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'Kiddie Cops' vŝ ork pays off 
officers hke dmnce to make impact on young lives 

CUXOff mr^IMCS-OAPATCK 

B A C K H O M E H k h m o n d P o l t c . 'oir,c.t^ W i l l b m B ' " * ! " " ( " "W 
B o l l . t o n • « * • you th t o h U W i H e o o * ^ o - r t h o ™ ^ » 

i T c u r f ^ Z To p « l r c « h b W . n t i t y . h i . . d d r e , . W3 . b l o c k e d out . 

BY POWINE BETHEft 
. TtwIES-DBPAICM STAFF V/HTEB 

Denise King left Ibe comfort of her home and enlered a 
dark coortyart in Soulh Richmond's Blackwell area. 
King, i n ailhmalic. waa wheezing by Uie lime Jhe 
reached her teen-age diuEbter and Rictunond police who 
had handcuffed her child 

"1 came out lo get my baby," said King, who wore a 
shirt over her nightgown. It was 1:30 ajn. — two aod a 
half hours after the city's curfew began. 

Kind's daughter. 15, had violated Ihe curfew otdinince. 
Police officers assigned lo the Youth Violence Inlcrdit-
lk)n Unit had stopped Ihe j i r l and J t9 •ft.it-oM woman 

accotDpaoying her. 
The leen, who became iniUled, told police she was 

going borne. 
"We're trying lo gel you oB the streets before you gel 

shot," said SgL Leonard ). BrightweU. 
King was more grateful than her daughter. " I t 's all 

righL I understand," she said. "They are enforcing Ihe 
law. Whatever you do, you have to i o before curfew." 

The city's curfew begins begin at 11 p.m. It applies to 
anyone under Ifl. ... j 

"Now I know I can get in trouble for i l , " King said. 
She and her daugbter were given a breaji. But three 

PLEASi- SELCWrVM. rAGC A i 2 • 
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'Kiddie Cops/ curfew 
making impact on youths 
•:. CURFEW FROM PACE Al 

mile vouths and another 15-year-old girl were Uken to 
pohce headquarters and held unul a parent or gua.'d:.in 
pitked them up .•(nd paid a processing fee of up to $16 an 
hour. 

•Dometta Edw.nrdi had conie lo police headquarters lor 
h<f 16-year-old son. but auchon'ties placed him in the 
Richmond Juvenile Detention Center because police pre-
v'lousty had issued a detention order against him. 

"He's just so hirdheadcd. H I just «on't do like I tell 
him," the youth's crying mother said. 

Also tlMt night, a U-ycar-old boy was picked up. but 
oflBcials rcloasod him to the custody of a i cl.itivc. It was 
the youth's first violation. 

" I didn't know you could get aiTe.itco," he said after 
being handcuffed in the dark courtyard. "1 came out to 
talk to my cousin." 

Later, the U-year^ild counted SlflS in S2Q, S5 »ni SI 
bills as he awaited the .irrivaltof the relative at the pohcc 
station and .inswercd questions put to him by the police. 

"Thia ain't even my money," he told authorities. He 
said the money belonged lo the relative. But « hcn the 
relative arrived, she said the money was not hers. 

The area near East 10th and Everett streets, x'hcrc 
the U-year-old was picked up, is known for dnif! activiiy,' 
"We didn't find the 5t.ish. The drugs were hidden some­
where." BrightweU said. "I t is the first time we've corns 
over here and didn't get anything." 

BrightweU is in charge of Richmond's Youth Violence 
Interdiction Unit, a new squad of nine police off.cerii that 
targets juveniles and youth criminal aciivicy. 

They can call as trtiat th«y want' 

"A lot of guys te."ise us by wllinp. us 'kiddie cops ' At 
first, it was irritating," he said. "But anytime we can go 
and make 30 arrests a night, they can cali us what they 
want." 

BrightweU said the unit hps made SB felony arrests and 
11 j misdemeanor arrests of y n u n p f f " ""'^'^f ' " 'C' ' it 
hit the sti'ei.̂ tS last tnll. the ninc-mcmber squad was 
created wittr gi-ant money^awaroea by the Icderai office 
ot t.QrnmTTiTITT'OrleiitL'tl PolhrtntrScf ifcs. 

Tlig.c;ffiM. a arvirionH'thc U.S. Di:pani'.attl Qljusticc. 
avwrdcd.RichmondiKVfTySV^ a ycarlone 

irrjgrjrp Ip ri\l\\ Uif .fiSC Ot yOU'h f[X''''^-X''^^''^ "-'^M-

r.s\ra — 
"Our primary goal is to gel llie suns " f the streets," 

said BrightweU, wlio recalled arresting a IS-year old 
curfew vioLttor who had a .357-magnum revolver. "He 
had a gun in his belt tJut was bigger than mine." 

Tlie boy was charged with possession of .i fii e..->riii mid 
taken to the Richmond Juvenile Dctcnticn Center. The 
unit h.is seized 21 guns. 19 knives and caahlruin 
VgffllliaH!l!i miuui l». • Z 
— i t has conAscatcd "more cociiiie th,-<n marijuana from 
youths. The squad piLkfil tip ^H.WI yuw^ al ft;r j.- ' i :. 
comfiifred lo IbL-tJ gi'anii lit PLIHiilana. Also, 1.2 gram; 
of heroin was se'iieq. nf s.iio. 

I he omcers believe they can make a diilcrcnce. 0<". 
spite the teasing, they welcome the asr.ignme'^t 'jrrjiu.^i 
il offers a chance to make an impact on young lives. 

T i n ; proliltftn wt ve got is (Ihall kld» M acccptinR 
certain belwiors. You've got lo chinnc the mentality, 
and hopefully wc can do that," said Omccr Al»in Prince. 
"With this unii, we are getting to them ata youiijier age." 

Added OITiccr Robin L. Shclton, "When they arc 

i 

Counties have curfews, too 
YounRSiprs in Henrico and Chesterfield counties 

aUo must observe 11 p.m. curfews. 
In Chesterfield, llie law applies to anyone under 

IS, while the Henrico ordinance applies to those 
OKC Ifi .md under, 

Henrico Juvenile Detective Ed Kopacki said 
county police usually lake curfew violators homo to 
their parents or legal guardian. Paienu; are not 
required to pav a processing fee if their child is 
held, 

"Rarely wi|] you find drugs," ICopacki said. "Oc-
cnion.illy, you wjll find marijuana. That •$ rare and 
even more so with any weapons. If anything of any 
migniiude, you are going to find alcohol." 

In Chesterfield, anyone under IS caught ouc after 
11 p.m. is in violation of the curlew |)w unless the 
youth is with an adult or has a valid reason for being 
out after U, That includes going to or from work or 
attending religious functions, jecoi ding to Chester­
field Police U . Marvin Surnes. 

Youngster!) usually ire returned to a parent or 
legal guardian unless there is an outstanding deten­
tion order against the youth. Tlien, the youngster is 
taken to a detention center. 

Stamej said Chesterfield police enforce the cur­
few as situations arise. While inve.stifrating other 
situations, olHcers may find curfew violators and 
then enforce the law. The department docs not 
have a special unit to work solely on curfew prob­
lems. 

ClTHOtT BaiTlllMI.OlSMrc 

TO DETENTION. Officer William Breroten (Mt) of the youth violonee unit lake* ttn> juTCniles to the city deten 
t l f t n r ^ r r t ^ r mHm, «M . . . . A - — r> » . . « t . . i . . _ . w. . . . . . M M 
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adults. It it a lot harder to change them. We re not only 
deterring crime. Hopefully, we will bo changing hves for 
the better-• 

Anthony Ested, one of two detecii''es in the unit, 
counseled a 15-ycir-old ŵ .o believed his arrest for 
curfew violation and trip to police headquarters were a 
waste of time. 

" I don't see the purpose of it. I could see if we were out 
on the street doing something," the boy said. 

l < i Una b« • learning eiparlencB' 

Ested told the youth to "listen to your mother. She told 
you right. You don't need lo ba here. Let this be a 
lcirr,ip(! caperlciicc." 

