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Assault Weapons Ban Talking Points
March 21, 1996

"It would be deeply wrong for Congress to repeal this assault weapons ban and take the side
of the Washington gun lobby over the interests of the law-enforcement people of this country
and the law-abiding citizens of this country.”

- President Clinton, March 21, 1996

Choose kids and cops over lobbyists. Too many police officers have lost their lives
outgunned by violent criminals armed with assault weapons. Too many children have been
killed by violent criminals spraying a rain of bullets from assault weapons. The bottom line
is simple: Will America stand with the police officers who risk their lives for us, or will we
cave in to the pressure tactics of the Washingon gun lobby?

The assault weapons ban is working. The assault weapons ban is taking 19 deadly assault
weapons and their copies off our streets. Before the ban, the number of assault weapons
involved in crimes was rising steadily. But in just the first year since the ban took effect, the
number of assault weapons traced to crimes has dropped eighteen percent,

Make no mistake about it: these are weapons of war. Assault weapons are the weapons
of choice for gang leaders and drug dealers. They are designed for one reason only: the
close-quarter, rapid-fire slaughter of human beings.

Protects the rights of hunters and sportsmen. The assault weapons ban explicitly protects
the rights of hunters and target shooters to enjoy their sport. For the first time ever, the ban
specifically exempts over 650 hunting and recreational gunss. No law-abiding hunter will
have his gun taken away.

America's police officers asked for the assault weapons ban. Every single major law
enforcement organization in the country fought for the ban, including:

National Association of Police Organizations

Fraternal Order of Police

International Union of Police Associations

National Sheriffs Association _

International Association of Chiefs of Police

Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association

National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives

National Narcotic Officers Association Coalition

International Brotherhood of Police Officers

Major Cities Chiefs

Police Foundation

Police Executive Research Forum

As long as Bill Clinton is President, the assault weapons ban will be the law of the land.
The President calls on the Republican Congressional leadership to reconsider their decision to
vote on a repeal, and he has vowed to veto any bill that repeals the assault weapons ban.



NEW YORK CIVIC AND LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERS
COMMENTS SUPPORTING THE ASSAULT WEAPON BAN

MAYOR RUDOLPH GIULIANI

"There is no justification for protecting weapons that kill the maximum number of people in the minimum
amount of time." [New York Daily News, 1/29/96]

"The assault weapons ban is vital to making a difference in our communities. Eliminating weapons that kill
the maximum number of people in the minimum amount of time will make law enforcement safer and more
successful." [ Nation's Cities Weekly, 8/22/94]

WILLIAM BRATTON
FORMER POLICE COMMISSIONER, NEW YORK CITY

When asked his opinion on Congress' efforts to repeal the assault weapons ban Former Police
Commissioner, William Bratton replied:

"Oh, rabidly against what they did. They are talking out of both sides of their mouths -- they want to say
they want to support American police and on the other hand they are arming the people that are killing us
left and right... Congress wake up!..." [Larry King Live, 3/27/96]

MARY JO WHITE
U.S. ATTORNEY SOUTHERN DISTRICT NEW YORK

" .And maybe someday someone can explain to me both the resistance to and the movement to repeal the
ban on the sale of assault weapons. Weapons designed for the sole and single purpose of killing the most
number of people in the shortest period of time." [Statement of Mary Jo White, 5/3/96]

CAROLYN MCCARTHY
FORMER REPUBLICAN; WIDOW AND MOTHER OF LIRR MASSACRE VICTIMS

"I'm a Republican, and I can't understand why Republicans like George Pitaki have opposed the ban on
assault weapons....We're not trying to take away guns for hunting or sport. We're trying to take away these
killing machines.” [Buffalo News, 11/1/94]

JOHN PITTA
EXEC. VICE PRESIDENT, FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ASSN.

"While assault weapon laws are not the panacea to the violence that plagues America, they are another
important tool needed to help law enforcement.... The issue of these weapons may be a political one to some
of you on the subcommittee but it is a 'life and death’ issue for us every day as we step out of the front
doors of our homes and go to work.” [Testimony of John Pitta, Subcommittee on Crime and Criminal
Justice, U.S. House of Representatives, 4/25/94]
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Media Plan: Washington, D.C. market only
CNN - 8/20 - 8124
NBC - "Meet the Press* - 8/21

Copy:

GUTS
30

Tom Scotto:

I'm not an actor. I'm a2 New York City cop. And I want te
know why the Washington gun lobby isn't telling the truth
about the Crime Bill.

It's got three strikes you're out to lock up violent offenders for
life, 100,000 new police officers, a ban on cop killing assault
weapons and tough new sentences to shut the revolving door on
violent criminals.

Every major police organization, including my own, supperts
the Crime Bill.

If police officers have the guts to face down punks armed with
assault weapons, shouldn't politicians have the guts to face
down the special interests?

ooz
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' The Law Enforcement Steering Committee

1001 22nd St., N.W., Suite 200
~ Washington, D.C. 20037

July 11, 1996

-

Senator Robert Dole ' ] /Q/l
Dole for President /Q;ZZ;22§Zf~/%L
A ﬂ

I
810 First Street, NE K
\
|
|
1

Suite 300
wWashington, DC 20002

HA* ~ 7201

We, the undersigned, represent the Law Enforcement Steering
Committee (LESC) a nonpartisan coalition of national police
associations representing over 500,000 law enforcement
officials. We are dedicated to the advancement of legislation
Policing in and policy that will ensure the safety and security of the
American people.

Dear Senator Dole:

Representing

America
The LESC coalition consists of the Federal Law Enforcement

Officers Association, the Fraternal Order of Police, the
International Brotherhood of Police Officers, the Major Cities
Chiefs, the National Association of Police Organizations, the
National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, the
Police Research Forum, and the Police Foundation.

For the past six years, the LESC has been a leader in the
struggle to ban assault weapons. According to a recent study,
36% of law enforcement officers killed with firearms, when
the make and model could be identified, involved assault
weapons or guns sold with magazines affected by the assault
weapons ban. Neither the police nor the American people will
tolerate these "cop killer" guns appearing again on the
streets of america.

The members of the LESC are concerned over your most recent
statement regarding a repeal of the 1994 law banning some
asgault guns. We call upon you to clarify your position on
the assault weapons ban. The assault weapons ban is favored
by more than 70% of Americans in recent polls. The American
people support the bill and understand that it is working.

Stecring Commitee Federal Law Falorcemeot Imyroational Natonal Assoclation of Natlona] Shedfis’ Assciatvn
Officers Association rotherh Pol anirath
Members : ) coﬂc'::r:r Hee Organiasions Natluna! Troopess Coalluon
Pruernal Order of Police olee Natlona} Organlztdon of
° Poliee Exceuttve Rescarch
Major Cides Chiefs Black Law Pnfurcancm ‘ T e

Beceutves Forum

Police Foundatlen ““E.'a’ 4
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Crime control legislation has been continually undermined by
partisan politics and pressure from special interest groups.
In the meantime, violence is still a cause of concern for many
Americans, making peace officers’ jobs that much more
dangerous. The LESC urges you to rise above partisan

politics and stand with the nation’s law enforcement. We

cannot afford any ambiguity regarding this crucial public
safety issue.

S;ncerely,

WTW
Kenneth T. Lyons

National President, IBPO
Cchair, LESC
(703) 979-0290

P.93
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HANDlGUN CONTROL, INC.
1225 Eye Street, NW, Suite 1100

Wasrington, DC 20005

For Immediate Release: ‘ Contact: Holly Richardson
July 9, 1996 | or Bob Walker (202-898-0792)
BOB DOLE TO CALL FOR NATIOIlNIAL INSTANT CHECK SYSTEM OF GUN SALES
' His Position is Hypocritical Charges Sarah Brady
Brady Law, which he voted against', already mandates instant check by end of 1998

(Washington, DC) Bob Dole is expected to majkc a speech today (2:30pm EDT) in Richmond, Virginia calling
for adoption of a national “instant check” systein to approve gun sales more readily.

“When Bob Dole calls for a national instant check system he is speaking for the National Rifle Association, not
for the American people,” stated Sarah Brady, Qhair of Handgun Control, Inc, “Most Americans, including
most gun owners, favor a background check and a waiting period. A waiting period not only serves as a
cooling off period, it also givcs law enforcemerit the timc that is needed to conduct a thorough background
check to make sure guns don’t end up in the hands of criminals.”

The Brady Law currently provides for a ﬁve—day waiting period and requires local law enforcement to conduct
background checks on handgun purchasers. The Brady Law already requires the creation of a national instant

check system by December 1998 and authorized $200 million for the improvement of State criminal history
files. ‘

Dole voted against the Brady Law in November 1993.

According to Mrs. Brady, the national instant cltlcck system, as envisioned and proposed by Bob Dole, would
“destroy the Brady Law, not improve it.” In order to instilute an effective national inslant check system, she
said, “you need fully computerized criminal history files. We are not there yet.”

In 1992, the Justice Department reported that onily 18.2 percent of all criminal history records were complete,
computerized and computer accessible by the federal government.

|
“Under Bob Dole’s system, the criminal will walk out of the gun store with a gun four out of five times because
there’s no record of his criminal conviction,” noted Mrs. Brady. “Some statcs, like Virginia, have pretty good
criminal records, but in other states, like Maine and West Virginia, we have a long way lo go. If we are to meet
the goal of establishing a national instant check system we necd to spend more dollars on improving the
computerization of all the records.”

Since the Brady Law was implemented in February of 1994, more than 60,000 felons and other prohibited
purchasers have been stopped from buying handguns over the counter.

Former Presidential Press Secretary Jim Brady, for whom the Brady Law is named, said, “I have some advice
for Bob Dole: Don’t mess with success.™

BACKGROUND INFO ON THE BRADY LAW IS AVAILABLE FROM HANDGUN CONTROL, INC.

Handgun Control, Inc. is the nation’s largest citizens' gun control lobbying organization. Based in Washingion, DC, HCI
works to enact stronger federal, state and local gun control laws, but does not seek 1o ban handguns. Founded in 1974,
HCI has more than 400,000 members nationwide.

HH#



On November 30, 1993, President Clinton signed the Brady Act into law.
This much needed legislation -- which was supported by every major law
enforcement organization in the country -- established a 5 day waiting period for
persons seeking to purchase handguns and permits law enforcement agencies to
conduct criminal history background check on such individuals.

According to figures compiled by the Department of Treasury, since being
enacted the Brady Law has prevented over 60,000 prohibited persons from
purchasing handguns.

The Brady Law also provided for the establishment of an instant-response
point-of-purchase background check system. As soon as the instant-check is
operational, the waiting period goes out of effect. However, that is several years
off in the future. In the interim, the Brady law provides $200 million to the
states to get their records computerized so that an instant check system will
someday be a reality.. !

|

If you repeal Brady and attempt to adopt an instant background check
system, today, then you create a very probable risk that a felon will buy a
handgun that Brady would have prevented.
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Statement by Mary Jo White, US Attorney for the Southern District
of New York on Sept. 16. 1994 at a joint press conference in
support of the crime bill with AG Reno, then Gov. Mario Cuomo,
former NYC Police Commissioner William Bratton and Cong. Charles
Schumer.

" We want to emphasize the vital importance of the Crime Bill and
the ban against assault weapons."

Mary Jo White in a speech on May 3, 1996-

She called for "meaningful gun control to stem the surging tide of
violence that plagues our country.We have a shamefully high
homicide rate in this country--no other country is anywhere near
us. And maybe someday someone can explain to me both the resistance
to and the movement to repeal the ‘ban on the sale of assault
weapons. Weapons designed for the sole and single purpose of
killing the most number of people in the shortest period of time."
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1001 22nd St., N.W., Saite 200
Washington, D.C. 20087

BLUEFRINT FOR ANTI-CRIME LEGISLATION

Presented to
PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
April 14, 1994

Founded in 1985, the Law Enforcement Steering Committee (LESC) is a noppartisan coalition
consisting of the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association, the Fraternal Order of Polics,
the International Brotherbood of Police Officers, the Major City Chiefs, the Natonal Association
of Police Organizations, the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, the
National Sheriffs’ Association, the National Troopers Coalition, the Police Executive Research
Forum, and the Police Foundation. These groups represent over 500,000 law eaforcement
officers nationwide, The LESC is a mode! of unprecedented cooperatlve effort berween law
enforcement research organizations, police management, and {abor, dedicated to the advancement
Representing of legislation and policies that will ensure the safety and security of our country’s people.

Policing in Over the past eight year's LESC members have worked diligently on law enforcement issues of
mutual concern and have been able to aniculate to the White House, the Congress, and the
American people our ideas for achieving 2 safer saciety. We have expressed our concerns over
the increase ia violence and crime, the easy azcess criminals have to weapons, and the need for
more support for professional law enforcement.

