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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation
Friday, May 6, 1994

PRESIDENT CLINTON VICTORIOUS AS
HOUSE PASSES ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN

e  Standing with the law enforcement community, the vast majority of
American citizens, and the national interest, the House of
Representatives yesterday voted 216 to 214 to pass Administration-
backed legislation banning the future manufacture of semiautomatic
assault weapons.

o Led by Rep. Charles Schumer (D-NY), House supporters of the ban
were able to reverse momentam against the legislation and produce a
victory.

e  Also instrumental in persuading House members to support the
legislative ban was the persistent leadership of President Clinton and
members of his Cahinet, led by Attorney General Reno and Treasury
Secretary Bentsen.

®  The bipartisan anti-crime vote is a triumph for zvery American who
desires safe streets, and particularly for those who know first-hand the
tragedy that semiautomatic assault weapons can cause. Parents who've
lost children, individuals who’ve lost spouses, police officers who've
lost partners -- all know that taking assault weapons off of the strects
and out of the hands of violent criminals means saving lives.

® The House members who supported this legislation, as President
Clinton noted right after the historic vote, " demonstrated extraordinary
courage in the face of extraordinary political pressure to walk away."

. As part of a larger, comprehensive Administration anfi-crime strategy,
the House's action brings the nation closer towards controlling violent
crime on America’s streets.
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Bevill
Bilbray
Bishop
Blackwell
Bonior
Borski
Boucher
Brewster
Brooks
Browder
Brown (CA)
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.EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 0( tf/
OFPICE OF MANAGENENT AND BUDGBT |

washington, D.C. 20503

april zi. 1994
LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM

- 1AM #I-2$82
T0: Legislative Liaiuon officer =~ E%
‘TREASURY Richard 8. Carro - (262)622-1146 - 228
PROM: . JAMES J. JUKES (for) ] (— |
Assistant Directox 4 nqgislativo Roference i

oMb COHT&OT: €. C. cnn:srnxoa (39 386) :
; Ooctotury'u line (for sinpl. responses): 395-3454

SUBJECT: Proposad statement of Adminiatrntion Policy
RE: HR 4296, Ban on Assault Weapons

DEADLINES 3100 TODB!-IPISI a9, 19!4

.couxlums: This bill is poheduled zor aouoo £100r action next
 week, A copy of the bill as amended by the House Judioiary
“Committen yooterday 19 ‘attached. |

i OMB requests the viaws of your agency ‘on the above subject betora
‘advising on its relationship to the program of the President, in
accordance with ONB Circular A-19. ﬁ '

Please advise us tt this iten will affect direct spending or
. ‘receipts for purposms of the the "Pay-As-You-Go" provisions of
Titla XIIX of the onnibus Budget Reooncilintion Act of 1990.

cc.

| Jose Cexrda _ ;
. Karen Hanxox o %
Clarissa Cerda :

Jenniter Palmieri ; ;
Ken Schwarts ; : :
Mark Schwartz

Jin Duke ! , }
Chris Brown ' N oo
Peyyy Youny _ i :
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If your response to tnis reguest ror v1ews is simple (e.g., :
concur/no comment) we prefer that you{rospona by faxing us this
response sheet. If the resgonse is simple and you prefer to
call, 1easa oall the branch-wide linq shown below (NOT the
analys ’s line) to leave a nessage with a secretary.

You may also respond by (1) calling thu analyst/attorney’s direct
‘line (you will be connacted to voice mail if the analyst does not
answer); (2) sending us a memo or letter; or (3) if you are an
OASIS user in the Executive Office of 'the President, sending an:
E-mail message. Please include the HRM hunber shown above, and
the ‘subject shown bnlow.
TO! . €. C. CHRISTAROS ¥ ;
Office. of Nanagament and Bu et i
. Fax Nunbert (202) 305-3109 |
Analyet/Attorney’s Direct uqmbe (202) 395-3386
' Branah-WLde Line (to réach qoerotary)' (202) 395-34541

FROM: L ;; (Date)

(Nome)

(Agency)
(Telephone)

