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AERICA WORKS BEST WHEN WE SAY . . . mm;

BAKERY CONFECTIONERY & TOBACCO WORKERS - LOCAL 81

Qctober 16, 1993

Doakets Menagemsst Branch (HFA-303)
Food and Drug Admimistraticn, Roem 1-23
13420 Parklawas Dr

Rockvilla MD 20857

RE: 9SN-0253
(Regulations Hestricting the 3Sale and Distributicmn of Cigarettes and Tobacco

Producta)

On behalf of D C L T Local 81, I am writing to express our opposition to the Food and
Drug Administration’'s proposed regulationz on tobacco products. Comtrolling sales of
tobacco products to zisors is an important issue. However, wo balieve FDA regulaticn
is the wrong approaah.

The proposed regulatiocns. taken in their sntirety, will certainly lead to much =more
severe contruls on the use of tabacco products by adalts. This would have a
devastating iwpact on the tobaceo industry. This indnstry is Aighly unionized and
offars workers high wages and extemsive benefits. The jcbs of thousands of our union
brothers and sisters working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many
of these worikars are women and minorities.

But the economic fallout froa such rsstrictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, 30 will teas of
thousands of other jobs arcund the country which are directly dependent on the tobacco
indusery.

Vorkeras iovolved in;: transporting tobacco producta, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail smles such as grocery
and convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of
these regulations. Magy of these workers are union aeabors.

Ve are also coocerned that enforcing these regulations will force the PDA to stretch
its already liaited rescurces and deay the Anerican public the critical services for
which it was oreated.

The prublea of teen smoking warrants serious atteantion, - but regulating away thousands
of American jobs is not the way to do i{t. Govermmant should eacourage employmant, oot
daatroy it. The propossd regulations now before the FOA go well beyond curbing tesnage
sacking and are aimed at destroying an Aserican industry and all the jabs indirectly
associated with it.

Sincerely,

M. Carroll Volpe
Tinancial Secretary/Treasurer

757 E. Sliver Lake Rd. S. ¢ Traverse City, Ml 49684 * (616) 943-3530 FAX: (616) 943-8060
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BAKERY, CONFECTIONERY, & TOBACCO WORKERS' UNIQN,
sett? TWIN CITIES LOCAL 22, AFL.-CIO
CHARTERED JAMUARY ). 1973
BAKEAY aNO CONFECTIONIAY WORKERS' INTEANATIONAL UNION

l'.[' { d‘ AMENICAN STOCRATION OF LASOR AFL-CIO
a L4 wiNMESOTA STATE FCOCAATION OF LABOR
#INNCAPOLIS CLNTRAL LABO® URION
ST PauUL TRADES & LABO® ASSEMELY
MIOWEST COUNCIL OF THE BAREAY & CONFECTIONEAY WORRIAS

TELEPHONE: 179.2921 MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 554214 312 CENTRAL AVE.. SUITE %600

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

I am writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA repulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their endrety, will certainly lead to much mcrs severe
controis on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA. regulation. Many of these workers are
women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco
industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper.
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality indusny, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these
regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are aiso concemned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it
was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sportng events. This not only would deny men and women
around the country these popular recreational aclivities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants sericus attention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American induszry and
all the jobs direcdy and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,
! . '. i -
Ellie Peterson, President

HUY UNION AR MEOruganmiee

ezZeECTLTS



International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers

Local Union 948
1251 W. HIll Road

Phooe: (310) 767-3308
Fax: 810) 767-5907

Flint, Michigan 48507

Dociats Msmaguna Branch (HF A-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parkiswa Drive
Rocicville, MD 20887

Re 95N-0253 (Raguistions Rextricting Sales and Distribution of Clypareass and Tobaoen Producns)

1 um writing on bebalf of IREW Local 548 o0 express om opposition to tho Pood and Drng
Adminiztration’s proposed reguiatics on tobscco products. 'We agree that if is important to concul the sale
dwummmmmmmhmspnﬁmznmmmwm
ovenmally placs wovere comrols on the use of tohaoco by ad its.

Such comrols would desroy the tobacco industry in the United States — an indumry which is
hoavily umonized and pays high wages and extensive benafits to chovsands of owr umion brothers and

. sisters— mamy of whom aro women and minorities. In addition to the direct tegative aconamic impsct,

thess restrictions wouild 2lso pegatively impact even mare jobs in owr courary in thosz icustrics that
provide supplies and sarvices to the tobscco dusTy.

The peoposed FDA reguistiont could cost the jobs of hmmdreds of thustrxds of people inchuding
those who drive udks and tramepart tobacco prodncts w0 mariet; those who cupply paper, cardboerd,
paciaging snd printings thoss who work o the mechamical and elactrics! rades building and servicing the
machinery used in masufacturing tobacco products; thoss who wark in hospitality indusgy; and recail store
clargs in grocery aad onoveniencs suwe. Peopis in many other incastries will also fecl the adverse impact
aof ths regulations — and many of thase workers are union members, o,

Last, wo are cuncarned that the proposed FDA reguiation will tixestm professional motorsports
and other sporting events and will deprive peopls of the plemsure of viewing and parricipating in thes
popuiar recyoatiooml activiten. And, of comres, titis will also czuss the: loss of the jobs associated with
these cventa.

We know the problem of temn smoking deserves serious antendion, but oliminsting thomsands of
Americsn jobs throogh nssdless regnlation is not tha way © do it. The fedoal governmem should be
working 1 creats jobs, oot destroy them. The proposed reguistioos beforo the FDA 3o well beyond doating
with the problam of toonage smxking — these reguistions are really wtonded 0 dmtroy and Amariosn
industry and all the jobe directly snd indirectly asaociatod with it. The FIJA should instoad concentrate it's
limnited rescurces on perfarming the critical sarvices for witich it wes crested.

= ol I P AL %,

Chsrics D Maramail Jr., Business Manager
(BEW Local 548

YZEQT LTS



Woon, WIRE AND METAL LATHERS’

LOCAL.UNION 190L
AFHUM’E! WITH UNITED BACTHERHOOD OF CARPENTERS AND! JOINERS OF AMERICA

708 SOUTH 10TH STREET
MINNEAPCUS, MN 55404
TELEPHONE (612) 322-4348

~— 2y

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-309)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

[ am writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed
reguiations o tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly lead, to much more scvere
controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
workingin the industry are Jeopzudlzcd by FDA rcgulauon Many of these worke.'s are
women and "mnonues : T comee s T

P
ot ce

’-

But the economic fallout from such restictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
thousanas of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacso
industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper.
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countess ather industries will feel the adverse impact of these
regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its

already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it
was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women
around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious atteation. But regulating away
thousards of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourags
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go weil
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

2 i

ustneu Manager
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PAINTED IN U.SA .

. T~ N

International Union of Elevator Constructors
AFFILIATED WITH THE AFL-CIO

LOCAL UNION No. 9
312 Cantral Avenue. Room 5592, Minneapolis. MN 55414 « (612) 379-2709

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parkiawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

I am writing to express our oppoasition to the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will cerainly lead to much more severe
controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact
on the tobacco indusiry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are

women and minorities. )
But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will

thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco

industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stares and countess other industries will fesl the adverse impact of these

regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it

was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women
around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious altention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Govermnment should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well

beyond curbing lcenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.
Sincerely

)
(o) C?afwﬁ/\

PZECT L1,



Minneapolis

LUNALD EARLY
President

RICHARD 0. JOHNSON

OONMALD EARLY
Acaneis € 2w

Central Labor Union Council

312 Cemtrsl Avenue. Room 542, Minnespoiis. MN 54414
((612) 3794206  Fax 373-1307

R

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

1 am writing to express cur opposition to the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will cerrainly lead to much more severe
contrels on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devasmarng impact
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are
women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly reiated to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco

industry.

Workers involved in: ransporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality induszry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these
regulatons. Many of these workers are union members.

‘We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources and deny the American public the critcal services for which it
was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women
around the counuy these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associaled with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.
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IOCAL 253

5725 Dragon Way Suite 115 Cincinnati, Ohisc 45227 (S13) 272-0147
' (513) 272-3202

October 12,1995

Dockets Management Branch(HFA-305)
Pood and drug administration,Room 1-~23
12420 Parkiawn Drive
Rockvillie,Maryland 20857

Ret 95N-0253
(Regulations restricting the Sale anc Distribution of Cigarettes and

Tabacco Products)

On behalf of B.C.&T. Union,Local 2353 , I am writing to expreas our
opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed resgulations
on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minorsa
ia an important issue. Hovever, we believe PDA ragulation is the wrong

-approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly lead

to much more severe controls on the ugse of tobacco products by adults.
This would have a devastating impact on the tobacco indugtry. This
industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high

wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thouwands of our union brothers
and sisters working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation.
Many of thess workers are vomen and minorities,

3ut the economic fallout from such restrictioni would go much further.
Not only will thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacce industry
be lost, so will tens of thousands of other johls around the country vhich
are indirectly dapendent on the tobacco {nduatry.

Workers involved {n traneporting products, providing supplies such as
paper , cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry,retail
sales such as grocery and convenience stores aand countliess other
industries will feel the adverge impact of these regulations, Many of
these vorkers ares union members.

We are alzo concernad that enforcing these regulations will force the

FDA to stretch its already limited rasources and deny the American public

the critical services for vhich it was created.

BZEGTLTS



Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viabiiity
of profesgsional motorsports and cther sporting events. This not only
would deny men and vomen around the country these populaz recreational
activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs 2ssociated with putting

on these events.

Again, the problem of taen gmoking warrants serious attention. But
regqulating away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do is.
Government should encourage employment, not destroy it. The proposed
regulations now before the PDA go well beyond curbing teenage. smoking
and are aimed at destroying an American indugtry and all the jobs

directly associated! with it.

Sincerely,

President-Buainess Agent
B.C.&T. Union ,Loecal 253

bZESTLTS



29G8 Farmers Crecek Road
AMetamaora, NI 48455-9708

DONALD J, MOSHER '
Chatrman

Home (810) 797-58Y9 - (B10) 232-4103 - Fa (810 2324347

October 9, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HHFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive

Rockville, MD 20857

Re:  95N-02353
(Regulatians Restricting Sale and Distribution of Cigareties and Tobacce Products)

On behalf of the Thumb Area UAW CAP Council, [ am writing to express oppositioa to
the Food and Drug Administration's proposed regulations on tobacco products. While we agree
that controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is important, we believe FDA regulation is
the wrong approach. [n fact, the regulations which have been proposed would lcad to even more
severe controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would severely and negatvely
impact on the tobacco industry — an industry which is highly unionized and pays high wages angd
benetits. The jobs of thousands of our union brotliers and sisters, including many women and
minorities, working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation.

I addition, the economic impact from these restrictions would include the loss of
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry, as well as tens of thousands of other
jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco industry. This inciudes
workers involved in: transporting tobacco products; providing supplies such as paper, cardboard,
inks and machinery; the hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and convenience stores;

and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these regulations. Many of the
workers in these industries are union members, too.

Further, we are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will hurt the FDA by

forcing it to push its already limited resources, thereby denying the American public the critical
services for which the FDA was created.

America's Future Depends On American Jobs - 8uy Amencan - Buy Union

QEESTLTE
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- - Dackets Mansgement Branch (HFA-305) ~ —_ S

Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
Page 2.

Last, the propased regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporting eveats. This not only would deny men and women around the
country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs associated with

putting on these events — including UAW members who design and build the specialty
automotive products used ,

We know that the problem of teen smoking deserves serious attention. But regulating
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The proposed reguiations now before the FDA go well beyond
curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and all the jobs
directly and indirectly associated with it. We in the auto industry are especially familiar with
how negatively seemingly well-meaning reguiations can be to an industry.

Sincerely, _
o7 S
, iy
. /- /ﬂ
( Lar ST < ~

Donald J. Masher
Chairman - Thumb srea UAW CAP Councii

TEEGTLTS



FRESIOENT

Ohio Siate Countil FResioenT
t e e ot peeen
" Whnited Brotherhood of LAvesoons
236 EAST TOWN BTREET - G450 Carpenters SEcamTARY. REeUAER
COLUMAUS, OH «3216 and Joiners of Emericd Tainacos, G
PHONE (814) 4614700 LEQBLATIVE ADvoCATE
FAX (614) 4810852 (INSTTTUTED ALGUST 12, 1881) Uposr ArAgN. CNia
October 6, 1995
Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) )
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parkiswn Drive
Rockville, MD 20857
RE: 95N-0253
(Regnhﬁ;:nsnutd:&ngmesmandmmmﬁon of (Ggaretes and Tobacco

On behalf of the Ohio State Council of Carpenters, [ am writing to express our opposition

to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed regulations cn tobacco

Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an importaat issue. However, we

believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

mmqﬂmmmm&%wincuuinlyMMmmhmmm

controls on the uae of tobacco products by a
on the wbacco industry. This gy

: This would have a devastating impact
highly unionized and offers warkers igh wages

and exwensive benefite, “The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters workiog in
the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are women and

minantes,

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much fizther, Not oaly will
thousands of jobs directly relatad to the tobacco industry be lost, so will lens of thousands
of othier jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco industry.

Workess involved in: transporting products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the i mdmrg retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other ies will e the adverse impact of these

regulaticns. Many of these warkers are union members,

NORTHEAST OHIO NORTHWEST OHIC
Q. RAY MEDLIN. JR.
DENMIS mw R meo JR
ROBERT
EXECUTIVE BOARD FPRANKUN FRANK AORE! AT BERNIS
MEMBERS EDWARD c. KELLEY SOUTH GENTRAL CHIO
\ GLENN N. SMITH
= mnxoﬂ.moms o o

JAMES &. TEMPLETON FRANK CASTO

SOUTHWEST OHIO
KENNETH H. BUSCH

WALLIAM P. METZ
Winngen, Ohio

RANDY 0. TACKETT
¥hiar Hognss, Ghio

INDUSTRIAL COUNCR,

AQEM AtR A
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Dockets Management Branch
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We are also concerned that ing these regulations will force the FDA to swetch ity
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it was

Finally, the proposed reguistions would seriously threaten the vinbility of professional
motar sports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women around
the country these popular recreational activities but also lead to the loss of jobs associated
with putting on thess events.

Agmn,dlepouunnﬁzmmldngwmmmmmn m.ﬂatmgaway
emplnymun. w&w'ﬁf‘m&ﬁm :n;;ed:eFDA 1

aot it now we
beyond curbing teenage smaiing and are aimed at mAmmanmdtmyandau
the jobs directy and indirecdy associated with it. desaoying

Sincerely,

So
ngyﬂaﬁv:?dvm
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Shternational Union of @perafmq 6ngmeers

- LOCAL UNION 1B"¢"18A * 188 ® 18C * 18RA °® SERVING ‘ONIO

ELEVEN EIGHTY-EFGHT DUGLIN ROAD ® COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215-7008
(8914) 4806-6281 FAX: (814) «86.7258

Qffice of
Qlotriot Neo. 3

LR AL N 2B 3 3 W

October 6, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) ng\&
Food and Drug Adminismation, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive )

Rockville, MD 20857

RE: 95N-0253
(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes an Tobacco
Products)

On behalf of the International Union of Opmting Engineers, Local 18, 14,000
strong representing eighty-five (85) counties @ Ohio and four (4) in Northern
Keatucky, we are writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug
Administration's pmposed rtguhnons on tobacco products. Controlling sales of
tobacco products to minors is an important issue. However, we believe FDA

regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed reguiations, takea in thefr entirety, will certainly lead to much
more severe controls on the use of tobacco products by aduits. This would have &
devastating impact on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and
offers workers high wages and extcasive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union
brothers and sisters working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many
of these workers are women and nunorities.

But the cconomic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not
oaly will thousands of jobs directly reiated to the tobacco industry be lost, so will teas
of thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent oa the
tobacco industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobecco products, providing supplies such
a3 paper, cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitulity indusery, retail sales such as
grocesy and convenience stores and countless other industries will feet the adverse
impact of these regulations. Many of these workery are union members.

