Beijing, a representative for the Holy See stated: “At a time when Africa’s women are
confronted with high rates of female illiteracy, disease and premature mortality, some countries are spending more
on their military sector than on the health and education sectors combined.” (11/94).

Education

Education is a fundamental requirement for the true empowerment of women. The Church is committed to
educating women around the world to help themselves and their families. In many countries, the Church is the
single largest private educator of girls. “The Catholic Church . . has experienced the positive impact that education
can have not only on the well-being of women, but also on the family, community,and country.” (Representative of
the Holy See, Senegal Conference, 11/94).

PEACE
Generally - The advancement of women will further peace and the achievement of peace will advance women.

Arms Spending and Buildup

' There is an excessive transfer and accumulation of conventional arms. Even when women are confronted
with high rates of female illiteracy, disease and premature mortality, some countries spend more on their military
sector than on health and education combined. (Representative of the Holy See, Fifth African Regional Conference
on Women in Dakar, Senegal 11/ 94).

Violence Against Women

The Church deplores the level of violence and abuse facing women, and particularly that facing the girl-
child. It condemns the “hedonistic and commercial culture which encourages the systematic exploitation of
sexuality” (John Paul [I, Letter to Women), sometimes through advertising. Efforts must be taken to eradicate
domestic violence, child labor, son preference, female mutilation, prostitution and pornography. Such conditions are
frustrated by deplorable levels of poverty and underdevelopment (John Paul I, World Day of Peace, 1/ 95).
Effective measures against violence against women include improving their economic situations as welll as
reeducating men and cultures which allow, and even foster, such treatment.

Armed Conflict -- Effects

Today’s society faces deadly ethnic conflict. Given the present nature of such warfare, noncombatants,
particularly women and children, are most vulnerable to the effects of civil strife. Increased efforts need to be made
to shelter these women and families. The Church continues to condemn modern methods of warfare, ethnic
cleansing, and current levels of arms accumulation and transfer, and calls for nonviolent means to the ends of peace
and justice,

Migrants/Refugees

The Church gives priority to female refugees displaced by civil strife or coercive political policies.
International organizations and countries need Lo place more emphasis on the needs of this migrant population, a
growing reality in light of global situations facing all corners of the globe. Equally important are measures allowing
families to reunite with those members forced to flee. * It is also necessary to set up means to facilitate women’s
integration and cultural and professional training, as well as a fair share of the social benefits, such as the provision
of housing, schooling for children, and adequate tax reductions.” (John Paul II, Migration Day, 8/ 94).



Summary of Letter to Women
from His Holiness Pope John Paul IT
June 29, 1995

I. Goals of the document
* Reflect on the problems and prospects of women in our time
* Focus on the dignity and rights of women, as seen in the light of Scripture
* In anticipation of the Fourth World Conference on Women, in Beijing

2. Thank you to women

* To mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, and consecrated

* To women who work:
“You are present and active in every area of life--social, economic, cultural, artistic
and political. In this way you make an indispensable contribution to the growth of
a culture which unites reason and feeling, to a model of life ever open to the sense
of “‘mystery’, to the establishment of economic and political structures ever more
worthy of humanity.” (Para. 2)

3. Gospel message can transform historically conditioned view of women’s dignity

* Societal views of women have been and are obstacles to the progress of women

+ Church apologizes:
“And if objective blame, especially in particular historical contexts, has belonged
to not just a few members of the Church, for this I am truly sorry.” (Para. 3)

* History has failed to “register” the scope of women’s achievements

* Despite cultural norms, Jesus respected women’s dignity by being open and respectful;
“When it comes to setting women free from every kind of exploitation and
domination, the Gospel contains an ever relevant message which goes back to the
attitude of Jesus Christ himself. Transcending the established norms of his own
culture, Jesus treated women with openness, respect, acceptance and tenderness.
In this way he honoured the dignity which women have always possessed
according to God’s plan and in his love.” (Para. 3)

4. Social, political and economic rights

* Recognizes that wives and mothers suffer discrimination

« Supports equality with regard to pay and career advancement:
“As far as personal rights are concerned, there is an urgent need to achieve real
equality in every area: equal pay for equal work, protection for working mothers,
fairness in career advancements, equality of spouses with regard to family rights
and the recognition of everything that is part of the rights and duties of citizens in a
democratic State” (Para. 4)

5. Condemns sexual violence against women
* Condemns “hedonistic and commercial culture which encourages the systematic
exploitation of sexuality”
* Praises women who continue with a pregnancy resulting from rape:
“...[G]reat appreciation must be shown to those women who, with a heroic love



for the child they have conceived, proceed with a pregnancy resulting from the
injustice of rape.” (Para. 5)

+ Addresses others’ culpability in abortion:
“In these cases the choice to have an abortion always remains a grave sin. But
before being something to blame on the woman, it is a crime for which guilt needs
to be attributed to men and to the complicity of the general social environment.”
(Para. 5)

6. Appeals for respect for women:
“Here I cannot fail to express my admiration for those women...who have devoted
[themselves] to.. fighting for [women’s] basic social, economic, and political
rights,...at a time when this was considered.. the sign of a lack of
femininity...!” (Para. 6)
* More is needed than the condemnation of discrimination and injustices
* Need for “an effective and intelligent campaign for the promotion of women”

7. The dignity and mission of women as described in Genesis
* Dignity derives from creation “in the image and likeness of God” (Gen 1:26)
» Woman’s mission and being is complementary to man’s:
“Womanhood expresses the ‘human’ as much as manhood does, but in a different
and complementary way.” (Para. 7)
8. Progress
* More important to measure according to the social and ethical dimension, which women
influence through their role in the family, than by scientific and technical standards
* Special appreciation for women involved in areas of education and health care

9. Mary as a model
» Vocation as wife and mother
+ At the service of God and others:
“For her, ‘to reign’ is to serve! Her service is ‘to reign’I(italics original)

10. Diversity of roles is not prejudicial to women, if it is not arbitrary

* All members of the Church “share equally in the dignity proper to the ‘common
priesthood’ based on Baptism™ (Para. 11)

* The ministerial priesthood is only male as a sign pointing to Christ the Bridegroom:
“These role distinctions should not be viewed in accordance with the criteria of
functionality typical in human societies. Rather they must be understood according
to the particular criteria of the sacramental economy, i.e. the economy of ‘signs’
which God freely chooses in order to become present in the midst of humanity.”
(Para. 11)

* “...[T]he munisterial priesthood, according to Christ’s plan, ‘is an expression not of
domination but of service’(quoting from Holy Thursday Letter, No. 7)” (Para. 11)

* Praises women in the Church who are martyrs, saints, mystics, and Doctors of
the Church

1. Expresses hope that the Beijing Conference will bring out the “full truth about
women” (Para. 12)



A Profile of the Catholic Church in the United States and Worldwide 1994*

Adult Catholic Baptisms

Catholic Schools
Elementary
Secondary
Post Secondary
Non-Residential Schools for the Disabled

Catholic Health Care Number of US Patients

United States International

73,332 2,029 952

Number of Students'  Number of Students

2,023,976 24312914

652,054 12,477,229

656,905 2,935,6682
11,241

Number of Facilities Number of Facilities

Hospitals 53,856,637

605 5,478
327 14,806°

Number of Facilities Number of Facilities

Health Care Centers 2,002,142
Catholic Child Care  Number of US Children

Day Care 124,718

Orphanages 75,277

Catholic Social Services
Special Centers for Social Services
Catholic Charities USA
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Overseas Missionaries

1,003 9,293*
159 7,102

Individuals Assisted
18,344,087
12,000,000 (1991 statistics)
($160,000,000 in assistance
to the poor in 1990-91 fiscal year)

5,467 (1992 statistics) 2,950°

*Unless otherwise noted, US figures are from_The Official Catholic Directory 1995 in which case

they include US territories and reflect statistics from 1994. The International figures, which
reflect 1992, as well as US figures from 1990-1992 are from the 1995 Catholic Almanac.

'These Elementary and High School figures are the total of diocesan, parish, and private Catholic
schools. *Includes students in Higher Institutions, Universities for Ecclesiastical Studies, and
other Universities. *Referred to as Dispensaries. ‘Referred to as Nurseries. ‘Reflects only Lay

Missionaries.




FACT SHEET
THE “GENDER GAP” IN ABORTION VIEWS

Over the past twenty years, numerous public opinion polls have shown a “gender gap” on
abortion: Women are more strongly opposed to abortion than men, and more in favor of
protective legislation for the unborn. Some recent examples:

- The Tarrance Group’s A Survey of Voter Attitudes in the United States of May 1995
indicates that 47% of women (compared to 44% of men) believe that abortion should be “illegal
and prohibited under all circumstances” or “illegal except in cases such as rape, incest or to save
the life of the mother”. '

- CBS/ New York Times poll of March 1993 asked, “Should abortion for women who
want it be covered as part of a basic health care plan or should it be paid for directly by the
women who want 1t?” Only 22% of women (compared to 24% of men) think abortion should be
covered.

