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UNITED FARM WORKERS of AMERICA, AFL-CIO 
National Headquarters: La Pa/. • P.O. Dox 62 • Kcenc, California 93531 

Telephone: (805) 822-5571 • Fax: (805) 822-6103 

January 29. 1999 j I i i 

In the local communities, our members under contract arc fonning committees to help organize disaster 
relief. They are focusing particularly on the smaller and under-sctviced farm worker towns, Just last 
week, they coordinated the distribution of food boxes to over 400 families. 

The situation for farm worker families is grave and saddening. Each day, woricers creep closer and closer 11 
to total desperation, as food runs out and relief waiting lists grow longer. 

Wc do not believe that the status of legal immigrants should be adversely impacted by a disaster that was 
beyond their control. For that reason, we urge you lo exclude emergency disaster assistance as a factor 
when determining whether an applicant is receiving public assistance. 

We are doing all we can locally, however, on behalf of farm workers and their families, we urge VOti tQ 
declare this devastating freeze a Federal Disaster Wc will continue tO work with your administration and 
Governor Gray Davis to address the needs of California's citms workers during this critical time 

Sincerely, 

Arturo S. Rodriguez, President 
United Farm Workers of AmericaVig^-qfftj^j^ Vive Mcjor 

Pounded hy Citur E. CMrtt <l927-i993) 

if \ 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton i l ! -J 
President ofthe United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N W. 
Washington, D C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing with regard to the devastating freeze that has destroyed much of California's citrus crops 
It has now been more than a month since the disaster began, and the impact is continuing to spread. 

Losses for the December California Citrus Freeze have now exceeded $657 milhon. The freeze has nearly ^ 
destroyed the entire 1999 crop and has forced over 14,000 farm workers and packing house workers mto ( 
unemployment. Many predict that only a handful of workers will find jobs for the usual ten-month season. \ 
Govemor Gray Davis and the U S, Department of Agriculture have already declared disaster areas for the 
8 counties most affected by the freeze. The situation for thousands of farm workers and their families in 
dire and is growing worse every day Workers' inwcdiatc need is food, but they will soon need massive 
relief, including rental and mortgage assistance, in order to survive. j 

Dolores Huerta has been working continuously on this crisis as a member of Govemor Gray Davis' Task j 
Force on the Citrus Freeze and as a member ofthe Migrant and Seasonal Advisory Committee to the 
Department of Labor. We have assigned Vice President Guadalupe Martinez and several of our staff to 
work on the Citrus Disaster Relief full time. 
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UNITED FARM WORKERS of AMERICA, AFL-CIO 
National Headquarters: La Paz • P.O. Box 62 • Keene, Califomia 93531 

Telephone: (805) 822-5571 • Fax: (805) 822-6103 

March 10, 1999 

Maritza Rivera 
Associate Director for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Maritza, 

I would like to thank you for the information you have sent us regarding President Clinton and 
Vice President Gore's FY 2000 Budget, as well as the other materials you have sent. 

Please don't hesitate to send any other information which you feel may be of interest to the 
UFW, particulary anything dealing with guestworker legislation, immigrant, Latino or labor 
rights issues. 

Again, thank you for your assistance in keeping us updated on events and information from the 
White House. jQue Viva La Causa! 

Sincerely, 

Arturo S. Rodriguez 
President 

Con Union se Vive Mejor 
Founded by Cesar E. Chdvez (1927-1993) 
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Si Se Puede! 
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"It gives mo great pleasure to be a part of this evening's tribute. Cesar Chavez and 
Robert Kennedy spoke out for those whd labored voicelessly iu our nation's fields but did 
not shate equally in their bounty. Walking together, they awakened our social conscience 
and touched our hearts. They brought hope to those who were most vulnerable and 
inspiration to a generation. They are true American heroes." 

"Hillary Rodham Clinton 
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DAVIS: Waiting period for jobless benefits waived 
ConllnucdfrDrafli ...... v v c u v c U Conllnuedfrumili 

'I'm coiivuircd we're goiiM? to t'ol 

govuniiiiciii," liosaid, 
f talis siiid lie should know by eiirly 

iicxr WL'irk VVJKU kuid ofhelp is on tJic 
";i.v, but did ntit uimicdiaiely know 
i<nv „,„rli QdiTomia would bo elifd-

hU- for, .s,nyi[,g it would probably 
<l('peiid oil OnAl damage tallies. 

A r<'drral di-visier area declaration 
vu;.iij,l clt-ai- ilu> way for special uncm-
I'l'Winriu boiiefitj and eincrgeiKy 
loiuis 10 faniiots, small business own­
ers, and home rcnieis and owners. 