America

For too many years, crime control—and legislative means of achieving it—has been undermined
by partisan politics and pressure from special interest groups. In the meantime, violence has
exploded in aur communitles, making peace officers’ jobs increasingly dangerous and frustrating.

While we fully recognize that antjcrime iaitlatlves in the legislation pending before Congress do
not present a panacea for crime, they are a solid beginning toward a comprehensive approach to
making our nation's streets safe and secure. The members of the LESC siand firmly behind
many major provisions of the legislation, including those that would enhance police presence in

the community and that would confine violent eriminalg until they are no longer a danger to our
communities,

Members of the LESC met with congressional and Administration leaders in 1992 in an effort
to forge a compromise and enract a comprehenstve crime bill. We were very disappointed when
that effort failed, and are committed 1o working with policy makers to ensure this crime bill does
not suffer the same fate. This year, the case for strong, effective crime legislation is so
compelling that 0o such effort should be needed. The natlon’s police and the citizens they are
SWOrR to protect have no doubt that crime is threatening the quality of life {n our communities.
Nonetheless, the LESC offers its assistance in securing sensible, effective legislation to address
what has become the public’s number one concern. The LESC feels that the following items are
key elements to any package of crime legislation:

® Funding for 100,000 additional pollce officers — There is a broad consensus among the la_w
enforcement community that additional personnel dedlcated to community policing will assist

some agencies in reducing crime, and is essential in our efforts towards working with the
community to take back our streets.

(more)
Steering Comminee Fereni Lw Ednrceem Tverrauoag] Natlona] Astaeizion of Nulonat Qe Astnciafoq
Wemnbers Oilicees Assoctatun ?r:i()lcgh:ru :l Pobee Orparizatyng Setional Teaupers Coakon
Fraemal Order of Polics i = Natonal Organizauos ¢f
5 Prilee Rrac
¥0r DU Chlels " Bisck Liw Enlorcerment rilee Fracrove Resvasch

Toru
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¢ Community Policing = New policing strategies in which police are in close contact with
residents of the community and in which the polics and residents become partners in solviog
communlry problems offer the best hope for improving the quality of life for all citizens we
serve. While change will be difficult, it seems that traditional sesponses alonc have not been
enough.

¢ Funding for mare prisons, Jalls and booé camps — The current state and local prison systems
are overflowing and in serious need of repair. Arrests mean nothing unjess we can back them
up with the threat of doing jail time, but criminals cannot be kept behind bars if there is 0o
available prison space. Criminals must know that If they commit a crime, they will serve the full
sentence. Boot camps are a pragmatic approach to dealing with juvenile, non-violent offenders
for whom training and guidance can serve to turn their lives around. Youths can recelve
education, discipline, and drug treatment through these innovative programs. If law enforcemeat
can deter young people from a life of crime, thea American society will be the winner.

® Protecting our youth = Children, our most precious resource, have become both the victims
and the perpetrators of the violence sweeping this country. One ia 25 high school smdents carry
a gun to school and over 30% of students responding to 8 survey said they have been physically
threatened. We need to make every effort 10 ensure that our schools are crime and guo-free.
We must suppart programs that help all of our children stay crime and drug-free, and that offer
opportunities for productive employment and meaningful lives,

® Assaull weapons prohibitlon — The easy availability of assault weapons wreaks havoc daily
on the streets of America. These dangerous weapons, with their rapid rate of fire, ease of
handling in close quarters, and miilwary fearures, are simply not sporting weapons. As long a5
assault weapons are sold legally, the public and law eaforcement will continue to be ar great risk.

o National Commission to Support Law Enforcement = Comprised of members from all
aspects of law enforcement, including management, labor, federal law enforcement agenci.es,-
academia, together with Members of Congress, the members of the LESC believe a commission
10 support law enforcement will be an excellent forum for sharing law enforcement resources and
intelligence. A partnership such as this will help ensure that law enforcement at every level has
the 100ls it needs to conduct a coordinated, national approach to fighting crime.

® Research on issucs affecting the cop on the street = To help effectively address the problems
of crime and disorder in the community, the LESC feels that there needs to be a sufficieat level
of research funding that directly benefits the cop on the street.

The LESC supports a crime bill that encompasses these and other issues contained in the crime
bill. The LESC is committed to standing with President Clinton and his Administration 1n
pressing for prompr enactment of such a bill by the Congress.

60: 1T KL 96-T1-701
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4th CALLER, /Tdaho Falls, Idaho]: Hella?
LARRY HING: Hi.

&«tls CALLER: Hey, I’tlliketoukMr.&Mra.Bndyii
they would welcome a debate batween the NRA and them-
selveo over this issue of the essault weapons so that we can
properly define agaanlt weapons, you know?

LARRY KING: Do you want to do a whale hour? Do you
want to sit dowa with the NRA?

SARAE BRADY: Oh, we have done hour after hour after
hour, with the NRA and 1 suppose we could do it again. It
never aeesns to gob anywhere, because, as he gays— Naw,
his jssue happens to ba definition. 10's well defined in this

hill.

LARRY KING: There ia no doubt in your mind—

BARAE BRADY: Whatsosver—

LARRY KING: —what aa aszault wespan i5?

BRADY: —auo, of what an gsvault weapon is.

And we're not talking about all scmi-avtomatic guns by
any means. [ mean,3a majerity of hunting guns aré Remi-
sutomatic, that is not the prublem.

LARRY KING: Is this ane of those debatos like abovtion,

where nobody’s mind changes? The debats g0 oo but ne-

body’s mind changes?

SARAH BRADY: Well— prubably when you come to tha
trus believers. And I call them the true believcrs, and they
are the ones who yeally, traly doa't waot any guh laws
whatsosver. And who really don't waut to listen to ue. I
think we're middle of the road.

LARRY G: Middle of the road?

SARAH BRADY: We lknow that — Yeah, 1 meaxn thers
are people— :

LARRY KING: You're not hardliners?

SARAH BRADY: We're not herdliners. I meun, there ers

many people wha want to ben all guns.

LARRY EING: You don't?

. RARAH BRADY: Ne. Absolutely nct. There ure others

whs want to make guns legal for anyone, no matter who
you are, and sil guns, and all weapons. And we don't be-
liwwe in eithar of thoee sides. We say: we don't want \o ban
all weapons we wWanl some comman gense regulations. We
want ta Xeep them out of the wrong bands. The fugitives,
{ke felons, the kids— peaple who have had just—

LARRY KING: The arazies.

SARAH BRADY: —the crazies. And people who have

had s history of domestic abuse, who have been accused of
_ and convicted — not just pccused but couvicted of
demestic abuse. Those are the people we're Tying to keep
them out of Wa don't want W interfere witk this gectle-
man in 1dshe Falle and his gun, as long as he deesu't fali

iato one of thone categories.

. Do you think we're going to see in your

lifotime Jim, a ban on most of the weapons you waat

banned? Doynuthinkynumgvingwwinthis fight!

JAMES BRADY: Ithink a0

l_lltlﬁ'!:ﬂﬂ!;:1&&0!“‘——;mnldpﬁhﬂihlu?

JAMES RRADY: Yes, &l

LARRY KING: In your heart, tao?

TAURNAL GRAPHICS * 2228387655
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JAMES BRADY: Yes, 60

LAREY KING: Do you think a0, Sarah?

SARAH BRADY: I think we're going ta aee Very good
. And they are coming alotg. Already
OMOIrow,as you myhﬂ.lthink thers will be a final
vots {n Maryland, which will give Marylard the one gun a
montb thas Virginia elready bas. I think we will eventual-
ly see that natioowide. It's a vexy effective way of atapping
guns going int the illegal msrket, making guns easily ac-
cessible— underground.

LA;;KY KING: And most police arc on yous gide, aren’t
they?

SARAH RRADY: Oh, luw anforcement —

JAMES BRADT' Al uf them.

EARAH BRADY: —is just overwhelmingly bebind us.
JAMES BRADY: All of them.

LARRY KING: Sc good seeing you. We will try to sat up,
we will give the NKA some time and then get you all on to-
SARAB BRADY: Sounds good.

LARRY EKING: Do 8 whole hour. Maybe we can change

LARRY KING: One way or the other.

Jizn and Sarah Brady of Handgun Control Inc.

When we come back, big story teday, Wiliam Bratton,
New Yeork police commissiener, since January of 98, vac of
tha begt in the country, formerly in Boston, leaving the
post. Why? We will find out after these words.

_ [Commercial break]

William Bratton

LARRY KING: Tweo yeure ago, he laft Boston to take the
joh of S8th police commissicper in the hiatory of the City of
New York, one of the finest and toughest iobs ia the warld.
In the pist two years, od commissioner Naw York City has
experienced the steepcat crime drop in its history and yes-
erday, William Bratten says ho's leaving.

"

WILLIAM BRATTON, former Police Cemmissioner,
New York City: Well, Larry, coveral reasona — ane per-
gonal, that after 26 years of the businees that T am gaing to
start taking a look ai my Bnancial situation and my family
sitgation and after 26 yeurs and six departments that P'm
i1 floating around withgut u pension — 28 thero is a per-
sona) issue. From the professional side, anfortunately, for
alwoet 8 year here in New York City, the madia has can-
stantly attempted to show that the Mayer and I have been
at odds with each other, despile bath of our deniale st
avery tUm, ivs a story that would aot go away, and -
creasingly in receat momths has become very debilitsticg
— and was beginaing, 1 think, to have the potential to iro-
pact negatively on our abilily to work togethor to keep the
crime going dowa. So—
LARRY KING: So, a4 you eall him and say “I'm going to
lem'drdldheukyoncrwhat?}lowdidithappen’
BEATTON: There's differcat versicns of what
happensd. Whethear | was pushed -
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LARRY KING: What's the correct one’

WwiLI1A BRATTON: —or whether I left — I think it
a con of both. I think that-—
EING: You were pushed a little?
WILLIAM BRATTON. Rath of us were very fruostrated at

ounr
coincidentally, over the last week ar s0, I got an offer that
nnlly!ewldnotturnduwn. 1t met all of my needs, al.
lowed me to stay here in New York, to get into a Rew ven-
motbuhnmuntialmmh 1 will be working for a very
geucurityﬁnnthat‘sgdngtosaekuexpuduig-.
rificantly in the years shead. Td bke the eacitement of
f new challenges and being quite frank with you that
i ia job, we've had great succest, I've

been able to tell the story of 8,000 great cops. [ gota Tot
of credit for it, but it's the caps who are doing the job out

CARRY KING: Al right. Why— why let the media —
well, fivet of all, what began the stories? Was there &
cerluin break? Waa thore & lLittla— what— where did it

begin?
WILLIAM BRATTION: Ob, it hagan about a yéar ot BO
ago, that my deputy commissioner of public information,
was forced out, ho was — yesigned And it was widely felt
that the Mayorhsdpushedhimoutthe doar. And—
KING: And you ware angry ovar that?
LLIAM BRATTON: And—I— 1 was dissppointed. I
a greal deputy commiseioner, he's & persanal friend.

he remaina & very close personal friend.
LARRY G:. So there was a rift than!?

: Ithinktherewuadiﬁerenocof
opinion about that partcular indivdual, but both the
Mayor and 1 are professionals and life went on and the sec-
opd year crime wani duwa 17 percent versus 12 percent in
the first year.

LARRY KING: 8o, are you saying that tho media
while there was some cleavage over this incident — the
media overplayed it and made it bigge thaa it was?