- Gallup poll published in the June 1992 Life magazine: 46% of women (compared to 54%
of men) thought abortion should be legal “always” or “in most circumstances.” 52% of women
(but only 44% of men) thought it should be legal “never” or “in only a few specific
circumstances.” 74% of women (compared to 70% of men) favored requiring parental consent for
minors’ abortions.

- Gallup poll of January 1992 (published in USA Today, 1/23/92) asked registered voters
if they would be “more likely” or “less likely” to vote for a presidential candidate “who favors
making abortion illegal, except in cases of rape, incest or when the mother’s life is in danger.”
Men: 42% more likely, 48% less likely. Women: 45% more likely, 45% less likely.

- 73% of women (compared to 65% of men) answered yes to the question, “Should the
lives of unborn babies be protected?” (Wirthlin poll, October 1989)

- The Wirthlin poll of July 1990 asked: “At what point do you personally feel that the
unborn’s right to live outweighs the right of a woman to choose whether she wants to have an
abortion?” 44% of women (compared to 38% of men) said this occurs “at the moment of
conception”; only 9% of women (compared to 14% of men) said it occurs at “the moment of
birth™.

- A 1983 Los Angeles Times poll concluded that 47% of women (compared to 51% of
men) favor the general availability of abortion. In this same poll, 28% of women said the NOW
speaks for most American women; 56% said it speaks only for a “small minority.” (“Poll: ‘Gender
Gap’ Not Based on Sexual Issues,” Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 27, 1983)

- The gender gap on abortion goes back twenty years. See: “Women Lead Opposition to
Abortion,” Washington Evening Star and Daily News, April 17, 1973 (citing the University of
Michigan’s Institute for Social Research).

8/95
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_n.proposedbyfomswmamma.mnmwwptedbydevelqﬂngmﬁa

INTBREST. VIOLEN(I AGAINST WOMEN The Holy

H
E
?

' that these practices be included it paragrapb 115 among the

Sﬁe 'ee!hdﬂ
-vio.};ﬁomol rights of wowcdl Some delvyutions have wunted to put this proposel in brackets.”

3 pa : 40, the Holy See| Delegation would ke to have added to the list of attacks against
young girls - Umits to access to to education snd to health care - also the denial of the very
to life ['andcmiﬁciudf).

FAMILY, Sugmﬁnglythq of tamfly and motherhood seceives scarce atrenton and lie

epace in & ent of nearly Chapter IT the concept of the
&mﬂyas‘the Jndamegtal unit of socisty..” i placed within brackets, in ‘enatrast with the Universal
Dedaration of Human Rights,

“On the top ot‘thet;m
Lot twirfull in all tho acdvities of social life, Nevertheless, it goes agalost

all evidence tothink that this ediphasis should cancel the uniquo rols of womea in the family: &

ties to which they belong.
“Juridical re s va the yshmﬂdg\mmeewwomcnmothcmndamenwdghtmbe
motbers. I laws chould credte conditions - eaviroamental, legal, economic, ete. - favorsble to
the pracdce af :mothertiood. P the moment his come to affirm that the struggle for equal
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“If-is (ke cawviction of the Hol as bas boca recognized already in Copcobagen, that the
wmd&agmm“mmmutewpmadeqmldnf:ﬁhﬂmw
holdsaparda{krsodllvaluc.N'bncottﬂssmenﬁonedmmeBd]lngdoamm

"IMIGRATION. The Holy Sec dttributes great fmportance 1o the rights of cmigrant womon..This
topic bas atreally gatbored conseasus at e Confercoce in Cairo. .
“The Documaent eddresses this in various It is nevertheless the opinion of the Holy

See that the afrention fs fnsufd as are 2lso eot the proposals guggested, which seem
to represent a jstep backward with respect o Cairo. '

: e '
‘RIGHTS AND RESPONSIB r OF PARENTS. In all culturces parcats are pacticulady

interested in the education of thdir children end the exordise of their duty espedially with respect
to minors. The| Holy See, making these worries its own, maintains that in Befjing no formula should
be sccopted that gocs against th¢ Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which cstablishes the
right. of parents Yo choase the type of education they desire for thelr own children. Along the same
lines. of incomprebomsiblc ucgntion of sume umiversal rights, fn the ducument that gues o Belling
the proposal tg guarantee the rights of women and girls 10 fresdom of conscience and of religion
in educational fhstitutions has refosed

"Even more scrigus i3 the 2 10 deprive parcnts of their responsibility in the confrantaton
of the otfer of| prograus and puffiic serices m the area ot sexvality, ;ududing sborton.”

The question aod answer periol with joarnalists, which followed the briefing, concuded in the
OP/UR CONFERENCE WOMEN/NAVARRO-VALLS VIS 950620 (1500)

CAr.Icomsszou 1=<}R

CrtY, JUN 20, 1995 (VIS) - T
¥ i held in bt Vatican frode

TOTAL P.O4
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inRome,tyeoen{zrofChdsdanityandsccofthcmmsor

*Tt is significint" bo went
it theis owm p worship in st Yull respect of theip freedom of
cunistance t. unfortuna

of Peter, the ushn:sha

conscience. In ki »i as this, tely, pete bow in eeveral
Islamic oo recognitign”af religious fr are missing Yet the
worldl, oa the miflenntom, 4 wafting for these //77
.pot igus freadnm is by pert of erfadonal —

d of conte civilization.” % %mﬂi
hopc thc right|to \ owo faith wi mmma'yﬂd ievers,

in every comer : -

AG/MOSQ %HDOM - VIS 950621 (180)

BRIEFING ON BBUING i
VATICAN (_rtr , JUN 21, 1995 (VIS) - After outlining the Holy See position for the Scpteaber
4-15 UN-sponsored 4th Wodd Cg;lcrcmc on Women i Be{fiog, Holy Ses Press Office Director
Joaguin Navarro-Valls made additional remarks and answered questions asked by journalists.

He noted thaf, in its contaets with other comntries end institutions in receot months, the Holy Ses

has &ist that “the isetowmg' daily” on fis pasidon for the vonference on women.
“We!wam Bel mum he statod.

The first qubtion concerned the Issue of “gender,” & term whine ing was questioned by
scveial membér Statcs at the Bejjing PrepCom (Preparetory Committee) beld in New York from
March 1S to |April 7. This teri, the director explained, hss tradfdonally been wsed in UN
dociments 10 inean “sex” that i, “nmyculine” and “feminine,” mas or woman. In fact, whea Go
is into French or Spaxish, it becomes the equivalent of "tex,” “man”
: i mmupbymeUNwmdy-mhwuﬁ:nmmi:mqum
shed to cxpand ity definition to include, for example, transsexuals sad bomosexvals.
Navarro-Valis reported oa the of that study and said that the meaning of the word “gender”
remains unchanged from trmdiiopal UN we.

AsYed nhnul the composition bf the Holy See delegation (0 Belflng, be responded thai Lhere
would be 20 u thar the Holy Father was cvahuating the possibilities, and that women would
form, as they have in the past for international conferences, a great part of the delegation. Names
will be xd a1 8 later dutb,

To a question on what thess international conferences mean an a practical level, Joaquin Navatro-
Valtl:‘rgplied:':nm;w“w mﬂm" Domnmmtonm: cthemmwhid:hpropoad
to the internati comnmrity ot ing on mations. are not laws.
'IhchNisno!'alcg!slaﬂve Brvery country has Its partiament. The fuct Usst these documents -
fram Caira, n, Nairobi 10 years ago - are not ing doas not mean they do
ive reflection which has a s levol. These documenty

for example, whea (bo nations of the world come to agree
set forth in that specific document and then act on a national

on one, two or ten points of
level” ' ‘

"Why does the Holy See jcipate in these conferences?” he added, in answer to the same
question. Tt urticipates bocaund the beautiful past of (hese conferences is that they arc, in some
w3y, an l to conscences’| He quoted a member from another delegation atr the Cairo
conference who said e feh the tal coptrlbutdon of the Holy Sec was its propasing to the
international dommunity an ethi¢al dimension to the problemz that everyone wurdo&ndismssing
Navarro-Valis! 2aid “thic is this serves a purpose.’

. ; |

g !

| . 2
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“What are the indispensabl e prindples for the Holy See in view of the Beijing document and
comterence?” asked 8 reporter. office director responded: "The Holy See will inslst on two
things: the human dignity of the (romsu and the yniversal mman rights of the woman.

