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TO: RUEHBJ/AMEMBASSY BEIJING 2252 
RUCNDT/USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 2867 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 0844 

INFO: //// 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ROME 012015 

STATE FOR G/CS, 10 AND EUR/WE 
BEIJING FOR FWCW DELEGATION 

FROM EMBASSY i | f j l i | /MESSAGE NO. 245/95 

E.0.12356: N/A 

TAGS: KWMN, PHUM, SOCI, PREL, PREF, UN, CH, VT 
lUBJECT: POPE CALLS FOR SUCCESSFUL FWCW AND COMMITS 

CHURCH TO "SPECIAL OPTION" FOR GIRLS AND 
YOUNG WOMEN IN EDUCATION, BASIC±1EALIH-CAR&-

*ePE JOHN PAtjt-irroLD T H E i p i i p l ' s D E L E G A T I O N T O 
THE FWCW AUG 29 THAT HE HOPED FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE 
THAT WOULD "GUARANTEE ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD 
•EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE', THROUGH FULL RESPECT 
FOR THEIR EQUAL DIGNITY AND FOR THEIR INALIENABLE HUMAN 
RIGHTS, SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE THEIR FULL CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE GOOD OF SOCIETY." THE POPE ALSO RECALLED HIS RECENT 
PRONOUNCEMENTS FOCUSED HOLY SEE POSITIONS AND CATHOLIC 
CHURCH TEACHING "ON THE DIGNITY, RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF WOMEN IN TODAYS SOCIETY: IN THE 
FAMILY, IN THE WORKPLACE, IN PUBLIC LIFE." 

2. RESPONDING TO THE UNSYG'S REQUEST FOR CONCRETE 
COMMITMENTS BY BEIJING PARTICIPANTS TO IMPROVE WOMEN'S 
CONDITIONS, THE POPE ANNOUNCED THAT THE P l f j f S i i 
COMMITMENT WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A SPECIAL ''OPTION IN 



COMMITMENT WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A SPECIAL "OPTION IN 
FAVOR OF GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN" IN EDUCATION AND BASIC 
NUTRITION AND HEALTH CARE. THE POPE'S COMMITMENT IMPLIES 
CHANGES IN POLICY AND PRACTICE ON BEHALF OF GIRLS AND 
YOUNG WOMEN IN THE MANY THOUSANDS OF EDUCATIONAL AND 
BASIC HEALTH CARE FACILITIES THAT THE CHURCH OPERATES 
AROUND THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

4. THE COMPLETE TEXT OF THE POPE'S REMARKS IN THE 
ORIGINAL ENGLISH FOLLOWS: 

(BEGIN TEXT OF POPE'S REMARKS) 

AS YOU PREPARE TO LEAVE FOR BEIJING, I AM HAPPY TO MEET 
YOU, THE HEAD OF THE DELEGATION OF THE HOLY SEE TO THE 
FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, AND THE OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE DELEGATION. THROUGH YOU, I EXTEND MY BEST WISHES 
AND PRAYERS TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE CONFERENCE, 
TO THE PARTICIPANT NATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS, AS WELL AS 
TO THE AUTHORITIES OF THE HOST COUNTRY, THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

MY WISHES ARE FOR THE SUCCESS OF THIS CONFERENCE IN ITS 
AIM TO GUARANTEE ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD "EQUALITY, 
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE", THROUGH FULL RESPECT FOR THEIR 
EQUAL DIGNITY AND FOR THEIR INALIENABLE HUMAN RIGHTS, SO 
THAT THEY CAN MAKE THEIR FULL CONTRIBUTION TO THE GOOD OF 
SOCIETY. 

OVER THE PAST MONTHS, ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS, I HAVE DRAWN 
ATTENTION TO THE POSITIONS OF THE HOLY SEE AND TO THE 
TEACHING OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON THE DIGNITY, RIGHTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF WOMEN IN TODAYS SOCIETY: IN THE 
FAMILY, IN THE WORKPLACE, IN PUBLIC LIFE. I HAVE DRAWN 
INSPIRATION FROM THE LIFE AND WITNESS OF GREAT WOMEN 
WITHIN THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES WHO HAVE BEEN 
PIONEERS WITHIN SOCIETY, AS MOTHERS, AS WORKERS, AS 
LEADERS IN THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL FIELDS, IN THE CARING 
PROFESSIONS AND AS THINKERS AND SPIRITUAL LEADERS. 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UN HAS ASKED THE NATIONS 
PARTICIPATING IN THE BEIJING CONFERENCE TO ANNOUNCE 
CONCRETE COMMITMENTS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITION 
OF WOMEN. HAVIMG LOOKED AT THE VARIOUS NEEDS OF WOMEN IN 
TODArS WORLD, THE HOLY SEE WISHES TO MAKE A SPECIFIC 
OPTION REGARDING SUCH A COMMITMENT: AN OPTION IN FAVOR OF 
GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN. THEREFORE, I CALL ALL CATHOLIC 
CARING AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO ADOPT A CONCERTED 
AND PRIORITY STRATEGY DIRECTED TO GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN, 
ESPECIALLY TO THE POOREST, OVER THE COMING YEARS. 



IT IS DISHEARTENING TO NOTE THAT IN TODAYS WORLD THE 
SIMPLE FACT OF BEING A FEMALE, RATHER THAN A MALE, CAN 
REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF BEING BORN OR OF SURVIVING 
CHILDHOOD; IT CAN MEAN RECEIVING LESS ADEQUATE NUTRITION 
AND HEALTH CARE, AND IT CAN INCREASE THE CHANCE OF 
REMAINING ILLITERATE AND HAVING ONLY LIMITED ACCESS OR 
NONE AT ALL, EVEN TO PRIMARY EDUCATION. INVESTMENT IN 
THE CARE AND EDUCATION OF GIRLS, AS AN EQUAL RIGHT, IS A 
FUNDAMENTAL KEY TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IT IS FOR 
THIS REASON THAT TODAY: 

- I APPEAL TO ALL THE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES LINKED TO THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH TO GUARANTEE EQUAL ACCESS FOR GIRLS TO 
EDUCATE BOYS TO A SENSE OF WOMEN'S DIGNITY AND WORTH TO 
PROVIDE MORE POSSIBILITIES FOR GIRLS WHO ARE 
DISADVANTAGED, AND TO IDENTIFY AND REMEDY THE REASONS WHY 
GIRLS DROP OUT OF EDUCATION AT AN EARLY STAGE; 

- I APPEAL TO THOSE INSTITUTIONS WHICH ARE INVOLVED IN 
HEALTH CARE, ESPECIALLY PRIMARY HEALTH CARE, TO MAKE 
IMPROVED BASIC HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION FOR GIRLS A 
UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 02 ROME 012015 

STATE FOR G/CS, 10 AND EUR/WE 
BEIJING FOR FWCW DELEGATION 

FROM EMBASSY i i i l H / M E S S A G E NO. 245/95 

E.G. 12356: N/A 

TAGS: KWMN, PHUM, SOCI, PREL, PREF, UN, CH, VT 
SUBJECT: POPE CALLS FOR SUCCESSFUL FWCW AND COMMITS 

CHURCH TO "SPECIAL OPTION" FOR GIRLS AND 
YOUNG WOMEN IN EDUCATION, BASIC HEALTH CARE 

HALLMARK OF THEIR SERVICE; 

- I APPEAL TO THE CHURCH'S CHARITABLE AND DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS TO GIVE PRIORITY IN THE ALLOCATION OF 
RESOURCES AND PERSONNEL TO THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF GIRLS; 

- I APPEAL TO CONGREGATIONS OF RELIGIOUS SISTERS, IN 
FIDELITY TO THE SPECIAL CHARISM AND MISSION GIVEN TO THEM 
BY THEIR FOUNDERS, TO IDENTIFY AND REACH OUT TO THOSE 
GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN WHO ARE MOST ON THE FRINGES OF 
SOCIETY, WHO HAVE SUFFERED MOST, PHYSICALLY AND MORALLY, 
WHO HAVE THE LEAST OPPORTUNITY. THEIR WORK OF HEALING, 
CARING AND EDUCATING, AND OF REACHING TO THE POOREST IS 
NEEDED IN EVERY PART OF THE WORLD TODAY; 



NEEDED IN EVERY PART OF THE WORLD TODAY; 

-- I APPEAL TO CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES AND CENTERS OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION TO ENSURE THAT, IN THE PREPARATION OF 
FUTURE LEADERS IN SOCIETY, THEY ACQUIRE A SPECIAL 
SENSITIVITY TO THE CONCERNS OF YOUNG WOMEN; 
--1 APPEAL TO WOMEN AND WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE 
CHURCH AND ACTIVE IN SOCIETY TO ESTABLISH PATTERNS OF 
SOLIDARITY SO THAT THEIR LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE CAN BE 
PUT AT THE SERVICE OF GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN. 

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST WHO IDENTIFIES HIMSELF WITH 
THE LEAST AMONG CHILDREN, WE CANNOT BE INSENSITIVE TO THE 
NEEDS OF DISADVANTAGED GIRLS, ESPECIALLY VICTIMS OF 
VIOLENCE AND A LACK OF RESPECT FOR THEIR DIGNITY. 

IN THE SPIRIT OF THOSE GREAT CHRISTIAN WOMEN WHO HAVE 
ENLIGHTENED THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE 
CENTURIES AND WHO HAVE OFTEN CALLED THE CHURCH BACK TO 
HER ESSENTIAL MISSION AND SERVICE, I APPEAL TO THE WOMEN 
OF THE CHURCH TODAY TO ASSUME NEW FORMS OF LEADERSHIP IN 
SERVICE AND I APPEAL TO ALL THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE 
CHURCH TO WELCOME THIS CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN. 

I APPEAL TO ALL MEN IN THE CHURCH TO UNDERGO, WHERE 
NECESSARY, A CHANGE OF HEART AND TO IMPLEMENT, AS A 
DEMAND OF THEIR FAITH, A POSITIVE VISION OF WOMEN. I ASK 
THEM TO BECOME MORE AND MORE AWARE OF THE DISADVANTAGES 
TO WHICH WOMEN, AND ESPECIALLY GIRLS, HAVE BEEN EXPOSED 
AND TO SEE WHERE THE ATTITUDE OF MEN, THEIR LACK OF 
SENSITIVITY OR LACK OF RESPONSIBILITY MAY BE AT THE ROOT. 

ONCE AGAIN, THROUGH YOU, I WISH TO EXPRESS MY GOOD WISHES 
TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE BEIJING 
CONFERENCE AND TO ASSURE THEM OF MY SUPPORT, AS WELL AS 
THAT OF THE HOLY SEE AND THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, FOR A RENEWED COMMITMENT OF ALL TO THE GOOD OF 
THE WORLD'S WOMEN. 

(END TEXT OF POPE'S REMARKS) 
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PRM/POP:E Marshall:EM 
08/18/95 79718 SEPOP 001243 95 PRM 01068 
G/CS:T LOAR 

G/CS:M CURTIN, IO/ESA:K J MCGUIRE, L/HRR:D P STEWART, 
EUR:K INGMANSON, G:D HARWOOD, USUN:S A GEORGE 

PRIORITY ROME 

Rome f o r Vatican; f o r usrep icao, nesco, fodag, unep 

). 12356: N/A 

TAGS: KWMN, PHUM, SOCI, CH, UN, PREF 

SUBJECT: UNITED NATIONS FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN 
— f i n a l request f o r demarche 

REF: (A) 95 STATE 171929, (B) 95 STATE 158733 

fo r USREP ICAO, NESCO, FODAG, UNEP 

1. SUMMARY. DURING THE INFORMAL NEGOTIATING SESSION FOR 
THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN (FWCW) IN NEW YORK, 
A SIDE DISCUSSION ON HEALTH ISSUES WAS CONDUCTED WITH 
MONSIGNOR MARTINSIDE. BOTH THE USG AND THE HOLY SEE 
REQUESTED ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR IDEAS FOR 
REMOVING BRACKETS BE EXCHANGED PRIOR TO ARRIVING IN 
BEIJING. THIS CABLE OUTLINES SEVERAL USG SUGGESTIONS ON 
HOW TO REMOVE BRACKETS IN THE HEALTH SECTION OF THE 
PLATFORM FOR ACTION (PFA) FOR THE FWCW. POST IS 
REQUESTED TO USE THIS GUIDANCE IN DISCUSSING HEALTH 
ISSUES WITH HOLY SEE REPRESENTATIVES. PARAGRAPH 16 OF 
" S MESSAGE INCLUDES KEY POINTS FOR USE AS AN AIDE 

aRE. END SUMMARY. 

ACTION REQUESTED 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS AND 



USE THE TALKING POINTS AT PARAGRAPH 7 TO ELICIT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S THINKING ON THE ISSUES IN THE PLATFORM FOR 
ACTION WHICH REMAIN TO BE NEGOTIATED. WE ARE 
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN FINDING AREAS OF COMMON 
AGREEMENT. PLEASE SLUG CABLE FOR G/CS AND INCLUDE USUN 
~'W YORK AND EMBASSY BEIJING AS ADDRESSEES. PLEASE ALSO 
lEMBER TO USE THE KWMN TAG. 

HEALTH 

3. AS DESCRIBED REFTEL B, THE PRIMARY USG OBJECTIVE IS 
TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN, AND 
TO REAFFIRM AND BUILD ON THE COMMITMENTS MADE AT OTHER 
IMPORTANT UN CONFERENCES. WOMEN PLAYED VITAL, 
PARTICIPATORY ROLES IN THESE CONFERENCES, AND MANY ISSUES 
OF CONCERN TO WOMEN WERE ADDRESSED AT THESE CONFERENCES. 
ENSURING THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN IN EVERY SOCIETY IS 
ESSENTIAL TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 

4. ISSUES RELATED TO HEALTH ARE THE LEAST NEGOTIATED 
BECAUSE THEY WERE PUSHED TO THE END OF THE MARCH PREPCOM 
AND WERE NOT ADDRESSED DURING THE SUMMER INFORMALS. WE 
WERE SUCCESSFUL, HOWEVER, IN EXPANDING THE SECTION TO 
ADDRESS A LIFESPAN APPROACH TO WOMEN'S HEALTH AS WELL AS 
A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH ISSUES. THE LANGUAGE IN BRACKETS 
IS PRIMARILY CONSENSUS LANGUAGE AGREED TO IN 1994 AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
(ICPD). DURING THE PREPCOM, IT SEEMED THAT GENERALLY THE 
G-77 WAS STANDING BEHIND THE AGREEMENTS ON ISSUES SUCH AS 

"PRODUCTIVE AND SEXUAL HEALTH, REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS, 
,AFE ABORTION AND CONDOMS, BUT THE HANDFUL OF COUNTRIES 

WHICH TOOK RESERVATIONS AT THE ICPD HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
WILLING TO ACCEPT THE LANGUAGE FOR THE FWCW. THE UNITED 
STATES DOES NOT INTEND TO PUSH FOR LANGUAGE ON WHICH WE 
WERE UNABLE TO AGREE AT THE ICPD, BUT PLACES A HIGH 
PRIORITY ON REAFFIRMING ITS COMMITMENT TO THE AGREEMENTS 
ACHIEVED AT THE ICPD, MANY OF WHICH ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO 
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT. 