WILLIAM BRATTON: Ithinktheymadzitbiggerthnn

crime drops, you have Jook beyond the pereentages, that
reality is that in New York thexe were 1,000 fewer people
murdered last year in New York versus 1990, 70,000 some
odd fewer cars stolen varsus 1980 — and the good nuws is,
in the City of New York, we have found a way to not anly
redace crime but to keep it down. I'm an optimist whea it
comes to crime in the United States. I think that Amer-
jcan policing has finally woken up to the reality that we
can make & di and criminologists be damred, there
is gomething that the police can do. And ane of the things
e can do is we can focus on results, and the results we
mnﬁocuoniaeonmllingcﬁme end in New York ane of
the city’s in thia counfry that had the toughest reputation
for crime, it is now Jearly one of the safest city’s in Amari-

dity to push the— the media reports azide, and ing

LARRY KING LIVE

e YVs

Oh, rabidly against what they
did. Mueulhumd'bothlidunftheirmﬂu—,‘
theywmthouytheywmttowpport American polics and
mﬂ:ﬂothnrhandthﬂymnmh\sthopoophthatmkﬂl-

York state with two others abot,; in just the
New York City potice officer, killed by some character on ’
parole armed with two 0 millirneters, with multiple round
elips, supposedly banned by the recent legislation. For .
Conpgress to even conteruplate, lot alons act on the idea of
once Again .xine thess weapohs — we believe are
sbout 1 pereant of what's in the poamsssion of American
ctizans, constitute 13 percent of the weapons used to kill
American palice efficers. Cougsess wake upl Amarican po-

' aa the reet of
thigiml.mdmhalmythntm'hcpm\ip
with; when are you going %o wake up? You say you are @o

closa to the American citizenry. Gut out and listen to what
the 60 percent of them want. And they want gun control
and they wantitnow.  *

LARRY KING: Sinee you've done such a good job, and the
Mayar has been done in that time, cuuldn't this have beea
done — couldn't it have been said, “Look fellas, we had 2
disagreemant over something, but T'm duiug & good job as
Mayur, he'a doing & great job & polics commissioner, let’s

Granted you need more money and
granted thereis 8 nice, private seeurity job, couldn’t that—
t::thgbenzﬁt of the city couldn't this have been handled
=~ g
WILLIAM BRATTON: Maybe it could have been. Butl
am also an optimist about the changes that have been
made in this orzanization. We have found 8 new way to
police and it's not just Bil Bratton. Its the New York City
polica department. It's the organization it’s become. When
1 left the Tranait Police in 1992, crime was down 22 per-
cent in that syatem, now in 1996, and I was gone for three
of the last five years, crime is now down 63 percent in that
sabwsy systsm, robberies are down 75 percent, 80 the
systems We put in place in 92 kept the momentum guing.
Tm comfortuble with the systems we developed over the
last two years, leng after Bill Bratton is gone, crime is
guing to oantinue to go down in this city, because the cops
know how to police this city. And the good news is, you |
transfcr what we're doing in New York to any city in Amer-
jea.
LARRY KING: The New Yark papers said today that the
Mayor — you cag have an opinion on this — was jealous of
all of the good publicity you were getting. Do you buy that?
WILLIAM BRATTON: There is no denying that the New
York Oity police dopartment and myself included, get ¥
publicity, 48 they should — it's a success story here — but
its & succesa atory that—
LARRY KING: Well, why wouldn't the Meyor be happy
aver tat? Ila's the Mayor—
WILIIAM BRATTON: Heo—
LARRY EING: —bhe gets the aveatual credit.
WILLIAM BRATTON: —he personally has not expressed
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any dissatisfaction wiih that. He appointed me. It's the
political changes here that have also helped to make this 8
safer city. Theides that —the appraciatian that the police
can pow go out and enfmuthm;nhatfozzsycmthey
could not enforce: that we can go out and arrest drug
dealers on the street — that we can aggressively wit:
quality of life crimes, and most importaatly, that the police
can change behavior. And thats what it's all ubout, chang-
ing behaviar. That you don't tolerate graffiti, you don't
tolorata aqueegie persons, you dont tolerute drinkiig on
the corner. And the good news is, if you change the behav-
iars of the aduits, ll those knds watching 1o see what the
adults are doing, that big surge at the end of the decade —
change the behavior now of the adults and you will ba able
to change the behavior of those Kids that basically emulate
the behavior of the adults that they associate with.
LARRY KING: Bill, did the Mayor ask you to reconsider?
WILLIAM BRATTON: No, he did not.
LARRY KING: Had he asked yeu to reconsider,
you have reconsidered?
WILLIAM BRATTON: At this time, I don’t think I could
have. Agnin.thenﬁ'ermmadeﬁmtcameattheﬁgm
fima for me. It's— it's die to move an. T'm going to stay
very active in American law enforcement-—

KING: Meaning?
WILLIAM BRATTON: —the president of the United
Gtates has appointed me as one of his representatives to
the Crime Commiesi n that iz now being formed. The en-
vironment ] am moving into, the private security field, part
of the succeas of the future of America is going to be im-
provezaent in the quelity of the gecurity farces in America.
Andlinteudwbealeaduinthenwmpmythntlm
going to, in doveloping priveta necurity to be regarded as
highlynstheirmmerpuﬂinthnpubﬁcsmrmnw
regarded. And I think that is doable.
LARRY KING: Do you expect to have any input ipto the
sclection of your replacement?
WILLIAM BRATTON: The Mayor and [ met yesterdsy
for about an heur end 2 half, I expressed to him him-—
my— my comments if you will, on the various candidates
that hs was looking at as of that time. I appreciated that
op! mdmyunderstandingisthntheilmpidly
moving toward a selection or replacoment. And T hope so
better. These crganizations, you dao’t
want them to leave — to be left aut there too long.
LARRY KING: Well, you leave — you leave April 15th.
Shouldn't that uelection be made befaro you leave?
WILLIAM BRATTON: Oh, 1 think every indication is
tha!.it'lﬂlbemadohnzbaforom _
LARRY EING: Is it going to come from the department?
WILLIAM BRATTON: The pelection == we have— wo ore
ingrutnhapoinNuWYu-k. We have tremendous
candidates inside the organizution. There are candidateos
mmmnthathavemc—moﬁhmis
the fire commissioner who is well known to the Mayer, well
known in this city and he's had successes of his own. I—1
truss that whooves ﬂuuayw#mpuiip-inheabletn
kosp the momeantum going forward.
LARRY KING: And, &3 in your code, it might be sameone

would
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from the outside, right?

WILLIAM BRATTON: Theres the poteatial One of the
capdidates thet is talked about is the fire commissioner
hers in New Yeork City.

LARRY KING: No, ] mean, a police chief sarewhere elge.
WILLIAM BRATTON: No, T believe that the selection is
guingtobo:estrictedwthreeorfmueandidamfmm
within the palics department, pecple who have bean part of
my teatn—

LARRY KING: Mm-hm.

WILLIAM BRATTON: —and two candidates have been
pamed from outaide the crganization.

LARRY KING: So that's— that's a definite. You are not
guing to got ths palice ehief of Indianapnlia?

BRATTAON: [ don't think that is in the ar-
chives. I think the Mayer has confidence in the people that
are already here.

LARRY KING. We will be right back with your phone
calls for Wilkam Bratton, New Yark City police com-
missioner sincs January of 1993. Before that he was in
Boston, before that he was in ths Traffic Division in New
York. He's had an amuzing success ratio and now gooes into

svate industyy with Fizst Securities.
We will be right back, aflar these words.

[Commercial break]

LARRY KING: Let’s take acme calls for one of the
policemen 10 Americs, Wiliam Brutton of New York:
Columbus, Obic. Hello?

Sth CALLER, [Columbus, Ohio): Helo. I, Larry, how
are you doing?

LARRY KING: I, go ahead.

5th CALLER: Yegrdﬁkemhowwhnthethinksofthe
cmesaled earry law that's going around the United Statses,
and its positive impact on the country.

WILLIAM BRATTON: Well, first off, 1 disagree etrangly
that it's having & positive fmpact. I am strongly opposed to
thase concealed gun actions thas have occurred in 2 num-
ber of states and am very foarful that, over tme, they
going to resuitin a gignificance increase in gun violence 1n
this country. Like most American police chiefs, we are op-
_posedw that coneept, unfortunately it seems to be 2 grow-

ing one

LARRY KING: Indianspolis, Indiana. Hello? Hello, ln-

dianapolis, ere you there? Do you hear me? Indizsapolis,

one more chance. Okay, we lost Indianapolis. Are yvu

going tn support Mayor Giuliani?

WILLIAM BRATTON: Ob, sure. In terms of the changes

that have ocarrred in the—

LARRY KING: No, I mean, when he runs for reelection.

WILLIAM BRATTON: Whenlsotntheballotbux,l

usnally keep my opinions to myself—

LARRY XKING: Aw, Bill—

WILLIAM BRATTON; —but we'll see.

LARRY KING: —you're not going to endorse him?
BRATTON: Well—we shall see.

LARRY KING: Is he a good mayor?

WILLIAM BRATTON: Ha's an excellent mayar. He's an

excallant mayor. The changes that have occurred in this

-—T
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city that— a lot of focus on the crime control, but there are
a lot of other good things happening here. A lot of people
being returned to work from the welfare rolla. The clean-
ing up of the city, the sense that there is somebody who is
in control. Mdtyhuaverydiﬂ'mtfeelthuitdid
several yoars ago. A very different feel.

LARRY KING: What's — what's the toughest job about
running that police force. The single toughest thing abaut
it.

[LLIAM BRATTON: The single toughest thing is deal-

ing with the ofbeers tbatmshofmdimmzdinthelineof :

duty. Every other aspect of this job 1 love immensely. 1t
ig the greatest job any perjon could ever hope to have and
I've been blessed to, for the last 27 months have it, and it
will remain with me for the rest of my life. But the nega-
tive ig two polics funerals in the past week, gaing 0 hospi-
ta)s in the middle of the night too frequently for officers in-
jured all too frequently by the .9 millimeter handgun, by
the assault weapon that Congress seems to intent on put-
ting out into the ptrects in even greater numbers.
LARRY KING: Do we know why, Bill, police officers want
%o be police afficers?
WILLIAM BRATTON: I would thipk that many of them,
like mysslf, that they come into the business, ] came in at
age 23, nnmyﬂfewanﬁngtobem—we came in wanting
to do good- Wemeinwanﬁngtomakeadiﬂe!meeand
that's the— the beanty of the publie aector, that where else
can the actions of one ipdividual, ar a police department af
fect, in this case, 8 million people; or, in the case of the
United States, that the Time cover story a few manths
;, “Finally, We're Winning the War Against Crime."
Americans nead to be more optimistic about our ability to
"~ with crime. We can in fact reduce it, we can control it,
we can do a better job than we've done, we've shown it in
New York. And I—1 intend to speak loud and clear that
ﬂamnwdﬂobemonoyﬁmilmonthisiuue. The cime
bill that President Clinton was able to get through after so
many years of being in Congress, it has made phe
nomenal changes in this ocountry. We're benefited in New
York, by almost $50 million from that bill. And the good
things that emanate from that type'of pesitive action, it
rescnates throughont the land. These are good times for
American law enforcement, we are beginning to make a

difference. .
LARRY KING: We will be back with our remaining mo-
ments with William Bratton who will be missed, the cutgo-
ing police commissionez of the City of New Yark.

Don't go away.
[Commercial break}

LARRY KING: We're back with police commissioner of
New York William Bratton, he’s givern a Jot of his life to
service like this in other divisions of police work and in
Boston. Going to miss it, aren't you?

WILLIAM BRATTON: I'm going to mias it terribly, but

with the appointment to the crime comanission, the clase
ccoperation between the public and privato sodter, while I
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LARRY KING: Not quietly into the good night.
BRATTON: No, not at all. Not at all.
LARRY KING: What's — what's First Security Servicea?
WILLIAM BRATTON: Its a Buston based firm. 1Ifs
sbout the 10th, nthlargﬂtmthecounu'y,h:zeotinthe
portheast region. Its a multi-faceted security firm — in-
vestigative sarvices, guard services. It's an entity that's
rated among the best in its field and is offering me an op-
portunitytogetinhthstﬂeld, be part of an expanson
that's contemplated and to be part of a— I think, a very
t change that’s guing to occur in that industry
over the pmext 10 years. Americans are going to apill—
spend billiens of dollars in the private sector and the image
of the private secunty sector needs to be enhanced, and as
wehavebeenabletoenhnmitinthepublicsector,l
¢hink the same thing can happen in the private sector.
LARRY KING: You've got ta get away fom the private
aye image, right?
WILLIAM BRATTON: Ezactly, that it's— it'’s much more
thap that. It's much more sophigticated in today’s day wnd
age, and I think you are going to aee & lot more reliance on
the private security sector.
LARRY KING: Yeah. Did they come to you?
WILLIAM BRATTON: The gentlemen that owns the
company has been 8 friend for many, many years, and for a
number of years has been atterpting to recruit me and
finally, the time was right and I em pleased to have
ahle to accept the offer.
LARRY KING: One other thing, Bill, can we say that on
the list that you saw that you discussed with the mayor
yesterday, any ane of them would be satisfactory with you?
WILLIAM BRATTON: Actually, that is the caso. Some
mare satisfactory than others?
LARKY KING: Is there one gtandout - you don't have to
telluswho—butisthemoneinymmindthnt,i{they
said yes, you would say “Yes, now.”
WILLIAM BRATTON: There's several in that group.
LARRY EING: There are several?
WILLIAM BRATTON: And that's the good news for the
city.
LARRY KING: Several meaning mare than two?
WILLIAM BRATTON: Several meaning twa or three-
LARRY KING: Thanks very much, Bill, best of luck.
We will be seeing lots of you.
WILLIAM BRATTON: Okay, 1hope so.

KING: William Bratton, the outgoing police com-
missioner of New York, resigned yesterday, he will lesve
April 15th. N

Tomarrow night we are up in New York City. Sotheby's
isgoinztobelncﬁoningoﬂ'avhnlebunchofitamsﬁm
the collection of the late Jacqueline Onassis. We're going -
umtlotofthm.?ierresdingerhgdngtohe of
our guides. This is tomarrow pight in New York.