YEEGILIS



v Shternational Union of @pemimq (gngmeers

f' "~ LOCAL UNION 189-18A ¢ 188 ¢ 18C * 18RA * SERVING ONIO
bod ELEVEN EIQHTY-EFGHT DUBLIN ROAD % COLUMBUS. OHIO 43218.70086
: (814) 488-5281 FAK: (614) 4868-7258
Otlice af *
Distriot Ne. § »
October 6, 1995
Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) [* 9Q
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1.3 \_/
12420 Parklawn Drive
Rockville, MD 20857
RE: 95N-0253
(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes an Tobacco
Products)

On behalf of the International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 18, 14,000
strong represeating eighty-five (85) counties in Ohio and four (4) in Northern
Keatucky, we are writing 1o express our opposition to the Food and Drug
Adminismation's proposed regulations on tobacco products. Costrolling sales of
tobacco products to minors is an important issue. However, we believe FDA
regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed reguiations, takea in their eatirety, will cerminly lead to much
more severe controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would bave =
devasmating impact on the tobacco industy. This industry is highly uniomized and
offers workers high wages and exteasive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our umon
brothers and sisters working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many
of these workers are women agd minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not
oaly will thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens
of thousands of other jobs arcund the country which are indirectly dependeat on the
tobacco industry.

Workers involved in: transporting twbacco products, providing supplies suck

. as paper, cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such 2s

grocery and convenience stores and couatless other industries will feel the adverse
impact of these regulations, Many of these workery are union members.

CEEGILTA



_Omlgeré 1995 _ C——— =
~ Dockets Muuganent Branch (HI-'A-BOS)

Page -2-

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to
stretch ity already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services
for which it was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the visbility of
professional motor sports and other sporting events. This not only would deny mes
and women around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to
the loss of jobs associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of tcen smoking warraots scrious attention.  But regulating
away thousgands of American jobs is not the way to do it Govemment should
encourage empioyment, not desty it. The proposed regulations now before the FNA
80 well beyond curbing tecnage smaking and are aimed at destmymg an American
industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

~or f5

Tom Louis
Special Representative

TEL/deh
100-1065

9EES LIS



October 5, 1995

ALAN J. CHERMAX

Secrmrary-Irsamew  Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

2888 Carmeore Arua o0 and Drug Administration, Room 1-23

{210 391-1848 12420 Paridawn Drive

cavio L wnams  Rockville, MD 20857

i

e R -

14193824008 (Reguiations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes and Tobacco
Products)

On behalf of the Ohio Valley Couacil of Sheet Metal Workers, I am writing to express
our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed regulations on tobacco
products. Controiling saies of tobacco products to minors is an important issue,
However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certamniy lead to much mare
sevexre controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a
devastating impact on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and
offers workers high wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union
brothers and sisters working in the mdustry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many
of these workers are women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost. so will tenis of
tiousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectdy dependent on the
tobacco industy.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these
regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stetch its
already limited resources and deny the Amenican public the critical services for which it
was created.

Finaily, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motor sports and other sporting events. This pot only would degy men and women
around the coumry these recreational activities but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on events, .
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Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is ot the way to do it. Government shouid encourage
empioyment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and
all the jobs direcdy and indirectly associated with it
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September 28, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Orug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive

Rackville, MD 20857

RE: 95N-0253
(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Clgarettes and
Tobacco Products)

On behalf of Teamsters Union Local No. 284, [ am writing to express our
opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed regulations on
tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly lead to
much more severe controls an the use of tobacco products by adults. This
would have a devastating impact on the tobacco industry. This industry is
highly unionized and offers workers high wages and extensive benefits. The
Jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters working in the industry
are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are women and
minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not
only will thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost,
so will tens of thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly
dependent on the tobacco industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tabacco products, providing supplies such
as paper, cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail
sales such as grocery and convenience stores and countless other industries
will feel the adverse impact of these regulations. Many of these workers are
union members.

Ke are a!so concerned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to
stretch its already limited resources and deny the American public the critical
services for which 1t was created.
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Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of
professional motorsports and other sparting events. This not only would
deny men and women around the country these popular recreational activities,
but also lead to the loss of jobs associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But regu-
lating away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government
should encourage employment, not destroy it. The propesed regulations now
before the FDA go well beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at
destroying an American.industry and a]l the jobs directly and indirectly
associated with it.

Sincerely,

TEAMSTERS LOCAL NO. 284

Harolﬁ Sﬁ:ﬁ}\:ﬁ““_

President
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October 1ll, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-30S5)
Pood and Drug Administration

Room 1-23

12420 Parklawn Drive

Rockville, Md. 20857

RE: 95N=-0253
(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of
Cigarettes and Smokeless Tobacco Products)

On behalf of the Bakery, Confectionery and Tobacco Workers Local
203T, I am writing to express our strong oppesition to the proposed
requlation of tobacecs products by the FDA.

The proposed regqulations, taken in zheir entirety, will cerzainly
lead to much more severe controls on the use of tobacco products

by adulta. They go right at the economic vlabzlxty of the industry
and in turn the jobs of our members.

What is most outrageous is that rarely in all of the debate over
tobacco regulation is there ever a mention of the jobs of thousands
of hard-working men and women whose livelihoods depend on the tobacco
industry. The excellent wages and benefits we earn enable us to
provide for our families, send our children to college, care for our
parents, grandparents and grandchildren.

Because of these wages and benefits we bolster the standard of living
and quality of life in our community. Tobacco workers will not be the
only onea hurt by this attack on the tcbacco industry. The people

who work in the businesses we patronize--the restaurants, grocery
stores, appliance shops, hairdressers and car dealers to name a few--
will pay a high price as well for these misguided and punitive requla-
tions.

Our union agrees that teen smoking is an important issue that should
be addressed. But requlating away thousands of jobs is not the answer.

2171534
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States are already required by federal law zo pass legislation
regtricting access of tobacco products to miners. Our union and
the industry support these efforts.

Tobacco is a legal product produced by American workers and should
continue to be traated as such. A percentage of American adults
will choose to use tobacco products.

The real igsue is whether they will be made by American workers
who earn high wages and extensive benefits or by overseas workers
earning substandard wages and no benefits.

The PDA should reject these p@opésals and utilize its already limitec
resources to provide the services to the American people for which tr
agency was created.

Sincerely, '
Jerry L. Sprouse
President, Local 203T

ZVECIL T4
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administation, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

Asbestas Workers No. 3+ | am writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed

Ashestas Workers No. 205 regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parkiawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

I am writing to express our opposition to the Focd and Drug Administration’s proposed
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly lead to much more severe
controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high

. wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and ststers

working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are
women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such rcsu'ictibns would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will teas of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco
industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco producrs, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other industries will feei the adverse impact of these
regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will-force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources and deny the Amencan public the critical services for which il
was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporting events. This nat only would deny men and women
around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

Godjh & Fone

M nage.
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UNION NO. 539

312 Central Avenue
Room No. 334, Labor Centre
MINNEAPOUS, MN 55414 AFL-ClO Phone 379-4711
Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockviile, MD 20857

I am writing to express our opposiu‘on.to the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to munors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will cerrainly lead to much more severe
controls on the use of wbacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are
women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not onty will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco
industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard. inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these
regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing these reguladons will force the FDA to sgetch its
already limited resources and deny the American public the criucal services for which it
was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women
around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The propased regulations now before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American induszry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

sbd e
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M innesota AFL-CIO

§25 Park Street. Suite 110 ¢ St, Paul, MN 55103
(612) 227-7647 * FAX 312) 227-3801

July 26, 1995

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

You have received a number of letters from unions affiliated with the AFL-CIO
expressing their opposition to the Food and Drug Administration regulating tobacco

products.

The Tobacco I[ndustry is heavily organized and as part of the Bakery and
Confectionery Workers. they participate and play an important role in the labor
movement, as it moves to improve the lot of working people.

When Hubert Humphrey was elected Vice President of the United States. his first
words to President Lyndon Johnson were that he would be a loyal parmer. and he
was. He told the President that he would do anything requested by him. but asked
that he not be told 10 do anythizg that would harm his friends in the Labor Movement.

Mr. President. [ join all those who are requesting that your decision on this matter not
harm the Labor Movement. nof your many friends within it.

ou for past considerations, I remain.
Sinc

David K. Roe
President Emeritus

DKR:jg
opeiul2
afl-cio
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 15. 1995

Mr. David K. Roe
President Ementus
Minnesota AFL-CIO

Suite 110

525 Park Street

Saim Pan!, Minn2com SSI03

Dear David:

Thank vou for your message regarding our etfort to limit children’s access to tobacco products.
I have heard from many concerned people on this issue. and I appreciate your input as we work (0
protect the health of young Amencans.

Adulrs are capable of making their own decisions about smoking. Overwhelming evidence shows.
however. that children are pamculariy susceptible to tobacco marketing. Some 3.000 boys and girls take
‘0 simoking every day. and millions will ultimately lose their lives to it. If we are to ensure a healthy

ture tor our children, we must act now to stop them trom smoking.

I have therefore authorized the Food and Drug Administration to propose nukes to limit minors’ access
to fobacco as well as the promotion and advertising that ¢enhance the appeai of tobacco products among
young people. Under the proposed regulations:

0 toiacco purchasers wii be required to prove the'r age with identification:
o cigarette vending machines. which effectively circumvent any ban on sales to children. will be
prohibited:

v outdoor advertising for tobacco products will not be allowed within 1.000 feet of schools or
playgrounads. and outdour auvertising vutsige the [, UU-1out It wiil be restnicted o a text-ouly.
black and white format:

o publications with significant youth readership will be permitted to advertise tobacco products solely
in a text-only, black and white format: and

o the tobacco industry will fund an annual campaign to teach children about the dangers of tobacco
use.

These proposals do not coastitute 2 ban on smoking or a threat to the First Amendment. Rather. they
are commonsense steps that will help us forge a better future for our children. [ appreciate knowing your
views on this issue, and [ hope you will work with us as we seek to create a healthier Amenca.

‘neerely,

LYESIL16



MinNEsoTa STATE
Building and Construction Trades Council

Affiflated With . . . BUILDING TRADES DEPARTMENT, AFL-CIO ., .. 73

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Administration, Room 1-23

I am writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed
regularions on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will cerrainly lead to much more severe
controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This wouid have a devasating impact
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
working in the indusy are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are
women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
ghgumds of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco
industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, rewil sales such as grocery and
cervenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these
regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concemned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it
was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women
around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Govemment should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The propased regulations now before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,
Pr| eut

RAY WALDRON, President 312 CENTRAL AVE. #556. MINNEAPOLIS. MN 55414  TEL (612) 379-7048 * FAX (812} 3794479
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Operative Plasterers’ Local 2065
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MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55414
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

I am writing to express our apposition to the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors 1is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulatdon is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certinly lead to much more severe
controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a2 devastadng impact
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are
women and minorites.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco
industay.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitaiity industry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless otner industries will feel the adverse impact of these
regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it
was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporung events. This not only would deny men and women
around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on these events,

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious atention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well

bevond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

L e

Richard Felber
Business Representative

SPEQTILLS



Sheet Workers No. 10
1681 East Cope Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55109

12420 Pxrkiawn Dr.
Rockville, MD 20857
I am writing to express our opposition m the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed
r:;hnmmmm;m. trolling sales of tobacco products to minors is an

The proposed regniations, taken in their entirety, will ceriniy lead to much more severe
controis on the use of tobacco products by aduits. This would have a devastaring impact
on the tobacco industry. T)nsmdum'y is highly umonized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
wcrhngmthcmdusuym;eopar&mdbyFDAxeguhnon Many of these workers are
women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco

industyy.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitlity industry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these
reguiagons. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concemed that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to swretch its
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it
was created.

Fmally. the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional

and other sporting events, This not only would deny men and women
mmmymmmmugmmummmmm
associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. (overnment should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

% n_ﬂa‘.@

Business Msanager
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

I am writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed
regulations on fwisacco pruducss. Controiling saies of tobacco products to minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulauon is the wrong approach.

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly lead to much more severe
controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters
working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are
women and minorities. :

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco
industry.

Workers involved in: mansporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper,
cardboara. inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail saies such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these
regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concemned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources and deny the American public the critcal services for which it
was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would sericusly threaten the viability of professional
motorsports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women
around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs
associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious artention. But regulating away
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Govemment should encourage
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well

~ beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at desiroying an American industry and
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

ISESTLTS
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Aobent V. Merang

intamational Vice President
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October 25, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food & Drug Administration

Room 1-23

12420 Parklawn Drive

Rockviile, Maryland 20857

Re: 9SN-0253 (Regulations Restricting the Sale & Distribution of Cigarcites &
Smokeless Tobacco Products)

I am writing in opposition to the proposed regulation that would grant broad authority to
the FDA to regulate tobacco products.

Although the proposed rules are designed to prevent tcen smoking, they will also have
a devastating effect on the unionized work force within the tobacco industry. Mr. Frank
Hurt, President of the Bakery, Confectionery & Tobacco Workers International Union,
estimates that at least 10,000 union jobs could be lost as a result of the proposed rules.
In addition, related jobs which are indirectly dependent upon legal tobacco sales will be
lost. The FDA estimates that the proposed rules would cost retailers and manufacturers
$26-339 miillion in one-time costs and annual operating costs of approximately $227
million. Such costs to retailers could result in a loss of jobs for UFCW mecmbers who
work in retail outlets which cutrently sell tobacco products.

The issue of teea smoking and restricting access to minors is currently being addressed
at the state level.' Washington State has a law in place, and the Washington State Liquor
Control Board is responsible for enforcing that law. Our members who work in refail
are currently subject to strong penaities for illegal sale of tobacco products to minors.

UFCW has supported reasonable and fair laws which are designed to curb illegal sale of
tobacca products to minors. However, we are opposed to rules which would possibly

eliminate tobacca sales in retail outlets.
Oougias K. Cortry Joseph €, Taiarico ' Uniiad Foed & Commaereial Workars
intamatonal Inernatonad Inksenational Unios, AFL-CI0 & CL
Progidens Secreliny-Tressurer 1778 K Svaee, NW 0 ¢
e ) ‘Maabinglon DC  20006-1558

(202) 22-3111  FAX (207) 488-1562
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Food & Drug Administration -2- October 25, 1995

The: propased regulationg go well bayond the proble.v} of leenage smoking and will result
in the loss of thousands of family wage jobs. We urge you to reject 9SN-0253.

Sincerely,

Robent V. Morand
International Vice President
and Director, UFCW Region 7 - NW

RVM:wkt
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Hotel Employees, Restaurant Employees Union
LOCAL No. 57

AHiliated with the H. & . E. & 8.1V, — AR-CIO ond ALLEGHENY COUNTY LABOR COUNGL and PENNSYLVANIA AFL-CIQ

432 Fort Pitt Boudevard

GENERAL QFFICERS First Floor BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVES
SANFILPPO., President PITTSBURGH, PA 15219 GEOQRGE ROSS
Louis . DAAREL BROWN

ARTHUR TATANGELO, Ex. Vice Presicon N
NANCY ROSS, Secrstcry-Treasurer 2:;" ::: g; gg?j:% HEALTH ! PENSION PHONE
EOWARD NASSAN, Ganeral Organizer (412) 2810357

=

October 26, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive '
Rockville, MD 20857

RE: 95N-0253 .
(Requlations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of
Cigarettes and Tobacco Preducts)

On behalf of H.E.R.E. Local #57, I am writing to express our
opposition to the Food and Drug Administration’s proposed
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco
products to minors is an important issue. However, we believe FDA
requlation is the wrong approach.

