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U. S. Department of Justice 

V/ashin^ton, D. C. 20530 

Statement of Deputy Attorney General 
Jamie S. Gorelick 

Repeal of the Assault Weapons Ban 
March 22, 1996 

• Bud Meeks of the National Sheriffs Association 
• Jim Pasco of the Fraternal Order of Police 
• Dan Rosenblatt of the lACP 

^Art ^ d r S l * ' ] : t ' ' ' ^ r ' ^".^ ^"^^^'^^'^ent Officers Association 
• Art Reddy o the International Union of Police Associatior.s 
• Chris Donnellan of the International Brotherhood of Police Officers 
• Hubert Williams of the Police Foundation 
! l^^^I^n1'M•?^^.°^!^! ^'^^^^ ^^''^^ Association 
• Colonel Mitchell of the Maryland State Police- and 
• Thomas Frazier, Chief of the Baltimore Police Department 
as well as all the other law enforcement officers here today 

Simply put, a repeal of the Assault Weapons Ban is unconscionable, 

to rid o t ^ S ' S t r l ^ S i ^ ^ * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ t 

sKepticfwh^^^^i^ata^^^^^^^ ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ - ' ^ - ^ ^^""ton did. despite 

too. ê '-r r̂̂ ^̂  
This means fewer assault weapons are aimed at America s police, and citizens. 

lives - - -
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n kr> J n n^'' '^^'' ^"K ^9°' ^^^'^i® Officer Daniel Doffyn. was killed by 
o known gang rr.ember armed with a TEC-9 assault pistol. ^ 

M A C - 1 1 ' i s K ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ """''^"^ ^'"^^ '-̂  '̂̂ ^ ' - ' y year with a 

Q. . ^^'^''^ .f ̂  f ssaiJ't weapons ban came too late for these brave officers and Steve 
Sposato s wife Jody, we'll never know if they would still be with usTthe ban ?Ime 

. e a p o Z Z : T n t u 7 : i e T ' ' ' ' ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

against̂ cn-me.̂ ^ "̂ "̂  ^ '̂'̂  Administration has been taking tough action 

AVCr J f l r l ? l l ? t ^ " ° ' " ® ^ ^if ^^t^^'ished the Anti-Violent Crime Initiative. In the 
!^nSi^n T T ' ''^^'^^^ '̂ •OOO defendants with federal firearms violations and gained convit^tions in 85% of those cases, 

in H, i " ^^"^1*!°"' Administration has continued Project Triggerlock begun 
n the Bush Administration. During Project Tnggerlock. over 27,500 de fen^n t /Sve 
been charged with federal firearms violations. 

We've already funded 33,000 new pohce officers on the streets, and have 
redured the number of assault weapons traced to crime by 18%. 

pnfnrJmrr i nli^^"'^^' ^ ^ongres^ claims to support the nation's dedicated law 
enforcement officers, yet some have voted to cut the funds for more cops on the street 
and are now seeking to replace them with more assault weapons on the street, ' 

V. J !??® "^^^ ^^'^ ^"""^ ^"PP^'^ '^^ enforcement can walk the walk today 
by voting to pieserve an effective crime control law. 

And now I'd like to introduce Colonel David Mitchell of the Maryland State PolinP 

S ° ? h t s e weapons' ^^^astation that cn̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  



T H E WHITE HOUSE 
O F H C E OF T H E V I C E PRESIDENT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: 202-456-7035 

FRIDAY, March 22, 1996 

Prepared remarks of 
Vice President Al Gore 

Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D.C. 

March 22,1996 

Look around this room. You can see a very clear choice between President 
Clinton's values and the values of the Republicans in Congress. The Congress wants 
to take these brave men and women off our streets - and replace them with these 
weapons. 

That's dangerous. That's radical. That's wrong. And it wil l not stand. 

Two years ago . . . after a long, long fight . . . President Clinton - along with 
Congressman Chuck Schumer , Senator Dianne Feinstein, and others - did right by 
our neighborhoods and families. 

They took deadly assault weapons off our streets, and put tens of thousands of 
police officers on our streets. 

And you know what happened? It's working. Violent crime is down. The 
murder rate is down. Robberies are down. 

But now -- with the legislation they're trying to pass this afternoon -- a small 
band of Congressmen wants to march us in the opposite direction. Their logic is 
straight out of Alice in Wonderland. If removing assault weapons and adding police 
officers has made crime decline, then why would anyone possibly want to start 
adding assault weapons and removing police officers? 

I want to know where they got this crazy idea. Who'd they ask? 

Did they ask you? 

No. Police officers don't agree. Mayors don't agree. Lots of Republicans don't 
agree. And let me tell you, Steve Sposato - whose wife's life was taken by an assault 
weapon, and all the families victimized by crime - sure don't agree. 

1 



So let's tell it like it is: plain and simple, this is an lOU to the NRA. 

Speaker Gingrich even said he cut a deal with the Washington gun lobby. So 
he put a silencer on this bill and thought that would muffle the cries of outrage from 
our people and our police. Well, he's wrong ~ dead wrong. 

These guns serve a single purpose: to kill human beings. Hunting deer is a 
sport. Hunting people is a sin. 

Assault weapons have no place in on our streets or in our schoolyards. We 
will not let them return. President Clinton will veto this bill, and keep these tools of 
terror off our nation's streets and away from our nation's schoolyards. 

### 



INTERNATIONAL UNION 
OF POLICE ASSOCIATIONS 
AFL-CIO 
THE ONL Y UNION FOR LA W ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

SAM A. CABRAL 
International President 

ARTHUR J. REDDY 
International Secretary- Treasurer 

Legislative Liaison 

REMARKS FOR THE WHITE HOUSE BRIEFING ON THE ASSAULT WEAPONS 
BAN - March 22, 1996 - Arthur J. Reddy, International Union of Police Associations 

The latest efforts by some Members of Congress to overturn the ban on assault 
weapons is too serious to view as just another exercise in power politics or a symbolic 
gesture toward gun control advocates. It is a real life and death issue to my brother 
and sister officers in law enforcement. 

I have devoted my entire career to public safety, serving for thirty three years 
on the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department before retiring to continue that service as an 
officer in the International Union of Police Associations. If I were to take any other 
position than to strongly support banning assault weapons and to urge all decent 
thinking Members of Congress to stand just as firm, I would do a disservice to the 
80,000 men and women our union represents and the thousands of other law 
enforcement officers in this nation. 

Do not be misled by claims that the ban has not had a measurable affect on 
crime. Crime statistics are measured over long periods of time, not the months that 
have passed since the assault weapons ban took affect. Crime statistics are 
measured in cold statistical terms of deaths per thousand populations, not by listing 
the names of those stricken down in the line of duty. 