5. AT THE ICPD, A GREAT DEAL OF TIME WAS SPENT 
NEGOTIATING BROADLY ACCEPTED LANGUAGE ON PARENTAL 
INVOLVEMENT WITH ADOLESCENT HEALTH SERVICES. 
UNFORTUNATELY, THAT LANGUAGE IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT 
PFA, AND INSTEAD MORE THAN 20 REFERENCES USING 
NON-CONSENSUS LANGUAGE ON PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT (SOME OF 
WHICH ARE ENTIRELY ILL-PLACED) ARE INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT 
PLATFORM. WE WOULD RECOMMEND THE INCLUSION OF THE ICPD 
CONSENSUS PARAGRAPH 7.4 5 IN THE SECTION ON HEALTH, AND 
REMOVING THE ADDITIONAL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT REFERENCES 
THAT ARE IN BRACKETS. FOR YOUR INFORMATION, THE ICPD 
LANGUAGE FOLLOWS: 

"RECOGNIZING THE RIGHTS, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
PARENTS AND OTHER PERSONS LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR 

^ESCENTS TO PROVIDE, IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH THE 
JVING CAPACITIES OF THE ADOLESCENT, APPROPRIATE 

DiKECTION AND GUIDANCE IN SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE 
MATTERS, COUNTRIES MUST ENSURE THAT PROGRAMS AND 
ATTITUDES OF HEALTH-CARE PROVIDERS DO NOT RESTRICT THE 
ACCESS OF ADOLESCENTS TO APPROPRIATE SERVICES AND THE 
INFORMATION THEY NEED, INCLUDING ON SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED 
DISEASES AND SEXUAL ABUSE. IN DOING SO, AND IN ORDER TO, 



INTER ALIA, ADDRESS SEXUAL ABUSE, THESE SERVICES MUST 
SAFEGUARD THE RIGHTS OF ADOLESCENTS TO PRIVACY, 
CONFIDENTIALITY, RESPECT AND INFORMED CONSENT, RESPECTING 
CULTURAL VALUES AND RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. IN THIS CONTEXT, 
COUNTRIES, SHOULD, WHERE APPROPRIATE, REMOVE LEGAL, 
"̂ GULATORY AND SOCIAL BARRIERS TO REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
'ORMATION AND CARE FOR ADOLESCENTS." 

6. THE US SUPPORTS INCLUDING LANGUAGE OPPOSING COERCIVE 
REPRODUCTIVE PRACTICES, SUCH AS FORCED STERILIZATION OR 
FORCED ABORTION AND OBTRUSIVE MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS. THE 
DRAFT PLATFORM CURRENTLY INCLUDES THREE VERSIONS OF 
PARAGRAPH 107H, WHICH REFERS TO THESE ISSUES. THE US CAN 
ACCEPT EITHER OF THE FIRST TWO VERSIONS, BUT FEELS THAT 
THE THIRD VERSION, WHICH STATES THAT PHYSICIANS MUST BE 
PRESENT ANY TIME CONTRACEPTIVE DEVICES ARE PRESCRIBED AND 
MUST PROVIDE INFORMATION ON ONLY NEGATIVE SIDE EFFECTS 
AND NOT THE BENEFITS OF MEDICATION, IS UNREALISTIC AND 
INAPPROPRIATE. 

TALKING POINTS 

7. POSTS ARE ASKED TO DRAW ON THE ABOVE BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION AND TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC POINTS. 
ANY INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS OR OTHER MATTERS 
OF CONCERN WHICH YOU CAN OBTAIN FROM THE HOST COUNTRY 
WILL GREATLY FACILITATE THE NEGOTIATIONS IN BEIJING. 

- WE BELIEVE THAT WE MADE PROGRESS AT THE MARCH PREPCOM 
ADDRESSING A BROAD SET OF ISSUES RELEVANT TO WOMEN'S 
\LTH. WE ARE INTERESTED IN KNOWING, HOWEVER, IF THERE 

ARE ISSUES THAT YOU BELIEVE HAVE NOT RECEIVED PROPER 
ATTENTION AND, IF SO, IF YOU HAVE PLANS TO TRY TO AMEND 
THE DRAFT PLATFORM TO REFLECT THOSE VIEWS. 

-- THE US IS COMMITTED TO REAFFIRMING THE AGREEMENTS 
ACHIEVED AT THE ICPD, MANY OF WHICH ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO 
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT. WE HOPE YOU WILL SUPPORT 
UNBRACKETING OF CURRENTLY BRACKETED ICPD LANGUAGE. 

-- LANGUAGE IN BRACKETS WHICH SHOULD BE ACCEPTABLE BASED 
ON CONSENSUS LANGUAGE (AGREED IN THE PAST) RELATED TO 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, SEXUAL HEALTH, REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS, 
UNSAFE ABORTION, CONDOMS AND OTHER CONTRACEPTIVES. WHILE 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE HOLY SEE TOOK RESERVATIONS ON 
THESE ISSUES DURING THE ICPD, WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE 
LIMITED TIME IN BEIJING WILL NOT BE DIVERTED TO 
RENEGOTIATING THE AGREEMENTS REACHED IN CAIRO, WHICH 
REPRESENTED THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S BEST EFFORT ON 
CONSENSUS. 

-- THE CHAPEAU TO CHAPTER TWO RELATED TO IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE PFA, SOVEREIGNTY, RELIGIOUS AND ETHICAL VALUES AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE ICPD PROGRAM OF ACTION IS VITALLY 

ÔRTANT TO A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES. WE BELIEVE THAT THAT 
:T LANGUAGE SHOULD BE USED IN PARAGRAPH 9 OF THE FWCW 

Pr A. 

— ADDITIONAL NEGOTIATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO DETERMINE HOW 
TO REFER TO THE DOCUMENT FROM THE ICPD. WE WERE 
ENCOURAGED BY THE G-77 FORMULATION "AS AGREED IN THE 
REPORT OF THE ICPD," WHICH ENSURES THE INCLUSION OF THE 



RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS. WE ARE INTERESTED IN 
KNOWING THE PREFERRED LANGUAGE OF THE HOLY SEE AND WHERE 
THIS REFERENCE IS BEST INCLUDED. 

-- THE RESTATING OF SEVERAL ISSUES FROM THE ICPD ARE 
"LEVANT TO THE PFA, AND HELP TO PROVIDE THE FULL PICTURE 
HEALTH CARE NEEDS OF WOMEN. THE PFA IS NOW SOMEWHAT 

wr A "COLLAGE" OF NEW IDEAS AND "PHOTOCOPIES" OF RELEVANT 
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTS. THIS APPROACH SEEMS TO BE ADEQUATELY 
BALANCED, AND ARE INTERESTED TO LEARN IF THE HOLY SEE 
DESIRES A DIFFERENT BALANCE. 

-- THE US SUPPORTS USING ICPD LANGUAGE ON PARENTAL 
INVOLVEMENT WITH ADOLESCENT HEALTH SERVICES. WE WOULD 
RECOMMEND THE INCLUSION OF THE CAREFULLY AGREED ICPD 
CONSENSUS LANGUAGE 7.4 5 IN THE SECTION ON HEALTH, AND 
REMOVING THE ADDITIONAL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT REFERENCES 
THAT ARE IN BRACKETS. IF THIS DOES NOT SEEM APPROPRIATE, 
WE ARE INTERESTED IN BETTER UNDERSTANDING THE INTENTION 
OF INCLUDING THE OTHER LANGUAGE, "RECOGNIZING THE RIGHTS, 
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS, CONSISTENT WITH 
THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD," TO BETTER 
DETERMINE HOW TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE. 

-- THE USG HAS CONSIDERED POINTS MADE BY MOSIGNOR MARTIN 
REGARDING THE USE OF "PRENATAL SEX SELECTION" AND THE 
NEED TO ADDRESS THE CURRENT AND FUTURE CAPABILITIES OF 
CREATING SPECIFIC SEXES IN LABORATORIES. UPON FURTHER 
REFLECTION, THE USG DOES BELIEVE THAT THE TERM "PRENATAL 
SEX SELECTION" BEST DESCRIBES THE ACTIVITIES WHICH WE ARE 
TRYING TO ADDRESS. OUR POSITION REMAINS, HOWEVER, THAT 

':H BROADER SOCIAL ISSUES MUST BE ADDRESSED TO IMPROVE 
J PERCEPTION OF GIRLS SO THAT THESE PRACTICES ARE NO 

LONGER UNDERTAKEN. 

--WE AGREE THAT THE REFERENCES TO FORCED PREGNANCY IN 
SITUATIONS OF VIOLENCE CAN BE UNBRACKETED BY USING THE 
EXACT VIENNA LANGUAGE IN PARAGRAPH 13 OF THE GLOBAL 
FRAMEWORK. 

-- REGARDING THE FAMILY, WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE PARAGRAPH 
30, OR ANOTHER RELEVANT PARAGRAPH IN THE GLOBAL 
FRAMEWORK, INCLUDE LANGUAGE FROM THE ICPD PRINCIPLE 9 AND 
THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DECLARATION 2 6H. 
THIS SHOULD ENABLE EASY RESOLUTION OF ADDTIONAL 
REFERENCES TO FAMILIES IN THE DOCUMENT. 

— REGARDING PARAGRAPH 91, "THE MAJOR" COULD BE CHANGED 
TO "A MAJOR". 

— REGARDING PARAGRAPH 95, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE WORD 
"AND" BE INSERTED BETWEEN "UNPROTECTED" AND "PREMATURE" 
AND REMOVE THE BRACKETS. 

-- THE US SUPPORTS LANGUAGE CONDEMNING COERCIVE PRACTICES 
SUCH AS FORCED ABORTION OR FORCED STERILIZATION, AND 

UIRING CONSENT REGARDING CONTRACEPTIVES. WE COULD 
EPT EITHER OF THE FIRST TWO VERSIONS OF PARAGRAPH 107H 

CURRENTLY IN THE PLATFORM. 

— WE ARE CONTACTING THE RELEVANT USG LAWYERS REGARDING 
THE "CONSCIENCE CLAUSE" LANGUAGE TO EXPLORE POSSIBLE 
ALTERNATIVES. HOWEVER, REFERENCES TO "NOT REFERRING FOR 
SERVICES" IS IN VIOLATION OF US LAW AND CANNOT BE 



ACCEPTED. 

— A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE FOR 108P IS "ENSURE THAT 
WOMEN'S HEALTH IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF MEDICAL SCHOOL 
CURRICULA AND OTHER HEALTH CARE TRAINING." 

ON PARAGRAPH 108Q, THE BRACKETS AROUND "CHILDREN" 
.lOULD BE DROPPED AS THEY SHOULD BE PROTECTED FROM ABUSE. 

-- A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE FOR 1091 IS "GIVE ALL WOMEN AND 
HEALTH CARE WORKERS ALL THE ACCURATE INFORMATION ABOUT 
HIV/AIDS AND OTHER STDS AND PREGNANCY AND THE 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE BABY, INCLUDING BREASTFEEDING, AND 
GIVE THEM THE WHO RECOMMENDATIONS ON HIV/AIDS AND 
BREASTFEEDING. 

-- WE HOPE THAT REFERENCES TO EARLY MARRIAGE WILL REMAIN 
AS SUCH, WITHOUT THE INCLUSION OF "FORCED" 

W 

UNCLASSIFIED 



Backgrounder 

Summaiy of Positions of Holy See on Issues Likely to Arise in Beijing 

(*This factsheet is arranged according to the three themes of the Beijing Conference: Equality', Development and 
Peace, it is a compilation of statements made by representatives from the Holy See at conferences preceding Beijing 
about matters likely to arise in Beijing. The statements have been arranged under topical headings in order to assist 
the press in understanding Holy See positions. It is not an official position paper of the Holy See). 

EQUALITY 

Women's Human Dignity 
Woman's dignity derives from their creation in the image and likeness of God. ( John Paul II, Letter to 

Women). Their relationship with men is one of complementarity, not sameness. Their human nghts are an 
inalienable and integral part of universal human rights. 

Women ought to have the opportunity for full and equal participation in political, civil, economic, social and 
cultural life at all levels. 

There is needed a campaign for the promotion of women, beginnmg with a umversal recognition of the 
dignity of women. The Church admires women who have fought for women's nghts, even "at a time when thjs was 
considered...the sign of a lack of feminity, even a sm!" ((Letter to Women, John Paul II). 

The Church condemns cultural forces which encourage men to see women as mere objects of pleasure or 
reproductive devices, instead of as human beings with innate dignity (Holy See press release, 22Aug 24). 

Political Empowerment 
The Church recognizes the right of women everywhere to full equality in public life and supports the use of 

legislative authority to promote such equality. It believes that the contnbution of a female voice to the public 
debate, particularly as a link between the political and private spheres of life, not only will empower women, but will 
aid the development of more balanced, more humane, social, econormc and political policies as well. 

Societies should safeguard for women both the opportunities to advance in the workplace and women's 
vocations as mothers and educators. (Statement of Archbishop Martmo at the 3rd Committee of the 49th Session of 
the UN General Assembly). 

Economic Empowerment 
There is an urgent need for real economic equality such as equal pay for equal work, protection for working 

mothers, and fairness in career advancements. The Church recommends larger portions of international and domestic 
aid budgets for fostering productive activities of low-income and poor populations. ( Preparatory Meeting to fourth 
Worid Conference on Women, 11/94). 

Church humanitarian agencies have witnessed first-hand how the lives of rural women, and their families 
and communities can be transformed with basic assistance, such as local self-sustaining economic initiatives, credit 
assistance and even small improvements in a community's infrastructure. The Church strongly supports allocating 
larger portions of international aid and domestic budgets to such projects. (Archbishop Martino, 3rd Committee of 
the 49th Session of the UN General Assembly). 

Mass Media 
The Church supports an "international code of ethics" in the media, to protect the rights and dignity of 

women. (Archbishop Renato Martino, Statement at Third Committee of 49th Session before UN General Assembly 
12/94). 

Environmental Justice 



Gender perspective in policy-setting 
Environmental injustices (especially regarding rural poor) 
Mass media attention to women 

Areas likely to Engender Controversy: 

"Reproductive Health" 
Aboilion proponents are seeking to include a right to abortion within this and related language by 
expanding language agreed to in Cairo, or by retusing to use Cairo language in its entirety or within 
context. 

Sexual Rights 
This is a concept that was debated and rejected in Cairo; some would apply this also to children and 
adolescents, and others wish to affirm a right to sexual onentalion. 

Family/Motherhood 
Some wish to avoid mentioning in the document the importance and value of family or motherhood 
for women. 

Conscience Protection for Health Care Providers 
Some refuse to recognize that health care providers should not be required to provide and refer for 
those services to which they object on the basis of religious belief or moral convictions. 

Forced Impregnation 
This temi has been used before in the very specific context of war and conflict situations. It appears 
that the draft Program of Action for Beijing is trying to extend the term to other situations and 
circumstances which may be a cause for concern. 



General Inrormation -- Beijing Conference 
(Fourth World Conf. on Women) 

IVhen: 4-15 September 1995 
Where: Beijing, China 
Head: Mrs. Gerti-ude Mongella from Tanzania (Secretaiy-General) 

Hisio IV: 

First Conference-Mexico City, 1975 
adopted Plan of Action-led to UN declaration of UN Decade for Women (1976-1985) 
led to 1979 UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
Holy See did not join the consensus; it expressed 'reservations" over abortion-rights language and 
highly individualistic view of sexuality; but did note support for broad aspirations for equality, 
development and peace 

Second Conference-Copenhagen, Denmark, 1980 
adopted "Program of action" 
emphasis on education, employment, health 
Holy See did not join consensus, noting document's insufficient valuation of the domestic work of 
women, flawed perspective on the family, and references to family planning which could lead to the 
violations of human dignity and responsible parenthood. 