Friday night, Newt Gingrich will host this program. His
guests will be Jack Hannsh and a whole bunch of animals



say the most promising answer and it's very promiging be-
cause the!  for] ismotegs] welyanl .
I am canvinced that the Arab countriss need peace 8s bad-
ly: a8 ‘mmediately as we do. You know, for the first
time in Sharm el-Sheik, 13 Arab countries apswered the
call of President Clinton and came in to denounce terror, to
conderan terror sfter an event, or events that took place in
Is . This is something unprecedented. And I dont
think they did it just to keep us happy. They understand
that terror and war is a menacs to them ss much as to us.
LARRY KING: Waterford, Michigan, with the Prime
Minister. Hello?
9rd CALLER, [Waterford, Michigan]: Yes, Mr. Prime
Minim.iwoddlikstoaskyoum.knowingthatthe
Golan Heights is strategically important to the land of Ia-
reel, why would this administration give any eonsideration
um'ningitwertoSyria,aﬁertheIaneli'shnve thed
their blood for this land?
SHIMON PERES: Well, the laraeli's have shed their
aot only for the Golan Heighta, but for peace as well.
You know, we have had so many military victories, but the
real victory that we are looking for is not just t have more
1 | butits really to enjoy a full peace. Now, we have two
questions: would we have just one if we give up the Golan
Heights or pot, averybody would ssy “No, dont give up.”
But we have a second question, "Should We give up the
chances of peace with Syria,” and then many peaple in Is-
rael, maybe a majority, would say “Don't do it.” So we are
pot suggesting to give up the land just because we don't
“it. But we are suggesting to have a territerial com-
promise so to obtain a redl peacs with our narthern neigh-
bor. And by doing se having a comprehenaive peace all
around us.
LARRY KING: Mr. Prime Minister one other thing before
we leave us, what— what keeps you going? You've had &
long and fruitful life, you've had dedicated service to your
iy, held many positions. Why— why this— why stay
?

SHIMON PERES: Ths only reason, really, for mé to stay
an, is to do a serviee to the younger generation. You know,
at my age, with my experience [ want to put aside many of
ths difficolt dilammas. Taks it upon myaelf, npon my gen-
eration, to make the tough decisions, the unpopular ded.
gions and pave the way for a new future. So that our ¢hil-
dren and grandchildven will not have to go through the

experiences and puing that we went through. I feel
myself, as totally serving a young generation.

Handgun C trol Inc.

LARRY KING: Last Friday, here in Washington, House
Republicans votad to overturr the ban on wssault weapons
in the 1994 Crirae Bill = that came as a severe blow to Jim
sod Sarah Bredy. They are the — what's your title, Sarah,
with Handgun Coatral Inc.?

SARAH BRADY, Chair, Handgun Control Inc.: Iam
chair.

LARRY KING: And Jim?

JAMES BRADY, Handgan Control loc., Board of
Directors: [ am a membar of the Board of Directors.
LARRY KING: And Handgun Centrol Inc. is out to get -
fective control of handguns. We have the Brady Bill,
etceters. Were you shocked at the Honse actions, Sarah?
SARAH BRADY: Well, we actually knew that wa didn't
have the votes to— to overturn it. I was surprised at the
finz] mamaent that the Republican leadership would hi
actually scheduled it. I= I den't think it was probably the
amartest thing on earth for them to have donc and I—
LARRY EING: Do you think especially after hearing the
plea of young Mr. Eennedy?

SARAH BRADY: Well, that was a very dramatic place.
And what a sbock hearing Solomon, and hig—

LARRY KING: Response.

SARAH BRADY: —rebuttal. You know, I think the
whole world thought “Oh, poer Mr. Solomen stuck up in
porthern New York, somewhere, without an assault
weapon.” You know, we kind of —
JAMES BRADY: “Come and get me.”
SARAH BRADY: “Come and get me.
alone”

LARRY KING: Jim, were you surprised thst the
the House did what it did?

JAMES BRADY: Waell, I was shocked. But at the same
tims we can count as well as they can count and we knew
pretty well where the thips were on this.

LARRY KING: But it'’s not going to happen is it? The
Senate ia ot going to do it and the president will veto, I
mean this {8 just a—

SARAH BRADY: No. And we— and there were not
enough votes in this one to— to override a veto, even if—
evea if it would pass the Senate. And, of course, we know
the presidentes

JAMES BRADY: Which it's not guing to do.

SARAH BRADY: —it'’s not going to anyway, we really
feal protty confident it wouldn't.

Here 1 am all
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LARRY KING: It's tough, is it not, Jim, taking on the

NRA?

JAMES BRADY: They— they are good trans-writers.
LARRY KING: You've earnsd to reapect that?
JAMES BRADY: Yes.

LARRY KING: Have you Sarah?
SARAH BRADY: Yeah I act 1

. e m 1at wf cnrmmav arAd thav thev

¢+ money. They
v bought this
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LARRY KING: In your head, you hope not.

JAMES BRADY: But nsver say never.

LARRY KING: They don't give up, do they?

SARAS BRADY: Well fightit.

LARRY KEING: This is a tough other side.

SARAE BRADY: Yeah, they don't give up and we will
re to fight that side. What a sheme. W ~—whengun

violence, especially amongst our young kids gnd amongst



 have'a lot of mtney and 1 — 1 Crealy DOURUL Wb
freshman ( 1
LARRY KING: And do you think this Cong
this case was just fulfilling a debt?
SARAH BRADY: I think there are some true believers
but yes, I think the Republican leadership was fulfilling &
debt. It wus & Congress that was paid for, and you know
{ owed— they owed them.
LARRY KING: In other words, you don't — you don’t be-
lieve ne-easarily that Mz, Gingrich is all that— all that in
favor of having assault weapons sold on the open market?
SARAH BRADY: Well, he's always voted against us. But
1 think this was & good example, and 1 think Jim will agree
. with me on this, of government gt its worst — raally spe-
«ial interests being able to say, “Lock, we put monéy into
your races, you oweo us ons, you promised,” and both

ingri andDolewrmwtheNRAeaxlynnmdpmmised
that there would be a vote. And they were— Gingrich wes
fulfilling this promise. 1s that really what people voted in?
Or they thought they were voting in two years ago? [ don't
thinkao.lthinktheymwd change. But ] don't think
they wanted to vots in government by gpecial interests and
by big money.

KING: Jim, can you figure aut why assault

weapons would be such a big deal?
JAMES BRADY: Well—
LARRY KING: I mean, they are not your everyday aver-
age weapons.
JAMES BRADY: No,

I tn

but they are showing up in — ATF

tell us in 20 percent of crimes that are committed with
. They are up 28 percent. So it appears ta be the

weapon of choice of drug dealers, and people that — that

know they are guing to have to shoot it out with the palice.

They're— theyze designed to defeat the soft body armar

that our law enforcement officers make.

SARAH BRADY: Actuslly, they were and are still a large

percen i but it has gone down in

this last year and a half, gince the last year.

LARRY KING: Since the Brady bill, they've gone down.

SARAH BRADY: Well, and sinee the ban on assault

weapons. Siuce the ban o asgault weapons the number —

especially in Chicago, I think it was dovm by 28 percent.

LARRY KING: Waell, then why can't you just say “Let’s

not make a hig desl, they were guing through the motions

to fulfill a promise to a heavy lobby.”

SARAE BRADY: Actually it was all political and T think

that’s pretty much the case-

LARRY KING: Do you think you are ever going to see &s-

sault weapons sold again, Jim?

JAMES BRADY: 1bope not.

LARRY KING: You're not sure?

JAMES BRADY: In—inmy heart, I'm sure. But—

VAWAG M) Wy pperee ey =meSetgs T @ 3
— in domestic disputes, gun viclence is every day.
LARRY KING: The Secand argument holds no weight

JAMES BRADY: No, not on this where—

LARRY KING: Second Amendment—

JAMES BRADY: No.

LARRY KING: —the Second Amendment doesn’t move
you st all?

JAMES BRADY: In one word — fraud.

SARAH BRADY: It is a fraud on the American people. |
mean, the courts — time after time after time bave upheld
gun control measures.
LARRY KING: Of course,
could have an atomic bomb.
SARAH BRADY: Exactly. | mean,
do? Rocket launchers—

LARRY EING: We will be right back with Jim and Sarah
Brady, they head the Handgun Control Inc., that erganiza-
tion by the way is listed in your 800 numbers if you would
like to help them.

And, when we come back, we will take your phone calls
and then we will meet William Bratton the outgoing police
commiasioner of New York we will get his thoughts on this,
t00.

Don’t go away.

[Commereial break]

with a strict interpretation you

what are we going to

LARRY EING: We're back with Jixw and Sarah Brady, of

Handgon Control Inc., we're going to take some of your

phone calls and then William Bratton.
Jim,l’dhemmissinmtaskingyouhowyou

know that you hed a cardiac problem

exam. How's— how are you doing?

JAMES BRADY: Well, I'm staying away from dentists,

let’s put it that way-

LARRY KING: The

the situation?

JAMES BRADY: Well, I don't know, I— I'm not sure

what caused it. I think fear may have had something to do

with it.

LARRY KING: Sarsh, what happened?

SARAH BRADY: Actually, he had 2 blood infectian. A

strep infaction of the blood, which kind of causes his heart

towcakenauzﬂebitbuthehnsnoheartdmagem it

and he’s fine.

LARRY KING: So we don’t have to worry?

SARAH BRADY: A thinner bear.

LARRY EING: Yeah, he looks good.

SARAH BRADY: And we're happy apout this,

JAMES BRADY: A meaner, thinner bear.

LARRY KING: Idsho Falls, Idaho. Hello?

feel. I
during a dental

dentist caused this. What's— what's
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LARRY KING LIVE Trauscript #1706
March 27, 1996
Shimon Pere"s

LARRY KING: {voics-over] He says he kills for hie land
and his lard, and now Yitshak Rabin's assassin faces life
irprisonment. Today's sentence closes 2 gad chapter for
Isrueli Frime Minister Shimon Peres and he will update us

here. Flus, James and

Xing.
LARRY EING: We're back in Washington, our first gueat
tonight is at our bureau in Jerusalem It is 8 great
pleasure to always weleome to these cameras, the die-
ingui Prime Mi of Iarael, Shimon Peres. Mr.
Prime Minister, Yitshak Rabin's assassm, Yigal Amir,
gentenced taday life in prison, snd an additional six
for wounding the bodyguerd — your eomments o
that result today?
sHIMON PERES,
verdictupaleincompaﬁaonwithth-crime. What thia
man did to our country, to our palirieal life, to our future, is
nmethingufunmmm And tho murder is » murder,
it goes against everything that we gtand for, as a state, a8
the Jowish people, and the crime us unforgettable snd we
will shall never this terrible young man.
LARRY KING: You do act agree with eapital punish-
ment, though, do you?
SHIMON PERES: No, I am sgainst capital punishment,
because atill there can be human error and this is again an
uaforgivable crime.
LARRY KING: Now, what can you tell us sbout the peace
process? It is on hold, i8 1t not? If 5o, fur how long?
SHIMON PERES: Well, shall I say that we are, in effect,
in 8 transitional pericd. You know, the old times are gtill
with us, yet thay are disappearing. The now period is come
ingin,yetnntoomplete.sowauesuﬂeﬂnsﬁ-omtho

new era. I 1 can say it I Wy world, the old Middle Eest is
disappearing., but nat yet completely. The new Middle
Esst. is arriving, but nat yet fully.

LARRY KING: Seo, we're in a phase bere?

SHIMON PERES: Yes, we have to phase the two of them,
wpaythepﬁnenfthe hstred and the terrar, and yet not to
give up tho chansos for u new future

LARRY KING: Can you tall us wheg you think nsgutie~
rions will resums with Syria and with Palestina?

SHIMON PERES: With the Palustinians we have to start
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to negotiate the permansut gottlements at the beginnitg of
May. 1 imagine that we shall meet that date, thoagh we
have three years for the negotiations, and ogain. 1 believe
that tha real negotiations will take place after the elec
tions. We are having the elections by the end of May and T
think we shall get 8 mandate from our people to negotiate
and then we shall go on-

LAERY KING: All right—

SHIMON '

there i= cn inter-
$yrians mnst make Up their minds in
concern with terror. You Imow, they did not zondemn the
ares of terror, they did not perticipate in the Sharm el
Sheik international meeting against terror, they huc some¢
headquarters of terroristic orgemizations in Damasecns.
And they have to decide either peace and draw all the con-
usions ar terror and pay the whole cost.

LARRY KING: Are you gatisfied, Mr. Prime Minister
with the way Mr. Arafat has handled himself during these
past ouple of months.