The HolySe'ewinnot reach a *holy alliance® with Ilam to farm g united froat in the face of the
topics thal will be discussed at|the Heifing conference, said Navarro-Valls, who rejectad the
allegation made: regamling the Holy See delegation at the Cairo conference. “Some Muslim
represcatatives have wanted to ssant thelr concerns sbout some of the themes of the Peking
document international prganizations. We bave agreod to speak with them. Howcves,
although there!are same areas of jgeucral interost for both them and us, there are some substantial
differences befween Christianity pnd Islam an themes such as women, family, ctc., that do wot

mtmwa?rhcuanytypc [ operalive agrecment”

\ {

One journalist asked about th¢ pracdce of abordng female frtuses, as ocours foc cammple in
(hiﬁa.Joaqanavuno—Vallswtbuktothel:suodhmu ights: "The {mportant thing is to
recognize that|human rights are jinivertal, and that consequenty, ht is not up to each country w
decide what they wre, bocause ulicrwise, we cnter the of arbitrarincss.”
OP/OONFBRJI-?.NCB WOMEN/NAVARRO-VALLS ' VIS 950621 (730)

COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA: THE PROTAGONISTS OF EVANGELIZATION

. |
VATICAN CTTY, JUN 21, 199§ (VIS) - Yesierday, o the plenary ssscmbly of the Poantifical
Commission fct Latin America, which is taking place in the Vatican, thie participants reflected on
the prbtagoanists of evengelizatior] from the perspective of the third millennium of the Church,

1

In the momihg, Cardinal Joca T Senchez spoke about priests; Cardinal' Eduardo Martinez Somalo
presented the kale of religious b the work of the pow cvangelization of Latin Amcrica facing the
third millcrnfum: Cardinal o F. Pirouio poke on the apostolate of the laity a5 crafismen of
evangelisatinn|in the third mill with a specal emphasis on the young Lastly, Cardinal
ﬁl-fmlgolow;:;fl'mjmo'rcfctrcdlwdxnku[dshnﬂyhthcncwcvangcﬁaﬁonofhﬁn

(g7~ R ] :

i i
In the afternoon the idcas and bmpoahpmdﬂcdbytbcspcakqs were summed-up, underlining
especially the roblem of sects and the preferential option for the poar.

Cirdinal Jarj P, Schotte, C.LC.M, secretary general of the Synod of Bishops, this morning
on the Synod for America. Later, fite was given for observations, suggestions, and comments before

teaching the sitions, which will be prescmcd this
- PLRRARYJCOMAL, ] VIS 950621 (200)

HOLY SEB ATTENDS oomim«x ON EUROPE-ISLAM RBLATIONS

VATICAN CIY, JUN.21, 1995 (VIS) - Bishop Joseph Khoury, apostolic visitator for the Maronie
faithful in Barope, and ‘presi the Holy See delegatian 1o the Enropean Conference on
Buropo-lglam‘brlelat!ona beld in Stockholm, Sweden, from June 15-17, addressed the wmxsveanblage on
"Burope in l'faoeoftheco istance of religions*

H i :

He said that, in the proccss of buildiog a Burope, importanco must be given to religious
freedom and 1o the intermingling|and mﬁxmxktm in each comntry of hcli‘e':exs of diﬂg'ent
fziths. Buropa must “(urther bechnie a coamnon huuse, whose temauts belong 1o different ethnic
goups and deoominations: alang with the Reformed Churcbes, Latda Catholies and Orthodex
ertsxiansHVquerml Catholics and Onhodox of the Middle East”

|

i
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LETTER
OF POPE JOHN PAUL I
| - TO WOMEN

LBEER'A ECITRICE VATICANA
VATICAN OTY

R

I greet you ail most cordially,

worden throyzhois e werid!

1. I AM WRITING THIS LETTER to each one
o: you as a 3ign of solidarity end grati-

tude on tae eve of the Fcurth World Corference
.or Wemen, 0 be held in Beijing this coming Sep-

tembar. )

‘Before al else, 1 wish to express my deep 2p-
preciction to the United Nations Organizazion for
having sponsored this very significant eveat. Tke
Church desires for her part to contrbute to up-
holding the dignity, role and cights of women, not
orly by ke specific wotk of the Hcly See's official
Delegation to the Conference in Beijing, but also
by speaking directly to the heéart and mind of
evety womai. Recenty, when Mrs Gertrude Mon-
geils, the Secretary General of the ‘Coaference,
visited me in connection with the Peking meeing,
1 gave her 8 written Mesigge which stated some
basic points o: the Church’s teaching with tegard
to women's issues. That message, apert from the
specific sircumstances of its ctigin, was concerned
with a broader vision of the situstion and
problems of women in general, in an at:enpt o
promote the cause of women ix. the Church end in
today’s world. For this rezson, 1 atranged to have

3



- unique experience of joy and traveil. This ex:

journey of life.
4

ke forwarded 10 every Loalerence. of Bishops;-so - -
d_ngt- it could be circulated as widely as possible.

. Taking up the themes I addressed in that doc¢-
unient, I -would mow like 1o spectk directly io every
warran, ‘o ceflect with her on the problems and

the prospects of what it means to be ¢ woman'in

'Q“t‘ﬁme’l“"’m‘c“l“:_{."Wi'b.‘t.@?.‘.so.t:-_sid.e:.tlmff- R

sentia’ issue of the dignity acd rights of women, as
seen in the light of the word of Ged, _

This “d‘alogue” really needs 1o begin .with a
word of thaoks. As [ wrote in my Apostolic Letter

Midieris Dignitatern, the Chuech “desizes to give ;
...‘hanks_lo..daa.MostHoly.Tfi,ﬁw..fg,.thc_(,“ys'm_-T.-.__. ——

of woman' and for every woman—for ail that
censtituzes the eteraal measure of her feminine
dignity, for the ‘great works of Ged', which
throughout human histoty have been azcom-
plished in and through her” (No. 31), |

2. This word. of thanks 1o the Latd for his
oysterious  plan regarding the voeation and i
missior: of women in the world is at the same time
a contete arnd direct werd of thanks to women,
to every woman, for all that they represent in the
life of humsnity. -

Thenk you, worzer who are mothers! You have
sheltered human beings within yourselves in a

petience mskes you become God's own smile
upor. the newborn child, the ona who guides your
childs first steps, whe helps it ta grow, and wao is
the anchor as the child makes its wey along e

" "Thank you, ‘wersen who cré iives? You iirév-
- ocably join your futute to that of your husbands,

in a relationship of mutual giving, at the service of

 love and life. -

Thank you, ubmen who are daughters nr;d
women uho are sisiers! Into the heatt of the farmly,

“and ther of ‘all sodety; you bring the richness of

your sensitiviy, your intuitiveness, your generosity
and fidelity, '

Thank you, tomen 1wbo work! You are present
and active in evety area of life-——social, econsmic,
coltural, antistic and political. - In this way yoa

“make an indispensable contribution to the growth

of a calture which uaites reason and feeling, to a
model of life ever open to the sense of “mystery”,
to the establishment of econoric and political
siructures ever more worthy of humanity,

Thank you, comecrated women! Following the
example of ke greatest of worren, the Mothe: of
Jesus Chtist, the Incernate Word, you oper. your-
sehves with obedience and fidelity to the gift of
God's love. You help the Church and ol markind
lo experieace a “spousa’” relationship to God,
one which magnificeatly expresses the fellowship
wiich God wishes to establish with his creatures.

Thank you, every womsan, for the simple fac: of
being @ wornars! Through the insight which is so
much a part of your womanhood you enrich the
world’s understanding and belp to make human
“telations mote honest and auther:tic

3. 1 know of course thzt sitwply saying thenk
you is not enough. Unfartunately, we are heirs to

>]



A history. which. has conditioned us. to-a-remarkable -

extent. In svery time and place, this conditioning
has been an obstade 1o the progress of women.,

Women's digiity his often bsen nacknowledged
and their prerogatives mistepresented; they have

often been relegated to the roargins of soclety and

women from truly being themseives and it has re.
suted in a spizitual impoverishment of humanity,
Certainly it is no sasy task to assign the blsme for

this, considering the many kinds of cultural condi.

tioning whica down the centuries haye shaped

s e=e-ways—ef-thirking -and -sccing: - Ard—f- sbjactive

blarue, especially ir. particular historical contexts,
has belboaged 10 not just a few members of the
Church, for this I em truly socry. May this tegret

b2 transformed, 0a the part of the whole Chusch,

into a renewed comnitment of fidelity to the Gos.
pel vision. When it comes to setting women free
from evety %ind of exploitation and dorrinztion,
ke Gospel contains an ever reevant message
which goes back to the cttrtede of Jeses Christ bura-
self. Transcendirg e established norms ‘of his
own culture, Jesus treated women with openness,
respect, acceptance and tenderness. In this wey he
honoured the dignity waich women have always
possessed according to God's plan and in his Jove,
As we look to Christ at the end of this Sacond
Milleaniun, it is natural to ask ourselves: how
much of his message has beea heard and acted
upon?

