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Supreme Court Decision - Law Enforceinent Fledges 
(as of 7/1/97) 

Chief Leo Carrillo, Lafayette Police Department, Lafayette, CO 

Lt. Mark Battersby, Lafayette Police Department, Lafayette, CO 

Lt. Brad Wiesley, Lafayette Police Department, Lafayette, CO 

George Koertge, Executive Director, Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police 

Superintendent Maitt Rodriguez, Chicago Police Department, Chicago, IL 

Chief Ron Moser, Ottumwa Police Department, Ottumwa, lA 

Lt. Tom Bos, Dodge City Police Department, Dodge City, KS 

^ Chief Ellen T. Hanson, Lenexa Police Department, Lenexa, KS 

Assistant Chief Bart Schneider, Vidalia Police Department, Vidalia, LA 

Chief Michael Chitwood, Portland Police Department, Portland, ME 

'^^iChief Patrick J. Farrell, Rochester Police Department, Rochester, MN 

'-^^hief Sylvester Daughtry, Greensboro Police Department, Greensboro, NC 

^ J s ^ l d A. Patterson, Jamestown Police Department, Jamestown, ND 

Chief Matthew N- Biscptti, Lakewood Police Department, Lakewood, OH 

';^Chief Bruce D. Glasscock, Piano Police Department, Piano, TX 

Chief Joe Coughlin, Chippewa Falls Police Department, Chippewa Falls, WI 

Attomey General James Doyle, Wisconsin 



07/02/97 09:10 ©202 622 1999 TREAS/PUBLIC AFF ; 

J U N - - 2 7 - 9 7 17 = 0 0 F R 0 M = P 0 1 - I C E EXEC RES . FORUM I D = 2 0 2 4 S B 7 S 2 6 PAGE 2 / 3 

mo CONNECncmAVENUE.N.W.̂ SUITE 930 m m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m m OiirCKWEXLEK 
WA$}miCTON,D.C2D036 ^ S ^ ^ ^ S ^ S EXECUTTVE DIRECTOR 
PHONE: (20V 466-7SZ0 
FAX: aOZ) 466-7826 
Tnr:a02) 466-2670 

POUCE EXECUTIVE 
RESEARCH FORUM 

Police Executive Research Forum Chiefs 
Committed to Voluntanly Conducting Brady Background Checks 

Alaska 

Chief Duane Udland/Anchorage PD 

Kansas 

Chief Ellen Hanson/ Lenexa PD 
Chief John Douglass/ Overland Park PD 
Chief Philip Major/ Olathe PD 
Chief Stephen Cox/ Lcawood PD ' 
*Chief xxxxxxxxxx/ xxxxxxx PD 
Chief James Hill/ Salina PD 

Maine 

Chief Michael Chitwood/Portland PD. 

Mississippi 

Chief Robert Johnson/Jackson PD 

New Mexico 

Chief Joseph Polisar/Albuquerque PD 

Ohio 

Chief Michael Snowden/Cincinnati PD 
I Chief Gerald Galvin/Toledo PD 

^ / Oklahoma 
Chief Earl Shirley/Yukon PD 
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Texas , 
Chief Bruce Glasscock/PIano PD \ ( 
Chief Richard Czech/ Midland PD 
Chief Felipe Gaiza/KingsviUe PD 
Chief Al Phihppus/ San Antonio PD 
Chief Kenneth Yarbrough/Richardson PD 
Chief Melvin Martin/ Abilene PD 
*Chief xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx PD 
*Chief xxxxxxxxxxx/ xxxxxxxxx PD 
Chief Ken Walker/ Lubbock PD 

*Chief is willing to Conduct the checks voluntarily, but does not want to have 
press calls referred. 
Please call Martha Plotkin, director of communications, at 202/466-7820 x232 if 
you need phone numbers for the chiefs, their public information officers or Brady 
background check staff. 

FERF is a DC-based ihink lank and membership organization of progressive police chiefs and 

criminal justice professionals who serve more Than 40 percent ofthe nation's population. The 

organization is commined to improving police practices through research national leadership and 

debate. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Policy Development 

Deputy Assistant Aitoniey General Washmgion. D C 20S30 

June 12, 1997 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Attached l i s t 

FROM: Mark Greenberg 

SUBJECT: Brady Act legislative fix 

On June 2, I circulated an OPD draft of the proposed 
legislative fix to be used in case of an adverse Supreme Court 
decision in the Brady Act case. I have received very few coniments 
on i t and thought i t might be useful to provide the following 
analysis of the major differences between the OPD draft and the 
Schumer b i l l . (The analysis is based on the revised version of the 
Schumer b i l l received on June 2, and on a June. 12 version ot the 
OPD b i l l . I attach copies of the two b i l l s . ) 

There are two major issues to be resolved in drafting the 
legislative f i x . The f i r s t is how cooperating CLEOS are to be 
designated. There are a range of possibilities that differ in the 
burdens they would place on federal agencies (most lilcely tne 
secretary of the Treasury, i.e., BATF) and on CLEOS. We obviously 
want to minimize the burdens placed on federal agencies. At the 
same time, the success of the regime w i l l depend on the voluntary 
participation of CLEOS, so we do not want to place obstacles in 
their way. 

The second issue concerns which CLEOS the statute should allow 
to conduct the background checks. Possible options include the 
CLEO of the prospective purchaser's place of residence, the CLEO or 
the gun dealer's place of business, the CLEO of the state i t s e l f , 
and any CLEO in the state. (Only one state would ever be involved 
because, under 18 U.S.C. § 922(b)(3),;a dealer is not permitted to 
s e l l a handgun to a purchaser who the dealer has reasonable cause 
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to believe does not reside in the state of the dealer's place of 
business.) 

With respect to the f i r s t issue, the Schumer b i l l requires the 
Secretary of the Treasury (the Secretary) to compile and distribute 
to gun dealers a l i s t of CLEOS that have asked to be certified as 
cooperating CLEOS. The b i l l also authorizes but does not require 
the Secretary to distribute l i s t s of previously certified CLEOS who 
are determined no longer to be cooperating. The b i l l thus places 
the major burden on CLEOS to request certification. By requiring 
the Secretary to l i s t only those CLEOS who have requested 
certification, as a de jure matter, the b i l l does not require much 
action by the federal government. In practice, however, i f many 
CLEOS f a i l to take the initiative to request certification, the 
burden may f a l l on BATF and the FBI actively to s o l i c i t such 
requests. 

The OPD b i l l takes the different approach of requiring the 
Secretary to compile and distribute to gun dealers only a l i s t of 
CLEOS that the Secretary has determined are not cooperating. The 
intent i s that the Secretary w i l l not be required to investigate 
whether each CLEO is cooperating. Rather, the Secretary's duty 
w i l l be limited to placing CLEOS on the l i s t when i t comes to 
BATF's attention that a CLEO is not cooperating. (The draft does 
not provide that the Secretary shall determine which CLEOS are 
cooperating, but that the Secretary shall maintain a l i s t of CLEOS 
determined not to be cooperating.) When particular CLEOS are not 
conducting background checks, i t w i l l typically come to the 
attention of BATF's local offices, especially since many of the 
CLEOS who do not wish to cooperate are likely attempting to make a 
po l i t i c a l statement-

With respect to the second issue, the Schumer b i l l would 
allow a gun dealer to contact any of three CLEOS — the CLEO of the 
purchaser's place of residence, of the dealer's place of business, 
and the CLEO of the state i t s e l f — who is cooperating, i t would 
be l e f t to the dealer which of these to choose, in contrast, the 
OPD b i l l would make the CLEO of the purchaser's place of residence 
the preferred CLEO: the dealer would be required to contact that 
CLEO i f the CLEO is not on the non-cooperating l i s t . In the event 
that the CLEO is on the l i s t , the b i l l would require the second-
choice CLEO to be the CLEO of the dealer's place of business, i f 
that CLEO is not on the l i s t . As a back-up, the b i l l would allow 
the dealer to contact any CLEO in the state who i s not on the l i s t . 
The advantage of requiring the dealer to use the CLEO of the 
purchaser's place of residence when possible i s that this CLEO has 
the best chance of finding relevant information concerning the 
purchaser. When the CLEOs of the purchaser's place of residence 
and the dealer's place of business are not cooperating CLEOs, the 
OPD b i l l makes i t more likely than the Schumer b i l l that there w i l l 
s t i l l be a cooperating CLEO because i t opens the field to any CLEO 
in the state. • Disadvantages of this option are that i t would 
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increase the possibility of a gun dealer's manipulating the system 
by selecting specific CLEOS and vould make it possible for a sale 
to be approved based on a background check conducted by a CLEO from 
a distliTt part of the state wholly unrelated to the seller or 
purchaser. Another option would be to leave the back-up CLEO to be 
specified by regulation. 

A final difference between the tvo bills is that the OPD b i l l 
makes entirely clear that if there is no cooperating CLEO, the 
dealer may not transfer the handgun. (This is unlikely to occur 
because the OPD b i l l , as explained above, allows any CLEO in the 
state to be the back-up CLEO.) The Schumer b i l l does not address 
the issue as explicitly, but probably would be interpreted to have 
the same result. i f that is the intent of the Schumer b i l l , i t 
could easily be changed to make the point clear (e.g., by adding 
after (s)(1)(A)(ii): " ( i i i ) there is a designated chief law 
enforcement officer;"). 
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A BILL 

To ensure that background checks are conducted before the transfer 

of a handgun by a fireanns dealer. 

Be i t enacted by the Senate and ffouse ot Representatives of 

the United s ta te s of America i n Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the "Brady Lav Revitalization Act". 

SEC. 2. REFERRAL TO BE SENT TO CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS WHO 

ARE COOPERATING IN CONDUCTING BACKGROUND CHECKS. 