$HIMON PERES: Well, shall [ say during the last couple
of woeks, yoa. He has started to take it more seriously
than ever hafare, and Dow the problem is will he remain
constapt in his combat against viclence and terror that
comos from Gaeza which is under his juriadiction’

LARRY RING: Are you saying—

SHIMON PERESR: We dor't ask— we dan’® ask Arafat to
become the defender of Tsxeel, nor do we ask Arafet to do
eny favere to larael but we are demanding that :n both
areas which are under his control that he will not permit
any acta of tcrror, 8BY exports of terroristic activities.
LARRY KING: Are you confident he will meet what test?
SATMON PERES: Well, I think he has more than one
renson to 40 so. He won't do it becsuse of us, he has to do
it because of kimsclf. If he won't eatahlish himself as the
sols authority in Gaza, he js endapgering his remaining
the sale authority in tho cyes of his 0w people and in the -
ayes of the rest of the warld.

LARRY KING. There arc rumors that you are going to
deport Palestinians thet you believe were involved with
Hamas in the attacks. Is that true?

SHIMON PERES: Yes, we have it oo our list. Our prob-
lom is the following- how {0 deter a young man, or youdg
people, from commitiing guicide. We eame to the conclu-
sion that the only way o prevent him from coing %o, is to
make him aware that is family may pay for thus act of
vialence end killing and assassination. So there are two
means actually left under our control: one is to destroy the
house of the femly, the other is Lo wxpel members of the
family, not elderly pecpls, not women 807 children, end not
innocent members of the family. But if there 2rein the
) helped him, supported him or en-
couraged him, we m&y expel them. We have ¢ arublem be-
amwmﬁdoitagainstthela\m and it 15 now under
the lagal consideration of our axperts.

LARRY KING: More in a minute, ith the Prime Minds-
ter of Iszael, Shimou Pezvo, and thon we will nieet Jim and
Sarah Brady and their reaction to that Cengressional vote
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pext week abeat attack weaponry; and then William Brat-
. who asnounced yeostarday, that he is resipgning as po-
the City of New York. Newt Gingrich
will host thia ahow on Friday night with some very purpris-
ing guests. And ane week from tonight, back from her trip,
the guest will be Firat Lady Hillery Radham Clinton.
We will be right back.
[Commercial break]

LARRY KING: We're back with the Prime Minioter of le-
rael, Shimon Peres, at our studios at cur Jerusalem loca-
dop. Mr. Prime Ministcr the aloctions are coming May
2oth?
PERES: Right.

LARRY KING: It locked like
is regarded as closu. Do you
close?
SHIMON PERES: Yes, I tLink the country or the people
are rather divided almost equally. But this time we are
going to have a douhle vote—
LARRY EING: What do you mean?
SHIMON PERES: —and then the

" will be elecudindireceelecﬁonsfonheﬁrStﬁmein
pur history. And then there will be a vote for a different
LARRY KING: So you are going to Tuu like they do in the
United States, then?

you wers way ahead, now it
think it is going to be very

LARRY :

head to head with Mr. Netanyahu?

SHIMON PERES: Well, would like to heve a larger sort
of reform, namely, that the members of the Parliament
would also be elected in districts and pot just on a naticnal

list

LARRY KING: Do you expect to win?

SHIMON PERES: Yes.

LARRY EING: Would you— would you agree that the
Hamas attecks, and the like, and the cther recent ocdur-
rences hava hurt you badly?

SHIMON PERES: Yesd, | agree.

LARRY KING: How do you avercome it?

SETMON PERES: And for that— apd for that reason 1
wouldn't suggeat that the Hamas will decide our elections.
1 hope our people will do so.

LARRY KING: But they could couldn’t they”?

SHIMON PERES: You seo— Yes, they certainly have an
offect. But this, too, is not a simple stery. Becanse if the
poople in lsrael would be asked what will happen if we
should
time, many of them would say “Woll, then you will lose
completely the elactions* And then look, we have had one,
two, three, four explosions — one after another. Very pain-
ful, very complicatad. And the pation was shocked with
ﬂxemanypeoplzzhatwenkﬂhdandwoundai I spite of
this, T mill have an edge: inth!pnbﬂo—inm?on!,.nd
that shows also that the Hamaes has-— has a limited way of
aﬁecﬁnsmolncﬁm.Thepwplemamgerthmthn
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bave ap axplexion during the electoral period of -
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bombs.
LARRY KING: Do you think the Hamas wants the elec-
tion of Mr. Netenyahu?
SHIMON PERES: Well,
question— whichever answer
that the Hamas is very
process, to topple down
don't think they were for
ingt peace.
LARRY KING: Are you cartain that M¢. Netanyshu will
turn that page back or that maybe be won't? -
SHIMON PERES: Well, I am a little bit worried about
their announced policy of settlements. 1 do believe if more
settlements should be put on the West Bank this may ei-
ther bring an end or at least interrupt the peace process.
LARRY KING: We will take a break and when we come
back we are gaing to take some phone calls for Prime Min-
ister Shimon Peres of Israel and then we are going to mest
the Brady’s, Jim and Sarah, and then William Bzatton the
outgning pelice commissioner of the City of New York.

This is Larry King Live, back in Washington. Tomorrow
night we head to New York where Sotheby’s very soon now,
will be auctioning off all of Jackie Onassis’ private things
and there ara going to be many of them, and we're going to
show you many of them tomorrow night in New York.

Wo will be right back.

[Commercial bresh]

LARRY KING: You're wathing the world's only life talk
presentstion that includes phone calls, no better example
ufitthantnhawﬁ:e!'rimemnisteroﬂatul as our guest
and the eallcr from Manchester, England. Hello?

1st CALLER, [Manchester, England}. Yes, goed marning,
Prime Minister Peres.

SHIMON PERES: Good morning.

1st CALLER: Recently, within the last few dsyn there
has been coverage, media coverage of the terrorists invelv-
ing nuclear and biologisal weopens and you have alro
stated that towards the end of this centwry there could be
an ‘us or them aituation. Would you like to elaborate on
this and hopefully what solutions you have for this prob-
lem on a worldwide scale. _
SHIMON PERES: Wel, you know, we have this funda-
mentalisic movement which is an extreme rcligieus un-
dertaking, and they usa terror, and death and lies for ter-
yor, if they want to, to spread theis evil moods. Well,

is not new in history. There were many evil movements
before this. Butthisisthaﬁzstﬁmethutthisunnfn
movement can acquire a nuclear capacity and thaet can
really become a veal catastrophe. Al the head of this move-
ment you have Iran, the Iranien government and maybe
bcfontheendofthi;mmxymeymgethuldufa nuclear
capacity. lmagine for example would Hitler have had a
auclear capacity, what a catastzophe it could have beeu for
she rest of us. Apd | think we have to do whatever wa can

to prevent this marriage between such & militant moves
ment with this verrible weapoa.

LARRY KING: Buffalo, Nuw York. Hello?
2nd CALLER, [Buffalo, New York]: Hello, Larry.

it will be unfair, whatever
1 shell I provide. I do believe
much interested to stup the peace
the government that is for it. I
Netanyahu, but they were clearly
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November 1, 1994, Tuesday, City Edition
SECTION: LOCAL; Pg. 16
LENGTH: 400 words
HEADLINE: WIDOWED BY GUNMAN, WOMAN SUPPORTS CUOMO
BYLINE: By GENE WARNER, News Staff Reporter

BODY:
No ban on assault weapons would have saved the life of her husband, Dennis
McCarthy.

Even a limit of 10 bullets in a single clip wouldn't have kept her scn,
Kevin, from being shot and paralyzed.

But Carolyn McCarthy -- whose husband and son were shot at the beginning of a
Dec. 7, 1993, shooting spree on the Long Island Railroad -- won't quit fighting
for tougher restrictions on guns.

Mrs. McCarthy, wearing a "Republicans for Cuomo" button, appeared in Buffalo
today to chastise Republican gubernatorial candidate George Pataki for opposing
a ban on assault weapons.

As a state senator, Pataki voted against an amendment to ban such weapons,
Mrs. McCarthy charged.

"I'm a Republican, and I can't understand why Republicans like George Pataki
have opposed the ban on assault weapons," Mrs. McCarthy told a late-morning news
conference in front of Buffalo Police Headquarters. "What happened to my family
should never happen to anyone else."

In last December's shooting rampage, Colin Ferguson of Brooklyn is accused of
walking up the aisle of the commuter train and randomly firing at least 30 shots
with a semiautomatic pistol, injuring 19 people and killing six.

Limiting a clip to 10 bullets could have saved other victims on that train
from being killed or injured, Mrs. McCarthy claimed.

"We're not trying to take away guns for hunting or for sport, " she added.
"We're trying to take away these killing machines.®

Mrs. McCarthy has become one of two crime victims to go on the airwaves in
the Cuomo-Pataki race. Carol McAuliff, whose son Thomas was slain in July, has

blamed Gov. Cuomo "and his liberal policies" for her son's death.

"I felt she was being used as a victim," Mrs. McCarthy said. "I believe the
Pataki camp misled her."
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GRAPHIC: ROBERT STODDARD, Buffalo News, Carolyn McCarthy talks about supporting
Gov. Cuomo and gun control outside Police Headquarters today.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: November 3, 1994
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June 23, 1994, Thursday, CITY EDITION
SECTION: NEWS; Pg. A0S
LENGTH: 256 words
HEADLINE: ASSAULT GUNS KILL 1 IN 4
BYLINE: By William K. Rashbaum. STAFF WRITER

BODY:

Assault weapons and pistols with large-capacity magazines were involved in as
many as 25 percent of the city killings last year in which guns were recovered
and positively linked to the crime, according to a state study released
yesterday.

Based on information from the New York Police Department ballistics unit, the
study by the New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services found that the
majority of those weapons were semiautomatic pistols with magazines that hold 10
or more rounds.

Such weapons - including most of the 9-mm. semiautomatics favored by drug
dealers - are defined as assault weapons under Gov. Mario Cuomo's assault
weapons ban, which has been passed by the assembly. A less expansive bill is
before the Senate.

"This study underscores the importance of state legislation that will ban
assault weapons," said‘Richard Girgengé] DCJS commissioner and Cuomo's top

Even with a possible federal ban, which is pending in Congress, the
overwhelming majority of assault weapons arrests are made by local law
enforcement.

The study found that firearms were recovered in 271 of the 1,946 homicides in
1993 and that in 169 cases, the guns were positively linked to the killing
through ballistics evidence.

Of those weapons, 43 were assault weapons as defined under the pending ban.
The legislation defines an assault weapon as any semiautomatic rifle, pistol or

shotgun capable of having carrying more than six cartridges for a long gun or
ten for a pistol.

TOP STORY

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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August 13, 1994, Saturday, Final Edition
SECTION: LOCAL
LENGTH: 840 words

HEADLINE: CUOMO ASSAILS CRIME BILL CRITICS DURING AREA VISIT CALLS DEFEATED
MEASURE AN 'INSULT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT'

BYLINE: By ROBERT J. McCARTHY, News Political Reporter

BODY:

rrounded by confiscated assault weapons and Erie County's top cops, Gov.
Cuomo irallied to President Clinton's aid Friday by branding Thursday's
congressional defeat of the crime bill "an insult to every man and woman in law

C?G enforcement. "

Cuomo picked Buffalo Police Headquarters to lash out at the crime bill's
defeat and called on Congress to reconsider. He watched as Buffalo police
officers fired assault weapons into car doors on the firing range and labeled
them "instruments designed to kill the largest number of people in the shortest
period of time."

"The government of the United States just said we can't ban these weapons, "
Cuomo told police officials and community activists at Police Headquarters.
"What are you talking about? What kind of people are we?"

Facing a tough bid for re-election to a fourth term, the governor has made
crime-fighting a centerpiece of his campaign. Along with economic development,
he touts his administration's law-enforcement accomplishments at virtually every
campaign stop. And he wasted no effort Friday in making support for Clinton's
crime bill part of the program.

"I've been given the chance here today to remind yYou that we've done a
fundamentally wrong thing by not passing this bill in Washington," he said.
"This is a contradiction of common sense.

"How did it happen?" he continued. "Because we haven't spoken. "

He listed his own crime-fighting program, which has included an increase in
State Police numbers, and hinted that his Republican opponents are in league
with those who voted down the federal crime bill. He continually referred to
efforts to control assault weapons thwarted in the Republican State Senate.

"They want to be the leaders of the greatest state in the United States of
America, and they start by telling us they won't ban assault weapons, " he said.
"Forget it. The people won't buy it."

Cuomo said he didn't buy the argument that Clinton's crime bill would prove
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too costly or ineffective because it directs too much money toward "pork barrel"
programs. And when asked about Rep. Bill Paxon's description of the bill as a
"social welfare bill disguised as a crime bill," Cuomo said he couldn't
disagree more.

"Is that a good reason to allow police people to be killed? Is that a good
reason to eliminate the possibility of banning assault weapons?" he asked.
"Does he mean other programs that will reach children and give them new
inspiration and maybe have them avoid becoming involved with drugs and therefore
avoid becoming the kind of people that use assault weapons?

"I don't think that's pork," he said. "That's beef."

