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AERICA WORKS BEST WttEN WE SAY • 

BAKERY CONFECTIONERY & lOBACCO WORKERS • I~ 81 

October 16, 1995 

~ Mn99•cct lrwacla (BF.\-305) 
1oocl &ad DrQg Adaini.uat.iCll, lZaom 1-23 
12-420 Park!-. Dr 
lockrllla MD 2Q85T 

D: 99-oZSl 
(~latlcm• ~Uictiq the Sale and. D1atrillutic111 of Cigaretta. and !abacca 

Prodlllcu) 

OD beUil of I c: a. T' ~l at. I aa writ1119 to upraa our OPSI09itian to t.ha raad ud 
~ AdaiAiauatioa'• prapoaed regulatioaa OD tObacco pn:idac:t.s. CODtrolUn9 salu of 
tabecco proac:u to aiJlora is IA i.llport.at. iamae. 1ow .... eir. .,.. lMlieft FD.\ re,ulatiOD 
is the wroq aQn.ab. 

Tbe p:roPG9ed r..-latiaaa. tU:a iD their 11at..i:ret7. will cartaiD.17 lud to madl aore •WC'• coatral• Oii the uae ..,f tabacc:a praduau bT air:IDl.to. Thia would baTe a 
drnatatiDIJ 1-pect 011 tb8 tob-=:a ia.daatry. Th.is inda9.U7 ls !t.111hb lDl.ioubed. ilDd 
off11r• 'ft:lrkera hlfb -.e• -4 exteasJve benefit.a. ?'lie jca of taoasucls of our UDiOll 

!!rot.hara aad sisters wvrki11.9 ia tlae 1Dduat.r7 are jeapard.tsad by FDA r.,alatioa. Ka.Dy 
al thea• warkars ue wml8D ud llLiDori tiaa. · 

kt t.be ecoDO•ie fallaat froa •lldl reatrictigu W'CMlld 90 1IQCb fv'ther. Mot. oDlT 'fill 
tllauuda of jah dinctlT related to t:l!e tobacco llldu1:.z"T be loet, ao will tau of 
tbousanda of otller joba a.rou.ad. tbe country vbicb are direc:tl7 dew>udeat oa t.be tobacco 
iJldumtrr. 

Worker• iDTOh-4 1ai traDaportiAIJ tobacco procblct.a, pra•icliDg auppll- such u paper, 
cardboard. iaka ad mach1.neq, ti. haap1 tali ty i.acb&atry, r•tail :s.al•a auch u 9rOCeq 
aad coov.oience star- and eowi~lesa ot..ber incluaui- wil.1 feel the &eiv•r•• .iapact of 
thn• rBCJU.laUOll.I. MurT of tbeae worker• ue \&Diem aaabltr•. 

We are abo caacernal that enfarci119 tbeH r9911laUoaa will force the PDA to stretch 
iU already li&Lted r .. OW"cu aac& d.ar th• AMrlc:u pUOlic Ute critical sUTic.9 for 
vtaich it WU cr-ted.. 

T!ae prabl• of tMll .-.lriaq warruta Mriou• atturtioa. - but. rqal~iag away thoua&Dd.a 
of ..._.icaa jom i• DOt. tbe var to do it. Ocmtrzmalit Uollld •c:auratJ• aplaywmt. aot 
~uor it. TM prctUHd rltlJ'll.at.ioa.a Daw b9for• ti. rDA to -11 b9raad c:nrbi119 t-•9• 
aokin9 aad are aUiecl at ct.•uoJ'ia9 a Aa.ricaa i.Ddl&atr1' UMl all t.!te jalta i.adirectl1' 
aaaoc:iated vitla it.. 

Sbeerel7. 

-~~~~ 
liaucial lea.retarT/~ 

7S1 E. Slt.w lJlle Ad. S. • TnMH99 City, Ml 49884 • (81fi} ~ FAX: (616) 943-aoEiO 
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..... , BAKERY. CONFECTIONERY. & TOBACCO VVCRKERS' UNION, 
TWIN CITIES LOCAL.. 22. AFl.·CIO 

--:!.lf..I' . ._ I .. I' ........ ,c ........ ~ ... ,.,o .. OP~· All'\.°C:1a 
fiii#ruLL•AUA ar&.tll ....... llQT'A lt'ATC rcoU•T•Gllt o• L..&•c•• 

••N111tC•~~ll Cl:NTt"~~ 1.A80• 1.11'10N 
IT' ~A"t.. T•AOll a 1..AM• AlllMe&.Y 
••D'N'CIT' C:Q"'1HCU .. 01' TMC .. ..,UY • 'CC1 Nflll'Cc;"Tll~"L9"' WOMCCllS 

MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 55•ll4 

Doc~ Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Adminisaarion. Room 1-23 
12420 Puklawn Dr. 
Roc:kville, MD 20857 

l!Z C:E!'<TllAL. AVE .• SUIT[ ,90 

I am writing to express our opposition to the Fc:>od and Drug Administmion 's proposed 
regulations Otl tobacco products.. Controlling s;;~cs of tobacco products to minors is an 
imponant issue. Howev=', we believe FDA rei:uJation is the wrong approach. 

The proposed regulations. taken in their entirel)', will l".enainly lead to much me:-: severe 
conaols on the use of tobacco producu by adults. This would have a devamr:ing irJll'aC{ 
OD the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers worms high 
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thoU;s:ands of our union brothers and sisteh 
woricing in lhe industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these workers arc 
women and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from such resttictions would go much funhc:r. N<>t only will 
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost. so will tens of 
thousands of other jobs around the country which arc indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
industry. 

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco produas. providing supplies such as paper. 
cardboard. inks and machinery, the hospicility industij', rcrail sales such as grocery and 
convenience stores and countless other industries; will feel the adverse impact of these 
regulations. Many of these worlccn are union members. 

We are also conc:mted that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its 
already limited resources and deny the Americ:ar1 public the critical services for which it 
was cn:ated. 

Finally, the pruposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional 
mot01spons and other sporting evenu. This not only would deny mm and women 
around the country these popular recreational acl:ivitia, but also lead to the loss of jobs 
associated with putting on these events. 

Again. the problem of teen smoking wanants sc:ious mention. But regula2in1 away 
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do iL Government should c:ncourage 
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed :ll destroying an Amerian indumy and 
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it 

Sincerely, 

<:--~ .;)~~-~t-~ 
lll.ie Peterson. Preaidaat 

BUY UNION 1_.a.c:11,1 ue-Or""l.I A"'""""'"'' 



International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 

Local Union 948 
Wl w. Hiii a.ti 
l"llDt. Mldafpa 4ID7 

Dac:lms M-z Jlrwll.(HPA-30$) 
Food aDll Drq AdmiDimukm. .Roam 1-23 
12420 :Patdswla .DriN 
RocXTiJJe, MD 20857 

Phoaer (810) 7117-3308 

Fu: (110) 767-!907 

Kc 95N-0:2.5J (R 2 , •-&Mriadal sa111 a DilOibal:ka atQ~ ad Tot.am Produm) 

1 11D ...... OD bmJf al IBEW Lac&l !Ml to eqirw cnr 1>ppm1'dm to tbD Paod ad Onlg 
A4mblilll'adma'1 iaup:wlnplatim cm UlbacclD procbD. We qree tllll ii ii impczUlll ID c:r:mu1 dla aaJ1 
of.._ fD lllillln, lll::AS: .. dll p&upc:wi tlp!mcw 1!JD IO fs dlli ~ beiil:R cbly .. ""r+d CD 
~l'llM:a·lllMW aamram aa cm m.ottDbtaaa by ad..Jla. 