SUBJECT: Proposed statement ot Administration rolicy
" RE: HR 4296, ‘Ban on Assault‘Weapons

The following is the response of our agency to your request for
views on the above—captionad subject.,

COncur
Nq objaction

No comment ;

See proposed edits 6& pages

Otheri

FAX RETURN of pugeu, attached to this
response ahee

g LM i:—téaa |
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3 April
(House

 (8chumer (D) New Yok and |53 others)
The Administration st?oﬂély supports u.hu 4296.
T e n ke

, 1994
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States Gode, is amended by addme at tbe end ths follow-
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“(i) rewiing cylinde sotguns, s o
(or eimilar 10) the Street, Bweeper sud Striker
12;
“(B) & semievtomatio Tifle thet bas sn by

to asoapt & detachable magarine and has at least 2

- : |
- i) o frlding or telesepping stock;
“(n) & pistol grip that pmu'ndes congpicu:
onx]y banaaﬂl tha action of the weapon;

: “(in) & bayonet mount;

“(iv) o fach mppms;?r or thraaded barrel
designed to amommodm‘ o flash suppressor;
Wi
(%) » greade laumehér
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|

“(i) &n ammunition migazine that attaches
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o barrel extender, ﬂash suppressor, forward
handgrip, or silenser; '

R3] © 7 SYEAr €MD *-- Y10 94:2)

r6/62/70



3

- RAM\SCHUME\SCHUMESS) @ ; BLC
o 5
1 “;(iii) & shroud thp,t attached to, or par
. 2 tially or completaly onf’: es,theban'elmt#
- 3 that permits the sbooterlto bold the firesren
4 with the noutrigger hand without being bumed
5 “(iv) a mamﬁwtured? weight of 50 ounces
6 or mcre when th pistel is andoaded; and
N | “(v)nsemm:bomucvmnonofum
R T “(D)ammmmawngumthnmalm
10 2 of— | -5
1 “(1) 8 folding or telesohping stock;
12 . (i) a pistol grip that protrudes conspicn-
13 ously beneath the action of fthe weapon;
14 “(m)aﬁxedmazazmeeapamymm
13 of 5 ronnds; and
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Daily Talking Points On Anti-Crime Legislation
Thursday, May 5, 1994

HOUSE TO VOTE ON CRITICAL ANTI-CRIME LEGISLATION

® Today, the House votes on a erucial piece of crime control legislation: a
ban on semiautomatic assault weapons. A victory in the House today will
mean safer streets and saved lives.

L Every year, semiautomatic assault weapons kill children, spouses, parents,
and police officers. They are the weapons of choice for violent criminals.
Designed for battlefield combal, assault weapons have no place on our
streets, in our neighborhoods or on our schoolyards,

L Among the ban’s staunchest Supporters are law enforcement officials - men
and women who put their lives on the line day in and day out to keep our
communities safe. Opponents of the ban cannot expect these brave
individuals to risk their lives in the fight against crime, yet deny them the
help they desperately need.

® The legislative ban supported by the Administration ig carefully crafted to

specifically safeguard hunter’s rights. In fact, over 650 hunting and
) ) ne 6 : L=

recreational automatic rifles -- are explicitl

. Moreover, not all semjautomatic firearms are covered by the b ; dnly
semiautomatic assault weapons -- weapons designed for military combat --
are prohibited.

* House members must decide today whether to stand with the overwhelming
majority of their constituents and the law enforcement community, or to vote
the way the gun lobby wants them to vote. Those who choose to stand with
the American people and with law enforeement will be making their voices
heard in the fight against crime,

apPrd pPpapuaiIxd



Date: 04/28/94 Time: 13:33
Weapons Ban Clears Committee With Unexpected Backing From Hyde

WASHINGTON (AP) Proponents of a ban on assault-style weapons
got the unexpected support Thursday of Rep. Henry Hyde, R-I1ll., as
the House Judiciary Committee approved a measure to prohibit 19
such firearms.