Section 922(s) of t i t l e 18, United States Code, i s amended ~ 

(1) in paragraph (1)(A)(i), by amending subclauses ( I I I ) 

and (IV) to read as follows: 

" ( I I I ) within 1 day after the transferee furnishes the 

statement, provided notice of the contents of the statement to a 

cooperating chief law enforcement officer; and 

(IV) within 1 day after the transferee furnishes the 

statement, transmitted a copy of the statement to a cooperating 

chief law enforcement officer;" and 

(2) in paragraph ( 1 ) ( A ) ( i i ) ( I I ) , by inserting "and" after 

the semicolon; and 
(3) by inserting after paragraph ( 1 ) ( A ) ( i i ) ( I I ) the 

following new clause: 

" ( i i i ) there i s a cooperating chief law enforcement officer;"; 

and 

(4) by striking paragraph (2); and 

(5) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through (8) as 
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paragraphs (2) through (7) respectively; and 

(6) by adding the following new paragraph (8): 

"(8) For purposes of this subsection, the term 'cooperating 

chief law enforcement officer' means — 

(A) the chief law enforcement officer of the transferee's 

place of residence, i f the chief law enforcement officer of the 

transferee's place of residence i s not listed in the most recent 

l i s t of non-cooperating chief law enforcement officers compiled 

under paragraph (9); or 

(B) the chief lav enforcement officer of the licensee's place 

of business, i f the chief law enforcement officer of the 

transferee's place of residence i s listed in the most recent l i s t 

of non-cooperating chief law enforcement officers compiled under 

paragraph (9) and the chief law enforcement officer of the 

licensee's place of business i s not listed in the most recent l i s t ; 

or 

(C) any chief law enforcement officer in the State in which 

the transferee's place of residence i s located who i s not listed in 

the most recent l i s t of non-cooperating chief law enforcement 

officers compiled under paragraph (9) , i f the chief law enforcement 

officers of the transferee's place of residence and of the 

licensee's place of business are on the most recent l i s t . " 

(7) by redesignating paragraph (9) as paragraph (10). 

(8) by adding after new paragraph (8) , added by paragraph 

(6) above, the following: 

"(9) (A) The Secretary shall maintain a l i s t of the chief law 

enforcement officers of law enforcement agencies that the Secretary 
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determines do not maintain the practice of conducting background 

checks described in subparagraph (B) . 

(B) For purposes of this subsection, a law enforcement agency 

maintains a practice of conducting background checks i f i t 

maintains a practice, upon receipt of a notice provided pursuant to 

paragraph ( 1 ) ( A ) ( i ) ( I I I ) vith respect to a transfer of a handgun, 

of making a reasonable effort to ascertain within 5 business days 

whether receipt or possession of the handgun would be in violation 

of Federal, State, or local law, including research in whatever 

State and local recordkeeping systems are available and in a 

national system designated by the Attorney General. 

(C) The Secretary shall provide to each licensed dealer, on 

an annual basis, a copy of the l i s t described in subparagraph 

(A).". 
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H.L.C. 

Original signature of Member 

105TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H.R. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. SCHUXEIi introduced thc following bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on 

A B I L L 
I 

To cDSure that backgroimd checks are conducted before the 
transfer of a handgun by.a firearms dealer. 

1 Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre&enta-

2 tives of the United States of America, in Congress assemhled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act may be cited as the "Brady Law Bestora-

5 tion Act". 
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1 SEC. 2. BACKGROUND CHECK REQUESIS REQUIRED TO BE 

2 SENT TO CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI* 

3 CERS WHOSE POUCE DEPARTMENTS ASE CO. 

4 OP£RATD«fG IN CONDUCTING THE CHECKS. 

5 Section 922(s) of title 18, United Sutes Code, is 

6 amended— 

7 (1) in each of subclauses (HI) and (IV) of para-

8 graph (l)(A)(i), by striking "the chief law enforce-

9 ment officer of the place of residence of the trans-

10 feree" and inserting "a designated chief law enforee-

\ 1 ment officer with respect to the transfer"; 

12 (2) by strildng paragraph (2) and inserting the 

13 . foDowing; 

14 "(2) (A) Upon request of a. chief law enforcement offi-

15 cer of a cooperating law enforcement agency, the Sec-

16 retaiy shall eertify the chief law enforeement officer as 

17 the head of a cooperating law enforcement agency. 

18 "(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A) of this para-

19 graph, a law enforcement agency is a cooperating law en-

20 forcement agency if the agency maintains a practice, upon 

21 receipt of a notice provided pursuant to paragraph 

22 (l)(A)(i)(ni) with respect to the transfer of a handgun, 

23 of making a reasonable effort to ascertain within 5 busi-

24 ness days whether receipt or possession of the handgun. 

25 by the transferee would be in violation of Federal, Slate, 

26 or local law, including research in whatever State and local 
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1 record keeping systems are available and in a national sys-

2 tem designated by the Attorney General. 

3 "(C)(i) Not later than 90 days after the date of the 

4 enactment of this paragraph and periodically thereafter, 

5 the Secretary shall prQ̂ d̂e to each licensed dealer a list 

6 of the chief law enforcement officers certified under sub-

7 paragraph (A). 

8 "(ii) From time to time, the Secretar%' may provide 

9 to each licensed dealer, or to each licensed dealer within 

10 a State, a list of chief law enforcement officers previously 

11 certified under subparagraph (A) who the Secretary deter-

12 mines are no longer the head of a cooperating law enforce-

13 ment agency."; and 

14 (3) in paragraph (8)— 

15 (A) by inserting "(A)" after "(8)"; and 

16 (B) by adding at tbe end the following; 

17 : "(B) For puiposes of this subsection, the term *des-

18 ignated chief law enforcement officer' means, with respect 

19 to a handgun transfer, any of the following who is a listed 

20 chief law enforeement officer; 

21 "(i) The chief law enforcement officer of the 

22 place of residence of the transferee. 

23 ; "(ii) The chief law enforcement officer of the 

24 place of business of the transferor at which the 

25 i handgun transfer is to be made. 
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1 "(iii) The chief law enforcement officer of the 

2 State in which the place of business described in 

3 clause (ii) is located. 

4 "(C) For purposes of this subsection, the term 'listed 

5 chief lâ •̂ enforcement officer' means, with respect to a 

6 handgun transferor, a chief law enforeement officer who— 

7 "(i) has been identified, in the Ust of chief law 

8 enforcement officers most recently distributed to the 

9 transferor under paragraph (2)(C)(i), as the head of 

10 a cooperating law enforcement agency; and 

11 "(ii) has not been identified, in a list of chief 

12 law enforcement officers subsequently distributed to 

13 the transferor under paragraph (2)(C)(ii), as the 

14 head of a law enforcement agency that has ceased 

15 to be a cooperating law enforcement agency.". 
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mo CONNECTICUT AVENUE. N. W.. SUITE 930 mmim^^^mmm CHUCK WEXLER 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 — ^ ™ EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
PHONE: (202) 466-7820 
FAX: (202) 466-7S26 
TTY: (202) 466-2670 

POLICE EXECUTTVE 
RESEARCH FORLTM 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: June 27, 1997 
CONTACT: Martha Plotkin 202/466-7820 ext. 232 or Ellen Painter 202/466-7820 ext. 248 

POLICE CHIEFS WILL VOLUNTARILY CONDUCT BRADY 
BACKGROUND CHECKS AFTER SUPREME COURT RULING 

Washington, DC—The Police Executive Research Fomm (PERF) in response to today's 

Supreme Court decision on the Brady law announced that it will continue to support 

voluntary background checks of prospective gun purchasers.While the Court ruled that the 

federal government could not mandate police chiefs to make reasonable efforts to conduct 

background checks on people who buy handguns from federally licensed dealers, many 

law enforcement leaders in affected stales are already organizing to do the background 

checks voluntarily. 

According to PERF Executive Director Chuck Wcxlcr. 22 PERF member police agencies 

in eight of the 22 affected states have already voiced their commitment to voluntarily 

continue background checks so long as the immunity provisions of the Brady law still 

apply to their conducting these checks, they maintain access to the national criminal record 

system, and no other state or federal prohibitions apply. In some states such as Arkansas, 

Arizona, South Carolina, Kentucky and Ohio, a state agency conducts the Brady 

background checks for local police agencies, which means police chiefs will be waiting to 

see how those state agencies decide to act, except in the few instances in which local police 

depaitments have existing ordinances to conduct the checks on their own. Chiefs are, of 

course, counting on the fact that the federal government still mandates federally licensed 

fu-eanns dealers to submit background requests to their police agencies. 

"Compared with the resource investment required to conduct a gun-related homicide 

investigation—not to mention the immeasurable human costs of gun violence—the 
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investment that police agencies must make to conduct background checks is very 

reasonable," remarked Chief Ellen Hanson of Lenexa, Kansas. Hanson is a member of 

PERF-s board of directors and one of the 22 PERF member chiefs who have committed to 

conUnuing background checks even though they are no longer required to do so. 

PERF joined several other national law enforcement groups in an amicus brief to the Court 

in support ofthe Brady law because they know the decision has national impact beyond the 

22 "Brady states." Police chiefs know that the Brady background checks provide the kind 

of national approach needed to address a gun violence problem that is exacerbated by 

uneven responses among the states. 

Evidence shows the Brady law's extraordinary success. According to the Justice 

Department's Bureau of Justice StaUstics, in the first 28 months after Brady was enacted, 

more than 186,000 illegal gun sales were blocked by background checks, and it is 

estimated that more than 70 percent of blocked purchase attempts each month involve 

indicted or convicted felons. 

"Police know that it makes no sense to allow felons and purchasers ineligible because of 

mental illness, domestic violence convictions or other gun possession prohibitions to walk 

into a gun shop and get a gun—no background check required," said PERF Executive 

Director Chuck We.xler. "Brady checks may not be a panacea for the nation's gun violence 

problem, but it is a tremendous step in the right direction—a step police are unwilling to 

abandon." 

PERF is a DC-based think tank and membership organization of progressive police chiefs 

and cnminal justice professionals who sen'e more thaiT40 perceni ofthe nation's 

popidation. Jlie organization is committed to improving police practices through research, 

national leadership and debate. 



Jun 27 97 11:31p P-l 

««HWcrr?/.j.c3ZH « S ^ r a f f S EXEomvEnasTZR 

m:(mn^:s7d m POliCZ sXKLTTVH 
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DATE; 6-27-97 

This transmission is 3 pages (including cover sheet). 

70; -̂ ose Cerda 

Agency/Organization: white House 
456-7028 

FROM: Martha Plotkin 202-466-7820 

COi\£V(ENTS; 

FYI. Please share w i t h your media s t a f f working on the Brady 

decision f o r possible r e f e r r a l to us on police chief responses. 

If you do not receive ail pages, please al l PERF at (202) 4iS6-7820 
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TERRESCE B. SHERIDAJ^ 
Chief of Police 

DATE: 6-26-97 

Baltimore County Police 
Headquarters 

700 Easi Joppa Road 
Towson, Maryland 2I2S6-5S01 

(410) 887-2214 
Fax (410) 821-8887 

InTcgritT . . F i l r rwi i . . . Saivlea 

Lsgal Division 

FAX COVER SHEET 

NO. OF PAGES (INCLUDING COVER): 

TO: Mr. Jose Cerda 

ORGANIZATION: The White House 

FAX TELEPHONE #: ^^02) 456-7028 OFFICE TELEPHONE #: (202) 757-5000 

FROM: nir Mark a Spnrri PC. 