Sada ~ woald dmroy me tl:lbaoco IDdulCl'y ill dlll UDillld SW• - m imlamry wtDdL ii 
bavily ....,;,.,,,tmt 1111& psys bigb wagm and cauwift b-811 to dxxlaudl ot aar uaiaa brocbn md. 
....._ -r a1 ...... ... ._ ...... ..._ 1a ..._...co cm c:11ra ._.a..•·wwk' ~ 
lime nmictia:ll 'Mlllld aa llllllUinlJ' ~ ..._ marw joba iD aui· coamy ill dlcsc :iDdam:tw tbal 
pnmdll rapp.till llld ...... la tlMI IObm:ca i:lldma'y. 

Tlll ,....a l'DA ,... .... CIOQld CIOI& die jab9 of Jaawnil al....,... al peapw iiach So I 
t!lole Wllo drift nab llld crampcn tlObaa:o prodm:IS 1D zmriml; ... wtlo laplKy pap«, cudbomd, 
p•rklli'w ad ta:lmDc ma.. wlm wa-k ill tM nw:;!:wnjc::al and el8dric:IJI nda baiJdial m:S s.mcms lbl 
m1chtnery UMd iD ml!Pefw fta in& llDbacl:a ~ Lbma wtlo 'Mft ID b1111titllity iadmcry: md nuil lllDn 
c111t:1 m ...-Y ..a amr · mn. hlll* a_, ads ~11tlil a1m tied m.-.. ~ 
atdlll n:pladam - a11mwayoea.awarm.1re aam ~coo. 

LAii. we mre mJlld u. mo pnll)Otecl FDA rqnlptjna will 'tirmllm prafeuioda1 11a:aupcwu 
u111 oaw lpanias IMlllla .ma will ~ poop.111 CJf the plmlure oi ~lariq Cid pmicipazms m u.u 
papais awwwlLMicaal w:riwCiw. Aad. al CIB'9e, tbia will allD cw tb11 Ima al tm jam •w · tn1 wida 
cllaecv--.. 

We Jrmw dill picblan of t.-a mmldJis -..... ..mm anmaioa, bac • · • · re dl:r--a of 
Amlllricm joba tbraallll _... rep••tirw is 1IDt tti. _.,.CD do iL T\tia 6idl:n1 p11urmw dlDUl bo 
Mldial la am.jam. mt._.,, tbmL n.t p1upGMdr,.nwtam IMifan1 dMI FDA ID...0 ~ dnias 
widl tbD ...... ol ...... ...... & - ............... taltF ialmdlld tD dmlrDy ml kwima 
iDdmlry ml aD die jotle dlrcly .-iadra:tly nenciMad wC I. n.t PI>A llBRdd imrmd C111111:c18U11 i&'1 
limlled rwwca GD pw &amta:c d:llt cridca1 ICr'ril:m fer wlliab i& wa crsaL 

-~£!-~~~ 
Cllriea D Mm"llllJI Jr.,"' 1 I Mm&D' 
IB!:W l.oc:ll 941 
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Wooo, WIRE AND METAL LATHERS' 
LOCAL- UNION 190L 

Af'FIURED WITH UNITEC BRCJT"HERHOOO OF CAA~S ANCI JOINERS OF AMERICA 

708 SOUTH 10TH STREET 
MINNEAPOLIS. MN 55404 

iEL.EPHONE (612) 322-4348 

-!It-

Dockets Manap:ment Branch (HF A-305) 
Food and Drug Administration. Room 1-23 
12420 Park1awn Dr. 
Rockville. .MD 20857 

I am writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed 
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobilCCO products to minors is an 
imponant woe. "However, we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach. 

The proposed regulations. taken in their entirety, will ccruinly lead. to much more severe 
conuols on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact 
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high 
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of .our union brot."l\!t"S and :;isters 
workingin th~ in~~suy are jeopardizcd,_by FDA regulatii:m. __ Many, ot t~ese worke..rs arc 
women and-minonues. · ·· - ~. -· .. . .·• . , -·. . · . ; . . ..• . . •· .. · .. . . . :· : _.. . . . . 

But the economic fallout from such resttictions would go much funhe:. Not only ·Nill 
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, S\l will lens of 
thousancis of other jobs around the country which :ire indirectly dependent on lhe ~11bac.:o 
industry. 

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper. 
cardboard, in.ks and machinery, lhe hospiwity industry, r1~l sales such as grocery and 
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these 
regulations. Many of these workers arc union members. 

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its 
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it 
was created. 

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional 
motorspons and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women 
around the c:owury these popular recreational activities, b1:U. also lead to the loss of jobs 
associated with putting on these events. 

Again. ih~ problem fif teen smo!cing wamnts serious au.e1:ition. But regulating away 
thousar.ds of Americ::in jobs is not the way 10 do it. Govc~mment should encourage 
employment, not <.!enroy it. The proposal regulations now before !he FDA go well 
beyond curbing teen."lge smoking and are aimed at destroying an Amcric:ar. industry and 
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. 

l1Z/O~ 
Gsine!aa Manager 

.0 ... 
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lntemational Union of IElevator Constructors 
AmUATID WITH THI Jln..clO 

LOCAL UNICIN Na. 9 

312 Central Avenue. Room 592. Minneapolis. MN 55414 • (612) 379-2709 

-NTIO 110 U.S.A 

Dnckea M-rent Brmch (HFA-305) 
Food aad Dru& Adminis&ntioa, Room 1-23 
12420 Plltlawn Dr. 
Roc:kvillc. MD 208S7 

I am writing ta~ our opposition 10 the Food and Drug Administntion's propased 
regulations oa 1ob1cco producu. Corurollin1 sales of 11Jbacco products io minors u an 
imporwu issue. However, we beJ~ FDA rqulalian is the wronc approach. 

The proposed re1uJalions. taken in their entirery, will certainly lead IO much more severe 
conUDls on the use of tobacco producu by adults. Thi.s would have a dcva.swing impact 
on the tobacco indusuy. This industry is highly unioniiccd and offers workers hip 
wages and exu:nsive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters 
workin1 in the indusU'}' arc jeopardized by FDA regula1jon. Many of these worlws arc 
women and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will 
lhous::mds of jobs djrectly related 10 the tobacco industry be lost. so will tens of 
thousands of other jobs around the counU'}' wru~ arc indirectly dependent on the 1obacco 
industry. 

