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p-404 

«letterdate» 

«nameline» 
«title» 
«organi zat ionl» 
«organi zat ion2 » 
«addressl» 
«address2» 
«address3» 
«address4» 
«city», «statelong» «zip9» 

Dear«salutationl»: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r about breast cancer. Having 
l o s t my mother t o t h i s disease, I c e r t a i n l y share your 
concern about the devastating e f f e c t s t h a t breast cancer has 
on m i l l i o n s of women and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has made a strong commitment t o 
ending t h i s t e r r i b l e t h r e a t t o the h e a l t h of American women. 
Since I took o f f i c e , we have nearly doubled funding at the 
Department of Health and Human Services f o r breast cancer 
research, prevention, and treatment, and we esta b l i s h e d the 
National A c t i o n Plan on Breast Cancer. My f i s c a l 1998 
budget would provide funding f o r a d d i t i o n a l e f f o r t s . 
My proposal includes money f o r breast cancer screening and 
f o r the promising research at NIH th a t has already l e d t o 
the discovery of two breast cancer genes BCRA-1 and BCRA-
2. This discovery o f f e r s great promise f o r the development 
of new prevention s t r a t e g i e s . 

While we search f o r a cure and a way t o prevent breast 
cancer, e a r l y d e t e c t i o n remains our best weapon. My 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has worked t o ensure t h a t mammograms are 
r e l i a b l e , implementing q u a l i t y standards t h a t r e q u i r e 
mammography f a c i l i t i e s t o o b t a i n an FDA "seal of approval." 
The F i r s t Lady has j o i n e d w i t h the Department of Health and 
Human Services t o encourage increased use of Medicare's 
coverage of mammograms, and I have proposed covering annual 
mammogram screenings f o r Medicare b e n e f i c i a r i e s and 
e l i m i n a t i n g the Medicare co-payment f o r mammograms. I have 
also o f f e r e d a plan t h a t would prevent women from being 
forced out of the h o s p i t a l w i t h i n mere hours a f t e r a 
mastectomy. And our "Missiles t o Mammograms" i n i t i a t i v e i s 
working t o apply imaging technologies used i n the defense 



and i n t e l l i g e n c e f i e l d s t o the e a r l y d e t e c t i o n of breast 
cancer. 

I appreciate l e a r n i n g your thoughts on t h i s v i t a l 
issue, and I urge you t o stay involved i n the f i g h t against 
breast cancer. 

Sincerely, 
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P-'40A BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1997 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for your letter about breast cancer. Having lost my mother to this disease, I certainly 

share your concern about the devastating effects that breast cancer has on millions of women and their 
families. 

My Administration has made a strong commitment to ending this terrible threat to the health of 
American women. Since I took office, we have nearly doubled fiindmg at the Department of Health and 
Human Services for breast cancer research, prevention, and treatment, and we established the National 
Action Plan on Breast Cancer. My fiscal 1998 budget would provide funding for additional efforts. 
My proposal includes money for breast cancer screening and for the promising research at NIH that has 
already led to the discovery of two breast cancer genes -- BCRA-1 and BCRA-2. This discovery offers 
reat promise for the development of new prevention strategies. 

While we search for a cure and a way to prevent breast cancer, early detection remains our best 
weapon. My Administration has worked to ensure that mammograms are reliable, implementing quality 
standards that require mammography facilities to obtain an FDA "seal of approval." The First Lady has 
joined with the Department of Health and Human Services to encourage increased use of Medicare's 
coverage of mammograms, and I have proposed covering annual mammogram screenings for Medicare 
beneficiaries and eliminating the Medicare co-payment for mammograms. I have also offered a plan that 
would prevent women from being forced out of the hospital within mere hours after a mastectomy. And 
our "Missiles to Mammograms" initiative is working to apply imaging technologies used in the defense and 
intelligence fields to the early detection of breast cancer. 

I appreciate learning your thoughts on this vital issue, and I urge you to stay involved in the fight 
against breast cancer. 

Sincerely, 

(4/16/97) 



p-404 BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

March 28, 1997 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for your letter about breast cancer. Having lost my mother to this disease, I certainly 

share your concern about the devastating effects that breast cancer has on millions of wyomen and their 
families. 

My Administration has made a strong commitment to ending this terrible threat ip the health of 
American women. Since I took office, we have nearly doubled funding at the Depaitment of Health and 
Human Services for breast cancer research, prevention, and treatment, and we established the National 
Action Plan on Breast Cancer. My fiscal 1998 budget would provide funding foradditional efforts. 
My proposal includes money for breast cancer screening and for the promising research at NIH that has 
already led to the discovery of two breast cancer genes ~ BCRA-1 and BCRA-2. This discovery offers 

fat promise for the development of new prevention strategies. 

While we search for a cure and a way to prevent breast cancer, early detection rerfiains our best 
weapon. My Administration has worked to ensure that mammograms are reliable, >y implementing quality 
standards that require mammography facilities to obtain an FDA "seal of approval." The First Lady has 
joined with the Department of Health and Human Services to encourage increased use of Medicare's 
coverage of mammograms, and I have proposed covering annual mammogram screenings for Medicare 
beneficiaries and eliminating the Medicare co-payment for mammograms. I have also offered a plan that 
would prevent women from being forced out of the hospital within mere hours after a mastectomy. And 
our "Missiles to Mammograms" initiative is working to apply imaging technologies used in the defense and 
intelligence fields to the early detection of breast cancer. 

I appreciate learning your thoughts on this vital issue, and I urge you to stay involved in the fight 
against breast cancer. 

Sincerely, 
1 

(3 /28/97) 



p-404 BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

March 27, 1997 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for your letter about breast cancer. Having lost my mother to this disease, I certainly 

share your concern about the devastating effects that breast ca.n/er has on millions of women and their 
families. 

My Administration has made a strong commitment to/6nding this terrible threat to the health of 
American women. Since I took office, we have nearly doubled fiinding at the Department of Health and 
Human Services for breast cancer research, prevention,/and treatment, and we established the National 
Action Plan on Breast Cancer. My fiscal 1998 budget'scefcsTo~lilcrease-eur efforts. My proposal includes 
money for breast cancer screening and for the promising research at NIH that has already led to the 
discovery of two breast cancer genes - BCRA-1 and BCRA-2. This discovery offers great prom ê for 

development of new prevention strategies. 

While wejeaichfor a cure and a way to prevent_breasLx:ancsL.̂ rl̂  detection remain̂  our best 
weapon. <̂ g|̂ AHminTstTgTî ^ implementing quality 

. . . - - - /p.̂ ^̂  The/First Lady has 
user̂ edicare's 

nings for Medicare 
Iso offered a plan that 

standards ffiat require mammography facilities to obtain an FDA "seal of appro' 
joined with the Department of Health and Human Services to"^ encourage increal 
coverage of mammograms, and I have proposed covering annual mammogram sen 
beneficiaries and eliminating the Medicare co-payment for mammograms. I have 
would prevent women from being forced out of the hospitalVpily- hours after a mastectomy. And our 
"Missiles to Mammograms" initiative is working to apply paging technologies û ed in the defense and 
intelligence fields to the early detection of breast cancer 

I appreciate learning your thoughts on this vitaHssue,/and I urge you to stay involved in the fight 
against breast cancer. j / 

Sincerely, 

(3/27/97) 



p-404 BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

March 18, 1997 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for your letter about breast cancer. Having lost my mother to this disease, I certainly 

share your concern about the devastating effects that breast cancer has on millions of women and their 
families. 