Legal Division 
700 £ Joppa Road, 9th floor 
Towson, Mafyland 21288 5501 

FAX TELEPHONE #: {410)887-4933 OFFICE TELEPHONE #: (410) 887-2211 

MESSAGE: 

ORIGINAL TO FOLLOW BY MAIL? YES [ ] NO [ ] 

The information contained in this facsimile message is confidential and may be protected by the 
attorney/client privilege. The confents are intended only for tha usa of the individual or entity 
named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication Is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by telephone and return 
the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service. Thank you. 

NaJio^Uf Aeertiiud Since 1994 
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The Law Enforcement Steering Committee 
1001 22nd St.. N.W., Suite 200 - „ 
Washington. D.C. 20037 U K A r I 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 27. 1997 

CONTACT: Mary Malina (202) 833-1460 or 
Walt Wallmark (202) 433-9230 

Representing 

Policing in 

America 

xuAcuTMr^THM n r In the wake oftoday's Supreme Court's decision to striltc down the Brady 

n ^ " national law enforcement organizations, sa.d it will encourage law enforcement to conduct these 
checks voluntarily since they have proven to be an effective tool m curbing crtme. 

H„V,«rt Williams the President ofthe Police Foundation and Chairman of the. LESC, said, "Brady 
b X - d cW^^^^^^^^ an onerous burden law enforcen^cnt. Law enforcement has long been 

willing to conduct baclcground checks to Itcep guns out of the wrong hands. 

[ aw enforcement supports the Br^dy Uw because it is working. Since the law went into effect on 
F r r u l w 29 1994 b^kground checks have stopped nearly 250.000 convicted felons and other 
p t T e d puLhas i from buying a handgun. That means every day 157 felons were stopped from 
buying handguns. 

"These and other statistics confinn what America's law enforcement community has always 
believed," said Hubert Williams, "that the Brady Law will reduce gun crime m America. Thc law is 
an important tool in law enforcement's arsenal against cnme and violence. 

The Brady Law has efTectively ended the honor system by which guns were sold over the counter. 
Prior to the enactment ofthe Brady Law, in 32 States, any individual already prohibited from 
possessing a gun, including convicted felons, domestic abusers, the mentally ill or juveniles, could 
walk into a gun store, f i l l out a form and walk out with a gun. 

LESC stresses that the Brady Law is sound, effective and rational public policy. It addresses one of 
the most serious conditions we face as a society; a level of violence that affects the safety and well 
being of our citizens and of the police themselves. 

Founded in 1985 the iaw Enforcement Steering Committee is a nonpartisan coalition ofnalional 
law enforcement groups representing over 500.000 police practitioners. Comprised ofthe Federal 
Law Enforcement Officers Association, thc Fratemal Order of PoUce. the International Brotherhood 
of Police Officers Major Cities Chiefs, the National Association of Police Organizations, the 
National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives the National Troopers Coalition, the 
Police Executive Research Forum, and the Police Foundation. LESC embodies an unprecedented 
cooperative effort among law enforcement research organisations and police management and labor 
organizations. 

Please note new LESC address effective July I , 1997: 
1201 Coonecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 200 

Washington.D.C. 20036 

Steering CocnniiRte 
Memben 

Frucmil Onfcr o fMt t 

Inurrailonil 
Hmhcrliaod o( 
Pfthcc Oftccn 

Mitar CKiA QUcfs 

Nadantl .uiociuloD of 
Police Ornn^Kofis NihMial Traepen CMliiim 

Poller Foiinil'jjnn 
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TO f/1/4108874533 0̂02/004 

June 24, 1997 

To: Members, Public Safety Telecommunications Coordinating Council (PSTCC) 

From: Frank Shafroth 

Reconciliation & The Future IV 

n^lTt. iT*' """'^ '^'y '0 ^ork y^ith the White 

ACTION 

s ŝtirS'itsr " — " 
June 25, 1997 

The Honorable Thomas J. Bliley 
Chairman, House Commerce Comminee 
Washington. D C. 20513 

The Honorable John McCain 
Chainnan, Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Chainnan Bliley and Chairman McCain: 

I b i r y T r S r organization, represennng the men and women who put their liv.. on the 

feco;ciliauon reg.sCn re?th^^^^ '*^^"''''P 

current spec trum'ato pubL ̂ 'fey foS^rtT^^ """"""^ " ^"'"^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
property and to r̂ pond I Z f ^ T i n ^ l t e f "'^'"'^ '"^^»° P^°^' »«d 

for^?binS;y':;eIm^^^^ ' r * " ' r " ^ 4̂ MH. of spectrum p safety use from the current analog channels 60-69. as che President. Chaimian Hundt. and the 
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PSWAC Commission, thc budget agreement, tha Attorney General, and Chairman McCam have all 
recommended. While the basic provisions of the Budget Reconciliation legislation reported bv vour 
respective Committees achieve this critical objective, wc are deeply concerned lhat certain other pro'vi;ions 
m the versions of each House's b.ll could completely undermine this very commitment to public safety 
buch an outcome would have serious ramifications for the ability of our nation's police, fire emeraencv 
medical and otlier public safety personnel lo communicate. We cannot afford. a5 a nation, another repeat of 

v v S l t " t t l ' . 1 ' ' T " " ' ' ^ ° " ' P"]'''"^ '"P^"*""'^ C'^- - - O ' much hopTyou 
will act to resolve these issues m conference, if not sooner. 

Our most unportant concern is with a provision in thc House version aimed at protecting low power TV 

translators. Secnon 3303(f). which could have the unintended effect of blocking reallocation of thV24 mHz 

cK«r^ !• '° ^"^J'" P""*"°" ^PP""»° '"̂ '̂ ^ '^^^"^ reallocation for those 

s i l o l t ' ^ ''"P""'^'^ "P"'^"y ^ ^ lo-' power 
b S r r . " ^ ^ ^ t ^ ' "-̂ ^ ^'^i"- T''* Sel̂ ate version. Section 3003(h). is preferable 
because It docs not impose this contingency on thc 24 MHz to be reallocated for public safety 

f''''^''^'''' '̂ -̂ ^ "̂̂ '̂  committees have adopted amendments which could subject tl« 
needed allocation of spectrum for public safety to an indefinite transition period. Unfortunately indefimte 
d̂ lay IS not ao option when responding to a fire, an automobile accident, a plane crash. oToth^cn^ergtcy 
n many urban areas, the fuU 24 mHz of spectmm from channels 60-69 will not be availab e f o r S f c 

^ety use the end ofthe digital TV transition, due to the impact of existing full power analog stations 
T i n °" ^"^^'^ ^« '"̂ '̂  P^vision is untenable wi" 

L nTthe P r w l r >" - - ' - 8 critical needs can only make more difficult 
meeting the PSWAC recommendations for interoperability and future needs. 

From the beginning of our efforts as a coordinating council, we have had to deal with another issue 
confronting tĥ ^̂ ^̂  ff,,, by governmental and non-gô mmental entities to cloak ̂ .̂r^elves i^t^ 

^ l l . ^ ' " ^ ̂ '"'"^ ^--'^"^ recommendations on tius L n 
We a ^ c ^ n c r ^ t K T T ^ ' ^ " J " ' governments to receive 24 n ^ . .o meet cxr..>,^ 

r<^rces are i r a r i f h , " " " " -"atever 
m mbci^ha^ttv^^^^^^^ 7"' ' I T T ' "̂ ''̂  ''^^ recommendations and the responsibility our 
p r o t s r o i t w " " '̂̂  P'^^ -'^^ "Public s L y " 

ilid Z ^ffi' "̂ '̂  '"'"'^'"^ ^^^ '̂'̂ ^ =^ '̂S" "'^ ^ celebrate with police 
n"1ô " " " " " " " ^ - - ' ' i «̂ ^ ™Po«-t first srcTin ring 
2TlS^Z , S d â ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ communications technology. Change, to ensure timely Ll.oc^i-oVof 
x ^ r u y Z T l t . ^ . """'"^ '̂ '̂ ""̂ ''̂  PSWAC. but not all ofthe long 
TaSv t ^ L decision by the FCC to auction spectrum should consider the needs of public 

legSion '̂ '̂  ^''-'d ^ incl"d«d thê  final 
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In our view, there is no more important issue affecting public safety pending before the Congress, In the 
wake of tragic bombings, hurricanes, and flooding, tliis could address tlie serious spectrum shortages facing 
the public safety community. It would be & difference measurable in lives. To achieve this promise wil] 
require leadership. We hope that you will support these efforts and make appropriate changes to the 
pending legislation. We stand ready to work with you and to keep our members apprised of your efforts. 

Sincerely. 

cc: Senate Commerce Coinmittee Members 
House Conunerce Coauninee Members 
Senate Budget Comminee Members 
House Budget Committee Members 
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Presidenl 
"mOMAS J. SCOTTO 
PreskieiK, OcfedVss' 

EndcHrment Associmtion 
of New York City 

NBW Yaos. NY 

Bvranitt Vaa Presidenl 
ERNEST W. GEORQE 

^tBsiden, Palm Baaeh Counr/ 
'o^ce BanemlBnl AaaoclaVion 

Wesi P^frn Beach. Fi. 

Recording Secretary 
O.J. HOLT 

President, Central 
Coast Chapter. POMC 

S«ri Joso. CA 

Treasurer 
WILLIAM BIRDSEYS 

Police Oflicvs 
Aasociation ol Micfvgan 

Svrgaant-al-Arms 
MARriN McKEAN 

Executive Secretary, 
Ohh PBA 

Berea. OH 

Executive Sccrsory 
B. D. -BUD" STONE 

Past PrasiJam PORAC 
Se/ica/ey. CA 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POLICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. 
Repivs6r}tirjg America's fvi&st 

750 First Street, N.E., Suite 920 • Washington, D.C. 20002-4241 

(202) 842-4420 • (800) 322-NAPO • (202) 842-4396 FAX 

FAX COVER SHEET 
DA TE: 

TO: CMy;^ ^ 
ORGANIZATION: 

FAX NUMBER: 

Exaoutiva Direeier 
nOBEHT T.SCULLY 

SerMral Ccuna*! 
WILUAM J. JOHNSON 

Legialative Consullonls 
JULES BEFINSTEIN 
UNDA UPSETT 

FROM: 

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: ^ 

COMMENTS: 

If you have any questions regarding this FAX, 
please call (202)842-4420. 

THIS FACSIMILE IS ir^TENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR 
E^f^TY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS 
PRIVILEGED, CONRDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER 
APPUCABLE LAW. IF THE RECIPIENT OF THIS FACSIMILE IS NOT THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, 
DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING THIS FACSIMILE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU 
HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US 
IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL FACSIMILE TO US 
AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS BY THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE. 