Workers involved in: 1ransporting tobacco producu, providing supplies such as paper, 
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, reiail sales such as grocery and 
convenience stares and countless olher industries will feel the adverse impact of these 
regulations. Many of these worken are union members. 

We are also conccme.d that enforcing 1hcse regulations will force the FDA to stRlch its 
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services !or which it 
was aa&cd. 

Finally, the proposal regulations would seriously thrau:n the viability of professional 
mOIOrspons llld other sporting events. This not on11 w•:Nld deny men and women 
around the caumry these popular recreational activiues, but also Jead to the loss of jobs 
usociated wiLh putting on these events. 

Apin, the problem of 1een smoking warmus serious a1tention. But rqulalin& away 
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Go·~n11ent should encour.age 
employment. not datroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well 
beyond curbinc icenqe smoking and ue aimed at destruying an American industry and 
all the jobs directly and indirectJy associated with it. 

Sincere!):.,. 

!:Y~~c~a~~ 
a..111-a ....... r (.f 



l\'linneapolis Central Labor Union Council 
312 C1!111ni AYlrtllL Room Sill. MlrmempoJls. MN 5!'.&I~ 

. (6ll) 3""'216 Fu 379-IJ07 ..... ~ 4 LD EAllU" ......... 
RICH4RD 0. JOHNSON 

·--~r-

Dockm Manqmcm Brmch (HFA-30S) 
Foad and Drug AdminismU:ion. Room 1-23 
12420 Puklawn Dr. 
R.oc:kvil1c. MD 208S7 

......, 

I am writing to eqJreSS our opposition to the FclOd and Drug Adminimarion 's proposed 
regulations an tobacco produm. Controllin1 sales of tobaa:o products to minors is an 
imponam issue. However, ~ believe FDA rq:ulalion is the wrong approach. 

The proposed rqulatiaas. takm in their emimy, will cenainly lead to much more severe 
controls en tr.: ::::c of tobacco products by Adults. TI-J.i would have a dc:vuming impact 
on the Cobacco indusay. This indumy is bigbly unionized and offers workers high 
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thou:;ands of our union brotben and sisters 
working in the industry are j~ by FDA. rqulation. Many of these workers arc 
women and minorities. • 

But -the economic fallout from such restrictions i.vould go much further. Not only will 
thousands of jobs dircaly related to the robaa:o industry be lost, so will tens of 
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
industry. 

Workers involved in: amsponing tobacco produas, providing supplies such as papc:r, 
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, rmil sales such as graccry and 
convenicn~ stores and countless other indusai=; will feel the advcnc impact of these 
regulations. Many of these worla:rs are union members. 

We are also conc:a'11ed that enforcing these regulations will force the FDA to stretch its 
already limited resources and deny the Amcricari public the critical services for which it 
was crcatcd. 

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional 
motarspons and othc:r sporting ev=u. This not only would deny men and women 
around the counay these popular n:creational ac:ivities, but also lead to tne loss of jobs 
assoc:wm with puaing on these events. 

Again, the problem of teen smakinc warrants serious aacntion. But regulating away 
thousands of American jobs is not the way to de' iL Government should encourage 
employment, not destroy iL The proposed regullations now before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an Americu industry and 
all the jobs directly and indircctJy associated with it 

JDll"IWH11_,.,ll 

-0 -...., -u 
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5725 .Dr-a= .•at Suite ll5 C1A01mla1:1, Ohic) 45227 (Stl) 272..0147 

October 12,1995 

Dcckat1 Management Branch(HFA-305) 
Pood and drug adminietration,aoom 1~23 
12420 ~ar>tlavn Drive 
Rcckvil1e,Maryland 20857 

Res 95N-0253 

(513) i72-3212 

(Regulations restricting the Sale ant Dist:ibueion ot Ciqarettes and 
Tobacco Products) 

On behalf o! B.C.&.T. Union. I.ocal 253 , I am vr:Lti:iq to expreH our 
opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed regulations 
on tobacco products. Controlling salea ot tobacco producta to minors 
ia an important i•aue. However, we believe PCA regulation is the vronq 

.approach. 

Tha proposed regulations, :aken il\ their antir11ty, will certainly lead 
to much more severe controls on the uae of tob•acc:o products by adults. 
This would have a devutating impact on th• tobacco induatry. This 
industry. This industry is highly unionized an1i offers workers high 
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thcuuands of our union brothers 
and s1stera vorJcing in the industry are jeopardized by FDA requlation. 
Many of the•• workers are vomen and minorit1ea. 

3ut the economic fallout from such restrict1on3 would go much further. 
Not only will thousands of jobs d1:ectly related to the tobacco industry 
be lost, so will tan1 of thousands of other jobs around the country vh1ch 
are indirectly dependant on the tobacco industry. 

Workers involved in traneporting producea, pra~idin; auppli•• auch aa 
paper , cardboard, ink• and machinery, th• hospitality induatry,ratail 
sales such a• groc•ry and convenience storea and countlaas other 
industries will !••l tbe adverse impact ot th••• regulations. Many of 
these vorker• are union members. 

We are also eonearnad that enforcing thee• requlationa vill !orce th• 
FDA to stretch it• already limited resources and deny the American public 
the critical ••rvices tor vhich it vaa created, ~ -.... .... 

CA 
(J 
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Finally, tha proposed regulations voul~ ••rioualy threaten the viability 
of professional motcrsporta and other sportinq events. This not only 
would deny men and woman around the country the1e popular recreational 
activities, but also lead to the loss o! jobs aaaoeiated vith putting 
on thel!!le events. 

Aqain, the problem ot teen smoking varranta sez·ious attention. But 
regulatinq avay thousands ot American jobs is not the way to do it. 
Government should encourage employment, not de11troy it. The propo1ed 
requlation1 now :betora the FDA go well beyond c:urt>ing teenaq•.smokinq 
and are aimed at destroying an American induatz:y and all the jobs 
directly aaaoci&ted'vith it. 

Sincerely, 

Ai 7£~ Ga~nwn .. 

President-auaineaa ~qent 
S.C.&T. tl'nion ,Local 253 

.a -....... -(JI 
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DONAU> J. MOSHER. 

Chairman 

WCi!! Fnrmcrs Cn."l:k Road 
~lcramuril, /\II -18-1~3-!1708 

Homc(81017!J7-S8!l!l · l!!IUl:!:l:!·-ll!J:I · 1·a:•1Kllll:!J:!·H3:J7 

October 9, 199S 

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23 
12420 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20857 

Re: 9SN--0253 
(Regulations Restricting Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes and Tobacc:o Products) 

On behalf of the TI1umb Area UAW CAP Council, I am writing to express opposition to 
the Food and Drug Administration's proposed resulations on tobacco products. While we agree 
that controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is impor1:llll, we believe FDA regulation is 
the wrong approach. In fact. the regulations which have been proposed would lead to even more 
severe controls on the we of tobacco produc1s by adults. This would severely and negatively 
impact on the tobacco industry - an industry which is highly unionized and pays high wages and 
beneJitS. The jobs of thousands of our union bro1hers illld sisier.i. including many women and 
minorilie3, working in the industry are jeopnrdizcd by FDA regul:uion. 