The department received llie federal grant al a time 
more and more youUis are eniiccd into the drug trade and 
armed for protection or intimidation. Similar giants were 
awarded lo 10 other cities. 

According to Officer Wes Partin, the federal funding 
will be needed into the 21st conturj' because tlic national 
population of youths between ages 10 and ) 7 is expected 
to grow 20 percent in the ncrt decade. 

Statistics Partin gathered from Nortliwcstern Univer­
sity's Criminal Justice Department show that 85 percent 
of all juveniles arrested between 1983 and 1992 •were 
rearrested. The homicide rate among youths ages 14 to 
17 increased 165 percent during tli.n same period. Partin 
said. 

"Juvenile crime is where it is al," he e îd. "What I've 
seen is, the adults will get juveniles to hold the drug.s and 
pagers because they know they'll only get a slap on the 
wrist." 

Even that could ch.ingc through the efforts of the 
Youth Violence Interdiction Unit and its close relation­
ship with Richmond Public Schools and Richmond Juve­
nile and Domestic Relations District Coun. 

Young offenders caught with firearms are taken before 
a judjie more swiftly now. The backload of cases in 
juvenile court usually meant months passed before a 
youth found in possession of a firearm went before the 
judge. 

But a court order issiied by Juvenile Judge Kimberly B. 
O'DonnclI now requires thai .my child with a firearm be 
put into the system immcdi.itcly and detained. Carrying a i 
concealed weapon is a misdemeanor. BrightweU said. 
Before the order was issued, a youngster caught with a 
concealed weapon was typically released and required to 
appear in coun at a later date. 

Judges behind tha program 

"Judges have really gotten behind us on this thing, ' 
rartm said. 

The unit's thinking and planning usually arc done in a 
small office crammed with about a dozen desks at the 
former 3rd Precinct building on West Laburnum Avenue. 
A recent shift began with a short briefing. 

The officers focused on corners and areas in the city 
where youngsters hang out after curfew. They also 
talked about complaints from residents in neighborhoods 
throughout the city. , 

BrightweU said the officers waste no time responding 
to complaints. The squad moves into those areas quickly 
because they h.ivr: the potential to become "hot spots." 
Hnghtwell said the police stand on the comers witjj 
younij males and, in cHecl, deter drug sales. 

S h ' & j i S l S l s i ^ r ^ ^ .nr^t areas -
"ue, for example.T'lHo , 1 . " 
and members mr inî VK • ''''?:-,""= mccling broke up 
»̂Pc of theYhcm 'zts Z ' ^ t ^ " ' r" ""^r' 

show ••Cops" was nufLi^ . T ' '=l="ision 
S»»- • ^ " " w e player, Step, , „ „ , i o „ , g„ ^ ^ . ^ 

"TKer" «op 'pcS \ foung ' rn° ' ^ ^ r ^ " ^ '^'•<='-' 
and questioned h ,*^?« ^ T i q , 1 ^ ^ '° "^"""tation 
curfew. ^ ' ' ^ ' man was not violating 

youths to the ceiuer and .eturr.iS'VJ'' ' ' '^' ' ' « 
Connie SmiUi a citv ,r!.,^f 

•^ l l f i .3 t - t imecurf° ' l^a?a^^^^^ 
officer at uvenile court T l h e r l i . '* 

are sent to the wrent « second offense, 
When a third curfew nn̂  guardian. 

PTcnt orguardS, a^ iv„ bet 2 """"v/elcased if a 
"P to 116 an hour ^ ' " ^ ^ " ""^ P " » / « of 

noon. Child Protect^ Ic';,^'^/ ,^ i , J !"P ' ' ' ^illa tinu'l 
doesn't show up by noon gvardian 

s 4 ' S ' ; S g 1 r ^ "̂1= Picked up." 
«'VcsU.eparentJ^o^e;f;3*P;""^^ 

the parents are aaki^grr helo " " 

»nd information w i t K c \ nffi?T'*^'.««*>>n8= 'deas 
..milar U 6 „ n y i X ' ^ ^ o ^ ^ ^ * " ='"es that began 
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WOBfllED MOM. A mother (rightl. who had l « n alericd by 
be«n . r m t e d for .toUtins eurtaw « i d pUced In t h . t«clt of • squ>d car m the 12O0 btoek f 
Otficort WlUUm Br r r t l on Oam and Ahin Prfnco « « « e d wonl of any out«i»ndln|[ t h m r v «s-ln«t Iho T « « < -

But there is more to policing youths than curfew 
enforcement. The teim also enfonxs truancy and tres­
passing laws. It executes search warrants, operates sur­
veillance and conducts random cheeks at schools with 
school security personnel. 

On a recent sunny but brisk spring moming, unit 
members headed to a middle school in North Richmond 
With school security, they set up me»l detectors and 
perlofmed a random check of a line of students that 
trickled inside from three school buses. 

"We have some guys that are ao hard-cote, they come 
in here and give a false name." Brightwell said. The 
'officers fUe reports that include the youth's name, ad­

dress, a«e and other information. Sometiities. they snap 
pictures and pat duwn the students. 

"After we do this, parents caU us for up to a week, 
BrightweU said. 

The metal detector picked up about about a doien 
paaert and a few e i ^ e t t e lighteia, but nothing illegal. 
However, school policy prohibita students from carrying 
either on school grounds. The students are warned about 
bringing them to school agaiiL 

•This has been one of the lightest schools we've, 
done." said BrightweU, who aaid the unit has found,in 
some city middle and high schooU "cocaine, marijuana 
. . . you name it. Shanks. No hand grenades yet. 
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I'rcsidcnt 
Marjoric Morris 

Vict President 
Jdhn rlecld 

2nd Vice Prcsiilcnt 
Run White 

fiirropundence Secretary 
t-ikcn Ameshury 

Trcasurti' 
John Drviiy 

Kccurding Secretary 
l.aurcn Carter 

Caroline Cnunty 
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New VLciil Ciiunly 

iVltrshufg City 
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l l i c h m o i i d C i t y 

Wes i I ' i i i i u 

March 28, 1996 

Sgt. L. J. BrightweU 
Richmond Police Department 
301 North Ninth Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

Dear SgT, BrightweU: 

on behalf of the parents, students and facuUy °f the Governor s 
School may I express our thanks to you and Officer Partm for 
heirie udi a beneficial pan of our general membership meeting 
M r?h 21 996 As V m ceitain you could teU from the questions 
from thê ^^^^ there is a great deal of interest in the W I program. 

You did a wonderful job in the presentation of material and 
iS^ured the parents at the same time. Again, thank you so much 
for making the time to be with us on that evening. 

Sincerely, 

larjorie R. Morris 
fesidcnt - PTSA 
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'Kiddie Cops' work pays off 
Officers like chance to make impact on young lives 

BACK H O « e Rjchmon. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ " b T . 

' ^ ^ ^ X H ' o ; ^ ^ ^ ^ MeXn ' r^ . ' - ' ^ . ^ s .wa . .locked o^. 

BY PORINE BETHEA 
TIMES-!>BPAICU STAFF V/HTEB 

Denise King left Ibe comlort of her home and eutered a 
daik cotirt^-aitl in Soulh Richmond's Blackwell area. 
King, in asthmatic, was wheezing by the time she 
reached her leen.age daughter and Rjcbjnond police, who 
had handcuffed her child. 

" I came out to get my baby," said King, who wore a 
shirt over her nightgown. Il was 1:30 ajn. — t̂ vo and a 
half hours after Uie cit>-'a curfew began. 

KinRs daughter. 15, had vioLaled the curfew ordinance. 
Police officers sssiened lo the Youth Violence Irterriic-
lion Unit had stopped the girl and • 19-year<jl<J woman 

accompaDying her. 
The leen, who beorac irriUled, told pohce she was 

eoing home. , , , 
"We're trying lo gel you oH the streets before you gel 

shot." said SgL Leonird J. BrightweU. 
King was more grateful than her daughter, irs ail 

righL I understand," she said. "They arc enforciiig the 
law. Whatever you do, JTHI have to do helore curfew. 