Davis reminded farmers aiid fanu 

dt the state level, and announced steps 
he initiated TXiesday to turtiier ease 
Uieir recoveiy. 

At the request of Health Services 
becretary Grantland Johnson, Davis 
Signed ail executive order waiving the 
seven-day waiting period for unem­
ployment benefits for workers affect­
ed by the freeze. The wplver is usually 

_ c ontingent upon a dedanition as i i 

ivliininary rcpoils show about 
' \ m workoî i liavo :ipplied for state 
luioniploymonl iiisuî uicc because of 
(Jie freeze, a nujulier Uiat Uie Dav« 
arlminiiiratioii expects to sliarply 

Tlio govcinor also announced he is 
oppiuiig up tlie state's business expaii-
i.u>n fluid — apijruprialed for disaster 
purposes - to farmers and other 
.snu|U Inisuicss owners. 'Hie *{59O00O 
in tlio iircount will aUow Uio state to 
leverage up to -57.2 million ui loans, he 
sai(L ^ 

Davis lias put Lt Gov. Cruz Bustar 
niante in charge of an emergency 
response team that wilJ iipdate him L 
. • ^ f l ^ f ^ °" problems and 
ally bottlenecks in the flow of aid 

Upon his arrival, Davis got a fiisl^ 
iwncl look at some of the damafc 
waJkins into a kmon grove fora 
demonsti^on by Shawn Stevenson, 
who helps ovez^ the 1^ acres <tf 
the Harian Ranch. ^ " - ^ ^ 

The Harlans; who are still blowing 
wTiid machines to tiy to raise the teirh 
poraluro in their fields, <aq>ect a total 

loss to their Jenion crop but are'still 
trying to salvage some of their 
oranges. 

onP'Tnl??"* " ^ " ^ employs about 
80 to 100 fatnihaiuls during the winter 
barvBi season, Stevenson ."aid. 

For those people, its going t» be a 
real tough year for Uicni,'he said. 

Davis rtiet briefly with some of 
those displaced Cum workera, tdlimr 
tllem about tlie seven-day waiverand 
the small business loan program. 

were having trouble," Lupe 
Coronado, a 52-year-old packinghouse 
sorter, told the govemor -7^ 

-niere's a lot of help out tlierej-but.: i 
Its not enough." iffl^^ 

Later in the day, tlie Clinton aitaffi^-
iSlianon announced aildiiional -/ 
tance. • • 
. The U.& Labor Depatunent̂  
issue a$L7miiiion g r a S t o S S 

tiSwiSf™" " 1 ' ^ ' ' neediest SSPI 
It will be used to provide seaaJSgd 

aid mjgtant workers with 

^ ^ o t h i n f t gasoline and n O h ^ 
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$634 riiUUon and dlmUng. _ 
.houses ̂ haye ..shut down laiw 

to 
o 
tn 
o 
CM 
CM 
OO 
I O 

o 
oo 

oo 
o 

. - ^ V r — . . . -

•'^•nyti^l^\ .' :''' '^iii^iJuii^'i 
^ The flmMnwr said httHO. i 

• 'M' •-- ••'tf»A«ffld«BdPi»»:..;̂  -. vitsandB of .woiketB pre out orji 
CLOVE In Us.'mm.ttlP̂ ut"*̂ ^ ^ coiinlies liave beai declared 

the capital sincê  t^.offipe. 
Guar Davis visited the Central VMJey f̂ W51s(myDavia;\ v*Vi;i;;,-t 

• <fln^teaay 'to V^̂ ŝtlwidlng In .front of towM 
fiom vvorkmhe wasxlo.li* w«ya^.vvhaya.tacks .and ll?«h^ .bup^ 

^?e'tiylng^'niiw^'ro-,^.f^ iSok^ more like a fcrmer, v i m ^ , 
f^ ' s t a fe l r id phamthr^^ • boots; ;Jearis,and .a green,;flgce . 

S T a news conference; stâ tfd V̂  ;DaAHs /elected r.desgte 
SSd? a barii 'at the fMhUynowned . from the fiinn conyn̂ ^ 

* ^ ^ S m U e d « f t i ; - ^ M " ' l 2 S w s i a n . 4 l n a u g ^ 
hbw^utii aalstimoewe canprov̂  said Ws priority is to press Washington 
thein;there'igolngtobesomekindof for federal disaster relict 
loss." ' ' . p||intumt0llAVIS/A3 

The four-dav freeze In late Decero-

OS 
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UNITED FARM WORKERS of AMERICA, AFL-CIO 
National Headquarters: La Paz • P.O. Box 62 - Keene, Califomia 93531 

Telephone: (805) 822-5571 • Fax: (805) 822-6103 
Ms. Maritza Rivera 
Latino Liaison 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

January 13, 1999 

Dear Maritza: 

Enclosed are the latest press clipping on the citrus freeze disaster which reports Govemor 
Grey Davis' visit to the citrus areas yesterday. 