Third Conference-Nairobi, Kenya, 1985 
adopted Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the Year 2000 
Strategies offered framework for national, regional, int'l effort for empowerment, human rights 
1990 evaluation of Su-ategies revealed loss of momentum, need for Fourth Conf. 
Holy See did join the consensus and also registered reservations on paragraphs 29 and 1 56-59 
concerning control of fertility, and family planning 

Recent History of Related Conferences: 
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD)-Cairo, 1994 
• adopted "Program of Action" 

focused on population growili as key connection to underdevelopment and injustice, advocating 
greater access to conU-aception and abortion ui health care and family planning programs 
Holy See joined in a partial consensus but also refused to associate itself with chapters 7 and 8 of the 
document on the grounds that they tended to: (1) represent abortion as part of population policy and 
matemal health care; (2) sanction and promote artificial contraception; (3) sanction extramarital sex, 
particularly that between adolescents ; general reservations were also taken on chapters 11-16. 

World Summit on Social Development (WSSD)-Copenhagen, 1995 
summit with over 170 nations represented m delegations, includmg Holy See delegation, with 
relevance to Beijing in treatement of poverty, underdevelopment, and the special burdens on women 
3 main goals: elimination of poverty, job creation, mclusion of peoples of all nations 
2 Vatican proposals regarding women-( 1) governments to include m GNP statistics of the value of 
unremunerated work perfomied by women at home; and (2) worldwide commitment to equal access 
to health care and education for women and young girls (protectmg human dignity, esp. women and 
girls from objectification and abuse) 

Holy See joined the consensus on the document which recognizes parental rights in overseeing the 
sex education and health services of their children. 

Participants: 

UN organizations Governments Non-Governmental Orgzns. 
(as represented by 
delegates) 

Some Accredited Pro-Life NGOs: 

Alianzo Latinoamer.para la Fam. Amencan Life League Catholic League 



Calh. Un. for Faith (CUF) Ecum. Coal on Women and Soc 
Family Res Council Fam. of Amencas Found. Feminists for Life 
Mass Citizens for Life NCCB - USCC Nat R to Life Comm. 
Nat. In.st of Womanhood Real Women of Canada The Rockford Institute 
The Rutheiford Institute Value of Life Comm Women for Faith & Fam 

Mission Statement of Draft Document for Beijing Conf. '95: 

1 "The removal of all obstacles to women's active participation in all spheres of public and pnvate life through a full 
and equal share in economic, social, cultural and political decision-making. This means also establishing the principle of 
shared power and responsibility between women and men at home, in the workplace, and in the wider national and 
international communities. " 

2. "To promote and protect [the full enjoyment of all universal] all human rights and the fundamental freedoms of all 
women llrrougliout their life cycle." 

3. "..[.adequate] [new and additionaljresources for the implementation of the agreements made; ...equal participation of 
women and men in all national, regional and international bodies and pohcy-making processes; and the establishment or 
strengthening of mechani.sms at all levels for accountability to the world's women." 

Outcome Sought: 

Adoption of a Plan of Action for 1995 - 2005 

Process: 

Regional meetmgs in 1994-95-provide input to development of Program of Action document 
PrepComm (Spnng, 95) -all governments invited to discuss and edit Program of Action 
Concepts, phraseology, etc. not agreed upon at final PrepComm are placed in square brackets "[ ] " . 
At the Conference in Beijing, delegates will resolve bracketed language; delegates will pursue 
"consensus" on entire document 

A delegation may opt out of the consensus, or be counted as part of the consensus but "reserve" its 
consent fi-om a portion, or portions, of the document. 

Status of the Final Document: 

Cairies no enforcement mechamsm. However, it becomes a document by which nations assess their own 
progress or by which this progress can be or is assessed by others. 

"Priority Themes ": 
Equality 
Development 
Peace 

Siihthcmes in Draft Program of Action: 
Human Rights 

Developing countries-disproportionate impact on women of economic crisis, debt burden, poveity 
Violence against women, including domestic violence, sexual harassment, armed conflict, victims of war 
Migration and internal displacement 
Political empowei-ment for women 

Other public sphere empowenment-voice in economic & social policies, anti-povei-ty initiatives 
Attiludinal changes 
Health care, reproductive health 
Remuneration for duties inside home 
Family disintegration, female headed households 
Reproductive Rights 
Sexual Riglits 



The Church supports an increased emphasis on environmental justice. In particular, it supports increased 
efforts aimed at mitigating, curbmg and preventing current levels of resource depletion, deforestation, pollution, war 
and wasteful consumption. Care should be taken in particular to ensure that the selection of sites for toxic wastes 
does not unjustly burden the poor, who already face disproportionate envirorunental hazards. 

Given women's very direct bond with future generations, women should play an important role in 
developing an "environmental ethic." 

Family Role 
The family is the basic imit of society. The Church recognizes the value of motherhood in the lives of 

women and in the life of their communities, and sees efforts to demean this role as "false liberation" and 
disrespectful of women. (Vienna Regional Preparatory Meeting, 1994). The Church favors fmancial compensation 
for this role, declaring that a "mother's work in the home must be recognized and respected." (Holy See Report in 
Preparation for Beijing). Also advocated is a "family wage" that would provide a decent standard of living for a 
family, so that families would not require two full-time incomes, and one parent could choose to spend time raising 
children. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Poverty 
Poverty is a formidable obstacle to women's full participation in social, economic and political life. Poverty 

also contributes to the problems of trafficking of women and girls, mistreatment and abuse of migrant women 
workers and domestic violence 

Some ertoneously believe that the solution to poverty is simply preventing the conception of more children 
or aborting already-conceived children. The Holy See recognizes that the solutions to poverty are far more complex 
and wide-ranging. Any solutions that address poverty, must remember that the "human being is at the center of 
sustainable development." (Statement of Archbishop Tauran, 5/95) The Church holds that the keys to development 
lie in economic reform, empowerment, peace and justice - not easier access to abortion and contraception. 

Health Care 

The Church recognizes that access to health care is essential to women's well-being and to the possibility of 
their participating in public life or living their pnvate life with dignity. It also recognizes that, in many parts of the 
world women and girls do not have access even to basic health care. The Church is quite active, internationally, m 
providing low cost or free health care for women, especially rural women. The Church stands strongly for 
"reproductive health," when such care focuses on both mother and child, and includes "efforts to elimmate sexual 
violence, to remove other abuses and mutilations, especially of women." (Msgr. Martin, PrepComm III statement, 
NYC, Apnl 94). Health care for women should include extensive pre- and post-natal care, as well as instruction in 
natural family planning techmques (the latter involving male responsibility as well). The Church is concerned that 
the current draft of the Beijing document focuses on sexually related health problems at the expense of other health 
problems that afflict a vastly larger number of women. 

Sexual Behavior - The Church teaches that sex is a holy union between a man and a woman in 
marriage, open to the miracle of life. In contrast to current trends, more attention needs to be given to teaching self-
restraint and personal responsibility. Current efforts to debase the importance of this sexual union, as well as the 
importance of the family as the basis for moral education, are to be challenged. "It is really a question of behaviour 
that distorts the essential meaning of human sexuality, preventing it from being put at the service of the person, of 
communion and of life "(Pope John Paul II, before the Angelus, 26 June 94). 

Literacy 



The Church urges countries to fight female illiteracy by allocating a greater proportion of their domestic and 
international budgets to education, rather than to military spending or "security" measures. At a regional conference 
in Africa in preparation for Beijing, a representative for the Holy See stated: "At a time when Africa's women are 
confronted with high rates of female illiteracy, disease and premature mortality, some countnes are spending more 
on their military sector than on the health and education sectors combined." (11/94). 

Education 
Education is a fundamental requirement for the true empowemient of women. The Church is committed to 

educating women around the world to help themselves and their families. In many countnes, the Church is the 
single largest private educator of girls. "The Catholic Church . . has experienced the positive impact that education 
can have not only on the well-being of women, but also on the family, community,and country." (Representative of 
the Holy See, Senegal Conference, 11/94). 

PEACE 

Generally - The advancement of women will further peace and the achievement of peace will advance women. 

Arms Spending and Buildup 
There is an excessive transfer and accumulation of conventional arms. Even when women are coafronted 

with high rates of female illiteracy, disease and premature mortality, some countries spend more on their military 
sector than on health and education combined. (Representative of the Holy See, Fifth Afrncan Regional Conference 
on Women m Dakar, Senegal 11/ 94). 

Violence Against Women 
The Church deplores the level of violence and abuse facing women, and particularly that facing the gul-

child. It condemns the "hedonistic and commercial culture which encourages the systematic exploitation of 
sexuality" (John Paul II, Letter to Women), sometimes through advertising. Efforts must be taken to eradicate 
domestic violence, child labor, son preference, female mutilation, prostitution and pornography. Such conditions are 
frustrated by deplorable levels of poverty and underdevelopment (John Paul II, Worid Day of Peace, 1/ 95). 
Effective measures against violence against women include improving their economic situations as well! as 
reeducating men and cultures which allow, and even foster, such treatment. 

Armed Conflict ~ Effects 
Today's society faces deadly ethnic conflict. Given the present nature of such warfare, noncombatants, 

particularly women and children, are most vulnerable to the effects of civil stnfe. Increased efforts need to be made 
to shelter these women and families. The Church continues to condemn modem methods of warfare, ethmc 
cleansing, and current levels of arms accumulation and transfer, and calls for nonviolent means to the ends of peace 
and justice. 

Migrants/Refugees 
The Church gives priority to female refugees displaced by civil stnfe or coercive political policies. 

International organizations and countnes need to place more emphasis on the needs ofthis migrant population, a 
growing reality in light of global situations facing all comers of the globe. Equally important are measures allowing 
families to reunite with those members forced to flee. " It is also necessary to set up means to facilitate women's 
integration and cultural and professional trainmg, as well as a fair share of the social benefits, such as the provision 
of housing, schooling for children, and adequate tax reductions." (John Paul II, Migration Day, 8/ 94). 



Summary of Letter to Women 
from His Holiness Pope John Paul H 

June 29, 1995 

1 Goals of the document 
• Reflect on the problems and prospects of women in our time 
• Focus on the dignity and rights of women, as seen in the light of Scripture 
• In anticipation of the Fourth World Conference on Women, in Beijing 

2 Thank you to women 
• To mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, and consecrated 
• To women who work: 

"You are present and active in every area of life—social, economic, cultural, artistic 
and political. In this way you make an indispensable contribution to the growth of 
a culture which unites reason and feeling, to a model of life ever open to the sense 
of'mystery', to the establishment of economic and political structures ever more 
worthy of humanity." (Para. 2) 

3 Gospel message can transform historically conditioned view of women's dignity 
• Societal views of women have been and are obstacles to the progress of women 
• Church apologizes: 

"And if objective blame, especially in particular historical contexts, has belonged 
to not just a few members of the Church, for this I am truly sorry." (Para. 3) 

• History has failed to "register" the scope of women's achievements 
• Despite cultural norms, Jesus respected women's dignity by being open and respectfUl: 

"When it comes to setting women free from every kind of exploitation and 
domination, the Gospel contains an ever relevant message which goes back to the 
attitude of Jesus Christ himself. Transcending the established norms of his own 
culture, Jesus treated women with openness, respect, acceptance and tenderness. 
In this way he honoured the dignity which women have always possessed 
according to God's plan and in his love." (Para. 3) 

4 Social, political and economic rights 
• Recognizes that wives and mothers suffer discrimination 
• Supports equality with regard to pay and career advancement: 

"As far as personal rights are concerned, there is an urgent need to achieve real 
equality in every area: equal pay for equal work, protection for working mothers, 
fairness in career advancements, equality of spouses with regard to family rights 
and the recognition of everything that is part of the rights and duties of citizens in a 
democratic State" (Para. 4) 

5 Condemns sexual violence against women 
• Condemns "hedonistic and commercial culture which encourages the systematic 

exploitation of sexuality" 
• Praises women who continue with a pregnancy resulting from rape: 

"...[Gjreat appreciation must be shown to those women who, with a heroic love 



for the child they have conceived, proceed with a pregnancy resulting from the 
injustice of rape." (Para. 5) 

• Addresses others' culpability in abortion: 
"In these cases the choice to have an abortion always remains a grave sin. But 
before being something to blame on the woman, it is a crime for which guilt needs 
to be attributed to men and to the complicity of the general social environment." 
(Para. 5) 

6 Appeals for respect for women: 
"Here I cannot fail to express my admiration for those women...who have devoted 
[themselves] to...fighting for [women's] basic social, economic, and political 
rights,...at a time when this was considered...the sign of a lack of 
femininity...!" (Para. 6) 

• More is needed than the condemnation of discrimination and injustices 
• Need for "an effective and intelligent campaign for the promotion of women" 

7 The dignity and mission of women as described in Genesis 
• Dignity derives from creation "in the image and likeness of God" (Gen 1:26) 
• Woman's mission and being is complementary to man's: 

"Womanhood expresses the 'human' as much as manhood does, but in a different 
and complementary way." (Para. 7) 

8. Progress 
• More important to measure according to the social and ethical dimension, which women 

influence through their role in the family, than by scientific and technical standards 
• Special appreciation for women involved in areas of education and health care 

9 Mary as a model 
• Vocation as wife and mother 
• At the service of God and others: 

"'For her, 'to reign' is to serve! Her service is 'to reign '.'"(italics original) 

10. Diversity of roles is not prejudicial to women, if it is not arbitrary 
• All members of the Church "share equally in the dignity proper to the 'common 

priesthood' based on Baptism" (Para. 11) 
• The ministerial priesthood is only male as a sign pointing to Christ the Bridegroom: 

"These role distinctions should not be viewed in accordance with the criteria of 
functionality typical in human societies. Rather they must be understood according 
to the particular criteria of the sacramental economy, i.e. the economy of'signs' 
which God freely chooses in order to become present in the midst of humanity ." 
(Para. I I ) 

• "...[T]he ministerial priesthood, according to Christ's plan, 'is an expression not of 
domination but of service'(quoting from Holy Thursday Letter, No. 7)" (Para. 11) 

• Praises women in the Church who are martyrs, saints, mystics, and Doctors of 
the Church 

I I Expresses hope that the Beijing Conference will bring out the "full truth about 
women" (Para. 12) 



A Profile of the Catholic Church in the United States and Worldwide 1994* 

United States International 

Adult Catholic Baptisms 73,332 2,029,952 

Catholic Schools 
Elementary 
Secondary 
Post Secondary 
Non-Residential Schools for the Disabled 

Number of Students^ Number of Students 
2,023,976 24,312,914 

652,054 12,477,229 
656,905 2,935,668' 

11.241 

Catholic Health Care Number of US Patients 
Hospitals 53,856,637 
Health Care Centers 2,002,142 

Number of Facilities Number of Facilities 
605 5,478 
327 14,806' 

Catholic Child Care 
Day Care 
Orphanages 

Number of US Children 
124,718 
75.277 

Catholic Social Services 
Special Centers for Social Services 
Catholic Charities USA 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Number of Facilities Number of Facilities 
1,003 9,293* 

159 7,102 

Individuals Assisted 
18,344,087 

12,000,000 (1991 statistics) 
($160,000,000 in assistance 
to the poor in 1990-91 fiscal year) 

Overseas Missionaries 5,467(1992 statistics) 2,950' 

'̂ Unless otherwise noted, US figures are from The Official Catholic Directory 1995 in which case 
they include US territories and reflect statistics from 1994. The International figures, which 
reflect 1992, as well as US figures from 1990-1992 are from the 1995 Catholic Almanac. 
'These Elementary and High School figures are the total of diocesan, parish, and private Catholic 
schools. -Includes students in Higher Institutions, Universities for Ecclesiastical Studies, and 
other Universities. 'Referred to as Dispensaries. ''Referred to as Nurseries. 'Reflects only Lay 
Missionaries. 