The proposea regulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly
lead to much more savere controls on the use of tobacco products by
adults. This would have a devastating impact -on. the tobacco
industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers
high wages and extensive benefits the jobs of thousands of our
union brothers and sisters working in the industry are jeopardized
by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much
further. Not only will thousands of jobs directly related to the
tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of thousands of other jobs
around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco
industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing
supplies such as paper, cardboard inks and machinery, the
hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and convenience
stores and countless other industries will feel tha adverse impact
of these regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

FGESTLT G



We are also concerned that enforcing these requlations will force
the FDA to stretch its already limited rescources and deny the
American public the critical services for which it was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the

viability of professional motorsports and other sporting events.
This not only would deny men and women around the country thesas
popular recreational activitiea, but also lead to the loss of jobs
agsociated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But
requlating away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it.
Government should encourage employment, not destroy it. The
proposed regqulations now before the FDA go well beyond curbing
teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry
and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely, .
AN

Nancy
Secretary-Treasurer

LSESTLIG



TransPorTaTION « COMMUNICATIONS canr i puier
INTERNATIONAL UNion

AR-QO, QC

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) November 2, 1995
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23 ’

© 12420 Parklawn Orive
Rockville, MD 20867

Re: 95N-0263 (Regulations Restricting Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes and Tobacco
Praducts)

| am writing on behaif of our membaers in Michigan to expraess our concams regarding the
reguiations on tohacco products which are being proposed by the FDA. First, lat me state that | am
writing on behalf of Michigan's TCU members, most of whom are employed in the railway
transportation industry. Wa undarstand and share your concarn to cantrol the sale of tabacco to
minars, however we believa that the proposed regulations are designed as the first step toward
much more prohibitive contral of the use of tobacco by aduits. That would be an action which we
very much opposa.

Such controls on tobacco products would not onty destroy this industry in the U.S. and
cause the loss of thousands of union jobs, but would also cost the jobs of thousands ot workers in
the industrias that provide supplies and sarvices 10 the tobacco industry. This industry atfects the
manufacturers and suppliers of paper, ceallophane, cardboard and other packaging materials as well.
Each of thase products has somathing in common — they are often shipped by rail and are some of
the products that help keep TCU membars employed.

Somathing alse proposed by the FOA that concerns our mernbers is the proposad prohibition
of cigarette and tobacco tirms sponsoring motarsports and other protessional sporting events,
activities that many of our members and their families enjoy. Having the FDA, in effect, control
what recreational activities people can enjoy is truly stretching the role that our government had
when establishing this agancy.

Michigan, like most statas also regulates certain aspects of the advertising, sales and
distribution of these legal products. Adding another layer of requiation on top of this while at the
same time destroying thousands of American jobs simply makes no sense.

Pleass know that our members realize that smoking by underage individuals is a Broblem
that daserves serious attention. However, the proposed regulations bafore the FDA go wall beyond
daaling with the problem of taenage smoking. Thase regulations could destroy an American
industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. We teal the FDA should inatead
concentratae its limitad rasources on performing the critical services for which it was created.

Respectfuily,

Gary M. Faley
Michigan State Legisiative Director

6324 Calkins Road  Flinr, Michigan 48532 * (313) 733-7256
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SHEET METAL WORKERS INTERNATTONAL ASSOCIATION

LOCAL UNION No. 7
801 S. Hotmas Street o  Telephone 517-374-7337 e  Lansing, Michigan 48912

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive

Rockville, MD 20857

October 28, 1995

Re: 95N-0253 (Regulations Restricting Sale aﬁd Distribution of Cigarettes and
Tobacco Products)

On behalf of the members of Sheet Metal Workers Lacal No. 7, | am writing
1o express our oppositian to the FDA's proposed regulations on tobacco products.
While we believe that it is important to control the sale of tobacco to minors, we
nonetheless believe that these proposed regulations are, in fact, intended as the
first step toward placing severe controls on the use of tobacco by adults -- an
action which we very adamantly oppose.

Severe controls on these legal tobacco products would destroy this industry
in the U.S. and cause the loss of many thousands of jobs that pay high wages and
benefits to our union brothers and sisters. We are further concerned that many of
the affected warkers are women and minorities who would have difficulty finding
jobs in their communities paying comparable wages.

These restrictions would also cost the jobs of thousands of workers in our
nation in those industries that provide supplies and services to the tobacco industry
such as truck drivers, store clerks and many others. In addition, people in many
other industries will also feel the adverse impact of these requlations as they feel
the impact of fewer dallars being spent in our economy. It is an indisputable fact
‘that people with na income spend no money on the goods of services that others
produce. Obviously, many of the workers who will be adversely affected by a
stalling economy are union members, too.

Another aspect of the proposed FDA regulations that concerns our members,
is the prohibition of cigarette and tobacco firms to sponsor motorsports and other
professional sporting events. Our members work hard, pay high taxes and deserve
to choose for themselves what recreational activities they prefer while enjoying
some well deserved racreation time with their families. Regulating who may, or
may not, sponsor these activities run counter to traditional Amaerican values which
stress our freedom of choice. This is not to minimize our concern for the loss of
the jobs assaciated with thase events as well.

6SECT 14
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-308)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
October 28, 1995

Page 2.

In closing, our members know that smoking by underage individuals is a
problem that warrants serious attention. However, we are also aware that, like
Michigan, every state in the nation has laws, regulations, taxes and programs in
place that are designed to discourage and control the sale of tobacco products to
minors.

Many states, including Michigan, also regulate the advertising and other
aspacts of the sales and distribution of these legal products. Consequently, the
idea of eliminating thousands of American jobs through even more regulation strikes
us as especially absurd.

Our government should be taking action to create jobs, not lose them. The
proposed regulations before the FDA go well beyond dealing with the problem of
teenage smoking — these regulations are really intended to destroy an American
industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. The FDA should
instead concentrate its limited resources on performing the critical services for
which it was created.

Respectfully,

ZrllC B )

Ronald C. Bunker
Business Agent

DOESTLTS
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LOCAL UNION NO. 353

PHONE 515-265-613) 2121 DELAWARE DES MOINES, IOWA 50317

Octaber 27, 1395

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Pood and Drug Administration, Room I-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

RE: 95M-0253 (Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution
of Cigarettes and Tobacco Products)

On behalf of the Laborers' International Union-Local #3S53, 1 am writing to
express our opposition to the Fsed and Drug Administration's proposed requlations
on tcbacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products ta minors is an
important issue. However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The rroposed regulations taken in their entirety, will certainly lead to much
more severe contzols on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a
devastating impact on the tobacce industry. This industry is highly unionized
and offers workers high wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of
our union brothers and sisters working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA
regulation. Many of these workers are women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only
will thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacce industry be lest, so will
tens of thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent
on the tobacco industry.

Workers involved in: ‘transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as
paper, cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such
as grocery and convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the
adverse impact of these regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

He are also concerned that enforcing these regquiations will fo;ce the FDA to
stretch its already limited resources and deny the American public the critical
services for which it was created.

Pinaily, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of
professional motorsports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men
and women around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead
to the loss of jobs associated with putting on these events.

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention.” But regulating
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should
encourage employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the
FDA go well beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an
American industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

e Ta—

. =
" 4teve Piper 91715361
Business Manager



LABORERS' INTERNATIONAL |UNION
OF NORTH AMERICA'

LOCAL 1140 |
1821 California Street ® Omaha, NE 88102
402-342-7878 @ FAX 4U2-342-3747

Dockets Management Branch (RFA) . Oet. 26, 1595
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1« 23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, M4, 20857

RE: 95N-0253 .
i

On behalf of Laborers Local #1140, Omaha, Nebraska,!I am writing
to express our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's
proposad requlations on tobacco products, Controlling sales

of tobacco products to minors is an important issue. However,

ve believe FDA requlation is the wrong approach.

The proposed ragqulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly
lead to much more severe controls on the use of tobhcco products
by adults. This would have a devastating impact on the tobacco
industry. This industxy is highly unionized and offkrs workers
high wages and extensive benefits, The jobs of thousands of

our union brothers and sisters working in the industry are
jeopardized by FDA requlation. Many of these workers are women
and minorities. i
But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much
further. Not only will thousands of jobs diractly related to

the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of thousands of other
jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the
tobacco industry.

Workers involved in transporting tobacco products, providing
supplies such as paper, cardboard, inks and machinery, the
hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel
the adverse impact of these regulations. Many of thiese workers
are union members.

We are algo concerned that enforcing these requlations will
force the FDA to stretch its already limited resources and deny
the American public the critical services fro whichl it was
created.,

Pinally, thwe proposed requlations would sericusly threaten

the viability of professional motoraports and other sporting
events, This not only would deny men and women around the country
thede popular recreational activities, but also lead to the

C9ECTIL1s



Again, the problem of teen smoking warrents seriou
But regqulating away thousands of American joba is
to do 1it. Government should encourage employment,
it, The proposed tegulations now before the FDA go

;

attention,
ot the way

not destroy
well beyond

curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American
industry and all the joba directly and indirectly associated

with it.

8inpetaly, e
tss it

orman Sunderman

Business Manager/Fin. Sec.-Treasurer
Laborers Local #1140

E9ESTLIS
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October 25, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room I-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

RE: 95N=0253
(Requlations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of
Cigarettes and Tobacco Products)

on behalf of the Iowa Laborers' District Council, I am writing to
express our opposition to the Feod and Drug Administration's
proposed regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of
tobacco products to minors is an important issue. However, we
believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach.

The proposel regqgulatians, taken in their entirety, will certainly
lead to much more severe controls on the use of tobacco products
by adults. This would have a devastating impact. on the tobacco
industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers
high wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our
union brothers and sisters working in the industry are jeopardized
by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much
further. Not only will thousands of jobs directly related to the
tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of thousands of other jobs
around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco
industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing
supplies such as paper, cardboard, inks and machinery, the
hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and convenience
stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact
of these regulations. Many of these workers are union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing these requlétidns'will force
the FDA to stretch its already limited resources and deny the
American public the critical services for which it was created.

veECT LTS



Food and Drug Administration
October 25, 1995
Page 2

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But
regulating away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it.
Goverrnment should encourage employment, not destroy it. The
proposed regulations now before the FDA go well beyond curbing
teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry
and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Secretary/Treasurer
TOWA LABORERS' DISTRICT COUNCIL

WGG/jn
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INTERNATIONAL UNION OF OPERATING ENGINEERS
 Local 234, Des Moines, fowa

MAIN OFFICE
4900 FREDENICK M. HUBBELL AVENUE
DES MOINES, IOWA 50317
PHONE (816) 265-1087
; SCOTT BAYLOR . EXECUTIVE BOARD - DISTRICT |
DICK FETERBMITH - EXECUTIVE BOAAC - DISTRCY
RON FRENCH . £XECUTVE BOARD - DISTRICT W

AICK LANE . PRESIOENT

SCOTY SBAYLOR - VICE PRESIOENT
JERAY ADDY . RECOADING SECRETARY
BURT VUBT - TREASURER

LEN HERSH
SUSNESS MANAGER - FINANCIAL SECAETARY
culifipet?

November 1, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive

Rockville, Maryland 20857

RE: 95N-0253 _
(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of
Cigarettes and Tobacco Products)

On behalf of the International Union of Operating Engineers, LlLocal
234, I am writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug
Administration’s proposed requlations on tobacco products.

Controlling sales of tobacco products to miners in an important
issuye. However, we believe FDA requlation is the wrong approach.

The proposed reqgulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly
lead to much more gevere controls on the use Of tobacco products by
adults. This would have a devastating impact on the tobacco
industry. This industry is highly unionizod and offers workers
high wvages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our
union brothers and sisters working in the incdustry are jeopardized
by FDA regulation. Many of these workers are women and minorities.

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much
further. Not only will thousands of jobs directly related tc the
tobacco induatry dependent on the tobacco industry.

Workers involved in transporting tobacco products, providing
supplies such as paper, cardboard, inks and machinery, the
hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and convenience
stores and countless other industries will fee the adverse impact
of these regqulations. Many of these vorkers are union members.

FESTLYS



DOCKETS MANAGEMENT BRANCH (HFA-30%)
PAGE TWO '
NOVEMBER 1, 1995

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force
the FDA to stretch its already limited rescurces and deny the
American public the critical services for which it was created.

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten <he
viabllity of professional motorsports and other sporting events.
This not only would deny men and women around the country those
popular rascreational activities, but also lead to he loss of jobs
asgociated vwith putting on these events.

Again, the problem of tesn smoking warrants serious attention. But
requlating avay thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it.
Government should encourags semployment, not destroy it. The
proposed regulations now before the FDA go well beyond curbing
teenage saoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry
and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

s L

L.V. Hersh

Business Manager,
Financial Secretary
LVH/td

cc: File

L9ECTLIS



AFSCME Local #35
4320 NW 2nd Avenue
Des Moines. 1A 50313

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration, Room I-23

12420 Parklawn Drive

Rockville, MD 20857

RE: 95N-0253
(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes and Tobacco Products)

On behalf of AFSCME Local 35, [ am writing to express our opposition to the regulations on
tobacco products proposed by the Food and Drug Administration. We strongly believe in the
control of sales of tobacco to minors. However, we believe the proposed FDA regulation is the

wrong approach to addressing the issue.

Taken in their entirety, the proposed regulations will certainly lead to much stricter controls on
adult use of tobacco products. Such restrictions would have a devastating impact on the tobacco
industry. The tobacco industry is highly unionized and offers workers high wages and
comprehensive benefits. Thousands of jobs held by our union brothers and sisters are jeopardized
by FDA regulation. This would disproportionately affect women and minorities, who represent a
high proportion of the workers in the industry.

The economic fallout from stricter controls will go even further, though. Not only will jobs
within the industry be lost, but tens of thousands of jobs that are indirectly dependent on tobacco
will also be threatened. This includes workers who transport the products, provide supplies such
as machinery, paper, cardboard and inks. provide retail services at grocery and convenience stores
and countless other industries. Many of the employees of these dependent industries are also
union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing fimits on tobacco sales will force the FDA to stretch its '
already limited resources, and it could negatively impact the many other critical services for which
the FDA was created—services the American people depend on.

Finally, the proposed regulations would threaten the viability of professional motor sport and
other sporting events. Not only would this deny women and men around the coumntry a popular
recreational activity, but it would lead to the loss of the many jobs associated with putting on the
events.

To reiterate, the problem of teen smoking is urgent and requires serious attention. But regulating
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do so. Government should encourage
employment, not threaten and destroy it. The regulations now proposed before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American mdustry and all the
jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. :

Sincerely,

89821(16



AFSCME Local #1868
4320 NW 2nd Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50313

Dockets Management Branch (HF A-305)

Food and Drag Administration, Room [-23

12420 Paridawn Drive

Rockville, MD 20857

RE: 95N-0253 -
(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes and Tobacco Products)

On behalf of AFSCME Local 1868, [ am writing to express our oppcsition to the regulations on
tobacco products proposed by the Food and Drug Administration. We strongly believe in the
control of sales of tobacco to minors. However, we believe the proposed FDA regulation is the
wrong approach to addressing the issue.

Taken in their entirety, the proposed regulations will certainly lead to much stricter controls on
adult use of tobacco products. Such restrictions would have a devastaung impact on the tobacco
industry. The tobacco industry is highly unionized and offers workers high wages and
comprehensive benefits. Thousands of jobs held by our union brothers and sisters are jeopardized
by FDA regulation. This would disproportionately affect women anc| minonties, who represent a
high proportion of the workers in the industry.

The economic fallout from stricter controls will go even further, though. Not only will jobs
within the industry be lost, but tens of thousands of jobs that are indirectly dependent on tobacco
will also be threatened. This includes workers who transport the products. provide supplies such
as machinery, paper. cardboard and inks, provide retail services at grocery and convenience stores
and countless other industries. Many of the employees of these dependent industries are also
union members,

We are also concerned that enforcing limits on tobacco sales will force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources, and it could negatively impact the many other critical services for which
the FDA was created--services the American people depend on.

Finally, the proposed regulations would threaten the viability of professional motor sport and
other sporting events. Not only would this derty women and men around the country a popular
recreational activity, but it would lead to the loss of the many jobs associated with putting on the
events.