I am also enclosing a letter to Alexis Herman from the Migrant and Seasonal Farmworker 
Employment and Training Advisory Committee of which I am a member asking for the 
DOL t ask for additional funds. Ten to fourteen thousand citrus pickers and packing shed 
workers will be out of work for the entire year. In addition t emergency fimds, some type 
of public workers employment will be necessary to assist these families and 
communities. 

The amounts Usted in the enclosed list of disaster funds allocations by DOL were aheady 
disbursed. There was 1.8 million left which I believe Vice President Gore has aheady 
announced that will be made available. 

If you can get any infonnation on what Department of Agriculture or any other sources 
for relieve can be available, please let us know. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dolores Huerta 
Secretary Treasurer 

Con Uiii6n se Vive Mejor 
Founded by Char E. Chdvez (1927-1993) 
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UNITED FARM WORKERS of AMERICA, AFL-CIO 
N.uiun.il [ kMdqu.iricrs: l . . i P.r/. • I \ 0 . Box 62 • KcciU". C^.iliforni.i y.o.M 

•l eleplinnc: S0.=i-.S:2-.r̂ 7 1 • F".i\: 80.^-S22-610.^ 

July 16, 1998 

President William Clinton 
TKL White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington. DC 20500 

Copy sent via Fa.\: (202) 456-2461 
Original sent via US Mail 

Dear Mr. President; 

We take considerable pride in announcing lhat tho Founeenth Conscitiitlonai~t!or?vention of tlie United Farm Workers 
of America, AFL-CIO will convene in the Exhibit Hall of the Fresno Convention Center in Fresno, California at 8 
am on Saturday, September 5, 1998 and remain in session until business is concluded on Sunday. September 6. I99X 

With the theme. Realizing Cd.\er'.s Dream, we prepare to celebrate our last Constimtional Convention ofthe century 
Cesar E Chavez built a union of campcsinos- or farm workers because he believed th.it justice and dignitv could be 
attained \vlien people worked together toward these common go.ils. Cesar dreamed ll>ai through their efforr.s 
camjK'sinos could live dignified lives in a socially and economically just community, In tl\c past 35 years, with 
sacrifice and courage, tlie organized efforts ofthe campc.\in(i.\- in C.nlifomia. Arizona. Tcvas, Florida .and Wa.shini5toii 
State have brought us closer to Cesar's dream, However, the struggle is far from over. 

Il predicted that in the 2 1 ' Ccntur>- Latinos will become the largest ethnic group tn tlie United States. This presents 
us with both new challenges and opportunities The opponunity lies in that Latino workers are. compared to other 
iinniigraiu groups, more likely to join unions. The challenge lies in e.\p.mdiiig our abilities to become more divcr^ic so 
that vse may provide the needed leadership and influence on issues tkat matter to the larger Latino communitv Wc 
believe th.at the Latino community's need for Cesar's dream of justice and dignity for all people is greater now than 
ever before in our luscor>. We need to he more courageous and more unified than ever before .so that we mav keep 
reali7.ing Cesar's dream. 

Tlie United Farm Workers of America and I believe that the Speaker Committee must be commensurate with the scope 
oflhe event Smce the passing of Cesar, you have honored his life and legacy with the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
We believe that you. more than anyone, understand why we must keep realizing Cesar's dream. For this reason, v̂ e 
humbly ask that you speak at the 14* Constitutional Convention of the United Farm Workers of America. AFL-CIO 
We hope >ou will join us in celebrating the solidarity that will allow us to face the challenges of the ne\«. milleniuiTi 

This promises to be a highly successfi.il and memorable event, and we hope you will chocse to be a pan of it. Plc.ise 
respond as soon as possible to (S05) 822-5571 extension 108 in order to make the appropriate schedule arrangements 

We thank you in advance for \our p.irticipalion and support. 

Yours tmlv. 

Arturo S. Rodriguez 
President. URV 

;:i I i o n - UFU' G^ArrS: 

f tHsiuli t l by I fy . i r f. ( / " . i ' r / / ) 9_'7.199) I 
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