Instead of statistics let me cite the names of some police officers, who until this 
past year sen/ed the public safety, laughed with friends, and gave comfort and joy to 
their families. Officer Keith Konopasek of the Oakland, California Police Department 
was shot to death in the line of duty by an assassin wielding an AK 47. Lieutenant 
Herbert Stovall of the Peralta Community College Police Department in California was 
also struck down by an AK 47, a weapon which has no purpose other than to kill 
human beings. Officer Jim Wilson of the Omaha, Nebraska Police Department was 
struck down by eleven, I repeat eleven, high powered, high velocity, rapid fire rounds 
from what was either an SKS or an AK 47. 

MORE 

International Headquarters • 1421 Prince Street • Suite 330 • Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2805 • (703) 549-7473 



ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN REMARKS - P.2 

Many of my friends and colleagues own and use sporting firearms for legitimate 
recreation. They all know, and they all agree, there is nothing in the assault weapons 
ban that endangers their ability to compete in marksmanship matches or to hunt 
game. The firearms in their possession were made for legitimate sporting use and 
remain untouched by this ban. 

Unlike legitimate, legal sporting firearms, assault weapons have one single 
purpose, to kill human beings, and the human beings at risk are on a real front line 
where real bullets are fired, not some verbal front line in a debate in the halls of 
Congress. I have given you but three names. I challenge each of you to go the Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial on the evening of May 13th this year. I challenge you 
to attend the candle light vigil and stare in the faces of veteran officers and rookies 
alike as they bid farewell to trusted partners. I challenge you to look honestly into the 
faces of young widows, bereaved mothers, stricken fathers, and confused and 
frightened children and tell me eye to eye that these weapons of human destruction 
should not continue to be banned as the 103rd Congress and this Administration in its 
wisdom has done. 

Ask yourself, how many names will we have to add to the gray walls of our 
memorial because of the misguided and cynical self interest of those who seek to 
overturn this ban. Your answer is only as good as your resolve to continue the ban. 

END 



Law Enforcement Particinants for Vice-President's meeting at the Ti-o.asui-v Dent. 

Colonel David Mitchell - Superintendent of the Maryland State Police. 
He will introdiice the Vice-President at the Press Conference. 

Stephen Sposato - sî oiise of victim. 
His wife was murdered with an assault weapon at a law firm in San Francisco. 

Ar t Reddy - Vice-President of the International Union of Police Associations (lUPA). 
Art is a former narcotics officer from California for many years. lUPA endorsed the 
Clinton-Gore in '92 and every aspect of the Crime Bill. 

Vic O'Boyski - President of the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association (FLEOA). 
Vic is also a U.S. Marshall from New York. 

Dan Rosenblatt- Executive Director of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP) 
The Vice President recently met Police Chief David Walchak, the President of lACP, in his 
West Wing office for a photo op. 

James Pasco- Executive Director the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). 
The FOP represents approximately 300,000 rank and file law enforcement officers 
nationwide. Jim Pasco formerly worked at the Congressional Affairs office at ATF until 2 
years ago. 

Mike Tenore - National Trustee of the Fraternal Order of Police from Ohio. 

Marty Pfeifcr - Sergeant of the D.C. Metropolitan Police Department and the F.O.P. Chairman 
for the Police Memorial Week, 

Mary Ann Daly - wife of victim 
Her husband, Hank Daly, was a D C. Metropolitan Police Sergeant who was murdered with 
an assault weapon during the shoot out in the D.C. police building last year. 

Chris Donnellan - Legislative Director of the International Brotherhood of Police Officers. 

,Bnd Meeks- Executive Director of National Sheriffs Association 

Chief Tom Frazici-^- Chief of the City of Baltimore, Maryland. 

Major Wendell France - President of the National Black Police Officers Association. 

John Cohen - Representing National Narcotic Officers Associations Coalition, 
John is a former California Police Officer. 

There will also be 12 law enforcement officers in uniform sitting on the exterior of the table. 
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ATTENDEES 

Art Reddy 
*John Zook 
*Mark Purcell 
*Eric Ratliffe 
*Guy Bishop 
Vic O'Boyski 
Melinda Lund 
Beth McGee 
Charles Meeks 
Chris Donnellan 
John Cohen 
•"Thomas Frazier 
•*Stephen T. Moyer 
•"David B. Mitchell 
James Pasco 
•"Mike Tenore 
Daniel Rosenblatt 
Stephen Sposalo 
*Marty Pfeifer 
Mary ,\nn Daly 

CUNTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 



ADDITIONAL NAMES TO BE CCEARED IN TO TREASURY DEI' f l"OR 10:30am 

The following people will be attending the meeting in Room 3127 or jusl tho press conference in 

room 4121; 

Steven Crumrine 
Hubert Williams 
JC Stamps 
James Guest 
Chuck Wexler 
Kevin Burke 
Terrcnce Burke 
Wendell Fraiice 

• ^ ^ ( b ) ( 6 ) i ! ' ; | j ; 

(bV6) 

fcif;j''^^bf6);£i^^8 

(b)(6)3Sj;S 

(* indicate officer m uniform) 



USA Today 
March 22, 1996 

Ready, aim, fire! 
The limited 1994 federal ban on assault-

stj'le weapons has made every American 
saifer, at no cost to taxpayers or individual 
liberty. So why are House Republicans 
ramming through a repeal today? There's 
no good reason, and here's why: 

• The ban is Justified. Fewer than 1% of 
all tirearms in private hands are assault-
style weapons. But since 1990, they've ac­
counted for 6.5% of all gun traces by federal 
agents. In five months last year, they were 
used to murder at least eight police officers. 

> The ban is working. In the first eight 
months of 1995, the number of assault-
style 'veapons îsed in crimes fell by 18% 

over the same period in 1994. 
• The ban is popular. Pubhc support is 

70% — among gun owners, 60% — accord­
ing to USA TODAY/CNN/GaUup poUs. 

• The ban b carefully limited. It prohib­
its the manufacture and sale only of a limit­
ed number of assault-style weapons. All 
such existing guns are grandfathered in; 
670 hunting rifles are exempted by name. 

So why try to repeal it? 
In the 1993-94 election cycle, the Nation­

al Rifle Association spent $5.6 million on 
behalf of pro-gun candidates, mostly Re­
publicans. That now appears to have been 
money well spent — at least if you are the 
citizen who is holding the semiautomatic 
weapon, and not the citizen who is staring 
down its blood-dark barrel. 

New York Times 
March 22, 1996 

Keep the Assault-Weapons Ban 
For more than a year, Republican leaders in 

Congress have looked for the right moment to try to 
repeal the ban on assauit-style weapons enacted in 
1994. The law commands overwhelming public sup­
port, so there has not been an especially convenient 
time. Now the Republicans have abruptly scheduled 
a vote in the House today, without any hearings or 
votes by the Judiciary Committee or its relevant 
subcommittees, in the hope that supporters of the 
ban do not have time to rally their forces. The 
leadership's action is an outrageous attempt to 
placate the gun lobby and must be defeated. 