To reiterate, the problem of teen smoking is urgent and requires serious attention. But regulating
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do so. Government should encourage
employment, not threaten and destroy it. The regulations now proposed before the FDA go well
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and all the
jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

B""&’l‘gim ~ Nres(d et

4FEEBTLLIS



AFSCME Local #1185
4320 NW 2ad Avenue
Des Moines, [A 50313

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration, Roorn I-23

12420 Parkiawn Drive

Rockville, MD 20857

RE: 95N-0253
(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distnbution of Cigarettes and Tobacco Products)

On behalf of AFSCME Local 1185, I am writing to express our opposition to the regulations on
tobacco products proposed by the Food and Drug Administration. We strongly believe in the
control of sales of tobacco to minors. However, we believe the propcsed FDA regulation is the
wrong approach to addressing the issue.

Taken in their entirety, the proposed regulations will certainly lead to much stricter controls on
adult use of tobacco products. Such restrictions wouid have a devastating impact on the tobacco
industry. The tobacco industry is highly unionized and offers workers high wages and
comprehensive benefits. Thousands of jobs held by our union brothers and sisters are jeopardized
by FDA regulation. This would disproportionately affect women and minorities, who represent a
high proportion of the workers in the industry.

The economic fallout from stricter controls will go even further, though. Not only will jobs
within the industry be lost, but tens of thousands of jobs that are indirectly dependent on tobacco
will also be threatened. This includes workers who transport the products, provide supplies such
as machinery, paper. cardboard and inks, provide retail services at grocery and convenience stores
an< countless other industries. Many of the employees of these dependent industries are also
union members.

We are also concerned that enforcing limits on tobacco sales will force the FDA to stretch its
already limited resources, and it could negatively impact the many other critical services for which
the FDA was created—services the American people depend on.

Finally, the proposed regulations would threaten the viability of professional motor sport and
other sporting events. Not only would this deny women and men around the country a popular
recreational activity, but it would lead to the loss of the many jobs associated with putting on the
events,

To reiterate, the problem of teen smoking is urgent and requires serious attention. But regulating
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do so. Government should encourage
employment, not threaten and destroy it. The regulations now proposed before the FDA go weil
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and all the
jobs directly and indirectly associated with it.

Sincerely,

Il M Coel) Pt~
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Prasicent
ANTHONY V. OTTOBRE

vice-Fresicent
EDMUND R DAVIS

Secretary-Trecsurer
CARMEN BARTOLOMEQ

Busingss Agent
M BROWN

Recording Secretary
RCHARD CONROY

Guardian
JERRY WRIGHT

SCHOOL EMPLOYEES LOCAL NO, 1201
CARCAITFD 194

2026 CHANCELLOR STREET @ PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA 19103
Mmmmm&hmmoo,mmoo

November 1, 1995

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Dr.

. Rockvilla, MD 20857

RE: 95N=023

564-3845
564-38446

(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution

of Cigarettes and Tobacco Products)

On behalf of the National cConference of Fireman and
Oilers Local 1201, I am writing to express our opposition
to the Food and Drug Administration‘'s proposed
requlations on tobacco products to minors 4is and
important issue. However, we believe FDA ragulation is

the wrong approach.

The proposed requlations, taken in their entirety, will
certainly lead to much more severe controls on the uss of

tobacco products by adults. This would have

a

devastating impact on the tobacco industry. This
industry is highly unionized and offers workers high
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of
our union brothers and sisters working in the industry
are jecpardized by FDA ragulation. Many of these workers

are women and minorities.

But the econonmic fallout from such restrictions would go
much further. Not only will thousands of jobs directly
related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tene of
thousands of other jobs around the country which are

indirectly dapendant on tha tobacco industry.

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products,
providing supplies such as paper, cardboard, inks and

machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such as
grocery and convenience stores and countless other
industries will feel the adverse impact of these

requlations. Many of these workers are union menmbers.

TLECT £14
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November 1, 1595

We are also concerned that enforcing these regqulaticns
will force the FDA to stretch its already 1limited
resources and deny the American public the critical
services for which it was created.

Finally, the proposed regqulations would seriously
threaten the viability of professicnal motorsports and
other sporting events. This not only would deny men and
women around the country these popular recreational
activities, but also lead to tha loss of jobs associated
wvith putting on these events.

Again the problem of teen smoking warrants serious
attention. But requlating away thousands of American
jobs is not the way to do it, Government should
encourags employment, not destroy it. The proposed
regulations now before tha FDA go well beyond curbing
teenage smoking and are aimed at destrcying an American
industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly
associated with it.

Sincerely,

a/nﬂofwg V. Cttotueffs
Anthony V. Dttobre

President
Local 1201

AVO/fs -
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October 18, 1895

Dockets Management Branch (HFA - 3095)
Food and Drug Administration Room 1 - 23
12420 pParklawn Drive

Rockville, MD 20857

From: John F. Whitacre, Jr.
BC&T Local 2-T Sec/treas.
Swisher International Inc.
Wheeling, West Virginia
54500 National Road
Bridgeport, Ohio 43912

As a member of the tobacco industry, I feel obligated to
register my objections to the proposed FDA regulations re-
garding tobacco products.

I am also a user of tobacco products and am angered at
your interference in the industry and my right to enjoy a legal
product. The government is happy to accept my taxes when I
purchase tobacco products and the manufacturer's taxes ap-
proaching $12 billion a year. This proposed regulation makes no
sense or "cents”

The economic contribution of the U.S. tobacco industry is
dramatic. A 1992 Price-Waterhouse study estimated that the
tobacco industry employs directly and indirectly more than 2.2
million pennle Nationwide. Federal state and municipal excise
taxes on tgbacco products totaled more than 12.2 billion in 1994,
and well over $14 billion when sales taxes on these products are
included. FDA regulation is intended to reduce tobacco consump-
tion and will lead to fewer sales of tobacco and thereby,
putting tobacco-related jobs and tax revenues at risk.

No one in the tobacco industry believes in selling tobacco
products to minors; however, efforts to regulate the sale should
not effect advrtts wno are simply trying to purchase a legal
product.

Tobacco i1s the target of the day. Stop pandering to the
politically correct crowd. Stand up for what you know you should
support...Americans freedom of choice and Americans freedom of
speech. Stop being hypocritical by declaring tobacco, a legal
product, as the worst problem this nation faces. Deal with the
true hazards to our lives ... drugs. violence, poverty.

Please Support...

TOBACCO WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

SLESTLTIS



Beverly Pelham
R.D.2. Box 104

Union Local #2.
Swisher Intnl..
10-21-95.

] feel that this is an unlavful act from the F.D.A..

We are AMERICANS, after all.

%e Voted for our rights for freedom of speech and that
ncludes Smoking, it's our choice to live the way that we
ee fit for ourselves..

Personnaly do not use any tabacco products but people
round me do. And that is ok with me no sign or other form
f advertisement would make me a smoker nor would it stop

me from doing so if i wanted too.
eople will do what they want to and for themselves, and
hey have that right.. WE ARE NOT IN RUSSIA..
ussia is taking on new changes in their Goverment.

Yhat will happen is the taking of very much needed JOBS..

t will"end up hurting our econemy as well as the world,

ot just the TOBACCO WORKERS.but PRINTERS, TRUCKERS,

‘ARMERS,PLASTICS, CLERKS,and more than a million other

eople of the working force who pay your salaries and this

ountries TAX's..

ol o W, . e V=Y

WE ARE THE PEQPLE
I'M PROUDE TO ée
ONE OF THEM..

- D
Sincerly /C:?/»uéw-g? Lol

« Valley Grove W.Vd,b26060
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COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELATED ACTIVITIES
WHOLESALE/DISTRIBUTOR AND RETAIL

Completed Comments

o Hundreds of wholesale, distributor, venZ.1g and the range of retail trade
organizations and their affiliates filed comments to the docket. See Section D
for a listing by state. ‘

¢ TI member companies sent out information to state and local retail
organizations, individual retail outlets, distributors, wholesalers, and others.
For example, a B&W grassroots campaign has included over 280,000 letters to
retail accounts, 5,000 letters to retirees; 3,000 to issue-oriented consumers:
and 1,000 letters to key suppliers.

e The Smokeless Tobacco Council has sent out over 10,000 packets of
material to 19 state-based retail organizations.

Ongoing

e Numerous national organizations have been approached and provided with
assistance to file comments to the FDA docket. Comments are expected from:

» Food Marketing Institute

» National Grocers® Association

s Grocery Manufacturers’ Association

* International Mass Retail Association

Truck Stop Operators

American Wholesale Marketers Association
Retail Tobacco Dealers of America

» Amusement and Music Operators Association
* National Automatic Merchandising Association
s National Association of Restaurants

* National Licensed Beverage Association

BLEGTLYS



Associstion of OREGON FOOD INDUSTRIES Inc.

PO.Box 12847 ©  Salam ORGT3 e  (S3) 3633768, Tol Free ¢-800-824-1602, Fax (503) 3635435

| Cetober 23, 1995

Docket #55N-0253 and $5N-02531

Docket Managemem Branch (HFA-305)

Food & Drug Adminisgation, Room 23

12420 Parkdawn Drive

Rockville, Maryland 20857
Re; Regulatizns 'Restricting 51 Sals and Disuibution of (Ggarettes and Smokeless
Tobacco Products w Protect (itidren and Adolescents

— .

On behalf of the Association of Or:zgon Food Industries, | otfer the followirg comments

mgud;n-mcpwpadugulmmaspmradmth.?edm Register e August 11, 1995321 CFR
Pant 801, e al).

As a significant represantative for (Ot sow's retail grocery community, the Association of
Oregon Food [ndustries strongly oppases il ropased regnlarions. The Association of Qregon
Food Industries urges the Food & Dmg Adieinistration to formally discontinue ics mlemaking
process in regard to these proposed mgulations.

.
|
v

FDA LACKS JURISDICII( ¥ | HTER TOBACCO FRODUCTS

The Food & Drug Administration & it have appropriate jurisdiction to regulate
tobicco poducts,  Auwherity to regulate toiewro products hes been cxpressly reserved by
Congress. In the ahvence of specific Cangress:oml action, the ageacy (FDA) does not possess
appropdate authority to promulgate the proposed regulations. In regard to this issue, ir should
be noted that Congress has consistently rejectes] proposals granting FDA. aathority to regulate
tobacco products.  This demonstrates that FDA udcstha;unsmmﬂxmmbaxopmd:m
xaquuadtopmmdmﬁnmposedxegulmm;

W
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kmaboxudﬂymmzmbawoguhmmmhtfoodm&ugpmdncszd
therefore exemnpt from the regulatory purview of the Food ard Drug Administration, specifically
in relation to provisions of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmeticc Act. Mannfacturers of tobacco
ave pever claimed such products serve any medical o therapetic purpose, thus the attempt of
rheHDAtoregn]axcﬂwqpmdmsasmeditz! devices is unquestionably without mexit.

1

- I
VIOLATION OF FIRST AMENDMENT PROTECTIONS

As demailed in sgbsection (2) of Section 897.32, the preposed rules would limit cetain
advertising to the use of black text o & white background. This provision represents 2 besic ban
. ontobacro advertising and ciearly viclates procections of free speech under the First Amendment.
The U.S. Supreme Court has traditionally supported 2 tvoad murrretation of the provisions of
the First Amendment. The proposed regulations, as they pertain 10 advertising restrictions,
clearly are conmadicrary to the gaditional position taken by the Supreme Court

Further, the proposed advertising resgicnions contradict Congressional action. We
understand through explicit Congressional action, the Federal Trade Commission has been
provided jurisdiction over all advertising, including tobacco advertising. The provossd
regnlations condlict with this Congressional actior.

In coujunction with thess restrictions, the proposed reguiations would direct the tobacco
industry to annually fond 2 $150 million advertising campaign “to discourage persous wnder 18
years of age from using cigareftes and smokeless tobaceo products.” (§ 397.29). Once again, we
believethcset&ict'nns?riohtethsi:’ust Amendment

oL
HINDRANCE TO EXISTING RESPONSIBILITIES OF FDA

The primary responsibility of the Food and Drug Administrasion remains the protection
of the mation's food ard drmg suppties. In the event FDA prosues the reguiation of tobacco
products, other FDA responsibilities such as the approval of essenrial drug and medical devices,
will be hindered due to fimited financial resources resulting from federal budget cuts. &k should
be specifically noted, the FDA is currently faced with snherantial backiog of applications
requesting approval of drugs and medical devices. &t is apparsmt the agency's abilicy o
mwwmmzmmwmummxmmmmm
for “tobacco regulation *

.‘.
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| V. .
| EXCESSIVE BURDENS ON RETAILERS

The propased regulation clearly Tepresent excessive burdens for those retailers who chose
to marieet tobaceo products. The elimination of any type of self-sexvice display would fores the
majority of retailers to repasition all tobecco products in a completely closed location within their
stores. A large nomber of tnbacco retailers simply lack the available space to remodel their stores
1o comply with the proposed regulaticns. These retailers will have w discoutimue all tobacco
sales. wmmmdz&msla.mmmmwmmmmu
ovemll sales MhmdmhmmsmxwmaMymmgms
ths proposed regulations|would wreasoaably impact a2 significant gumber of existing rewil
establishments, In the case of convenience stores, thess proposec! regniations will endanger their
maﬁhvmmwufohmgbmammmd&momﬂdﬂnm
vohane,

. V.
! SUMMARY

The Associaden of Oregon Food Industries strangly encourages the Food and Drug
Administration w0 withdeaw the proposed regulations regading tobacco mroducts.  As
demrastrated by the number of court cases already filed, the proposed regulations will do lintle
mere than result in lengthy and costly litigation, ficther demicting from the FDA's pamary
responsibilities.

Oregon's rerail commuriry centinues with efforts to assars tobacco products are not made
available to minors. The proposed regulation will result in untold costs for retailers without g
correspording benefit and should be withdrawn

OnbéaﬁoftheAsocanenofOregonFoodIndMes

J%ﬁeﬂ//;
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North Carolina .
Agribusiness Council, Inc.

Paul E, Dow

Exacunve Vics Preudem

November 17, 1995

The Dockets Management Brinch (HFA-305)
Docket Nos. 95N-0253 and 95N=-0253J
Food and Drug Administration

12420 Parklawn Drive

Rockville, MD 20857

Attn: Dr. Kessler

Dear Dr. Kessler:

The NC Agribusiness Council’s Board of Directors with
membership representing approximately 28% of the Gross
State Product in North Carolina and 20% of the labor
force would like to register cur objections to the
proposed FDA regulations concerning tobacco products.

This is another example of government interfering with
a successful and legal U.S. business.

The economic contribution of the U.S. tobacco industry
is dramatic. A 1992 Price Waterhouse study estimated
that the tobacco industry employs directly and
indirectly more than 2.2 million people nationwide.
Federal, state and municipal excise taxes on tobacco
products totaled more than $12.2 billion 1994, and well
over $14 billion when sales taxes on those products are
included. FDA regulation is intended to reduce tobacco
consumption and will lead to fewer sales of tobacco
and, thereby, putting tobacco-related jobs and tax
revenues at risk.

This proposed legislation will have a negative impact
on the economic life of many communities, states and in
fact, our nation.

Thanks for addressing our concerns about the
legislation against the tobacco industry in cur state.

Sincerely yours,

Paul E. Dew
Executive Vice President
PED:bn
bcc: Mr. Gene Ainsworth
Mr. Jim Burns
Mr. Wwinniett Peters
Mr. Jay Poole
Mr. Fred Bond

3701 National Drive, Suite 211, Raleigh, NC 27612-4864
Telephone: 919-782-4063 / Fax: 919-782-4064

28ESTL 1,
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November 3, 1995 ASSOCI.A:FIO

Docket Nos. 95N-0253 and 95N-0253J
Docksts Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration

12420 Parklawn Dr.

Rackville, MD 20857

To whom it may concem:

[ am writing in response to the FDA's proposed regulations restricting sale, distribution
and advertising of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products. The Kansas Lodging
Association adopted a policy in 1993 stating that the association believes regulation of
smoking and tobacco products can best handled by states. Though I understand the issue
before the FDA does not necessarily concern an individual's right to smoke in public, the
Kansas Lodging Association has long been concemned with government attempting to
restrict the use of tobacco products in privately owned businesses.