Yes, it is time to exarsite the past unth courage,
to assign tesponsibility where it is due in a review

6

T mevenroduced: o servirede: Thiy ey prevanicd

of the long history o humanity. Women have
contributed to- that histoty as much #s n1=n and,
more often thaa not, they did so in nruch more
ditficult conditions. 1 think particularly of those

~—=--~—women-who-love€- culturs -and-ars;- end-devoted - — ...

thzir lives 20 them in spite of the fact *hat they
were frequenty at a disadvantage from the start,
excluded from ecual educational oppartunities,
underestimated, ignored and not 'given credi: for
their intellectual centributions. Sadly, very lictle of

oremme -~ - women's. achievements.in history can be-registerod- - - -

by the science of history. But even though time
may have buried the documentary sviderce of
those achievements, their beneficent influeace can
be fclt as a force which has skaped the lives of
successive generations, Hght vp 0 out own. To
this greet, immenss feminine “tracitior”” human-
icy owes a debt which can never be repaic. Yet
how :naay women have been and continus to be
vaived more for their physical sppearance than %t
their skill, :kelr professionclism, their intellsctual
ebilities, their deep senst:ivity; in a word, the very
dignity of their being: /

4. And what shal we say of the obstades
‘which In 50 many parts of the world still keep
women from be'ng fully . mtegratéc into social,
policical and economic life? We need on'y think of
kow the gift of mothethaod is often penalized
rather than rewsrded, ever though humanity cwes
its very survival to this gift. Certainly, much re-
mains to be done to p-event discrimination
against those who kave chosen to be wives and

7



'nothw As far as petsonal rights ate concerned,

there is an urgent need to achieve real equality In

evely atca: equa pay for equal work, protection
for wotking mothers, faitness i in career advance-
ments, equality of spouses with' regaid to Farniiy

~ e o= — ~ighty ynd ~tiae recognition: of everything. that is

part of the rights and duties of cltizens in a
democratic State.

This is a mattzr of jastice but also of necessity.
Women will mcteasmgly play a part in the solu-
tion of the serious problems of the future; leisure

sexaality and cotrupts even vety young gltls inco

such violence. Nor can we fail, in the name of the

_respect due 0 the human person, to condemn the

widespread hedonistic and commercial cultuze
which encoutages the systematic exploitation of

" “-letting their bodies be uset for profit.

In contrast to these sorts of pervetsion, what
great appreciation must be shovn to those wemen
who, with a heroic [ove for the child they have
conceived; proceed with- a pregnancy resultirg
from the injastice of rape. Here we ate thinking

s e e —ee = tim e the-quudity-of-Iifs; Tilgration, soqal services,

euthanasia, drugs, hea'th care, the ecobogy, etc. In
all these areas a1 greater presence of women in
socicty wil prove most valuable, for it will hdp to
manifest the contradictions present when sodiety
is organized solely according to the eriteria of effi-
ciency and productivity, and it will force systems
*0 be redesigned in a way which favours the pro-
cesses of humanization which mack the “dviliza-
tion of love”,

5.  Then w9, when w= lock st one of the most
sensitive aspects of the situation of women in the
wotld, how can we not mention the long and de-
grading Hstory, abe’t often an “undérground”
history, of vioience agains: women in thé area of

sexualicy? At the threshold of the Third Miller- .

niam we cannot remain indifferent and resigned
before this chenomenon. The time has come to
conderan vigorously the types of sexwal violence
wkich frequently have women for their object and
to pass laws which effectively defend them from

8

" of strccities perpetrated not only in situations of

war, still 5o common in the werld, but also in
societies which are blessed by prosperity and
peace anc yet are often corrupted by a culture of
hedonistic  permissiveness which  aggravates
- tendencies to_aggressive male belaviour. In these
cases the choice to have an abortion dways
remains a grave sin. But before being something
to blame on the woman, it is a crime for which
guilt needs 10 be attributed to mzn and w the
complicity of the general social enviroament.

€. My word of thanks to women thus becomes

a beartfelt appéal that everyone, and in a spedal

way States and Intetnational Institudions, should
make every eJort to ensure that women regain full
respect for their dignity and role. Here [ cannot
fail to express miy edmiration for those ‘women of
good will who have dévoted their lives to cefend-
ing the dignity of womanhood by fighting for
their basic social, sconomic and political rights,
demonstrating  courageous initiative at ¢ time

9



- ate; tae sign of a fack of Feminia: ty, s manifesta. -

when this qu_oondldqc‘c.:’ggtgc__m.c_][_ Ingppropri:

tian of exhibiticnism, and even a siny .
. [n this year's World ' Day of Peace Meisage, |

T vioked #i3t When-one ooks. it the. great process'of
wemen's liberation, “the joutncy has been' s dlif.

Ficult and complicated one and, at times, not with-
out its share of miscakes, But it has been
subssantialy -« positve one¢, ‘even if 1t 15 seill

~__unfinished, due two the many -obstacles whidh
-t vatloys parts of the wotld, stll prevent

women from  being acknowledged, respected,
aud appreciated in their 6wn speciel dignity”’
(No. 4). S : S
This journey mus- 8o on! But I am convinced
that the sectet of making spsec’y progress in
achieving full respect for women and their !dentity
involves mote than simply the condemnation of
discrimination and Injustices, neceisary though
this may be. Suck: respect myust first and foremost
be won througk: an effsctive and intelligent cams-
- paign fer the promotion of woen, conc_éntm:ing on.
all areas of women'’s life and beginning with a t;-
veisel recognstion of the digrity of wontent. Our abili-
&y to recognize this dignity, in spite.of histotical

conditioning, comes from the vse of reason ltself, |

which is able to undetstand the iaw of God writ-

ten in the heart of every humen being. Mote than

anything else, the word of God engbles us ‘o
grasp cleady the ultiate antbropological basis of
the dignity of women, making it evident es a patt
of God's plen for hunanity.

-7.... .Dear sisters, togezher let us reflect anew on
the magaificent passage in Scriptute  which
describes the creation of the himan race and

coeredo . __which has so much 10 say ab0ut your dignity sod
B oy Bu e Wil et b

The Book of Genesis speaks of creation in
sutirary fashion, in larguage which is poetic a1d
symbolic, yet profoundly true: “God created man
in his own irhage; In the Image of God he created

The creative act of God takes plece according to a
precise plan, Fitst of af, we are told that the hu.
man being is created “in the image anc likeness of
God” (cf. Gen 1:26). This expressicn Ircmediately
makees clear what &s dictict about the Fusman beoy
with regard 0 1hy rest of creation.

We ate then told that, from the very kegin-
ning, man has been creat=d “male and fernale”
(Gen 1:27), Scripture itself provides the interpre-
tetion cf this fec:: even though man is surrcunded
by the innumatahle creatures of the created warld,
he realizes that b2 & aiowe (f, Gen 2:20). God
intervenes in arder to help him escape from this
situation of solitude: “It £s 1ot good that the ran

. shouid be alone; 1 will make birs a belper fit for

bim” (Gen 2:18). Tke creetion of woman Is thus
matked from the outsét by rhe prierple of belp: ¢
help which is not ore-sided but mutral Worar,
complements man, just as man complements
woman: men and wcroen are cowmiementary.
Womarhood expresses the “human’ s much as
manhood does, but in a different and complkmen-
tary way.

him; rrale asd ferale he created them” \Gen :21),



When the Book of Genesis speaks of “help”,

it is not referring metely to actig, but akso to

Lelmg. Vonitnhood and nisnhiood are comple-

tentasy not only frors the physical and psychological

poits of tiew, but a'so from the ontoiogieal, It is

S ----q;ﬂy--dprough—&xe--duality,-of'tlie‘_."rﬁa'sailiﬁé'.ffiﬁ'd__ S

the “feminine” that the *human’ finds full reali-

zation,

8.  After crenting man male. end female, Goc
says to botk: “Bl the earth and subdue 8" (Gen

procreate gs ¢ means of perpetuating the human
species throughout tite, he alfo gives them the
earth, chargirm them with the responsible use of iits re-
tources. As a rationa! anc lree being, mar Js called
to transforn the face of the carth. In this rask,
which is essentially that of culture, man and wermes
clike shate equal responsibility from the start. In
thir fruitful relationship as hushand and wife, ia
their common task of exercising dominion over
the easth, woman and man are marked neicher by
a static and undifferentiated equality nor by an
irreconcilnble and inexorably conflicceal’ differ-
ence. Their most natural relazionship, which cor.
responds to the plan of God, is the “unity of the
two”, 2 relational “uni-duality’’, which enables
each to expetience their interpessonal and recipro-
cal relationship as a gift which enriches and whick
confets responsibility.

To this “unity of the two” God has entrusted
not only the work of ptocreation and Family life, .
>ut the creation of history jtelf. While the 1994

12

- 1128} Not-only does-he-give-ther the power o—

~coutributions rzaqe by womzr 7."—':";.1‘%"&’7-‘;55.-“—

International Year of ke Family focused artention

. on_wgen as motkers, the Beijicg Conference,

which has as its theme “Action for Equality,
Developmen: and Peace”, provides an aasgicious
occasion for heightsning awareness of the many

societies and matiorss. This contribution is primarily
spiritual and cultuzal in nature, bu: socio-polit:cal
and economic ss well. Tac various sectors of
cocicty, hations and states, and the progress of ell
bumanity, a-e cestainly deeply indebted to the

contribution of women!