THANK YOU. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POUCE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. 
Heprssenring America's Finest 

750 First Street, N.E., Suite 920 • Washington. D.C. 20002-4241 

(202) 642-4420 . (800) 322-NAPO - (202) 842-4396 FAX 

Presldant 
THOMAS J. SCOTTO 
President, Deiecilves' 

£r)Cov/menl Assodetlon 
ol New York Cfy 

New York. NY 

Executive Vice President 
ERNEST W. GEORQE 

President. Palm Beach County 
Police Benevolent Association 

Wesf Palm Beach, Fl. 

Recording Sacretary 
O. J. HOLT 

President, Csntral 
Coast Chapter, PORAC 

San Jose, CA 

Traasurer 
WILLIAM BIRDSEYE 

Police Officers 
Association ofMichigen 

Saigeant-at-Arms 
MARTIN McKEAN 

£xect/(;Vs Sacretary, 
Ohio PBA 

Berea, OM 

ExecuUve Secretary 
B. D. -BUD" STONE 

Pasr President PORAC 
Berkeley, CA 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 27,1997 

Execwive Director 

CONTACT: JODY HEDEMAN "O ÊRT T SCUHY 
f O t y 7 \ a A O - i c c n "^S'^'^H^'* consultants 
(202) O 4 2 - 3 5 D O JULES BERNSTEIN 

LINDA LIPSETT 

NAPO REACTS TO SUPREME COURT DECISION 
CALLS FOR VOLUNTARY BACKGROUND CHECKS 

WASHINGTON, DC-The National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO) voiced its 
concern over today's Supreme Court decision to strike down the Brady Law's background 
check provision, and said that it will encourage law enforcement to continue to conduct these 
checks on a voluntary basis. 

"NAPO fought hard for background checks on handgun purchasers," said Robert T. Scully, 
Executive Director. "It does not create an extra burden on our law enforcement officers - it 
helps to save .their lives, and the lives of the citizens they are sworn to protect." 

"According to the Justice Department, to date, background checks authorized under tlie Brady 
Law have stopped more than 250,000 prohibited ̂ purchasers from buying handguns, including 
157 felons everyday," continued Scully. 

"The police of this country fight the daily baule against crime and put our lives on the line all 
in a day's woi-k. NAPO calls for the continued use of background checks by all police 
departments affected by this ruling on a voluntary basis to help our officers in their fight 
against crime," said Scully. 

Today's Supreme Court decision directly affects 23 states (Brady States) who have been 
operating background checks under the Brady Law, but does not affect 28 other states (Brady 
Alternates) which conduct their background checks under state laws. 

The ruling appears not to have affected the "waiting period" in the 23 "Brady States" which 
was designed to give law enforcement officers the time they need to conduct background 
checks, and also serves as a "cooling off period" for handgun purchasers. The National 
Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) is scheduled to be fully operational by 
November 30, 1998, however, many states have not yet made their computerized criminal 
history record^ available through the Interstate Identification Index (III). 

"NAPO also calls forthe swift cooperation of aU states to make iheir computerized criminal 
history records available through the Interstate Identification Index," said Scully. 

The National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO) is a coalition of police unions and 
associations from across the United States lhat serves to advance tlie interests of America's 
law enforcement officers through legislative and legal advocacy, political action and 
education. Founded in 1978, NAPO now represents 4,000 police organizations and nearly 
200,000 swom law enforcement officers. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

Direcior Washington, D.C. 20530 

June 27, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Rahm Emanuel 

Assistant t o the President 

Bruce Reed 
Assistant t o the President and 

Dir e c t o r , Domestic P o l i c y Council 
Mickey I b a r r a 
Assistant t o the President and 

Dir e c t o r of Intergovernmental A f f a i r s 

Maria Echaveste 
Assistant t o the President and 

Dir e c t o r of Public L i a i s o n 

Jose Cerda 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Domestic Policy Council 

Nicholas M. Gess 
Di r e c t o r of Intergovernmental A f f a i r s 
Department of Ju s t i c e 

Brady Handgun Control Act 

Attached please f i n d a copy of a l e t t e r issued e a r l i e r today 
by A t t o r n e y General Janet Reno and Secretary of the Treasury 
Robert E. Rubin regarding the Brady Handgun Control Act. This 
l e t t e r i s being d i s t r i b u t e d to a l l relevant law enforcement. 

I f you have any questions, please do not h e s i t a t e t o c a l l me 
on 514-3465 or Deputy D i r e c t o r Matthew Levine on 514-7399. 

Enclosure 
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(Office of tl|̂  Attarncg (Uf neral 

June 27, 1997 

Dear Law Enforcement Colleague: 

E a r l i e r today, the Supreme Court ruled that ^ a r t of the 
Brady Handgun Control Act i s unconstitutional. Although we are 
disappointed i n the Court's decision, we must a l l abide by i t . 

A l l of you should understand that the Supreme Court's 
decision did not " s t r i k e down the Brady Act," "declare i t 
unconstitutional" or any one of a number of broad based and 
inaccurate statements that you may hear. Rather, the Court 
simply stated that, the federal government cannot require that 
state, county and municipal o f f i c i a l s conduct the checks provided 
f o r under the law u n t i l November 1998, at which time the National 
Instacheck System (NICS) w i l l become e f f e c t i v e . 

We know that the vast majority of concerned and e f f e c t i v e 
law enforcement o f f i c e r s i n t h i s country support and conduct 
background checks under the Brady Act, not because they are 
required but because i t i s good law enforcement. Therefore, 
t h i s decision w i l l l i k e l y have l i t t l e impact on law enforcement. 
Those who wish to purchase a handgun from a licensed federal 
firearms dealer (FFL) must s t i l l complete a background check form 
under the Brady Act, and the FFL must forward that form to the 
chief law enforcement o f f i c e r (CLEO). As before, i f , a f t e r f i v e 
days, the CLEO has not advised the FFL not to transfer the 
handgun, the FFL may s e l l the handgun to the purchaser. 

The sole change occasioned by the Supreme Court decision i s 
that the CLEO i s no longer required by federal law to run the 
Brady background check. We expect and hope that the vast 
majority of law enforcement agencies i n America w i l l continue to 
run these checks v o l u n t a r i l y because they are saving l i v e s , 
keeping guns out of the hands of criminals and generally m the 
best i n t e r e s t of law enforcement. We urge you to continue these 
checks. 

Since the Brady Act went into e f f e c t , over 250,OOQ felons, 
f u g i t i v e s and other prohibited persons have been denied handguns. 
We are making great strides i n reducing vio l e n t crime i n America 
and our f a i l u r e to keep up these Brady background checks w i l l 
seriously undermine a l l of our e f f o r t s i n t h i s regard. 
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We recognize that some CLEOs may s t i l l use the Court's 
^^r-^c-ioT, as an excuse not to conduct Brady background checks. 
?hat ioSld bimo^t Snfo?tunate f o r the people of t h i s country. 
I t i s j u s t common sense that we a l l keep doing whatever we can to 
keep guns from criminals. 

Please do not l e t America down. Please j o i n responsible law 
enforcement i n continuing to serve and protect the public. 

Sincerely, 

Janet Reno 
Attorney General 

Robert E. Rubin 
Secretary of the Treasury 
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HU 
PCUCEEXECTIVH 

TELECOPIER INFOBaCATION SHEET 

m i l : A3L/P^L 

DATE: 6-27-97 

This trmsmssioTL is 3 pages (including aver sheet). 

TO: Jose Cerda 

Asencz/Orsaiiization: white House, 
^ • " 456-7028 

FROM: Martha Plotkin 202-466-7820 

COM̂ IENTS: 

FYI. Please share with your media s t a f f working on the Brady_ 

decision for possible r e f e r r a l to us on police chj^f responses. 

I f VOU do not receive all pages, please cill PERF ar (202) 466-7820 
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mo CONNECnCUT AVENUE. SUITE 950 a M ^ ^ M ^ ^ M B CHUCK WEXLER 
mSHINCTOKD-C. 20036 ^ ^ ^ g EXECtJTTVE DJKECTOJ? 
PHONE: <202)466.7SZ0 
FAX: a02) 466-7826 
TTY: a02} 466-2670 

POUCE EXECUTIVE 
RESEARCH FORUM 

Police Executive Research Forum Chiefs 

Committed to Voluntarily Conducting Brady Background Checks 

Alaska 

Chief Duane Udland/Anchorage PD 

Kansas 

Chief Ellen Hanson/ Lenexa PD 

Chief John Douglass/ Overland Park PD 

Chief Philip Major/ Olathe PD 

Chief Stephen Cox/ Leawood PD 

*Chief xxxxxxxxxx/ xxxxxxx PD 

Chief James Hill/ Salina PD 

Maine 

Chief Michael Chitwood/Portland PD 

Mississippi 

Chief Robert Johnson/Jackson PD 

New Mexico 

Chief Joseph Polisar/Albuquerque PD 

Ohio 

Chief Michael Snowden/Cincinnati PD 

Chief Gerald Galvin/Toledo PD 
Oklahoma 
Chief Earl Shirley/Yukon PD 
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Texas 
Chief Bmce Glasscock/Plano PD 

Chief Richard Czech/ Midland PD 

Chief Felipe Garza/Kingsville PD 

Chief Al Phihppus/ San Antonio PD 

Chief Kenneth Yarbrough/Richardson PD 

Chief Melvin Martin/ Abilene PD 

*Chief XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.XXX PD 

*Chief XXXXXXXXXXX/ xxxxxxxxx PD 

Chief Ken Walker/ Lubbock PD 

*Chief is willing to conduct the checks voluntarily, but does not want to have 

press calls referred. 

Please call Martha Plotkin, director of communications, at 202/466-7820 x232 if 

you need phone numbers for the chiefs, their public information officers or Brady 

background check staff. 

PERF is a DC-based think tank and membership organization of progressive police chiefs and 

criminal justice professionals H/IO ser^e more than 40 percent ofthe nation's population. The 

organization is committed to improving police practices through research national leadership and 

debate. 
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ARAPAHOE COUNTY SHERIFF^S OFFICE 

5686 S. Court Place 
Littleton, Colorado 80120-1200 

FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

TO: JQ^e Cerda Date: Jun 24 1997 

Office of Domestic Policy Time: 

Trom: Pat Sullivan. Jr.. Sheriff 

fAX (3Q?) PhoneM03) 

_x 797-4444 Sheriff's Administration 795-4702 

_ 797-4407 Budget 795-4708 

Total number of pages 6 including this page. 