My Administration has made a strong commitment to/Ending this terrible threat to the health of 
American women. Since I took office, we have nearly doubled fiinding at the Department of Health and 
Human Services for breast cancer research, prevention, And treatment, and we established the National 
Action Plan on Breast Cancer. My fiscal 1998 budget̂ proposesjr̂  to increase our efforts. My proposal 
includes money for breast cancer screening and for the promising research at NIH that has already led to 
the discovery of two breast cancer genes ~ BCRA-1 and BCRA-2. This discovery offers great promise 

the development of new prevention strategies. 

While we search for a cure and a way to prevent breast cancer, early detection remains our best 
weapon. My Administration has worked to ensure that mammograms are reliable by implementing quality 
standards that require mammography facilities to obtain an FDA "seal of approval." The First Lady has // ) 
joined with the Department of Health and Human Services to jaeroaso women's useTof Medicare's(irf<y(J 
coverage of mammograms, and I have proposed covering annual mammogram screenings for Medicare 
beneficiaries and eliminating the Medicare co-payment for mammograms. I have also proposê , a plan that 
would prevent women from being forced out of the hospital cply hours after a mastectomy. In addition 
our "Missiles to Mammograms" initiative is working to appl>/ imaging technologies used in the defense and 
intelligence fields to the early detection of breast cancer. 

I appreciate fe^ft^ your thoughts on this vital issue, anifl I urge you to stay involved in the fight 
against breast cancer. ^ 

Sincerely, 

(3/18/97) 



Record Type: Record 

To: Sarah S. Freeman/WHO/EOP 

cc: Richard J . Turman/OMB/EOP, Barry T. Cjendenin/OMB/EOP 
Subject: Breast Cancer Letter 

NEM signed off on the breast cancer letter, so it's good to go. 



p-404 
Breast Cancer 

sl r / d r a f t / b r e a s t c a n c e r 9 7 . s f 
Sarah Freeman 
March 5, 1997 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r about b r e a s t cancer. Having l o s t my 

mother t o t h i s disease, I c e r t a i n l y share your concern about t he 

d e v a s t a t i n g e f f e c t s t h a t b r e a s t cancer has on m i l l i o n s of women and 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has made a s t r o n g commitment t o ending t h i s 

t e r r i b l e t h r e a t t o the h e a l t h of American women. Since I took 

o f f i c e , we have n e a r l y doubled f u n d i n g a t the Department of H e a l t h 

and Human Services f o r b r e a s t cancer research, p r e v e n t i o n , and 

treatment^and we e s t a b l i s h e d the N a t i o n a l A c t i o n Plan on Breast 

Cancer. My f i s c a l 1998 budget proposes t o increase our e f f o r t s . My 

pr o p o s a l i n c l u d e s money f o r b r e a s t cancer screening and f o r the 

p r o m i s i n g research a t NIH t h a t has a l r e a d y l e d t o the d i s c o v e r y of 

two b r e a s t cancer genes -- BCRA-1 and BCRA-2. This d i s c o v e r y o f f e r s 

g r e a t promise f o r the development of new p r e v e n t i o n s t r a t e g i e s . 

While we search f o r a cure and a way t o prevent b r e a s t cancer, e a r l y 

d e t e c t i o n remains our best weapon. My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has worked t o 

ensure t h a t mammograms are r e l i a b l e by implementing q u a l i t y 

standards t h a t r e q u i r e mammography f a c i l i t i e s t o o b t a i n an FDA "seal 

of a p p r o v a l . " The F i r s t Lady has j o i n e d w i t h the Department of 

He a l t h and Human Services t o increase women's use of Medicare's 

coverage of mammograms, and I have proposed c o v e r i n g annual 

mammogram screenings f o r Medicare b e n e f i c i a r i e s and e l i m i n a t i n g 



the Medicare co-payment f o r mammograms. I have also proposed a plan 

th a t would prevent women from being forced out of the h o s p i t a l only 

hours a f t e r a mastectomy. I n additionT^e 'aiejworking t o apply 

imaging technologies used i n the defense and i n t e l l i g e n c e f i e l d s t o 

the e a r l y detections'of breast cancel^thr^vtSf^lour "Missiles to 

I appreciate hearing your thoughts on t h i s v i t a l issue, and I urge 

you t o stay involved i n the f i g h t against breast cancer. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Pauline M. Abernathy 

03/05/97 04:41:28 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Sarah S. Freeman/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Re: help ! ^ 

breast cancer letter: 2 more comments; 

1. the mastectomy language should be a sentence on its own rather than tacked onto the language 
on mammograms. 

2. i think the reference to sisters and mothers at the end sounds male-centered, don't you? I 
would take those words out. 

Otherwise I agree it is ready to go. 



Pauline M. Abernathy 

03/04/97 11:27:34 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Sarah S. Freennan/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Re: help 

Regarding the breast cancer letter, it looks good but needs 2 changes and to run It by Richard 
Turman at OMB: 

1. nearly doubled funding at HHS. 

2. rather than saying HRC's initiative is for older women, say increase women's use of medicare's 
coverage of mammograms. This is important. 

Pis send me the revised version. 



•X' 

PRESIDENT CLINTON'S HEALTH CARE PRIORITIES FOR WOMEN ^7 

Strengthens and Preserves Medicare. The Medicare program primarily serves 
women, covering 22 million women, nearly 60 percent of all Medicare 
beneficiaries. It is especially important to older women. There are 13 million 
women on Medicare who are over the age of 75 and 2.8 million who are 
over the age of 85 (twice the number of men over 85). 

The President's budget preserves and improves the Medicare program. It 
extends the life of the Part A Hospital Insurance Trust Fund into 2007, gives 
beneficiaries more choices among private health plans, invests in new 
preventive health benefits. 

Covers Annual Mammograms Screening for Medicare Beneficiaries. In his 
balanced budget, President Clinton proposes to extend annual screeningf 
mammograms for Medicare beneficiaries 65 and over. Screening | 
mammograms for women age 65 and over are now covered biennially, even ^ 
though breast cancer mortality increases wi th age. This proposal would ^ 
remove this anomaly in current law and make coverage consistent wi th jthe 
recommendations of most breast cancer experts. ' " 7 

Waives Cost-Sharing for Mammography Services. The plan eliminates the 
copayment and deductible requirement for annual mammograms for | 
beneficiaries over age 50, thereby increasing early detection and treatmehf of 
breast cancer. Although Medicare has covered screening mammography 
since 1 9 9 1 , only 14 percent of eligible beneficiaries without supplemental 
insurance receive mammograms. 