TTie city's curfew begins began at 11 p.m. H applies lo 
anyone under 18. . .. „ . j 

"Now I know ! can gel in trouble for it. King sam. 
She and her daugbtej- were given a brea.><. But three 
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'Kiddie Cops,' curfew 
making unpact on youths 
•:. CURFEW FROM PACE Al 
mile youths and another 15-year-old Hirl were Uken to 
pohce headquarters and held until a parent or guardim 
pitked them up snd paid a processing fee of up to $16 an 
htiur. 

•Dometu Edw.ird9 had come to police headquarters for 
h<r 16-year-old son, but authorities placed him in the 
Richmond Juvenile Detention Center because police pre­
viously had issued a detention order against him. 

"He's just so hirdheadcd. HI jusi won't dn like I tell 
him," the youth's crying mother said. 

Also that night, a 14-year-old boy was picked up. but 
officials released him to the custody of a rcl.itivc. It was 
the youth's first violation. 

" I didn't know you could get aiTe.stcd," he said after 
being handcuffed in the ditk eourryard. "1 came out to 
talk to ftiy cousin." 

Later, the 14-year-old counted $185 in S20, $5 and SI 
bills a.t he iiwnited the arrival bf the relative at the police 
station and .inswered questions put to him by the police, 

"This ain't even my money," lie told authorities. He 
said the money belonged to the relative. But « hen the 
rebtivc arrived, she said the money was not hers. 

The area near East 10th and Everett streets, where 
the U-year-old was picked up. is known for drug activity. 
"We didn't find the stash. The drugs were hidden some­
where," BrightweU said. "It is the f rst time we've comi; 
over hetr and didn't get anything." 

BrightweU is in charge of Richmond's Youth Violence 
Interdiction Unit, a new squad of nine police officer.̂  that 
targets juveniles and youth criminal activicy. 

They can call as trhat th«y nailt' 

"A lot of guys tease us by cillinp. us 'kiddie cops ' At 
first, it was irritating," he .laid. "But anytime we can go 
and make 30 airests a night, they can call us what ihcy 
want." 

Btit;htwtl| said the tinit.hns made 8H fgloriy arrests and 
l l J misdemeanor arrests of Vfunpsters under IM iuici* if 
hit Uic slt'eL l̂i! last nil . Ihe nine-member squad was 
created wiftt Blant money irwaroea py the iederal OfHre 
at tJommlTntiy OflBinud t'olfetrrg'Scf ifc'Sr" 

Theoffice, a amsibjiof "the U.S. Dcpaniiignl ollusticc. 
awnrdcd Richmond neaTTy $700,tl!>'iTr9_d.P.V.*'l''P a yearlong 
brqgcunJc.jcuLlLilie rî <*".Kj:̂ i.'i fir''^''T7i-r'''^"'d '•'u-

"Our primary goal is to get the B''" ' ' streets." 
said BrightweU, who recalled arresting a Ifi-year old 
curfew viobitor who had a .357-magnum revolver. "He 
had a gun in his bell tliat was bigger than mine." 

"riia boy was charged with possession of .i fii e..ii iii and 
taken to the Richmond Juvenile Dctcnticn Center. The 
unit has seized 21 guns. 19 knives and 55 074 c-.i5hlroin 

vtwinjaHii.'i liiitief ry •—["̂  " 
It lias conliscatcd more cocaine th.in marijuana from 

youHis. The squad pltAl'dtrp mi.m AI rcraini: 
cbmnirred to lb l .4 i granli 6f nf.'IHjil.ir.a. Also, 1.2 g.-am; 
of heroin was seiied. \ \ i t-HB. 

The ofhcers believe they can make a didcrence. Of. 
spite the teasing, they welcome the asr.ignmeM ij^oiu.-. 
il offers .T chance lo in.ike .m inipjct on young lives. 

"Thi; prolilcm wt've got is [that] kidj arc acccptinK 
certain behaviors. You've got lo chsnijc tlie mentality, 
and lio:>cfully wc can do tlvat," .laid Officer Al«in Pnncc. 
"With this unit, we are getting to them ata youiigeraRC." 

Added OITicct Robin L. Shcltan, "When they arc 

Counties have curfews, too 
Yourgsicrs in Henrico and Chesterfield counties 

al.iio must observe 11 p.m. curfevs. 
In Chesterfield. Uie law applies to anyone under 

IE, >'̂ 'liilc the Henrico ordinance applies lo those 
3y.<i Ifi and under, 

Henrico Juvenile Detective Ed Kopacki said 
county police usually take curfew violators home to 
their parents cr legal guardian. P.iient.̂  arc not 
required to pav a processing fee if their child is 
licld. 

"Rarely will you find drugs," Kopacki uid. "Oc­
casionally, you will Hnd marijuana. That is rare ,ind 
even more .«o with any weapons. If anythlnf! of any 
magnitude, you are going to find alcohol." 

In Chesterfield, anyone under 16 caught out after 
11 p.m. is in violation of the curlew law unless the 
youth is with an adult or has a valid reason (or being 
out after 11. That includes going to or from work or 
attending religious (unctions, accoi ding to Chester­
field Police U . Marvin Starnes. 

Younf;stcrs usually arc returned to a parent or 
legal guardian unless there is an outstanding deten­
tion order au-iln-st the youth- Tlien. the youngster is 
taken to a detention center, 

Stames said Chesterfield police enforce the cur­
few as situations arise. While inve.<itigating other 
situations, olHcers may find curfew violators and 
then enforce the law. The department docs not 
have a special unit to work solely on curfew prob­
lems. 

TO DHTNTION. (Mflcer William Brerotor? (left) oi the youth violonee unit takes two juvenilet to the city deten 



2004 

adults, it i t a lot harder to cnange them. We re not only 
deterring cpmc. Hopefully, we will bo changing lives (or 
the better." 

Anthony Ested. one of two detecu^ea m the unit, 
counseled a 15-ycM-old wno believed his arrest (or 
curfew violation and trip to police headquaners were a 
Mfiite of tirrie. 

"I don't sec the purpose ol i t I could see i( wc were out 
on th« street doing something," the boy siid. 
1 f t Unt b« • leaminc eipaflenca' 

Ested told the ycuth to "listen to your mother. She told 
you rifht. You don't need lo be here. Let this be a 
Iciminf! c.'ipericncc." 

The dcpirtmeni received Iht federal grant al a time 
mote and more youths are eniiccd into the drug trade and 
armed for protection or inlimiciation. Similar grants were 
awarded lo 10 other cities. 

According to Officer Wes Pamn, the (ederal (utyling 
will be needed into the 21st century because the national 
population <j( youths between ages 10 and ) 7 is expected 
to grow 20 .percent in the next decade. 

Stati.itici Partin gathered Irom Nortliwcstern Univer­
sity's Crimiiul Justice Department show lhat 65 percent 
of all juveniles arrested between 1983 and 1992 were 
rearrested. The homicide rate among youths ages 14 to 
17 increased 165 percent during that same period, Partin 
said, 

"Juvenile crime is where it is at," he si id. "What I ve 
seen is. tha adults will get juveniles to hold the dnig.i and 
pagers because they know they'll only get a slap on the 
wrist." 

Even that could change through the cflorts of the 
Youth Violence Interdiction Unit and its close relation­
ship with Richmond Public Schools and Richmond Juve­
nile and Domestic Relations District Court. 

Yeung offenders caught with firearms are taken before 
a judjte more swiftly now. The backload of cases in 
juvenile court usually meant nionlhs passed before a 
youth found in possession o( a (\rcarni went before the 
judge. 

But a court order issiied by Juvenile Judge Kimberly B. 
O'DonnclI now requires that .my child with a firearm be 
put into Ihc system immediately and detained. Carrying a 
concealed weapon is a misdemeanor. BrightweU said. 
Before the order was issued, a youngster caught with a 
concealed weapon was typically rclvased and required to 
appear in court at a later date. 

fudges behind tha proerem 

"Judges have really gotten behind us on this thmg." 
Partin said. 