9.  Progtess usually terds to be measured ac-
cording to the ctiteria of sciencé and technology.
Nor from this point of view ka3 the contribution
of woren been negligible. Even so, dhis is not the
only ‘measure of progress, not In Fact is it the prin-
cipal one. Much more important is the social ard
ethical dimension, which deals with humar. rela-
tior:s and spiritual values. In this area, which often
develops in an irconspicuous way beginning with
the daily relationships between people, especialy
within the farady, society certainly owes much to
the “gentus of wornen”. o

Hers I would ike to exptess pwrticular appre-
ciation to those woiren who are involved In the
various arear 9f education extending w=ll bevend
the family: nuiseries, schools, universities, social
service agencies, pa-iskes, associations and move-
ments. Wherever the wotk of education is called
for, we can note that 'omen are ever reedy and
willing ‘c give themselves generously to others,

B



especially in serving the weakest and most de-
ferceless. In this work they &xdiibit a kind of off
fective, calizel and spirijusi protherbood which has
inestimable value for the development of individ- -

"‘l"“"dd'eﬁ-tmofwmty—ﬂtﬂm'pumr}m—“- e

can I fail 10 mention the witpess of $o many
Catholic worren end Religlous Cong'fe"gations"of
women from every continent who have made
educatior;, particularly the education of boys and
giths, their principal apostolate? How can I not

. ..thinlc---with--gntitude--of-nﬂ-tbq-mmcxrvhnfh!ve""""" T

wotked and continue to work in the aren of health
care, not only in highly crgenized institutions, but
also in very precarious circumstances, in the
peorest countries of the word, thus demonstrat.
ing 8 spitit of service which not infreqaenty -
borders on meryrdom?

10. Mt is thas my hope, dear sistets, that you
will reflect carcfully on what it meany to speak of
the “gentu; of weosen”, not oaly in o-der to be able *
to see in this rhrass a specific part of God's plan -
which needs to be accepted and appreciated, but
also in order to let this genius be more flly ex.
pressed in the iife cf soclety as a whole, as well as
in the life of the Church. This subject came up
frequently during the Merian Vear and [ myself
divelt on it at length in my Apostolic Letter
Medier's Digntatern (1988). In addition, this year’
in the Letter which 1 customarily send o priests
tor Holy Thursday, I invited them to teread
Mulien's Digmtatem and rteflect on the cpor-
tant roles which women have played in their
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lives as mothers, sisters and co-workers in thy
apostolate. This is ancther aspect—different from
the-conjugal aspect;- but -elso important—of that
“help” which women, according to the Book of
Genesis, are called to give to men.

—--—Tbe Church_seet in_Mary the higheit. expression

of the “fendrine zemins” ‘end she finds in her a
soutce of corstan; irspiration. Mary called herself
the “handinaid of -he Lord” (L& 1:38). Tatough
abedicnce to the Word of God she accepted her
lofty yet not easy vocation as wife and mother in

sarvice, she also put herself st the service of
athers: a service of love. Pracisely through this ser-
vice Mary was able to éxperience in he: iife a mys-
tetious, but autheritic “‘reign”. It js not by chance
that ske is invoked as “Queen of heaven and
earth”. The entire community of believers thus in-
voices het; many nations and peoples call upan her
as their “Queen’. For ber, “tc reign” i to serve!
Her service is “to reign”"!

This is the way in which authority naeds to bs
undesrstood, both in the Zamily and in society aad
tae Church, Each person’s fundamen:al vocation
is revealed in this “reigning”, for each person has
been created in the “image” of the Oac who is
Lord of heaven and earth and called to ke his
adoptedd son or daughter in Christ. Man is the
only creature on earth “which God willed for its
own sake”, as the Sscond Vatican Councl
teaches; it significantly adds that man “cannot
fully find himsef except through a sircate gift of
self’ (Gandizm e1 Spes, 24).

15

the_family of Nazareth. Purting herself at God's .~



T s g of Mary consss bn s

She who was, in all her being, a gift for her Son,
bas also becorte a gifi jor the sons apd’ dahteis of
the whole kuman reve; mvakenmg profound trust in
those who seck ker guidance along the difficult

rimie e —praths_of_life. on-the-—way-to--their definitive anc-——1

transcencent destiniy. Each one reaches this final
geal by ficelity to his or her own vocation; this
goal previces meaning and direction for the earth-
ly labours of men and women elike.

.AL._. In this_pssspective .of “semdce’—whick;

when It is carried out with freedom, reciprocity
and love, expresses the truly “royal” naturs of
mankind—one can also sppreciate that the pre-
sence of a certain diversity of roles.is in no way pre--
jadicial to women, providsd thet this diversicy is
not the result of an atbitrary Loposition, -but is
rather an exptession of what is specific to being
male and female. This issue akso has a particular
applicazion within the Chutch. If Christ—by his
free and soveteign choice, cleatly attested to by
the Gosped and by the Church's constant
Tradition—entrusted only to men the task of
being an “icon” of bis countenarce as “‘shepberd”
and “bridegroons” of the Church throtgh the exercise
of the minscterial priesthood, this in no way detracts
from the role of women, or for that matter from
the ro'e of the other membets of the Church who
ate not atdained to the sacred ministry, since ol
share ecually in the dignity sroper to the “cornsmon
priestbocd” basecd on Baptism. These role distine-
tions should not be viewed ir accordance with the
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critetia of Functionality typical in human societies.
Ra:ker they must be understood zecording to the
particahar criteria of the secramenta! sconory, i.e.
the economy o’ “signs” whick God freely chooses
in ordcr to becoms present in the midst of

FunhermO'c, prectscly in lmc with th< econ-
omy of signs, even i apatt from the sacramental
sphere, there is great s'gnificance to thet “woman-
hood” which was lived in such a sublime way by
Mary. In fect, there Is present in the “woman-

--hood" of & womem who belteves, ad espectaly i

a waman who 8 “consecrated”, a kind of inherent
“prophecy” (cf. Mulieris Dignitatern, 29), a povwer-
fully evccative symbolism, o highly significant
*:conic charactes”, which finds its full realization
in Mary and which also aptly expresses the very
essence of the Church a8 a communizy conss:
crated with the integrity of a “erign” beart wc
become ke “bride” of Christ and “wmther” of
believers. When we coasider the “iconic”’ com-
plementarity of malé and female rol=t, two of the
Church's escential dimensicns a:e seen in a cleerer
light: the “Marian” principle end the Apes:oli:-
Petrine principle (cf. b4, 27).

On the otker hand—as I wrote to priests in
this year’s Holy Thuarsday Letter—the ministerial
oriesthood, according tc Chris’'s plan, “is an
expression not of domination but of service”
(No. 7). The Church urgently needs, in her daily
self-teaewel in the light of the Woid of God, to
emphasizs this fact sver mors cleatly, bozk by de-
veloping the spirit of communion and by ca-efully
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fostering all- those mzans- of"parrlclp'idqﬁ whiith

are properly hers, and alsc by showing especs for
and promotirg the diverse personal and cominy-.

- odl cherisms which the Spirit of God bestows for

th2 building up of the Christian community and

the service of humanity, -

two-thousand-year history, for all ity histozicel
coaditioning, has truly experienced the “genius of
woman”; from the heart of the Church there have
emerged women of the highes: calibre who have
lefx an impressive and beneficial mack in history, [

* itk of ‘Giegreat 1ine 'of Woman martyrs, saints

and famous mys:ics. In a particular way I thisik of
Saint Catherine of Sierta and of Saint Teresa of
Avils, whom Pope Pail VI of happy mencory
granted the tide of Doctors of ths Churck. And
how caa we overlook the maay women, inspired
by faith, who were responsible for initistives of
cxtraardinaty social impottarce, especially ir:
serving the pootest of the pcot? The life of the

- Church in the Third Millernium vl cerzainly not

be lacking ir. new and surprising manifestations of
“the feminine genics”.

12.  You can sze then, dear sisters, that the
Church hes many reesons for hoping that the
forthcoming Upited Natior:s Confetence. in
Beliing will bring out the full truth sbout- uomen.
Necessaty emphasis should be placed on. the
“gensut of worners”, wot only by consideting: great
acd famcus women of the.past or present but

also those ordinary women who teveal the gift of
.

7 1 T Vit dotvei of $5vice, e Church —

|

their womanhood by placing themselves at the ser.
vice of others in theit everyday lives. For in giving
chemselves to others each day women fulfll thels
deepest vocation. Pethaps mote than men, woren
acknowledge the persor, because they see pessons

with theif heafs, They seavhetn independendy o~

various ideological or political systems. They see
others in their greatness and limitations; they try
to go out 0 them and Help: them. In this way the
basic plan of the Creator talkes desh in the history
of humanity and there is constantly revealed, ir.

the' varlaty of voeatdory; than beanty—~aot merely - = -

physical, but above all spiritval—which God be-
stowed from the vety begfning on all, and in ¢
particulat way on wamen.