Provides Alzheimer's Respite Benefit. Since women make up two-thirds of 
informal caregivers for elderly in communities, they bear the financial and 
emotional strain of caring for people with Alzheimer's and other debilitating 
diseases. The President's budget takes the first step towards helping these 
families with a new Alzheimer's respite benefit to provide temporary help for 
families of Medicare beneficiaries with Alzheimer's and other dementia. 

Prevents Women From Being Forced Out of the Hospital Only Hours After a 
Mastectomy. In his State of the Union Address, President Clinton endorsed 
bipartisan legislation to ensure that women are not forced out of the hospital / 
before they are ready because of pressure from their health plan. The | >' 
Department of Health and Human Services also recently announced that it 
was sending a letter to all Medicare managed care plans making clear that 



they may not set ceilings for inpatient hospital treatment or set requirements 
for outpatient treatment, and that a woman and her doctor should makej 
decisions about what is medically necessary. / 

Continues HHS Commitment to Breast Cancer Research, Prevention andj 
Trainmg. Since the Clinton Administration has taken office, funding for | 
breast cancer research, prevention and treatment has nearly doubled, frdrri 
about $276 million in FY 1993 to over $500 million in the President's f j 
1 998 budget. This includes money for breast cancer screening as well as 
the NIH-funded discovery of two breast cancer genes ~ BRCA-1 and BCRA-2 
~ which holds great promise for the development pf new prevention 
strategies. il 

Combats Violence Against Women. Millions of women throughout our nation 
are plagued by the terror of family violence. Approximately 20 percent of all 
emergency room visits by women result from domestic violence. The 
President's FY 1998 budget proposes $381 million to combat gender-based 
crime - an $123 million increase. This money funds grants to facilitate 
coordination among law enforcement officials, prosecutors, and victims 
assistance programs and to encourage mandatory arrest policies. Studies 
have shown that mandatory arrest policies often break the cycle of violence 
and reduce subsequent incidences of violence. 

Funds Full Participation in Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). WIC provides 
nutritional assistance, nutrition education and counseling, health and 
immunization referrals, and prenatal care to those who would otherwise not 
get it. WIC participation has grown by 25% over the last four years and will 
serve 7.5 million by 1998, fulfilling the President's goal of full participation. 

Prevents and Treats AIDS Through the Ryan White CARE Act. The incidence 
of AIDS has increased far more rapidly among women than men. For 
example, the incidence of AIDS among women in 1994 was 14.4 times that 
of 1985, while the incidence among men in 1994 was only 5.5 times that of 
1985. The President's budget proposes just over $1 billion for activities 
under the Ryan White CARE Act which funds grants to cities and States to 
help finance medical and support services for individuals with HIV; to 
community-based clinics for early HIV intervention services; to pediatric 
AIDS; and to HIV education and training programs. The budget also includes 
$167 million dedicated to AIDS drug assistance programs to improve access 
to protease inhibitors and other life-extending AIDS medications. 



Thank you for your l e t t e r about breast cancer. Having l o s t 
my mother t o t h i s disease, I ce r t a i n l y share your concern about 
the devastating effects that breast cancer has on m i l l i o n s 
of women and t h e i r families. 

My Administration has made a strong commitment to ending 
this terrible threat to the health of American women. Since I 
took office, we have dramatically increased funding for breast 
cancer research and established the National Action Plan on 
Breast Cancer. The Action Plan involves the federal government, 
advocacy groups, organizations of health care professionals, 
and private industry in a public-private partnership to develop 
innovative strategies to fight this disease. 

While we search for a cure and a way to prevent breast 
cancer, early detection remains our best weapon. My 
Administration has worked to ensure that mammograms are r e l i a b l e 
by implementing quality standards that require mammography 
f a c i l i t i e s t o obtain an FDA "seal of approval." The F i r s t Lady 
has joined with the Department of Health and Human Services t o 
increase the rate of mammography use among older women, and I 
have proposed eliminating the Medicare co-payment for mammograms 
so t h a t more older women w i l l be able t o af f o r d the regular 
mammograms they need. In addition, we are working to apply_ 
imaging technologies used i n the defense and intelligence f i e l d s 
to the early detection of breast cancer through our "Missiles t o 
Mammograms" i n i t i a t i v e . 

I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this v i t a l issue, and 
I urge you to stay involved in the fight against breast cancer 
for our mothers and daughters and for the generations to come. 
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year." 
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Please make the f o l l o w i n g changes: 

p-1100 SSC 
2nd t o l a s t paragraph change "For t h a t reason, Energy Secretary Hazel 
0'Leary i s reviewing..." t o "For t h a t reason the Energy Secretary i s 
reviewing..." 

p-1105 Telecommunications Act 
change f i r s t sentence of 2nd paragraph from "and I was proud t o sig n i t 
i n t o law t h i s past February." t o "and I was proud t o sign i t i n t o law l a s t 
year. " 
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•p-404 BREAST CANCER RESEARCH (RESTRICTED TO LETTERS) 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 19, 1995 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for your letter about breast cancer. Having lost my mother to this disease, 

I certainly share your concern about the devastating effects that breast cancer has on millions 
of women and their families. 

My Administration has made a strong commitment to ending this terrible threat to the health 
of American women. Since I took office, we have dramatically increased funding for breast 
cancer research and established the National Action Plan on Breast Cancer. The Action Plan 
involves the federal government, advocacy groups, organizations of health care professionals, 
and private industry in a public-private partnership to develop innovative strategies to fight this 
disease. 

While we search for a cure and a way to prevent breast cancer, early detection remains 
our best weapon. My Administration has worked to ensure that mammograms are reliable by 
implementing quality standards that require mammography facilities to obtain an FDA "seal of 
approval." The First Lady has joined with the Department of Health and Human Services to 
increase the rate of mammography use among older women, and I have proposed eliminating 
the Medicare co-payment for mammograms so that more older women will be able to afford the 
regular mammograms they need. In addition, we are working to apply imaging technologies used 
in the defense and intelligence fields to the early detection of breast cancer through our "Missiles 
to Mammograms" initiative. 

I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this vital issue, and I urge you to stay involved in the 
fight against breast cancer for our mothers and daughters and for the generations to come. 

Sincerely, 

(9/19/95) 
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p-404 BREAST CANCER RESEARCH (RESTRICTED TO LETTERS) 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 12, 1995 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for your letter about breast cancer. Having lost my mother to this disease, 

I certainly share your concern about the devastating effects that breast cancer has on millions 
of women and their families. 

My Administration has made a strong commitment to ending this terrible threat to the health 
of American women. Since I took office, we have dramatically increased funding for breast 
cancer research and established the National Action Plan on Breast Cancer. The Action Plan 
involves the federal government, advocacy groups, organizations of health care professionals, 
and private industry in a public-private partnership to develop innovative strategies to fight this 
disease. 

\^k.towaFd niidiiit; While we v ^ k towafd fiiiding a cure and a way to prevent breast cancer, early detection 
remains our best weapon. My Administration has worked to ensure that mammograms are 
reliable by implementing quality standards that require mammography facilities to obtain an 
FDA "seal of approval." The First Lady has joined with the Department of Health and Human 
Services to increase the rate of mammography use among older women, and I have proposed 
eliminating the Medicare co-payment for mammograms so that more older women will be able 
to afford the regular mammograms they need. In addition, we are working to apply imaging 
technologies used in the defense and intelligence fields to the early detection of breast cancer 
through our "Missiles to Mammograms" initiative. 