The unit's thinkiivg and planning usually arc done in a 
small olfice crammed with about a dozen desks at the 
former 3rd Precinct building on West Laburnum Avenue. 
A recent shift began with a shon briefing. 

The ofiicGrs focused on corners •and areas in the city, 
where youivgsien hang out after curfew. They also 
talked about complaints from residents in neighborhoods 
throughout the city. 

BrtghtwelV mid the officers waMe no lime lesponding 
to complaints. The squad moves into those areas quickly 
because they h.̂ ivc the potential to become "hot spots." 
Hrightwell said the police sLind on the corners wiij) 
youni; males and. in ellect, deter dfup. sales. 

Detective Conrad Simms iae-.^ed 
Shields and Idlewood, East 16th > :« t - . . H ^ B ' f ' " ! " 
" " e , for example. At 11:10 p.rr,. ' r > ^ 4 „ ° t l ^ ' ' ^ -
and members got inlo their veh,.-rv In u . : " ! , ? ™ " ' ' ' I ' -
I'PC or t îe theme ,o„g, -Bad Bc^: fron. f, = 
siiow -Cops" was pushed into ,« p|j j ^ ' ' " ' ' ' " 
Stop, question, go and stop apii 

First stop, the 2700 block ol F.-c*o^: 
officers stopped a young man. a.^-^ .o ,cc f ; / " - " ' ' ^'"^ 
and questioned his age. At 19, UI-. -.M W . , 
curfew. * * not violating 

T»ie officirrs would stop and g: =<; stop „ . 
time the shift ended about 3:45 . .n, ^h. 
youths to the center and returns. :-.rrc N ' 1 ' ^ ' ' = " 

ConnieSmilJi. a city social *o.-i:,.. .aid t c ^ * : , • 
Ml fir^t-tmie curfew offenders ar .'ied w,!?*] ' ' .8»"J« 
officer I t juvenile court. If t h c r t . -i so..2J^" 

J.=nt '0 the parent o- " f " ' ' . 
When a third curfew ofTcnsoocii;?. the K, , . , , , , 

youth are summoned to appear , ' ^ • " f ' d " ' * 

Child IS at the center. The child i- .uaily i l , ! ^ " ."'.J"' 
parent or guardian arrives befo e . .. anu S } ^ ' ^ > 
up to J16 an hour. ' » '<« of 

If a guardian doesn't pick up thr ."J ay a . „ ^ -.u 
said, an officer Ukes the youth tc ^ JSef.l,• {?.;; ^ " " "^ 
noon. Child Protective s/rvices V c ^ i J 
doesn't show up by noon. (fardian 

".AIotoftheman.n.lievedthattr.-.>-«*<«,,,rL.,4 „ 
Smith said, refemng to U,e parcr. n v^.'.I'^'^'I^P^. 

n r r " , . " f ' " t h 7 m o . paa the parents are asking for ,>,«>. 
. nic squad has received ChininE ..-.-^-'iif ». and 

cnme scene protection. Squad m e ^ - . - ' ^ d . n g , * 
and infonnation with police officai^ •' '•• i L i i b.a.n 

mm 



H'cnmooa IVrCT-tyti. 

HilClfiHrir 

cUHixr ai>rr/TiMUi.as*i><<> 

WOBBIED MOM. A mother (rieht). w»» had been .Uiricd by l l f ' l ^ ^ J ^ 
b«M armlct l for vtobtine eurtaw aiul pUeetl In the back ol a «iu>d ear m the 12O0 bioek 
O f f k M WlUlam BiTt«tofl loftJ and Ahin Prtnca a-aHed wonl of any outitarulln« cturfM agalnat Ow y«im. 

But there is more to policing youths than curfew 
enforcement. The team also enfottaes truancy and tres­
passing laws. It executes search warrants, operates sur-
veiUance and conducts random checks at schools wiih 
.school seoirity pcrxonneL 

On a recent sunny but brisk spring morning, unit 
membcra headed to a middle school in North Richmond 
With school security, they set up metal detectors and 
pettemed a random check of a line of students that 
Iriekled inside frem three school buses. 

"We have some guys that are so hard-core, they come 
in here and give a false name." BrightweU said. The 
•officers (Ud reports tha; include the youth's name, ad­

dress, age and other infotmatiflo. Sometimes, they snap 
pictures and pat do*n the students. 

"After we do this, parents call us for up to a week, 
BrightweU said. 

The metal detector picked up about about a dozen 
pagers and a few cimrelte lighten, but nothing illegal. 
However, school pobcy prohibita students from carrying 
either on school ground*. The students are warned about 
bringing them to school again. 

•This has been one of the lightest scboois we've, 
don«." said BrightweU, who said the unit has (ound,in 
some city middle and high sehooU "cocaine, msniuana 
. . . you name iL Shanks. No hand grenades yet.' 
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PARENT-TEACUER-STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
The Governor's School for Government & International SMic"; 

4100 West Grace Street 
Richmond. Virginia 23230 

559-2204 

March 28, 1996 

Sgt. L. J. BrightweU 
Richmond Police Department 
501 North Ninth Street 
Richmond. Virginia 23219 

Dear SgT. Brightwell; 

on behalf of the parents, students and faculty of the Governô ^̂  
zrhnn\ mav 1 express our thanks to you and Officer Partm tor 
b in . û ^̂ ^̂  enefi 1 part of our general membership meeting 
^ r!h 21 1996 AS I'm certain you could tell from the questions 
fromlhe^^^^^^^^^^^ a great d L of interest in the W I program. 

You did a wonderfiil job in the presentation of material and 
fla^ured tie parents'at the same time. Again, thank you so ^uch 
for making the time to be with us on that evening. 

Sincerely, 

Mariorie R. Moms 
fesidcnt - PTSA 



Relevant Crime Rates: 

Crime and Law Enforcement Report 

1994 1995 1994/95 Percent Chan̂ ze 

Murder - 160 120 - 25% 
Rape- 169 171 + 01% 
Robbery- 1,586 1,491 - 06 % 
Total Crime- 21,939 20,984 - 04 % 

COPS 

Virginia has been awarded $43.2 million in COPS funding to hire or redeploy 719 police olTicers. 
In addition, the COPS office will announce on 7/10/96, an additional $586,440 for 10 officers 
The City of Richmond has been awarded $4.36 million in COPS funding to hire or redeploy 38 officers 
Included in the total award is $692,605 for the Youth Firearms Violence Initiative and $136,910 for the 
Domestic Violence Initiative. 

Curfews: 

Richmond currently has a curfew program in effect 

Drug Courts 

Planning Grant 

Implementation Grant 

Charlottesville Commonwealth Attorney (Charlottesville, VA) 
$35,000 
Commonwealth of Virginia (Roanoke, VA) 
$200,000 

VIPs: 
Richmond: 

Mayor: 
Chief of Police: 

Leonidas Young 
Jerry Oliver 

(804) 780-7977 
(804) 780-6700 

Safe & Drug Free Schools Program: 
* The state of Virginia received approximately $7.9 million in FY95 for the Safe & Drug Free Schools 

Program. 
* Roughly 40 million students benefit from this program in 97% of America's school districts. 

• Sdurce; Dept (irjiduciUiDn 

Victims of Crime Act: 
* In FY96, the Justice Department will return $3.7 million to Virginia for crime victim programs. These 

funds represent a percentage of criminal fines paid in Federal cases brought in the state of Virginia. 
* Source; Depl ol'Justice 

Violence Against Women Act: 
* In FY95 under the S.T.O.P (Services *Training *Officers * Prosecutors) Violence Against Women Act, 

the state of Virginia received $426,346, as did every other state and territory. This represents the first step 
in helping restructure the criminal justice system's response to crime of violence against women. 

* In FY96, Virginia will receive $2.8 million in VAWA grants. 



