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DEPARTMENT OF THP TREASURY 
WAVHINOTON 

TALKING POINTS ON 
TREASURY'S RECLASSinCATION OF 

THE $TR1KER-12/STREE1 SWEEPER AND THE USAS-12 

On February 28, 1994, Secretary Bentsen issued a ruling which 
effectively limits the availability of x̂ ô deadly assault weapons -- the 
Striker-12/Streetsweeper and the US AS-12. The ruling reclassified these 
dangerous weapons as "destructive devices," effective March 1, 1994. 

The Streetsweeper was created in South Africa for "crowd control.' It 
looks like something Al Capone carried - a big shotgun with a large. 
round barrel in the middle for lots of aiumuiiiLion. Its aim isn't remotely 
accurate, but it doesn't need to be, because it sprays shotgun shells all 
over the place - twelve rounds in less than three seconds, according to 
its advertlsemeni. 

It is interesiLing to note that foUowing last week's tragic shooting of the 
Hasidic Jewish students, through a search wanant, pohce found a My-
loaded Streetsweeper among one suspect's Firearms collection. The 
weapon was traced to a gun dealer who Is also a defendant in an AtF 
investigation in Washhigton state, The Washington suspect was allegedly 
selling firearms and silencers illegally. He has since gone out of 
busbess, and ATF is attempting to locate him to obtain records 
pertaining the Streetsweeper found, in New York. It has not yet been 
deUirmined what weapon was used in the actual shooting. 

The "destructive devices" ruhng means thai these weapons are now-
subject to the same regulation, taxation and controls as machine guns. 
Gun dealers who want to carry them will have to pay a number of v&cy 
high fees and taxes, as will manufacturers and purchasers. All of these 
weapons will now have to be registered. Each time a registered weapon 
changes hands, a very thorough background check of the purchaser will 
be conducted and s/he will have to pay a $200 transfer tax. 

We must recognize that this is not an outright ban. We continue to be 
very supportive of the assault weapons ban. But this is a modest step -
something we could do immediately without waiting for Congress to act. 
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G U N C R A C K D O W N J M O N T H S L A T « 

Guns b̂anned 3 times over 
\ , 

readily available 
Supporters said an assault weapons ban approved by 
Congress last year would make the nation safer. 

Critics called ̂ îneffective window-dressing. 
A new fight is expectexi this summer when repeal efforts start. 

By Robert Davis 
USA TODAY 

YDNKERS, N.Y. - Paul Gemma 
to smiling behind his table of wares 
at the Great Yonkers Gun and Knife 
Show. Although not a licensed gun 
dealer, Gemma has just swapped an 
AR-15 semiautomatic rifle, which 
Congress banned last year, for tlOO 
and a SPAS-12 shotgun, which was 
Danned three times over" by presi­
dents Clinton, Bush and Reagan. 

There was no paperwork, no ques-
tkXB asked, and it was all legal. 

Seven months after Qinton signed 
a law banning the manufacture of 
dozens of assault weapons, tbe mill-
liiy<style pistols and rifles it targeted 
•re not only legally sold, they're easi­
er to buy than handguns. 

In a White House celebration Sept 
13, the president boasted that the 
new law would Ibally ban these as-
Mult weapons from our ftnets." A 
month later, Frandsco Duraa 26, 

• îrayed the White House wtth a Chi-
aese SKS rifle nearly identical to oae 
die government banned In IMS. 

Duran, who was convicted of try­
ing to kill Clinton, made tbe rifle llle-
pl by attaching a stock, or butl end, 
that {bids up, a pistol grip and a 30-
round magazine. 

nrs called an assault weapons 
ban, so people think a ban means 
they disappear overnight," oiys Josh 
Sugarmann of tbe Violence Policy 
Center, a gun<ontrol advocate. 
"This was the best that we could 
achieve poUticaUy at tbe time." 

News reports usually mention tbe 
flrst part of the ban: "It shall be un­
lawful for a person to manufkmre, 
transfer or possess a semiautomatic 
assault weapon." But they often ig­
nore the second part "ParBgraph 
one shall not apply to the possesion 
or transfer of any semiautomatic as­
sault weapon otherwise lawfully pos­
sessed under federal law on the date 
of the enactment of this subsection." 

Tiiat was the case In Yonkeis, 
where guns that were manufactured 
before the ban went into effect were 
traded easily and legally. 

The law does nothing to halt the 
•kle or possession of as many as 2 
million assault guns already on the 
Mreets, in homes and in gun stores 
nationwide. And because tt targeted 
0ms wtth spedflc accessories such 
•sthreaded barrelsforiUencer? or 
dips fbr bayonets, manufacturers 
quidtly changed tiieir gun dedgns— 
but not their irepower — and con-
ttnued selling them i ^ y . 

- Now, many in CoogroB want tore-

rsl tbe ban altogetber, arguing that 
does nothing to deter crime or 

ciiminali "Our Ibcus will be OD pun-
iriiing criminals, not limiting the 
freedom of iawabiding Americans," 
•yi Senate Majority Leader Bob 
Dole, R-Kan., who proniaes to lead 
the repeal effort thb summer. 