In addition, the economic impact from these restrictions would include the loss of 
thousands of jobs directly related 10 the tobacco indusuy, as well as tens of thousands of other 
jobs around the country which are indfrcctly dependent on the tobacco industry. This includes 
workers involved in: trnnsponing tobacco products; providing supplies such as paper, cm'dboard. 
inks and machinery; the hospitDlily industry, retDil ules such as grocery and convenience stores: 
and countless other iadusuics will feel the adverse impact of thc:se regulations. Many of the 
workers in these industries are union members, too. 

Further, we are also concerned that enforcing these rcgul;itiora will hun the FDA by 
forcing it to push its already limited resources, thereby denying the Americ:in public the crirical 
services for which the FDA was created. 

America's Future DeJ'e"'U On American Jabs Buy Amencan · Buy Union 
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- · Decker.s.Manegement Bniadt (HFA-305) 

Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23 
Page 2. 

Last, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viabiljty of professional 
motorspons and other sponing events. This not only would deny men and women around the 
country these popular recreational activities, but aJso lead to the loss of jobs associated with 
putting on these events - including UAW members who design and build the specialty 
automotive products used • 

We know that the problem of teen smoking deserves sericJus a1tention. But regulating 
:iway thou.sands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Govcnuncnt should encourage 
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well beyond 
curbing teenage smoking and arc aimed at dcstroyins an American industry and all the jobs 
directly and indirectly a.ssocialcd with it. We in the auto industry are especially familiar with 
how negatively seemingly well-meaning resulations can be to an industry. 

Sincerely, 

' 

(/-"~- L~ 
Donald J. Mosher 
Chairman - Thumb Area UAW CAP Councii 

"° -...... ..... 
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-- eut o statt Qtour.ttH 
Of IJJC ··--··· -~ ~' 
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-- ·wnfteb' 3Btotbttboc1b' cf 

238 EAST TOWN STREET· C·tSO 
COLUMBUS. OH 43Z15 

?HONE (914) 481""700 
FAX(814)41111.Q!!Z 

~r11tnttr.s 

anb' Jointr.r of bttfca 
(INITmJTiD Al,;GUST 12. 1111 IJ 

Octcbe:r 6, 19!~ 

Dockm Manapmmt Bmnch (HFA-305) 
Food md DnJc Adminismtirm1 Room 1-23 
124'20 Puklawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20IS7 

RE: ~N~3 

PRE!IDEHT 
GARYF'!ATT 

Soll\ llalll, °"° 
--. ~PRe/J'DENT 

JAMUOOn& 
---~OHi 

SECRETARY. T'REASUREA 
STEVEN I.I. l<ASAANICM 

Tilll!llllDI. Olli! 

L&:CUILA nvs ADVCCA n 
WllYIOW!RI 

lJwll' """"""' CINlt 

(Rt:gWadans Remictirg me Sale aad Distribution of C::ipmn:s and Tobaa:o 
Products) 

On behalf of the Ohio State Cauacil of Cmpemm. I am writilig ID exfRSS our opJDirion 
to the Food and Drug Adminimatian's proposed replations cm tcblcco products. 
Conrrolliag saJa of tabacco ~ ID mmon is an imponalltt issue. However, we 
beliew FDA~ is the wiong app:<*h. . 

The p1C1p05Eid ~ takm in tbeil' mri:rety, will cmainly lead ID much mere~ 
carmo1s m me me of tobMXO ~ by adults. Thia wouiiJ have a dcva.mltin' impact 
an die mbacco indumy. This iadumv is highly wzianimd and offcn waricrn b.igh wqcs 
and extensive benefits. The jobs of tflousands of our union brod\m and sisu:n working in 
the indumy are jeapln:lizcd by fDA regWatioa. Many of dlcsA: W«kms arc women and 
miDoritia. 
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We m alJD CCll=md dW mfmciDa th• recuJatiam will lt'arce the FDA to mm:h .WI 
alreldy limDd ~ llld dl!Dy die Amm:an pablic the 1criticll servicca for which it was 
c:ated. 

F'mally, the prapmed fll8J''atfons W'OU.ld saiously tbrtlJlill the viability of ptufes.iicmal 
maur spans and other spartiDg ewnts. This n« ~would deny mm and women around 
die~ thme popalar recmdma1 acivities but lad to the loss of jobs mrcaued 
with pulliila cm mm. cvam. · · 

Apia, the problan al t!ln vmJctng wamms serious mrmtil:m. But l'CIU1atinl away 
M111nct.s of .Americm jobs is DOC dll way to do it. Govem1:nem sboaXI encoUrqe 
employmm!, not dcSuay it. The pwpoad regulatiDns now t-=tare me PDA go well 
beyond cmbiag Wge smoking and am aimed at c.iemoyins; an American indumy and all 
the jobs dblcdy aDCi imlin=ly "'"' jaro:t with it. 
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Ocmber 6, 199S 

Dockm Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Adminisnlion, Room 1.23 
t 2420 ParidaW11 Drive 
Rockville, MD 20857 

RE: 9!N--02.S3 
(Rcaulatiom Re.uiicting the Sale and Disaibmion of Cigamres an Tobacco 
Products) 

On behalf of the Intemational Union of Opc:rating Engineers. Loc:a.l 18, 14,000 
scrong representing eighty-five (8~) eoumies in Ohio and four (4) in Nonhc::ru 
Kcarucky, we are writing to express our op1)Qljtian to the Food and Drug 
Adminism2ioa'1 proposed rqulatioas OG tobacci:> products. <:ontrolling sales of 
tabacco products to minan is an important israe. However, we believe FDA 
repaiion is the wrong ll'J't'Qacb. 

The proposed re;ulationa. takea in their entirety, will cenainly lc:1d Ill much 
man: severe controls on the use of tobacco prcduc:tl by adults. This would have a 
devutming imJiact on the tobacco indusuy. This ind Witty is highly unioo.iud a.ad 
offers workers high wages and extensive bcacfua. lrbe jobs of thousands of our union 
brotbm and sistm womag iD the industry are jeopill'dizcd by FDA regulation. Many 
of these woricen a.ra womeo and minorities. 

But the ccoaomic fallout from sucb resuictiaas would go much further. Not 
oaly will thousand.. of jobs dircctly reWed to the tobacco indusuy be los1. so will tens 
af tbOUUDds of other jobs around the counny whicb are indirectly dependent ou tbe 
tobacco industry. 