Remarks: 
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ARAPAHOE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
5686 S. Court PI. • Littleton, Colorado 80120-1200 

PATRICK J. SULLIVAN JR., SHERIFF ^303) 795.4711 

June 24. 1997 

Mr. Vincent CairoU 
Editorial Editor 

I-

Rocky Mountain News 
400 West Colfax 
POBox,7]9 
Denver/CO 802o4 

Deal 

This week the United States Supreme Court will issue 16 landmark legal rulings. Among 
those 16 is the case involving the Brady Handgun Purchaser Check mandated by Congress 
to be performed by the Chief Law Enforcement Official (CLEO) for the jurisdiction where 
the retail handgun purchase is to occur. This is a federal law applying to all 50 states. 
Some states, such as Califomia, already had a state law in place requiring such a check 
plus a waiting period. A state was exempt from the Federal Brady Act if it had state 
legislation that met Federal Brady Standards. 

Colorado had no such law and therefore would be subject to all the provision ofthe 
November 1993 Federal Brady Act requiring local CLEO's to do the Brady Check for 
new retail handgun purchases in their respective jurisdictions throughout Colorado. 

We, the County SherifT s of Colorado, Inc. along with Detective Tony Lombard, Denver 
P. D.'s legislative representative approached the Speaker of the Colorado House Chuck 
Berry and the President of the Senate Tom Norton with the existing Virginia Instant 
Check Law that met all the Federal Brady Check requirements. We asked Speaker Berry 
and President Norton to assign sponsors and fast track a Colorado law through the 
Colorado Legislature to be in place by the time the Federal Brady Check law became 
effective on February 28, 1994. 

Please find a copy of House Bill 94-1276 by Representative David Owen and Senator Jim 
Rizzuto signed into;law on Saturday, February 26, 1994, by Govemor Roy Romer. 

We, therefore, think the efforts ofthe County Sheriffs of Colorado, Inc., Tony Lombard 
of Denver P. D., Speaker Berry and President Norton with sponsorship of the bill by 
Representative Owen and Senator Rizzuto avoided a federal mandate on the CLEO's of 
Colorado, but still accomplished what the Federal Brady Act Intended. 

Accrgdlnd bir the CommlBslor on Accrsdhailon tor La * Enleire»m»ni Agencies. American Cotreciiona! Associailon ana Nailoral Commlsf ion on Correnlonal Heailh Care 
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We feel that this weeks Supreme Court decision probably will not have any impact on the 
Colorado Brady Instant Check Program operated by the Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation. 

We support our Colorado Instant Check as a rational approach to taking effective steps to 
keep handguns out of the hands of prohibited individuals. Those who say criminals will 
not try to buy a handgun over the counter in a retail establishment are very wrong See 
the 1996 CBI Colorado Instant Check results enclosed to prove this point In 1996 in 
Colorado, the Colorado Brady Instant Check Program stopped 2557 prohibited 
mdividuals fi-om purchasing a handgun over the counter. 185 of those orohibited 
mdividuals were subject to restraining orders, most issued out of Domestic Violence 
cases. The Colorado Brady Instant Check is working in Colorado. 

We as a nation, a state and local jurisdictions must face up to the tragic toll'handguns are 
takmg m our society panicularly among our youth. ̂  We hope the Colorado Brady Instant 
Check Program survives the standards that ma/come down fi-om the U. S; Supreme Court 
this week. It's a rational approach that does not bar law abiding citizens the opportunity 
to purchase a handgun for self protection or to protect their family, guests or employees 

RespectfuUv. 

'atnck J. 
Sheriff 
Chairman, Congressional Affairs Committee, 

National Sheriff .Association 

Enclosures 
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COLORADO • ««AOy ACT 8TAT8 POR YEAR ENPINO m . 
COMPILED ON V5/97 AT 9:00 AM 

APPROVED PERCENT DENIED 

CAUSE FOR DENIAL SUMMARY 

PERCENT 

0% 

TOTAL 

51.448 

RESTRAJNT 
HOMICIDE 
KIDNAPPINO 
SEXUAL ASSAULT 
R O B B E R Y 
ASSAULT 
BUROLARY 
DRU08 
ALLOTMER 

TOTALS 

APPEALS 

FOOTNOTE: 

ARRESTS CONVICTIONS FUQITIVE RESTRAINT 
0 

30 
13 
70 
02 

035 
217 
387 
728 

0 
s 
1 

10 
18 

118 
78 
62 

162 

0 
0 
D 
0 
1 
e 
2 
5 

48 

18S 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2,442 479 SS 186 

ma 
RECEIVED 

839 
REVERSED 

614 
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MONTH 

MAY 

COLORADO . BRADY ACT STATS FOR MAY 1997 
COMPILED ON 5/2/97 AT 11:3o AM 

APPROVED PERCENT DENIED PERCENT 

CAUSE FOR DENIAL SUMMARY 

TOTAL 

3.G9S 

MAY 

RESTRAINT 
HOMICIDE 
KIDNAPPING 
SEXUAL ASSAULT 
ROBBERY 
ASSAULT 
B U R G U R Y 

DRUGS 
ALL OTHER 

TOTALS 

APPEALS 
MAY 

FOOTNOTE: 

ARRESTS CONVICTIONS 
FUGITIVE RESTRAINT 

0 
2 
1 
9 
4 

69 
15 
39 
56 

197 

RECEIVED 
71 

0 

0 

1 

0 
& 
2 
8 

13 

35 

REVERSED 
SS 

0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
3 

27 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

27 
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GLOSSARY 

Approvtrd 

AiTe.sl 

Conviction 

Denial 

Denied 

Fugitive 

No Teuton was found lo deny approval for thc handgun 
Iransactiun. 

An arrest record was found, lacking a finnl disposition, for 
wliich, if there were a conviction, would by law prohibit tiie 
person from possessing n firearm. 

A conviction record was found for a crime that, by federal law. 
proliibiis the person from possessing a fireami. 

The handgun transaction was denied. This means Ihc 
transaction was "disapproved" pursuant to Slate and Federal 
law. 

Reason was found to disapprove or to deny the handgun 
transaction. 

An active arrest warrTint was found for the person seeking to 
acqmre a handgun. T])e law prohibits a fugitive fVoni juslice 
from posses-sinfi a firearm. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

Director 
Washingion. D.C. 20530 

June 21 , 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Rahm Emanuel 

Assistant t o the President 

Bruce Reed 
Assistant to the President and 

Dir e c t o r , Domestic P o l i c y Council 
Mickey I b a r r a 
Assistant t o the President and 

Di r e c t o r of Intergovernmental A f f a i r s 

Maria Echaveste 
Assistant t o the President and 

Dir e c t o r of Public L i a i s o n 

Jose Cerda 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Domestic P o l i c y Council 

J 
Nicholas M. Gess 
D i r e c t o r of Intergovernmental A f f a i r s 
Department of Ju s t i c e 

Bradv Handgun Control A r t 

Enclosure 
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(!9ffire of tl̂ e t̂torne|j (ieneral 
BaBjjingtnn,lB. (H. 20530 

June 27, 1997 

Dear Law Enforcement Colleague: 

E a r l i e r today, the Supreme Court ruled that part of the 
Brady Handgun Control Act i s unconstitutional. Although we are 
disappointed i n the Court's decision, we must a l l abide by i t . 

A l l of you should understand that the Supreme Court's 
decision did not " s t r i k e down the Brady Act," "declare i t 
unconstitutional" or any one of a number of broad based and 
inaccurate statements that you may hear. Rather, the Court 
simply stated that, the federal government cannot require that 
state, county and municipal o f f i c i a l s conduct the checks provided 
fo r under the law u n t i l November 1998, at which time the National 
Instacheck System (NICS) w i l l become ef f e c t i v e . 

We know that the vast majority of concerned and e f f e c t i v e 
law enforcement o f f i c e r s i n t h i s country support and conduct 
background checks under the Brady Act, not because they are 
required, but because i t i s good law enforcement. Therefore, 
t h i s decision w i l l l i k e l y have l i t t l e impact on law enforcement. 
Those who wish to purchase a handgun from a licensed federal 
firearms dealer (FFL) must s t i l l complete a background check form 
under the Brady Act, and the FFL must forward that form to the 
chief law enforcement o f f i c e r (CLEO). As before, i f , a f t e r f i v e 
days, the CLEO has not advised the FFL not to transfer the 
handgun, the FFL may s e l l the handgun to the purchaser. 

The sole change occasioned by the Supreme Court decision i s 
that the CLEO i s no longer required by federal law to run the 
Brady background check. We expect and hope that the vast 
majority of law enforcement agencies i n America w i l l continue to 
run these checks v o l u n t a r i l y because they are saving l i v e s , 
keeping guns out of the hands of criminals and generally i n the 
best i n t e r e s t of law enforcement. We urge you to continue these 
checks. 

Since the Brady Act went into e f f e c t , over 250,000 felons, 
f u g i t i v e s and other prohibited persons have been denied handguns. 
We are making great strides i n reducing violent crime i n America 
and our f a i l u r e to keep up these Brady background checks w i l l 
seriously undermine a l l of our e f f o r t s i n t h i s regard. 
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We recognize that some CLEOs may s t i l l use the Court's 
decision as an excuse not to conduct Brady background checks. 
That would be most unfortunate for the people of t h i s country. 
I t i s j u s t common sense that we a l l keep doing whatever we can to 
keep guns from criminals. 

Please do not l e t America down. Please j o i n responsible law 
enforcement i n continuing to serve and protect the public. 

Sincerely, 

c 
Janet Reno 
Attorney General 

Robert E. Rubin 
Secretary of the Treasury 



FROM : 1 9 9 7 , 0 6 - 2 7 1 0 : 1 9 tt749 P . 0 1 / 0 4 
i 

ARAPAHOE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
5686 S. Court Place 

Litt leton, Colorado 80120-1200 

FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

JQSJE_CEBDA_ Date: June 7.1. I>.Q7 

OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POT.TCY Time: 10;15 a.in. 

From: PATRICK J". SULLIVAN, JR. SHirpTFP 
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_XX 797-4444 Sheriff's Administration 795-4702 
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ARAPAHOE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
5686 S. Court PI. • Littleton, Colorado 80120-1200 

PATRICK J. SULLIVAN JR.. SHERIFF 
(303) 795-4711 

PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING PAGES TO: 
NAME: New.9 Editors/News Directors 
FROM: S h e r i f f Patr-i nk J. Su l l i v a n . Tr 
DATE: iTune 27. 19 97 
TIME: 9:^0 n m 

Tot a l number of pages 6 , in c l u d i n g t h i s page. 

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASE CALL BACK AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. PHONE (303) 795-4702 

h E U L SEL'E^SE 

, COLORADO BRADY INflTAMT O^JV.ry 

This week the United States Supreme Court w i l l issue 16 landmark 
l e g a l r u l i n g s . Among those 16 i s the case i n v o l v i n g the Brady 
Handgun Purchaser Check mandated by Congress t o be performed by 
the Chief Law Enforcement O f f i c i a l (CLEO) f o r the j u r i s d i c t i o n 
where the r ^ i L A l i handgun purchase i s to occur. This i g a f e d e r a l 
law a p p l y i n g t o a l l 50 stat e s . Some stat e s , such as C a l i f o r n i a , 
already had a s t a t e law i n place r e q u i r i n g such a check plus a 
w a i t i n g p e r i o d . A st a t e was exempt from the Federal Brady Act i f 
i t had s t a t e l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t met Federal Brady Standards. 