Whilz 1 commend to ths Lerd in prayer the
success of the importano meeting in Beijing, 1
invite Eeclesial Conynmities to make this year ac
occasion of heartfelt thanksgiving to the Creator
and Redsemer of the world for the gift of ¢his
great treasure which is womanhood. In all its
expressions, womanhood' is- part of the essential
heritage of mankind and of the Church herself.

May Mary, Queen of Llcve, watch over won.
en and their mission in service of humanity, of
pegce, of the spread of Goed’s Kingdom
" With my Blessing. :

From the Vetican, 29 June 1995, the: Solemn-
ity of Saints Peter and Paul.



--In the Platform for Action, however, there were proposals to
‘discuss the "innate dignity of women." The US does not support
use of this phrase because it can be seen to imply a different
(and therefore unequal) kind of dignity for women. The US
position is to refer always to "human dignity" or "the dignity
and worth of the human person."

lity v T

--As noted above, the concept of "equality between men and
women" was included in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and is one of the themes of the Fourth World Conference
on women.

--However, there were efforts to introduce terminology which
would undermine this concept. '

—--Iran proposed that the document refer in many places to the
need for "equity" rather than or in addition to "equality."
Iran proposed this language based on its view that men and
women have defined roles which are not based on equality
between the sexes. It believes that discrimination on the
basis of sex is and can be "equitable." The US strongly
believes that "equality" should be used alone in most cases,
especially when referring to legal equality or equal
opportunity.

--Another delegation sought to include terminology referring to
the "fundamental" equality between men and women. Again, the
US believes that this implies that women and men are only equal
within their own spheres. We support use of simply the word
"equality."

an Righ f W nv W ' i

--In talking about human rights, the US and all other
delegations have agreed that the preferred terminology is "the
human rights of women" rather than "women's human rights."
This formulation makes clear that the human rights under
discussion are not particular to women, but are universal in
nature.



Human Rights Terminology
Drafted by: G/CS:MTCurtin
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September 1, 1995

The First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Office of the First Lady

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mrs.Clinton:

No one who attends the Fourth UN World Conference on Women
will have a louder or more influential volce than you will,
As First Lady of the United States, you will be listened to
closely by both governments and thae worldwide NGO community.
This means that should you fail to address several critical
issues, your silence will speak volumes, as well. We beg you
not to remain silent on the state of women’s human rights

everywhere in the world.

If you arc to be a forceful advocate for the rights of
women, you must be prepared to name the governments which
viclate women‘s rights or which fail to take action to
prevent the full range of abuses against women. We
undcrstand that your primary task is to address women'’s
rights issues and not China’s overall human rights record.
But you cannot afford to be silent on thae issue of
violations against Chinese and Tibetan women. The government
of China could lnterpret your silence as condoning the
brutal treatment of women such as its forced abortion and
sterilization progran,

Furthermure, during the Preparation for the conference, the
Chinese government conducted "Public Order®™ sweeps, which
included sixteen executions and numerous detentions. One
such case of detention is Ding Zilin, a university professor
and her husband Jiang Peikun. They were accused of "econonmic
irregularitias". Wwe have adopted them as Prisoners of
conscience, and are demanding their immediate and
unconditional release. Please add your voice to this appeal.

When people are executed or imprisoned so that a UN
conference can take place, it should not be the
responsibility of Amnesty International and other human
rights groups alone to protest. You must not remain mute
when victims of human rights violations have paid such a
price.

Amnesty imemational is an independent waridwide movement warking impartially for the refeaso of all priscners of cunscience, far and prompt trigls for
polttical prisoners and an end (o torture and exscutions. [t is funded by donations from its members and supporiars throughout the wonld.

CHAIR. BOARD OF DIRFCTORS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON OFFICE
Mary W. Grsy Wikiam £ Schuiz James O'Dea
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If this conference is to be a success, it is imperative that
governments leave Baijing having committed to take real and
measurable action to improve the human rights of women,
Specifically, we need your voice to demand that governments
conclude the conference with:

-~ a commitment to reaffirm and build on their previous
commitments to the universality and indivisibility of the
human rights of women.

= @ commitment to take action on state violence against
women.

~ a commitment to tackle human rights violations of women in
armed conflict.

- & commitment to fulfill their international obligations to
end human rights viuvlations occcurring in the private sphere
and in communities.

~ a commitment to protect women activists.

Speak, Mrs. Clinton, speak! We wish you success in these
endeavors.

Sincerely,

Ml F G,

William P. Schulz
Executive Director

dood
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April 7, 1995 13:30AM
Gender Talking Points for US Delegation

o Cender is a commonly used sociological term
that has been conventionally used in UN documents gince the
1970’s. The term "gender" is not defined in the current draft
documents of the CSW or FWCW because it is used in its
conventional usage.

o . Gender signifies that the socio-economic impacts being
discussed are evaluated relative to their differing effects on
men and women.

o Within the Platform for Action, "gender* is used in analyzing
pocio-economic data, with gender sensitivity training for
persons assisting girls who have been victims of abuse and
violence, gender balance when discussing male/female
representation on appointed committees, etc.

o We have heard that some text, not connected with the CSW or
the FWCW, has defined the term vgender® to include sexual
orientation. We have not seen this text. Such a definition
is not the way the term is used in the CSW/FWCW text. Thie is
not the way the USG is using the term *gender" in the text.

o We support the decision of the Chair made on April 6 that a
blanket bracketing of "gender" throughout the text ia not a
productive way to move the document f{orward.

o Our understanding is that where a working group put brackets
on specific uses of gender, these brackets will romain.

o on April 7, the Bureau decided to set up an
ambagssadorial-level contact group to begin work no later than
May 15 in New York to address the use of "gender" in the
CSW/FWCW text. The Ambassador from Namibia will chair it.
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Junc 6, 1995

Fourth World Conrerence on Women
Gender Consultations

The National Review article contains false information.

The US is not seeking to redefine gender in any way. When
the issue of gender was (irst raised at the UN, the State
Department went on record to support the conventional and
traditional usage of the word.

No country at the UN is seeking to redefine the term gender
Lo encompass five genders.

Durina the March/April 1995 Preparatory Conference for the
UN's upcoming Pourth World Conference on Women, Honduras
with support trom Guatemala and Benin and later several
other delegations, sought clarification of the word's
mepaning apparently hased on false rumors circulating that
this commonly-used word was somehow a cover for promoting a
radical notion of "five genders.”

The US position is that gendor is a commonly used term in
socinlogical analysis that has been conventionally used in
UN documents since the 19703. In its adjoctival form, it
is commonly paired with other words such as
gender-disaggregated statistics, gender anslyasia, and
gender gap. When used in this manner, it signifies that
the souclu-economic aclLlon or policies under discussion are
being evaluated relative to their differing impacts on men
and women. These are analytical constructs that ensble
policymakers to understand that practices or policy actions
may impact ditterently on men and women. Common uses £Or
such analyses include the demongtration of salary
differentials between men and women or studying longevity
differences.

The discussion of the word gender is not a North/South
issue. One of the first countries to object to Honduras'
intervention was Indonesia, who made a detailed objection
citing its common usage within the UN system and
internationally.

In May, there werc two meetings of a UN-based conlact group
of interested delegate to resolve the issue.

Chaired by Selma Ashipala of Namibjia, the group reached
canzensus (with the exception of Guatemala) and adopted the
attached statement on May 31.
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT
CONSENSUS ON
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AND UNSAFE ABORTION

The International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) was a major success, with
180 nations endorsing a comprehensive new strategy, embodied in the Program of Action, for
stabilizing world population growth and promoting sustainable development. At the ICPD, held in
Cairo last September, governmental and non-governmental participants worked together to craft a
Program of Action which, among other things, calls for universal access to good quality
reproductive health care services, including safe, effective, voluntary family planning; the
empowerment of women and their full Involvement in all aspects of population programs and
policies; expanded access to education and health care services; increased responsibility of men in
sexual and reproductive health and childrearing; and reduction of wasteful resource consumption.

The ICPD was historic for two principal reasons: the new direction of population policies, focusing
on people’s needs - rather than simply demographic targets; and consensus on a broad range of
difficult issues, in particular, defining reproductve health and reproductive rights and how to
address the public health issue of unsafe abortions, which constitute nearly half of the 50 to 60
million abortions performed each year around the world. Reaching consensus on these issues
required thorough and considered discussions to ensure that the interests and concerns of all
nations were addressed.

No new rights were created at the ICPD. No country is required to change its laws. The Program
of Action is a template for how to have successful programs which create the circumstances in
which voluntary decisions about family size can be made.

The ICPD Program of Action contains 16 chapters addressing components of population related
development policdes: Preamble; Principles; Interrelatdonships Between Population, Sustained
Economic Growth and Sustainable Development; Gender Equality, Equity and Empowerment of
Women; The Family, lts Roles, Rights, Composition and Structure; Population Growth and
Structure; Reproductive Rights and Reproductive Health; Health, Morbidity and Mortality;
Population Distribution, Urbanization and Internal Migration; International Migration; Population,
Development and Education; Technology, Research and Development; National Action;
International Cooperation; Partnership with the Non-Governmental Sector; and Follow-up to the
Conference.