The Kansas Lodging Association believes individual hotel and motel operators can best
determine the needs and wishes of their diverse and unique clientele. As you mighe
imagine, the locadon within a city, rcom rental rate, size, facilities, policies, and
amenities all draw guests to a particular hotel or motel. Furtaer, many hotels and motels
negotiate contracts for guest rcooms with businesses such as 1eavy contractors, trucking
companies, railroads and local companies to put up their employees while staying in their
local vicinity. Hotel owner/operators must be allowed the right to establish there own
policies regarding stnoking on there property to negotiate the best mutually beneficial
contract with area businesses and meet the needs of their clientele.

The members of the Kansas Lodging Associations Board of Directors have thoroughly
discussed the issue of smoking in public places and the right of business owners to
choose smoking policies on their property. Many have indicated 2 need in their
respective hotels to expand the number of non<smoking guest rooms available to the
public, while athers said “they can't even rent non-smoking guest rooms."

Though many of the members of the Kansas Lodging Association are non smokers, they
understand the need to allow smoking in their business or they will alienate a large
portion of their market and likely lose customers and revenue. Earlier this year [ mailed
a survey to the members of the Kansas Lodging Association asking them to answer two
simple questions: How many guest rooms does your hotel have, and; how many non-
smoking guest rooms are available to your guests? 97 of 150 members returned the
survey. The survey respondents show that 41% of their gusst roors are classified as
non-smoking. The percentage of nan-smoking guest rooms varied from less than 0% to
near 100%. Most chains, such as Choice Hotels, Holiday Inn Worldwide, and Best
Western require their franchises to have a minimum of non-smoking guest rooms

EBESTZT4

Jayhawk Tower ¢ T00 S.W. Jackson St., Suite 702 ¢ Topeka, KS 66603-3758 » Phone (913) 233-9344 » FAX (913) 157-6629 ®
l;
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Food and Drug Administration Page 2

November 2, 1995

available to the public. Many indicated they were planning to increase the number of
non-smoking guest rooms available to their guests as they renovate rooms.

The lodging industry is responding to the needs of non-smokers based on the fres
enterprise system and the pressures of market demand! There are no government laws,
rules, or regulations requiring hotels and motels to offer non-smoking guest rooms, yee,
they are doing just that! In the same way hotels and motels will respond to the neads cf

both smokers and non-smokers in their public areas.

Let Kansas businesses determine the smoking policies which affect their clientels based
on the free market system - that's the American way!

Sincerely,

Kevin Robertson, CA=
Executive Director

Y8ECILIG
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by Mexican American
P Grocers Associarion

October 11, 1995

Commmissioner David A, Kassler

Decket #95N-0253

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-30S)
Food 2nd Drug Administrarion, Room 1471
5600 Flsbers Lane

Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Commissioner Kesslee,
I am writing to you cn behalf of the 16,000 mezibers of the Mexican American Grocers

.. _Association tyoughous the United States. As business people, 38 taxpayers, a3 parsnt

and 23 Americans, we sirongly opposs e use of wWbacco producu by minors. We also
respectfully oppose the Food and Drug Admimigration’s plaa w regulats cigarexes.

Many allied organizations foin us In opposing youth smoking and the FDA's plan,
ineluding the National Association of Conveniance Stepes, the United States Chamber of
Commerce, the National Associadon of Mamufacwirers, the Umnited States African-
American Chamber of Commezcs, the Natioml Association of Hispanic Publishers, s
United Statss Hispanic Chamber of Commerce gad many others. Co

Taday thers are 720,000 Lardino-owned businesses in this counwy, generating $63 billion
(2 sales, paying $21 billioa in taxes and employing two million werkers and there are
over 300,000 grocery stores in the United Statss that will add over 600,000 jobs by the
year 2000. Your agescy’s plan o regulate cigareues will have a severe economic impact
on thousaads of these businesses and will tharefore hurt the owners, employees and
customers wha rely on them. The resulting economis shock wave will be felt in tura by
local, state and fsderal governments a5 tax revenues fall in respease to falling revenucs
and iocomes.

Many of the 720,000 Latino-owned businesses in the United Staces are small, but evea
the smallest is impoctant to ths people who own it and work for it, and to ths psopis who
are secved by it Smaller retalless will be particularly hard-hit by your plan to. limit ia-
store cigarsae advertsing and sigrage to “tombstone-style, * without color or artwork.
As you know, cigarette mamufscturers sow pey retailers to display advectiting and
signage. In the wake of your plan, those substantial payments would disappear. For
some small cenailery operiting on narrow maryins, the loss of these payments will mean
financial collapse. Many of the employsss of these establishmenms bave few resources

CBESTIZ1g



" Commissioner David A. Kessler’
Food asd Drug Adminiaration
Octaber 11, 1995
Page 2

©o fill back on when they lose their jobs; some Wwill cermainly wrn to govemment agencies for assistance,
incressing the straiz on local, 3tte and federal budgets. The recallers’ customars, meanwhile, will bave fewer
¢holces a5 shoppers. :

Your plan t prohibic seif-sesvice displays would creazs more Rardship for many of our members, We
recognize that you would like w belp retzilers prevent minors from stealing cigarettes, but we would like you
. to recognize that our mambers already have A great aod lmmediste incentive <o prevent shoplifting; it costs us
money. [ would like to add, with the utmost respact, that our members believe they are in tis best position
to mamge their store displays; yous agency's ability to manage teir displays from Washington is secessarily
limited. As taxpayers, W have serious concems about how your plan will be implerneated and how muah it
will cost the government. There are tens of thousands of tobicso retsilers ia the United States. We woader
kow the Food and Drug Administration will polics all of these establishments. We understard that your agercy
now has 3 backiog of more than 1,100 pending medical device applications, for example, aod that you are
inspecting demestic products and mamufacouring plants every six ysars, rather than every wo as required by
stata. i

A vgst inerease in your budgst seems uclikely at « tims when you are failing to meet your current
responsibilities and nearly every otber fedaral agency is being foreed 1o tighten its belt. As paseats, we agree
that more must be doae 10 reduce the pumbers of minors who ke up ymoking. And, as parents, we know
that we muse accapt much of the responsibility for helping our children make good shoices. If we believed
your plag weuld significantly curail smoking among our youngsters and those of our agighbors, we might be
Inclined to support it. lnsreased economic hardship aad even the flnancial ruin of some of our members migh:
be a2 reasonable price o pay if we could put a stop to undesage smoking. Unforunataly, we do not believe
your plan will move us closar 1o that worthy goal. Prom my own knowledge of tesnagers, I ean say that they
are highly skeptical of the images and claims presertad in sdvertising. From our resding of recent saudies, we
gather thae the influence of friends and relatives is by far the most impormnt factor in young peaple’s decigsion
© smoke ~ or not tc smoks. The members of MAGA do noe belleve that advertising causes anyone o begin

smoking.

Even some of the fiercest opponents of tobacco have not slaimed thar advertising canses smaking. Former
sucgeon General C. Everet Koop, for exampls, hay sald, “There is no scieptifically rigorous study available
to the public that provides a definitive aswer to the basic question of whether advertising and promotion
increase the level of tobacco consuraption.” We can all agree on one poinr: minors can't smoke cigarsies
. if they can't get cigarenes. The vilue of "protecting” micors fromm in-stwre tobaceo advertising is dublous at
best. The risk of denying Americans the right to use and visw quthful words and images, on the other hand,
is great indeed. Soms of our msmbers began their lives in counrries where the uss of “free speech® is
scmetirmes punished by. imprisonment or even death. Many of our members and their customers or thsir
forsbears came to the United States and chose to itay here besause of this natlon’s unparaileled freedoms. Ficst
among them is the freedom of speech, aad we cherish it

Mexican/Latino Grocery Purchasing Power Over $270 + Billion Annually Nationwide
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“Commissioner David A, Kessler
Food mrid Drug Administration
QOctober 11, 1994
Page 3

We are alarmed by the restrictions you plan to place on that fresdom, Could less resmictive steps be mkea ©
achieve the worthy goal of reducing undorage smoking? The answar in clearly yes. The members of MAGA
suppare the eaforeament of the laws forhidding cigarette sales to minors. Thsse laws are in place ig every sate
in ths nacion. We submit thet more laws, in themselves, will do liwle or nothing o reduce underage smoking.
If we as 2 pation are satious sbout the laws already on the bocks, then the time has coms i enforce them.
We. ths members of MAGA, respectfully cequest that you withdnw your unprecedented, expeasive, dubious
plan to reduce underage smoking. We stop ferward as business people, taxpayess, pareats, and Americass,
- 10 join with you in pursuing more resscruble paths o a geal we all stiage.

Y,

&GR'

Steven A. Som
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7850 EAST EVANS DR., SUITE 111
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85260
PHONE: 602-948-7229 e  FAX: B602-991-7853

Qctober 10, 1995

Docket Nos. 95N-0253 and 95N-0253J
Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration

12420 Parkiawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

To whiom it may concemn:

Our small, family owned, business has been in aperation in Arizona for over 9 years. | am writing to
comment on the FDA's proposed regulations restricting sale, distribution, promation and advertising
of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products. 60 Fed. Reg. 41,314 (1985). The proposed
regulations would declare our total business a federal crime and shut it down. Being one of the voters
who sent a loud, clear, message this past election, | think this latest infringement on my
Constitutional Rights to be diabalical. Again, | am sending another loud, clear and precise message
to the bureaucrats who just don't get it. | OBJEC!

Before | itemize my most stranucus objections, ! would like to tell you about our compary and the
lives you plan on destroying.

My husband and I, created Vending Concessions USA, Inc., in November, 1988. We were in our late
40's and were pursuing the American dream of being in business for ourselves. We invested our
savings in 20 cigarette vending machines. These machines were located in acult locations, such as.
cocktail lounges and hotel lobbies. We worked many long, hard hours and sacrificed much to help
our business grow. My husband and | did not receive a waga the first year we were in business.
Eventually, however, we were able to employ 3 employees. This small business has continued to ay
the wages of these 3 employees and ourselves for over sever years.

Three years ago, my husband saw a hole in the marketplace regarding cigaretie sales. He realized,
that many adults, chose nct to buy a pack of 20 cigarettes. However, when in some adult iocations,
such as a cocktail lounges, casings, etc., there were many aduits that would like to purchase a single
cigarette. Loose, single cigarettes were being sold illegally from cups sitting on counters of many
convenience stores and other such type locations. He invented the Uni-Cig® Vending Machine. We
patented this machine and proceeded to develop a lagal, single cigarette. it took us three years and
over $900,000 to do this. Each cigarette is packaged in a federally approved, individual tube and
bears the propartionate Surgeon General's Wamings. We have agplied for and been granted the
proper rotation schedules. We have cleared and been approved by every bureaucratic agengy in the
United States to produce a legal, single cigarette. We have been approved by approximately 25
States to sell our product. Qur patent, good for 17 years, just issued.

Yow ironic, that we would go to such lengths to be legal and follow all the existing laws and
-eguiations, to have the government just wipe us out, without a care for our Constitutional Rights, our
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lives or the fives of our eamployees. When President Clinton, went beyond his authority as President
of the United States, swom to uphoid the Constitution of the United States, to ban cigarette vending
machines and the sale of single cigarettes, the bottom dropped out of our sales, immediately.

This vending machine was intended for primarily adult locations. It is easily adapted to use with
Wamwm

The Uni-Cig™ Cigarette, with the proper wamings and tamper evidence is the solution to a
problem, nct the problem. The FDA and President Clinton should get out in the real world. Across
the country, in small convenience stores and in bars, thers is a cup under the counter with an open
package of cigarettes. The persons that sell these, already, illegal cigarettes for 10, 15 or 20¢ each.
were nat provided with any legal alternative. The persons purchasing these cigarettas ars aduits who
occasionally wish to smoke one cigarette. Why should this aduit be forced to buy 20 cigarettes?
Uni-Cig™ provides a legal, taxable, accountatie altematwe

The legally packaged and taxed UNI-CIG™ Single Cigarette, becomes a legitmate inventory item.
We report our sales. to the respective states. There is an accountability and a tax revenue generated
by this legal product. Because these cigaretles are handled in a legal way, .\@y are sold in a legal
manner. ID can be checked for one cigarette as easily as for a package of 20. To ban legally
packaged, single cigarettes and legislate only the sale of a pacikage of 20, or mare, is ludicrous. Not
only will the government be encouraging the illegal sale of loose cigarettes from under the ccunter,
you won't be able to regulate it or tax it, much less control "youth access.” How many cf our tax
dollars is the FDA willing to spend to stop the illegal sale of loose, single, cigarettes from under the
counter? What imbecile would ban a legal altermnative, that offers a solution to an existing lllegal
activity, that is already uncontrollable? Al in the name of regulation, prohibition and CONTROL.
lllegal sales of single, unpackaged cigarettas is impossible to control or stop. But, the FDA in all its
wisdom, wants o ban a legal item! Any person who is inclined to sell a single cigarette to a minor,
whether it is legat or nct, will sell a package of 20, alsc.

The real dichotomy to this single cigarette issue is the FDA is demanding that the public must
purchase more, not less, of the very product they are trying to “PROHIBIT." Duplicity, stupidity and
despoetism, are a few of the words | would use to describe such an action.

Using the same criteria, as that used by anti-smoking advocates, why not pass a !aw that would ban
the sale of one beer of one shot of bourbon in a cocktail lounge, one glass of wine in a restaurant or
a pint of whiskey in a liquor store? Would using the excuse, “passible illegal access by youth,” be
an acceptable reason for such a ridiculous edict? Perhaps, some irrational congressperson should
propose such a law, and have the FDA reguiate it.

This proposed ban on vending machines is based on the FDA’s claim that minors sometimes buy
cigarettas from vending machines. According to the FDA itseif, however, vending machines account
for only a small and deciining fraction of tobacco sales. 60 Fed. Reg. at 41,325. In 1993 the
Nepartment of Health and Human Services reported that vending machines account for only a
saction of iflegal sales of totacco products to minors. See 58 Fed. Reg. at 45,161, according to the

Yending Cancasuces USA, Ine., 7850 Eovt Svami, Sore 171, Scefirdole, Az 85260 Phono 602.948-5202 » Fox 402-991.7853
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FDA's own figures, only two percent of 17-year-oids surveyed report that they often buy cigarettes
from vending machines. Nearly 80 percent of young peopie between 13 and 17 who smoke report
that they do not often or even occasionally buy cigarettes from vending machines. 60.Fed. Reg. at
41,324. The reason is obvious. According to statistics quoted by the FDA, MOST cigarette vending
machines, nearly 8 out of 10, are located in places that are off limits to minors or that minors do not
frequent, such as bars and cocktail lounges, industrial plants, offices, hotels and motels. 60 Fed Reg
at 41,325. In other locations such as restaurants, serv..e stations and retail stores, the owner or
manager of the establishmeant can monitor and supervise vending sales. '

When the anti-smoking movement to ban cigarette vending machines began, we were appalled. |
could not believe that responsible aduits were taking children into bars and adult locations, giving
them money and teaching them o purchase cigarettes, illegally, just to prove their point. This is a
matter of record in many City council minutes. What kind of government condenes such an atrocity
and explotation of our young people? Not only did they allow it, they appiauced it and they
encouraged t. This practice, known as "compliance testing,” has been encouraged by the federal
govemment to be used by state and local health agencies, as well a3, anti-smoking groups
throughout the United States. The proverbial carru: was federal funds. If, | were to taks a 9-year-old
child to & crack nouse and give that child money to purchase hervine, pot or crack-cocaine, would
thal be acceptable? One mother m Tempe, Arizona testified before the Tempe City Councii that she
had a regular route whereby she drove her 9-year-old to neighborhood bars and gave him money
and had him buy cigarettes. This mother was part of an anti-smoking organization and used her
children frequently to perform these “sting” aperations. She used this child to testify before the
Council. What the Council didn't see, and | observed, was the father leaving the Council meeting with
this 9-year-old son and his 4 or S year old daughter. The little girt was running behind, begging to buy
the next cigarsttes so she could stand up and talk. How can any sensible person accept this
behavior, by adults, as reality, or even sane for that matter? it has been my obsarvance that the
*anti-smoking zealots® created the problem to generate the restrictive laws. | feel this type of fanatical
behavior has done more to increase smoking in our youth, than any tobacco company or
advertisement could have. Use some common sense! Think of these children “sharing” their
cigarette buying experience with other childran. What message are these adults ard parents sercing
to our young people? This type of induced statistic is wrong and NOT FACTUAL.