Youth Crime Gun Interflirf inn Initiative - Statement of Participants 

The undersigned federal and local law enforcement officials conciir in the statements 
below and commit to work cooperatively to further the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction 
Initiative (YCGII): 

1) While it has become increasingly difficult for prohibited purchasers, such as 
convicted felons, those under age 18, and those subject to protective orders, to obtain 
firearms through licensed firearms dealers, criminals continue to obtain guns from straw 
purchasers and from illegal black market traffickers. 

2) The original source of crime guns seized by law enforcement officers usually can 
be established through the use of firearms tracing by the National Tracing Center of the 
Department of Treasury's Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. With information 
about the origin of crime guns, law enforcement officials can begin to trace the chain of 
ownership of those guns and to detect patterns of illegal gun trafficking. This information, 
in tum, can be the basis for discovering the identities of those involved in this illegal gun 
trafficking. 

3) The YCGn is a valuable pilot program. It will evaluate the extent to which the 
dedication of resources to an intense gun tracing approach will yield increased prosecutions 
for illegal gun trafficking and disrupt the illegal flow of guns to America's young people. 
The YCGII will utilize Project LEAD, a computer software system that examines crime gun 
trace information and provides law enforcement officers with crucial investigative leads about 
the sources of these guns. 

4) Through existing partnership programs with local law enforcement officials, such 
as the Anti-Violent Crime Initiative, the YCGH is entiUed to the cooperative attention of all 
law enforcement officers in a range of pilot cities, who can test its effectiveness and provide 
the basis for a determination of whether it should be expanded nationwide. 

Atlanta, GA: Baltimore, 

Chief of Police 

Prosecuting Attorney 

ATF Special Agent in Charge 

United States Attomey 



ATF Special Agent in Charge 

I Attorney 

Mem] 

Boston; 

United Statci Attorney 

êveland, OH: 

Pmiecminf Annn^y 

ATF S| 

Ur^ted States Attorney 

Jersex^ity, NJ: 

Chief of Police ^ \P 

Unittij SUlea Attomey ^ 

A I h Special Agent in Charge 

United States Attorney 

ATF Special Agent in CThargc A 

United States Attorney 



New York City, NY'^^ 

Ig A t t o i ^ . . - - - - ^ J 

r SpecUt5Seot (2^wi ie7^ 

Chief of Police 

Chief 

'Anomey 

United State! Atloniey^^^^^^^ ^^^t^^^*^^ 

Washington 

lief of Police 

PrniriiUng AttoriKy • " 

ATF Special Agent in Charge 

f.o K ffJC- ll!) 
United States Attorney U [ 

Richmond, VA: 

Chief of 

Prosecuting Attorney 

/ ' •• ATT Special Agent in Ctuajp 

Prosecuting Attomey ' ^ 

ATF Special Agent in Charge^ ' ' 

United SUte/^tU^ey 

Seattle, WA: 

United Sutes Attomey 



Relevant Crime Rates: 

Crime and Law Enforcement Report 
Richmond;. ¥irginialr 7/0̂  

1994 1995 1994/95 Percent Chanue 

Murder - 160 120 - 25% 
Rape- 169 171 + 01% 
Robbery- 1,586 1.491 - 06 % 
Total Crime- 21,939 20,984 - 04 % 

COPS 

* Virginia has been awarded $43.2 million in COPS funding to hire or redeploy 719 police officers. 
* In addition, the COPS office will announce on 7/10/96, an additional $586,440 for 10 officers 
* The City of Richmond has been awarded $4.36 million in COPS iiinding to hire or redeploy 38 olficers 
* Included in the total award is $692,605 for the Youth Firearms Violence Initiative and $136,910 for the 

Domestic Violence Initiative. 

Curfews: 

Richmond currently has a curfew program in effect 

Drug Courts 

Plamiing Grant 

Implementation Grant 

Charlottesville Commonwealth Attorney (Charlottesville, VA) 
$35,000 
Commonwealth of Virginia (Roanoke, VA) 
$200,000 

VIPs: 
Richmond: 

Mayor: 
Chief of Police: 

Leonidas Young 
Jerry Oliver 

(804) 780-7977 
(804) 780-6700 

Safe & Drug Free Schools Program: 
* The State of Virginia received approximately $7.9 million in FY95 for the Safe & Drug Free Schools 

Program. 
* Roughly 40 million students benefit from this program in 97% of America's school districts. 

* Smiree. Dept iil llduciition 

Victims of Crime Act: 
* In FY96, the Justice Department will return $3.7 million to Virginia for crime victim programs. These 

funds represent a percentage of criminal fines paid in Federal cases brought in the state of Virginia. 
•* Souree; Depl ulMuslice 

Violence Against Women Act: 
* In FY95 under the S.T.O.P (Services *Training *Officers * Prosecutors) Violence Against Women Act, 

the state of Virginia received $426,346, as did every other state and territory. This represents the first step 
in helping restructure the criminal justice system's response to crime of violence against women. 

* In FY96, Virginia will receive $2.8 million in VAWA grants. 
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INTERNATIONAL UNION 
OF POLICE ASSOCIATIONS 
AFL-CIO 
THE ONLY UNION FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

SAM A. CABRAL 
imcnuitioivi Picskian 

ARTHUH J. KbDDY 
InlBrnttional Secmttiy-Tivamr 

Leglsiltiva Liaison 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Rich Roberts 
703-549-7473 

Faced wiih recent campaign promises by Senator Dole claiming to support anti-crime 
measures, the International Union of Police Unions remains finn in its suppon of President 
Clmton's proven effective measures. Art Reddy, the l.U.P.A. 's Secretary - Treasurer and 
Legislative Liaison said, " The latest proposal by Dole to create an "instant check" system for 
prospeclive gun buyers falls far short of the mark and would do damage lo programs created 
under the Administration's Brady Bill. While an instant check- system is desirable, it cannot 
become a reality for most of the nation's police departments for years to come". Reddy is a 
retired Sergeant and thirty three year veteran of the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department 

Chris Strobe, a Virginia police officer and representative of VCOPS, the Virginia 
CoaUtion of Police and Sheriffs representing law enforcemem personnel throughout Virginia 
reinforced the I.U.P, A. position. "The Brady Bill must be preserved in order to bring an orderiy 
process to gun purchases while screening out criminals. Considering the fact that more than 
60,000 people and more than 43,000 criminals have been denied access to lethal weapons since 
the establishment of the Brady Bill, law enforcement agencies need the next several years 10 
utilize the $200 million made available by the Clinton Administration to improve the speed and 
effectiveness of the screening process. 

According to Reddy at the I, U P A. and Strope of VCOPS, the Clinton Administration 
has been the most responsive administration in support of rank and file law enforcement personnel 
and issues in recent history 'The diverse elements of the 1994 Crime BUl with ils potential for 
100,000 new officers, the ban on assault weapons whose only purpose is to kill human beings, its 
tough sentences for repeat criminals, and prevention programs to reduce the incentives for 
criminal activity all constitute the best hope of a more secure future for both the law enforcement 
community and public safety". The r.U,P.A, is caUing on its more than 40.000 active duty law 
entorcement officers in the United States to continue their support for programs that truly support 
Ihem. 

END 



HANDGUN CONTROL 

ONE MnXION SniCNIO. . 
keep handguns out of (he wrong hands. 

FAX COVER SHEET 

DATE: i h . 

T O T A L PAGES ( i n c l u d i n g t h i a c o v e r s h e e t ) : 

S E N T T O (FAX n u m b e r ^ : 

PLEASE DELIVER TO: CU, r / % t a y / & / ^ ^ ^ Y r ^ ^ 

ORGANIZATION: 

Handgun Control, Inc. 
Federal Legislation Department 

Bob Walker Betsy Wheeler 
Director of Legislative 
Legislation Representative 

FAX NUMBER: 202/371-9615 

NOTES/COMMENTS: 

If you hsvs any dHTIeutty receiving this transmission, please call 202/898-0792. 