Workers involved in: amsportina tobacco 11rodw:ts. providing supplies such 
u paper, cmdboard. iab 111d machinery, me basphality induscry, retail saLea such u 
grocery and coavcniencc S1DrCS and countless otbei· iDdumies will feel the advc:ac 
impact of these reguladom. Many of tbcso wartc:r.1 are Wlioo membcn. 

...... -UI 
(J 

CJ .. 
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October 6, 1995 

(114) 418·5281 

Dockcta Management Br111ch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Adminisnioa. R.oom 1-23 
12420 Pllidawn Drive 
Rockville. MD 20857 

RE; 9SN-0253 

FAIC: (814) 488·?'258 

(lleguiations R.esrricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes an Tobacco 
Products) · 

On behalfofthe lntcmatioual Union of Opc:rating Enginem. Local 18, 14,000 
mng representing eighty-five (85) cowniea in Ohio md four (4) in Nonhcm 
Kemucky. we are writing to expn:ss our oppoliUon to die Food and Drug 
Aclmjnjsmtioa.'1 proposed r;gulations oa tobacc:> products. Controlling sales of 
tobacco produc:tl ta minorl is an impmunt issue. However, we believe FDA 
rwguWioa. is the wrong approach. 

The proposed regufatiom. !Akca in their catircty, will cena.inly lead to much 
more 3everc coattola on the use of tobacco produ1::ta by adults. This would have a 
dev&mring impact on the tcbacc:o indusuy. This industry is highly unioui.zcd a.ad 
oft'ers workm high wages aad extcmive benefits. !roe jobs of thousands of our union 
bnnhcn and sistas womng iD the industry are jeop1srdizcd by FDA regulation. Many 
of these worlccn are women md minorities. 

But the economic: fallout &om such n:stric:tiious would ao much further. Not 
only will thousands of jobs diRcdy refaced 10 die cabacco industty be lost. so will tens 
o( tbolllUlds af othm" jobs araund tho country which an: indirec:tfy dcpcndcat OD the 
tDblCCO Uubauy. 

Workm involved in: tnmspertin1 tobac:c:o procluci3, pmvidiug supplies s&&eh 
u paper, cudboud. inks aad machinezy, the hospitality iadmuy, retail sales such u 
grocery and convenience stora and coumiess otha· illdtmries will fee.I the advCl"SI: 
impact of these regul&tiom. Many of thcsa worker.I are union memben. o'3 -....... -(JI 

r.I 
w 
u 
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We an:: also concerned dw enforcing tbi=se regulations will force the FDA to 
stretch its already limited raources and deny tbc: American public the critical IC'Vices 
for which it WU craated. 

PlmUy, the proposed rqu!adoas would scricusfy threat= the viability of 
profaaional rnaiar sport! and other sporting evtmts. This not only would deny men 
and women around the country these poplllar recrcarional activities, but also lead to 
tba loss of jobs aaociarcd with p~IJ oa these everl!ls .. 

A&ain, me problem of teen smo.kia1 wamins scriou» ancntion. But regulating 
away thcuunds of American jobs is not the way t.o do it Oovemmem should 
encounac employment, Dot dcs1rny it. The propciised rquiatiODS DOW before the FnA 
go well beyond curbinl iecaqe smoking and are aimed at destroying an American 
industry and all tbe jobs directly aad indircctly 11.W>C:iated with it 

_;:µ 
Tom Louis 
Special Representative 

TEL/dch 

100-1065 
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OHIO VAL.LEY COUNCIL OF SHEET METAL WORKERS 

·-· ... ___ _ 

October S, 1995 

RE: 9SN--02S3 
(RcguJations R:stticting che Sale and Distribution of Ogmttes and Tobaa::o 
Pmduas) 

On behalf of the Ohio Valley Council of Sheet Metal Woric:rrs. I am writing to express 
our opposition ro the Food and Drug Administt2!ion's pro1>0Sed IqU.lat:ion:s un tobacco 
praduas. Comrolling sale3 of tobacco products to minm is an important issue. 
However. we believe FDA reguJarion is the wrong approach. 

The proposed rqulal:ioas, l3la:n in tbeU' entirety, will cena:my lead ID much mare 
seven: c::oaaol.s on the U.$C of tobacco produds by adults.. ·nm would have a 
devasming impact oa rhe tobacco incluSUy. This industty is highly unionim:i and 
offers worms bigh wages and e:xu:nsivc benefits. The jolbs of thousands of our union 
brotbm and sims working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many 
of mes: worb:n arc women and minorities. 

But the ea:momic fallout from such restrictions would go 1nucli further. Not only will 
tbousaDds of jobs dim::tiy related to the tobaa:o induslry be lost. so will tens of 
thonsmds of other jobs around the country which arc indirectly dependent on the 
tobacco industry. 

Worb:n involved in: trmspOJ"ting tobacco products. providing supplies such as paper. 
c:ardboard, i.aks and machinery, tbe hospitality indusay, n:ail saks such as grocery and 
canvc:nicna: sacs and ~other mdumie! will feel the adverse impaa of these 
rquJ.uioas. Many of mes: worms ~ union members. 

We an: also <mcaued that mforciDg mes: :tq11briom will !on::e tbe FDA to sttefeh its 
already limimd RSOUrt:eS and dmy tbe AIDl:ricaa public me ctitical sc:rvU:= for which it 
WIS crrmied, 

-~· 

4l -..... -u 
C.J 
CJ ..... 
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Again. !he problem of tee11 smoking warrants serious aae11tion. BUI regulating away 
tbonsanch of American jabs is not tbe way to do it. Government should encour.i.ge 
employmc:m. not dcmoy it. The proposed regulations ncrw before die FDA go well 
beyond curbing t=iagc smoking and are aimed at clestroying an American industry and 
all the jobs dimcdy and indim::t1y associared with it. 

~ -C.11 
(J 

CJ 
~ 



Teamsters Miscellaneous and Industrial Workers Union, Local No. 284 
Ofl'FtCBIS: 555 East Rici! SlrMt • Columbus. Of\IO 4321s.5398 

Ptlone: (614J ~-·FAX; (614) 228-0901 

Toi Free: 1-«l0-237· 1201 

BUSIHESS AGENTS: 

HAA01.D SPEAKMAN 
P191idlftt 

BRIAN RICE 
s.cnwy.r,_ 

GARY HASKINS 
Vici Pl'8SICl8llC 

MARK VANDAi< 
Aemrclng SICMrt 

Septel!Oer 28, 1995 

Dockets Manaqeinent Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Aaninistration. Room 1-23 
12420 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20857 

RE: 95H-0253 

ROGER PACK 
DALE GROSSMAN 

TRUSTEES: 

WILSON eoeo 
GUERT A881NGTON 
SiEVE GREGORY 

(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of C,garettes and 
Tobacco Products) 

On behalf of Teamsters Union Local No. 284, I am writing to express our 
opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed regulations on 
tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to. minors is an 
important issue. However, we believe FUA regulation is the wrong approach. 