‘\'I can see a lot of danger in their proliferation,’’ Hyde, a
senior Republican on the committee, told reporters after he became
the sole GOP member voting for the bill that passed 20-15. Two
Democrats opposed it Committee Chairman Jack Brooks of Texas and
Rep. Rick Boucher of Virginia.

The full House could vote on it as early as next week, although
its primary sponsor, Rep. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., has said he
prefers to wait another week. It could take that long, he said, for
President Clinton and others to round up the 15-20 votes still
needed to pass the measure.

A Justice Department official said the administration has told
the House leadership it would like to have more time, but expects
to be ready for a vote at the end of next week.

Brooks wasted no time getting the bill through committee.
Schumer’s subcommittee passed it just two days earlier.

The Clinton administration is putting on a series of media
events to prompt phone calls to Congress supporting the measure.

Attorney General Janet Reno and Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen
have played prime roles.

On Thursday, at a firing range to demonstrate the firepower of
some of the weapons, they were joined by Agriculture Secretary Mike
Espy. The former Mississippi congressman has appeared in a National
Rifle Association ad entitled, ‘‘I am the NRA,’’ and was the
keynote speaker at its 1990 convention, an aide said. The NRA
strongly opposes the ban.

The measure would stop the manufacture, sale and new possession
of 19 specified semiautomatic assault-style weapons, bar production
of copycat models and limit detachable magazines to 10 rounds.

At the same time, it would spare 650 named rifles and shotguns.
Banned guns now legally in private hands also would be exempted,
although people transferring those weapons to others would have to
file a federal form.

The Senate approved a similar measure last November as part of
its broader crime bill.

The House deliberately left it out of the crime bill that passed
last week.

However, Brooks and key senators do not want to begin the
House-Senate conference to resolve differences between the two
crime bills without the House voting first on assault-style
weapons.

The last House vote on restricting such firearms, in October
1991, lost by 70 votes, 247-177. Espy and Hyde opposed it.

Hyde said he decided Wednesday night to support the ban after
reviewing documents detailing numerous recent crimes, including
some in Chicago, that involved weapons that would be banned. The
information was supplied by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., who
wrote the Senate measure.

‘‘I’'m sensitive to the right of people to own a weapon,’’ Hyde
said. ‘‘You have the right to defend yourself, especially in times
when law and order seems to be very much under siege. But the
proliferation of weapons whose only purpose is to kill a lot of



people in a hurry seems to me not to be justified.’’

Rep. Bill McCollum, R-Fla., contended that ‘‘there is no
functional distinction’’ between the weapons that would be banned
and those exempted.

‘\‘Criminals today are laughing at what we’re doing here,’’
commented Rep. George Gekas, R-Pa., saying they ‘‘know they will be
able to find ... the banned weapons on the black market.’’

APNP-04-28-94 1334EDT
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New Yorkers for Gun Control

Contact: Cllen Freudenheim, MPH 718 636 9811
Spokespeople: Tina Johmstone, 718 442 3484

Barbara Hohlt 212 240 5584

Ralph Hubbard 718 789 6606

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MARINO URGES NY STATE CONGRLSSPEOPLE TO VOTE “YES™ ON
ASSAULT WEADPONS

New York, May 4, 1994 ....In an unusual maneuver yesterday, State Senate Majority
Leader Republican Ralph Marino sent an urgent letter to five Republican New York State
Congresspeople in Washin glon asking that they suppont the federal assault weapon bag.
The letter was sent w U.S, Representatives Hamilton Figh, J1., Benjamin Gilman
Sherwood Boehlent, Jack Quinn and Amaory Houghton Jr., all of whom ate either
undecided.

The letter reads, ™' | have repeatedly mid that a fcderal ban on these weapuns is the
anly way we can prevent dangerous criminals from using them in crimiual activilies. In
New Yaork State, most of thege weapons that arc used ille gally are brouglit in from other
States. Therefore, a tederal ban is the only realistic solution. In additivn, we need tougher
penalties for criminals who use thesc and other weapons illegally *

Senator Marino’s letter was sent followiug a meeling with memhers of New
Yotkers for Gun Control, including Ralph Hubbard, also VP of Parents of Murdered
Children of New York State and Tina Johnstone, whose husband died of gun injuries.