Cuomo was joined at his afternoon session by Erie County District Attorney
Kevin M. Dillon, Undersheriff William Payne, state Criminal Justice Director
Richard Girgenti, State Police Major Pedro Perez and Buffalo Police Commissioner
R. Gil Kerlikowske.

Kerlikowske told Cuomo during the firepower demonstration that assault
weapons are partially responsible for the city's spiraling homicide rate --
eaﬁfcially among drug dealers and in drive-by shootings.

verii\wo _

- "A vote against it was a vote against law enforcement in New York and in this
country," said Kerlikowske, who conferred with the president about the bill

t#& earlier this week in Washington. "It's important that we move forward and get a
crime bill that protects us, including one that bans assault weapons."

Cuomo also appeared at the Buffalo AFL-CIO picnic at Elma Meadows Park in
Elma. The annual gathering proved a mecca for virtually every political
candidate in Erie County, but the governor spent most of his afternoon working
up a sweat on the basketball court with State Sen. Anthony R. Nanula.

Buffalo AFL-CIO President George L. Wessel characterized Cuomo's reception as
"tremendous, " discounting some of the troubles the governor has encountered

recently with public employee unions.

"People here today are really thrilled to see him," Wessel said. "And
everyone said the same thing: 'We're with you all the way, Governor.' "

Wessel said Buffalo's labor community will provide phone banks and
letter-writing efforts to the Cuomo campaign after Labor Day.

GRAPHIC: BILL WIPPERT, Buffalo News, Gov. Cuomo, second from right, discusses
assault weapons with Police Commissioner R. Gil Kerlikowske.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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Mr. Chairman, members of the Subcommittee, I appreciate
the opportunity to appear before this distinguished panel today and
to be able to speak directly on an important issue confronting the
law enforcement community and our nation -- the continued prolifer-
ation of semi-automatic assault weapons on our streets and their
easy availability to the criminal elements in society.

My name is John Pitta. I am the Executive Vice-President
of FLEOA, which is the acronym for the Federal Law Enforcement
Officers Association. FLEOA represents well over 8,000 Federal law
enforcement officers across the nation. More important than our
numbers, however, is the nature of our membership. Many of our
members are special agents for the Drug Enforcement Administration
and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. Therefore, they-
are directly responsible for the enforcement of Federal laws _
concerning both drugs and quns. As an officer of our unique
organization, I take most seriously my responsibility to fairly and
vigorously represent our members’ views to Congress.

There is no doubt that in too many of our cities and
towns a tidal wave of violence threatens the safety of Americans.
Increasingly, this battle finds law enforcement —-- those sworn to
defend society against the criminal elements -- heavily outgunned.
The superior firepower now possessed by criminals has already taken
a heavy and unnecessary toll on those 1I represent.

It is estimated that there are currently millions of
military-style assault weapons in general circulation. This number
does not include the 130-140 million rifles and shotguns, the 60-70

million handguns, or the 233,000 Class III fully automatic weapons
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that are out there. The United States has the world’s largest
arsenal of privately owned firearms. It is unparalleled anywhere
else in the world. There is close to one gun for every man, woman
and child in this country.

FLEOA does not assert that all of these firearms are
being used illegally nor that all semi-automatic firearms are
assault weapons. There are many legitimate semi-automatic pistols,
shotguns and rifles. But traditional hunting and sporting guns do
not have the Kkilling capacity of assault weapons, and that is why
drug cartels and the Patrick Purdys of the world use them. Because
of their popularity with criminals, they pose a grave and immediate
threat to the lives of those sworn to uphold our laws and those we
protect. 1In our view semi-automatic assault weapons such as the
AK-47, AR-15, TEC-S and MAC-10 are a real and present danger to the
lives of ordinary citizens and to law enforcement officers. What
is shocking is that these weapons, designed specifically for
combat, are legally sold with almost no federal restrictions or
regulation. 1In most states, any 18 year old can walk into a gun
store, sign a form which no one checks, and walk out with an AK-47
assault rifle.

And criminals do just that. Statistics from the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms reveal that although semi-
automatic assault weapons comprise only 0.5% of the privately-owned
guns in America, they account for 6 to 8% of all firearms traced to

criminals during 1988-91.
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These weapons have military hardware such as threaded
barrels for silencers, folding stocks for concealability and pistol
grips designed for'spray-firing. Does anyone hunt deer by spray-
firing from the hip in the forest? Of course not! A rifle with a
pistol grip or an assault pistol is designed to spray-fire the
enemy at short ranges in combat situations. Unfortunately, assault
weapons are also ideal for urban violence and drive-by shootings.
Any so=-called "sporting" usage is clearly secondary and must be
measured against the very real threat not only to the citizens of
this country, but also to the law enforcement personnel who protect
them.

The TEC-9 assault pistol is the undisputed favorite of
drug traffickers, gang members and violent criminals. Cities
across the country confiscate more TEC-9s than any other assault
pistol. The prototype for the TEC-9 was originally designed as a
submachine gun for the South African government. Now it comes
standard with an ammunition magazine holding 36 rounds of 9mm
cartridges. It also has a threaded barrel to accept a silencer,
and a barrel shroud to cool the barrel during rapid fire. To any "
real sportsman or collector, this firearm is a piece of junk, yet
it is very popular among criminals.

Assault weapons dramatically escalate the firepower of
the user. Technical reports document firing rates of these weapons
at hundreds of rounds a minute! Larger numbers of these types of
weapons are in private hands than ever before and that number is

increasing, criminal "“private hands" included. Semi-automatic
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assault weapons have‘become the weapon of choice for drug runners,
hate groups and the mentally unstable.

Although the Bush Administra;ion in 1989 banned the
importation of 43 models of semi-automatic rifles, and President
Clinton recently added assault pistols to that list, ATF estimates
that 75% of assault weapons in the U.S. are American-made. That is
why H.R. 3527 needs to be passed into law.

The Bush Administration’s ban had a dramatic impact.

Between 1989 and 1990, the number ;f imported assault weapons
traced to crime declined by 45% while the number of domestic
assault weapons traced to crime remained about the same. Murders,
assaults, drug crimes and property crimes linked to assault weapons
e
;{J\>(”j§hll declined from }989 to 1990 as a result of the import ban. No
///// one claims that assault weapons legislation will stop all assault
weapon crime, but ATF tracing statistics prove that we can dry up
the supply of these guns, make them less accessible to drug dealers
and homicidal maniacs, and make a significant dent in the violence
plaguing America.

Reports of the use of semi-automatic assault weapons are
reported more and more frequently in the media nationwide. For
example, in 1992, a man armed with a MAC-10 semi-automatic pistol
robbed a small bank in Randallstown, Maryland. Two female bank
employees were killed, and two others were wounded.

And in Hackensack, New Jersey, six teenagers were
arrested for conspiracy to buy illegal weapons from a black market

dealer in New York City. The school these youngsters attended was
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rated by Redbook magazine as one of the 50 best high schools in the
country. The weapons offered to the youths included several
assault-type weapons -- TEC-9 pistols, Street Sweepers, MAC-11/9
pistols, and AK-47 rifles.

Federal agents, in cooperative efforts with State and_
local officers, are working diligently to stem the illegal
trafficking of firearms.

In such a joint effort, Federal and local police officers
recently raided the Kentucky Courts public housing complex in
Washington, D.C. The results of this raid, conducted following the
shooting of District of Columbia ‘Police Officer Jason White,
included the seizure of six weapons, including an AK-47 assault
rifle.

In New York City, Federal agents and City police officers
investigating a fatal drive-by shooting on the Brooklyn Bridge in
March 1994, disclosed that a Cobray 9-millimeter pistol was the
weapon used to kill Aaron Halberstam. Using the firearms tracing
capabilities of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF),
law enforcement officials arrested a drug dealer for illegal
firearms trafficking that included one of the weapons used in this
hideous crime.

The victims here today provide a very real and human side
to the stories of carnage and mayhem created by the widespread
availability of semi-automatic assault wWeapons. In fact, it is
this incessant 1litany of violence and the related deaths and

injuries that has numbed the general public to a point that it
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seems almost willing to accept gun violence as a permanent fixture
in our society.

Last year, four ATF agents were killed and 15 wounded
during the ATF raid on the Mt. Carmel Compound near Waco, Texas.
David Koresh and his followers were able to stockpile a huge
arsenal of 123 AR-15/M-16 type rifles, 44 AK=47 type rifles, two
Street Sweepers, two Barrett .50 caliber rifles, and many other
long guns and handguns along with grenades and components to
illegally modify firearms and create destructive devices. For the
most part, this arsenal was bought legally from licensed gun
dealers, at flea markets and gun shows. An FBI firearms expert
testified that 48 fully automatic weapons were found in the charred
ruins of the Branch Davidian compound.

What law-abiding citizen needs a private gun arsenal ﬁhis
large? A sportsman doesn’t need hundreds of weapons and hundreds
of thousands of rounds of ammunition. This arsenal was created to
be used against people, including_ law enforcement officers.
Investigating agents have learned that Mt. Carmel residents
received regular indoctrination against law enforcement. Quoting
from the Waco affidavit, "[David Koresch) continually predicted a
confrontation with law enforcement officials and repeatedly
instructed his followers that should this occur, they were to
‘resist with arms’ and ‘be ready to fight and resist.’" It appears
Koresh picked weapons with the greatest firepower to use against
law enforcement. The four ATF agents were shot with automatic or

semi-automatic rifles. They didn’t have the slightest chance
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against these weapons.

Existing Federal and state laws have proven to be
insufficient to adequately protect either law enforcement or the
general public from the illegal use of these weapons. That is why
I aﬁ here to express FLEOA’s support for H.R. 3527.

It is against this background of unquestionable facts
that law enforcement gfoups such as FLEOA appeal to Congress to
take affirmative, though reasonable, steps to cope with this
national problem. FLEOA continues to believe that legislation,
such as that offered by Senator Feinstein of cCalifornia and
Congressman Schumer of New York, which targets specific.makes of
semi-automatic assault weapons favored by drug traffickers,
terrorists, and other criminal elements, goes far toward helping to
make the job of Federal law enforcement officers safer. .While
assault weapon laws are not a panacea to the violence that plagues
America, they are another important tool‘ needed to help law
enforcement.

As to how important the issue of the increased spread of
semi-automatic assault weapons is to Federal officers, I think it
is safe to say that all of us sometimes wonder about our own
mortality. The qﬁestions of whether we will see our families
again, or in what physical condition we could end up, certainly
runs through our minds at one time or another as we go about
performing our hazardous jobs over the years. The issue of these
weapons may be a political one to some of you on the subcommittee,

but it is a "life and death" issue for us every day as we step out
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of the front doors of our homes to go to work.

Mr. Chairman, ¢the law enforcement community, and
particularly FLEOA, feels very strongly that the proliferation of
semi~automatic assault weapons must be addressed by Congress and is
a legitimate area of concern in the context of anti-crime legisla=-
tion. There are slightly more than a million assault weapons in
circulation today. Please do not wait until there are 10 million
in circulation to address the issue because by then it will be much
too late.

FLEOA applauds you for holding this hearing and for
continuing to work with law enforcement groups on matters of mutual-
concern. Thank you for the opportunity to appear today. I would

be pleased to answer any questions you may have.
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A weekly series that examines lesser-known issues and races around the
nation that highlight important trends in American politics,

NEW YORK - Carolyn McCarthy, an ordinary Long Island housewife transformed
into a grieving widow by the gunfire of a crazed malcontent, is not only a
political amateur, but the quintessential grass-roots outsider once so appealing
to architects of the Newt Gingrich revolution.

The story of her new life in politics has nothing to do with Mr. Gingrich's
agenda, but in many ways it is a reaction against it. Last week, Mrs. McCarthy
announced her campaign to unseat Republican freshman Rep. Dan Frisa.

Mrs. McCarthy says she never thought about running for Congress until March
22, when Mr. Frisa voted to repeal the federal ban on 19 types of so-called
agsault weapons. The vote infuriated Mrs. McCarthy, and she hopes similar
sentiments in this suburban Long Island congressional district catapult her into
Congress.

For the first time in her life, Mrs. McCarthy, 52, is calling herself a
Democrat. It is a case of script stealing that has tweaked the party elders,
especially Sen. Alfonse M. D'Amato, a fellow Nassau County resident who
controls the state's GOP machinery and is backing Mr. Frisa.

The Democrats, meanwhile, are delirious over Mrs. McCarthy's prospects. A
sizable array of Democratic handlers, speech writers and consultants have
descended, and even President Clinton, through intermediaries, has let it be
known he's ready to provide advice and counsel if necessary.

To some, she is the typical liberal Republican driven away by House Speaker
Newt Gingrich of Georgia and the "Contract With America."

"I think he's too radical," Mrs. McCarthy said. "He read the American
people totally wrong. I've been yelling and screaming for two years that I'm a
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Republican. I didn't want to walk away."
Mrs. McCarthy brings urgency, passion and harrowing realism to the central
issue of her campaign - gun control.