FACT SHEET 

THE "GENDER GAP" IN ABORTION VIEWS 

Over the past twenty years, numerous public opinion polls have shown a "gender gap" on 
abortion: Women are more strongly opposed to abortion than men, and more in favor of 
protective legislation for the unborn. Some recent examples: 

- The Tarrance Group's A Survey of Voter Attitudes in the United States of May 1995 
indicates that 47% of women (compared to 44% of men) believe that abortion should be "illegal 
and prohibited under all circumstances" or "illegal except in cases such as rape, incest or to save 
the life of the mother". 

- CBS/ New York Times poll of March 1993 asked, "Should abortion for women who 
want it be covered as part of a basic health care plan or should it be paid for directly by the 
women who want it"̂ " Only 22% of women (compared to 24% of men) think abortion should be 
covered. 

- Gallup poll published in the June 1992 Ljfe magazine: 46% of women (compared to 54% 
of men) thought abortion should be legal "always" or "in most circumstances." 52% of women 
(but only 44% of men) thought it should be legal "never" or "in only a few specific 
circumstances." 74% of women (compared to 70% of men) favored requiring parental consent for 
minors' abortions. 

- Gallup poll of January 1992 (published in USA Today. 1/23/92) asked registered voters 
if they would be "more likely" or "less Hkely" to vote for a presidential candidate "who favors 
making abortion illegal, except in cases of rape, incest or when the mother's life is in danger." 
Men: 42% more likely, 48% less likely. Women: 45% more likely, 45% less likely. 

- 73% of women (compared to 65% of men) answered yes to the question, "Should the 
lives of unborn babies be protected?" (Wirthlin poll, October 1989) 

- The Wirthlin poll of July 1990 asked: "At what point do you personally feel that the 
unborn's right to live outweighs the right of a woman to choose whether she wants to have an 
abortion?" 44% of women (compared to 38% of men) said this occurs "at the moment of 
conception", only 9% of women (compared to 14% of men) said it occurs at "the moment of 
birth". 

- A 1983 Los Angeles Times poll concluded that 47% of women (compared to 51% of 
men) favor the general availability of abortion. In this same poll, 28% of women said the NOW 
speaks for most American women; 56% said it speaks only for a "small minority." ("Poll: 'Gender 
Gap' Not Based on Sexual Issues," Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 27, 1983) 

- The gender gap on abortion goes back twenty years. See: "Women Lead Opposition to 
Abortion," Washington Evening Star and Daily News. April 17, 1973 (citing the University of 
Michigan's Institute for Social Research). 

8/95 
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(he ifigoî  of miBen and die 
psiakkadcd and fncompcehei 

plaeisd (ft pxrqriflieses vlten 

lUNIVBRSAL HUMAN FIGHTS. Oue hB the t;gtttJo tl«mk 
I be to •ttdn » eomraon flpe»*rw cffiDtt te «»• 

I ef their uih«nal faooan nghti. fnrfaVmaTTy, it beoames 
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the buman^Sb leoognized br ihe ImenwianHl Dedaatkw. Wc think I h i t « » p o s s i b k to 
praiote anTSTfend fiatwhich tas not been defined- H e«wy eonniiy limits itself to promotiag 
generic rights] iaf women aoc defined on an Imemaitooal level, then this coo&icnoe win not 
npxracat zaf\fioff[tas in the ar^ of hmnan rijjte for the mjodty of the world's women. 

TAj3COFa!>NTTNUITY . .. 
In xltany fhaJoi the DOeumeot 
Nelioas Dedflradots. For exflu 
Delegation, arocan in parcath< 
Hnman Ri^5 (Vieniu 1993) ' 
a general cooiaum on tbdr 

[ RESPECT TO FREVIOUSINTBRNATIONAL DOCUMENTS. 
j<« not respect continmty with precedeols and often with United 
BcJ paragni* 12, whose ln*idan was proposed by the Holy See 

I, even tlxw^ its oontcDts come from the World Conference on 
Tctfthi thaf v*en one cpeaks of Human Rights Ihere should be 

dtenl and, possibly, rcfereooe to international doaimcnts." 
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•A simfUr r^^mxiaa should bi expressed on paragraph 107 j wWdi. » U is tocQuJaicd iflicodj 
to nipprra* Ib^ affimutlon In C84c will abonion be pnMiotod as a »«^od^of P}j}^^^ 
on â HrroatMn adopted by cooseW at the Interaadonal Conferences bx Mexico Oiy (1954) and 
Ourb (1994). • 

TDEOIDGIC K\. UMKAIANCE] The reoantoce of some coacepts ilhjstraics in some wior ladi 
>odaI phllosoiiiy of <he Drafl DocofflctiL One can ate aa an e«cq>l« that the term gtadei' 
alwears attwdd 300 times;; "moOier/oiotheAood' appear fewer than 10 times, while the lerms 
"sex/sexualA F̂bality' 'dppĉ  about oo: huodrcd times. Prom (his point of view the docnaoB: 
appears to be extraordinarify unbalaoced. 

ThU irtefdoMcal •in>«ii<»i>v» is lifOft, evident, for rnmplft, in the seoiOQ thai proposes the defease 
of teen's lUte to beahL WhiU the docujim talh 40 times rf 
Kf* (AIDS, ret todac6ve beahh, ŝ xoaDy transmitted disease*, ferdlî ' control, tttc), only \n two c«« 
are ;iropkal d leases mcntfoaedl Still, the World Health Oiganizatioo rsiiriniiwa, Cur exjunple, 4 
miUfon cases if HIV farfection in 1994, wbOe the some World Health Oiganizatioo eetimatM the 
eaaen of tmpial dtsex̂ es duriogjcbe same period as hovering between (iSO and &S0 million.* 

tD^GUISTIG AWIBIGUITY. -the amWauities of inteniational hujguage are often a way w avoid 
a ocinaete vm̂  ito cany out whâ  is exprmed. 

•Sbfflc tenn4 In the deeoment laic often «agacly ddinod: 'scxoal oricatation' and lifesQ '̂ lack 
a priftdsft defiOitjon, and mmeov* r, no juridical irmgniriixi in an international document exists tor 
cither xme. Tms setnaiUlc aud vocepuml ambi);uî  could lead cue to coosidcr. for examf̂ . 
ped îtnlia as îrnpfy a mode of fGexual erientatioa.' Ihns txSif acceptable as a *r i^ ' The term 
*sexual'orieni2tk)n.* proposed by tome western countries, wax Jiot accrued by developiag coootries. 

INTBRESr. VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN. The Holy 
Fiatfonn for Action places on physical, sonal. psychok>f:tcal lod 

|or the Bo^ See this tofnc is a pticrity." 
Wer. a nKae dedsive and radical cooiieaaatloo of every kind of 

led agalost women, lododing fbfoed stcrllixatioa, forced use of 

•SOME ASPEICTS O F PAR' 
See shares cbe irmphasfs that 
moral viol 

Tiie Holy ̂  wouU like; 
vidoncc, also Wcfaological, 1 
birth eonXFOl m jodaeemem to!aboctio£ The Holy See has always cspcessed its A M «any 
rcgaiiling thelsaEDiber of women made <A)eets of '̂Stemadc stedlizatioa plans whid) ta£e place 
eapcciaJly in dclveloping countricL' 

^llie Holy sjee Uelê aiion pm{jrvad that these praetiees be induded th paragraph 113 among the 
violations of (he rights of wotaaL Some ddcgatknu hsivt wvnled to put this proposal in brackets.* 

Id paragrujb 40̂  the Holy Seel Ddegatioa would like to hove added to the Kst of attacb against 
yoQflig giris ' luii^ to access to 4»d, to edacatlop and to health care • also the denial of tbe very 
aooeas to Ii£e rand cvvn E£B itself).* 

TAMfLY, slitpiislii^ the iheiaa of tun&r and oodiediood receives scarce attemloa and link 
space in a dojcumeot of nearly 130 pages on womeiu Alroo^ in dupter JI the eon«<|n of tbe 
tarafiy as *the mndameocal unit of ndaty.' is placed withhi braebetv bi 'cootraxt with the Uoivenal 
Dedantioa of Human R ĵits, a^ 16^ b fret, all of pangrsfih 30 goes to'DcQiog is brackets. 

'Qa the topjcl of the advaecetEisot of women, die Hoqr See ceitaixî  shares the en̂ haxis on the 
impuctuuus ud <h«Ir full partlcipBUon in all dw aofvhles soda] Ufs. Neveitheloss. It goes agahist 
al evidenoe tÔ tliink that this erjyhnris should eanoel the wnqoe role of women in the Canaly: a 
role! dial does] iKJt esfaaust all the personal leanorces of feminhrî  but that however is spedfic to 
women. Obviously this point of VKW is shared by the iounedse majorigr of wooxa all over the world 
and by the Rooetin to whidi tb̂ y belong. 

'Jbridlcal rckulioiuifii ua the ^nily should euarvnee u women also the fliodameaal tight to be 
mothers. lodeeo laws should create conditions - esvirocuneotal, legol, eeonoonic, ete. • ftivonble to 
the praofce oî :motf)ertKX)d. Peiiiapc the momem tuts come to affirm that tbe stiuggie for equal 
dignity betweê ' men and women'imph'u abo rcoognlziag far women tiicir being cfiffeccnt and tbdr 
being treated in a different way.j 

.L 
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l i Is |hc couvioion of the Hok Sec, as has been recognized ahcady in Copenhagen, 4at the 
worif of wotnei, today not rwmuJerated, shooJd be recogpaed adexpately; work that nevertheless 
holds a paiTla|Iar sodal value. N|)0C of tWs is mentioacd in d)e Bering doaimcm, 

TJMICn ATION. The Holy See attnTwtcs great importance to the righo of cmisrant womon.-This 
topic has ahrtify galhciwl an^coascosus at (be Conference in Cairo. 

The DoctunoBt addressos tiiis tbama in various places. It is nevtrtheless the opmioa of the Hofy 
See thAt the abfendcm is fosnfflĉ ot. as are also InsnfBdeot the proposals suggested, wbldi seem 
to Tepraeot a jstep badbwd wit̂  lespcd to Cainx* 

•RIGHTS ANi> RESPONSronillES OF PARENTS. In all eulnircs parents ate particularly 
interested in tit educotion of dt̂ ir dnhjren and the eaerdse of tiieir du^ espedally with respect 
to minors. Tbe! Holy See, nxaldng these worries its own. waintanis that in Begins no fonnnla should 
be accepted lÛ ^ goes against the Uahccsal Declarstlan of Human R ! ^ which c.yabKihc4 the 
right of parents ô choose the type of education they desire for their own diihirrn. Along the same 
linos uf incoiî >Tehom{blc uĉ adoc of tome unfvcTOl fights, in the ducument that goet to Bering 
the propocal guaraitf ee the iig}its of women and girls to freedom of ooosdmoe and of religion 
in educational jibstitutiotis has bejai refined. 

*Eyen more serious is the attcxjffit to depiira parents of their responsibtlî  in tfie confrontation 
of ttie offer erf] progiacns and pntibc seiviees m toe area ot sexuality, nniuting ntxirbon.* 

I 
The (joestiori and answer peiioU with jooraolists, which followed the briefing, conduded in the 

afternoon and Iwill be transmittecl tomorrow. 
OP/UN CONlfERENCB WOMBN/NAVABRO-VALLS VK 950620 (1500) 

ro 
icxl Commi/ision fm 

Religious 

VIS 950620 (50) 

TOTftL p.ew 
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I t Is sigmficint,' bo went 
of Peter, tbe Uuslims ' 
oonsdence. In V »[ 
Islamic countrieftf 
worUt. 00 the 

hop4/^c right 
in cyery oorner, 
AGAIOSQr 

BRIEFING OK BBUING 

in Rome, the oenter of Chrlttiaoi^ and sec of the successor 
'worship in. JhCTull rcspew of th$i^ freedom of 
this, d^'mau unfbrtoiuit«ly^,pe<e how ia several 

reoognitiair^ teHgious freed^m^are mwsing. Yet the 
tetmhmv^'vraiiinz for ihwe>^Jmr ^,y>'^^ 

freadnm is by vdk pan of oumerpus^^eniailooal. 
if cpnteÎ 0̂ L̂ry eivillxatioa'HK^onc^iAd^,,;!^^ 
h^^Muilowvd to Chrî iiam and^o-drSdievers, 

EDOM/-. ^ VIS 950621 (180) 

VATICAN crhf. JUN 21, 1995 i(VIS) - After outltoing the Holy See poshioo tor (he September 
4-l5 ;UN-s,poni)rcd 4tb Wodd Coirfcreooe OT Women in BciJog, Holy See Prea OSoe Director 
/ooqiuin Navanrb-Vails made additional remarlcs and answered <iDestions asked bjr Journalists. 

He noted thiit̂  in its cootaeis wjdi other conntiiu end institutioiic in receot months, tbe Holy See 
bfti discovered thai the eonsensos is growing daliy* on its position Ibr the conference on women. 
IVeiwam B c l ^ to be a Ing suttcss,* he staiod. 

The first qut̂ tion ooncemed the Issue of 'gender,* a tenn whuM; lueauiog was qucxtioocd by 
several member States at die Bcybg PrepOom (Prepezetoiy Ooomiltee) held in New York from 
Maicfa 15 to lApiil 7. This teijn, the dtreoor exphuned, has tradltlooaUy been used In UN 
dooimems to imean "sex,* dot 1̂  "muculiue* and feminine,' man or vomon. In bet, when (he 

into Freodi or Sp?"̂ **. it becomes the equivalent of "nex.' tnan" 
ipedal tfm/tikat̂  )was set op bV the UN to stiuly this tenn, iuQowine the request 
hed to e^end its defmitioo to tndode, fx example, transsemals nd homosexuals, 
parted on Ac reiohs of that shidy and said that the meaalog Of the word 'gender 

from itv!ido|iaI UN ise. 

the composdion jjf the Holy See delegation lo BegUV. be responded thai there 
Bts, that die Holy Father iras cvahutting the poesibilidê  and that women would 
in the post for inteniational confiereaces, a great part Of tbe ddegation. NaSMS 
II B later dA^ 

English wrord' 
or Si/omaiL* 
uCsuujc who 
Navarro-Vallsl 
remains imc 

ASVMI ahrnii 
W0D]d be 20 ' 
form, as they 
wtUiie 

To a question: on what these int -inutrional 
Vails replied: l*Ihciie ouiileauus i 
to the inienaobnal coninaiwty I 
The'UN is od a kglsbdve ocmn 
froin Cairo, CV̂ ŵ tagen, nd ft 

not have a valb^ They ar« a collective 
canltaive an influence, can be 
on one, two or ten porats ef 
leveL- aeo M 

lot 

ft )B 

conferences mean on a practical level. Joatpiln Navairo* 
oilier a Final Document on a ncdfic theme wfaidi ia proposed 

wUeb is not blndiag on the li^e nations. They are not laws. 
Every countiy has Its parilament Tbe d a ddi these documoots -

NafaxM io yeora ago • are not Wading does net mem th^ do 
reflection which has a supratadooal level Iheae documena 
(, for eatamplc, whea (bo oadoas of the world come M agreo 

set fortfi in that spedfic document and then act on a nxttonxl 
im igrtaô  

•Why docs khe Holy See partidpate in these conferences?" he added, in answer to the same 
qoesdoo. "It i; itrtidpatBt becaiod tbe bcaulifol pail of these con&icnccs is that they arc, in some 
way; an appeal to consdeaces.j He quoted a member from another delegation at the Cairo 
conference wi ol said be iidi die mndamental comrlbatioQ of the Holy See was its proposing to the 
intcrnab'onal community an ethical dimeaston to the proUemc that eveiyotte would be discussing. 
NavarrtvVaJhjsaid "tins is nsetui this serves a purpose." 
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"ViTiai are the indispensable prfodples tor the Hdy See In view of the Beijing document and 
conleicnccT â kcd a reporter. TU pre*$ office director responded: "The Holy See will in^t on t̂ -o 
fhiny; the hnman (fignify of the jiroman tnd the universal hnman rights of the woman." 