(Last week, Republican Susan Molinari of New York City announced that che
would vute for the assault weapon han, reversing her position from a previous vote in
1991.)

(Copies of full text of Marino letter available upon request.)
#
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THE SENATE
STATE OF NEW YORK
ALBANY 12247

RALFH ). MARINOQ
PRESIOINT PRO TEM

MAIORITY LRADER

May 3, 1994

Honorable Hamilton Fish Jr.,
Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman,
Honorable Sherwood L. Boehlert,
Honorable Jack Quinn,
Honorable Amory Houghton, Jr.

Dear Congressmen:

1 am writing to urge your support for legislation which will
establish a federal ban on military-style assault weapons,

I have said repeatedly that a federal ban on these weapons
is the only way we can prevent dangerous criminals from using
them in criminal activities.

In New York State, most of these weapons that are usod
lllegally are brought in from other states. Therefor, a federal
ban ie the only realistic solution.

In addition, we need tougher penalties for crimlnals who use
these and other weapons illegally.

Your support is critical on this issue.

Singerely,

RJM: jmc
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The Honorable _ _ ;
United S8tates House of: Representatives
Washington, D.C. 208518 : :

Dear:

I write to urge you Lo nupport pamssage of H.R. 4296é, tho Publioc
Satety und Recreational Firearmes Use Prgtection Act. As the Aebate
shaypene before Thursday's vote, T hope|yvu will consider frour key
points that powerfully make the basa fiqr H.R. 4256.

First, the legialation would not affect our ability to hunt. As
the President recently wrote, "The prog sal I supporl spucifically
sat rds huntere' rights; it explicitly protects more than 650
hunting and reoveational rifles from [the ban." The bill even
incluades a grandafather clause to protect owners ot existing assault
veapons; no American owning one of thesa weapens will have it taken
away. . : :

The legilslation is carefully drawn. It would ban 19 particular
accault wvaapone, all of whish are samisgtematic, accept detachable
magagines, and have at least two of these five features: pistol
grips, to allow stable shooting from thel hip; folding stocks, which
aake tham aasjar to sonceal; a thrasdad | barral for attacheant of a
silencer or military davice; a bayonet ppunt; or grenade launchers.
These are not sporting weapons. As youl/know, I have hunted all my
1ife == and 1 qualified as an axpert on the rangs in the nllitary
and fired guns on the front lines during World War II. A few days
ago, I went to the range and firsd the AR 15, one of the 19 guns at
issue. I asgure you that the AR 15 and the other waapons that
would be banned are not for hunting. They are ror kiiiing.

Sscord, crlmlpals undersland the purpube of Lheoe wsapuvias. As Ll
anclosed advertisament for the Btrest-gwesper makes clear, theoe
guns are not sold to huntere and spoftemen. Their ability to
deliver geveral rcunds per second and fo take large magagines of
apmunition wakas tham ideal for violent crime, especially gang
varfare and the drive~by shootings and|wars murdars occurring in
restaurants, playgrounds and vorkplacas aroumd our nation.
Although the 19 weapons comprise only 1} of all guns owned in this
country, thay are used in violent crimg 8% of the time. In other
words, if more of these guns are produced and distributed, we can
expact a disperportionate rise in their Mse to commit crimes. They
are the weapons of choice for violent criminals.

Nore importantly, when criminals brandish these guns, they outgun
our police -- wWhose weapons neoessarily pombine sarety and accuracy
vwith firepower for the security of our citlzens. This polnt ia
repaatedly driven home. In San Frandisco last surmer, a gunman
carrying twe TEC-Ss killed eight people and wounded wvix aethars.
And fivoe yeare agéd, a gunman wielding [an AK-47 alaughtered five
slementary school children. And an AK=47 2)}e¢o wag uged last year
to gun down two peopla outside CIA haiﬂguart-rn. As tha attached
liat of lav enforcement organisations gupporting the lagislatien
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attests, we must etop arming oriminalé to the teeth and give our
cops a fighting chance to utop crime,