Colorado had no such law and ther e f o r e would be subject t o a l l 
the p r o v i s i o n of the November 1993 Federal Brady Act r e q u i r i n g 
l o c a l CLEO's t o do the Brady Check f o r new r e t a i l handgun 
purchases i n t h e i r respective jurisdict-i.ons throughout Color,3ido. 

We, the County S h e r i f f s of Colorado, Inc. along w i t h D e tective 
Tony Lombard, Denver P.D.'s l e g i s l a t i v e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e approached 
the Speaker of the Colorado House Chuck' Berry and the President 
of the Senate Tom Norton w i t h the e x i s t i n g V i r g i n i a I n s t a n t Check 
Law t h a t met a l l the Federal Brady Check requirements. We asked 
Speaker Berry and President Norton to assign sponsors and f a s t 
t r a c k a Colorado law through the Colorado L e g i s l a t u r e t o be i n 
place by. the time the Federal Brady Check law became e f f e c t i v e on 
February 28, 1994". 

Aocr«dlt»d by lhe CommlBBJon on Accreditation (or Law Enfo/oomonf Ageflclai. AmoricAn Corrtcilenal Aaflociaiii o n A n d N n t i i ^ n a l r . n m m l . . l n n w,m r ^ r . 
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News Editors/News Directors 
June 27, 1997 
Page 2 

Please f i n d a copy of House B i l l 94-1276 by Representative David 
Owen and Senator Jim Rizzuto signed i n t o law on Saturday, 
February 26, 19 94, by Governor Roy Romer i n your o f f i c e which was 
mailed t o your Editor/Nev/a D i r e c t o r e a r l i e r t h i s week. 

We, t h e r e f o r e , t h i n k the e f f o r t s of the County S h e r i f f s of 
Colorado, Inc., Tony Lombard of Denver P. D., Speaker Berry and 
President Norton w i t h sponsorship of the b i l l by Representative 
Owen and Senator Rizzuto avoided a f e d e r a l mandate on the CLEO's 
of Colorado, but s t i l l accomplished what the Federal Brady Act 
intended. Only 2 3 states are now a f f e c t e d by the Federal Brady 
Background check by l o c a l CLEO's. 

We f e e l t h a t today's Supreme Court 5-4 decision probably does not 
have any impact on the Colorado Brady I n s t a n t Check Program 
operated by the Colorado Bureau of I n v e s t i g a t i o n since Colorado 
passed i t s own law t h a t does not mandate background checks bv 
CLEO's. 

We support our Colorado In s t a n t Check as a r a t i o n a l approach t o 
t a k i n g e f f e c t i v e steps t o keep handguns out of the hands of 
p r o h i b j t f t r i i n d i v i d u a l s . Those who say c r i m i n a l s w i l l not t r y t o 
buy a handgun over the counter i n a r e t a i l establishment are very 
wrong. See the 1996 CBI Colorado In s t a n t Check r e s u l t s enclosed 
to prove t h i s p o i n t . I n 1996 i n Colorado, the Colnr;.Hn R̂ ;,Hy 
I n s t a n t Ch^Ok Program StODPRd T^rnhlbit^d inH-ivldn^lR from 
gurchasinq a handQUn over the cnuntPr- • 185 nf tho.gp nrohiHihorj 
i n d i v i d u a l s We,re P^ibiect t o r e s t r a i n i ng' ord̂ T-.c,. moat i .g.ciUPH m1^ 

Domestic VioJencg cafff^.q. The Colorado Brady I n s t a n t Check i s 
working i n Colorado. 

We as a nation, a state and local j u r i s d i c t i o n s must face up to 
the t r a g i c t o l l handguns are taking in our society p a r t i c u l a r l y 
among our youth. We hope the Colorado Brady Instant Check 
Program survives the standards that may come down from the U S 
Supreme Court t h i s week. I t ' s a rational approach that does not 
bar law abiding c i t i z e n s the immediate opportunity, upon 
completion of Insta Check, to purchase a handgun for s e l f 
protection or to protect thair family, guests or employees. 
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News Editors/News Directors 
June 27, 1997 
Page 3 

For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n contact S h e r i f f Pat J. S u l l i v a n , J r . , 
Chairman, Congressional A f f a i r s Committee, Na t i o n a l S h e r i f f s ' 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 3 03-795-4701. 
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1120 CONNECnCLTT AVENUE, N. W., SUITE 930 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 ^ S S S ^ ^ ^ S CHUCK WEXLER 
PHONE: (202) 466-7820 U T U T U T W EXECLfTTVE D/XECTOR 

TTY: (202) 466-2670 

POLICE EXECUTIVE 
RESEARCH FORUM 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE; June 27, 1997 
CONTACT: Martha Plotkin 202/466-7820 ext. 232 or Ellen Painter 202/466-7820 ext. 248 

POLICE CHIEFS WILL VOLUNTARILY CONDUCT BRADY 
BACKGROUND CHECKS AFTER SUPREME COURT RULING 

Washington, DC—The Police Executive Research Fomm (PERF) in response to today's 

Supreme Court decision on the Brady law announced that it will continue to support 

voluntary background checks of prospective gun purchasers.While the Court ruled that the 

federal govemment could not mandate police chiefs to make reasonable efforts to conduct 

background checks on people who buy handguns from federally licensed dealers, many 

law enforcement leaders in affected states are already organizing to do the background 

checks voluntarily. 

According to PERF Executive Director Chuck Wexler, 22 PERF member police agencies 

in eight ofthe 22 affected states have already voiced their commitment to voluntaxily 

continue background checks so long as the immunity provisions ofthe Brady law still 

apply to their conducting these checks, they maintain access to the national criminal record 

system, and no other state or federal prohibitions apply. In some states such as Arkansas, 

Arizona. South Carolina, Kentucky and Ohio, a state agency conducts the Brady 

background checks for local police agencies, which means police chiefs will be waiting to 

see how those state agencies decide to act, except in the few instances in which local police 

departments have existing ordinances to conduct the checks on their own. Chiefs are, of 

course, counting on the fact that the federal government still mandates federally licensed 

firearms dealers to submit background requests to their police agencies. 

"Compared with the resource investment required to conduct a gun-related homicide 

investigation—not to mention the immeasurable human costs of gun violence—the 
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investment that police agencies must make to conduct background checks is very 

reasonable," remarked Chief Ellen Hanson of Lenexa, Kansas. Hanson is a member of 

PERF"s board of directors and one of the 22 PERF member chiefs who have committed to 

continuing background checks even though they are no longer required to do so. 

PERF joined several other national law enforcement groups in an amicus brief to the Court 

in support ofthe Brady law because they know the decision has national impact beyond the 

22 "Brady states." Police chiefs know that the Brady background checks provide the kind 

of national approach needed to address a gun violence problem that is exacerbated by 

uneven responses among the states. 

Evidence shows the Brady law's extraordinary success. According to the Justice 

Department's Bureau of Justice Statistics, in the first 28 months after Brady was enacted, 

more than 186,000 illegal gun sales were blocked by background checks, and it is 

estimated that more than 70 percent of blocked purchase attempts each month involve 

indicted or convicted felons. 

"Police'know that it makes no sense to allow felons and purchasers ineligible because of 

mental illness, domestic violence convictions or other gun possession prohibitions to walk 

into a gun shop and get a gun—no background check required." said PERF Executive 

Director Chuck Wexler. "Brady checks may not be a panacea for the nation's gun violence 

problem, but it is a tremendous step in the right direction—a step police are unwilling to 

abandon." 

PERF is a DC-based think tank and membership organization of progressive police chiefs 

and criminal justice professionals who serve more than 40 percent ofthe nation S 

population. Tlie organization is committed to improving police practices through research, 

nadonai leadership and debate. 



International 

Union of Police 
Associations 

TO: Kyle Green FAX #: 202-456-7431 
FROM: Rich Roberts, Public Infonnation Officer PHONE: 703-549-7473 
DATE: June 27. 1997 
RE. Brady Decision 

The Executive Committee of ttie Intemational Union of PoUce Associations was 
disappointed in the Supreme Court ruling strildng down the requirement that local pohce mn 
background checks on prospective gun buyers. They stated that while sympathetic with the 
additional administrative burden that some law enforcement executives may feel Js imposed by the 
background check requirement, it is not unreasonable as an interim measure until the federal 
government can implement a national system of instant checks. Accordmg to the police umon 
leaders it is not only in the interest ofthe general public safety to reduce the number of weapons 
available to convicted criminals, it is also in the interest ofthe safety of the rank and file law 
enforcemem officers who must face those criminals on a daily basis. 

They were equally pleased that the court chose to not address the issue of a waiting period 
and expressed the hope that by maintaining the waiting period and improving the speed with 
which background checks can be made, further progress can be made in reducing the availability 
of handguns to criminals. The I.U.P.A. Executive Committee is made up of senior umon officials, 
all of whom are retired career law enforcement officers. All union members are active duty, full 
time field level law enforcement personnel. 

10 "d 8^06 m m. "ON xyj m\ w n'li m LQ-tz-mr 



June 27, 1997 

Dear Law Enforcement Colleague: 

E a r l i e r today, the Supreme Court r u l e d t h a t part of the 
Brady Handgun Control Act i s u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . Although we are 
disappointed i n the Court's d e c i s i o n , we must a l l abide by i t . 

A l l of you should understand t h a t the Supreme Court's 
d e c i s i o n d i d not " s t r i k e down the Brady Act," "declare i t 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l " or any one of a number of broad based and 
inaccurate statements t h a t you may hear. Rather, the Court 
simply st a t e d t h a t the f e d e r a l government cannot require t h a t 
s t a t e , county and municipal o f f i c i a l s conduct the checks provided 
f o r under the law u n t i l November 1998, at which time the National 
Instacheck System (NICS) w i l l become e f f e c t i v e . 

We know t h a t the vast m a j o r i t y of concerned and e f f e c t i v e 
law enforcement o f f i c e r s i n t h i s country support and conduct 
background checks under the Brady Act, not because they are 
re q u i r e d , but because i t i s good law enforcement. Therefore, 
t h i s d e c i s i o n w i l l l i k e l y have l i t t l e impact on law enforcement. 
Those who wish t o purchase a handgun from a licensed f e d e r a l 
f irearms dealer (FFL) must s t i l l complete a background check form 
under the Brady Act, and the FFL must forward t h a t form t o the 
c h i e f law enforcement o f f i c e r (CLEO). As before, i f , a f t e r f i v e 
days, the CLEO has not advised the FFL not t o t r a n s f e r the 
handgun, the FFL may s e l l the handgun t o the purchaser. 