I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this vital issue, and I urge you to stay involved in the 
fight against breas*̂  ranr.er for our mothers and daughters and for the generations to come. 

Sincerely, 

(9/12/95) 



p-404 BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 31, 1995 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 
Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 0^' , ^ 

Thank you for ahariiig yourjcoHcefTO'̂ bout breast cancer. Having lost my mother to this 
disease, I certainly share your concern about the devastating effects that breast cancer has on 
millions of women and their families. 

My Administration has made a strong commitment to ending this terrible threat to the health 
of American women. Since I took office, we have dramatically increased funding for breast 
cancer research and established the National Action Plan on Breast Cancer. The Action Plan 
involves the federal government, advocacy groups, organizations of health care professionals, 
and private industry in a public-private partnership to develop innovative strategies to fight this 
disease. / 

While we work toward finding a cure-ar a way to prevent breast cancer, early detection 
remains our best weapon. My Administration has worked to ensure that mammograms are 
reliable by implementing quality standards that require mammography facilities to obtain an 
FDA "seal of approval." The First L<idy has joined with the Department of Health and Human 
Services to increase the rate of mammography use among older women, and I have proposed 
eliminating the Medicare co-payment for mammograms so that more older women will be able 
to afford the regular mammograms they need. In addition, we are working to apply imaging 
technologies used in the defense and intelligence fields to the early detection of breast cancer 
through our "Missiles to Mammograms" initiative. 

I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this vital issue, and I urge you to continue to Jake pi»̂  
in the fight against breast cancer for our mothers and daughters and for the generations to come. 

Sincerely, 

(8/31/95) 



slr/draft/breastcancer.sem 
(p-404) 

Seth Masket 
August 23, 1995 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about breast cancer. Having l o s t my 

mother t o t h i s disease, I c e r t a i n l y share your concern about the 

devast a t i n g e f f e c t s t h a t breast cancer has on m i l l i o n s of women 

and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has made a strong commitment t o ending t h i s 

t e r r i b l e t h r e a t t o the he a l t h of American women. Since I took 

o f f i c e , we have d r a m a t i c a l l y increased funding f o r breast cancer 

research and esta b l i s h e d the National Action Plan on Breast 

Cancer. The Act i o n Plan involves the f e d e r a l government, 

advocacy groups, organizations of h e a l t h care p r o f e s s i o n a l s , and 

p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y i n a p u b l i c - p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p t o develop 

i n n o v a t i v e s t r a t e g i e s t o f i g h t ba^east cance^w. i'^-'i-) • 

While we work toward^ f i n d i n g a cure or a way t o prevent breast 

cancer, e a r l y d e t e c t i o n remains -̂ ê- best weapor̂ rff©—hâ ie— My 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has worked t o ensure t h a t mammograms are r e l i a b l e 

by implementing q u a l i t y standards t h a t r e q u i r e mammography 

f a c i l i t i e s t o o b t a i n an FDA "seal of approval." The F i r s t Lady 

has j o i n e d w i t h the Department of Health and Human Services t o 

increase the r a t e of mammography use among older women, and I 

have proposed e l i m i n a t i n g the Medicare co-payment f o r mammograms 

so t h a t more older women w i l l be able t o a f f o r d the r e g u l a r 

mammograms they need. I n a d d i t i o n , we are working t o apply 



imaging technologies used i n the defense and i n t e l l i g e n c e f i e l d s 

t o the e a r l y d e t e c t i o n of breast cancer through our "Missiles t o 

Mammograms" i n i t i a t i v e . 

I appreciate hearing your thoughts on t h i s v i t a l issue, and I 

urge you t o continue t o take p a r t i n the f i g h t against breast 

cancer f o r our mothers and daughters and f o r the generations t o 

come. 



E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E O F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

23-Aug-1995 04:27pm 

TO: Se th E. Masket 

FROM: Karen R. Guss 

O f f i c e of the F i r s t Lady 

CC: Je n n i f e r L. K l e i n 

SUBJECT: D r a f t of breast cancer l e t t e r , 

Dear : 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about breast cancer. My 
mother s t r u g g l e d bravely w i t h breast cancer and e v e n t u a l l y died 
from the disease, so I c e r t a i n l y share your concern about the 
devastating e f f e c t s t h a t breast canhcer has on m i l l i o n s of women 
and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has made a strong commitment t o ending 
t h i s t e r r i b l e t h r e a t t o the h e a l t h of American women. Since I 
took o f f i c e , we have d r a m a t i c a l l y increased funding f o r breast 
cancer research and established the National A c t i o n Plan on Breast 
Cancer. The Ac t i o n Plan involves the f e d e r a l government, advocacy 
groups, organizations of he a l t h care p r o f e s s i o n a l s , and p r i v a t e 
i n d u s t r y i n a p u b l i c - p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p t o develop i n n o v a t i v e 
s t r a t e g i e s t o f i g h t breast cancer. 

While we work towards f i n d i n g a cure or a way t o prevent 
breast cancer, e a r l y d e t e c t i o n remains the best weapon we have. 
My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has worked t o ensure t h a t mammograms are 
r e l i a b l e by implementing q u a l i t y standards t h a t r e q u i r e 
mammography f a c i l i t i e s t o ob t a i n an FDA "seal of approval." The 
F i r s t Lady has j o i n e d w i t h the Department of Health and Human 
Services t o increase the r a t e of mammography use among older 
women, and I have proposed e l i m i n a t i n g the Medicare co-payment f o r 
mammograms so t h a t more older women w i l l be able t o a f f o r d the 
reg u l a r mammograms they need. I n a d d i t i o n , we are working t o 
apply imaging technologies used i n the defense and i n t e l l i g e n c e 
f i e l d s t o the e a r l y d e t e c t i o n of breast cancer through our 
"Missies t o Mammograms" i n i t i a t i v e . 

[ E x i s t i n g l a s t paragraph here.] 
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p - 4 0 4 B REAST CANC£R • Rn; S SARCH 

T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WASHINGTON ' 

October 11, 1994 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Ti t l e 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
. • • . , i 

Thank you for writing to me about breast cancer. I share 
your concern for the devastating effects that breast cancer has 
on millions of women and their families each year. 

Breast cancer now accounts for nearly one-third of a l l cancers 
diagnosed in women, so prevention research must play a more important 
role in I our strategy to eliminate this disease. Some risk s can be 
avoided; and researchers hbpe that others can be minimized. As you 
may know,, the National Institutes of Health, through i t s component 
institutes, including the National Cancer Institute, has launched 
important studies to assess the extent to which changes in dietary 
habits can arrest the development Of this and other diseases. 

Although we s t i l l have much to learn, one message i s clear: 
Women should work with their health care providers to detect the 
signs of breast cancer as early as possible. Too often women are 
aware of the dangers of this disease but are discouraged from 
obtainirig a diagnostic test because their insxirance policies do not 
coyer this service. We must continue to fight for health care reform 
so that every woman in Anericjei can receive guaranteed health care 
coverage that can never be teiken away. 

i. • . ' • ' 
I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this v i t a l issue, and I 

urge you to continue to take part in the fight against breast cancer 
for our Imothers and daughters and for the generations to come. 