These and similar actions, geared to create restrictive and prohibitive laws to ban cigarette vending
machines and the single cigarette is unforgivable. ) realize, that to ‘he federal agencies who
squander my tax doflar by the billions, our livelihoods and investment of $900,000 is not impressive
or important. To us, it is every dima we had. For the first time in our lives, we are facing bankruptcy.

I. OBJECTION1

A. The FOA has no authority to regulate tobacco products.
1. Tobacco is not a food nor a drug.
a. Tobacco manufacturers make no therapeutic claims.

Vending Conarvinm USA, lnc , 7850 fout Fvom, Suis 111, Scofidale. Az §5260 o Phore 602-948-5202 - Fax: 4002-971-7883
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1) Adequate wamings and reguiations regarding those wamings are already in
place.

b. The ATF (among many cther federal and state agencies) are already established to
regulate lobacco.

¢. If the FDA is so inclined to regulate tobacco, why not alcohoi?

fl. QBJECTION 2
A. The FDA is failing misarably with the task that it is already responsible for.

1. Megal substance abuse is rising at an alarming rate, especially, by the youth in this
country,

a. Iflegal drugs are not advertised, sold in vending rmachines or convenience stores.
However, youth access has increased under the regulation and control of the FDA.

b. In the real world, no sensible person, would consider adding a new responsibility of
this proportion to a total failure. Only a “politically correct’ bureaucrat weuid do that.

2. The FDA has failed miserably in approving potentially !fe-saving drugs and madical
devices that have been available overseas for years.

a Fomer U.S. Senator Maicom Wallop of Wyoming blames more than 150,000 heart
attack patient deaths on the FDA and their failure in approving a life-saving drug
already approved in Eurcpe. -

3. To place tcbacco products in the FDA's hands is insanity. The FDA and its propcsed bans
and prohbitions will create nothing more than a larger, more jneffective, more costly FDA.
The American people are telling you, President Clinton, we are tired of excessive
regulation, control and intrusion by the federal government. The lack cf respect by the
people for the federal government, its laws and excessive regulations is growing as rapidiy
as the problems and the national debt in this country.

lll. Objection 3

A. The FDA has no authority to regulate advertising. it viclates the First Amendment of
our Constitution. The FDA advertising provisions are illegal.

1. The First Amendment to MY Constitution says clearly, *Congress shall make no law
jng the eec the press....*

2. Alcohol and other controversial products do not have such prohibitive advertising laws.

3. Alcohol is placed on open shelves in full view of our youth in grocery stores, drug stores,
convenience stores and anywhere liquor is sold.

4. The FDA has placed no regulations banning drug memorabilia sales or whers these items
are to be placed within those drug-stores.

Vending Concessions USA, Inc., 7850 Enst Bvam, Suilv 111, Scmmdol, Ag 85260 =  Phono 802-948-5282 * fox: £02491-7853
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5. The FDA does not require WARNINGS on drug paraphemalia such as, pipes, bongs and
little empty glass vials.

a. The FDA does not require these items to be labeled *Bong—A possible cannabis
delivery device."

8. The Constitution did not intend, nor imply, nor give the right to the Federal Government, or
one of its Gestapo Type Agencies, to come into a citizens business establishment and
dictate how and whera that citizen would sell or place a legal item for sale within that
establishment. : '

7. Sale and distribution of non-tobacco items (897.34). Clearly, is an lliegal intrusion by the
FDA into the free marketplace that once belonged to the American businessman.

[V.Objection 4

A. The financial impact to thousands of small companies, many family owned, that run
small vending operations will have a negative financial impact

1. The FDA did not give any reasonabl2 thought to sensible, —oderate vending machine
restrictions? The total focus is a ban of vending machines. Mow easy it is for a regulatory
agency of the federal govemment to wipe out cur business and our livelihcods using the
mediocre excuse, a total ban would entail less of a ‘regulatory burden.” How dare the FDA
use such an elitist atttude toward my business! | thought "regulation” was the name of the
game. Mayba the sovereigns of the FDA should check out their duty. They are responsibie
to the citizens not vice versa.

a. Vending machines are the most easily monitored. Most are already in adutt
locations.

b. The use of locking systems and tokens are simple sofutions to areas frequented by
minaors.

c. 1 would suggest, a prohibition on adults and “anti-smaoking advocates® from training
youngsters on how to get cigarettes illegally.

1) Vending machines have been around for years, but, after “compliance” testing
and *sting” operations have become a standard to gather statistics smoking has
increased in our youth. it dcesn't take a baseball to hit you in the face to
determine that perhaps training children in haw to get cigarettes, illegally, and

taking them on cigarette buying trips, as though it were a school field trip, might
be the source of the problem.

2. Perhaps, just as a novelty, tha FDA could consider the perpetrators of the lllega! purchases
of cigarettes by minors. | know it is not “politically correct,” but what if children, who are in
possession of illegal cigarettes, are held responsible? Does a police officer just ignore a
group of children standing on a street comer smoking a Joint? Yet, | have never heard of
a minor being cited for the illegal possession of cigarettes.

Vending Coneessioms USA, Inc., 7850 Bost Evam, Sue 111, Scomvinle, Az 85240 =  Phone &02-748-5282 « fax: 6029917853
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B. The economic contribution of the U.S. tobacco industry employs 2.2 million people
nationwide. When the FDA accomplishes its real goal, “PROHIBITION,"” will the FDA
and President Clinton assure them there will ba replacemeant jobs?

C. Federal, state, and municipal excise taxes on tobacco products totaled more than $12.2
bilfion I 1994 and over $14 billion when sales taxes on those products are included.
When the FDA accomplishes its real goal, “PROHIBITION,” will the FDA and President
Clinton explain to the citizens where the replacement taxes will come from?

D. This costly action to increase the needless intrusion of the FDA into our lives, comes
from a President who is totally inept in slowing the overwhelming growth of a National
Debt. A President, who not too long ago, was going to finance a national health pian
with the taxes it derived from tobacco products.

E. The road to Prohibition and Regulation by the FDA is paved with pelitical rhetoric. The
price of the upkeep on that road goes to the taxpayer. What this country doesn’t need,
is a new criminal element to contend with.

V. Obj ns

A. This is nothing more than a grandiose play by D¢. Kessler to magnify the agency of the
FDA. This action will perpetuate greater and more government intrusion into our lives.

B. This is a giant step toward the “PROHIBITION ON SMOKING.”

C. When the FDA regulates an illegal drug, it's own record shows that the usa of that
illegal drug becomes more widespread. Under the guidance of the FDA, youth access
to illegal cigarettes might possibly surpass those of illegal drugs.

V1.Objection 6

A. PROHIBITION DOES NOT WORKI

1. What are Dr. Kessier ana President Clinton going to do to the millions of aduits who now
smoke?

2. Aren't our courts and prisons crowded enough?

3. Wil the persons controfing the_illegal sales of cigarettes to adults and our youth. control
the $14 billion a year now going to the government in the form of taxes?

4. | would suggest President Clinton and Dr. Kessler read the Lindquist Avey Macdonaid
Baskerville, Forensic Financial Investigation Report on Cigarette Smuggling in the United
States, dated August 15, 1994. A copy is enclosed.

a. This report is the factual result of excessive tobacco taxes. What will excessive
regulation and eventual prohibition bring about?

b. This repart paints out that “youth access” became a reality on the school grounds
with the emergence of the “cigarette dealer. *

Vending Conamsioms USA, Ine.. 7RS0 Bost Soms, Sue 111, Scofsdole. Az 85260 «  Phone 402948-5282 + Far: 602-991-7853
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1) The majority of business peopie and vending operaters are hard working honest
people who are willing to implement reasonable controls and safeguards to
prevent youth access to cigarettes. The “cigarette dealer” will foeus cn selling

cigarsttes to our youth.

B. THESE REGULATIONS ARE UNCONSTITUTIONAL

C. YOUTH ACCESS HAS LITTLE OR NOTHING TO DO WITH THIS ACTION. IT IS A TOOL
CONNIVED BY THOSE WHO HAVE EVERYTHING TO GAIN AND NOTHING TO LOOSE,
AT THE EXPENSE OF THE CITIZENS OF THIS COUNTRY.

We are hard working, law abiding, tax paying business peopls. Mcst of us are willing to work, within
reasonable guidelines, toward prevention of youth access to cigarettes. Excessive and unreasonable
restrictions, bans and prohibitions are not the answers.

To replace the lggitimate business person with a crimiral element is typical of the govenment's view
of CONTROL. The Constitution of the this country ‘was written in a way that was supposed lo prevent
Control of the citizens of this country by our federal government. President Clinton, it is time vou got
back to basics and the Constitution.

President Clinton, you may not like the behavior of many of the people of this country. You may not
consider somae of thesa choices as healthy. There are many of us, the peooie, wha do ot consider
your choices appropriate or healthy, either. Your role as President, however, was to uphold the
Constitution. My role, as a citizen of this country is to vote. In fact. | still have that choice, whether
you put me out of business or not.

Sincerely,

S /z%;&)

Bonnie J. Laidiaw
One of the Psople

YHESTLIS
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Minnesota Wholesale Marketers Association, Inc.

7

¢/o Thomas A. Briant, PA.
100 Cornelia Building
4005 West 65th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55435

(612) 925-3001
<< Fax: (612) 9254203
November 16, 1995

Docket Nos. 95N-0253 and 95N-0253J
Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration

12420 Parkiawn Dr.

Rockville, MD 20857

To Food and Drug Administration:

The Minnesota Wholesale Marketers Association is an association of 21
wholesalers of tobacco products in Minnesota. Our members range in size from small
family owned companies to large corporations.

We are writing to comment on your agency’s proposal to issue federal
regulations restricting the sale, distribution, promotion and advertising of cigarettes and
smokeless tobacco as described in 60 Fed. Reg. 41,314 (1995). The FDA asserts that
the purpose of its proposed regulations is to reduce smioking by minors. However, the
regulations are in reality an atternpt to so severely restrict the operations of the entire
tobacco industry so as to ban the product. As an indication of FDA's true goal, our
membership strongly supports limiting tobacco use to adults, but instead of working with
the industry the FDA has chosen to artack its freedom and livelihood.

Minnesota already prohibits the sale or furnishing of tobacco products to
persons under the age of 18 years, and prohibits persons under 18 years of age from
possessing or using tobacco. Our members have always supported these laws, and are
committed to working with reuilers that are equally committed to complying with the
law. For example. our wholesale members and retailers work with local city councils to
place reasonable restrictions on the sale of tobacco products in order to prevent the sale
of tobacco to minors. These efforts include requiring training of all store clerks on how
to require proper identification before selling tobacco to a person who may appear to be
underage. We also support local ordinances that require tobacco products to be stocked
or displayed within plain view of a responsible employee in order to discourage theft. A
number of retailers have also installed surveillance cameras as a further guard against
shoplifting.

Instead of looking to the proper State authorities to enforce the age
requirement, the proposed FDA regulations would make private distributors like our
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members responsible for any violation by a retailer or a manufacturer. Under the
regulations, a wholesaler of tobacco products in Minnesota would be considered a
"distributor” of tobacco products that would be responsible for ensuring that the ciga-
rettes and smokeless tobacco products that it distributes comply with "all applicable
requirements” in the proposed regulations (§ 897.10). That proposal is so sweeping that
it makes us "responsibie for ensuring” that every single retailer and manufacturer
complies with the entirety of FDA's sweeping and complex requirements.

That threatens wholesalers like us with conviction for a federal crime if
any of the cigarette packs in my store contain fewer than 20 cigarettes or violate any of
the proposed labeling and advertising regulations. Our members therefore could be
punished for something that someone else did, something over which they have no
control, or even knowledge. We do not believe that Congress has given the FDA such
regulatory authocity. The FDA gives no justification for treating wholesalers in this
manner.

If the FDA thinks that our members’ employees could or should inspect
every tobacco product received from mamfacturers or supplied to retailers, the FDA has
no understanding of the economic realit =s of our members’ business. Our members
stock many different kinds, brands and makes of tobacco products, and have a limited
number of employees with which to run their operations. Their employees receive,
handle, shelve, sell, and ship every single product in wholesale volume. Our members
cannot afford to pay employees to inspect the labels on cigarette packages or cans of
snuff. Manufacmrers already conduct these inspections and to duplicate their efforts
makes no logical sense.

The FDA's proposed ban on vending machines would abolish an entire
area of distribution for our members and substantially affect our business. The require-
ments in Minnesota that cigarette vending machines be placed in areas where persons
under the age of 18 years are not generally permitted access and in plain view of a
responsible employee ensure that cigarene vending machines cannot become a distri-
bution method for underage users of tobacco in Minnesota. Rather than rush o a
complete federal ban on cigarette vending machines without any adequate justification,
the FDA should look to states for wider adoption of the types of safeguards adopted in
Minnesota.

The proposed rules also prohibit distribution of free samples of cigarettes
or smokeless tobacco products. Minnesota limits promotional distribution of tobacco
products to single serving samples distributed in tobacco stores. Given the State’s
restrictions on the sale to, use by, and furnishing to minors of tobacco products, and the
general commitment that our members have observed in the Minnesota tobacco industry
not to permit underage tobacco use, it is unrealistic for anyone to suppose that promo-
tional distribution of tobacco might be used to create a market based on sales to minors.
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members responsible for any violation by a retailer or a2 manufacturer. Under the
regulations, a wholesaler of tobacco products in Minnescta would be considered a
"distributor” of tobacco products that would be responsible for ensuring that the ciga-
rettes and smokeless tobacco products that it distributes comply with "all applicable
requirements” in the proposed regulations (§ 897.10). That proposal is so sweeping that
it makes us "responsibie for ensuring” that every single retailer and manufacturer
complies with the entirety of FDA's sweeping and complex requirements.

That threatens wholesalers like us with conviction for a federal crime if
any of the cigarette packs in my store contain fewer than 20 cigarettes or violate any of
the proposed labeling and advertising regulations. Our members therefore could be
punished for something that someone eise did, something over which they have no
control, or even knowledge. We do not believe that Congress has given the FDA such
regulatory authority. The FDA gives no justification for treating wholesalers in this
manger.

If the FDA thinks that our mémbers' employees could or should inspect
every tobacco product received from manufacturers or supplied to retailers, the FDA has

- no understanding of the economic realit ss of our members’ business. Our members

stock many different kinds, brands and makes of tobacco products, and have a limited
number of employees with which to run their operations. Their employees receive,
handle, shelve, sell, and ship every single product in wholesale volume. Our members
cannot afford to pay employees to inspect the labels on cigarerte packages or cans of
smuff. Manufacturers already conduct these inspections and to duplicate their efforts
makes no logical sense.

The FDA'’s proposed ban on vending machines would abolish an entire
area of distribution for our members and substantially affect our business. The require-
ments in Minnesota that cigarette vending machines be placed in areas where persons
under the age of 18 years are not generally permitted access and in plain view of a
respoansible employee ensure that cigarette vending machines cannot become a distri-
bution method for underage users of tobacco in Minnesora. Rather than rush to a
complete federal ban on cigarette vending machines without any adequate justification,
the FDA should look to states for wider adoption of the types of safeguards adopted in
Minnesota.