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certafoly lead to 
~ch more severe controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This 
would have a devastating impact on the tobacco industry. This industry is 
highly unionized and offers workers high wages and extensive benefits. The 
jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sist1!rs working in the industry 
are jeopardized by FOA regulation. ~any of thes1! workers are women and 
minorities. 

But the economic fallout fro111 such restrictions uould go much further. Not 
only will thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost. 
so will tens of thousands of other jobs around the country whkh are ·indirectly 
dependent on the tobacco industry. 

Workers involved fn: transporting tobacco produc:ts, prov1d1nq supplies such 
as paper, cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail 
sales such as grocery and convenience stores and countless other industries 
will feel the adverse impact of these regulation~;. Many of these workers are 
uni on meai>ers. 

We are also concerned that enforcing these regul•1tior1s will force the FDA to 
stretch its a 1 ready 1 i mi ted resources and deny the ftmeri can pub 1 ic the critic a 1 
services for which ft was created. 

AF'AUATEO WITH THe l~NATIONAL eAOTHERHCIOO OF TEAMSTERS 

...., -U1 
CJ 
CJ 

"° 
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Septentier._za, 19~5 

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of 
professional matorsports and other sporting eve11ts. This not only would 
deny men and wmen around the country these popular recreatf ona 1 act1 vHf es, 
but also lead to the loss of jobs associated wi1eh puttfng on these events. 

Again, the pr0blem of teen s1110lting warrants seriious attention. But regu­
lating away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do .it. Govenunent 
should encourage employment, not destroy it. nre proposed regulations now 
before the FDA go well beyond curbing teenage snioking and are aiD'led at 
destroying an American.industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly 
associated with ft. 

Sincerely, 

TEAMSTERS LOCAL NO. 284 

~~ 
President 

'-I -
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Workers !fnternat1."ona/ Union 
Local 203T 
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oc:tober ll, l.995 

Dockets Management Branch (HP'A-305) 
Pood and Druq Administration 
Room 1-23 
12,20 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, Md. 20857 

RE: 95N-0253 
(R~lations Rescrictinq the Sale and Distribution of 
Cigarettes and Smckelesa Tobaccc l,roducts l 

On behalf of the Bakery, Confectionery and Tobacco Workers Local 
203T, I am writing to express our s~ronq opposition to the proposed 
requlation of tobacco products by the PDA. 

The proposed regulations, taken in ~heir entirety, will cer-:ainly 
lead to much mere severe controls on t!Le use of tobacco products 
by adults. They qo riqht at the econon1ic '1Jia.bili ty of the industry 
and in turn the jobs of our members. 

What is moat outrageous is that rarely in all of the debate over 
tobacco requlation is there ever a ment.ion of the jobs of thousands 
of hard-,,orkinq men and women whose li '<'elihocds depend on the tobacco 
industry. The excellent waqes and benefits we earn enable us to 
provide for cur families, send our chil.dren to ca lleqe, care for our 
parents, qrandparents and qrandchildre!l•. 

Because of these waqea and benefits we bolster the standard of livinq 
and quality of life in our community. Tobacco wcrkers will not be the 
only ones hurt by this attack on the tcibaccc industry. The people 
who work in the businesses we patroni ze~--the restaurants, grocery 
stores, appliance shops, hairdressers a.nd car dealers to name a few-­
will pay a high price aa well for these misguided and punitive ra9ula­
tions. 

Our union aqrees that teen smoking is an important issue that should 
be addressed. But re!9Ulatinq away thou.sands of jobs is not the answer. 

91715341 
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States are already required by federal l.aw to pass leqislation 
restrictinq access of tcba.cco products to minors. Our union and 
the industry support these efforts. 

Tobacco is a legal product prodaced by American workers and should 
continua to be treated as such. A parceDta9e of American adults 
will choose to use tobacco products. 

The real issue is whether they will be made by American workers 
who earn high waqes and extensive benefi1~s or by overseas workers 
earning substandard waqes and no benefiti1. 

'?ha PDA should reject these ~poaals and utilize its already limitec 
resources to provide the services to the American people for which t~ 
aqency was created. 

Sincerely, · 

~d~ 
Jerry L. Sprouse 
President, Local 20JT 



MlNNEAPous BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL 
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United ubor Cen~ 
31Z Cmm..I. Avenue, Room 556 
Mi.nncapow. Min.ncsoa 55414 

Phone: (6L2l 379-4ZJ~ 
Fu: (6LZ) 379-+H9 
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administtation. Room 1-23 
12420 Parlda.wn Dr. 
Roclcvillc, MD 20857 

... sbcsras Workers No. H I am writing to express our opposition to the Food arid Drug Administration's proposed 
>,sbe5ros Workers No. 205 regulations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an 
3oilmn~itm No. o.+i important issue. However, we believe FDA regul.aticm is the wrong approach. 
Sriclclavm No. :?. 

·'..lb111c1 !.hlu:n md Millmcn The proposed regulations, Ween in their entirety, will certainly lead to much more severe 
::o.11165 controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. TI1is would have a devastating impact 

' •rpcrncrs Nu. :iH on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unio.rtized and offers worlcers high 
· .•r!'Cflws Jri.i Roorimn wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters 

'···· loH working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many or these workers a:e 
• "'~' Jn.i :.."'uicum i..~·;~rs women and minorities. 

\d. ~-·n 

. ,m,-nr ~!Jsun' :-.;, .. o iJ 

.:1tv Emriuwt"S Nu. fol 

: ··. ·~·~ i\wlJcr.c :inJ 
:".I, Llriwr< .~ ... l:Hi 

~)nYt.'fS No. z: l 

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would go much further. Not only will 
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost. so will tens of 
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
industry. 

:Oloo:mol ...-.•,,rlors :-;.,. 2':1! \Ai . . . 
=i · _ . , onc.e~s mvo1vc:a in: r;:i.-:_. "-:'rung touacc.:i. .. , :.::.. .. 1i.Ju1g ~upp11~. 
_ .-·Jtor '-"'"rru.tors. n. 'l ...... b d · ks · · th h · ·1 ~~1 

.;<ai1.1 oar. m ana macmn:::ry, e osp1ta::l\_· inau~;~\.·, rew ~es sucn a. .;.:J-.~:_. 
• ~;.l!'lr:r'::t <::' Gb.~s"'·,1r~rrs 

·: •• 1 ! 1 ~~ convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the acive~e 1mpac: oi these 
regul:i.tion.s. Many of these workers are union membc:rs. 

~.in ·1·1·r~c!') s,, 51~ 

· .. , ,\·, .r~..r' :f'h.1pr.1,-:·. 
... We :ire also concerned that e:tforcing these rcgulation:i will force the FDA to stretch ;,s 
,,,.,. ~-· ,. , a.lr~dy limited resources and deny the American public the cnticaJ services for which it 
-n~cru .. :1.··1 .1nJ \,.1,;m•rli was created. 