HandgunConirel. Inc., 1225 Eye Streot.NW. Suile 1100, Washington, DC 2000S • (202)898-0792 • PAX (202) 371-9615 
114 SansofneSlreei. Room 002. San Francisco. CA 9410« • (415)433-353$ • FAX (415) 433-33S7 

1Q931 W. Pico B?vd.. Suile 100, Loi Angeles. CA 90064 - (310)44«c • FAX (310) 475-3147 
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November 15. 1993 

The Law Hnforcemen: Steering Coinmiiice sirungly suppons ihe Brady Bill, S.414. The Law 
Hnforcemeni Steering Commiuce consists ot ten national organizations representing chiefs, 
sheriffs, rank-and-file officers and troopers. From federal, stale and local law enforcemeni 
agencies, our organizations collectively represent more than 500.000 law enforcement officers 
naiionwide. For the past six years, the Steering Committee has lobbied hard and long for the 
Brady Bill and now see an enacied Brady Bill in sight. 

We are aware of. an NRf\ subsiiiu;e version of ihc "Brady Bill" which will be offered as an 
amendment to the criine bill currently bemg debated by the Senate. We want you to know that 
your nation's police are unconditionally and unequivocally opposed to incorporating this NRA 
substitute version of the Brady Bill in:o the crime bill, 

Please stand w.ih IHV/ enforcement by voting to table any NRA substimie version of the Brady 
Bill which is offered ar. ainjudmcni it. ili; crim^ bill. Then when the real Brady Bill. S.414. 
comes, to the Senate floor as a separate bill, stand with law enforcement once again and vote to 
pass ihe Brady Bill, S.4K. wiihoui any wijakcniiii: rimendmenis. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 

Robe A T . Scully, fixesuilve Dinctor I 
Nit'l AHOciadonef Polite Or|thltaUbilr 

ff Jutou A. IhiseteiBW.' Chtinaan ^ 
" Nat'l Tradpen Coalltioti 

Kenneth T. Lyonf, Prcsidei^ Bud Meeks, Eneiaiiive Diiccior Vlcnr OBoyik 
Neiioiial SbtrifTi Association Int'l Broihcrbood of POUBB Oflicen 

Victor OBoyiki, Pictii 
Fedeiai Law EnfoicemditOfficcn Ann. 

^eph Wright, Executive Director 
Nat'l Organization of Blask Law 

Enfoicemem Executtvei 

WiUiam Bnn 
Police Executive ] I FoniDi 

'Huben Williama, Preiident 
Police FoundBrion 

Siecrins Conunillir 
Mcmhifr'. 

tcdcni la* EnlnnTinnii 
Offlnfs X..I.I • II.,,-

lnUinilKqi4l 
briiih'-Tl'i»'-l 

Mjiof tiiu.-? Lftirf. 

Nauiml AnocUloa uf 
rnlicr llrcxilzailan' 

vjhti(ul tiresiiiflion ol 
Ilî V. l3> EnbirccmciK 

.•ittuflil 51icrtli' Assodokm 

.vjiiunji troapcn Uiiliogr, 

Pallet fXKVUM tociKt 
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FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

"A Professional Association for Federal Law Enforcement Officers" 

l7oveniber 2, 1993 

Representing Memben of the.' 
Dtai tiAftniiam — Oia — 

US Fona Smto — S f n t A 
of Caamav — Ofltai ofteon 

Oflki sT InivKiar C«nnl — SpKid A««na 
NMWUI Mtfia* A rtehnta a««. b r . — « 4 

D<pt.of DittM 
US ARHT — cm — A n i ^ 4(mv 
D t h M laoMilattn Sii«lci — 5s«it f 4 | « u i 
Dch—C«<mln«lIII i l ^ m O w i t o — J 4 

- 5 4 

U S A I r F a r o i - O a i - . 
D«9C. •< ^ M O M — lOMMptfK — 4 4 
D»t».atEoMp —010 — a — M 4 | H 
D«pt.o<tfa«ia*H«m«a!liiHuM — 
Dtlit. ot H u i W * Uitaa Ovm — I m , - > « 4 
Dipl. at iBiMr — 01C — Jpmd 4iOTa 

US rvh * WDdlUi SuvkM - U * EBfra . - S 4 
Bunau Dt l i u l l u A i b i n — S A 4 n u c * 
US 7wk Pelia — M m Offim 
Sunaae tUad M u M M M K — j p M i ^ A t f a i a A J la i#rn 

D n L a t J u u m i — US ARaiMia — C / A 4 a o n « « 
Dnii EnfoictBin AdBuiiaumiiBa — 5 4 
radaml Buntu of lovalmlMB — J 4 
INS — Spmoi A/mu * Bciatr Pwtrd 
US M a n t u k S a r m - W M M « * 0 t « M n M i 
PuoW k Prae. SoviM - Ante A ( W m 

Dapt-olI.»aDi — Q I C — S p m ^ 4 j w 
Offia ar Labor l b c k « w m ( — 5 4 

Dagt. of Slaia — Ol^kMBrai Saa. S« . — 4»*nal 440W 
InvaaUucna — Sptcml 4 j f W 

Dc«t. of T n n i . — l a m o o u g a — .Spariaf 4 f t i U f 
US Coaai Cuaia — tnttl O/mntSA 
PadanI Avvuion Adaui IFAAI — liumuitaan 

Dapt. otTrcaaufy 
B A T F — isaaia' A«mu 
L'S Cuauna Sarvica — Office oi' EnJomolaAt -~ Spaeui A ^ ^ i a 
Cuawoia In^-aaiiaacor* 
Inuniai A l t t i n — .Vprcioi A t t nu 
Inianui it««anua jatvica 
Cnminal Inwt i tac i ra Oi<natf n — 5 4 
liuDavtloil acmea — .rjpHWPi 

L'S SK»> Saivusa — a At POIMM 
Cnvinnffits-.«l Pmiactiaa Aaun 
Oaka 01 Cnminal I m a n v a a p a — Jpaan* A f t n a 
OOtn of Iiuvactar Oaoanl — 5pKM44a iu r 

Ctnanl S a r v m AhBIBUmODa 
Offlea or ImaancuioM — Jpacal 4 m a 

Nauonal Anbtvaa — Cnmutat l ^ u n t i n a n 
.>'uclcor R«r lUuiPf Coamiaoiop . JpacMl Agtmm 
US Casual Poiica — l>olicr O f f i tm 
l.'S Pniiai S«r"ca — /luptTion 4 ftfiai PaUet 
US Printinf Ornet — ipreiai A^rva 
Vaiana • Admioi iuiuaa — In^aci^ttaaa — d 4 

CtfMni Counjut 
KainlaM P MaOoD 

Telephone Sumoers: 

AdiBiniauauva D i m u r 

iS18) 698-0179 

Eiecuiivo Director 

• 20U 667-e3!l7 

F A X (201) 667-4161 

Lef ai Counaol 

IS16I Z2a,FLEO 

(516t 227-21200 

F A X (S16) 227-J821 

Laffulat iva CommiRaa 

(S16) 694.8372 

NcwlelUf & Public Aflain 

(908)321-1011 

FAX (90S) 3211014 

Rceiuiiaeni 

(919) 637-9430 

Honorable w. G. Hefner 
U. s. House of Represencacives.i:. 
2470 Raybum House Building 
Washington, DC 20515 ' 

Dear Representative Hefner: 

The Federal Law Enforcement •, Officers 
Association (FLEOA) has a membership of over 
8,000 members and i s the largest professional 
association i n the nation exclusively 
representing federal law enforcement o f f i c e r s 
and criminal i n v e s t i g a t o r s . 

FLEOA has been on record i n support of 
the Brady B i l l f o r s i x years. Passing the 
Brady B i l l and having the President sign i t 
into law i s long overdue. The Brady B i l l w i l l 
assist law enforcement o f f i c e r s i n t h e i r 
duties and save l i v e s - In states without a 
waiting period and background check, convicted 
falons are walkir.g out of gun stcras with the 
tools of t h e i r trade, no questions asked. 
This i s unconscionable to the law enforcement 
o f f i c e r s who put t h e i r l i v e s on the l i n e d a i l y 
ZD protect the public from the criminal 
element. The time t o pass the Brady B i l l i s 
now and WITHOUT WEAKENING AMENDMENTS. The gun 
lobby has already proposed amendments to the 
Brady B i l l . The fol l o w i n g two amendments are 
the most egregious and must absolutely be 
defeated. 