The floor vote was bound to happen sooner or 
later. Speaker Newt Gingrich promised the Nation­
al Rifle Association in 1994 that he would overturn 
the assault-weapons ban after it was passed by only 
one vote in the House, Opponents see the ban as 
contrary to the right to bear arms, but that is a 
specious argument. The law bars the manufacture, 
import and sale of 19 specific assault-weapons 
models that are used almost exclusively by crimi­
nals, gangs and drug dealers. The ban is supported 
by the National Association of Police Organizations 
and other police groupŝ  According to the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, it has already cut 

the number of assault weapons involved in crimes. 
If it passes in the House, the repeal is likely to 

be defeated in the Senate and certain to be vetoed by 
President Clinton if it ever gets to the White House. 
For Bob Dole, the Senate majority leader and likely 
Republican Presidential nominee, the m.easure 
poses an awkward but crucial test of leadership. M r. 
Dole has also promised to seek the repeal, and he 
repeated the pledge while courting conservatives in 
his Presidential campaign. But he also seems to 
realize that repealing it would undercut his at­
tempts to portray himself as a centrist. 

Supporters of the repeal may well win in the 
House, but even if they do, opponents should try to 
make it by as small a margin as possible so that it is 
clear that a veto by President Clinton cannot be 
overridden. The freshmen Republicans, in particu­
lar, ought to give serious thought to supporting local 
law enforcement officials instead of the National 
Rifle Association. 

In the year of a Presidential campaign, the 
Republican Party should not become so beholden to 
the gun lobby and its campaign contributions that it 
arrtJgantly ignores what has been learntd about law 
enforcement and the spread of guns. 

.-1 



Law Enforcement Participants for Vice-President's meeting at the Treasury Dept. 

Colonel David Mitchell - Superintendent of the Maryland State Police. 
He will introduce the Vice-President at the Press Conference. 

Stephen Sposato - spouse of victim. 
His wife was murdered with an assault weapon at a law firm in San Francisco. 

A r t Reddy - Vice-President of the International Union of Police Associations (lUPA). 
Art is a former narcotics officer from California for many years. lUPA endorsed the 
Clinton-Gore in '92 and every aspect of the Crime Bill. 

Vic O'Boyski - President of the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association (FLEOA). 
Vic is also a U.S. Marshall from New York. 

Dan Rosenblatt- Executive Director of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP) 
The Vice President recently met Police Chief David Walchak, the President of lACP, in his 
West Wing office for a photo op. 

James Pasco- Executive Director the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). 
The FOP represents approximately 300,000 rank and file law enforcement officers 
nationwide. Jim Pasco formerly worked at the Congressional Affairs office at ATF until 2 
years ago. 

Mike Tenore - National Trustee of the Fraternal Order of Police from Ohio. 

Marty Pfeifer - Sergeant of the D.C. Metropolitan Police Department and the F.O.P. Chairman 
for the Police Memorial Week. 

Mary Ann Daly - wife of victim 
Her husband, Hank Daly, was a D.C. Metropolitan Police Sergeant who was murdered with 
an assault weapon during the shoot out in the D.C. police building last year. 

Chris Donnellan - Legislative Director of the International Brotherhood of Police Officers. 

Bud Meeks- Executive Director of National Sheriffs Association 

Chief Tom Frazier - Chief of the City of Baltimore, Maryland, 

Major Wendell France - President of the National Black Police Officers Association, 

John Cohen - Representing National Narcotic Officers Associations Coalition, 
John is a former California Police Officer. 

There will also be 12 law enlbiceiiient olTicers iii Liniform silting on the exterior of ihe table. 
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ATTENDEES 

Art Reddy 
*John Zook 
*Mark Purcell 
•Erie Ratliffe 
*Guy Bishop 
Vic O'Boyski 
Melinda Lund 
Beth McGee 
Charles Meeks 
Chris Donnellan 
John Cohen 
*Thomas Frazier 
* Stephen T. Moyer 
•David B. Mitchell 
James Pasco 
*Mike Tenore 
Daniel Rosenblatt 
Stephen Sposato 
*Marty Pfeifer 
Mary Ann Daly 
*Wendell France 
*Stephen Crumin 

•fHHilWilff̂ WffP 

CLINTON ilBRARYPHOTOCOPY 

*plus six more officers in uniform 

I'll fax list with complete DOB and SSC tomorrow morning. Thanks. 

(* indicate officer in uniform) 
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T H E L A W 

ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 

r he assault weapons ban prohibits the manufacture of 19 
specific military-style assault weapons and others with 

specific combat features, "copy-cat" models, and certain high-
capacity ammunition magazines. Since its effective date of 
September 13, 1994, the ban has kept countless military-style 
weapons off America's streets and is now also generating 
criminal prosecutions. 

The assault weapons ban is an invaluable tool in deterring the 
manufacture and proliferation of combat-style fu-earms that are 
designed to kill as many people as quickly as possible. 

28 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Public Affairs 

Washington. D.C 20530 

FACT SHEET: THE BAN ON ASSAULT WEAPONS 

WHEN IT BECAME LAW: September 13, 1994, as part of President Qinton's Violent 
Cnme Control Act, 

HOW IT WORKS: The law bans the manufacture of 19 military-style assault weapons 
assault weapons with spedfic combat features, "copy-cat" models, and certain high-capacitC 
ammunition magazines of more than ten rounds. The law also protects the rights of hunters 
by specifically exempting more than 650 types of hunting and sporting weapons by name. 

HOW IT IS SAVING LIVES: After the ban took effect, the number of assault weapons 
traced to crimes dropped a full 18 percent - even thought they had been steadily rising 
before the ban was enacted. & 

• " ^AR ASSAULT WHAPQNS TRACED TO CRTMF. 
9/92-9/93 3 ^ 
9/93-9/94 4,269 (28% INCREASE) 

(9/94 ~ BAN GOES INTO EFFECT) 
9/94-9/95 3,504 (18% DECREASE) 

[Source: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms] 

HOWA SIMHAR BAN WORKED IN THE PAST: One year after the Bush Administration 
banned the importation of certain assault weapons, the number of imported assault weapons 
traced to crime fell by 45 percent (even as while the number of domestic assault weapons 
traced to cnme remained the same), [Source: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms] 

THE WEAPONS OF CHOICE FOR CRIMINALS: Although assault weapons account for 
only one percent of privately-owned firearms in this country, they are eight times more likely 
to be used m cnme than other guns. [Source: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fireanns] 

™ THREAT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT: More than one-third of all police who were 
killed by guns between January 1,1994 and September 30, 1995 were killed by illegal assault 
weapons. Just last year, at least 11 police officers were killed by assault weapons 
[Source: National Law Enforcement Monument Officers Fund, Handgun Control Inc.] 

# # # 

' ^ ' ^ (202) 5H-2008 
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Q/A - ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 

Q; What proof do you have that the assault weapons ban is working? 