Text from the ICPD Program of Action




Principles for lmplementation
Chapter |l Introduction: The Iimplementation of the recommendations contained in the Program of Action Is

the soverelgn right of each country, conskstent with national laws and development priorities, with full respect
for the varlous religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people, and in conformity with

universalty recognized international human rights.

Reproductive Health

7.2: Reproductive health ks a state of complete physical, mental and soclal well-belng and not merely the
absence of disease or Infirmity, In all matters related to the reproductive system and to Its functlons and
processes. Reproductive health therefore implies that people are able to have a satlsfylng and safe sex life
and that they have the capability to reproduce and the freedom to decide If, when and how often to do so.
Implicit in this last conditlon are the right of men and women to be Informed and to have access to safe,
effective, affordable and acceptable methods of family planning of their cholce, as well as other methods of
thelr cholce for regulation of fertllity which are not against the law, and the right of access to appropriate
health-care services that will enable women to go safely through pregnancy and childbirth and provide couples
with the best chance of having a healthy Infant. In line with the above definition of reproductive health,
reproductive health care Is defined as the constellation of methods, technlques and services that contribute to
reproductive health and well-being by preventing and solving reproductive health problems. It also includes
sexual health, the purpose of which ks the enhancement of life and personal relations, and not merely
counseling and care related to reproduction and sexually transmitted diseases.

Note: After achieving consensus on thks language, the terms reproductive and sexual health are used where
appropriate in the Program of Actlon.
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Reproductive Rights

7.3: Bearing in mind the above deflnition, reproductive rights embrace certaln human rights that are already
recognized In natlonal laws, International human rights documents and other consensus documents. These
rights rest on the recognition of the basic right of all couples and individuals to decide freely and responsibly
the number, spacing and timing of thelr children and to have the Information and means to do 50, and the
right to attaln the highest standard of sexual and reproductive health. It also Includes thelr right to make
declslons concerning reproduction free of discriminatlon, coerclon and violence, a5 expressed In human rights
documents. In the exerdse of this right, they should take Into account the needs of their living and future
children and thelr responsibllites towards the community. The promotion of the responsible exercke of
these rights for all people should be the fundamental basls for government- and community-supported
policies and programs In the area of reproductive health, including family planning. As part of thelr
commitment, full attention should be given to the promotion of mutually respectful and equitable gender
relations and particularty to meeting the educatlonal and service needs of adolescents to enable them to deal
in a positive and responsible way with thelr sexuality. Reproductive health eludes many of the world’s people
because of such factors as: Inadequate levels of knowledge about human sexuality and Inappropriate or poor-
quality reproductive health information and services; the prevalence of high-risk sexual behavior;
discriminatory soclal practices; negative attltudes towards women and girls; and the fimited power many
women and girls have over thelr sexual and reproductive lives. Adolescents are particularty vulnerable
because of their lack of Information and access to relevant services in most countries. Older women and men
have distinct reproductive and sexual health Issues which are often Inadequately addressed.

Note: This Is the only paragraph In the Program of Action which includes the term reproductive rights.

Unsafe Abortion

8.25: In no case should abortion be promoted as a method of famlly planning. AR governments and
relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are urged to strengthen their commitment to
women's health, to deal with the health Impact of unsafe abortion' as a major public health concern and to
reduce the recourse to abortion through expanded and Improved family-planning services. Prevention of
unwanted pregnancies must always be given the highest priority and every attempt should be made to
eliminate the need for abortion. Women who have unwanted pregnancles should have ready access to

health system can only be determined at the national or local level according to the national legislative
process. In circumstances where abortlon k not agalnst the law, such abortion should be safe. In all cases,
women should have access to quality services for the management of complications arising from abortion,
Post-abortion counseling, education and family-planning services should be offered promptly, which will also
help to avold repeat abortions.
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Note: The only other references to abortion in the ICPD Program of Actlon are:

7.44a: To address adolescent sexual and reproductive health Issues, including unwanted pregnancy, unsafe
abortion, and sexually transmitted dlseases, Including HIV/AIDS, through the promotion of responsible and
healthy reproductive and sexual behavior, Including voluntary abstinence, and the provision of appropriate
services and counsellng specifically sultable for that age group;

8.19: ...However, a signiflcant proportion of the abortions carried out are self-induced or otherwise unsafe,
leading to a large fraction of maternal deaths or to permanent Injury to the women involved...

8.20a: To promote women'’s health and safe motherhood; to achleve a rapid and substantial reduction In
maternal morbidity and mortality and reduce the differences observed between developing and developed
countrles and within countries. On the basls of a commitment to women's health and well-belng, to reduce
greatly the number of deaths and morbidity from unsafe abortion' .

12.17: Since unsafe abortion' Is a major threat to the health and lives of women, research to understand
and better address the determinants and consequences of induced abortion, Including Its effects on
subsequent fertllity, reproductive and mental health and contraceptive practice, should be promoted, as well
as research on treatment of complicatlons of abortion and post-abortion care.

13.14b: In the basic reproductive health services component — informatlon and routine services for
prenatal, normal and safe delivery and post-natal care; abortlon (as specified in paragraph 8.25);
Information, education and communication about reproductive health, including sexually transmitted diseases,
human sexuallty and responsible parenthood, and against harmful practices; adequate counseling; diagnosis
and weatment for sexually transmitted diseases and other reproductive tract infectlons, as feasible; prevention
of inferulity and appropriate treatment, where feasible; and referrals, education and counseling services for
sexually transmitted diseases, Including HIV/AIDS, and for pregnancy and delivery complications.

! unsafe abortion is defined as a procedure for terminating an unwanted pregnancy either by persons lacking the
necessary skills or in an environment lacking the minimal medical standards or both (based on World Health
Organizaton, The Preventon and Management of Unsafe Abortion, Report of a Technical Working Group, Geneva,
April 1992 (WHO/MSM/92.5).
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CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF
ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST WOMEN (CEDAW)

U *VIOLENCE AND DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN DONT JUST VICTIMIZE

. INDIVIDUALS; ‘FHEY HOLD BACK WHOLE SOCIETIES ... GUARANTEEING HUMAN
RIGHTS 1S A MORAL IMPERATIVE WITH RESPLCT TO DOTII WOMEN AND MEN.
IT 1S ALSO AN INVESTMENT IN MAKING WHOLE NATIONS STRONGER, FAIRER.
AND BETTER."

‘ . U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher
i from an address ta the Wocld Conference on Human Rights, Vienna, Auatria, 1993,

BACKGROUND

On December 18, 1979, the United Nations adopted the Convention on the Elimina-
von of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). The Convention was
the culmination of mare than thirty years of work by the United Nations Commission
on the Status of Women, a body established in 1946 to monitor the situation of women
world wide and to promote women's rights.

Until 1979, when the General Assembly adopted CEDAW. there was no legally hinding
convention that took an international view of a woman's rights within the family and
within the political, economic and social life of her eountry.

CURRENT STATUS
Ac of January 1994, 131 countries had ratificd the Conventicn.

The United Statcs was active in the diafting of the Convendon and signed 1t July 11,
1980. lt was transmitted to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in November of
1980. In the suuuncr of 1990, the Senate Foreign Relanons Committee held hearings
on the Convention. At that ime, the Statc Department testified it was not prepared
with & legal analysis of the Convention to determine how it comports with U.S. law.

In the spring of 1993, a letter signed by sixty-cight members of the Senate was sent to
President Bill Clinton asking him o take the necessary steps to rarify CEDAW. In June
of 1993, Secretary of State Warren Christopher announced at the World Conference on
Human Rights in Vienna that the Administration would move on CEDAW and other

human rights treaties. ,_./‘

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. CONTACT THE WORKING GROUP ON RATIFICATION OF
CEDAW, c/0 AILEEN COOPER, B'NAI B'RiTH WOMEN, 1828 L. STREET, N.W., Surre
250. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20038. TELErHONE: (202) 8837-1370

— ——




Senator Clatborne Pell (D-RI), chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Cammittes,
has made public liis desire to move CEDAW to the floor of the Senate for a vote 3s

soon ax is feasible after recelving the State Department repore.

Sixty-seven "yes” votes are required for the Senate ta consent to ratification. Action by
the Houe of Representatives is not required for international treaty ratification.

IMPORTANCE OF U.S. RATIFICATION

The Convention reinforces the dcfinition uf discriminanon against women so that
those who would discriminate on the basis of sex can no longer claim that no clear
definition exists.

Many women in othes parts of the world lack basic legal rights or protection of their
rights under the law. The cry that women's tights are humnan rights originates from
consideration of che plight of these women. As a leading advocate for human rights,
the United States has an Interest in helping improve conditions for these wounen. Yet,
as one of the few nations that has failed to ratify the Women's Convention, the United
States compromiscs its credibility and persiasivenese as a foree fo human rights for
women. The fact that the United States was heavily involved in the drafting of
CEDAW also lends weight to its ohligation to racify.