Sea Dianne Feinstein, DCallf 
promises to "launch the mother <tf 
aD llibusten" to save the baa And 
Olntoo promises to veto any repeal 

Both Mdes in the 9m debate ayee 
that, Mstnrtrally, aaauh weapon 

bans have had little to do with keep-
, ing the military-style guns out of the 
'hands of criminals. Because Presi­
dent Reagan banned machine guns 
in 1986, "most people think you cant 
buy machine guns in this country le­
gally," says Sugarmann. "You caa 

; There are about a quarter million of 
them out there." 

, President Bush banned the import 
of the SKS rifle used 1̂  Duran in 
1989. But the Chinese manufacturers 
changed the design and within two 
years an additional 112,000 of the 
1200 guns had been imported. 

Most pin manufacturers wont 
talk publicly about business. But 
Wayne Daniel of SWD Inc. which 
makes several guns that have been 
banned, boasts about how he cootin-
ues making at least one, the MAC-ll 
pistol, legally. He removed barrel 
threads that allowed the gun to ac­
cept a silencer, and changed the 
mapzine so tt holds the required 10 
rounds or less. The assault gun ban 

has no teeth," says Daniel 
in tacC manuiacturers look ad­

vantage of the 19 days between the 
time the bill was passed by Cangress 
and slgped by Clinton to crank out 
thousands of extra guns and higb-ca-
padty magazines that they could 
idl legally and at higher prices, af­
ter Clinton siffied the law. 

In hind̂ right, it would have been 
better to move Ihr more quickly to 
tin the bill taster," aiys Sugarmana 
^be pu industry to willing to take 



New design for banned rifle 
manufacture of several 

mHrta -̂styte assault weapons equipped for flash s u p p ^ l 
'»yo"etsa"d other devices. Manufacturer are^ 

g«^ngaround the ban by changing their designs 0 ^ 

CoftAR-ISSporterrtfle Flashstcpressorl 
rerrxiveo. 

By am Vvtcura. USA TODAY 

advantage of these windows." 
While manufacturers were busy 

oalung guns, news reports that the 
supply would soon be gone fueled 
record sales. "The media scared ev­
erybody into buying something they 

wouldnt want to buy otherwise" 
ays Bob Stager of RSR Wholesale 
Guns in Winter Park, Fla. 

As the headlines subsided, so did 
the sales, and dealers now have to 
cope with the slowdown. But busi­
ness continues to boom at thousands 
of gun shows held each year. 

Here in die convention hall at 
Yonkers Raceway, most types of 
banned guns are laid out on tables. 

«ys Gem-
n»- It s all banned stuff. Most shows 
you have more antique guns" 

Potential customers range from 
reflred military shooters, looking for 
classic military rifles, to g r ^ of 
<tafl8CTOufrJooklng young rnen. 

Some of the meanest-looldng peo-

A law passed last year bans the 
"•nuwaure ot 19 petite waap-

Md any aemiauttHnaUc Se 
with a detochaUe mnziae mnS 
at least t«« of the Mlowiac 
_fWdlng «ock. iw«rtjdlng phtol 
OT>. hayonet mount, 1 ^ m-
prasor or threaded ban«l Ibr 
'Vj^tmr. reaade lanncfaer. 

Hie law also bans aemlButD-

aatic pirtols with detachable 
^I^Eiaes and it leas two of tbe 

2S*-2*̂ '"«̂ »*̂ *«Sde 
•^P^K threadad barrei that ac-
;«gtt«barrtiqttepder. laA aiq>-

«lhe hum that 
vmm tbe Aeater to hold the 
•fM.wllh.lher""" 

pie at 0in shows often pull out 
taj^ identifying themselves as 
]IZ t-?M°i*- spokesman Jack Killorin says they sometimes 
attend gun shows to watch for illettl 
aatê  Nobody is arnsted here. 

WhUe critics question its effective-
ness, KlUorin says, the nationwide 
pmoackdown - ranging frtm the 
•sault weapons ban to the Brady 
law, requiring a background check 
and a watting period before a haod-
ffin can be sold - aUows the ATF to locus more oo the black narket 

I f we can dose down the accen 
It tbe oelgbborhood gun store then 
we an drive these people into the 
htock market and we can do some-
thtag about that." says Wlloria 

But ATF can do llttie to affea the 
ovwall wppjy or demand for 

James Gipa, 3X a music euineer 
who bought aa aasault rifle Just he-
lore the ban was steied last VMT 
<loeaat mind tte kSeTol a badkl 
round check before he can buy a 
weapoa But he thinks poage of die 

h « > a l l about cosmetics.- When 
tte Brady law eiplres in four years, 

Mecks of criminal recwds and pcB-rible mental illncs. 
For DOW, puKontroI poupe and 

Jfrwonents, led by the 13 mll-
Boô pong National Rifle Assoda-
Uon. are digging in for a flght this 
Koaaer over assault weapons. 

The NRA points to a shift in pubUc 
JPmon as evidence Americans are 
"coailzlng the bant shortcominei 

• ta January, an NBC poll ofMi 
adiitts fbund that 76% waiited the^ 
aault ban to remain in place 

• Last month an NBC/Wall 
» w f Journo/poU fbund that 51» of 

Jdults surveyed thoi«ht endina 
(be ban on aaaault weuon wua 
«ep in the-wrong dlreSoa-

-We did the best we could with the 
Msault ban under the circum-
•JBces, aays Kristen Rand of the 
VW«?« PoUcyCeater. Tf Ifs not as 
•ronjM fte American public really 
Winn, then we need to gp further." 