Her husband, Dennis, and five other persons were fatally shot by the
rampaging Colin Ferguson on a Long Island Rail Road commuter train on Dec. 7,
1993. Her son, Kevin, 28, was shot in the head and, after six operations, still
suffers paralysis of his left side and all but two fingers of his right hand.

Mrs. McCarthy may be a woman pulled out of the crowd by misfortune, but she
carries the authenticity of suffering that in the past has turned bystanders
into powerful political crusaders.

Mr. Frisa professes to be unfazed by his neophyte opponent. And he's a man
who knows what it takes to win a tough fight.

Mr. Frisa did not win the endorsement of Nassau County Republicans in 1994
but beat freshman Rep. David A. Levy by 58 votes anyway. He was the only
challenger to defeat a Republican incumbent.

Nevertheless, Mr. Frisa sounds like a man on the defensive, explaining and
re-explaining his reasons for voting to repeal the assault weapons ban last
March, a bill that prohibited the manufacture of assault-type firearms and
high-capacity ammunition clips.

"I stood up to get rid of a bad law," Mr. Frisa said.

The congressman sees Mrs. McCarthy as a one-issue candidate with no track
record and scoffs at her claim that a private poll shows she can beat him.

"I never, ever took a poll," he said.

In the year since the her husband's murder, Mrs. McCarthy has become a
high-profile advocate of gun control. She has kept to a hectic speaking
schedule and joined forces with Sarah Brady, wife of former presidential press
secretary qim Brady, who was wounded in the 1981 assassination attempt on
President Reagan.

Mrs. McCarthy, a former practical nurse, concedes gun control got her into
politics but now also counts as priorities expanded access to health care and
stronger environmental protection.

Democrats have arrived with advice, contacts and the ability to raise funds.
Among those who have offered their advice and fund-raising prowess are former
New York Gov. Mario M. Cuomo, Rep. Charles E. Schumer of Brooklyn, author of
the assault-weapons bill, and Emily's List, a powerful fund-raiser for
pro-choice Democratic women.

At a mainly black and Hispanic Kiwanis meeting in Hempstead, she is welcomed
with the unspoken sympathy that people naturally feel for her.

Republican Gilford Finch, a local developer and gun collector, said he gave
up his National Rifle Association membership because of the group's intransigent
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"An assault weapon is something that a hunter does not use," Mr. Finch
said.

Back in her kitchen, which now serves as a command post for her new life as
a candidate, Mrs. McCarthy ponders the implications of her choice.

"You know, they're trying to change me already," Mrs. McCarthy said. "They
want to change my hair. I said no."

Her son, Kevin, is on his way to the gym for another therapy session to try
to regain what he lost that bloody night on the Long Island Rail Road.

"It's been a long haul for Carolyn McCarthy. I just hope they don't try to
change me. I am what I am."

****MAP/CHART

NEW YORK'S 4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

The district includes Garden City, the civic center of Nassau County, and
the "Five Towns" of Lawrence, Inwood, Cedarhurst, Hewlett and Woodmere near John
F. Kennedy International Airport.

POPULATION: 580,492

WHITE: 81%

BLACK: 16%

HISPANIC: 7%

ASIAN: 3%

50 PERCENT ARE COLLEGE-EDUCATED

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: $50,887

MEDIAN HOUSE VALUE: $197,000

MEDIAN RENT: $705 per month

1992 PRESIDENTIAL VOTE

Clinton (D): 47 percent

Bush (R): 41 percent

Perot (I): 12 percent

1988 PRESIDENTIAL VOTE

Bush (R): 57 percent

Dukakis (D): 43 percent
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1994 CONGRESSIONAL RACE

Dan Frisa (R): 50 percent

Philip M. Schiliro (D): 37 percent
David A. Levy (C*): 9 percent
Others: 4 percent

1992 CONGRESSIONAL RACE

David A. Levy (R-C): 50 percent
Philip M. Schiliro (D): 34 percent
Vincent Garbitelli (RTL**): 4 percent
* Conservative Party

** Right to Life Party

Source: Almanac of American Politics
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Serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer's belongings are headed for the incinerator,
not the auction block, parties involved in the case said Tuesday.

A lawyer who represents eight of the 11 families of Dahmer's victims
said they had decided in a close vote to accept an offer from a Milwaukee
civic group that has pledged $ 407,225 to buy and destroy Dahmer's belongings
rather than allow them to be auctioned.

Hé said the acceptance was contingent on lawyers for the estate agreeing
to a cap of § 50,000 on any fee they will charge for their work. That would
leave $ 357,225, a little more than $ 32,000 for each of the 11 families. He
said the three families he does not represent are likely to go along with
the agreement.

Dahmer was killed in prison in November 1994 while serving several life
terms for killing 17 young men and boys. The items to be destroyed include
knives, hypodermic needles and the refrigerator where Dahmer stored victim's
body parts.

Shooting victim's widow tries politics

MINEOLA, N.Y. - Carolyn McCarthy, whose husband was killed and son
gravely wounded in a commuter train bloodbath in 1993, announced her run for
Congress on Tuesday against a Republican who voted to repeal the assault
weapons ban.

''I do not pretend to be an expert on policy,'' the 52-year-old former
nurse said with her partially paralyzed son, Kevin, beside her. ''But I
understand what the people of our district want and need and I will fight
for those things.

''Since the Long Island Rail Road incident took place in this area, I

truly felt (freshman Republican) Dan Frisa would vote to keep the assault
weapons ban,'' McCarthy said. ''But he didn't. That's when I knew I had to
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do something.'' Though a lifelong Republican, McCarthy is running as a
Democrat.

The district is central-southern Nassau County, where gunman Colin
Ferguson killed six people and wounded 19 inside a train car on the Long
Island Rail Road on Dec. 7, 1933. Ferguson is serving a life sentence.

Episcopal bishops to fight gay ruling

Charging that the Episcopal Church is beset by moral confusion, 10
conservative bishops vowed Tuesday to take their fight against the
ordination of non-celibate gays and the blessing of same-sex unions to the
church's highest policy-making body.

However, the 10 prelates left the 2.5 million member denomination in
suspense over whether they will appeal a church court acquittal of liberal
Bishop Walter C. Righter of heresy charges for ordaining a non-celibate gay
man as a deacon in 1990. The court ruled two weeks ago that there is no
church doctrine prohibiting such ordinations. The conservatives have until
June 15 to file an appeal.

Ruling may narrow police searches

WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that appeals courts must
conduct a new review of the facts of a case when a defendant claims police
improperly searched his car without a warrant.

The 8-1 ruling in a drug possession case enhances the ability of
defendants to challenge a conviction before an appeals court based on the
argument that police lacked sufficient grounds to stop them and search their
possessions without a warrant.

KAL pays victim's family $ 10 million

LOS ANGELES - Korean Air Lines agreed Tuesday to pay $ 10 million to the
family of a businessman killed in the 1983 downing of a Korean Air Lines jet
by the Soviet Union, a lawyer said.

The money goes to the widow, four children and three stepchildren of
businessman Chung Yeung Kim, who was among the 269 people killed when KAL
Flight 007 strayed into Soviet air space and was shot down on Sept. 1, 1983.
Other settlements have ranged from $ 75,000 to about $ 6 million. The payment
reflects lost financial earnings. Kim owned a South Korean tourist hotel and
several companies.

BRIEFLY

-- Monmouth County, N.J., health officials said Tuesday that a broken
protective grating over a suction outlet caused 16-year-old Tanya Nickens to
be pinned at the bottom of a hot tub, where she drowned. With the grating
broken, the victim was held directly against the foot-square opening in the
bottom of the pool by more than 24,000 pounds of pressure.

-- Depeche Mode lead singer David Gahan, who survived a suicide attempt

last August, was arrested early Tuesday in West Hollywood after overdosing
on drugs, authorities said.

-- Burma opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi ended a daring meeting of pro-
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NEW YORK CIVIC AND LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERS
COMMENTS SUPPORTING THE ASSAULT WEAPON BAN

AYOR RUDOLPH GIULIANI

"There is no justification for protecting weapons that kill the maximum number of people in the minimum
amount of time." [New York Daily News, 1/29/96]

"The assault weapons ban is vital to making a difference in our communities. Eliminating weapons that kill
the maximum number of people in the minimum amount of time will make law enforcement safer and more

successful.”" [ Nation's Cities Weekly, 8/22/94]

WILLIAM BRATTON
FORMER POLICE COMMISSIONER, NEW YORK CITY

When asked his opinion on Congress' efforts to repeal the assault weapons ban Former Police
Commissioner, William Bratton replied: :

"Oh, rabidly against what they did. They are talking out of both sides of their mouths -- they want to say
they want to support American police and on the other hand they are arming the people that are killing us
left and right... Congress wake up!..." [Larry King Live, 3/27/96]

MARY JO WHITE
U.S. ATTORNEY SOUTHERN DISTRICT NEW YORK

" ..And maybe someday someone can explain to me both the resistance to and the movement to repeal the
ban on the sale of assault weapons. Weapons designed for the sole and single purpose of killing the most
number of people in the shortest period of time." [Statement of Mary Jo White, 5/3/96]

CAROLYN MCCARTHY
FORMER REPUBLICAN; WIDOW AND MOTHER OF LIRR MASSACRE VICTIMS

"I'm a Republican, and I can't understand why Republicans like George Pitaki have opposed the ban on
assault weapons....We're not trying to take away guns for hunting or sport. We're trying to take away these
killing machines."” [Buffalo News, 11/1/94]

JOHN PITTA
EXEC. VICE PRESIDENT, FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ASSN.

"While assault weapon laws are not the panacea to the violence that plagues Amtrica, they are another
important tool needed to help law enforcement.... The issue of these weapons may be a political one to some
of you on the subcommittee but it is a 'life and death' issue for us every day as we step out of the front
doors of our homes and go to work." [Testimony of John Pitta, Subcommittee on Crime and Criminal
Justice, U.S. House of Representatives, 4/25/94]
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN PITTA EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT BEFORE THE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON
CRIME AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES Monday, April 25, 1994

Mr. Chairman, members of the Subcommittee, I appreciate the opportunity to
appear before this distinguished panel today and to be able to speak directly on
an important issue confronting the law enforcement community and our nation --
the continued proliferation of semi-automatic assault weapons on our streets

FDCH Congressional Testimony, April 25, 1994

and their easy availability to the criminal elements in society.

My name is John Pitta. I am the Executive Vice-President of FLEOA, which
is the acronym for the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Association. FLEOA
represents well over 8,000 Federal law enforcement officers across the nation.

More important than our numbers, however, is the nature of our membership. Many
of our members are special agents for the Drug Enforcement Administration and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. Therefore, they are directly
responsible for the enforcement of Federal laws concerning both drugs and guns.
As an officer of our unique organization, | take most seriously my

responsibility to fairly and vigorously represent our members' views to

Congress.

There is no doubt that in too many of our cities and towns a tidal wave of
violence threatens the safety of Americans. Increasingly, this battle finds law
enforcement -- those sworn to defend society against the criminal elements --
heavily outgunned. The superior firepower now possessed by criminals has



already taken a heavy and unnecessary toll on those I represent.

It is estimated that there are currently millions of military- style assault
weapons in general circulation. This number does not include the 130-140
million rifles and shotguns, the 60-70 million handguns, or the 233,000 Class

FDCH Congressional Testimony, April 25, 1994

III fully automatic weapons that are out there. The United States has the

world's largest arsenal of privately owned firearms. It is unparalleled

anywhere else in the world. There is close to one gun for every man, woman and
child in this country.

FLEOA does not assert that all of these firearms are being used illegally
nor that all semi-automatic firearms are assault weapons. There are many
legitimate semi-automatic pistols, shotguns and rifles. But traditional hunting
and sporting guns do not have the killing capacity of assault weapons, and that
is why drug cartels and the Patrick Purdys of the world use them. Because of
their popularity with criminals, they pose a grave and immediate threat to the
lives of those sworn to uphold our laws and those we protect. In our view
semi-automatic assault weapons such as the AK-47, AR-15, TEC-9 and MAC-10 are a
real and present danger to the lives of ordinary citizens and to law enforcement
officers. What is shocking is that these weapons, designed specifically for
combat, are legally sold with almost no federal restrictions or regulation. In
most states, any 18 year old can walk into a gun store, sign a form which no one
checks, and walk out with an AK-47 assault rifle.

And criminals do just that. Statistics from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms reveal that although semiautomatic assault weapons comprise only
0.5% of the privately-owned guns in America, they account for 6 to 8% of all

FDCH Congressional Testimony, April 25, 1994

firearms traced to criminals during 1988-91.