A: After steadily rising until the ban took effect, the number of assault weapons traced 
to crimes dropped a full 18 percent in the year after the ban took effect. 

This is consistent with the Bush Administration's experience banning the ijmponation 
of certain assault weapons. One year after that ban the number of imported assault 
weapons traced to crime fell by 45 percent — even as while the number of domestic 
assault weapons traced to crime remained the same. 

Q: How many prosecutions have there been? 

A: We don't have a current breakdown, but the bill is about keeping weapons off the 
street. Prosecutors often prefer to charge defendants on other charges - like the 
case of Francisco Doran, who used an assault rifle to fire at the White House. 

Q: Isn't this a lot of excitement about a very small share of all guns and of all crunes? 

A: Although these weapons account for only one percent of privately-owned firearms in 
this coimtry, they represent eight percent of the guns traced to criminal activities. 

Q: What exactly is banned? 

A: The law bans the manufacmre of 19 military-style assault weapons, assault weapons 
with specific combat feamres, "copy-cat" models, and certain high-capacity 
ammunition magazines of more than ten rounds. The law also protects the rights of 
hunters by specifically exempting more than 650 types of hunting and sporting 
weapons by name. 

Q: What about the bill's "Armed Violent Criminals Initiative" requiring new task forces, 
requiring the designation of an Assistant U.S. Attomey in each district to handle gun 
cases, and other steps to fight gun violence? 

A: I'm afraid that they haven't checked on what we are doing lately ~ the Attorney 
General announced her Anti-Violent Crime Initiative two years ago doing just those 
types of things, and it is having an effect. What we need along side that is an assault 
weapons ban that will also save lives. 
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B̂ artment of fusftitt 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 1996 (202) 616-2777 

,^ TDD (202) 514-1888 
AG RENO STATEMENT ON REPEAL OF THE ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 

p«no !!L5°r,?''^r. n̂ ^̂.®"'̂ *̂^ ""^^^^ assault weapons ban, AG 
Reno made the following statement at a press a v a i l a b i l i t y : 

''When I came to Washington three years ago, one of the f i r s t things 
I aid was to s i t down with America's law enforcement leaders aSd 
ask them what t h e i r p r i o r i t i e s were, 

-Without hesitating, they t o l d me what assault weapons are doino to 
t h e i r communities and how rank and f i l e police have come to fear 
criminals with these k i l l i n g machines — and how fru s t r a t e d thev 
e f f l c t i v l act^on^^"^ interests are preventing them from taking 

"Assault weapons have become the weapons of choice for v i o l e n t 
criminals, drug dealers, gangs and dangerous maniacs everywhere. 
They have been used on schoolyards, at a i r p o r t s , in bank lobbies, 
on t r a i n s , in t r a f f i c , and in front of the White House. They have 

!^!u^P?.^^'"^ purpose, and you won't f i n d them i n a duck 
b l i n d or at the Olympics. And more than one-third of a l l police 
o f f i c e r s who are k i l l e d by guns are k i l l e d by i l l e g a l assault 
weapons. 

"But then in 1994, with the support of President Clinton, every 
major police organization and an overwhelming maloritv of the 
American people, Congress enacted an h i s t o r i c ban on the 
manufacture of assault weapons. Without a doubt, the assault 
weapons ban is saving l i v e s . For in j u s t one year a f t e r the ban 
i r p e r c e n t ' """^^^ °^ assault weapons traced to crime dropped 

I ' J ^ ^ u ^ f ^ ^ i i ^ ^ ''̂ P̂?"̂  ^^"^ worked, and i t i s unconscionable to 
think that sj^ecial interests in Congress should or could r o l l i t 
back now. The price of going back is too high — even though the 
fhLi^'^ni^'"^' "u"^ police officers lost their lives last year to 
these killing machines. ^ 

"This is a contest between the special interests and the public 
i n t e r e s t . That's an easy choice: ve are standing up for the 
American people - and President Clinton w i l l veto any repeal 
attempt of this ban as i t exists today " t^peai 

96-125 
ff4 
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Proposed Remarks of Assistant Secretary (Enforcement) 
James E. Johnson 

on the Retention of the Assault Weapons Ban 
IMarch 21,1996 

Congressman Schumer, thank you for asking me to appear 

before you today to discuss this important issue. As you know, 

last week I was confirmed as Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 

for Enforcement. Before taking this post, I served as Deputy 

Chief of the Criminal Division in the United States Attorney's 

office in the Southern District of New York. I was an Assistant 

United States Attomey for six years. As a federal prosecutor 

and in my current role, I have been, and continue to be, 

privileged to play a small part in fulfilling a fundamental duty of 

govemment: to protect the men, women and children of this 

Nation from crime and violence. 
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I am privileged to join the Clinton Administration which 

has worked tirelessly to promote this same goal. Working 

closely with you and many of your colleagues, this 

Administration has pursued initiatives such as the 1994 Crime 

Bill, which will place 100,000 more police on the streets, and 

the Brady Law, which has stopped 44,000 people with criminal 

records from buying guns. To date, as you know, these 

measures have been instmmental in the fight against crime. 

The Assault Weapons Ban is another important anti-crime 

initiative. If we are to fiilfill our obligation to protect our 

people, we must have laws which help us fulfill that obligation. 

It serves no purpose to put these guns in the hands of criminals 

at the risk of our citizens' lives. 
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The 19 kinds of banned assault weapons are not hunting or 

sporting weapons. They have great value, however, for criminals 

who seek to outgun law enforcement and hold our 

neighborhoods hostage. 

Similarly, large capacity magazine clips present a serious 

threat to public safety. They enable criminals to fire 

continuously and indiscriminately before reloading. 

The assauh weapons ban is working to help reverse this 

trend by stopping the spread of the dangerous, military-style 

weapons used by criminals. Indeed, preliminary figures 

indicate that the number of requests for traces of semi-automatic 

weapons linked to crimes has decreased in the year since the 

passage of the Assault Weapons Ban. 
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Congressman Schumer, I would like to thank you again for 

asking me to appear before you today and for reminding us of a 

vital fact: a repeal of the Assault Weapons Ban will not make 

America safer. To the contrary, it will constitute a step 

backward. Keeping the ban helps to stop the proliferation of 

these weapons; Repealing it could add tens of thousands of 

newly manufactured assault weapons to our streets. 

We must continue to protect our citizens and law 

enforcement from the violent criminals who, for too long, have 

had access to ever-increasing firepower. It is our duty. The 

assault weapons is vital to this mission. 

Thank you. 

TOTfiL P.05 
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GETTING GUNS AND THUGS 
OFF THE STREETS 

Protecting Puerto Rico: 

• In the first conviction under the 
assault weapons ban nationwide, on 
May 4, J99S, in Puerto Rico, 
Otoniel Rivera Miranda pleaded 
guilty to possessing a semiautomatic 
assault weapon, specifically a 
Norinco model MAK-90. 7.62 
millimeter. 