· :.11 .. ri.:nts ·'·· ;.;.., Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously thrc:iten t.hc viability of professional 
""''"~ li:.;in.-..-n ~ ... ~iJ motorspons and other sponing evenu. This not only would deny men and women 

:··'""•"' :-; ... Hi around the country these popular recreational activ1tic:i. but also lead to the Joss of jobs 
:-. 1 ~. ,,,,,n :-. .. ';,, associated with putting on these events. 
rbsrl'1"1.0 h ~-:, '· ~~"b5 

l'!..i:ah.1' f.,,·u..i,·n ~ •• 1 ll 

! ·~LUnh.·r"' ;\;, •. ~; 

Again. the problem of teen smoking warrants serious ;mention. But regulating away 
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourage 
employment. not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed :it dcs~roying an American industry and 
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. 

· ·r111~i.~ Fmcn :-;,, 417 Sincerely, 

~ .. ,-r,i::,.1 \\',•rk<n Hdrrrs 
"'!.•. 1,·:-r 

Presideat 
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Brotherhood of Painters .and Allied Trades 
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23 
12420 Parkla.wn Dr. 
Rockville, MD 20857 

I am writing to express our opposition to the Feed and Drug Administration's proposed 
regulations on tobacco products. Controlling salc:s of tobacco products to minors is an 
important issue. However, we believe FDA regt:ilation is the wrong approach. 

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will certainly lead to much more severe 
controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact 
on the tobacco industry. This industry is highly unionized and offers workers high 

. wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters 
working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA 1:egulation. Many of these workers are 
women and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from such restrictions w1Juld go much funher. Noc only will 
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of 
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
industry. 

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco produc1:s, providing supplies such as paper. 
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitalitv ind.ustry, reciil s.a.Jcs such as grocery and 
convenience stores and countless other indusmes will fee! the adverse impact of thele 
regulations. Many of these workers are union members. 

We are also concerned that enforcing these regula'tions will ·force the FDA to stretch its 
already limited resources and deny the Amencn public the critical services for which it 
was cre:ited. 

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional 
motorspons and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women 
around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs 
associated with putting on these events. 

Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention. But regulating away 
thou.sands of American jobs is not the way to do i1:. Government should encourage 
employment, not destroy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and 
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. 

Sincerely, 

ft o •• :.._ 

Business Manager 
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312 Central Avenue 
Room Ne. 334, L.aDor Centre 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55414 .ut.-CIO 

Dackm Mamgemc:m Banch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Adminismrion. Room 1-23 
12420 P3rk1awn Dr. 
Rockville, MD 20857 

UNION NO. 539 
--· --· . ·-------- - .. ----

Phone 379-4711 

I am writing to apn:ss our opposition to the Food and Drug Administmion'.s proposed 
regulations on tobacco producs. Controlling sat=: of tobacco products to minors is an 
important issue. However, we believe FDA rcgulati.an is the wrong approach. 

The proposed regulations. ta.ken in their entimy, will cenainly lead to much more severe 
controls on the use of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devastating impact 
on the tobacco indumy. This indumy is highly unionized and offers workers high 
wages and extensive benefiu. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters 
working in the industry arc jeopardized by FDA n:iulation. Many of these workers are 
women and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from such restrictions wo1:1ld go much further. Not only will 
thou.sands of jobs directly related to the tobacco industry be lost. so will tens of 
~usands of other jobs around the country which arc indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
industry. 

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, providiiig supplies such as paper. 
cudboard. inks and macllinery, the hospitality industry. retail sales such as grocery and 
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these 
regulations. Many of these workers are union members. 

We arc also concerned that enforcing these rcgulati1Jns will force the FDA to stretch its . 
already limited resources and deny the American public the critic:al services for which it 
was created. 

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously thrc:uen the viability of proicssional 
momrsports and other sponing events. This not onJy would deny men and women 
around the country these popular n:c:rcational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs 
associated witll putting on these events. 

Again, the problem of tc:en smoking warrants serious auention. But regulating away 
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should encourage 
employment. not destroy iL The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing ieenage smoking and are aimed at di:stroying an American industry and 
all the jobs directly and indirectly associated wich iL 

Sincerely, 

_;J'-i. <~ B~ue.s1/MS~ 
.a -...., -t.I 
Col ... 
c.I 
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Minnesota AFL-CIO 

July 26, 1995 

The President 

525 Pan Street. Suite ,, 0 • St. Paul. MN 55103 
(612) 2Z7-7647 • FAX ;312) 227-3801 

The White House 
Washingmn. D.C. 20500 

Dear Prcsidem Clinton: 

You have received a number of letters from unions :Lffiliated with the AFL-CIO 
expressing their opposition to the Food and Drug Administration regulating tobacco 
products. 

The Tobacco Industry is heavily organized :md JS; part of the Bakery :ind 
Confectionery Worlcm. they participate and play an imponant role in the labor 
movement. as it moves to improve the lot of working pc:ople. 

When Hubert Hwnphrey was elected Vice President of the United States. his first 
words to President Lyndon Johnson were that he would be a loyal parmer. and he 
was. He told the President that be w'luld do anything requested by him. but asked 
that be not be told to do anythi.-:g rhar. would ha.rm his friends in the Labor Movement. 

Mr. PresidenL 1 join all those who are requesting that your decision on this matter not 
harm the Labor Movement.. nor your many friends withi.J1 it. 

~Qpm ~~~o~. I~. 

David K. RDe 
President Emeritus 

DI<R;jg 
opeiul2 
afl-cio 
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Sc:ptember 25. 1995 

Mr. David K. Roe 
Presidem Emerirus 
Minnesora AFL-CIO 
Suite 110 
525 Park Street 
SJ.i.c~ P:i..!: !. ~ !i~!l'!...c:ota ~: ! t:3 

Dear David: 

THE WHlTE HOUSE 

WASHlNGTON 

Thank you for your message regarding our effort to limit children·s ai:cess to tobacco products. 
[ havt: heard from many concerned people on this issut:. and I appreciate your input as we work to 
protect the h!!alth of young Americans. 

Adults are capable: of making their own decisions about smoking. Overwhelming c:vidence shows. 
lx1wc:vc:r. rhar children are panicularly suscc:ptiblc: co cobacw marketing. Some: J .000 boys and girls rake: 
·o smoking every day. and milliom; will ultimatc:ly luse rheir lives co ic. If we are to ensure a healthy 
.n1rc: tor 1111r children. we mUSl acr now to stop th~n from smoking. 