The Holy See will not reach e Twly alliflaee" with Isbm to form a united front in the fsce of the 
topics that will be dis<̂ g<̂  atjthe Heijrng conference, said NavajTO-Vails, who rcjccuxi the 
alkg&tlon made retujailiiv the Kuly See dekgadon at die Cairo oonfcreooe. "Some Miutim 
TCpccscotatives have wanted to present their concerns abom some of the tiiemes of tbe Peking 
docoment thrcugh inteniaiional prgSJdzatlons. We have agreed to spak with tbcin. However, 
although thct«laie some areas of Kcnoal interest for bodi them ajtd os, tiiere are tome substantial 
diflereaees beiween Christianity and blara on themes such tS women, tsmî . etc;, that do ix)i 
permit us to ahlve al any type ot operative agieement.* 

t 1 

One jonmal^ asked about t&̂  practice of aborting female fetuses^ as occurs fix cmmplc in 
Chida. Joaquin Navarro-Vclls we it b«ck to the î te of human rights: The inpottant thing is to 
recognize that|huraan rights acre imvenuil, and that consequently, it is iiot up to each coucoy to 
dedde what tbt̂  are, became u(]ier»ise» we enter the rcann of arintrarineas.* 
OP/CONFERENCE WOMBN l̂AVARRaVALLS VIS 950621 (730) 

COMNflSSIO>̂  FOR LATIN AIJERICA: THE PROTAGONISTS OF EVANGELIZATION 

VATICAN CljlY. JUN 21, 199; i (VIS) - Yesterday, hi the plenary aMCfflbl); of the Pontifical 
Cooum '̂oo fdr LAtin America, n hich is taldog place in tbe Vatican, the paitidpanis reflected on 
the prhtagonisB of evangelizatiai from the perspective Of tbe third mfll̂ pnfiiTn of the Churdv 

i I 

In the momiĥ  Caxdinal Jose U Sanchez ipoke about priests; Oirdlnal*HduardO Martinez Soraalo 
presented the |roIe ttf religioos bi ibt work of the new cvangelizatJoo of Ladn America fodng icbt 
third millcnwitiTh; Cardinal Eduatno F. Ftronio spoko on the qiostolate of the laity at craftsmen of 
evangeltxfltinn I fn the third mfdAinhun, whh a qiedal emphasis oo the young. Lastty. CanBnal 
Alfonso Lopĉ  TrujiDu rercrrod' lu the ruk uf the Duoity in tbe new evaagelization of Latin 
America. ! | 

In the aftccdoon the ideas and |>ropo3als ptcscntcd by the speakers were summed-up, imderUmng 
espedally the problem of sects tjod the ptSutaiM option fnr the poor. 

Cardinal Ji 
on the Synod _ 
reaching the n̂al propositioos, v̂ hicfa wil be presented this afternoon. 

WARYycOM-AI, 1 

P. SdMtte, C L C M ^ secretary general of tbe Synod of Bishops, spoke thb moniisg 
America. Utter, Idoe was for observations, suggestions, uid comments before 

../Pl.P.NARY|fCO) 

HOLY SEE ATTENDS CONF^^CS ON EUROPB-ISLAM RJBLATIONS 

VIS 950621 (200) 

VATICAN ajry, JUN 21, ;995 VIS)'Disbop Jô b̂ Kboiay, apostoUc visitator for the Marooite 
faithful in Bmope, and presidei t of the Hoty See ddegation to tbe European Conference on 
Eorope«I$tam Relations, bdd in i wdthaim, Sweden, from Jonc 15-17, addressed the axManUage on 
*EoiX7pe in the face of tbe co-enstanee ef religioos.* 

He said that, in the process o 
fmedom nnA to th« intermingling 
faiihx Euiopcj must "further beoiiie 
groups and deoomlnations: alosg 
Cbrlsiians livej Oriemal CathoHcs 

building a great Europe, in^rtance must be given to religious 
and peaeeftti erveytetence in each country of hdieveis of different 

a oQiiuiJoa houie, WLOM: leuauis belong to different ethnic 
with the Reformed Cburd>e(, Latia Catholics and Orthodox 

and Onbodox of the Middle BasL* 

TOTOL P . 0 : 



LETTiER 
OF POPE JOHN PALX E 

TO WOMEN 

LDRER:A Ecnwos VATICWA 
VAncATicmr 

/ gred yoa ail most cordully, 
vjotiien throi^ioui ike wcridl 

I AM WRITING THJS UETTER to each one 
o: you as a sign of solidarity £r>d gr.iti-

tuJe on Lie c<tt of the Fourth World Conference 
oc V̂ cmeo, x be held in Beijing this coming Sep­
tember. 

Before ail else, I wish to express try deep ip-
precuUion to the Utiited Natbtis Orgenbadon for 
having sponsored this very slgniftcnnl evesl. The 
Church desires for her part to contribute to up­
holding the dignity, role and rights of v̂ otr.en, not 
only by d:e specific *jvork of the Holy See's official 
Delegation to the Co.'xference in Beijing, but also 
by speaking directly to the heart and niind of 
every wbmait. Recendy, \vlien Afrr Certrude Mon-
gn'la, the Secretary General of the Co.Tfcrencc, 
x-isited me in ctxinection vrith the Peking mecring, 
I gave her a written Message which stated soroc 
basic points o: the Church's teaching \iith tegard 
to vomcn's issues. That message, aptn From the 
spedtlc circumstances of its cHgb, was concerned 
with a broader vision of the situation and 
probleov of vxymen in genersl, in an attanpt to 
pronx>te the ciuse of -women in die Church and in 
today's world. For diis rceson, I arranged to have 



^ f?t>vatdcd to cvstry Coafcrence of Biahopapso 
that̂ it could be circulated as widely ai possible. 

Taking up the diemcs I addressed in diat doc-
unient, I wodd nwv like to 4perfA <?/}w/iry 
t^a^, to reflect with her oti the problems and 
the prospects of what it means to be a woman in 

_. out tiite_In-pm)GuIar.4:-AH.h-t<>-cor îd^ 
senUn.' Issue cf the dignify acd r ^ s of vomen, as 
seen in die Ught of the word of Gcd. 

Tbii "dWoguc" rcafly needs lo begin with a 
word of thaoks. As I wrote in my Apostolic Letter 
.Vr//>m Digftit̂ jf̂ , the Church "destcs to give 

_ JhaiiksJo.thi Most Jloly-Trinity fjt^iher^yste^ 
of wotnan and for every voman—for nj dial 
coi«Utu:es die eternal measure o: her feminize 
•Jjgnity, for the 'great wodcs of God', wliich 
throughout human Sisioty hav? been arcoô -
plishcd in and throtigii her" (No. >l), 

2. This ivord. of rfianks to die Urd for hi? 
ciysterbus plan regarding die vocatbn and 
mission of vomcn in die world is at die same lime 
a conrtetc and direct Nvcrd of thanks to women, 
to every woman, for all tJiat diey represent in the 
life of humanity. 

Thtnk you, women vjho art rnotiersf You have 
sheltered human beings Whin youî dves in a 
UTjque experience of joy and travail. This ex­
perience makes you becorce God's own tmile 
upon die n c ^ t n chUd, die one \̂ ,ix> guides your 
chiU's finjt steps, who helps it to grow, and who U 
the anchor as the child makes its way along die 
journey of life. 

ThankTOu, JiCWW 
ocably join your future to that of your husbands, 
1̂  *.'^?*?9^Mp.9f .̂ ptu<d.8i\'mg,.at the service of 
love and life. 

Thank you, tojmen who are daubers and 
womett uM art stsien! hito^t heart of die faiuily, 
arid 'tHcn oT all Toaetyi you bruig~flie ridanesTcf 
your sensitivity, your Lntuiuveness, your generosity 
and fklelity. 

Thank you. women tvbo work! You are present 
and actK« n cveiy area of life-social, economic, 
cultural, artistK and political. • In this way yoa 
trmke an" indispensable coiitributionlcrdhe grow^̂  
of a c Jtuie vhtch unites reason mid ftelirg, to a 
inodil of life ever open to die sense of "mystery", 
to die estabfî unent of eoDnomic anc political 
itrucnires ever more wordiy of bunianity. 

Thank, you, ccmecmted vjomenl RjUowing the 
example of d;e greatest of wotr.en, the Modie: of 
Jesus Cirist, the Inctrnate Word, you open your-
scKcs widi obedience and fidelit)- to the gift of 
God's love. Ycni help the Church and nil marJdnc 
to experience a •spousal" relationship to God, 
one wfiich magnificenUy expresses the fellowship 
whkh God wishes to establish widi his creatures. 

Thank you, every woman, for die simple fac: of 
being a wo/fian! llhrough die insight which Is so 
much a part of your womanhood yoti enrich the 
wijrid's undetslanding and help to make human 
teladons more honest and authentic 

3. I know of course that sirnply saying thsnk 
you is not enough. Unfortunately, we ore heiis to 



a hcstor/ which has cwdDfibW us to a rcmartaWe 
"tent In rvety rime and place, this condidoning 
has been an obstade to die progress of women. 
vVomens digiliiy his oficii b ^ Jnadaioxl̂ d̂g'cd 
and thdr prerogathej misrepresented; they have 
often been relegated to die mnrglns of sodety and 

- -ex'enTrcduccd- «o ĉryirtrde.- m has-prcvMl^ 
voracn from truly being dicmseives and it hns re-
siLtcd in a spL-itual inipox-erishment of huniamt̂ -. 
Certainly :t is no :asy task to assign die Uaine fô  
this, conjidering the many kinds of cultural condi­
tioning A-hicli down the centuries have shaped 

- -ways-ef--thirJdng-and^-acringr-Artd-If-?5bje^ 
blanic, especially ir. particular historical contexts, 
has beb.ngcd to not just a few members of tSe 
Chutrh, for diis I «n tidy sorry. May this tegret 
hi transfDrmcd. on the part of the whole Church, 
mto a renewed coouratment of fidelity to die Gos-
pel wion. When it comes to setting women free 
from evet> Itind of cxploiteUon and dotr.matkjn, 
± e Gospel contains an ever tttcvant message 
v̂ 'hich goes back to the a/tituJe of Jesus Christ him-
:elj. Transocndirg the established nonns of his 
own culture, Jejus treated women widi openness, 
respca, ncxeptonce and tenderness. In dils way he 
honoured die dignity which women ha\'e always 
possessed according to God's plan and in his love. 
As xve look to Christ at die end of this Socond 
Î dJenniu:n, h is natural to ask oundves: how 
much of his message has been heard and acted 
upon? 

Ye*, ir b time to extntitte tkc past wiih courage, 
to assign responiibilitj- where it is due in a rerie^ 

of the ksng history of humanity. Women have 
contributed to that histoty as much «s men nnd, 
more often dian not, die/ did so in nnich more 
difficult conditbns. I thmt partlca'arly cf diose 

-women wlw-bvee-outur*-flnd-atT7-e^ 
didr lives » dicni in spite of the foci that they 
were frccjuendy at a disadvantage from the start, 
excluded from ecual educatbrui opportunities, 
underestimated, ignored and not given credit for 
dieh- intellectual contributions. Sadly, very little of 
women's- achievetneots-in-htstor}- can4?ê rQgi;(Qred̂  
by die science of histoty. But e\'en diough time 
may have buried Lie documentary evidence of 
diose achJevements, their beneficent influence can 
be fdt as a force which has shaped tbe lives of 
successive generotbns, right up to out own. To 
this greet, immense feminine "tttcilion" human-

'v?f owes a debt which can never be repaid. Yet 
how :na.ny wcxncn have been and continue to be 
valiied more for their physical appearance than 5cr 
their skfll, -J-.elr ptofessioudism, their intellectual 
abilities, dieir deep sensi:i'/ity; m a word, the very 
digiuty of their bebg: / 

4. And what diall wc sny of die obstades 
widch in so many parts of the wodd sriU keep 
women from being fully. btegratec into scxrial, 
poli:icfll and econoaiic life? We need orty think of 
how the gift o: motherhood is often penalized 
radifir dian rewarded, even dxj jgh humanity ĉ 'cS 
its very sutvhnd to diis gift. Certainly, much re­
mains to be done to p.-event discriminntion 
against those who have dioscn to be wives and 



mothers. As far as personal rights are Concerned, 
dierc is an urgent need to achieve reel eqtulitj \s) 
evciy area: equau pay for equal wprk, protection 
for working mothers, fairness Ln career ndvaice-
ments, equality of spoujej widi regard to farhLy 

- -tigliis mid the recognitton-of everything-that laT 
|>nrt of the rights and dudes of dtizens in a 
democratic State. 

This is a tr.ntt-r of j jstice but also of noccssitj-. 
Women will increasingly play a part in die solu­
tion of the serious problems of the future: leisure 

• -time; the quoUiy of ItfiTBilgratton, soaal services, 
eudianasia, drugs, bcaldi care, ihe ecobgj; etc. In 
all these areas a greater ptescticc of women in 
society wil' prove most valuablê  for it wUl hdp to 
manifest the contradictbns present whcii sodety 
is organized soldy according to the criteria of effl-
dency and productivity, and it will force systems 
to be redesigned in a way wiiidi favours the pro 
cesses of humaiiizntion wfiich mark the ''dviliza-
rion of k»ve". 

5. Then too, when <ve lock tt one c?f the riKMt 
sensitive aspects of die situadon of women in d-.c 
wodd, how can we not msndon die long and de­
grading history, nteit often an "undetgrouiid" 
Wstory. of vroiencc against women h the area of 
scxualliy? Al die direshold of die •'Hurd NtiUec-
nltun we cannot remain indLTercnt and resigned 
before this phenomcnoii The time fias come to 
condemn vigorously the tj-pes sexual violena 
which frcquendy hive women for their object and 
to pass laws which effectivdy defend them from 
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such violence. Nor can wc fnil, in the name of the 
, respect .due co .the human person, to condenin the 
widespread hedonistic aiid commerdal culture 
whidi eticoiuages the systematic exploitation of 
sex jality and corrjpts even very >ou.ig girls into 

-letting their bodies be uscii for profit. 
In contrast to these sorts of perversion, wliat 

great apprecintbn must be shcv.-n to those women 
who, with a heroic bye for the child they have 
c6hccr/cd, proceed with a ptegniancy resulting 
from the infjtstkx of rape. Here we ate thinking 
of atrcdtie) perpetrated not only in situations of 
war, stiD so cominon in the world, but als3 in 
societies which Are blessed by prosperity and 
peace anc' yet arc often corrupted by a culture of 
hedonistic permisstyeness which aggravates 
tendencies to ̂ aggressive male behavbiu. In these 
cases the choice to have an abonion dwaj's 
remains a grave sin. But before being sometliing 
to blame on the wx̂ rainn, it is a crime for which 
guilt needs lo be attributed to men and to the 
complidty of the general social enviro.-imcnL 

€. My word of thanks to women thus becorries 
a heart^ appeal that evciyone, and in a spednl 
way States atid internatbnal insdtudons, shodld 
make every e3brt to ensure that women regain full 
respect for their dignity and role. Here I cannot 
fail to express my admiratJon for those women of 
good will who liave devoted their lives to cefend-
ing the dignity of womanhood by fighting for 
dicir basic social, ecoriocnic and political rights, 
demonstrating courageous initiative at t time 



. . ^.'yr^'l?i.™"?^!?=f^.exttcm^^ 
«e, Lie sign of a lack of feminidtv. a manifesta­
tion of exhibitionism, and evwi ji sin! 