An gun lobby proposed amendment chat 
should NOT be part of the Brady B i l l i s law 
enforcement l i a b i l i t y . Law enforcement 
o f f i c e r s should NOT be l i a b l e f o r damages fo r 
Tiisr-akenlv denvir.g someone a handcrun. , This 
amendment i s contrary to customary ideas of 
sovereign immunity f o r govemment employees. 
Background checks are conducted i n 
approximately h a l f of the states and a r b i t r a r y 
denial i s noc a problem. 

L i a b i l i t y would force an o f f i c e r to 
approve a l l questionable sales rather than 
take a chance of being sued, thus allowing 
prohibited persons to buy guns. The gun 

89 OAKRIOGE AVENUE. NUTLEY. N.J. 07110-2835 
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Page 2 
November 2, 1993 

lobby wanes to hold law enforcemenc officers liable for a wrongful 
denial buc no one is liable i f a gun i s miscakenly approved and the 
buyer injures or Icills another. 

Another gun lobby proposed amendment to che Brady B i l l is to 
sunset the waiting period provision afcer five years and 
immediately escablish a nacional instant check even if the gcates'. 
g3^iP!Anai ySCOffda are not guf f i e i g n t l v UP to data to CTin an 
effective cheek. The waiting period should noc be superseded by an 
inateuic checic uncil che scaces' criminal records are satisf accorily 
aucomaced. A premature inscanc check is a worthless check. 

Sincerely, 

V i c Oboyski'' 
President 
FLEOA 

/ 
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NATIONAL TROOPERS COALITION 
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NATIONAL TROOPERS COALITION CHAI«M4.N-S omcE 
<4I5 SOUTH SHELBY 

L\DIA>APOUI. fH Ji201.|M 

November 4, 1993 

Honorable W. G. Hefner 
IT. S. House of Representatives 
2470 Raybum House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Hefner: 

As you know, the Brady S i l l i s expected to come up for a floor 
vote very soon. The Nacional Troopers Coalition has been lobbying 
for the Brady B i l l for a long time. The National Troopers 
C o a l i t i o n represents 44,000 State Police and Highway Patrol 
o f f i c e r s i n 45 states. 

With the large number of viol e n t crimes that occur through the 
use of handguns, law enforcement and the nation need the Brady 
B i l l - We r e a l i z e that t h i s b i l l alone w i l l not stop a l l the crimes 
involving a handgun; but I believe i t w i l l have a deterrent e f f e c t 
on some people that niay seek to purchase a handgun for unlawful 
acts - When you pass the b i l l make sure i t does not have any 
weakening amendments that w i l l adversely affecc us. 

Law enforcement l i a b i l i t y SHOULD NOT be a part of the Brady 
B i l l . By common law, public employees are noc or d i n a r i l y l i a b l e 
for damages i n the performance of a discretionary function, such as 
background checks. Our members, as public servants, should not be 
singled ouc for l i a b i l i t y i f an o f f i c e r mistakenly denies a handgun 
tra n s f e r . 

Again, the Brady B i l l w i l l allow us to update our nation's 
criminal records, provide a cooling off period to prevent crimes of 
passion and help step felons from obtaining guns so e a s i l y . The 
National Troopers C s a l i t i o n asks you to pass the Brady B i l l and 
oppose a l l weakening amendments, e s p e c i a l l y . l i a b i l i t y . 

Sincerely, 

James A. Rhinebarger 
Chairman 

JAR/sw 

SUPP04T vouB s T * n noovcn 
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GRAND LODGE 
FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE 

S20 SOUTH HIGH S T R E E T . SUITE 209 • C O L U M B U S , OHIO 43213-9885 • (61 A) 221-0180 * f̂ AX (614) 221-0815 

November 4, 1993 

OEWEY R. STOKES 
NAT1â ML PRESIDENT 

Representative W. G. Hefner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2470 Rayburn H.O.B. 
Washington, DC 20515 

Attention: Irene Schecter 

Dear Representative Hefner: 

The Fraternal Order of Police, a national law enforcement organization 
representing over 248,000 rank and file police officers, urges your support 
for the immediate passage of the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act, 
H.R. 1025. 

The FOP has long supported the Brady bill and it is now time for action on 
this common sense legislation. As law enforcement officers, we need the 
Brady Bill, a national five-working day waiting period and background check 
before the purchase of a handgun, to help us in our daily battle against 
crime. We cannot win the war on crime without reducing the ready 
availability of guns in this nation's streets. 

The FOP strongly urges you to vote in favor of the Brady Bill. In addition, 
we also urge you to vote against any weakening amendments lo the Brady 
Bill. 

We are most concerned with an amendment that would make law 
enforcement liable for money damages if an honest mistake is made during 
a background check. Law enforcement officers are ail too often held as 
scapegoats when all they are doing is enforcing laws and doing their jobs. 
Law enforcement is as anxious as anyone else to make this system work 
properly and is not about to purposely conspire to circumvent the law. This 

• amendment would only set the stage for harassment lawsuits against tha 
police which would in effect tie up an already overburdened judicial system 
and cost the taxpayers endless dollars in legal fees. 

I would be happy to discuss any questions that you may have and thank 
you for your consideration of our concerns. 

Sinserely, 

Dewey R. St^^es 
President 
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November 3, 1993 

Representative W. G. Hefner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2470 Rayburn House Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

T. SCULLY 

JUUES BCRNSTBM 
UNOA UPSETT 

Attent ion: Irene Schecter 

Dear Representative Hefner; 

The National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO), representing over 
140,000 rank and file police officers nationwide, urges immediate passage 
of the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act , H.R. 1025. 

NAPO has lobbied to enact the Brady bill for six years now. The time for 
excuses is over. The police of this nation need the Brady Bill, a national 
f ive-working day wait ing period and background check before the purchase 
of a handgun, to help us in our daily work - work that has grown 
increasingly more dangerous because the vast proliferation of guns. 

NAPO strongly urges you to support the police of this country by vot ing in 
favor of the Brady Bill. We also urge you to vote against any weakening 
amendments to the Brady Bill. We cannot accept anything less than the 
measures currently outlined in H.R. 1025. 

In particular, one amendment that causes us the most concern would make 
us, the police, liable for money damages if an honest mistake is made while 
conducting a background check. This would subject our members to 
perpetual uncertainty over whether a background check was sufficiently 
"di l igent." Damages under this amendment would only extend to cases in 
which a prospective buyer was denied a gun -- not those in which an official 
failed to stop an unlawful transfer. This would also serve to encourage 
police to always err on the side of approving a handgun transfer. 

We appreciate your careful consideration of our concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Robert T. Scully 
Executive Director 
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NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 
1450 DUKE STREET • ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 • 703-836-7827 

CHARLES "BUO" MEEKS 
EXeCUTTVE DIRECTOR 

November 4, 1993 

Honorable W. G. Hefner 
U.S. House of RepresentatiTes 
2470 Raybum House OfHce Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Attention: Irene Schecter 

Dear Representatiye Heftier: 

The National Sheriffs' Association, representing our nation's sheriffs with more than 22,000 
members, has been on record in support of the Brady bill for several years. 

.\s the full House prepares to vote on H.R. 1025, I urge you to stand with America's 
sheriffs and support the Brady bill. Too many law enforcement officials and too many 
.\mericans are dying from handgun violence. The Brady bill is a reasonable and common 
sense approach to reduce and prevent handgun violence in America. 

Please support your sheriffs and all law enforcement and vote for the Brady bill. Also, 
please oppose an amendment that will hold sheriffs and police chiefs liable if we should 
mistakenly deny a person a handgun. 