Sincerely, 

(10/11/94) 



p-404 BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

October 5, 1994 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Tit l e 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for writing to me about breast cancer. I share your 

concern for the devastating effects that breast pancer has on 
millions of women and their families each year. 

Breast cancer now accounts for nearly one-lihird of a l l cancers 
diagnosed in women, so prevention research must/play a more important 
role in our strategy to eliminate this disease.j^Some risks can be 
avoided, and researchers hope that others can be minimized. As you 
may know, the National Institutes of Health, through i t s component 
institutes, including the National Cancer Institute, has launched 
important studies to assess the extent to which changes in dietary 
habits can arrest the development of this and other diseases. 

Although we s t i l l have much to learn, one message i s clear: 
Women should work with their health care providers to detect the 
signs of breast cancer as early as possible. Too often women are 
ware of the dangers of this disease but are discouraged from 

obtaining a diagnostic test because their insurance policies do not 
cover this service. We must continue to fight for health care reform 
so that every woman in America can receive guaranteed health wuit C0 ' ̂  
coverage that can never be taken away. -̂-''/".̂  

I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this v i t a l issue, and I 
urge you to continue to take part in the fight against breast cancer 
for our mothers and daughters and for the generations to come. 

Sincerely, 

(10-5-94) 



yvrW>^ 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about breast cancer. I share 
your concern f o r the devastating e f f e c t s tha t breast cancer has 
on m i l l i o n s of women and t h e i r f ami l i e s each year. Jndrenaiiigly", 
r-^^ '^ i hntit lr l^hliy l i l i i i l iiT 1 1 To t^hi r n t rn ing i l l n n n j jnt-, 
u n t i l no%»7 they have'-consi-stently lemulneJ ueai' the bofetoa of tho> 
•mffld i 1 roootti'eh agenda-t— 

Breast cancer now accounts for nearly one-third of a l l 
cancers diagnosed in women, so prevention research must play a 
more important role in our strategy to eliminate this disease. 
Some risks can be avoided, and researchers hope that others can 
be minimized. As you. may know, the National Institutes of 
Health, through i t s component institutes, including the National 
Cancer Institute, has launched important studies to assess the 
extent to which changes in dietary habits can arrest the 
development of this and other diseases. 

Although we s t i l l have much to learn, one message i s clear: 
Women should work with their health care providers to detect the 
sighs of breast cancer as early as possible. Too often women are 
aware of the dangers of this disease but are discouraged from 

_Qbtaining__a_jiiagnostic test because_^their insurance policies do 
not cover t^^s ^^^r-^c^e.~^"yj^Qti^I^ ^aprehon^ 

[••l ininnl bTcinnti imrnmri. mhrnmrigrnrnT. nnd Pnp emaagBi 
•covered» For womon 50 or o3:dejr7--wĥ -a!LU luubL at riok; thisa. 
•segvice w i l l bo aboolutoly frooi My pEopoaal—also—coRtains 

take fespoaoibility for Jjoing—part of -tha—isoJrU-Llon. Wu luuê b*.. 
ombraoo thio-now-dirootion'with oourago and •Goâ>c«firi nn_i n nrdar^ 
to pgovidp-a-1-1 Aaaricana with tho eocurity thay nood gad Juaegve-.—»-
I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this v i t a l issue, and I 
urge you to continue to take part in the fight against breast 
cancer for our mothers and daughters and for the generatioris to 
come. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 
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WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1994 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 
Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 

Some risks can be avoided, and ^ ^ ^ X throuKs com^^^^^ instiuites, including the Nauonal 

are aware of the dangers of ^ lu^O'^f .^^' '^fXS That is why the comprehensive benefits 
because their insurance poUcies do not <=0X" ™f„^'^overaee to aU women. A wide range of 
^kage in my health care f?f»™ S L ^ S S f S m o g ^ ""0 ̂  -
preventive services - ^ ^ ' ^ f . ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ o ^ h r ^ ^ o i wiU be absolutely free. My 

For health care reform to succeed - ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ r . r S ^ ^ S ^ ' ^ T ^ ^ J ^ ^ o L . 
part of the solution. We must t ' " ' ' " « H h e ^ n ^ d dSn-e^ I mrtcale hearing your 
I provide aU Americans wiUi the ^ ^ y . ^ ^ u ' ^ r S W i« fis"' breast 
thoughts on this v,U^ issue and I u^^J""^Tnerations to'come. S r o r m Z e . : S Z ^ ^ ^ ' ^ for i e generations to come 

Sincerely, 

( 0 5 / 2 0 / 9 4 ) 
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p-404 FUNDING FOR BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1994 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about breast cancer. I share your 

concern f o r the devastating e f f e c t s t h a t breast cancer has on 
m i l l i o n s of women and t h e i r f a m i l i e s each year. I n c r e a s i n g l y , women 
must b a t t l e t h i s k i n d of l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i l l n e s s , y e t , u n t i l now, 
they have c o n s i s t e n t l y remained near the bottom of the medical 
research agenda. 

Breast cancer now accounts f o r nearly o n e - t h i r d of a l l cancers 
diagnosed i n women, so prevention research must play a more important 
r o l e i n our s t r a t e g y t o e l i m i n a t e t h i s disease. Some r i s k s can be 
avoided, and researchers hope t h a t others can be minimized. As you 
may know, the National I n s t i t u t e s of Health, through i t s component 
i n s t i t u t e s , i n c l u d i n g the National Cancer I n s t i t u t e , has launched 
important studies t o assess the extent t o which changes i n d i e t a r y 
h a b i t s can a r r e s t the development of t h i s and other diseases. 

Although we s t i l l have much t o le a r n , one message i s c l e a r : 
Women should work w i t h t h e i r h e a l t h care providers t o detect the 
signs of breast cancer as e a r l y as possible. Too o f t e n women are 
aware of the dangers of t h i s disease but are discouraged from 
o b t a i n i n g a d i a g n o s t i c t e s t because t h e i r insurance p o l i c e s do not 
cover t h i s s e r v i c e . That i s why the comprehensive b e n e f i t s package 
i n my h e a l t h care reform proposal guarantees coverage t o a l l women. 
A wide range of preventive services — i n c l u d i n g c l i n i c a l breast 
exams, mammograms, and Pap smears — would be covered. For women 50 
or o l d e r , who are most a t r i s k , t h i s service w i l l be a b s o l u t e l y f r e e . 
My proposal also contains s i g n i f i c a n t increases i n support f o r breast 
cancer research. 

For h e a l t h care reform t o succeed and endure, everyone must take 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r being p a r t of the s o l u t i o n . We must embrace t h i s 
new d i r e c t i o n w i t h courage and compassion i n order t o provide a l l 
Americans w i t h the s e c u r i t y they need and deserve. I appreciate 
hearing your thoughts on t h i s v i t a l issue, and I urge you t o continue 
t o take p a r t i n the f i g h t against breast cancer f o r our mothers and 
daughters and f o r the generations t o come. 