On July 31, 1995, Rafael Noriega 
Milldn and six members of his gang 
pleaded guilty in Puerto Rico to 
assorted gun offenses. Rafael 
Noriega Milldn, the king pin of a 
gang involved in firearms dealings, 
bought "assault weapons" in Miami 
and sold them to Puerto Rican gangs 
that were involved in such violent 
crimes as drug trafficking, 
carjackings and bank robberies. 
Two Milldn gang members were 
convicted of possessing assault 
weapons, and one of them was 
convicted of possessing a machine 
gun, a converted TEC-9. The 
purchaser of the weapons in Miami 
pled to a conspiracy count and, 
according to ATF, the Penichet Oun 
Shop, where the assault weapons 
were purchased, has been closed 
down. ATF videotaped several 
transactions there of assault 
weapons being sold to undercover 
agents. 

Protecting Texas: 

In the Northem District of Texas, 
Peter Koh of Fort Worth pleaded 
guilty to making a telephone bomb 
threat and possessing a semi­
automatic rifle in connection with 
activities involving a bomb threat to 
the Fort Worth Independent School 
District. Sentencing is scheduled 
for November. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

The ban on assault weapons will continue 
to dry up the supply of these killing 
machines on the streets. The assault 
weapons ban in the VCCA will make these 
weapons of choice for killers harder and 
harder to obtain. 

29 
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: Robert T. Scully 

Cop Killer Guns 
The gun lobby doesn't like the term "assault 

weapon* applied to semi-autpnutic guns like 
- the ^fIAC•ll or the AK-47. [t con}ures up the 
- «TODg Image. So, in the interest of cUriiScation, 

let's call them what they reaLy aie: cop Idller 
' pins. 
; For a simple mugging, an assault weapon is 

overkill. Against a single, unarmed opponent, it 
doesn't mucJi matter what kind of firearm you 
have; a cheap, highly concealable 22 caliber 
revolver will work as well as any other gun. But 
tf your inler>ded target U a police o£5cer, 
firepower becomes a major consideration. 
Against a well-anned opponent, criminals opt 
for a battlefield weapon equipped with an 
ammunition magazine holding 30 or more 
rounds. 

Last November, a suspect walked into police 
neaoqiiarters in Washington, D.C. aimed with a 
MAOll, he opened fire on local police and 
federal law enforcement officers. They never 
had a chance.- Before killing himself, the gun­
man murdered a D.C. police sergeant and two 
FBI agenis.-

bi March of this year, when Tampa poUoe 
pursued two robbery suspects, one of the 
suspects opened fire on two of the officers with 
an SKS rifle equipped with a 30-round maga-
anc. Both ofScers were critically wounded, one 
was shot in the chest, the other shot twice in 
the leg. At least 19 shote were fiiwJ, 

Oa Aprfl 20 cf this year, police in Haddon 
Heights, NJ., responded to complaints that a 
man was molesting a ŷear-old child. Alter 
ducovering that the suspect had a prior arrest 
record for illegal weapon possession, the police 
attempted to search his house for weapons. 
After a long standoff with police, a poUce officer 

an investigator were dead, and another 

police officer was shot four limes. The suspect 
was armed with an AK-47, Witnesae* reported 
that more than 100 shots were fired. 

Then on April 26, a Prince George's County 
police officer, John Novabiliski, was shot while 
sitting in his cruiser outside a liquor store. 
Eleven or liiore shots were fired. Police suspect 
that a MAC-1 f assault pistol, converted to 
automatic fire, waa the murder weapon. 

Two days later, in Littleton, Colo., a dis­
traught gunman opened fire at a supermarket, 
Wlir»g three people, including his wife and a 
sheriffs sergeant A fourth person was wouiul-
ed in the leg. Police reported that the assailant 
was armed with an assault rifle and thr«e other 
guns. 
. LMI September, President Clinton signed 
mto law a ban on the fiiture nwuficture and 
unportation of assault weapons like the AK-47 
and the MAC-U used in these cop killings, 
Coo j^ also banned the further manufacture 
of the. laxige-capadty ammunition magazines 
that wera used in aS these ahootings. 

That ban came too late to save the lives of 
the police officers mentioned above, but il can 
save lives of other officers. After PresWent 
Bush banned the Importatbn of assault rifles in 
1989, the number of such wê wns traced to 
cnmes dropped sharply the following year. 
Similarly, after California banned assault weap­
ons in 1989, dties such as Oakland reported a 
sharp drop In the number pf assault weapons 
bemg confiscated by police. 

The 1994 ban ca assault weapon production 
IS not a mirade cure for gun violenoe, bpt it will 
reduce the firepower of criminals and In time 
save the Uvea of police offfijerB and the Aroeil-
can pubUc. First, however, it must be given a 
chance to work. 

nMRdltUUUIIIC 

Critka d the 1994 law ar̂ ue that manu-
facturm are gettirtg around the ban by simply 
redeslgdng weapons to comply with the re­
quirementa ol the Uw. Instead of. manufactur­
ing weapons with 30-round ammunition maga-

ones, they.aie producing magazines holduif; 10 
rounds: Instead of producing guns wiih mLiJLi[:.le 
assault weapon features tike a folding stock (̂ or 
concealability) and a pistol grip (for sUbiiiiy 
during rapid fire), they are putting only one 
assault weapon feature on their new guns (ihe 
maamum allowed by the new law), So what's 
wrong with that? 

If critics of the ban are convinced it's not 
working, why don't they Join in an efJon to 
strengthen the law? The arswer is siinpJc— 
they don't want it to work. They don't p;i(rol 
our streets, and they don't care how many bw 
eaiforcement officers and dvQians are killed, 
they just want the ban repealed. 

Opponents of the assault weapon law al^ 
like to portray the ban as an anti-gun conspira­
cy. And that's dead wrong. Police, like most 
Americans, are not anti-gun. Law enforcemeni 
can count hunters, target shooters, and OI)'ni-
pic goW medalists among our ranks. The twn is 
not about anyone's right to own a gun, ii's 
about reasonable limitations on the kind of 
firepower that gun manufacturers can produ-ce, 
simply put, Who needs a NWC-11 to go hunUni' 
or to defend their home? 

Virtually every major national law enlorcc-
ment organization—-including the National As­
sociation of Police Organizations, which repre­
sents tnore than 180,000 sworn ' 
enforcement officers—worked for years lo 
pass the ban these cop killer guns. And 
we're hot about to gh'e up now. 

The writer, a 26-year veteran of the De{roil 
police department, isexecutive director of 
the Natiofuil Association of Police 
Organizatiotis Inc. 

n. 
o. 
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March 21. 1996 

The Honorable Newt Gingrich 
United States House of Representatives 
232 H-Capitol 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Speaker Gingrich: 

On behalf of the National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO) representing 
over 185,000 sworn law enforcement officers from 3,500 police unions and 
associations throughout the cotmuy, I would like to express our strong opposition to 
any repeal of the assault weapons ban. 