Third, a ban on these 19 assault weapong would make a difference in
the fight to stop crime. After we banned the import of oertain
assault weaponu ln both 1989 and 1993, as shown in the encloeed
grapli, Lhelr uue ln criwes relative to the uge O guns MANUTASTUred
domostically dropped vuasiderably., A| vomprehensive ban on all

therefoze, wouldé have

versione of these deadly 19 weapons,
say that wore police and

substantial fupaoct. Critics of the ba
langthler prison sentencea are the anower -- and they're partially
right. That's why the crime bill funds warked incroases in
community police and prirnms. But this funding is only part of the
answur =~ we also must give our polipp a fighting chanca to do
thelr jobs, and we must stop the flow|of weapons of destruction
ontd our streets, | '

Frourth, a vote tor this legislation makep political sense. Roughly
75% of the Amerivan public favors the han. As the President said
yestexday, “No good memker of the Houss Dr Senata, ho Republiiocan or
bemocrat, no rural iegisiator should éyer rear loaing thelr seat
for voling for this bill." ¥he evidence indicates that any
opposition to this bill s nut yrjos roots based; 4L 1B
axeheptrate BP ) e * :

‘Thie Jegislation ig a overious, well-balanced approach to a
particularly tragic aspact of thu Americpn crime problem: the wide
avallability of a smal] group of weaponp made for killing pa:gle.
As Nembers are rapidly recognizing, ineluding, among othars, ( |

the bill is a Xey part of a comprehsnsive anti-crime sffort. I
join the President and the Attorney General in fully supporting ite
passage in the House and inclusion of  ¢ompareble language in the
conference report on H,R. 3355, the Viplent Crime Control and Law
Entoscement Act of 1994, :

_ _

e —pe

N

sin? rely,

Lloiy 1 Bantsen

Enclosures




05-04/94 09:03 B9 202 6220073 TREASY EMEC SEC _ 002

DEFPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON

May 3, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR RAHEM EMMANUEL

FROM: | Josh Steirer /0% SUS

SURIJECT: Tennessee

ATF produced the attached onc-pager «xplaining the situation in
Tennessee regarding the Brady Law. It boils down to the following:

Current Tennessee law does not qualify as a Brady alternative because
it only bars handgun possessicn by violens felons but allows other
felons to possess handguns. Brady requires alternative state systems to
disqualify gun ownership by anyone convicted of a felony, consistent
with the 1968 Gun Control Act.

Last winter, when it became apparent that Tennessee would not be
exempt from Brady, ATF worked with Tennessee state officials to draft
legislation that would disqualify all feions and thus be an acceptable
state alternative to Brady. That legisiation has been passed by the state
legisiature and awaits the governor’s signature. Once he signs it, and
we have no indication that he will not, Tennessee will become
exempt from Brady on July 1 of this year.
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(ENNESSEE AND THE BRADY LAW

The Brady law amended the Gun Control Act of 19568 (GUTR) to
provide for, on an interim basis, a S-day waiting period on
the transfer of a handgun by a Federal firearms licensee to a
nonlicensee. Thig intexrim provisicn provides for a variecy
of alternatives to the S5-day waiting geriod., Ome of these
alternatives is where the law of the State regquires that
pefore any liceneee completes the transfer of

a handgun to & nonlicensee, an auttorized government official
verify that the information available to such official doee
cot: indicate that possession of a hardgun by the transferee
wouwld be in violation of law (e.d.. spoint-of-sale”),

15 U.8.C. § 922(s} (1) (D) -

Under the GCA, it is unlawful for a persou convicted of

any crime punishable by a term of imprisonment exceeding

1 year (felony) to posdess a fiyeurm. Thus, at a minimum,

if the State gystem did not disqualify persons prohibited

by disabling convictions from posseseing handguns. the system
did rot meet the requirements of the Brady alternative
systemn.

after the Brady law was enacted, ATF reviewed the relevant
State laws and determined that Tennessee only disgqualified
personsg convicted of viclent felonies from posseseinyg
handguns, yet allowed persmons convicted of other felonies to
possess handguns. Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-17-1316(a). Since a
person convicted of a nonviolent felony may be prohibited by
the GCA frow possessing a handgun, the Tennessee system did
not meet the reguirements of the alternative to the Pederal
S-day waiting period.