(5-18-94) 
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Sincerely, 

(5-18-94) 



p-404 FUNDING FOR BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

A p r i l 12, 1994 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about breast cancer. yJshare your 

concern f o r the devastating e f f e c t s t h a t breast cancer.^an htiy^ on 
m i l l i o n s of women and t h e i r f a m i l i e s each year. I n c r e a s i n g l y , women 
must b a t t l e t h i s k i n d of l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i l l n e s s , yet-Nthey have 
c o n s i s t e n t l y remained near the bottom of the medical research agenda/;-) 

Breast cancer now accounts f o r nearly o n e - t h i r d of a l l cancers 
diagnosed i n women, so prevention research must play a more important 
r o l e i n our s t r a t e g y t o e l i m i n a t e t h i s disease. Some r i s k s can be 
avoided, and researchers hope t h a t others can be minimized. As you 
may know, the Nat i o n a l I n s t i t u t e s of Health, through iytscomponent 
i n s t i t u t e s , i n c l u d i n g the National Cancer I n s t i t u t e , j j S v ^ launched 
important s t u d i e s t o assess the extent t o which changes i n d i e t a r y 
h a b i t s can a r r e s t the development of t h i s and other diseases. 

Although we s t i l l have mutSlf to''learn, one message i s c l e a r : 
Women should work w i t h t h e i r / n e a l t h care providers t o detect the 
signs of breast cancer as e a r l y as possible. Too o f t e n women are 
aware of the dangers of tty i s disease but are discouraged from 
o b t a i n i n g a d i a g n o s t i c t e s t because t h e i r insurance p o l i c e s do not 
cover t h i s s e r v i c e . T h a t / i s why the comprehensive b e n e f i t s package 
i n my h e a l t h care reform^^^iarr guarantees coverage t o a l l women. A 
wide range of preventive services — i n c l u d i n g c l i n i c a l breast exams, 
mammograms, and Pap smears — would be covered. For women 50 or 
olde r , who are most a t r i s k , t h i s s e r vice w i l l be a b s o l u t e l y f r e e . 
1̂ £̂T5postTTg n e w - r c Q c a ^ h a i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t focus on proverrbit^ 
jj=ln&&ae3, jgyy/̂ T̂a« cow^ains s i g n i f i c a n t increases i n support f o r 
breast cancer research./^ For h e a l t h care reform t o succeed and 
endure, everyone must take r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r being p a r t of the 
s o l u t i o n . We must embrace t h i s new d i r e c t i o n w i t h courage and 
compassion i n order t o provide a l l Americans w i t h the s e c u r i t y they 
need and deserve. I appreciate hearing your thoughts on t h i s v i t a l 
issue, and I urge you t o continue t o take p a r t i n i f i g h t against 
breast cancer f o r our mothers and daughters and f 9 r the generations 
t o come. i 
(4-12-94) 
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Sincerely, 

(4-12-94) 



p-404 FUNDING FOR BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 14, 1994 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about breast cancer. I share your 

concern f o r the devastating e f f e c t s t h a t breast cancer can have on 
m i l l i o n s of women and t h e i r f a m i l i e s each year. I n c r e a s i n g l y , women 
must b a t t l e t h i s k i n d of l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i l l n e s s , yet they have 
c o n s i s t e n t l y remained near the bottom of the medical research agenda 
u n t i l now. ^ 

Breast c a n c e r ^ a c c o ^ t s f o r / n e ^ r ^ g i ^ e - t h i r d of a l l cancers 
diagnosed i n women, AmLJ&hQ r o i o g n i t i B n of t h i o f r i g h t o n i u y f a c t - l K 
ttnahl i ng prevention r e s e ^ c h j J ^ ^ a y t ^ a more important r o l e i n our 
st r a t e g y t o e l i m i n a t e some r i s k s can be avoided, and researchers 
hope t h a t others can be minimized. As you may know, the National 
I n s t i t u t e s of Health, through i t s component i n s t i t u t e s , i n c l u d i n g the 
N a t i o n a l Cancer I n s t i t u t e , have launched important s t u d i e s t o assess 
the extent t o which changes i n d i e t a r y h a b i t s can a r r e s t the 
development of t h i s and other diseases. 

Although we s t i l l have much t o l e a r n , one message i s c l e a r : 
women should work w i t h t h e i r h e a l t h care p r o v i d e r s t o detect the 
^ i g n s of breast cancer as e a r l y as possib l e . Too o f t e n women are 
aware of the dangers of t h i s disease but are discouraged from 
o b t a i n i n g a d i a g n o s t i c t e s t because t h e i r insurance p o l i c e s do not 
cover t h i s s e r v i c e . That i s why the comprehensive b e n e f i t s package 
i n my h e a l t h care reform plan guarantees coverage t o a l l women. A 
wide range of preventive services — i n c l u d i n g c l i n i c a l breast exams, 
mammograms, and Pap smears — would be covered. For women 50 or 
olde r , who are most a t r i s k , t h i s service w i l l be a b s o l u t e l y f r e e . 
Proposing new research i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t focus on preventing ̂ l e . 

I i l l n e s s e s ^ t h a t af feeL'"4:KyE>" many'wuiiiun i n uuji' ooo-irgfey-, my plan contains 
s i g n i f i c a n t increases i n support f o r breast cancer research. For 
he a l t h care reform t o succeed and endure, everyone must take 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r being p a r t of the s o l u t i o n . We must embrace t h i s 
new d i r e c t i o n w i t h courage and compassion?vproviding a l l Americans 
w i t h the s e c u r i t y they need and deserve, t appreciate hearing your 
thoughts on t h i s v i t a l issue, and I urge won t o continue t o take p a r t 
i n f i g h t against breast cancer f o r our members and daughters and f o r 

m orttAr T" (03/14/94) 
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the generations to come. 

Sincerely, 

(03/14/94) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 23, 1994 

Doe Mr. John M. 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 
Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 

Thank you f o r / w r i t i n g t o me about h reas t cancer 
concern "HSSOTIF t h e / e f f e c t sylSr east cancer ^S ŝ- on m i l 
t h e i r f a ' f n i l i e s each year . Women' are ancreasir igly^ • 
l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i l l n e s i ^ y e t they ^tayo feycjiWrl^ty^' 
medical research agenda. UicKl K*O . 

I share your 

bottom of the 

/ 

Breast cancer iro among tho moot ocrious diaease^ 
nearly o n e - t h i r d of a ^ l cancers d^^gnosed i n womenjj' 

acc 

prevention rgsearch i s - playtng- aK L-nat 
^'--^^^a .tihio s t r a t e g y t o dicoaso. 

important r o l e i n our 
Some r i s k s can be avoided, and 

researchers hope t h a t others can be minimized. As you may know, the 
National I n s t i t u t e s of Health, through (ItS^ component i n s t i t u t e s ^A/-
-f-npaf?i Pil 1y f h r N a t i o n a l Cancer Institute^haVf(»,launched importcint 
studies t o assess the extent t o which changes i n d i e t a r y h a b i t s can 
fiKovont the development of t h i s (Aicoaco and other oancersA. <3Use<»_sfis>. 