. - ~ — J i ^ yt '̂̂  World Day of Peace Message. I 
npfeiftfut wKen-oneTBoE îtlTe grê ^ 
woinen s Bberatbn, "tlie journey has beto a dif-
ticult ind complicated one and, ar times, not widi-
out Its share of mistdces. But it has been 
substantidy a posltVe one. even if it is sriJI 
iLTfinished, due to the manv ohstades ivhl^ 
m .̂atlo,̂  parts of die vwtid, stffl pwî nt 
ivomcn from being acbiô Iedged, respected, 
and appreciated in their own specid dignit,̂ ' 
'.No. 4). 

This journey must go on! But I am convhiced 
d l̂ the s«ret of mddng jpecc'y progress in 
achieving full respect for women and dicir identity 
involves more dian sbnply d,e condemnatbn of 
d̂ scriniinatbn and Lnjusrices, necessary Aough 
dli5 may be S jd: respect must first and foreihost 
be tv-on duough an effective and intdligent cam-
P<'ignfortheprotmtioncfux>rrkn. concentiacing on 
all areas of women's life and beghining widi a mi-
vtisd recognition of the diffiity ofwomih. Our abiU-
ty.to rcoogtiize thJs dignity, b spin; of historical 
wndiuoning, comes from the use of reason Itsdf. 
\vhidi is able to understand die law of God wit* 
ten in die heart of every humui bdng. Mote rfian 
anjdiing dse die word of God enables us to 
grasp deiriy die ukimnte antbropclosical hosts of 
die dignity of women, making it evidciit as a part 
of God's pim for hananity. 

-̂ Dear sisters,, togediet let us reflect anew on 
Uic magnificent passage b .Saipiure which 
describes die dreotbn of the human race and 

—wiychJiassojiiuA dignity aod 
ailsddli in The" worid. 

The Book of Genesis speaks of creation in 
sumirorj' fashion, in language which is poetic a.id 
symbolic, yet profoundly true: "God created man 
in his own image, Iti die hnage of God he created 

male and fiemaie he creared tbet^" \q^t ;77) 
TTie creative act of God takes piece according to a 
predse plan. First of aE, we are toU diat die hu­
man being is created "in die ihiage anc likeness of 
God" (cf. Gers 1:26). This expression hrmediatdy 
makes dear vjhat is distinct ahoui the hittan bting 
tath regard U>thprest of creation. 

We are dien told diat, from the very begin­
ning, man has been created "mde and ferade" 
{Gen 1:27). Scripnjire itself provides die interpie 
tcdon cf this fact: even dxiugh man is surrcunded 
by the innumerable creatures of the created world, 
he realizes tfiat h: is alone (cf. Gen 2:20). God 
intervenes in order to hdp him escape from diis 
situatb.i of solitude: "It is ml good that the man 
should be alone; J wiR make him a helper fit for 
biht" {Gen 2:18). Tte creation of woman Is thijs 
marked from the outset by thi principk of help: e 
hdp which is not oite sided but witfrw/ Wonar. 
complements man, just as man complemcDts 
woman: men and wcroen ore cotnpiemsntary. 
Womariiood expresses the "human" as much us 
manhood does, but m a different and complemen­
tary way. 



When die Book of Genesis speaks of "hdp", 
it is not refetring merely to acting but abo W 
hein̂ . Womlnbood and raaiihobd are coitipjê  
tncntar̂ ' mt only from t}>e pkyiiccl ana psycfjological 
points ofiiew, but n.'so from the oatoiogicel. It is 

- only dirot;gh-the-cluaIity-ofTlir'1^gc^ 
die "fenuninc" diat the "human" finds fidl rcali-
zadon. 

8. After creating man mde end female, Goc' 
SO)-? to bod:: "FiK the earti) and subdue it' {Get, 
-1^8),- Not only <bes-he^vrthen the pov&t to 
procreate as c means of perpetuating the human 
species throughoU rime, he also gives them the 
earth, charging them with the responsible use of its re­
sources. As a radona! anc free bebg, man Is cJifled 
to iransfonn die face of the earth. In ihis task, 
which is esscnrially that of culture, man andutcman 
alike share equd responsibility from the start. In 
dieir fruidiil rdatiooship as husband and wife, b 
dieir common task of exercising dominion over 
the earth, wotnan and man are marked neither by 
a static and undififerendatcd equality nor by on 
irreconcilnbic and inexorably conflicted' differ­
ence. Their most naturd rdationdiip, which cor­
responds to die plan of God, is the "unity of the 
two", a telationd "uni-duality", which enables 
each to experience then- interpersond and redpro-
cd rdationship as a gift which enrbhcs nnd which 
confeis responsibility. 

To this "unity of the rv;o" God has entrusted 
not only the work of procreation and family Bfe, 
but die creatbn of history itsdf. While tbe 1994 
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Interruttional Year of the Family focused attention 
on ww êa jgs ftiolhers,. .the. ̂ Beijing . Cotiference, 
which has as its dieane 'Action for Equality, 
Development and Peace"', provides an aaspidous 
occasion Fpt heightetung mvareness of '^ .^^'V _ 
contributions made by women lo the life of whole 
societia and natiorts. This contribution Is primarily 
spiritud and culturd in nature, bu: sodo-politxd 
and cconotric as well. T:ic various sectors of 
society, nations and states, and the progress of cll 
humanity, are certainly deeply indebted tojhc 
contributbn of women! 

9. Progress usually tends to be measured ac­
cording to the criteria of science and technology/. 
Nor from this pomt of view has the contribution 
of women been negligible. Even so. diis is not die 
otJv measure of progress, nor b fact is it the prin-
cipd one. .Vudi more important is the social trJ 
ethiced dimerjion, which deds with human rda-
tiors and spkitud vdue*. In this area, which often 
devebps in an inconspicuous way bcginnbg widi 
die daily rdarionshps between people, espedaLy 
withb die family, sodety certainly owes much to 
the "genius of toomen". 

Here I wotjid like to express ptttirulai appte-
dittion lo those wofr.ert who Are hivolved In d-ic 
varbui areas Of education cxtcndmg wdl bevcnd 
the family: nmscrics, schools, universities, social 
sendee agencies, parishes, assodatlons and move­
ments. Wherever the work of education fa cdled 
for, we can note that women arc ever ready and 
willing to give thenisdvcs generously to others, 

D 



cspeadly in sewing die wedtest and most de-
fercdew. Ih diis work dicy odiiBit i kind oVef 
fccttt>e, cttktrrd â d spiritual motlmhood whfch has 
mesiimable vdue for die dcvdopraent of bdivid-
"'^'^^^'.f ̂  •^^'^ of'wctetyrAt-
can I fail to mention die mtoess or' so many 
Cadxihc wT«-.en end RdJglous Congregations of 
women from cxety continent who have made 
education, particulady die education ot boys and 
girls, dieir prindpal apostolate? How can I not 
thirJt witS graritude-of oD die-vromen-who-iTive-
worlced nnd condnue to work b Lhe area of heddi 
rare, not only in highly crgcniaed bsriturioos, but 
dso m very prccnrious circumstances, m die 
pcorc!5t countries of the worid, dios dcmonstmi-
mg a spirit of service which not infrcquendy 
borders on incrtyrdom? 

10 It is tfi j , my hope, dear sitters, diat yoM 
vvul reflect carciyiy on what it means to spcalc of 
die "|<r»/ir/; ofuKfnen". not only iii order to be dile ' 
to see b rfiis phrase a specific part of God's plan 
whidi needs to be accepted and apptedated, but 
also m order to let dils genius be more fully ex-
pressed b the life cf sodety ns a whole, as well as 
m die life of die aurch. This subject came up 
frequcndy durbg the Marian Year and I myself 
dwdt on it at lengdi b my Apostofic Letter 
îtdieris Dignitatem (1988). In addition, diis year' 

in die Letter w4iich 1 customarily send to priests 
tor Holy Thursday, I bvitcd them to reread 
Mdieris Dignitatem and reflect on die ircpor-
lant roles vdildi women have pLiyod in d-.eir 

lives ns mothers, sisters and co-workers in Uw. 
apostolate. TTiis b another aspect—different from 
the conjugal aspecli but dso important—of diat 
*1idp" which women, accordbg to the Book of 
Genesis, are called to gKe to tncn. 

—IheJ!yjuKLseetJnMaryjhe.J;ighsii. expRssio)i 
of the '̂ feit̂ ine iiaritvŝ  fiads in her a 
source of constant inspiration. Mar,r cdJcd herself 
die "handmdd of die Lotd" (L* 1:58). Tlirough 
obedience to the Word of God she accepted her 
lofty yet not easy vtxration as wife aod n-.othcr m 
the.famiy^£.Nasatcth. .Putting Jietsdf Ji. God!s 
service, she dso put herself at the service of 
others: a service of love. Predsdy through this ser­
vice Mary was able to experience b he: life a mys­
terious, but autheiitic "reign". It is not by chance 
that she b invoked as "Queen of heaven and 
enrth". The entire comm-jmit>- of believers th js in­
voices her; many natbns and peoples call upon her 
as their "Queen", fo.'- her, "tc ra'f^n" is to \trve! 
Her service is "to reipt"! 

This is the v/ay b which authority needs to be 
Lndeistood, both b the ramily and b society and 
the ChurcK Each person's fundamenral vocation 
is reveded b this "reigning", for each person has 
been created b die "in^ge" of tbe O.nc who is 
Lord of heaven and earth and culled to be his 
adopted son or daughter b Christ. Man is die 
only creature on eatth "which God willed for its 
own sake", as die Swxirid Vatican Coundl 
teaches; it signifkandy adds that man "cannot 
fully find himsei except through a dncerc gift of 
selP' {Gapdtmt et Spes, 24). 
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The matemd "reign" of Mary consists b dib. 
She who \̂ a$, In all her bebg, a gift for her Son, 
has also become a gift for the sons aftd daughters of 
the w/xle kaman rate, awakenbg profourid trust b 
those Aiiio seek her guidance abng the cfiffiaJt 

_4iadis .of- life, on-the-way-to - d w l̂eflnilh'irr Tinc-
transcencent destby. Each one reaches this firMt 
goal by fitidity to his or her own vocodon; this 
goal prcvicci meanbg and direction for die earth­
ly labours of men and women dike. 

. i L ... -In. ihia.peispecrivc of- "wfvKei'-—which;: 
Tifhcn It is carried out \vith freedom, reciprocity 
and love, expresses the tnily "royd" nature of 
mankmd—one can nlso appreciate that the pre­
sence of <r certain diuersity of roles \a in no way pre-
judidal to women, provided thct this diversity is 
not the result of an atbitraty biposidoo, but is 
rather an expression of what is specific to being 
mde and femde. This issue abo has n particular 
application withb the Church. If Christ—by his 
free and sovereign choice, cleady attested to by 
the Gospd and by the Church's constant 
Tradition—entrusted only to men the task of 
bebg an "icoti" of his coiintener/:e as "shepherd" 
and "bridegroom'' of the Church througf) the exercise 
of the minuterid prieslJjood, this b .no wny detracts 
from the role of women, or for that matter from 
the ro!e of die odier members of the Church who 
are net ordabed to the sacred ministry, sbce ali 
sliare ecually m the dignity proper to the "common 
priesthood' based on Baptisrn. These role distbc-
lions should not be viewed ir aocordmce with the 
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criterb of functiondity typital in human sorieUes. 
Rn-her they must be uiderstotxl £o:ording to the 
particjilar aiieria of the secratncntal tconomj, i.e. 
the economy o: "signs" whJch God freely chooses 
in order to become present b the midst o: 

"liuiraBllj\ • ' 
Furtliermorc, predsely b line \nth this econ­

omy of agns, even i: apart from the sacramental 
sphere, there b great significance to thtt "woman­
hood" -̂ -hich was Ihred in such a sublime way by 
Mar/. In feet, there Is present b the "woman­
hood" o^a woman who-bettcrd5, atel cspcctMl? hi 
a woman who is "consecrated", a Irind or inherent 
"prophecy" (cf. Utdietis Dignitatem, 29), a power­
fully evocative symbolism, n highly significant 
"iconic character", which fmdi its full realization 
m Mary and which dso apdy expresses the very 
essence of the Church as a community conse­
crated widi die btegrity of a "virgin" heart rc 
become d-.e "bride" of Cinrist and "imther" of 
believers. When we oo.nsidcr the "iconic" com-
plementority of mde and femde roles, two of the 
Church's esscniid dimensions are seen in a cictrer 
light: die "Marian" prbciplc tnd the Apos:olic-
Petrbe principle (cf. ibid., 27). 

On the other hand—as I wrote to priests b 
thb year's Holy Hiursday Letter—die ministerial 
priesdicodL according tc Christ's plan, "is on 
expressbo not of dombarion but of service" 
(No. 7). The Church urgendy needs, b her daily 
self-ienev/d m the light of the Woid of God, to 
emphasize this fact ever more clearly, bod: by de-
vclopbg the spirit of communion and by carefully 
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fostering all-those means of parricbaricri \Vhidi 
are properly hers, and dsc by showbg respea for 
"i<J ptomotbg the diverse petsond and oimrnu-
nnl clitrisms wldch liw Spirit of God bestows for 
die buildbg up of die Christian community and 
die servfce ot humanity. 

~ In Tlirs'"\m3r̂ ô ^ 
tivo diousand-ycar histoty, for all its histodcd 
tbndidoning, has truly experienced die "genius of 
woman"; from die heart of die Qiurch dierc have 
emerged women of die highest calibre who have 
left xn bipressive and bencficid mark b hbtory, I 
lh1nk cf Inc'gfeti? lihe of wbman m ^ ^ 
and famous mystics. In a particular way I thbk of 
Saint Cadierbe of Sieita and of Sabt Teresa of 
Avila, whom Pope Pad VI of happy memory 
gtiihtcd die tide of Doctors of di: Church.. And 
how can we overfoofc the many women, bspired 
by fakh, who were responsible for initiathres of 
eittraordbaty socid importance, espedally in 
serdng die pooxest of die pcor? The life of the 
Church b the Third Millcrjiium will cenainly not 
be tackbg ir. new and surprbbg n]anifestatb.ns of 
"the feminbe genius", 

12. You can sec then, dear sisters, that the 
Church has many recsons for .hopbg that the 
forthcoming United Nations Confetenco. b 
B<̂ iibg tu'G bring out the full truth aboui twtnen. 
Ncccssflty cmphads should be placed oil-die 
"genius of wometf'. not only by conriderbg great 
and famcus woDien ot the . past or present,' but 
dso those ordinary women who tc/ed the gift of 

their womanhood by placing'themselves at Lhe ser­
vice of others b their everyday lives. For b ^iog 
•Jiemselves to odicis each day women fulfil the'u 
deepest vocation. Perhaps more tiian men, women 
achtowledg/: tbe person, because they see persons 

" widi'lheif tiefirK.T1iey seenAein iiTcepcficlai Jy of" 
various ideologicd or po'Jiicd systems. They see 
odiers b their greatness and limitations; they try 
to go out to them and helfi'them. In this way the 
bade plan of the Creator toKcs dcsh b die htsior) 
of humanit}' and there b aonstandy reveded, in 
die varletycf-sfocffiteia, dhati fearnfy=^-TOt merdy 
physical, but above all spieitud—which God bc-
sto"*rcd from the vcty begmning oh all, and b e 
pardcidar way on wometii. 