These weapons have military hardware such as threaded barrels for silencers,
folding stocks for concealability and pistol grips designed for spray-firing.
Does anyone hunt deer by sprayfiring from the hip in the forest? of course not!
A rifle with a pistol grip or an assault pistol is designed to spray-fire the
enemy at short ranges in combat situations. Unfortunately, assault weapons are
also ideal for urban violence and drive-by shootings. Any so-called "sporting"
usage is clearly secondary and must be measured against the very real threat not
only to the citizens of this country, but also to the law enforcement personnel
who protect them.

. The TEC-9 assault pistol is the undisputed favorite of drug traffickers,
gang members and violent criminals. Cities across the country confiscate more
TEC-9s than any other assault pistol. The prototype for the TEC-9 was



originally designed as a submachine gun for the South African government. Now it
comes standard with an ammunition magazine holding 36 rounds of 9mm cartridges.
It also has a threaded barrel to accept a silencer, and a barrel shroud to cool

the barrel during rapid fire. To any real sportsman or collector, this firearm

is a piece of junk, yet it is very popular among criminals.

FDCH Congressional Testimony, April 25, 1994

Assault weapons dramatically escalate the firepower of the user. Technical
reports document firing rates of these weapons at hundreds of rounds a minute!
Larger numbers of these types of weapons are in private hands than ever before
and that number is increasing, criminal "private hands" included.
Semi-automatic assault weapons have become the weapon of choice for drug
runners, hate groups and the mentally unstable.

Although the Bush Administration in 1989 banned the importation of 43 models
of semi-automatic rifles, and President Clinton recently added assault pistols
to that list, ATF estimates that 75% of assault weapons in the U.S. are
American-made. That is why H.R. 3527 needs to be passed into law.

The Bush Administration's ban had a dramatic impact. Between 1989 and 1990,
the number of imported assault weapons traced to crime declined by 45% while the
number of domestic assault weapons traced to crime remained about the same.
Murders, assaults, drug crimes and property crimes linked to assault weapons all
declined from 1989 to 1990 as a result of the import ban. No one claims that
assault weapons legislation will stop all assault weapon crime, but ATF tracing
statistics prove that we can dry up the supply of these guns, make them less
accessible to drug dealers and homicidal maniacs, and make a significant dent in
the violence plaguing America.

FDCH Congressional Testimony, April 25, 1994

Reports of the use of semi-automatic assault weapons are reported more and
more frequently in the media nationwide. For example, in 1992, a man armed with
a MAC-10 semi-automatic pistol robbed a small bank in Randallstown, Maryland.
Two female bank employees were killed, and two others were wounded.

And in Hackensack, New lJersey, six teenagers were arrested for conspiracy to
buy illegal weapons from a black market dealer in New York City. The school
these youngsters attended was rated by Redbook magazine as one of the 50 best
high schools in the country. The weapons offered to the youths included several
assault-type weapons -- TEC-9 pistols, Street Sweepers, MAC-11/9 pistols, and -
AK-47 rifles.

Federal agents, in cooperative efforts with State and local officers, are



working diligently to stem the illegal trafficking of firearms.

In such a joint effort, Federal and local police officers recently raided
the Kentucky Courts public housing complex in Washington, D.C. The results of
this raid, conducted following the shooting of District of Columbia Police
Officer Jason White, included the seizure of six weapons, including an AK-47
assault rifle.

FDCH Congressional Testimony, April 25, 1994

In New York City, Federal agents and City police officers investigating a
fatal drive-by shooting on the Brooklyn Bridge in March 1994, disclosed that a
Cobray 9-millimeter pistol was the weapon used to kill Aaron Halberstam. Using
the firearms tracing capabilities of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(ATF), law enforcement officials arrested a drug dealer for illegal firearms
trafficking that included one of the weapons used in this hideous crime.

The victims here today provide a very real and human side to the stories of
carnage and mayhem created by the widespread availability of semi-automatic
assault weapons. In fact, it is this incessant litany of violence and the
related deaths and injuries that has numbed the general public to a point that
it seems almost willing to accept gun violence as a permanent fixture in our
society.

Last year, four ATF agents were killed and 15 wounded during the ATF raid on
the Mt. Carmel Compound near Waco, Texas. David Koresh and his followers were
able to stockpile a huge arsenal of 123 AR- 15/M-16 type rifles, 44 AK-47 type
rifles, two Street Sweepers, two Barrett .50 caliber rifles, and many other long
guns and handguns along with grenades and components to illegally modify
firearms and create destructive devices. For the most part, this arsenal was
bought legally from licensed gun dealers, at flea markets and gun shows. An FBI
firearms expert testified that 48 fully automatic weapons were found in the

FDCH Congressional Testimony, April 25, 1994

charred ruins of the Branch Davidian compound.

What law-abiding citizen needs a private gun arsenal this large? A
sportsman doesn't need hundreds of weapons and hundreds of thousands of rounds
of ammunition. .This arsenal was created to be used against people, including
law enforcement officers. Investigating agents have learned that Mt. Carmel
residents received regular indoctrination against law enforcement. Quoting from
the Waco affidavit, " David Koresch continually predicted a confrontation with
law enforcement officials and repeatedly instructed his followers that should
this occur, they were to I resist with arms I and be ready to fight and resist."
It appears Koresh picked weapons with the greatest firepower to use against law



enforcement. The four ATF agents were shot with automatic or semi-automatic
rifles. They didn't have the slightest chance against these weapons.

Existing Federal and state laws have proven to be insufficient to adequately
protect either law enforcement or the general public from the illegal use of
these weapons. That is why I am here to express FLEOA's support for H.R. 3527.

It is against this background of unquestionable facts that law enforcement
groups such as FLEOA appeal to Congress to take affirmative, though reasonable,
steps to cope with this national problem. FLEOA continues to believe that
legislation, such as that offered by Senator Feinstein of California and
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Congressman Schumer of New York, which targets specific makes of semi-automatic
assault weapons favored by drug traffickers, terrorists, and other criminal

elements, goes far toward helping to make the job of Federal law enforcement
officers safer. While assault weapon laws are not a panacea to the violence that
plagues America, they are another important tool needed to help law enforcement.

As to how important the issue of the increased spread of semi- automatic
assault weapons is to Federal officers, I think it is safe to say that all of us
sometimes wonder about our own mortality. The questions of whether we will see
our families again, or in what physical condition we could end up, certainly
runs through our minds at one time or another as we go about performing our
hazardous jobs over the years. The issue of these weapons may be a political
one to some of you on the subcommittee, but it is a "life and death" issue for
us every day as we step out of the front doors of our homes to go to work.

Mr. Chairman, the law enforcement community, and particularly FLEOA, feels
very strongly that the proliferation of semi-automatic assault weapons must be
addressed by Congress and is a legitimate area of concern in the context of
anti-crime legislation. There are slightly more than a million assault weapons
in circulation today. Please do not wait until there are 10 million in
circulation to address the issue because by then it will be much too late.

FDCH Congressional Testimony, April 25, 1994
FLEOA applauds you for holding this hearing and for continuing to work with
law enforcement groups on matters of mutual concern. Thank you for the
opportunity to appear today. I would be pleased to answer any questions you may
have.
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BODY:
"I urge you to fix the politics and pass the bill."

That appeal for action on the crime bill came from Mayor Michael White of
Cleveland last week during a meeting with congressional leaders on Capitol Hill.

It was repeated and returned to again and again as a contingent of municipal .
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leaders, county officials and police chiefs met in groups and individually with
House members of both parties.

Nearly three dozen elected local officials and law enforcement
administrators spoke with candor, with passion and a subdued but growing sense
of frustration and anger over the impasse that has become a threat to the whole
anti-crime package.

Mayor Richard Riordan of Los Angeles, a Republican businessman who ran on a
strong anti-crime campaign, got to the bottom line. "If this bill doesn't pass,
you will be destroying people's hopes of having safer cities."

The message came from mayors like Rudolph Giuliani of New York, a Republican
who built his record as a tough criminal prosecutor. "This is a matter of
substance." he said. "It is about programs we need to keep our cities going - to
make our cities safer."

[t came from mayors like Emanuel Cleaver of Kansas City, Mo., a minister who
has personally played in midnight basketball games for the past three years. "I
set the rules: if we have a single fight, I'll stop it, " he said. "There have



been no fights, no guns or weapons, no cars stolen - no problems in three
years."
Nation's Cities Weekly, August 22, 1994

It came from police chiefs like Ruben Ortega of Salt Lake City, who embraced
the crime prevention components of the crime bill. "This is the first time that
a piece of legislation includes a two-pronged attack on crime," he said. "When
you're struggling with youth gangs on one day, and suddenly they're knocking
down doors to get into your midnight basketball program, you know that
prevention works."

It came from Rita Mullins, the Republican mayor of Palatine, Ill., a
strongly Republican city of 39,000 about an hour's drive from Chicago. "We can't
build a moat around Palatine, but you can help us do something to halt the
spread of crime," she said. "Congress does a wonderful job of collecting money.
This is where we'd like to get some of it back."

It came from Doug Bovin, a commissioner of Delta County, in Michigan's
mostly rural upper peninsula. "For rural areas like mine, prevention is perhaps
even more important,” he said. "We don't have the capacity and the resources to
respond to constant threats and emergencies. We're better off if we can prevent
crimes from happening."

The message, plain and powerful, was a front-line call from hometown America
for passage of the crime bill that stalled by opponents using procedural tactics

to block a vote.
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While the contingent of mayors, police chiefs and county officials conducted
their high-profile campaign on Capitol Hill, countless other municipal officials
were also weighing in through a network of NLC and state municipal league
efforts to enlist grassroots support for passage of the crime bill. House
members who had voted for the original bill and then voted block consideration
of the conference report were the primary targets of the attempt to revive the
crime bill, but contracts were pushed to swing any potential votes.

Among the leaders who came to Washington, the strongest words and most
personal pleas were focused on the opponents who have branded the crime
prevention efforts of the Local Partnership Act as extravagent pork-barrel
spending on social programs that are coddling criminals.

"This bill is not pork, " said Mayor Patricia Ticer of Alexandria, Va. "It
represents the future of our cities, the future of our counties, and ultimately

the future of our country."

Mayor Edward Rendell of Philadelphia, a former district attorney, was more



blunt. "We can't jail our way out of the crime problem," he said. "To can
prevention pork is dead wrong. It's rhetoric and it's counterproductive. Smart
prevention programs are the way out of this problem."

Nation's Cities Weekly, August 22, 1994

Mayor Dennis Archer of Detroit, a former judge, was just as passionate. "We
need to create a better future for our children," he said. "Support for
long-term prevention programs will give us time to begin to build that future."

Mayor Norm Rice of Seattle emphasized the importance of a balanced approach.
"We represent a lot of people who are fed up with violence and want to do
something about crime,"” he said. "This is not just about putting people away,
but of lifting people up. It is a law enforcement tool to prevent the need for

1o

the death penalty or 'three-strikes-you're out'.

Efforts by the gun lobby to strip the restrictions on assault weapons from
the crime bill also drew strong reactions.

"The assault weapons ban is vital to making a difference in our
communities," said Mayor Giuliani. "Eliminating weapons that kill the maximum
number of people in the minimum amount of time will make law enforcement safer
and more successful."

"I'm from a place where people almost never tell you they want government to
do something," said Mayor Mullins of Palatine. "Banning assault weapons is
something they all have told me that want to see done."

Nation's Cities Weekly, August 22, 1994

During a conference call with the White House before the meetings on Capitol
Hill, President Clinton's chief of staff, Leon Panetta, agreed and quipped,
"You're right on both counts. This isn't about pork. It's about being chicken to
vote against the NRA."

House Majority Leader Tom Foley (D-Wash.) and other Democratic leaders
welcomed the local delegation and urged them to use their persuasive efforts
anywhere they could.

"What you are saying is music to our ears," Foley said. "We believe in this
bill, and your strong endorsement of this legislation is important. You are the
best witnesses on the front line that these prevention programs do work."

In their meeting with House Minority Whip Newt Gingrich (D-Ga.) and other
Republican leaders, the local officials found skepticism about the bill reported
by the House and Senate conferees and a conditional outlook for its future.



"We are very interested in listening to you. We believe this bill can be
rewritten and passed," Gingrich said. "But I want to be unequivocal about one
point - the bill will not pass in its current form. There are substantive
problems and very significant administrative problems. There is no way it will
get out of here at $ 33 billion."
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Mayor Paul Soglin of Madison, Wisc., called on the Republican leaders to
look at the situation from the viewpoint of the people affected by the impasse.

"I understand your frustration about the political process around how the
bill came out of conference, but don't take it out on the people of this
country,” he said.

Matt Rodriquez, Chicago's superintendent of police, said he had been through
the strains and crises of police work since the 1960s. "If things continue as
they are going now, it will to be good for our people or the people who dedicate
their lives to law enforcement," he said. "This crime bill puts in place
well-planned programs that are a sign of hope for all police chiefs in our
country,"

Mayor Richard Daley of Chicago echoed his chiefs words. "Crime is the Number
One issue, and we need to deal with it through law enforcement, prevention and
treatment programs.”
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