The sole change occasioned by the Supreme Court dec i s i o n i s 
t h a t the CLEO i s no longer r e q u i r e d by f e d e r a l law t o run the 
Brady background check. We expect and hope t h a t the vast 
m a j o r i t y of law enforcement agencies i n America w i l l continue t o 
run these checks v o l u n t a r i l y because they are saving l i v e s , 
keeping guns out of the hands of c r i m i n a l s and gen e r a l l y i n the 
best i n t e r e s t of law enforcement. We urge you t o continue these 
checks. 

Since the Brady Act went i n t o e f f e c t , over 250,000 fel o n s , 
f u g i t i v e s and other p r o h i b i t e d persons have been denied handguns. 
We are making great s t r i d e s i n reducing v i o l e n t crime i n America 
and our f a i l u r e t o keep up these Brady background checks w i l l 
s e r i o u s l y undermine a l l of our e f f o r t s i n t h i s regard. 



We recognize t h a t some CLEOs may s t i l l use the Court's 
d e c i s i o n as an excuse not t o conduct Brady background checks. 
That would be most unfortunate f o r the people of t h i s country. 
I t - i s j u s t common sense t h a t we a l l keep doing whatever we can t o 
keep guns from c r i m i n a l s . 

Please do not l e t America down. Please j o i n responsible law 
enforcement i n continuing t o serve and p r o t e c t the p u b l i c . 

Sincerely, 

Janet Reno 
Attorney General 

Robert E. Rubin 
Secretary of the Treasury 



POLICE 
FOUNDATION 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 27, 1996 

CONTACT: Mary Malina 
(202)833-1460 

WASHINGTON, DC—In the wake of today's Supreme Court decision to strike down the Brady 

Law's background check provisions, the Police Foundation, a private, independent, nonprofit 

organization dedicated to supporting innovation and improvement in policing, urges law 

enforcement agencies to continue to conduct these checks on a voluntaiy basis. 

Police Foundation President Hubert Williams said, "The Brady Law works. Since the law 

went into effect on Febiaiary 29,1994, background checks have stopped nearly 250,000 

convicted felons and other prohibited purchasers from buying a handgun. Every day 157 felons 

were stopped from buying handguns because of Brady background checks." 

Prior to the enactment of the Brady Law, in 32 states, anyone including convicted felons, 

domestic abusers, the mentally ill, or juveniles could walk into a gun store, fill out a form, and 

walk out with a gun. 

"For 6 years, America's law enforcement community worked tirelessly for passage ofthe 

Brady Law, and believes that background checks have reduced gun crime in America. It is our 

hope that law enforcement will continue to employ this important tool in its arsenal against crime 

and violence," said Williams. 

-0-



The Law Enforcement Steering Committee 
1001 22nd St., N.W., Suite 200 
Washington, D.C. 200.̂ 7 

FOR IMMEDlAl E RELEASE 
June 27, 1997 

CONTACT: Mary Malina (202) 833-1460 or 
Walt Wallmark (202) 433-9230 

Representing 

Policing in 

America 

WASHINGTON DC—In the wake of today's Supreme Court's decision to strike down thc Brady 
Law's background check provision, the Law Enforcement Steering Committee (LESC), a coalition of 
nine national law enforcement organizations, said it will encourage law enforcement to conduct these 
checks voluntarily since they have proven to be an effective tool in curbing crime. 

Hubert Williams, the President ofthe Police Foundation and Chairman ofthe LESC, said, "Brady 
Law background'checks are not an onerous burden law enforcement. Law enforcement has long been 
willing to conduct background checks to keep guns out of die wrong hands." 

Law enforcement supports the Brady Law because it is working. Since the law went into effect on 
Febmary 29 1994, background checks have stopped nearly 250,000 convicted felons and other 
prohibited purchasers from buying a handgun. That means every day 157 felons were stopped from 
buying handguns. 

"These and other statistics confirm what America's law enforcement community has always 
believed," said Hubert Williams, "that the Brady Law will reduce gun crime in America. The law is 
an important tool in law enforcement's arsenal against crime and violence." 

The Brady Law has effectively ended the honor system by which guns were sold over the counter. 
Prior to the enactment ofthe Brady Law, in 32 states, any individual already prohibited from 
possessing a gun, including convicted felons, domestic abusers, the mentally ill or juveniles, could 
walk into a gun store, fill out a form and walk out with a gun. 

LESC stresses that the Brady Law is sound, effective and rational public policy. It addresses one of 
the most serious conditions we face as a society; a level of violence that affects the safety and well 
being of our citizens and of the police themselves. 

Founded in 1985, the Law Enforcement Steering Committee is a nonpartisan coalition of national 
law enforcemem groups representing over 500.000 police practitioners. Comprised ofthe Federal 
Law Enforcement Officers Association, the Fratemal Order of Police, the International Brotherhood 
of Pol ice Officers, Major Cities Chiefs, the National Association of Police Organizations, the 
National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, the National Troopers Coalition, the 
Police Executive Research Forum, and the Police Foundation, LESC embodies an unprecedented 
cooperative effort among law enforcement research organizations and police management and labor 
organizations. 
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Please note new LESC address effective July I , 1997: 
1201 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 200 

Washington.D.C. 20036 

Steerinf; Comminee 
Members 
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NalioniJ Troopm CoaUlion 
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®IACPNEW 
Inlirnailgnal Aiioclillon ol ChltU of Polic* / sis N. Wtthlngton Slreol / Alaiindrll, VlrQlnJl 22314-2357 / 703 H8.87S7 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: SARA JO! INiiON 
FRIDAY. JUNE 26.1997 703/836-6767 

.SllPKhMI-:(;(HIKrRlll.lN(i 
ON THE BRADY LAW 

ALEXANDRIA. VIRGINIA - lACP President Darrell L. Sanders, Chief of Police in 

Fmnkforl, Illinois, issued llic foUowinji statement today in tlic wake of Uic U.S. Supreme Court 

ruling on the Brady Law: 

"Members of (lie International Association of Chiefs of Police have kuowii for decades 
that roquiriiig handgun purchasers to uuJergo baclcground checks ond uniting periods Is 
good policing fliid good crime prevention. 

It is this view that prompted our support for thc Drady Act and >re certainly have been 
pIoAscd witk tho results that have been achieved since its cunctmcnt. 

Today's Supreme Court decision strikes down the law's mandatory requirement but 
allows for law enforcement to continue to conduct Brady checks. 

I know that police chiefs around thc country will continue tn conduct ttipxr: r.iirr.kt in 
lai'ge numbers, wherever aud wliuMcver (hey cau. 

WP. look forward to working with thc President and members of his Administration along 
with leaders iu the House and Senate tn find way.< to encourage greatp.r u.«e nf tim 
hupurlant niid valuable pruvisluns uf this law in thc weeks and months ahead.*' 

I he lntemalion.ll As.socintion of Chiefs of Police is thc world's oldest ond largest non­

profit organization of police executives. Established in 1893, the lACP has iiiuie than 16,000 

memlwr."! in 9'̂ . connlries. 
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LINDA UPSETT 

NAPO REACTS TO SUPREME COURT DECISION 
CALLS FOR VOLUNTARY BACKGROUND CHECKS 

WASHINGTON, DC-The National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO) voiced its 
concem over today's Supreme Court decision to strike down thc Brady Law's background 
check provision, and said that it will encourage law enforcement to continue to conduct these 
checks on a voluntary basis. 

"NAPO fought hard for background checks on handgun purchasers," said Robert T. Scully, 
Executive Director. "It does not create an extra burden on our law enforcement officers — it 
helps to save their lives, and the lives of the citizens they are sworn to protect." 

"According to the Justice Department, to date, background checks authorized under tlie Brady 
Law have stopped more than 250,000 prohibited purchasers from buying handguns, including 
157 felons everyday," continued Scully. 

"The police of this country fight the daily battle against crime and put our lives on the line all 
in a day's work. NAPO calls for the continued use of background checks by all police 
departments affected by this ruling on a voluntary basis to help our officers in their fight 
against crime," said Scully. 

Today's Supreme Court decision directly affects 23 states (Brady States) who have been 
operating background checks under the Brady Law, but does not affect 28 other states (Brady 
Alternates) which conduct their background checks under stote laws. 

The ruling appears not to have affected the "waiting period" in the 23 "Brady States" which 
was designed to give law enforcement officers the time they need to conduct background 
checks, and also serves as a "cooling off period" for handgun purchasers. The National 
Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) is scheduled to be fiilly operational by 
November 30, 1998, however, many states have not yet made their computerized criminal 
history records available through the Interstate Identification Index (111). 

"NAPO also calls forthe swifl cooperation of all states to make their computerized criminal 
history records available through the Interstate Identification Index," said Scully. 

The National Association of Police Organizations ( N A P O ) is a coalition of police unions and 
associations from across the United States that serves to advance the interests of America's 
law enforcement officers tiirough legislative and legal advocacy, political action and 
education. Founded in 1978, NAPO now represents 4,000 police organizations and nearly 
200.000 swom law enforcement officers. 
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NATIONAL FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE 
DOWNPLAYS BRADY DECISION 

Today's Supreme Court decision overturning die Brady Law on the basis that it violates JheJendJ 
Amendmen? will have very limited impact on public safety and law enforcement efforts to prevent 
criminals from illegally obtoining firearms. 

"The battle to ensure that criminals do not obtain weapons from Federally licensed firearms dealers will 
J on " « id G X I ^ ^ ^ ^ National President ofthe Fratemal Order of Police. "We urge the 
go on. said G ' j ^ « r ' ^ o u l d portray this decision as either a great victory 
'or a'gre^i^^^^^^^^^ Sl̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ It is Seithe^-if s just a little bump in the road to 
sane firearms policy." 

Tlie Fratemal Order of Police played a pivotal role in the debate and eventual adoption f ^h^ Brady 
and wfrema n committed to the merits of that legislation. Its passage caused many \ « f ; P ^ ' / ; ] ^ 5 ' 
T Z mScoovZns States with high violent crime rates to recognize the value of what the Brady L^w 
s S ^ d l S guns out of he hands of criminals. To this end. many States have already moved to 
S ne^i level S B^Sy--"instant check" systems-a more efficient and less costly way to accomplish the 
aims of the Brady Law. 