The proposed rules also prohibit distribution of free samples of cigarettes
or smokeless tobacco products. Minnesota limits promotional distribution of tobacco
products to single serving samples distributed in tobacco stores. Given the State’s
restrictions on the sale to, use by, and furnishing to minors of tobacco products, and the
general commitment that our members have observed in the Minnesota tobacco industry
not to permit underage tobacco use, it is unrealistic for anyone to suppose that promo-
tional distribution of tobacco might be used to create a market based on sales to minors.
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Nonetheless, Minnesota’s strong restrictions on promotional distribution of
tobacco undermine any alleged need for the FDA t0 ban free samples completely o
prevent underage tobacco use. Unlike other retail establishmeats, tobacco stores are
precisely the type of location where no minor has any business even coming through the
door as a customer. Since FDA has cited no evidence that tobacco stores in Minnesota
are illegally distributing any free samples to minors, FDA's concern with underage
tobacco use provides no justification for banning all free samples in Minnesota.

One of the most dramatic impacts on the Minnesota wholesale industry
will be the loss of sales of tobacco products which translate into lost jobs. Collectively,
our members would lose more than $75,000,000.00 in tobacco sales if all of the FDA's
regulations were adopted. This tremendous loss of sales results in literally hundreds of
route drivers, sales representatives, warehouse personne!l and clerical staff jobs. We find
it inconceivable that a single federal agency could adopt regulations that impact one
industry so severely. The economic toll from the regulations is simply incalculable and,
for this reason, must be avoided. :

For all of these reasons, the members of the Minaesota Wholesale. Marketers
Asscciation urge the FDA to cease its consideration of the proposed retilations.

Sincerely,

Harold Wagenbach
President, Minnesota Wholesale Marketers
Association

cc:  U.S. Senator Rod Grams
U.S. Senator Paul Wellstone
U.S. Representative
U.S. Representative Gil Gutknecht
U.S. Representative David Minge
U.S. Representative Jim Ramstad
U.S. Representative Bruce Vento
U.S. Representative Martin Sabo
U.S. Representative William Luther
U.S. Representative Collin Peterson
U.S. Representative James Oberstar
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STANLEY M. SELIGSON

o .
g‘z";m‘" Offcr No: .mber 8, 1995
Docket No. 95N-Q25
The Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23
12420 Parklawn Drive
Reckville, MD 20857

To whom it may concern:

I'am the President of the S & S Companics, a wholesaler and verdor of tobacco
oroducts in Connecticur that employs forty emplovess and dees business with
retailers and restaurants in all parts of the State. [ am wridng to comment on
the FDA’s proposal to issue reguladons resmicting the sale, distriouton,
promodon and advertising of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco, 60 Fed.Reg.
41314 (1995). Although the FDA claims that it is proposing its regulations to
reduce smoking by minors, its proposal really is an attack on the entire tobacco
industry aimed ultimately at prohibiting tobacco use and denying adults the fres
choice to use tobacco for their personal enjoyment. The restricions contained
in FDA’s proposal extend so far beyond what may be needed or effective to
reduce underage smoking that they thrsaten my business.

Connecticut already prohibits the sale or distribution of tobacco products to
persans under the age of 18 years. In addizion, Connecticut has enacted several
other pieces of legislation to confront the problem of youth access to tobacco
products. [ always have supported these laws, and am committed to dealing only
with retailers who are equally serious about complying with the law. All
machines are placed in view of an emplovee and are in adult accessed locations.
All retail locations are warned personally by sales personnel.

Instead of looking to the proper State authorities to enforce the minimum age
requirements so that no bad apple could discredit our indusay, the progcsed
FDA regulations would require private distributors like me to act as public
inspectors. Under the reguladons, my company would be considered a
“distributor” of tobacco products (§ 897.3(c)) and thus would be responsitie for
ensuring that the cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products we distribute comply
with "all applicable requirements” in the proposed regulations (§ 897.10). My
employees and [ are threatened with conviction for a federal offense if any of the
cigarette packs we distrioute contain fewer than 20 cigarettes (§ $97.16(b)) or
violate any of the proposed labeling and advertsing regulations (e.g., § 97.24).

THE S & S COMPANIES, (45 MAIN STREET, NORWALK, CT 06851 (203) 8+46-32CC
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Page Two

My employees and I thus could be punished for something that someone else
did, something over which we have 0o control. That is outrageous, and I cannot
believe it is allowed under our constitution, much less authorized by Congress.
The FDA gives no justificadon for this extraordinary treatment of wholesalers.
This is as clear a case of bureaucratic arrogance as [ have ever seen. It is like
threatening to throw a food wholesaler in jail because it distributed a can of soup
with an inaccurate list of ingredients on the label!

If the FDA thinks that my employees and I could or should inspect every
tobacco product that we supply to retadlers or that we receive from
manufacturers, the FDA doesn’t know the first thing about running a wholesale
business. We stock many different kinds, brands, brand-styles, and makes of
tobacco products, and have a limited number of employees with which to run the
operaton. My employees recsive, handle, shelve, sell, and ship evi.y single
product in wholesale volume. We cannot afford to pay people to sit around
inspecting the labels on every cigarette package. That job is 2 public function
and, if it nesds to be done at all, it should be funded out of the substantial taxes
that I already pay.

The FDA's proposed ban on vending machines (§ 397.16(c)) would abolisk an
entire sector of my business. During 1993-1995, wholesale distrioution of
cigarettes for ultimate use in vending machines resulted in S5 million in revenue
for my company out of $60 million in total revenue for all forms of distnbution.
By banning the sale of tobacco products to minors, Connecticut already has made
it an offense to sell tobacco to a minor through a vending machine. All
machines are identified and in line of sight. [ believe Connecticut law already is
sufficient to ensure that minors do not purchase tobacco products from vending
machines. However, if more reguladon is needed, we should look to the state
government o mandate appropriate use of lecking devices ratner than rusi to
a federal ban on cigarette vending machines.

In Connecticut, it already is illegal for me to distribute tobacco product samples
to minors. I believe this law is sufficient to ensure that minors do not
inadvertently receive fres samples. Again, if more regulation is thought to be
necessary, Connecticut can enact such regulation.

The real reason for free samples is obvious. There is nothing like actually oying
a free sample of a different brand for a customer to make an adult decision to
switch brands. Although sometimes I have seen customers switch brands as a
result of free samples, I certainly have not seen overall increases in tobacco
consumption as a result of free sample distribudon. On the other side of the
ledge, [ see nothing in the FDA’s proposal showing that free samples have
actually worked as the FDA says to cause persons under 18 years of age to use
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Page Three

tobacco. Since there is no basis for its proposal, FDA should aot ban
promodonal distribution of tobacco products.

The FDA shouldn’t interpret what I have said as agreeing that FDA has
authority to regulate tobacco products at all. It should be obvious that tobacco
is not a food or a drug. FDA is outside its authority when it proposes these

regulations.

For the reasons I have stated, the FDA's proposed reguladons are torally
unacceptable. The regulations will require wholesalers to do an atsurdly costly
inspection of each tobacco product that we receive or deliver, and hold
wholesalers legally responsible for products that violate the reguladons. The
regulations will destroy our revenue from vending machines and sampling
acuvides. Yer they wiii nuve po effect on the prosiem of jucin aleui 10
tobacco. In fact, the FDA does not even have jurisdiction to regulate tobacco!
The FDA should withdraw ths proposed reguladons.

Sincerely,

SMS:mc

cC President William Clinton
Senator Joseph Licberman
Senator Christopher Dodd
Representative Christopher Shays
Congresswoman Nancy Johnson
Congressman Gary Franks
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B plaid pantries, inc.

neighborhaod convenience stores
October 13, 1998

Dackst #55N-02S3 and, 9EN-0253]

Dackst Management Branch (HFAA30S)
Food & Drug Administraticn, Roem 1-2¢-
12420 Pasklgwn Drive

Rockvills, Maryland 20887

Re: Repulations Reswicting thg Sale and Distribmtion of Clgwettas ang
Serakeless Tobaceo Products tp Pratect Children and Adalesemty -

Ladiu/_Gmdunm

As Prestdant and Chief Zxgcutive Officer of Plaid Pantries, Inc, I would
like to submit tha following comments on the Food & Drug Administretion’s
propesad regulatons which suppesedly peratn t0 tha sale and distibution of

At the cutset, [ bellava th¢ Feod & Drug Administration shoutd
withdraw  these zfrementioned regulations. Ths propoted regulations
“suppesedly” pertain o the itsus of the sale and tobaco products to minars;
howerez, aftar completing a rather extensive review of the proposed regulations, it
is appariat the underlying objective is not orimted solaly to the quastion of
minors, but represents o concarted effort on the part of the FDA o cwndl the sule
and disgribution of twobaceo products to the entife populsticn. In this regard, the
propesed regulations ase woefully misguided and unqumitionsbly mdsdirectad.

Plaid Pantries, Ine, with headquarters (n Beavertan, Oregon, owns and
openates 103 convenience storss located wathin the Pacific Northwest. Cur company
is an adamant supparter ef axdsting laws and regulaticrs which prohibit the suls
and disgbution of lobacco products to minors. Our company has not
underestumated In any mannes the impocrtance of the lssua of aceess to tobaced

products by minars. Plaid Pantrias, Inc. takes its responaibility with respect to this
iS5us very sarously.

Prior to addressing 2 mumber of specific provisions, [ would Uke w0
provida jame general obsarvations in regard vo tha proposed flonx. Flrst, !

omay C 18 Alan Oheod « Oswaswn AQ OMAR . /ISANGIRL048 . m“mm
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resourcss on approval of nsw drugs which may remlt 2 hmithier
po youz agsncy would liks to dadicats 2 portion of their Emited resouwrcrs
S unoscasSAry and X ions over tobeaom products. [n lght of the

with zopuct 8 the debats over the uwe of tobacco produsts by any persony,
irraspective of age Howavar, in so daing, the agency’s primary goals and objectivas
will undoubtedly be hindered. .

Coupled with this “polidcally-cmrest” postury, 1 dellave it {s very
imporant to recognize that Congress has consstensly rojectsd granting the FDA
express jurisdiction over tobacmn products. Rather, Congres has retainad this
express herisdictian. In this regaxd, [ balisve the FUA'S proposed regulations clearly
excesd i's own stxtutory authority and. subsequently, should be immediately
withdrawn,

The following commenty are cffered in regard to & number of specific
provisions of tha proposed regulatons:

L anmmmmﬂuﬂ :

‘Ia necardance with subsection (¢) of this section (§ 897.16), the sale of

and- smaokeless tobaceo producys by means of selfsqvics displays or
through vending machinas would be prohidbitsd One of (ke mest prevaient factors
faced by ccavenience storss is the constans {s4us of limited space. The use of self-
servica disnlays for tha sale of tobacro products (n convenisnce staras s many titas
dicinted by the availabls space. To grohibit the use of any type of seif-sexvics display
would not only placs an unreascnable and unrealistic burden an @y individual
stares, bur, In many instances, would also represme an incoavenisnce to
customers. '
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Food de Drag Admindsizaticn
Cetober 13, 1995

muﬁmwm-mu:r&nmsmm

particular store operation sdvantage of § iop di

e made ty the individusl stare employes As contained in the Federal Ragister

Notice, the FDA suggess tha sliztnagon of salf-gervics dis ywmu;_lg
(]

The Federal Register Notiea also suggests tha elimination of seléservics
displays will provide minors with an understanding of the difference betwmen
tobaceo and other products, such as andy. The logie this suggestion is waak,
if not altogether nonexistent. I self-servics displays ate peohibited for the sule of
tobaceo products due ¢ the “nature” of the producs, tum FDA dhould alse propess
a ban an scif-servica displays for beer, pop and pomatw chips, along with 2 variety of
other products which may nat be deemed essentially “healthy.” To prohibit self-
servics displays for tobsecco prodnsts, whila negleeting all other products is
cantnadictory.

2 Scope of permizsihle forma of labeling and advertising (§ £97.30)/Format and
cantensreguirements for labeling and jdvertising (i 297921

The provisions of Sectian 897.30, if construed litarnlly, would prohibit the
vast majority of tabaceo adverusing Raquiring advertisements to use only black
and white text (§ 59732) and prohibiting advertsing within 1,000 feet of any
playground, slementary schodl or secendary school (§ 897.30 (B)) dearly viclates the
First Amandment provisians of the Constitution with respect to frea speach.
Further, the preposed rules condlict with the existng auchority of the Fedaral Trads

Commissicn (FTC) In regard to tobacen advertising.

The US Supreme Cowt has conmstently supporred a  broad
interprenation of the First Anuandment. Specifically 1n ralition to the issus of
comunarcisl free speech, the court has hald the use af pictures, illustratiors and
color in advertising is fully protscted. The propossd black and white advartistng
Testricions clearly contradict the cousr's previous decisions.

“rohdbiting any type of advertising within 1,000 faet of schools and
playgrouncls reprasanss yet another viglatian of tae First Amendment This
propesed “usiriction would unfaitly Burden cermin retailers and, moreoves, Is
urnecessary, as well as unwamTanted As proposed, 3 small setail estahlishment
located within 950 feet of 2 schosl aor playground would be prohibited frem
mainuinirg any type of outdoar idvertising, while i second retail cutlat loawd
dirgctly across the street and outside of the 1,000 foot sandard would be permitted

EObETIZL16



objective in ragard to the proposed advertising restictions. Experience ceasdy
demonstraies that a direct connection betwsen advertistng an« an {ndividnal'e
decision to start smoking does not wxist. [ undarstand cartain Europesn countries
which have completely bannad tobacco advertising experianca a highar percantage
of youth smaking than the United Shtes. [n brisf, the proposed rules to reserict
adverrising will not accomplish the so-called objective of the FDA to dissuade
mincrs from using tobaceo products. :

3 %?uwmmsmmdummm

. This cection (§ 897.29) requires the tobacco industry to dedicata $150
millien on an ammual basis t8 an “sduatanal progrm desighed to discourage
persons under 18 ywars of age fram using cgarettes and smokeless tobaccs
oreducts.” These proposed provisions hypeaisy at its best If the FDA
directs the tobaceo induswy to donate $130 million &r this typs of educxtianal
program, ‘he FOA should alse subject all other supplisrs and producemy of
corsumer products which may not be advantagedus for humans to the sume
sandard. thould the beer ind wins industriss be subjoctad to this standazd?
Should the manufachurars of soda pop be subject o the standard? The basic issus
appears o be ane of precedenca. Onca tha FDA subjects ans industry segmaat to
this (ype cf educanonal program, it would ippear !ogical other industriss will
aventually be subjact 10 the same oz similar progracu. [ swangly encourage the
FDA o ellininare this provision fram the proposed rules.

pOotS1LIG



Food & Drig Adminiemasion /5
October 13. 1996

Sammaxy

ns an {ndividual (nvolved with tha retail jale of tobacco products, I
strangly ruesmmend the Food & Drug Administration withdraw the
rules regarding the sals and distribution of tabaces prodocts to minoes. [ Srmly
believe tha proposed rules are misdirecred and represed an attempt by the FDA to
Bring abou? a system aof prohibition, .

[ would liks to reiterate that Flaid Pantries, Inc snd our over 8500
employess continue theif concerted efferts to avold the sals and distrbutian of any
twbaceo product to minors. In light of existing federal and state laws, { Gnd litele
value in the proposed rules sincerely encourage tha FDA to withdraw such

rulas.
Slacarely, /
e
[
William C. Girezd, Jr.
President/CEO
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Mg. Bannie Sus Caoper
¢hairzan of the Joazd of Directors
Tha Naticnal roundation for Woman Legislators, Inec.

3240 Prospect Stresc, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 10007

Dear MNs. Cooper:

Thank you Jor your lettar expressing concern abevt the Foed and
Drug Adminisgration’'s (POA) assuning responsibiilicy fer
regulatory rastricticns regarding *he sals and distribution &
children cf cigursttasa and sxokeless tobacco nroducts. I zegret
the delay in raspending.

As you knev, on August 11, 1393, the Department published in the
mugtm?xmz a notice af preoposed rulemaxing satting forth
the jurisdiction of the FDA in this arss. Please be assured that
we will taks your views lnto account as options for further
action are conaidered.