While I commend to the Lcrd b prayer the 
success of the biportono niccdng b Beijbg, 1 
invite Ecdesiat Qiwmmities to make this year an 
occasion of hciiddt thanksgiving to the Creator 
and Redeemer of the wodd for the gift of tin's 
great treasure whidi b womanhood. In all its 
ezpresskins, womanhood' is- part of the essential 
heritage of mankind and of.the Church herself. 

May Maty, Queen of Eeve, watch over wom­
en and their mission b service cf humanity, of 
pcice, of the spread of God's Kingdom 

With my Blessbg. 

From the Vtticaii, 29 June 1995, the: Solemn­
ity of Sobts Peter and Ptiul. 



— I n the Platform for Action, however, there were proposals to 
discuss the "innate d i g n i t y of women." The US does not support 
use of t h i s phrase because i t can be seen to imply a d i f f e r e n t 
(and therefore unequal) kind of d i g n i t y f o r women. The US 
position i s to refer always to "human d i g n i t y " or "the dignity 
and worth of the human person." 

Equality vs. Equity 

—As noted above, the concept of "equality between men and 
women" was included i n the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rigiits, and is one of the themes of the Fourth World Conference 
on women. 

—However, there were e f f o r t s to introduce terminology which 
would undermine t h i s concept. 

— I r a n proposed that the document refer i n many places to the 
need for "equity" rather than or i n addition to "equality," 
Iran proposed t h i s language based on i t s view that men and 
women have defined roles which are not based on equality 
between the sexes. I t believes that discrimination on the 
basis of sex i s and can be "equitable." The US strongly 
believes that "equality" should be used alone i n most cases, 
especially when referring to legal equality or equal 
opportunity. 

—Another delegation sought to include terminology r e f e r r i n g to 
the "fundamental" equality between men and women. Again, the 
US believes that t h i s implies that women and men are only equal 
w i t h i n t h e i r own spheres. We support use of simply the word 
"equality." 

The Human Rights of Women vs. Women's Human Rights 

— I n t a l k i n g about human r i g h t s , the US and a l l other 
delegations have agreed that the preferred terminology i s "the 
human r i g h t s of women" rather than "women's human r i g h t s . " 
This formulation makes clear that the human r i g h t s under 
discussion are not particular to women, but are universal i n 
nature. 
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September 1, 1995 

The First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Office of the First Lady 
The White Houso 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs.Clinton: 

No one who attends the Fourth UN World Conference on Women 
will have a loudor or more influential voice than you will 
As First Lady of the United States, you will be listened t'o 
clos«ly by both governments anU the worldwide NGO community. 
This means that should you f a i l to address several c r i t i c a l 
issues, your ailence w i l l sptidk volumes, as well. We beg you 
not to remain silent on the state of women's human rights 
evarwh«>ra in the world. 

I f you arc to be a forceCul advocate for the rights of 
women, you must be prepared to name the governments which 
violate women's rights or which f a i l to take action to 
prevent the f u l l range of abuses against women. We 
understand that your primary tasK i s to address women's 
rights issues and not china's overall hioman rights record. 
But you cannot afford to be silent on the issue of 
violations against Chinese and Tibetan women. The government 
of China could interpret your silence as condoning the 
brutal treatment of women such as i t s forced abortion and 
oceriiiiation program. 

Purtheriuore, during tne preparation for the conference, the 
Chinese government conducted "Public Order" sweeps, which 
included sixteen executions and numerous detentions. one 

>,oJ*! °£ detention i s Ding Zilin. a university professor 
^""^ Peikun. They were accused of "economic 

irregularities". We have adopted them as Prisoners of 
Conscience, and are demanding their immediate and 
unconditional release. Please add your voice to this appeal. 

When people are executed or imprisoned so that a UM 
conference can take place, i t should not be the 
responsibility of Amnesty International and other human 
5i!n t̂ u""̂  protest. You must not remain mute 
when victims of human rights violations have paid ouch a 
price. 

pclfcca, .nd „ .nd tern, .nd o^cuBon.. ,t lAncW hy'ieortoo. Iron. l Z ^ ^ Z ! T ^ 7 Z T 
CHAiR. BOARD OF DIRPCTORS 

Utry W. Qrf Execunve oiRecTOR 
WIHiam F. Sdiulz 

DIRECTOR. VWiSHINGTON OFFICE 
JaimsO'Dea 
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I f this conference i s to be a success, i t is imperative that 
governments leave Beijing having comroitted to take real and 
measurable action to improve the human rights of women, 
specifically, we need your voice to demdnd that governments 
conclude the conference with: 

- a commitment to reaffirm and build on their previous 
cowTnitnents to the universality and indivisibility of the 
human rights of women. 

- a commitment to take action on state violence against 
women. 

arSer^Snflict ^° '̂"^^^^ rights violations of women in 

- a commitment to f u l f i l l their international obligations to 
ona nuinan rights violations occurring in the private sohere 
and in communities. t-ncj-e 

- a commitment to protect women activists. 

Speak, Mrs. Clinton, speak! We wish you success in these 
endeavors• 

Sincerely, 

William P. Schulz 
Executive Director 



April 7, 1995 11:30AM 

Gender Talking Points for US Delegation 

Oender i s a commonly used sociological term 
that has been conventionally used in UN documents since the 
1970'e. The term "gender" i s not defined in the current draft 
documents of the CSW or FWCW because i t i s used in i t s 
conventional usage. 

Gender signifies that the socio-economic impacts being 
discussed are evaluated relative to their differing effects on 
men and women. 

Within the Platform for Action, "gender" i s used in analyzing 
socio-economic data, with gender sensitivity training for 
persons assisting g i r l s who have been victims of abuse and 
violence, gender balance when discussing male/female 
representation on appointed committees, etc. 

We have heard that some text, not connected with the CSW or 
the FWCW, has defined the term "gender" to include sexual 
orientation. We have not seen this text. Such a definition 
i s not the way the term i s used in the CSW/FWCW text. This i s 
not the way the USG i s using Lhe term "gender" in the text. 

We support the decision of the Chair made on April 6 that a 
blanket bracketing of "gender" throughout the text i s not a 
productive way to move the document forward. 

our understanding i s that where a working group put brackets 
on specific uses of gender, these brackets w i l l romain. 

On April 7, the Bureau decided to set up an 
ambassadorial-level contact group to begin work no later than 
May 15 in New York to address the use of "gender" in the 
CSW/FWCW text. The Ambassador from Namibia w i l l chair i t . 

% 
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United States Department of State 

ffashington, D C. 20520 

June 6, 1995 

Fourth World Conference on Women 
G.endei consultations 

The National Review article contains false information. 

The US is not seeking to redefine gender in any way. When 
the ibsue of gender was f i r s t raised at the UN, the State 
Department went on record to support the conventional and 
traditional usage of the word. 

o No country at the UN is seeking to redefine the terra gender 
Lo encompass five genders. 

o Durinq the March/April 1995 Preparatory Conference for the 
UN's upcoming Fourth World Conference on Women, Honduras 
with support trom Guatemala and Benin and later several 
other delegations, sought clarification of the word's 
meaning app;*rpnHy ha.Sftd on false rumors circulating that 
this commonly-used word was somehow a cover for promoting a 
radical notion of "five genders." 

o The US position is that gondor is a commonly used terra in 
sociological analysis that has been conventionally used in 
UN documents since the 1970o. In ito adjectival form, i t 
is commonly paired with other words such as 
gender-disaggregated s t a t i s t i c s , gender onolyaia, ond 
gender gap. when used in this manner, i t signifies that 
the uuciu-tiCOfioralc acLlon or policies under discussion are 
being evaluated relative to their differing impacts on men 
and women. These are analytical construutb that euablu 
policymakers to understand that practices oc policy actions 
may impact differently on men and women. Common uses for 
such analyses include the demonstration of salary 
differentials between men and woinen or studying longevity 
differences. 

o The discussion of the word gender is not a North/South 
issue. One of the f i r s t countries to object to Honduras' 
intervention was Indonesia, who made a detailed objection 
citing i t s cormnon usage within the UN system and 
internationally. 

0 In May, there were two meetings of a UN-based conLact group 
of Interested delegate to resolve the issue. 

o Chaired by Selma Ashjpal a of Namibiu, the group reached 
conr>P.nsiiK (with the exception of Guatemala) and adopted the 
attached statement on May 31. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

CONSENSUS ON 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AND UNSAFE ABORTION 

The International Conference on Populadon and Development (ICPD) was a major success, with 
180 nations endorsing a comprehensive new strategy, embodied In the Program of Action, for 
stabilizing world population growth and promoting sustainable developmenL At the ICPD, held in 
Cairo last September, governmental and non-governmental participants worked together to craft a 
Program of Acdon which, among other things, calls fix universal access to good quality 
reproductive health care services, including safe, effective, voluntary family planning; the 
empowerment of women and their full involvement In all aspects of population programs and 
policies; expanded access to education and health care services; increased responsibility of men in 
sexual and reproducUve health and childrearing; and reduction of wasteful resource consumption. 

The ICPD was historic for two principal reasons: the new direction of populadon policies, focusing 
on people's needs - rather dian simply demographic targets; and consensus on a broad range of 
difficult issues, in particular, defining reproductive health and reproductive rights and how to 
address the public health Issue of unsafe abortions, which constitute nearly half of the 50 to 60 
million abortions perfomied each year around the world. Reaching consensus on these issues 
required thorough and considered discussions to ensure tiiat tiie interests and concerns of all 
nations were addressed. 

No new rights were created at tiie ICPD. No country is required to change its laws. The Program 
of Action is a template for how to have successful programs which create the circumstances in 
which voluntary decisions about family size can be made. 

The ICPD Program of Action contains 16 chapters addressing components of population related 
development polides: Preamble; Principles; Interrelationships Between Population, Sustained 
Economic Growth and Sustainable Development; Gender Equality, Equity and Empowerment of 
Women; The Family, Its Roles, Rights, Composition and Structure; Population Growtii and 
Structure; Reprotkictive Rights and Reproductive Healdi; Healtii, Morbidity and Mortality; 
Population Distribution, Urbanization and Internal Migration; International Migration; Population, 
Development and Education; Technology, Research and Development; National Action; 
International Cooperation; Partnership with the Non-Governmental Seaor; and Follow-up to die 
Conference. 

Text from the ICPD Program of Action 



ChapleHlinIrorcS?T^^^^ of die recommendadons contained in die P̂ oĝ "̂̂  °^ 
^e sovereign right of each counuy, consbtent widi national laws and development P ^ ^ ' - ' ^ « ' . ^ P ^ " 
for die various religiotjs and ediical values and culmral backgrounds of Its people, and In conformity widi 
universally recognized Internadonal human rights. 

y^zTRepm^uStehealdi b a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being "Ot merefy die 
absence of dbease or InRrmlty, In all matten related to die reproductive system ̂ " ^ ^ ^ ^ " f ^"^ 
processes. Reproductive healdi dierefore Implies diat people are able tx. have a "dsfying 
and diat diey have die capability to repit>duce and die freedom to decide If, when and how often to do so. 
Implicit In dik last condition are die right of men and women w be Informed and to have 
effective, affordable and acceptable mediods of family planning of dieir choke, as well as odier mediods of 
Uielr choice for regulation of fertility which are not against the law, and the right of acceis to appropriate 
healdi<are services diat will enable women to go safely dirough pregnancy and chlWblrdi and provide couples 
widi die best chance of having a healdiy Infant In line widi die above deflnidon of reproductive health, 
reproductive healdi care b defined as die constellation of mediods, techniques and services diat contribute to 
reproductive healdi and well-being by preventing and solving reproductive healdi probieins. It abo Includes 
sexual health, die purpose of which b die enhancement of life and personal reUUons, and not merety 
counseling and care related to reproduction and sexually u-ansmltted dbeases. 

Note: After achieving consensus on dib language, die terms reproductWe and sexual healdi are used where 
appropriate In the Program of Action. 
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û loiA pu^ jjopja 
ii •^l\ti^9f 

fopeujjoju| aip aAC 
s|enp|Aiputpue 
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Reproductive Rights 

J ^ P H ' I J '"^'"1 ^ **'^""^:!' '•«P'-°^"«'v« r'ghts embrace certain human rights diat are already 
recognized In national laws, Internadonal human rights documents and odier consensus documents These 
rights rest on die recognition of die basic right of all couples and IndMduab to dedde fre^Tnd ^espo^TL 

righ to attain die highest standard of sexual and reproducUve healdi. It abo Indudes dieir right t̂  make 
decklons concerning reproduction free of dbcrlmlnadon, coercion and violence, as expressed In hurTan rlehts 

Z T ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' A 'J "•'^ ^<:̂ °"nt the needs of Seir i Z a n d r u i r e 
t h ! . / H r r" '̂ respomlbllltJes towards the community. The promotion of the responsible fxe^dse of 
l o U r U t . "^r"* fundamental basb for government- and cominunlty-supp^ 
poIIcI« and programs in the area of reproductive health, Including family planning. As pan o f T T 

rTdolr /nH' " i ' T l f " ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ P^-^otlon of muutally ?espe<S.I a^d ^ u l i e gender 
In fnnc rh, " ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ J ? ^« educational and service needs of adolescents to e^ble them to Jeal 
beiSs ^ uTh f X ^ i ' ^ ' n ' Reproducthre heald, eludes many of die w^d's p ^ e 
n ^ Z r f A f ̂  ^ 'nadequate leveb of knowledge about human sexuality and Inappropriate or poo 
quality reproductive health Information and services; die prevalence of high-risk sexual behav or 
dbcrimlnatory social practices; negative attiUides towards women and glrb/and tiieTrnltZower many 
Z T ' n t ' ^ T ^''^ ''""'^ reproductive lives. Adolescent are parZbrfy X a b t e 
because of tiielr lack of Information and access to relevant services In most c o u n o J T o K o m e n and m.n 
have dbtina reproductive and sexual healdi bsues which are often InadequateSr ^Sessed 

Note: Thb b die onhr paragraph in die Program of Action whfch Includes die term reproductive rights. 

Unsafe Abortion 

t l L l l n T . ''^ P""^'*'^ * ' ""'"^^^ Of f^"i»y planning. A l governments and 

unw,nr^' '^'""'^ «P^"^^** ̂ "'l ""P™ved f a m l l y - p U n n l ^ ^ T P r e v e ^ n 

T m e n .honM h "^' '^ f ' ^ a l m t tiie law, such abortion shoulJ^be safe In aN L e s ^ 



Note: The only other references to abonion In the ICPD Program of Aaion are: 

7.44a: To address adolescent sexual and reproductive health bsues, Including unwanted pregnancy, unsafe 
abortion, and sexually transmitted dbeases, Including HIV/AIDS, through the promotion of responsible and 
healthy reproductive and sexual behavior. Including voluntary abstinence, and the provblon of appropriate 
services and counseling specifically suiuble for that age group; 

8.19: ...However, a significant proportion of the abortions carried out are self-Induced or otherwbe unsafe, 
leading to a large fraction of maternal deaths or to permanent Injury to the women Involved... 

8.20a: To promote women's health and safe motherhood; to achieve a rapid and substantial reduction In 
maternal morbidity and mortality and reduce the differences observed between developing and developed 
couno-Ies and within counu-Ies. On the basb of a commitment to women's health and well-being, to reduce 
greatiy the number of deaths and morbidity from unsafe abortion' . 

12.17: Since unsafe abortion' b a major threat to the health and lives of women, research to understand 
and better address the determinants and consequences of Induced abortion, Including Its effeos on 
subsequent fertility, reproductive and mental health and contraceptive practice, should be promoted, as well 
as research on u-eatment of complications of abortion and post-abortion care. 