Your consideration of our support is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Charles "Bud" Meeks 
Executive Director 
National Sheriffs' Association 
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MAJOR CITIES CHIEFS November 3, 1993 

Konorsible w. G. Hefner 
U. S. House o£ Representatives 
2470 Raybum House Building 
Washington, DC 2Q515 
Attention: Irene Schecter 

Dear Representative Hefner: 

Violent crime has r i s e n nearly 19% since 1988, says 
tha FBI, even though che o v e r a l l crime rate dropped 
s l i g h t l y i n 1992. Many c i t i z e n s are a f r a i d to walk in 
Cheir own neighborhoods and children are afraid to go to 
school. This i s not nhe America wa know and love. 

The Major C i t i e s Chiefs i s an organization 
representing the chief adminiscrators from che 47 l a r g e s t 
c i t i e s i n t h i s country. The Major C i t i e s Chiefs have 
supported the Brady B i l l since i t s introduction i n 1987. 
I t i s beyond reason that the Brady B i l l i s noc law, yet. 

I t i s known chat opponents of the Brady B i l l are 
proposing amendments co the Brady 3 i l l to weaken or even 
k i l l the b i l l . The Major C i t i e s Chiefs are asking you to 
pass the Brady B i l l as a strong b i l l , noc as a watered 
down, in e f f e c t i v e b i l l . 

One of the NRA-backed amendments proposed in 
coinmittee i s l i a b i l i t y for o f f i c e r s or agencies 
conducting the background checks. I t i s our 
understanding that if an officer refuses a handgun 
transfer because of che information the officer possessed 
and later it is determined che transfer was legal, that 
the agency, city or even che individual officer may ba 
sued for damages. We believe police officers who are 
assigned to perform the background checks will conduct 
the check in a professional manner as ordered. The idea, 
of police liaijiiity for the Brady Bill is unnecessary, 
mean spirited, and not in the best interest of la.v 
enforcement. 

We encourage vou to oass the Brady B i l l without 
l i a b i l i t y . 

S incerely, ^ 

f i c k ViczSirftcrrrs 
irman 
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N.\TIO\ AI, C RGA.VI7ATION OF 

BL.\.CK LAW ENTDft^ EME.\T Era-XUITV'ES 

JOSEPM U. WRIGHT, J.O. 
etteuHymOltaetor 

IRAHAPfUS 
4 November 1993 

The Honorable W. G. Hefner 
U. S. House of Repieseniadves . 
2470 Raybum H.O.B. 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Represeniaiive Hefner: 

The National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) 
is a natioaal organization made up of over three thousand executive level law 
enforcement officials. As a voice of the African-American community, we 
strongly urge passage of the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act, H.R. 
1025, known as the Brady bill. The Brady bill requires a national five 
working-day waiting period and background check on all prospective handgun 
buyers. 

Gun violence in America is reaching epidemic proportions and our minority 
communities are tiie hardest hit. Some facts: the leading cause of death 
among black males between the ages of 15 and 34 is firearm homicide: 1 in 
every 28 black males bom today is likely to be murdered: nearly half (48%) 
of all black teenage males who died in 1988 were killed witii guns: firearm 
homicide among black males aged 15 lO 19 has increased 125% since 1984. 

For tiiese reasons, NOBLE strongly urges you to vote in favor of the Brady 
bill, and just as imponantiy, to oppose all weakeninf? amendments CO the bill. 
Two amendments of special concern ro us are police liability and a sunset of 
the waiting period. The police liability amendment will make law enforcement 
officials liable for damages in instances where a prospective buyer was 
mistakenly denied a gun. Tliis amendment will encourage law enforcement to 
err on tiie side of approving firearms sales, tiius resulting in more felons 
obtaining handguns. The sunset provision will abolish tiie waiting period after 
sixty montiis witiioui regard to the readiness of a national instant check system. 
In effect, tiiis amendment will repeal die Brady bill. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Wright. 
Executive Director 

4fi09 PINECREST OfT ICE PAFIK DR.. 2ND FLR. - ALE.\ANDRIA. \ A 22312 1412 • (703) 638-1329 • FAX (703) 668-9479 
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nil POUCE EXECUTIVE 
November 4. 1993 RESEARCH FORUM 

Representative W. G. Hefner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2470 Raybum H.O.B. 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Hefner: 

The Police Executive Research Foram. representing progressive police professionals from the 
nation's largest jurisdictions, has long been supportive of the Brady Bill. H.R. 1025. As law 
enforcement chief executives, PERF members are all too familiar witii the widespread violence 
and carnage resulting from the illegal use of handguns. 

In 1991. alone there were over 24.000 handgun-related deaths. Clearly, gun violence in this 
country has reached epidemic proponions. PERF members know we need new measures to keep 
our citizens and police officers safe. The Brady Bill is the first step in securing that safety and 
a better quality of life for all our communities. 

The law enforcement executives who comprise PERF strongly urge you to voce for the Brady 
Bill, and oppose all weakening amendments to the bill. Specifically. PERF members strongly 
oppose any attempts to make law enforcement and other public officials liable for erroneously 
preventing the sale of a handgtm. This amendmem would encourage officials to allow 
questionable handgun purchases, which would seriously undermine the design of the Brady Bill. 
Moreover, in the states that currcntiy have a waiting period on handgtm purchases, there is no 
evidence to suggest that police do, or would, abuse their discretionary powers by capriciously 
denying the sale of a haiidgun. A vote for the liabilicy amendment is a voce againsi police, and 
a vote againsi the Brady Bill. 

If 'I can be of any assistance on this or any utiier maner. do not hesitate to contact me. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

auck Wexler 
Executive Director 
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November 3. 1993 

Represenutive W. G. Hefner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2470 Raybum H.O.B. 
Washington. DC 205IS 

Dear Representative Hefner: 

Since the Brady BUl was first introduced in 1987, 150,000 lives have been lost 
to gim violence in this country. That's 65 men. women and children every day. 

As tragic as these figures are, they are noc the whole story. Scratch the surface 
of these statistics and we find beneath a culture in which one in twenty high school 
students in a given month carries a gun to school. Whether tiiese weapons are carried 
to intimidate or defend, the result is chat our nation's youth are spending their teenage 
years in an environment that breeds violence. Gunshot wounds are the leading cause of 
death for both black and white teenage boys in America. 

But they are not the only ones who suffer. There are other victims ~ victims of 
random drive-by shootings, of vicious assaults, of stray bullets from turf batties. There 
are also the family and friends of the victims who must pick up the pieces after the 
shooting stops. 

We, ac the Police Foundation, know that getting guns off tiie streets and out of 
our schoolyards is not the only answer to this cultural nightmare, buc it must be one of 
the first. The foxmdation is a nonprofit research and technical assistance group that has 
studied police and criminal behavior for nearly 25 years. We know that guns are a 
shortcut to power, wealth and manhood for many. We know thac as a society we must 
make chat shortcut harder and harder to take. Wc know if we take no action, we do so 
at our own peril. 

The Brady Bill, a common sense, straightforward piece of legislation, has been 
held political hostage much too long. It does noc in any way undercut the rights of those 
legitimately entitied to own a gun. The Police Foundation unequivocally supports H.R, 
1025 aod opposes any amendments to chis bill. It should remain intact and make its way 
to President Clinton's desk in the speediest maimer possible. 

Sincerely, 

Hubert Williams 
President 

Over 20 Years of Improving Policing m America 
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nationwide. For tiie past six years, tiie Steering Committee has lobbied hard and long tor ihc 
Brady Bill and now see an enacied Brady Bill in sight. 

We are aware of-an NRA substimte version of tiie "Brady Bill" which will hv ollcred as an 
amendment to the crime bill currently being debated by tiie Senate. We want you ,o know thai 
your nation's police are uncondiiibnaUy and unequivocally opposed to incorporatmg ihis NRA 
substimie version of the Brady Bill into tiie crime bUl. 

Please stand wAh law enforcemem by voting to table any NRA substitute version of the Brady 
BUl which is offered a. an ain̂ ndmem to tiie crime bill. Then when the real Brady Bill S 414. 
come. 10 the Senate fioor as a separate bill, stand witi; law enforcemem once a.ia.n ap.d voic lo 
pass rhc Brcdy Bill. S.414, without any weakening fimendmems. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 

Da%«y R. Wlc**- Pretideia 
Fmeftiil dfter of Police 
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