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THE W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1994 

Welcome t o the White House f o r our crime leadership b r i e f i n g . 
I am d e l i g h t e d t h a t you have come here t o discuss s o l u t i o n s t o the 
epidemic of violence t h a t i s g r i p p i n g America. 

My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s a n t i - c r i m e i n i t i a t i v e i s intended t o help 
give Americans the freedom from fear t h a t i s e s s e n t i a l t o our nation's 
s e c u r i t y and p r o s p e r i t y . The problem of violenc e , i n one way or 
another, a f f e c t s every i n d i v i d u a l i n every community i n America. I 
know t h a t you are committed t o r e p l a c i n g people's fears w i t h s a f e t y , 
s a n i t y , and a sense of values, and I b e l i e v e my crime i n i t i a t i v e c a l l s 
f o r the tough and f a i r approach our country needs t o meet t h i s goal. 

This i n i t i a t i v e c a l l s f o r more funding f o r l o c a l law enforcement 
so t h a t we can h i r e more p o l i c e o f f i c e r s t o p a t r o l our neighborhoods 
and b o l s t e r e f f e c t i v e community-based p o l i c i n g techniques. I t c a l l s 
f o r l i f e imprisonment f o r repeat offenders who commit a t h i r d v i o l e n t 
crime, more money f o r drug treatment f o r c r i m i n a l a d d i c t s , and boot 
camps f o r f i r s t - t i m e nonviolent offenders. F i n a l l y , we need t o b u i l d 
on the Brady Law and take f u r t h e r steps t o keep guns out of the hands 
of c r i m i n a l s . 

Prevention of crime and violence also requires t h a t we confront 
the fundamental causes at t h e i r r o o t s . That i s why my A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
has undertaken many i n i t i a t i v e s -- such as job t r a i n i n g , w e l f a r e and 
h e a l t h reform, the Safe Schools Act, and Empowerment Zones -- t h a t , 
enacted together, w i l l help r e b u i l d d i s t r e s s e d communities, strengthen 
f a m i l i e s , and provide work. 

Only through shared r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and a w i l l i n g n e s s t o change 
can we t u r n the t i d e on t h i s wave of violence i n America. Working 
together as e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s , community leaders, law enforcement 
o f f i c e r s , teachers, parents, and concerned c i t i z e n s , we can pursue 
an e f f e c t i v e s t r a t e g y t o make our schools, our s t r e e t s , our neigh­
borhoods, and our communities safe again and t o ensure a b r i g h t e r 
tomorrow f o r a l l our c i t i z e n s . Thank you f o r your p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
and your support. 
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STATEMENT OF CALEB SHIELDS, CHAIRMAN 
ASSINIBOINE AND SIOUX TRIBES 

OF THE FORT PECK RESERVATION 
POPLAR, MONTANA 

MARCH 24, 1994 

As Chairman of the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation, 
Poplar Montana I would like to thank President Clinton, Vice President Gore and the White 
House staff for the opportunity to participate in this briefing today. 

Law enforcement and crime control on the Fort Peck Reservation is a great concern. 
In particular, we are interested in new initiatives to prevent crime especially amongst our 
juveniles. The only true way to handle crime is to prevent crime and the only way to 
prevent crime is to provide opportunities and hope to our youth. Juvenile crime is not 
caused by one problem, but instead by several problems ranging from poverty, substance 
abuse, physical abuse, and learning disorders. Thus, we must begin to address the issue 
holistically, looking after all of the needs of our children. Hopefully, through some of these 
programs we can reach these children before they become criminals. 

We also support increased funding for community law enforcement. The Fort Peck 
Reservation is over 2 million acres in the northeastern corner of Montana. It has a resident 
population of approximately 10,000. Currently, we only have 14 police officers. Thus, any 
increase in law enforcement personnel funding would greatly assist us in our endeavors to 
ensure the safety and security of our members. 

We are encouraged that the President also sees these types of programs as the key 
to addressing the root of the crime problem. However, we are concerned that it was only 
through the efforts of Senators Inouye, DeConcini and McCain that tribes were ensured a 
portion of the grants authorized in the Omnibus Crime bill that passed the Senate last 
November. And unfortunately the House Omnibus Crime Bill-H.R. 4092-does not make 
tribes eligible for the authorized grant programs. We are told that a floor amendment may 
be offered to address this problem. We ask the Clinton-Gore Administration to support this. 

Tribal governments must fulfill the same obligations to our citizens as states and cities 
fulfill for their citizens. We ask that the Administration also recognizes this obligation and 
include tribes in every new initiative that it proposes in this area. Sometimes our 
congressional members include tribes in these programs, but sometimes not. We should be 
able to assume that we are included. 