13.14b: In the basic reproductive health services component - Information and routine servfces for 
prenatal, normal and safe delivery and post-natal care; abortion (as specified In paragraph 8.25); 
Information, education and communication about reproductĥ e health, including sexually transmitted dbeases, 
human sexuality and responsible parenthood, and against harmful practices; adequate counseling; diagnosb 
and u-eatment for sexually u-ansmltted dbeases and otiier reproductive o-aa Infections, as feasible; prevention 
of Infertility and appropriate treatment, where feasible; and referrab, education and coumeling services for 
sexually u-ansmltted dbeases, Including HIV/AIDS, and for pregnancy and delh/ery complications. 

unsafe abortion b defined as a procedure for terminating an unwanted pregnancy either by persons lacking the 
necessary skllb or in an environment lacking the minimal medical standards or both (based on Worid Health 
Organization, The Prevention and Management of Unsafe Abortion, Report of a Technical Woricing Croup, Geneva, 
April 1992 (WHO/MSM/92.5). 



CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF 
A L L F O R M S O F DISCRIMINATION 

AGAINST W O M E N ( C E D A W ) 

ni^AtJol^l^^^^^^^^ NATIONS STRONGER, FAIRER. 
AND BCTTER." 

U.S. Secretary of State Wartcn Christopher ^ ^ . looi 
from an aiIHrr.« m the World Conf«r.nc« on Human R-igKa. Vicnn., Au.tr.ii. 1993. 

B A C K G R O U N D 

On December 18. 1979. the United Nations adopted the Convention on the Elimina-
U J I I U J A U Forms of Dl^rlmlnatlon Against Wom«i (CEDAW) The Convention was 
the culmination of more than thirty years of work by the United Nations Comr^ission 
on the St;itus of Women, a body established in 1946 to monitor the situanon of women 
û orld wide and to jiromotc women's rights. 

Unt.l 1979. xvhen the General Assembly adopted CEDAW. there was no leĉ illy binding 
convention that took an international view of a woman's rights within the himily and 
within the political, economic and social life of her coimrry. 

C U R R E N T S T A T U S 

A<! of January 1994, 131 countries hnd ratified the Cottvcnticn. 

The United St*tcs was active in tlie JiafiUm of the Convention and signed it July 17. 
1980. It was transmitted to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in htovembcr of 
1980. In the »uiiuncr of 1990, the Senate Foreign Rdanom ComnrUttcc held hcantigs 
on Che Convention. At that time, the State Department testified It was not prepared 
with >i legal analysis of the Convention to determine how it comports with U.S. law. 

In the spring of 1993. a letter signed by sixty-eight members of the Senate was sent to 
President Rill Clinton asking him to take the necessary $ieps to ratify CJDAW. In June 
of 1993. Secretary of State Warren Christopher announced at the World Conference on 
Human Rights in Vienna that the Administration would move on CEDAW ond other 
human riglits treaties. 

F O R A D D I T I O N A L I N F O R M A T I O N , C O N T A C T T H B W O W K I N O G R O U P O N R A T I F I C A T I O N o r 

C E D A W , c / o Aii-EEN C O O P E R . B ' N A I B ' R I T M W O M E N , 1 8 2 8 L S T R E E T , N.W., Sur rc 
2 5 0 . W A « I H I N < 3 T O N . D.C. 2 0 0 3 8 . TeusTMONC ( 2 0 2 ) 0 8 7 - 1 3"70 



Senator Claiborne Pell (D-RI). chairman of the Senate Foreign Relation<( Committe*. 
has mndc public lii» dolrc to move CEDAW to the floor of the Senate for a vote as 
.soon is is feasible after receiving the State Department report. 

Sixty seven "ye»" votes are required for the Senate to ronteni to ratification. Acnon by 
lhe Hou<e of Representatives is not required for international treaty ratification. 

IMPORTANCE O F U.S. RATIF ICATION 

The Convention reinforce* the definition of dlscrlmlnanon against women so that 
those who would discriminate on the basis of sex t-an no longer claim that no rl̂ ar 
definirinn exittc. 

M:iny xvomen in othci parts of the world lack basic legal rights or protection of their 
rights under the law. The cry that women's rights are human rights originates from 
considcratifMi uf the plight of these women. As a leading advocate for human rights, 
the United States has an Interest In helping improve rondirion« for these women. Yet 

one of the few nations that has fkiled to ratify the Women's Convention, the United 
btarcs compromises its credibility and periiii.nivcnesi a« n force fen human rights for 
r'^cS.A^v,''?'' ^^^^ ^'^•'V involved In the drafting of 
.̂̂ bl.'AW also lends wei't̂ it to its obligation to rncify. 

Ratification of the Convenrion i* called for in ilic concluding documents of the 
F?r!l"wr-Qr^Cl"' ^'^.'V"''*,"/Commission on Security and Cooperation in 
turopc ICSCE). The United States wa> -A signatory of Ci)CE and .%hould tomrlv with 
iti provisions. *" 

U.S. ratification means that the United State., can join the United Nations Committee 
OM the Elimination of t^scrimlnatlon (CEDAW). which monitors report, of progress 
m treatment of women from the countries that hove ratified CEDAW. 

T R E A T Y S Y N T H E S I S 

o Z ^ X J i s t f ' Z ' ^ i ^ K t ' ' ^ ' u ^ J ^ ^ ' " ^ ' " distinction or restriction mad. 
~ Se.̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ cognition, enjoy. 

fr^uic'J.^ r r " * * ? ? ^"^T ^ ' ' ^ " J ^ discTiminatton in all it. form, .nd to 
n"d uVrl::; "̂ "̂"̂  frameworks embody the principles of equality bet>^n 

A R T I C L E 3 mandates ratifying countries to euarantei- women their basic human rights, 

^qullfty.̂  ^ accelerate women's 



ARTicue 6 mandates ratifying countries to initiate measures that will suppress all 
forms of traffic in women and exploitation of women through prostitution. 

ARTICUe 7 outlines the rightu of women in politicpl and public life, including cK« 
right to vote in elections, to participate in the formulation of gfovemment polic\-. to 
hold office and to participate in non governmental organiiations concerned with the 
fxilitical life ofthe country. 

A R T I C L E 8 requires that women have the opportunity to represent their governments 
,ic clic international Uvcl. 

ARTICLE 9 mandates that women will have equal rights to acquire, change or retain 
their nationality and that of their children. 

A R T I C L E 10 outlines equal rights in career and vocational guidance, choice of cur­
ricula, scholarships and study grants, and continuing education. 

A R T I C L E 1 1 outlines equal rights In employment including equal opportunities, free 
choice of employmetit and prnfM.̂ lonal training, «qual remuneration, h«alth benefits, 
and evaluation of worL 

A R T I C L E f 2 mandates equal access to health care services. 

A R T I C L E I 3 states that women shall have, on an equal basis with men, the following 
rights, bank loiiis, tnuitgagcs and other forms of financial credit and participanon in 
recreational activities, sports and all aspects of cultural life. 

A R T I C L E t 4 focuses on the particular problems faced by rural women including 
accos.s to health care, access to training and education, and access to credit and loans. 

ARTICLE 15 rec]uires that women have equal treatment before the law including the 
right to make contracts and be free to choose their residenrf; and domicile. 

A R T I C L E 1 6 mandates that women have equal rights with tnt\ in matters relating to 
family and taarriage induding the right to choose a spouse, and the ri^t to ownership 
of property. 

A R T I C L E f y calU for the establishment of the Cuuuniitce on the Elimination of 
discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) which wiU evaluate progress made in 
implementation of the Convention. 

AftTicLc I o establishes a schedule of reporting on progress by ratifying countries. 

A R T I C L E 19 cscabltshes a term of two years for officers of CEDAW. 

ArtTicLfc. zo establishes a cycle of meetings to review reports of ratifying countries. 

ARTiuue directs CEDAW to make general recommendations based on reports. 

ŝ 'coproTt̂ ifr aS;;;ti^,! '"^" '̂̂  ^'^^^ 



ARTicLEis 23 - 3 0 detail adminittration of th« Convention. 

ORGANIZATIONS T H A T H A V E E N D O R S E D T H E C O N V E N T I O N 
ON T H E ELIMINATION O F A L L F O R M S O F D ISCRIMINATION 

A G A I N S T W O M E N 

American Asjociation of Retired IVisons 
American Associanon of University Women 
Aincrican Bar Astocixriun 
Americans for Democratic Action 
American Federation of Teachers 
Ameritjin Jewish Con̂ mittce 
Americiin Jewish Con^reji 
An»erir.;«n Medical Women's As»ociation 
American NuTMs A»soc:anoii 
AnKtican Pfiychiatric AsuociAbfio 
American Vctcratu Q^mmittec 
Amli Women 
Amnesty Intermtional 
Anti Defnm..irion l^a^iir 11/Wr\»i ^'rith 
Association for Won»en in PiycholoRV 
As«(iri.irinn (r\r Women in Sci«nc« 
BUck Women's A^nda 
R'nxi R'rirK Intcmarionil 
B'nai D'ricli Women 
C c n t r r fnr RJicy Alccrniovaf • 

(Women'* FcofKMntc Justioe Center) 
ChiierK Womtn Unit«d 
Committee 1-or International 

Human Rigliri Inquiry 
Episcvpal ChurcK USA 
FvnnKclical lAitharan Churth in America 
F.mutuh Women 
Tx'clarally Employwl Women 
Cray Panthen 
Hada«(ak 
Lawyer* Committee fox Human Rifhu 
I-cad*reKip Conference on Civil Ri^\cs 
Lcafue of Women Vocert of the USA 
Na'amat USA 
National AasemUy of Religious Women 
N;kciun«l AjsocUtiuii of Commlssloru 

for Women 
Natiunal AiMx.i;itiun of Socul Workers 
Nktional Associ«tkm of Women Judge* 
Nutiorml Akiuciatlon of Women Lawyers 
National tiUck Women'i He«lth Project 
NatkMwl Board oftt\e YWCA ofthe USA 
National Coalition of 100 Black Women 
Naiiuiul Conference ofChrisnuu and Jews 
National Coundl of the Citurches of Chriat 

"I the USA 

Nanoi«l Coundl of Jewish Women 
National Education Associanon 
National Fcdcrttion of Business and 

Profearional Women'* Clubi 
National Federation of Temple SiSterhooU* 
National Hook-vp ot Blade Women. Inc. 
National Ladies Auxiliary. J«wi«h War Veterans 
Naiioiul Jewish C»wnmunltv Relanons 

Advisory Coundl 
Klarinnal 1 »wyeT» Guild 
National Ot^nixation For Women (NOW) 
NOW 1 D^ru« and Education Pund 
Natiorul Spiritual Assembly of Baha'is 

uf th« LKiit* J Scaua 
National VCfemen't Conference Committee 
Naiional V^Mncn'a Mitical Caucu* 
Nationil înMnen'a Studie* Association 
Orfnnintion of ^n-A»i«n American Women 
Planned I^rtnthood Federation of America 
Urutcd Preibrterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Society for fht Advancement of Women'* 

Healch Rc*c3udt 
Soroptimist Inter tutiunal 
Sc. JoiMi'k Alliartoc 
Unitarian Uhivcrealist Service Committee 
Uiiiuirten IMlversalist Associanon 

of Congrttations 
United Clwidi ô  Christ 
Uruied Mediodtft Church 
United Naoofu Aaaociation of the United States 
United States Conferenoe of Mayois 
Wider Opportunities for Women 
The Women Acnvist Fund, Ir\c. 
Women tor International Peace and Arbitration 
Women's Action Alliance. Inc 
Womoi'i American OKT 
Women'* Branch, Unkm of Orthodox lewish 

CongrccBtiona of America 
Women'* Intematianal League for 

Pc*ce and Freedom 
Women'* Intematianal IHibllc Health N̂ rw..-iTk 
Women'* League for Coiucrvative Judaism 
Women** Legal Defense Rind 
Womerx Ac^on for New Directions 
World Federalist A»*ociaiion 
Zonta International 



r THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

September 13, 1994 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

On behalf of the President, I am w r i t i n g t o convey the 
Ad m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s strong support f o r prompt r a t i f i c a t i o n of the 
Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms of D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
Against Women. 

As you are aware, t h i s important human r i g h t s t r e a t y has 
been pending before the Senate since 1980, when the United 
States signed i t . Despite the expression of strong support f o r 
r a t i f i c a t i o n by a wide spectrum of the non-governmental 
community at several Congressional hearings, p r i o r 
Adn^inistrations d i d not embrace the Convention. Consequently 
the process of r a t i f i c a t i o n has languished. Over 130 States 
are now p a r t i e s t o the Convention; the United States i s not. 
I t i s time t o remedy t h i s s i t u a t i o n . 

The C l i n t o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has placed p a r t i c u l a r emphasis 
on the p r o t e c t i o n and advancement of women's r i g h t s i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. We s t r o n g l y supported i n c l u s i o n of 
p r o v i s i o n s on women's r i g h t s i n the Vienna D e c l a r a t i o n and 
Program of Action adopted at the Second World Conference on 
Human Rights l a s t summer. We have taken steps t o inco r p o r a t e 
women's concerns i n t o U.S. assistance programs, refugee 
programs, and population p o l i c y . We are funding p r o j e c t s 
around the world t o as s i s t women's groups and promote women's 
r i g h t s , ranging from expanding l i t e r a c y ( i n c l u d i n g l i t e r a c y i n 
l e g a l matters) and promoting h e a l t h care t o p r o t e c t i n g refugee 
women. Working c l o s e l y w i t h t he United Nations, we are 
promoting the systematic i n t e g r a t i o n of women's issues i n t o UN 
programs, the t r a i n i n g of UN personnel t o ensure s e n s i t i v i t y 
and competence i n addressing gender-based abuses, and the 
appointment of more women t o p o s i t i o n s o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n the 
UN. We s t r o n g l y supported the appointment of a Special 
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women at the l a s t session of the 
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UN Human Rights Commission. Another top priority is to ensure 
that the War Crimes Tribunal investigating the former 
Yugoslavia addresses the systematic rape of women as an 
instrument of ethnic cleansing. 

Ratification of the Convention at this time would serve 
both to underscore our commitment to women's rights and to 
enhance our ability to protect and promote those rights 
internationally. With the Fourth World Conference on Women 
impending, i t i s in the U.S. interest to ratify this treaty 
promptly, since we are the only country in the Western 
Hemisphere which has not. In particular, participation by the 
United States in the work of the Committee on the Elimination 
of Discrimination Against Women, which oversees implementation 
of the treaty by States Parties, would provide an opportunity 
for the United States to play an even more active and effective 
role in the articulation and advancement of the principles of 
non-discrimination and equality for women around the world. 

These principles find clear expression, of course, in our 
own domestic law. At both the federal and state levels, 
current U.S. law provides strong guarantees of equal 
protection, as well as effective protections against 
discriminatory conduct. As a result, our law largely complies 
with the requirements of the Convention. Ratification can 
therefore be premised on a relatively small number of 
reservations, understandings and declarations. They are set 
forth in the enclosed l i s t . 

To assist the Committee in its consideration of these 
proposals, I am enclosing a detailed memorandum analyzing the 
requirements of the Convention in relation to the relevant 
provisions of current U.S. law and explaining the reasoning 
behind each of the proposed reservations, understandings and 
declarations. 

On behalf of the President, I urge the Senate to give i t s 
advice and consent to ratification of this important human 
rights treaty. 

Sincerely, 

Warren Christopher 

Enclosures: 

1. Proposed Reservations, Understandings and 
Declarations 

2. Analysis of the Convention 