U w enforcement officers are not compelled to make "Brady checks"-but they can. Several States have 
^r'adfSmmitted to contin doing Brady checks, today's decisipn norvv.thstanding. fhe waiting 
period to purchase fireamis is still in place, as are the rules regarding the ^J'̂ Pl'̂ ^*^" ^^^f;^^^*'^^ 
foJ^s " -niis decision, therefore, affects a very narrow population-thosc from smaller, less populous 
States with significantly less violent crime. 

The Fraternal Order of Police remains committed to die intent of Brady Law and our attô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
be studying the decision announced today. Further action wdl be cons'dered by the F.O.P. National 
Board at the 53rd Biennial Conference in Orlando, Flonda, August 3rd.6tli. 

"Wbile other organizations may try to maximize the effect of this decision for political ^nds through 
strident rhetoricfthe Fraternal Order of Police maintains that it will have a very mimmd reâ  effect on 
public safety. We remain committed to working toward a safer America for our o^^^s and our 
families, and toward reasonable measures which will help us achieve that goal, said Gallcgos. 

The Fraternal Order of Police is the largest organization of law enforcement professionals in the 

United States, with over 278,000 members. 



SIGNING OF THE DRUG-FREE COMMUNITIES ACT OF 1997 

Today, the President will be joined by General McCaffrey, Secretary Shalala, Members of Congress, 
and leaders of community anti-drug organizations to sign the Drug-Free Communities Act of 1997. 
At this Roosevelt Room event, the President will also reiterate his commitment to a thorough public 
health review ofthe tobacco settlement. Secretary Shalala and Domestic Policy Advisor Bruce Reed 
will be opening the press briefing later in the day. 

DRUG-FREE COMMUNITIES ACT OF 1997 

The Drug-Free Communities Act represents a targeted effort by Congress to rechannel existing 
federal drug-control money into community-based programs focused on preventing and treating 
teenage substance abuse. The measure, authored by Congressman Rob Portman (R-OH) and 
orginally co-sponsored by Congressman Sandy Levin (D-MI), Congressman Hastert (R-IL), and 
Congressman Rangel (R-NY), engendered broad bipartisan support as evidenced by a 420-1 vote in 
the House and Senate passage by voice vote. The measure represents a significant collaboration 
between Congressman Portman and the Office of National Drug Control Policy which has resulted 
in a strong Congressional endorsement of community-based drug prevention programs. 

The measure will authorize the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) to spend up to 
$143.5 million over five years ($10 million in FY'98 with increasing amounts in each fiscal year 
cuhnmating in $43.5 million for FY 2002) to support long-term, community-based substance abuse 
programs that meet the following criteria: 

1) programs must show a comprehensive approach and community-wide 
leadership and commitment for reducing and preventing drug abuse; 

2) programs must develop a self-evaluation process and raise fiands to match the 
federal grant dollar for dollar (grants are capped at $100,000); 

3) programs must maintain substantial volunteer involvement fi-om youth, 
parents, schools, religious leaders, police officials and others; and 

4) programs must develop and demonstrate financial support that will continue 
after the federal grant is expended. 

The bill would establish an 11-member commission to advise the Director of ONDCP on the 
design and implementation of the grant program established by the bill. The members ofthe 
commission wall be appointed by the President and must have a demonstrated interest and 
expertise in substance abuse reduction programs. 



President Clinton: 
Building Stronger Communities by Combatting Drug Use 

Historic and Hiph Profile Anti-Drug Strategy 

The largest anti-drug budgets ever. Year-in and year-out. President Clinton has 
proposed the largest anti-drug budgets ever, including this year's proposed $16 billion. 
[ONnCP The National Drue Control Strategy. 1997: Budget Summary. 19971 

Elevated the Drug Czar to a Cabinet Position. President Clinton is the first President 
to make the Director of National Drug Control Policy a Cabinet position. 
[U.P.I. 7/1/1993] He appointed four-star general, Bany McCaffi-ey, to lead our nation's fight 
against drugs. 

Developed a comprehensive National Drug Control Strategy that will reduce illegal 
drug use through law enforcement, prevention, treatment, interdiction and intemational 
efforts. [Office of National Drug Control Strategy (ONDCP), National Drug Control Strategy. 19971 

Protecting Our Children from Drugs and Violence 

Targeting young people with anti-drug messages. The President's proposed FY 98 
budget funds a $175 million national advertising campaign that would rely on high-impact, 
anti-drug television ads to educate young people on the dangers of illegal drug use. 
[ONDCP. The National Drup Control Strategy. 1997: Budget Summary. 19971 

Strengthened and expanded the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act. 
The President's proposed FY 98 budget contains a $60 million increase for Safe and 
Drug-Free Schools Program, which reaches 97% of the nation's school districts. Schools 
use these fiinds to keep violence, drugs and alcohol away fi-om students and out of 
gf.hnnk [ONnrP The National Drug Control Strategy. 1997: Budget Summary. 19971 

Proposed funding for 1,000 after-school initiatives in communities across the 
country. The President's Anti-Gang and Youth Violence Strategy will help keep schools 
open late, on weekends and in the summer so young people will stay off the streets and 
out of trouble. 

Getting Tough on Drug-Relflted Crime 

Putting 100,000 new community police on our streets. The President's plan represents 
the federal govemment's biggest commitment ever to local law enforcement. 

Mandatory drug testing of state prisoners and parolees as a condition of parole. 
President Clinton fought for and signed legislation requiring states to dmg test parolees 
so that they can send them back to prison if they get back on dmgs. [Omnibus Consolidated 
Appropriation Act. 1997, P.L. 104-208, Signed 9/30/96] 



Targeting gangs with new prosecutors and tougher penalties as part ofthe President's 
Anti-Gang and Youth Violence Strategy. The President's strategy increases penalties for 
selling dmgs to kids and using kids to sell dmgs. 

Expanding drug courts. The Clinton Administration has established dmg courts across 
the country because they have proven effective in breaking the cycles of dmgs and crime. 
The President's FY 98 budget increases funding for this program by 150% over last year's 
fimding. [ONDCP. The National Dmg Control Strategy. 1997: Budget Summary. 1997] 

Developed a comprehensive strategy to combat the trafficking and abuse of 
methamphetamine, one of the country's most dangerous drugs. The President fought 
for and signed legislation that increases penalties for trafficking in meth and those 
chemicals used to produce meth. [Comprehensive Methamphetamine Control Act of 1996, P.L. 104-
237. 10/3/96] And the strategy worked. In the eight cities where meth use had been 
skyrocketing, it declined substantially in 1996. [National Institute of Justice's Drug Use Forecasting 
Program, 1996] 

Stopping Drugs at the Border 

Drug seizures are up. The Clinton Administration has increased seizures of marijuana 
by 50% - fi-om 787,523 pounds in 1992 to 1,163,989 pounds in 1996. And seizures of 
heroin are up 32% -fi-om 1,157 kilograms in 1992 to 1,524 kilograms in 1996. pEA's 
FDSS Report, 3/11/97] 

More border patrol agents than ever. There are now over 6,000 Border Patrol Agents 
stemming the flow of crime and dmgs over the border. This represents an increase of 
over 70% since 1993. [Federal News Service, Prepared Testimony of Commissioner Doris Meissner. 
Immigration and Naturalization Services, 4/10/97] 

Stopping drug smugglers. In 1996 the Clinton Administration implemented "Zorro II ," 
an effort to shut down a cocaine trafficking partnership between the Call mafia and a 
major Mexican mafia trafficking organization. The results: 156 suspects arrested; 5,500 
kilograms of cocaine and 1,000 pounds of marijuana seized; and several million dollars 
o f dmg proceeds seized. [ONDCP. The National Dmg Control strategy. 1997: Budget Summary. 1997] 

Part of a Strategy that's Working 

Crime rates have dropped for five straight years. For five years before President 
Clinton took office, violent crime was increasing in America. The President's anti-crime 
strategy has helped reverse this trend —and violent crime has now dropped five years in 
a row. [FBI. Uniform Crime Report. 1/5/97] 



CLINTON ADMINISTRATION OUTLINES TOBACCO S E T T L E M E N T R E V I E W PROCESS 

Today, during the signing ofthe Safe and Dmg-Free Communities Act, President Clinton reiterated his 
commitment to a rigorous public health review of the proposed settlement. The President also announced that 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna E. Shalala and Domestic Policy Advisor Bmce Reed will lead 
the comprehensive analysis. 

Public Health Review 

As President Clinton said today, the Administration's preliminary analysis will be conducted by four 
interdepartmental review panels. Each panel will include representatives from the Domestic Policy Council 
(DPC)'and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Where appropriate, each of them will also 
include representatives of other federal agencies, such as the Departments of Treasury, Justice, Labor, 
Agriculture, Veterans' Affairs, Interior, and Defense, the (Jeneral Services Administration, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency. The four panels will focus on four key areas: 

Regulatory Issues. The regulatory panel vAll primarily review the elements in the proposed settlement affecting 
FDA jurisdiction. The panel will also examine issues surrounding environmental tobacco smoke. 

Program and Budget Issues. The program and budget panel will look at proposed uses of settiement fiands, 
including the anti-smoking advertising campaign, grassroots programs, smoking cessation, and any issues that 
involve research on nicotine, tobacco and health, and smoking cessation. 

Legal Issues. The legal panel will examine issues around liability, enforcement, compliance, and the disposition 
of tobacco industry documents. 

Industry Issues. The industry issues panel v^U examine the settlement's proposed targets, penalties and 
incentives; evaluate potential intemational impacts of the settlement; and conduct an economic analysis. 

President Clinton's Plan to Reduce Youth Tobacco Use 

On August 23, 1996, President Clinton announced the nation's first-ever comprehensive program to protect 
children fi-om the dangers of tobacco and a lifetime of nicotine addiction. The President's program was laimched 
with the pubHcation ofthe Food and Dmg Administration's (FDA) final mle on tobacco and children, and with 
FDA's initiation of a process to require tobacco companies to educate children and adolescents ~ using a national 
multi-media campaign ~ about the dangers of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco. The first provisions ofthe rule -
- making 18 the age for the purchase of tobacco products nationwide and requiring photo IDs for anyone under 
age 27 ~ became effective Febmary 28, 1997. The President's comprehensive and coordinated plan is intended 
to reduce tobacco use by children and adolescents by 50 percent in seven years. This ambitious initiative will 
work to accomplish this objective while preserving the availability of tobacco products for adults. The proposed 
tobacco settlement will be evaluated within this framework to evaluate whether it meets the President's 
objectives. 

Working Toward Our Fundamental Goal 

As the President has said, protecting the public health ~ and particularly our children's health ~ is and has always 
been our primary concem. We know that nearly 3,000 young people become regular smokers each day, and 
nearly 1,000 of these children and adolescents will die early from their use of tobacco products. We must do 
everything in our power to dramatically reduce smoking by young people because they deserve a life free from 
the disease that comes with using tobacco. 