As rank and file cops, om: members walk the streets daily to protect the peace and 
tliey know only too well the threat that these cop-killer guns pose on our nation's 
streets. Criminals often opt for superior firqrawer when confronting well-armed 
law enforcement officers. That's why a battlefield weapon holding dozens of roimds 
is the gun of choice for the drug dealer, gang member and terrorist. Why does 
Congress want to make law enforcement's job more difficult by allowing tiiugs 
easier access to these dangerotis weapons? 

Exscuuv* Olrador 
ROQERT T. SCULLY 

QatMral Caumal 
WIUJAM J . JOHNSON 

(.•gitlafiv* Censtiltants 
JULES BERNSTEIN 
UNDA UPSETT 

NAPO delegates have voted tmanimously in support of the assault weapons 
prohibition since day one. We have worked long and hard to enact the ban into law 
and we will continue to ensure it remains so. 

With many serious issues facing our nation, we simply do not understand why 
arming the country to the teeth with cop-killer guns is a priority of this Congress. 
Let there be no doubt, a vote for repeal of assault weapons ban is a vote against law 
enforcement. 

I strongly urge you to support law enforcement by opposing this ill-conceived repeal 
of the assault weapon ban, a critical public safety measure. Law enforcement 
simply cannot afford more cop-killer guns on our streets. 

Roben T. Scully 
Executive Director 

CO. The Honorable Richard Amiey, The Honorable Richard Gephardt, The 
Honorable David Bonior. 
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NATIONAL NARCOTiC OFFICERS'ASSOCIA TIONS COALITION 
24fop WaAtut Street, Suite 201 
Santa Clan'ta, Ca/ifimia$T^2I 

(Sos) 2$o-2is4 • Fax (Sos) 287-9823 
CBAIRMAN 
Richard M. Sloan 
Califomia Narcotic Officers' Assn. 

Tim Nelson 
Nonh Carolina Narcotic Enforcement 
Officers' Assn. 

Robert M. Ferris 
County Narcotic CommaiKlers Assn. 

of New Jersey 

UECOimMNGSECitETARr 
James E. Van Pelt 

New Jersey Narcotic Enforcement 
Officers' Assn. 

Alabama Narcotic 
Officers' Assn. 

Arkansas Narcotic 
Officers' Assn. 

Arizona Narcoiic 
Officers' AsGD. 

California Narconc 
Officers* Assn. 

Connecticut 
Narcotic Enforcement 
Officers' Assn. 

Florida Narcotic 
Officers* Assn. 

Illinois Drug Enforcement 
OlTiccrfl' A,ssn. 

Indiana Drug 
Cntorcement Assn., Inc. 

Louisiana Narcotic 
Officers" Assn. 

New Jersey Narcoiic 
tinforcemenl Officers" 
Assn. 

County Narcotic Commanders 
Assn. of New Jersey 

New England Narcotic 
Enforcement Officers' Assn. 

North Carolina Narcotic 
Enforcemem Officers' Assn. 

Narcoiic Assn. of Regional 
Cootdinating Officers of 
Ohio 

Assn. of Oklahoma 
Narcotic Enforcers 

Oregon Narcotics 
Enforcement Assn. 

Pennsylvania Narcotic 
Officers' Assn. 

Texas Narcoiic 
Officers' Assn. 

Utah Narcotic Officers" Assn 

Washington State Narcotics 
Investigators' Assn. 

March 21, 1996 

President Clinton 
White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

'\.-.'r-7,. 

B. lident, 
^ M l ^ m National Narcotic Officere" Assod^s^oal i t igp) w a ^ t o e d 
@ | | » f a n d now has a memttership, of ^7 s^te ̂  jpGO|icJ^#ficer 

^^iations;f^fesentingiover^a,Obb drug i ^ ^ ^ x p ^ ^ ^ ^ - The 
^faflition w a ^ | a j e d as an ̂  umbrella org^i^^**^^**'^^ 
» i^ j t i c o f f ^ ^ o r k i n g through their lnd«^ | f fa f^ , ajsssocjibons. to 
^,^^nu(^i|^_ed voice ifl our nation's ca^lr' "ry^^^^^p' 

^ ^ S f e ^ p i ^ p o n s a lS^S^f i^^^i# io ice , .p f tli^^ The 
C o a i f e ^ ^ S ; o p p o s e ^ ^ ^ W * ^ a l tJi& current on these 
types of If C o n l ^ i i ^ i a ^ ^ t e assiait^wea^ns ban they 
will be makin§1re 

Richard M. Sloan 
Chairman 
National Narcotic Officers' 
Associations Coalition 

RMS96021.im 
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^^'"^W CHUCK YiEXLZR 
mo comicncm AVENUE, N. W.. SUITE 930 gSiSSSSB ETCECUTIVE VIKCTOR 
mSWNGTOS. D.C. 20036 
PHONE <ZOl) 466-7S:0 
FAX: (202) t^TS2t> 
m': (Z02) ib6-2670 II) 

POLICE EXECUTIVE 
RESEARCH FORUM 

Date: March 21, 1996 

Police Chiefs Support Assault Weapons Ban and 
Urge House Not to Repeal 

w^nmon. DC-Mcmb« of <hc Poli« ' ' ^ ^ " ^ S ^ i " " ^ ! " . ^ ' 
progressive police chiefs who represent . ^ - f of ttie MSlult w-pons 
Llemed over *e House ot ^ r b ^ ? ^ ! . bec«ne law « pait of 

peace Chiefs in A-nerica's ' ^ ^ ^ 0 ^ ^ ^ ° ^ ^ ^ 
apparent, PERF members arc ^utiag^^hal Congress w l^^ij 
w ' ^ s ban," said PERF .s quickly .and easily as 
ownership of guns whose pnmary purpose "."'J^*^ * r ^ ^ sense that police and law-

abiding ciuzens would want to keep meac w«*»ĵ  t~ 
to keep the assault weapons ban as law. 

T,e assaid. weapons ban ,^uir«l ^ J ^ ' ^ ^ ^ Z ^ ^ ^ r ^ l ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ' 
automatic assault weapons and > ^ ' T ' S T j ^ i ^ ^ t ^ ' ^ baa. Impom of aisault weapons 

The assault weapon, ban wa. 

citizens, 

m 
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IfNTROPUCnOIV; 

Representative Schumer, other distinguished members, my name is Dan Rosenblatt and I am 

Executive Director of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP), the world's 

largest and oldest non-profit, executive level law enforcement association. The lACP represents 

over 14,730 chief law enforcement executives, superintendents, directors, managers and 

commissioners from across the country and from eighty-one countries around the world. I am 

here today representing the lACP on behalf of our President, Mr. David G. Walchak. Chief of 

Police in Concord, New Hampshire - as he is on association business overseas. 