Although we s t i l l have much t o l e a r n , one important message •muot 
-ji'cach HvyiyuilBt-y»̂ omen should work w i t h thej^r h e a l t h c a r e ^ r o v i d e r s t o 

ij^ signs of breast cancer '?feo1f&'aô iir»̂ l£m l e r t ^ " ^ M i y \ detectj^ signs of breast cancer •qooTo'So^ j^rj'-Ebo -late*, '"^ahy Vomen "today 
are aware of the dangers of this disease fent,are discouraged from 
obtaining a diagnostic test because their insurance polices do not 
cover this service. That is why the comprehensive benefits package 
in my health care reform plan guarantees coverage to all womerv. 
xcgard-lGaa of health sLctLiK»,—iiurrL-ul stntiie-;—employ metyfe. s tat LIB-?—ev—* 

i ty..^'" p^y A wide range of preventive services ̂ j^-^^ncluding 
c l i n i c a l breast exams, mammograms, and Pap smears — - w i l l be covered. 
For women 50 or o l d e r , who are most a t rfl.sk, t h i s s e r vice w i l l be 
ab s o l u t e l y free,aa .part of the yrevghtl^fs—&ei.vi(j^b yaukdytfT-

y h o a l t h enro. refei'm-plan w i M dlij^U- & new research 
nt'T^Qto on *i*e- prevent 
a .*l'arq& 

i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t 
i l l n e s s e s t h a t a f f e c t dVlorgb numbca? 
wo -provide- s i g n i f i c a n t increases i n 
j&tHjviLta' baaio SbiUUiiLy L'U-~Q11 Americans and ffajgfjf 
t h a t muax btj-doBP-j:.n f i n d a CUT̂ JH / / / / 

t h a t 

(02/23/94) 
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^Etee=-HeajFteh-OccurLty Act-addrocDoa womon'c hoa^^fel^^ijPoga-oucl-y=a«d' 
•edmpreherrslVely-r- For'-*l*ia reform to succeed and endure, everyone 
must take r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for being parjh.of^gi^solut iaQ. Wo must, 
embrace t h i s new d irec t ion with courage^cmStprc^id^evee^y Americanr 
with the health' secur i ty ^hev njeed and deserve. I appreciate hearing 
your thoughts on t h i s v i tar?sy*e ' , ' 'and I urge you to continue to -̂fatep<uj-
f ight for guarantGcd,—cynprehejiGivo befmliLL. ii4f tho monthtj—alitjadT'. 

<^Kt\Xr \r\SLeS.r dAU.o»A O^yv ijwS rtJ^^U^S tUutikyCA J?<r» 4i<i c^r\A4.eLUif>^ it Ojtut. 
Sincerely, ^ 

(02/23/94) 



p-404 FUNDING FOR BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

THE W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 19, 1994 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about breast cancerJ I share your 

concern about the e f f e c t s breast cancer has on m i l l i o n s of women and 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s each year. Women are i n c r e a s i n g l y thje v i c t i m s of 
l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i l l n e s s , yet they have been near tqe bottom of the 
medical research agenda. 

Breast cancer i s among the most serious diseas 
ne a r l y o n e - t h i r d of a l l cancers diagnosed i n women, 
prevention research i s p l a y i n g an i n c r e a s i n g l y i 
s t r a t e g y t o overcome t h i s disease. Some r i s k s can 
researchers hope t h a t others can be minimized. As 
National I n s t i t u t e s of Health, through i t s componenjt 
e s p e c i a l l y the National Cancer I n s t i t u t e -- has 
studies t o assess the extent t o which changes i n d i 
prevent the development of t h i s disease and other 

s, accounting f o r 
Breast cancer 

mpoirtant r o l e i n our 
oe avoided, and 
/ou may know, the 

i n s t i t u t e s --
launched important 

t a r y h a b i t s can 
ers. c ance 

Although we s t i l l have much t o l e a r n , one impotrtant message must 
reach everyone: Women should work w i t h t h e i r h e a l t h care providers t o 
detect signs of breast cancer before i t ' s too late.-Many women today 
are aware of the dangers of t h i s disease but are discouraged from 
o b t a i n i n g a d i a g n o s t i c t e s t because t h e i r insurance p o l i c e s do not 
cover t h i s s e r v i c e . That i s why the comprehensive b e n e f i t s package 
i n my h e a l t h care reform plan guarantees coverage t o a l l women 
regardless of h e a l t h s t a t u s , m a r i t a l s t a t u s , employment s t a t u s , or 
a b i l i t y t o pay. A wide range of preventive services -- i n c l u d i n g 
c l i n i c a l breast exams, mammograms, and Pap smears -- w i l l be covered. 
For women 50 or older, who are most at r i s k , t h i s service w i l l be 
a b s o l u t e l y f r e e as p a r t of the rnmprnhrnniivr b n n n f i t n package. 

My h e a l t h care reform plan w i l l also include new research 
i n i t i a t i v e s t h a t concentrate on the prevention of many other 
i l l n e s s e s t h a t a f f e c t a l a r g e number of women. I have proposed t h a t 
we provide s i g n i f i c a n t increases i n medical research, f o r we cannot 
provide basic s e c u r i t y t o a l l Americans and f o r g e t about the research 
t h a t must be done t o f i n d a cure. 

(,1 -19-94) 
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The Health Security Act addresses women's health seriously and 
comprehensively. For t h i s reform to succeed and endure, everyone 
must take r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r being part of the solution. We must 
embrace t h i s new d i r e c t i o n with courage and provide every American 
with the health security they need and deserve. I appreciate hearing 
your thoughts on t h i s v i t a l issue, and I urge you to continue to 
f i g h t f o r guaranteed, comprehensive benefits i n the months ahead. 

Sincerely, 

(.1-19-94) 



Monica Mullens 
P-404 
Breast Cancer 
12/13/93 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about tfee^reast cance^ epidemic.-^ 

I share your concern about the effects breast cancer has on 

mi l l i o n s of women and t h e i r families each year. Women are 

increasingly the victims of li f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i l l n e s s , yet they 

have been near the bottom of the medical research agenda. 

Breast cancer i s among the most serious diseases, accounting f o r 

nearly one-third of a l l cancers diagnosed i n women. Breast 

cancer prevention research i s playing an increasingly important 

ro l e i n our strategy t o overcome t h i s disease. Some r i s k s can be 

avoided, and researchers hope that others can be minimized. 

As you may know, the National I n s t i t u t e s of Health, through i t s 

component i n s t i t u t e s — especially the National Cancer I n s t i t u t e 

— has launched important studies t o assess the extent t o which 

changes i n dietary habits can prevent the development of t h i s 

disease and other cancers,, and--cond-itions-re-I-ated—to-d-iet^ 

Although we s t i l l have much t o learn, one important message must 

reach everyone:, women should work with t h e i r health care 

providers t o detect signs of breast cancer before i t ' s too l a t e . 