Ratification of the Convention is called for in tic concluding documents of the
Vienna/Helsinki agreements of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in
Europe (CSCE). The United States was a signatory of CSCE and should comply with
its provisions.

U.S. ratification means that the United States can join the Unired Natdons Committee
ou the Elimination of Discrimination (CEDAW), which monitors reports of progress
in treatment of women from the countries that hove ratifled CEDAW.

TREATY SYNTHESIS

ARTICLE 1 defines discrimination against women as axiy distinction or restriction made
on the basis of sex which has the effcct or purpose of impairing the recognition, enjoy-
ment or exercise of human righes.

ARTICLE 2 mandates States Parties to condemn discriminadon in all ies forms and 1o
cn.;ure thar national lcgal franieworks embody the principles of equality between men
and women,

ARTICLE 3 mandates ratifying countries to guaranter women their basic human rights.

ARTIICLE 4 directs ratifying countries to iniriate special mcasutes to accelerate women's
equality, _

ARTICLE S states that family educadon should include a proper understanding of marer.
nity and that both men and women play a role in (he upbringing of children.




ARTICLE 8 mandates ratifying countries to initiate measures that will suppress all
forms of traffic in women and exploitation of women through prostitution.

ARTICLE 7 outlines the dghts of women in palitical and public life, including che
right to vote in elections, to participate in the formulation of government policy, to
hold office and to participate in non-governmental organizations concerncd wich che
political life ofthe country.

ARTICLE 8 requires that women have the opportunity to represent their governments
at che international level.

ARTICLE 9 mandates that women will have equal rights to acquire, change or retain
their nationality and that of their children.

ARTICLE 10 outlines equal rights in career and vocational guidance, choice of cur:
ricula, scholarships and study grants, and continuing educaton.

ARTICLE 11 outlines equal rights in employment including equal opportunities, free
choice of employment and professional training, squal remuneration, health benefits,
and evaluation of work.

ARTICLE {2 mandates equal access to health care services.

ARTICLE 13 states that women shall have, on an equal basis with men, the following
righes. bank loans, muitgages and other forms of financlal credit and paracipation in
recreational activities, sports and all aspects of cultural life.

ARTICLE 14 focuses on the particular problems faced by rural women includirg
access to healch care, access to training and education, and access to credit and loans.

ARTICLE 15 requires that women have equal treatment before the law including the
right to make contracts and be free to choose their residence and domicile.

ARTICLE {6 mandates that women have equal rights with men in matecrs rclating o

family and raarriage including the right o choose a spouse, and the tight to ownership
of property.

ABTIQL_I: 1 7 calls for the escablishment of the Cununittee on the Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) which will evaluate progress made in

implementation of the Convention.

ARTICLE 10 establishes a schedule of reporting on progress by ratifying countries.
ARTIGLE 19 cstablishes a term of two years for officers of CEDAW,

ARTICLA 20 establishes a cycle of meetings to review reports of ratifying countries.
ARTICLE 21

directs CEDAW to make general recommendations based on reports.

ARTICLE 22 allows for specialized : . ' .
scope of their activities. pecialized agencies to submit reports that fall within the




ARTICLES 29 - 30 detail administration of the Convention.

ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE ENDORSED THE CONVENTION
ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION

AGAINST WOMEN

American Association of Retired Persons
American Associanon of University Women
Amcrican Bar Associntion
Americans for Democratic Action
American Federation of Teachers
Anerican Jewish Conmmiiteee
American Jewish Congress
Anwerican Medical Women's Association
Aaunerican Nurses Assoc:ation
Amcrican Psychuatric Association
American Veterans Committec
Amit Women
Amncsty International
Anti-Defumanion Laagir of R'nai R'rich
Assacistion for Women in Psychology
Association fnr Women in Science
Black Women's Agenda
B'nai R'rirh Intermational
B'nai B'rich Women
Center for Ralicy Alternacives ~
(Women's Fronomic Justice Center)
Church Women United
Committee For International
Human Righes Inquiry
Episcopal Church, USA
Fvangelical Lutheran Church in Amccica
Emunah Wamen
Federally Employad Women
Gray Panthers
Hadassah
Lawycrs Committee for Human Rights
Leaderchip Conference on Civil Righes
League of Women Vocers of the USA
Na’amac USA
National Assembly of Religious Women
National Association of Commissions
for Women
National Assuciadon of Social Workers
National Association of Women Judges
Nntional Associadon of Women Lawyers
National Black Women's Health Project
Natiuial Board of the YWCA of the USA
Nadonal Coalition of 100 Black Women
Nariutsl Conference of Christians and Jews
National Council of the Clwurches of Christ
i the USA

Nartional Council of Jewish Women
Nationa! Education Association
Nationa! Federation of Business and
Professional Women's Clubs
National Federation of Teraple Sisterhoods
National Hook-up of Black Women. Inc.
National Ladies Auxiliary. Jewith War Veterans
National Jewitsh Community Relations
Advisory Council
Narional 1 swyers Guild
National Organization For Women (NOW)
NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund
National Spiritual Asscmbly of Baha'is
of the United Statss
National Women's Conference Committee
National Women's Polidcal Caucus
National Women's Scudies Association
Orgunisation of Pan/Asian American Wonwu
Planned Parenthood Federation of America
United Presbyrerian Church (U.S.A))
Society for the Advanccment of Women's
Healch Rescart
Soroptimist International
St Joun's Allisnce
Unimnan Universalist Scrvice Commictee
Uniwrian Universalist Assoctation
of Congregations
Uniced Chwrch of Christ
Unured Methodise Church
United Nanons Association of the United States
United States Conference of Mayors
Wider Opportunities for Women
The Women Activist Fund, Inc.
Woman for International Peace and Arbitration
Women's Action Allliance, Inc.
Women's American ORT
Women's Branch, Union of Orthodox Tewish
Congregations of America
Women's International League for
Peace and Freedom
Women's International Public Health Netwearlk:
Women's League for Conservative Judaism
Women's Legal Defense Fund
Womens Action for New Direcdons
World Federalist Association
Zonta International




THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 13, 1994

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the President, I am writing to convey the
Administration’s strong support for prompt ratification of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women.

As you are aware, this important human rights treaty has
been pending before the Senate since 1980, when the United
States signed it. Despite the expression of strong support for
ratification by a wide spectrum of the non-governmental
community at several Congressional hearings, prior
Administrations did not embrace the Convention. Consequently
the process of ratification has languished. Over 130 States
are now parties to the Convention; the United States is not.

It is time to remedy this situation.

The Clinton Administration has placed particular emphasis
on the protection and advancement of women’s rights in the
international ‘community. We strongly supported inclusion of
provisions on women’s rights in the Vienna Declaration and
Program of Action adopted at the Second World Conference on
Human Rights last summer. We have taken steps to incorporate
women’s concerns into U.S. assistance programs, refugee
programs, and population policy. We are funding projects
around the world to assist women’s groups and promote women’s
rights, ranging from expanding literacy (including literacy in
legal matters) and promoting health care to protecting refugee
women. Working closely with the United Nations, we are
promoting the systematic integration of women'’s issues into UN
programs, the training of UN personnel to ensure sensitivity
and competence in addressing gender-based abuses, and the
appointment of more women to positions of responsibility in the
UN. We strongly supported the appointment of a Special
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women at the last session of the

The Honorable
Claiborne Pell,
Chairman,
Committee on Foreign Relations,
United States Senate.
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UN Human Rights Commission. Another top priority is to ensure

_that the War Crimes Tribunal investigating the former

Yugoslavia addresses the systematic rape of women as an
instrument of ethnic cleansing.

Ratification of the Convention at this time would serve
both to underscore our commitment to women's rights and to
enhance our ability to protect and promote those rights
internationally. With the Fourth World Conference on Women
impending, it is in the U.S. interest to ratify this treaty
promptly, since we are the only country in the Western
Hemisphere which has not. 1In particular, participation by the
United States in the work of the Committee on the Elimination

" of Discrimination Against Women, which oversees implementation

of the treaty by States Parties, would provide an opportunity
for the United States to play an even more active and effective
role in the articulation and advancement of the principles of
non-discrimination and equality for women around the world.

These principles find clear expression, of course, in our
own domestic law. At both the federal and state levels,
current U.S. law provides strong guarantees of equal
protection, as well as effective protections against
discriminatory conduct. As a result, our law largely complies
with the requirements of the Convention. Ratification can
therefore be premised on a relatively small number of
reservations, understandings and declarations. They are set

forth in the enclosed list.

To assist the Committee in its consideration of these
proposals, 1 am enclosing a detailed memorandum analyzing the
requirements of the Convention in relation to the relevant
provisions of current U.S. law and explaining the reasoning
pehind each of the proposed reservations, understandings and

declarations.

On behalf of the President, I urge the Senate to give its
advice and consent to ratification of this important human

rights treaty.

Sincerely,

s

Warren Christopher

Enclosures:

1. Proposed ReServations, Understandings and
Declarations _
2. Analysis of the Convention