Thank you again for your letter.

»”

¢

[

|Sircarely, -
) .

‘Donna X. shalala .
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COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

ADVERTISING, FIRST AMENDMENT AND FREE SPEECH
Ongoing

o The Freedom to Advertise Coalition will file comments on behalf of its six
member organizations:

* American Advertising Federation

* American Association of Advertising Agencies
s Association of National Advertisers

* Magazine Publishers of America

= Outdoor Advertising Association of America

* Point-of-Purchase Advertising Institute

¢ Hundreds of local ad club members are being encouraged to submit
comments.

Ongoing

e Major First Amendment/free speech experts have been contacted, including:

s American Civil Liberties Union

* Washington Legal Foundation

* Freedom of Expression Foundation

» Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protection of Free Speech

e Advertising and public policy experts arc finalizing docket submissions:
®* Dr. Jean J. Boddewyn, Baruch College, The City University of New

York
* Dr. Dwight Lee, University of Georgia, Athens

BOYSTLTS






COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELATED ACTIVITIES
VETERANS
Completed Comments

o The Veterans Rights Coalition has submitted over 500 letters to the docket from
several states. The majority of the letters have been copied, bundled together and
sent with a cover letter from the president of the Coalition to every Member of
Congress from the participating state group’s Congressional delegadon. Over 129
Members of Congress have been reached in this manner. The comments come
from several states, many of them non-tobacco.

* Virginia

» West Virginia

* North Carolina

* Wyoming

s Ohio

Kentucky
California

South Carolina
Virginia
Washington, D.C.

Ongoing

e Members of the Veterans Rights Coalition from the following states also will
file comments:

:
:

Arkansas
Connecticut
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Kansas
Louisiana
* Maryland
® Mississippi
s Missourn

s New Mexico
* Tennessee

01T¢STLTA



s Texas

» Wisconsin
» Wyoming
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BOARD WENBERS

Travis Latbener
Harok) Robertson

Warren Colver

7. Becthom
4y Browa
Xobert Kavs
Ecmie Kyzar
Jou McGlotlia, Jr.
Les Thome

Nds Nilscn
M Tercero

Gmld Amkhon
Dick Below
Hamer Colquue
Joha Cumry
Stephes Davis
Fraak Effler

Earl Guanels
Lee Hawkins
Cnls Memasco

lo L Memman
Lyle Parr

Ciiff Rexh
Da1vid Tempieton
Joe Wedemann
Jerry Willians

Lirey Carrol
Robert Chevalier
J C-em Horvath

Greg Syamw
Peta Walker
Jcha Covey
Benjamin Pemal
Thumu Bunung

“emard Haawn
rge Lagge

Joha Cruwfond
Raben Lchivy
Eddie Saunders
Trcy Tavior
Ruby Tucker

C’urhz Siephensen
Rance Taviar

LeRov Pulawa
Carotine K. Tum

Juha Lawsna
N Talcod

George Ballurd
Cx1 DiGrasta
Chwster Duen
Rick Frask
Runsel Ricks
Willia Hedge
famet Denarest
Darrcll Benches
Lvos Hall
lay Ritchie
Chartie Shoemaker
Al Feber
Joha Pz Jones
Paul Jordes
Lat wed
Cwct Bezio
“ «meBlo Ficaroo
iarm Proctor
ity Saucrer
Jim Tripp
Lo
Anhur Boker
Charles Michaud
Carl Thomas
Churtes Willizmaam

o Bwnm
Erk Havereen

Raben Faherry
Ames Ly
Oick Plartinger

Luthr Cot
Dick Emterting
Chartes Gurren
Bobey Mifter
Stene Nead
Billy Ruav Whye

Tom DeWere
Maer ey Peters
Qareoue LaBric

Drare Bukemper

1. C. Hovie
Virpa Edwards

Gorp Guimond
Hesry Tucker

Chanes Dutiee. Ir.
Ashby Halmes

Tl;m Malim
T.). Trnano
Lovd Vagderhot

Jum ewel
Ray Now sk
T.). Thxpe

Gam Buminger
Jack Burie
Jake LaBar

Merha ( upenter
Fraod Hunag

Exgone \Nonkrup
Sam Suhuliner

Qi Hanbing
Geurge Nehen
James Newmnze
Bili Paum

Mark Couper
Bam Savur

Chariey Feftenhenger
Georye Mullen

N. P

Johnaw Rubinwin
Fran Williumrco

Prel Evemnain
Moy sard Hemp
Dos \Muwn

“Spoah ” Baanke
Rosmc Davin
Jach Raar

Qurler Caanun
Gam Cualnet. ).
Vehe Haven

Chat McKatha
Toanae Moure
Larry Shndar

Dana Mexer
Jam Ravalette

1)

George Laayge
Jahn Suruden
Col. Juha Sullnae
Raddlo . Zopoua

D.a.lla- Vowziun

N Veterans’

fush Gaboen =)

Ralph Huomker —_ T -

e S 7 Rights
Scome Kiag g "\ '

John Pnoe Ve i

e -, Coalition

Rezuna Kurer .
Donaid “fioa McClandish
Rotand Thomas December 6, 1995

Conchin Hermesinma
Generosa Macuyag

cdav D Melexio i
iy el Hon. Russell Feingold

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator:

I am enclosing for your review copies of letters

Board Members and supporters of the Veterans Rights
Coalition from the state of WISCONSIN have forwarded
to the Food and Drug Administration concerning the
agency's move toward re ating cigarettes as drugs.

We have a number ~f concerns with the FDA's activity
in this arez, namely, dignjty and respect for our
veterans. We are troubled that the FDA wishes to
consider our many law-abiding veterans, who like to
smoke cigarettes, as drug addicts. These are men
and women who fought for our personal freedoms.

We are also concerned that the FDA is squandering
valuable resources on an anti-smoking crusade when
their time would be much better spent on approving
pending experimental drugs that could lead to cures
of Cancer, Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, AIDS and other
serious diseases.

Finally, we recall to mind ;h__sgxxlblg_nglzsx_gﬁ

a few vears ago when the VA go ti-
"bandwagon," and the result was a pollcy that forced

our elderly and frail veterans out into miserable
weather conditions to smoke: Thankfully, with your
leadership and support, the U.8. Congress decided
to reverse this policy and restore the dignity and
respect of our VA hospital patients.

It would please us greatly if you could assist us by

request at the A cease jits wasteful and fool-
hardy attempts to requlate cigarettes as drugs.

I look forward to your response.

cerely,

. C§?§;T~FSC-VFW

Natlonal Coordinator

P. O. Box 2774 » Charleston, W. Va. 25330
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Dockets Management Branch
Food and Drug Acministration
Room 1-23

12420 Parklawn Drive
Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Sirs:

I wish to protest the FDA's proposal to regulate tobacco products. If this happens, [ am
afraid it is going to adversely affect our veterans in VA hospitals whose only remaining joy is
smoking. We have seen attempts in the past by the Federal Government to regulate smoking that
ka2 -:2 - veerans catdoors in inclement weather just to smoke. Veterans are adults and
should not be tregted like schoolchildren. I wish the FDA would worry more about heroin.
coczine and other drugs, instead of legal tobacco products.

Very trulv yours,

2ol idG

C
ég‘}‘/ Cha oy

P on_," Am([[
Vi e River 47 .
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COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

OTHER BUSINESSES

Ongoing
¢ TI member companies’ suppliers’ employees are being encounraged to write.

o The pharmaceutical, biotechnological, telecommunications, vitamins and
plastics organizations have been approached to assess interest in commenting
on the FDA’s role in regulating business. Organizations include:

® Society of the Plastics [ndustry

» Institute of Food Technologists

= National Soft Drink Association

® Pharmaceutical groups: “PHARMA,” generics, over-the-counter
® Biotechnology groups (Gznzyme Corp.)

* Telecommunications industry groups

® Vitamin groups

e Additional “who’s next” groups have been targeted, including:

Beer companies

Wine groups/wineries
Coffee concerns

Dairy interests

Sugar interest
Meat/poultry interests
Snack food manufacturers

¢ Tobacco manufacturers’ advertising agencies are being encouraged to send
letters to the docket.

o National Association of Manufacturers is considering submitting comments.

e U.S. Chamber of Commerce is considering filing comments.

e More than 200 tobacco company suppliers submitted letters explaining the
negative impact of proposed FDA regulations on their business.

o Minority advocacy, business and publishers groups have been contacted to
write letters to the docket:

ST¥ST/L16
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COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELATED ACTIVITIES
THINK TANKS
Completed Comments

o Comments to the FDA docket have been sent in by the following think
tanks/free enterprise groups.

* The Alexis De Tocqueville Institution
® The Small Business Survival Committee
* Frontiers of Freedom

Ongoing

e Several other think tanks have been approached about filing comments with the
FDA:

® The Independent Institute

» The Business Leadership Council

» National Center for Policy Analysis
* Institute for Policy Innovation

® Capital Research

® CATO Institute

 Citizens for a Sound Economy

» Citizens Against Government Waste
* Heritage Foundation

S CATAY



November 6, 1995

Commissioner David Kessier
The Food & Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Lane

Suite 1471

Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Commussioner Kessier:

I write to offer cur thoughts on the proposed FDA regulation of tobacco. We
have grave concerns about this proposal on several different grounds.

Excessive Regulation

This new regulation represents an unprecedented intrusion of the federal
government into the lives of Americans. The scope of the proposal is
staggering. Tobacco, already one of the most regulated. items available to
consumers would fall under a tremendous variety of new regulations and
bureaucratic scrutiny. As columnist Carl Rowan has observed, “the initial
reaction of this smoke-hating columnist is that the government’s proposed
programs go too far. We dare not give the FDA or any government agency
such sweeping powers to limit free speech, commercial or otherwise.”

While the excessive regulation is itself troubling, so too is the method of
creating this regulation. Declaring tobacco a drug provided only limited
regulatory reach, so the Administration chose to go further and labeled
cigarettes as “medical devices.” Many people would find it difficult to place
cigarettes in the same category with hearing aids and heart valves. Under such
an expansive definition it seems that any product in America could be labeled
a medical device.

2 10CQUETELLE

Honorary Co-Chawman
jack Kemp

President
Memex Carey

Center on Regulation
and Economic Crawth
Robert Xasten
Chairman

Senior Advisorv Board
Dick Armey

Michael Boskin

john Engler

Trent Lon

Congressional Advisory 8caro
Tom Deldv

Laucn Faircloth

jos Xnollenoerg

ian Mevers

Jon Nickles

Lasry Pressier

Malccin Walloo

o1 North Kent Strewt
Swte 901
Adington, VA 22209

T03.351.4969 Tel
703.351.0090 Fax
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[n announcing his plan, President Clinton declared, “We're their parents, and it is *n to us to protect
them.” Yet the federal government is not the collective parents of all children in America. Anda
government or president who takes on the role of parent puts us even further along the path to a
“mnny state,” with a central authority interfering in all of life’s choices. Agencies like the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA), the Eavironmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Consumer
Products Safety Commission (CPSC) are not only usurping the role of parents but they are treating
all Americans like children.

In 2 letter to you in September of this year, Thomas Dortch, Jr., president of 100 Black Men of
America, eloquently noted that, “surveys indicate peers and parents, not advertising, are the greatest
influences on a minor’s decision not to smoke.” He went on ta note that federal efforts to help
youths would be far more effective if they focused on reviving communities and driving out drug
dealers. This is the right approach. Government can only establish a framework for individuais to
lead their lives well Within (nat framework, they must make their own choices to advance
themselves.

An Ultimate Ban?

Beyond my concerns with this regularion, [ am concerned that this is only the first step towards the
ultimate banning of tobacco products. The scope of the proposed regulations, which include barring
caps and t-shirts from carrying tobacco advertising and preventing promoters from using tobacco
brands in sporting events, are so sweeping that they may indicate a hidden agenda to ultimately try
to ban smoking altogether.

Given the results of Protibition. such a course would clearly be a disaster for the nation. Banning
or even enacting excessive taxation on tobacco will simply lead to sruggling. For evidence, one need
only look at Michigar. vhich raised its taxes on cigarettes from 25 cents per pack to 75 cents per pack
in May of 1994. Shortly thereafter, evidence of organized smuggling began appearing. State police
have been greatly concemed about the rise of this type of activity.

Another contemporary example is Canada. Because of sky-high excise taxes in the early 1990’s,
Canada faced a huge problem with smuggling of alcohol and especially tobacco that ultimately led
t0 a rollback in taxes. In 1992, one out of five cigarettes sold in that country were smuggled in. This
smuggling was simply 2 matter of economics: in Momtreal, a carton of legal cigarettes cost $48, while
illegal cartons could be purchased for $18.
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The situation got so bad that even the Royal Canadian Mounted Police were waving the white flag.
N. D. Inkster, Commissioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police saw the tobacco and alcohol
smuggling in Canada as a crisis. In a February 1994 letter to Prime Minister Chretien, Inkster wrote,
“We are at 3 point where existing RCMP law enforcement resourcas are virtually incapable of turning
the tide in this rapidly expanding problem given our other responsibilities across Canada. While
seizures have increased dramatically, the extent of the problem has been rising -: a much faster rate
with the mvolvement of organized crime groups and as otherwise law abiding citizens engaged in the
criminal activity through the open purchase of contraband.” Inkster argued that various measures
should be taken to combat the smuggling, perhaps the mast sigmificant of which was reduction in
taxes on these products. Finally, this smuggiing epidemic led the government in 1994 to lower the
tax on tobacco by $5 per carton.

Clearty, while FDA regulation would be a mistake, if it is indeed a first step towards some type of
ban, that would be an even greater mistake.

Troubling Precedents

The regulation of tobacco sets a troubling precedent for other companies and industries. The
question we have to ask is where will this all end? What other products will be deemed needing
regulation because of whatever small amount of risk that they entail? The prodlem with the “nanny
state” mentality is that is unclear how you draw lines. Once the government steps in to prevent
people from undertaking some action which they deern harmful in some way, it is easy to justify many
more such intrusions.

The possibility of this type of regulation spreading to other industries is, [ believe, strong. For
example, the proposed regulations would require tobacco companies to spend $150 miilion of their
own mooey on “public education” advertising aimed at reducing teen smoking. Why not, one might
ask, also require Nintendo and Sega-Genesis to use corporate profits to advertise about the
importance of exercising over playing video games? [n the future, perhaps Doritos could be forced
to do commerciais on the virtues of eating fruits. Or how about making all the TV networks in the
country devate hours of programming to encourage children to read cather than watch television?
The list is endless and, unfortunately, not compietely beyond the realm of possibility.

This coutry was founded upon notions of individual responsibility and limited government. Thomas
Jefferson declared in his First [naugural address that, “A wis2 and frugal government. which shall
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restrain men from injuring one another, which shall [eave them otherwise free to regulate their own
pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take from the meuth of labor the bread it has
eamed. This is the sum of good government.” This proposal to regulate tobacco takes our nation
even further away from the irutial conceptions of government that Jefferson and the Founding Fathers
envisioned. '

Back to Basics

Rather than undertaking broad new efforts in tobacco regulation, we believe that FDA should focus
on addressing some of the many concerns that have been raised about its operations over the past
several months. One of the most distressing of these issues has been the delay in the approval of new
medical devices. It is unacceptable thar other OECD nations often approve medical devices years
before the United States Further, items such as fat and sugar substitutes have [anguished in the
review process for years. Efforts to improve bottlenecks in these areas will clearty save lives and
enhance the national well-being.

[ believe the ideas put forward last week by Senator Nancy Kassebaum are a good starting point for
discussion of what direction the FDA should be headed in. Among other things, Senator Kassebaum
has proposed setting strict timetables for approval of medical devices and new drugs and has
proposed speeding up approval of food additives. [t makes sense for the FDA to focus on its core
mission before venturing into new areas of questionable value.

Thank you for this opportunity to address this issue.

Sincerely,

VS
Wi

Merrick
President
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