Many women today are aware of the dangers of t h i s disease but 

are discouraged from obtaining a diagnostic t e s t because t h e i r 

insurance polices do not cover t h i s service. That i s why the 

comprehensive benefits package i n my health care reform plan 



guarantees coverage to a l l women ̂ whether you're hoalthy or sick/' 

married or unmarried,—employed or unempluyed, liuli or^-poor. A 

wide range of preventive services — including c l i n i c a l breast 

exams, mammograms, and Pap smears — w i l l be covered. For women 

50 or older, who are most at risk, this service w i l l be 

absolutely free as part of the comprehensive benefitsjift-my-

My health care reform plan w i l l also include new research 

in i t i a t i v e s that concentrate on the prevention of many other 

illnesses that affect,^ large number^of women. Tĥ r-cittn±cai 

pr^ventij^e—seiwixres~package—in 

The Health Security Act addresses women's health seriously and 

comprehensively. For this reform to succeed and endure, everyone 

must take responsibility for being part of the solution. We must 

embrace this new direction with courage and provide every 

American with the health security they need and deserve. I 

appreciate hearing your thoughts on this v i t a l issue, and I urge 

you to continue to fight for guaranteed, comprehensive benefits 

in the months ahead. 

(AH) 



Monica Mullens * yiX" 
P-404 ^ 
Breast Cancer 
12/13/93 n J\n\> 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g t o me about the breast cancer epidemic. 

I share your concern about the effects breast cancer has on 

mi l l i o n s of women and t h e i r families each year. Women are 

increasingly the victims of l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i l l n e s s ^ y®t̂ | ht^ve 

been near the bottom of the medical research agenda. 

Breast cancer i s among the most serious diseases, accounting f o r 

nearly one-third of a l l cancers diagnosed i n women. Breast 

cancer prevention research i s playing an increasingly important 

ro l e i n our strategy t o overcome t h i s disease. Some r i s k s can be 

avoided, and researchers hope that others can be minimized. 

As you may know, the National I n s t i t u t e s of Health, through i t s 

component i n s t i t u t e s — especially the National Cancer I n s t i t u t e 

— has launched important studies t o assess the extent t o which 

changes i n dietary habits can prevent the development of t h i s 

disease and other cancers and conditions related t o d i e t . 

Although we s t i l l have much to learn, one important message must 

reach everyone: women should form—eT^peirtneiship with t h e i r health 

care providers fer-^fehe early ̂ deta^4^>-=ef breast cancer^ Many 

women today are aware of the dangers of t h i s disease but 

are discouraged from obtaining a diagnostic t e s t because t h e i r 

insurance polices do not cover t h i s service. That i s why the 

comprehensive benefits package i n my health care reform plan 



guarantees coverage to a l l women, gegardleos of health>^status-, 

mar^tral:- status, e»ploy»e^rer-Btatus,vor--8tbil:±ty to-pay. -A—seheduie^ 

of—dlagnoairtg'-^gslrsh-^nd^pge^eflfel^Zers — including 

c l i n i c a l breast exams, mammograms, and Pap smears — w i l l be 

covered. For women 50 or older, who are most at r i s k , t h i s 

service w i l l be absolutely free as part of the preventive 0=>'^ '̂̂ ^•'''̂ ^^•^ 

services i n my proposal. ^̂^̂ -̂ ^̂ -̂ "̂  

My health care reform plan w i l l also include new research 

i n i t i a t i v e s that concentrate on the prevention of many other 

illnesses that a f f e c t a large number of women. The c l i n i c a l 

preventive services package i n my plan w i l l be supported by 

s i g n i f i c a n t increases i n if»̂ esteaftefî s-<4m breast cancer research. 

The Health Security Act addresses women's health c^^&-seriously 

and comprehensively. For t h i s reform t o succeed and endure, 

everyone must take r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r being part of the solution. 

We must embrace t h i s new d i r e c t i o n with courage and provide every 

American with the health security they need and deserve. I 

appreciate hearing your thoughts on t h i s v i t a l issue, and I hopo 

I I—can count of your supportt î ĈiLX 

!\'^'^js^l>^s.^^if^ l^t '^"^ 



PNON.CANCER 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 
luj tii^i'^i 

Dear ''C: 

Thank you f o r 1 sl''"';g^ yiaw>-^ I I I ! 

)f breast cancer. 

I am committed to f i g h t i n g a i l l forms of cancer 
through research and ̂ S^DSBpt public education. The 
appropriation f o r the National /Institutes of Health 
for f i s c a l 1994 includes increased funding t o the 
National Cancer I n s t i t u t e , r a i s i n g the level by $164 
m i l l i o n t o a t o t a l of $2.14 b i l l i o n . This 8 percent 
increase i n funding f o r cancer research i s s i g n i f i ­
cantly higher than the overall increase i n funding 
f o r the National I n s t i t u t ^ ^ of Health, which i s 
3.3 percent. 

Much progress has/already been made i n 
combatting cancer, but there i s s t i l l much to be 
learned about the disease. I hope you w i l l stay 
involved as we renew our commitment to improving 
prevention and to/rinding a cure. 

Sincerely, 

BC/MHM/EV̂ C 
(pnon.cancer) 

(Corres. #"C) 

(10/18/93) 



PNON.CANCER 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Dear ̂ C: 

Thank you for writing. I share your concerns 
about the need to expand research of breast cancer. 

I am committed to fighting a l l forms of cancer 
through research and through public education. The 
appropriation for the National Institutes of Health 
for f i s c a l 1994 includes increased funding to the 
National Cancer Institute, raising the level by $164 
million to a total of $2.14 bil l i o n . This 8 percent 
increase in funding for cancer research i s s i g n i f i ­
cantly higher than the overall increase in funding 
for the National Institutes of Health, which i s 
3.3 percent. 

Much progress has already been made in 
combatting cancer, but there i s s t i l l much to be 
learned about the disease. I hope you w i l l stay 
involved as we renew our commitment to improving 
prevention and to finding a cure. 

Sincerely, 

BC/MHM/EV-C (Corres. #"C) 
(pnon.cancer) 

(10/18/93) 



ilea /MU] 
in —' e a t 

Monica/Mullens 
pnon -' cancer .-^research-
info source: OMB Health Department 
9/16/93 

Thank you for your views Regarding broact canoGg gcacaroh. I 
share your concerns about'-fui thortng research of -tefeis -deadly 
dirooaoor 4S<*4y7^ C^^^^' 

I am committed to fighting all forms of cancer through research 
and through public education^ on how to dptflrt nnd provcnt the 
diGoaco-;' The appropriation for the National Insitutes of Health 
for pi 1994 includes increased funding to the National Cancer 
Institute, raising the level by $164 million to a total of $2.14 
billion. This 8% increase in funding for cancer research is^^tfur^tt^ 
comparod to an overall increase in funding for the National / 
Institutes of HeAlth^ o#-^-.^4« TJ 7.^ fe^ct^. ^S'^'i-u^-t^ ir^k 

Sign'^r^^droarrt progress has already been made in combatting cancer, 
but there is still much to be learned about the disease. ^#ieasfi. 
stay involved as we renew our commitment to improving preivention 
and to finding a cure. . 

OCT 2 9 1993 
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