TACP HAS MORE IMP0RT|4NT THINGS TO DO: 

Ordinarily, 1 am honored to be given the opportunity to come before Congress and offer 

testimony, on behalf of our nation's law enforcement community, concerning issues of critical 

importance to our citizens safety, protection, freedom and liberty. But I must tell you that I 

resent having to be here today. The lACP has plenty of other work to do - from planning an 

upcoming lACP Summit on Youth Violence in April which will bring together police, criminal 

justice professionals, social workers, teachers and many others to address the issues of teen 

violence, victimization, juvenile delinquency and gang related violence, to continuing our 

cooperative efforts to collect police use offeree data with state chief associations and the U.S. 

Department of Justice to utilize in formulating better training and education for police officers, to 

working to improve the Image & Ethics of Police through several venues to include legislative 

efforts to identify and "weed out" bad cops by improving background checks and uncovering 

prior police employment histories 
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THE 104TH CONGRESS HAS MORE IMPORTANT ISSUES TO PEBATK: 

Furthermore, this Congress has many more important issues to deal with and very limited time left 

on the legislative calendar to get it done -- from providing tribal law enforcement with adequate 

funding for 1996 through the Interior Department Appropriations, providing a commission to 

study the issues surtounding the proliferation of legal gambling, providing continued fimding for 

1996 through the DOJ for various state and local law enforcement initiatives combating crime, 

gang and drug-related violence, to reforming Habeas and providing law enforcement with 

adequate tools through appropriations and anti-terrorism legislation to fight woridwide organized 

crime, terrorism, and international drug trafficking. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPORTS THE BAN: 

Law enforcement came to Capitol Hill united in support of the Assault Weapons Ban as part of 

the 1994 Crime Bill, a sensible gun regulation which has proven to decrease police vulnerability to 

death and injury in the performance of the job. The hearings were held, the debate was fierce, and 

the ban was passed into law, and, while the critics said that police officers were not threatened by 

these guns, these guns have become the weapons of choice among the youngest and most violent 

in our society - and they use them against cops! Now, when studies are beginning to show that 

the law is working by squeezing out the available supply of these military style, assault weapons in 

the legal and illegal black markets (and jacking up the costs), opponents are attempting to repeal 

the law There is still a huge pool of these weapons out there, but it is diminishing, and will 

continue to if we allow the law to work. 

In February 1995, the lACP leadership reaffirmed its support for the Assault Weapons Ban by 
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stating. "As there is no legitimate sporting or hunting purposes recognized for certain semi­

automatic, military-style guns, the lACP supports efforts to eliminate the proliferation of these 

weapons that police face each day. Therefore, the lACP will strenuously resist any attempt to 

repeal or diminish the assault weapons ban provided for by the Violent Crime Control and Law 

Enforcement Act of 1995." (P.L. 104-322) 

THF AMERICAN PUBLIC EXPECTS BETTER THAN THIS: 

It is time for this 104th Congress to move on. You need to stop rehashing this same issue over 

and over again. As you know. President Clinton has promised a veto ~ which the lACP and law 

enforcement stands firmly behind - and you do not have the votes to override a veto, let alone 

overcome Senator Feinstein's promise to filibuster any attempts at repeal in the Senate. The 

American public supports the Assault Weapons Ban. You must move on and let thiŝ sensible gun 

regulation continue to protect police and law abiding citizens alike. 
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FRATERNAL ORDER OF POUCE 
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

309 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.E. • WASHINGTON. DC 20002 
PHONE: (202) 547-8189 FAX; (202) 547-8190 

JAMES 0 . PASCO, JH, 
GILBERT G. GALLEGOS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

BERNARD H. TEODORSKI 
NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT OF SERGEANT MARTY PFEIFER 
NATIONAL FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE 

March 21, 1996 

I am Marty Pfeifer, a sergeam with the Metropolitan Police of the District of Columbia. I am 
here as a representative of the National Fraternal Order of Police 

More importantly. I was a friend of a cop named Hank Daly for many years. Hank never 
wanted to be thought of as a hero - he was just a cop doing his job and doing it well. Then one 
day about a year and a half ago Hank and two young FBI agents, Martha Dixon Martinez and 
Michael Miller, were murdered by a criminal with a Tec-9 assault pistol while they were 
working at police headquarters. The TEC-9 assault pistol is one of the guns thatth(S NRA would 
like to see more of on our streets. Last April, Corporal John Novabilski of the Prince George s 
County Police Department was assassinated as he sat in his patrol car. A month later FBI Agent 
William Christian was killed by the same man as he sat in hjs car. The weapon? A MAC-11, 
al.so banned by the 1994 Assault Weapons law that the NRA would repeal. 

I could go on and on, but the evidence speaks for itself. Statistics from the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco & Firearms establish that assault weapons comprise less then one half of one percent 
of all privately held weapons, yet they account for about 8.5 percem of all weapon traced m 
crime. In other words, assault weapons are 17 times more likely to be used m cnme than 
conventional weapons. 

There are over 5,000 more Hank Daly's out there on the streets of the District of Columbia 
every day - often risking their lives in an increasingly dangerous effort to protect the citizens 
of the District of Columbia from violent crime. They wear different unifonns, Metropolitan 
Police, Capitol Police, Park Police, Secret Service Uniform Division; they serve in ATF. the 
FBI, DEA. and other agenciesbut they all work for you. 

All we :isk for is your support - and one thing you can do for us is continue to support the 
assault weapons ban. We need to do whatever we can to get guns like the one that killed Hank 
and tho others, off the streets of our cities. 
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On behalf of the 270,000 members of the National Fraternal Order of Police, I urge you to 
uphold the ban on assault weapons. More assault weapons means more murders — that's not 
a trade off we can live with. Again, these brave officers and agents didn't want to be heroes -
- and we don't want them to have died for nothing. The best thing we can do in their memory 
is work to protect the brothers and sisters they have left behind ~ by reducing the firepower on 
the streets. 
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FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE 
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

309 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. N.E. • WASHINGTON. DC 20002 l i f i ^ 
PHONE: (202) 547-8189 FAX: (202) 547-8190 

JAMES O, PASCO. JR. 
GILBERT G. GALLEGOS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

BERNARD H, TEODORSKI 
NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
CHAIRMAN, NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT OF GILBERT G. GALLEGOS 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE 
IN SUPPORT OF THE ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 

March 21, 1996 

The Fraternal Order of Police is not made up of politicians, it's made up of cops - and a 
policeman's worid is made a lot more dangerous by assault weapons. 

Members of Congress on the other hand, work in a building where the civilian possession of a 
firearm - any fireann ~ is a crime. I have a modest proposal for them - let's legalize the 
possession of fireanns here on Capitol grounds - including assault weapons. Then, the place 
where they work will be as dangerous as the places where work. Maybe then they'd have 
a different perspective on the Second Amendment. For some reason, though, I just don't think 
that's likely to happen. 