Due to the unique circumstances of the criminal jurisdiction in Indian Country, major 
crimes committed on most Indian reservations are prosecuted through the federal court 
system. Thus, any change to stiffen the federal sentencing provisions would have a 
disproportionate affect on Indian people. For this reason, we strongly support the provision 
in the both the House and Senate crime bills that gives each tribe the opportunity to decide 
whether or not to adopt the death penalty provisions of the bill to its reservation. We also 
fully support the provisions in the House Crime bill that provide tribes with the same "opt 
in" opportunity for the "three strikes your out" provision and the juvenile treated as adult 
provisions. These provisions, introduced by Congressman Synar and adopted by the House, 
are important not only for the maintenance of tribal sovereignty-but also because without 
these provisions there would be an unnecessary and unintended disproportionate impact 
upon Indian people. 

Finally, we want to encourage the Administration to seek and support full funding for 
the Indian Tribal Justice Act passed in the last session of Congress. A fully developed and 
equipped tribal court system is necessary for tribes to operate an equal and fair criminal 
justice system. 

Caleb Shields, Chairman 
Assiniboine and Sioisc Tribes 
of the Fort Peck Reservation 
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March 24, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR STEVE HILTON 

From: Chris Lin 
Subject: Members of Congress 

The following Members of Congress will be present at the 3/24 Crime Leadership Briefing: 

(̂ Karen Shepherd, D-UT 
y/Sam Coppersmith, D-AZ 

JUreft-EnghshrB-AZ \ [ '̂ 
TtTTrBttbiay, D-NV ' 

\^''Tom Barrett, D-WI 

^ V&\e^ {oJiTLt^K^ 
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STATEMENT OF CALEB SHIELDS, CHAIRMAN 
ASSINIBOINE AND SIOUX TRIBES 

OF THE FORT PECK RESERVATION 
POPLAR, MONTANA 

MARCH 24, 1994 

As Chairman of the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation, 
Poplar Montana I would like to thank President Clinton, Vice President Gore and the White 
House staff for the opportunity to participate in this briefing today. 

Law enforcement and crime control on the Fort Peck Reservation is a great concern. 
In particular, we are interested in new initiatives to prevent crime especially amongst our 
juveniles. The only true way to handle crime is to prevent crime and the only way to 
prevent crime is to provide opportunities and hope to our youth. Juvenile crime is not 
caused by one problem, but instead by several problems ranging from poverty, substance 
abuse, physical abuse, and learning disorders. Thus, we must begin to address the issue 
holistically, looking after all of the needs of our children. Hopefully, through some of these 
programs we can reach these children before they become criminals. 

We also support increased funding for community law enforcement. The Fort Peck 
Reservation is over 2 million acres in the northeastern corner of Montana. It has a resident 
population of approximately 10,000. Currently, we only have 14 police officers. Thus, any 
increase in law enforcement personnel funding would greatly assist us in our endeavors to 
ensure the safety and security of our members. 

We are encouraged that the President also sees these types of programs as the key 
to addressing the root of the crime problem. However, we are concerned that it was only 
through the efforts of Senators Inouye, DeConcini and McCain that tribes were ensured a 
portion of the grants authorized in the Omnibus Crime bill that passed the Senate last 
November. And unfortunately the House Omnibus Crime Bill-H.R. 4092--does not make 
tribes eligible for the authorized grant programs. We are told that a floor amendment may 
be offered to address this problem. We ask the Clinton-Gore Administration to support this. 

Tribal governments must fulfill the same obligations to our citizens as states and cities 
fulfill for their citizens. We ask that the Administration also recognizes this obligation and 
include tribes in every new initiative that it proposes in this area. Sometimes our 
congressional members include tribes in these programs, but sometimes not. We should be 
able to assume that we are included. 



Due to the unique circumstances of the criminal jurisdiction in Indian Country, major 
crimes committed on most Indian reservations are prosecuted through the federal court 
system. Thus, any change to stiffen the federal sentencing provisions would have a 
disproportionate affect on Indian people. For this reason, we strongly support the provision 
in the both the House and Senate crime bills that gives each tribe the opportunity to decide 
whether or not to adopt the death penalty provisions of the bill to its reservation. We also 
fully support the provisions in the House Crime bill that provide tribes with the same "opt 
in" opportunity for the "three strikes your out" provision and the juvenile treated as adult 
provisions. These provisions, introduced by Congressman Synar and adopted by the House, 
are important not only for the maintenance of tribal sovereignty-but also because without 
these provisions there would be an unnecessary and unintended disproportionate impact 
upon Indian people. 

Finally, we want to encourage the Administration to seek and support full funding for 
the Indian Tribal Justice Act passed in the last session of Congress. A fully developed and 
equipped tribal court system is necessary for tribes to operate an equal and fair criminal 
justice system. 

Caleb Shields, CSuinnan 
Assinitxjine and Sioisc Trities 
of the Fort Peck Reservation -2-
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Assinilxiine and Siom Tril>cs 
of the Fort Peclc Reservation 
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