ATF asgisted Tennessee State officials in drafting
legislation which would disqualify all felons from obtaining
a handgun and would be an accepteakie alternative to the
Federal S-day waiting period and hackground check. This
lagislation has been approved by the State -legislature and is
awaiting the Governcr's aignature. This iegislation will
place Tennessee within the rpoint-of-sale® alternative of the
Brady law. It has an effective date of July 1, 1994.

TOTARL. P.82
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PRESIDENT CLINTON SEEKS SUPPORT OF HUNTERS
IN BATTLE TO FIGHT CRIME

In an open letter to hunters reprinted in Roll Call yesterday, President
Clinton sought to enlist the help of hunters to control crime by taking
weapons designed for military combat off of the streets and out of the
hands of violent ¢criminals. Semiautomatic assault weapons are the
"weapons of choice for drug dealers, gaugs, and terrorists,” wrote the
President, "[a]nd every year they kill children and police officers,
mothers and fathers."

As the President has repeatedly noted, the battle to ban semiautomatic
assault weapons is not about gun control; it's about crime control.

"1 know the differencc between a firearm used for hunting and target
shooting and a weapon designed to kill people,” the President wrote, who
himself has been a hunter since he was 12 years old. Semiaulomatic
assault weapons "have no place on a dcer hunt, in a duck blind, or on a
target range — and they certainly don’t belong on our streets, in our
neighborhoods or on our schoolyards.”

The Administration-supported legislative ban specifically safeguards

hunters’ rights. Qver 650 hunting and recreational guns are explicitly
exempted from the ban.

Moreover, not all semiautomatic firearms are covered by the ban; only

semiautomatic assault weapons -- weapons designed for military combat
on the battlefields of war -- arc prohibited. Hunters, wrote President
Clinton, "know the difference between a hunting rifle and weapon that
was designed for the battlefield," and he urged hunters to make that
difference known to members of Congress.
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THE MESSAGE FROM AMERICA:
BANNING SEMIAUTOMATIC ASSAULT WEAPONS
MEANS SAVING LIVES

* The overwhelming majority of Americans supports a legislative ban on semiautomatic
assault weapons. Why? Because a ban will save lives, pure and simple. It will take
weapons designed for military combat off the streets and out of the hands of violent
criminals. In nearly every part of America, the evidence is clear:

. A legislative ban would prohibit the Springfield M1-Al assault rifle — one of the
weapons used by two men last Thursday in a gun battle following a bank robbery
in Wisconsin. The gun battle resulted in the murder of a Waukesha, Wisconsin
police officer.

The ban would also outlaw the AK-47 - the wcapbn chosen by four drug
traffickers who engaged in a gun battle with Federal agents outside their drug
manufacturing site in Pushmataha County, Oklahoma in 1990.

* Also prohibited would be the Intratec TEC-22 and semiautomatic assault pistols
manufactured by Norinco -- weapons used by six young men last year to rob
seven Ohio banks in six months.

* Had a legislative ban been in place in December, 1992, it might have saved the
life of a teacher at Atlantic Shorcs Christian School, There, a student, using a
Cobray M-11/9 semiautomatic assault pistol, went on a killing spree, murdering
one of his teachers and seriously wounding another,

. Critics are quick to argue that semiautomatic assault weapons represent less than 1
percent of privately-owned firearms. Yef these same assault weapons account for 8
percent of the firearms fraced to criminal activities -- a number which has been on the
rise in recent years. As the weapon of choice for violent criminals, assault weapons
make up a disproportionately high number of crime-related firearms.

o We already know that when the Bush Administration banned the importation of certain
assault weapons, the number of jmported assault weapons traced to crime declined by
45% in the first year, while the number of domestic assault weapons traced to crime
remained the same. We can achieve the same dramatic impact on the number of
domestically manufactured assault weapons traced to criminal activity by passing the
legislative ban.
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