On behalf of the 270,000 members of the Fraternal Order of Police, I urge all members of 
Congress to vote to uphold the assault weapons ban. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POLICE ORGANIZATIONS, INC. 
R a p r o s a n t i n g A i n o r i e a ' a F i n e s t 

750 First Street. N.E., Suite 1020 • Waati lnglon, D.C. 20002-4241 

(202) 842-4420 • (800) 322-NAPO . (202) 842-4396 FAX 
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Polico Bfovohnl Association 
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Recording S»c/«t«fv 

O. J. HOLT 
Preaident, CarUral 

Coati Chapter. POPAC 
San Jose, CA 

Traaaurar 

WILLIAM BIROSEVE 
Police Oiticon 
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Exao i t i v * Diraeior 
ROBERT T. SCULLY 

0 « n * r a l C o u n M l 
W I L U A M J . JOHNSON 

L»gl*l«dv« Concutan* 
JULES BERNSTEIN 
UNOA UPSETT 

S»rfl»»nt-Bt-Arm« 
MARTIN MCKEAN 

^tecullve Secretary, 
Ohio PRA 

Bvraa. OH 

E«*culiv« Svcrctary 

B. O. "BUD" STONE 

Past President POMC 

Baft'eley. CA 

March 21. 1996 

The Honorable Newt Gingrich 
United States House of Representatives 
232 H-Capitol 
Washington. DC 20510 

Dear Speaker Gingrich: 

On behalf of the National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO) representing 
over 185.000 sworn law enforcement officers from 3,500 police umons and 
associations throughout the country. I would like to express our strong opposition to 
any repeal of the assault weapons ban. 

As rank and file cops, our members walk the streets daily to protect the peace and 
they know only too well the threat that these cop-klUer guns pose on our nation s 
streets Criminals often opt for superior firepower when confronting well-armed 
law enforcement officers. That's why a battlefield weapon holding dozens of rounds 
is the gun of choice for the drug dealer, gang member and terronst. Why does 
Congress want to make law enforcement's job more difficult by allowing thugs 
easier access to these dangerous weapons? 

NAPO delegates have voted unanimously in suppon of the assault weapons 
prohibition since day one. We have worked long and hard to enact the ban mto law 
and we will continue to ensure it remains so. 

With many serious issues facing our nation, we simply do not understand why 
arming the country to the teeth with cop-killer guns is a priority of this Congress 
1̂ 1 there be no doubt, a vote for repeal of assault weapons ban is a vote against law 

enforcement. 

I strongly urge you to support law enforcemeni by opposing this ill-conceived repeal 
of the assault weapon ban. a critical public safety measure. Uw enforcement 
simply cannot afford more cop-killer guns on our streets. 

Sincerely, 

Robert T. Scully ^ 
Iixecutive Director 

cc The Honorable Richard Amiey, The Honorable Richard Gephardt, The 
Honorable David Bonior. 
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Law Enforcement Participants for Vice-President's meeting at the Tieasui-y Dept. 

Colonel David Mitchell - Superintendent of the Maryland State Police. 
He will introduce the Vice-President at the Press Conference. 

Stephen Sposato - spouse of victim. 
His wife was murdered with an assault weapon at a law firm in San Francisco. 

Art Reddy - Vice-President of the International Union of Police Associations (lUPA). 
Art is a former narcotics officer from California for many years. lUPA endorsed the 
Clinton-Gore in '92 and every aspect of the Crime Bill. 

Vic O'Boyski - President of the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association (FLEOA). 
Vic is also a U.S. Marshall from New York. 

Dan Rosenblatt- Executive Director of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP) 
The Vice President recently met Police Chief David Walchak, the President of lACP, in his 
West Wing office for a photo op. 

James Pasco- Executive Director the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). 
The FOP represents approximately 300,000 rank and file law enforcement officers 
nationwide. Jim Pasco formerly worked at the Congressional Affairs office at ATF until 2 
years ago. 

Mike Tenore - National Trustee of the Fraternal Order of Police from Ohio. 

Marty Pfeifer - Sergeant of the D.C. Metropolitan Police Department and the F.O.P. Chairman 
for the Police Memorial Week. 

Mary Ann Daly - wife of victim 
Her husband. Hank Daly, was a D.C. Metropolitan Police Sergeant who was murdered with 
an assault weapon during the shoot out in the D.C. police building last year. 

Chris Donnellan - Legislative Director of the International Brotherhood of Police Officers. 

Bud Meeks- Executive Director of National Sheriffs Association 

Chief Tom Frazier - Chief of the City of Baltimore, Maryland. 

Major Wendell France - President of the National Black Police Officers Association. 

John Cohen - Representing National Narcotic Officers Associations Coalition. 
John is a former California Police Officer. 

There will also be 12 law enforcement officers in uniform sitting on the exterior of the table. 
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Law Enforcement Participants for Vice-President's meeting at the Treasury Dept. 

Colonel David Mitchell - Superintendent of the Maryland State Police. 
He will introduce the Vice-President at the Press Conference. 

Stephen Sposato - spouse of victim. 
His wife was murdered with an assault weapon at a law firm in San Francisco. 

Ar t Reddy - Vice-President of the International Union of Police Associations (lUPA). 
Art is a former narcotics officer from California for many years. lUPA endorsed the 
Clinton-Gore in '92 and every aspect of the Crime Bill . 

Vic O'Boyski - President of the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association (FLEOA). 
Vic is also a U.S. Marshall from New York. 

Dan Rosenblatt- Executive Director of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (lACP) 
The Vice President recently met Police Chief David Walchak, the President of lACP, in his 
West Wing office for a photo op. 

James Pasco- Executive Director the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP). 
The FOP represents approximately 300,000 rank and file law enforcement officers 
nationwide. Jim Pasco formerly worked at the Congressional Affairs office at ATF until 2 
years ago. 

Mike Tenore - National Trustee of the Fraternal Order of Police from Ohio. 

Marty Pfeifer - Sergeant of the D.C. Metropolitan Police Department and the F.O.P. Chairman 
for the Police Memorial Week. 

Mary Ann Daly - wife of victim 
Her husband. Hank Daly, was a D.C. Metropolitan Police Sergeant who was murdered with 
an assault weapon during the shoot out in the D.C. police building last year. 

Chris Donnellan - Legislative Director of the International Brotherhood of Police Officers. 

Bud Meeks- Executive Director of National Sheriffs Association 

Chief Tom Fi-azier - Chief of the City of Baltimore, Maryland. 

Major Wendell France - President of the National Black Police Officers Association. 

John Cohen - Representing National Narcotic Officers Associations Coalition. 
John is a former California Police Officer. 

There will also be 12 law enforcement officers in uniform sittiii" on the exterior of the table. 
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