I have therefore authorized the Food and Drug Administration ro propose nilt:s co limit minors· :tccess 
co rohacco a.s wt:ll as the promotion and advertising 1hat c:nhance the appeal of tobacco products among 
young pc:oplc:. Under lhe proposed regulations: 

u cr,:1 .. -:co purchasers w111 be n:quin::tl to prove: che'r age with it!entitic:ation: 

11 ci2arc:llt: vc:ndine: machines. which effectivt:lv circumvt:nt anv ban on salc:s to children. will he: 
prohihireu: - · · 

u outdoor :tdvertising for tobacco products will not ~ allowt:d within 1.000 kt:t of schools or 
playgmuno.\. and uu10our auvt:rt1sing oumuc: tne l ,lNU-luul 111nll w1il be reslnctc:u tu a text·uuly. 
black and white fonnat: 

o public:uions with significant youth n:adership will be permitted to advertise tobacco products solely 
in a text-only, black and white format: and 

o che tobacco indu.stry will fund an annual c:unpaign to teach children about the dangc:~ of tobacco 
use. 

'Thest: proposal.s do not constitute a tian on smoking or a threat to the l:=irst Amendment. Rather. they 
an: c.:ommorm:nse steps that will help us forge a bettt:r future for our children. [ apprec:iate knowing your 
vic:ws on this issue. and I hope you will work with us as we st:ek to create a healthic:r Amc:rica. .a 

'ncc:rely. 

r .... 
I ~ ~--1"""''----> 



MINNESOTA STATE 

Building and 

Dockm Managemc:at Brmch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Admiuisaaian, Room 1-23 
12420 Puk1awn Dr. 
Rockville, MD 208S7 

I am writing to e:qm:ss our opposition to me Food and Drug Adminimarion 's proposed 
regulaJ:ioDS on tobacco prodDcu. Conttallinc sales of tobacco products to minors is an 
imponant issue. However. we believe FDA regulation is the wrong approach. 

The piuposed rcguW:ions. takl:n in thm i:nrird:y, will a:::nainly lead to much m~ severe 
controls on tbe use of tobacco products by adults. "Ibis would have a devastating impact 
on tbe tobaa:a indumy. This industry is highly UDJionized and offers wor.kas high 
wages and atensive benefits. The jobs of thOUS3Mls of our union brothers and sisters 
working in the indumy are jcopardiz.cd by FDA rq:uJation. Many of these warms are 
women and minorities. 

But the eamomic fallout from such resaicl:ions would go much further. Not only will 
thousands of jobs dir=dy related to the tobacco ind1.wry be lost. so will tens of 
thousands of other jobs around the c:oamay which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
indusay. 

Worms involved in: ttanspOrting tobacco products. providing supplies such as p;q>er. 
cardboard. inks and macninc:ry, the hospitality industry, retail sales such as groc:ery and 
cc'."venience srores and counties:; other indusiries will feel the adverse impact of these 
regulations. Many of these worl:ers are union members. 

We are also canc:cmed that enforcing these rcgul.alio11u will force the FDA to stretch iu 
already limite.d resources and deny the American public the critical services for which il 
was created. 

Finally, the proposed regularions would seriously thrm= lhc viabilily of professional 
moroupous and odler sporting events. 'Ibis not an!)• would deny men and women 
around the c:om11ry these papu1Jr rec:radonal acavm~ but also lead tD tbe loss of jobs 
usncimd with puttin1 on these events. . 

Again. the problem of teen smoking warnna serious aacntioa. But rqulaling away 
thousands of American jobs is nae the way to do it. Government should enc:ounge 
employment. not deSttoy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing tmiage smoking and are aimed ai ~raoying an American indusay and 
ail the jobs di.rc:c:tly and llldinctly assnciatrd with iL 

Sincerely, 

~Pt'tfi~ 
Pr~.11~ 

RAY WALDRON. Pres!Clenr 312 CENTRAL AVE. 1558. MINNEAPOLIS. MN 55'14 TEL C812l 379-7048 • FU 19121 37'9-4479 

"° -



Operative Plasterers' Loc:a I 2065 
UNITED LABOR CENTRf 

MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA .5.5414 ..... 
llZ C:NTRAL AVENUE 

Dockets Management Br.mch (HFA-30S) 
Food and Drug Administt2tion, Room 1-23 
1.2420 Park1awn Dr. 
~MD20857 

379-1.51.5 

I am writing to =press our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed 
regulations on tobacco produas. Comrolling sales of toba=o products to minors is an 
imponant issue. However. we believe FDA reguWior1 is tbe wrong approadl. 

The proposed regulalions. taken in their entirety, will 1::cnainly lead to much more severe 
controls on the we of tobacco products by adults. This would have a devamring impact 
on the tabaa:o industry. 1bis industry is highly unionii.z.cd and offers woriccn high 
wages and extensive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters 
working in the indumy are jeopardized by FDA rqula.tion. Many of these workers arc 
women and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from such remictions would 1~0 much funhcr. Not only will 
thousands of jobs directly related ta the tobacco indu.my be lost, so will tens of 
thou~ds of other jobs around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
industry. 

Workers involved in: transporting tobacco products, pnJviding supplies such as paper, 
cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitaHty industry, retail sales such as grocery and 
convenience stores and countless otncr indwtrics will foel the adverse impact of these 
regulations. Many of these workers are union mcmber!L 

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will fOra: the FDA to stretc:h its 
already limited resources and deny the American public tbe aitic:al services for which it 
was created. 

Finally, the proposed n:gulalions would seriously tbn:all=n the viability of profi:ssional 
mcxorsports and other sporting events. This not only would deny men and women 
around the country these popular recrearional activities, but al.so lead to the loss of jobs 
associated with putting on these events. 

Again. the problem of teen smoking warrants serious am:ntion. But regulating away 
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do iL Government should encourage 
employment. not destroy it. The proposed regulations riow before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed u destn:>ying an American industry and 
all the jobs directly and indirectly associared with iL 

Sincerely, 

::£Lj)~ 
Richard Felber 
Business Representative 

-0 -..... ... 
lll 
CJ .... 
"" 



Sheet Workers No. 10 
1681 East Cope Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55109 

I am wriling m apress oar opposirim ID die Food mt Drug Adminisaz:im's p1upostd 
regulaDam on IDbm:o pmducU. Conaulliq ala af a:it.:co prodDm m minors is an 
impamm is.me. Hawcw:r, we believe FDA ~ is the wrong apprmch. 

'Ibe pzuposed ~ans. tlbm in their emirety, will a:nainiy leaa to mudl mare severe 
caaa'Dis on the me of tobaa::a praduca by adulls. '[bis would have a deYutuing impact 
aa the tabacco indumy. This indumy is bighly unioaized and offers worms high 
wages and e:nmive bc:nefiu. The jobs of thousands of cm union brothcn and sistm 
workine in the indusay are jeapudimi by FDA iqularion. Many of these workm are 
women and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from such rcstriaions would io much further. Not only will 
thousands of jabs dim:t1y reWr.d ro the romcco inda:isuy be lost. so will &ens of 
tbausands of other jobs around the coumry whidl an: indim::dy dep:ndau oa the tobacco 
indumy. 

Worla:s involved in: ttanspOrting tobacco products, providing supplies such as paper, 
c:anibaard., inks and m:adtlnery, the hospitality induszry, retail saJa sud\ as grocery and 
convenience sums and coundess other industries will. fed tbe advene impacr. of these 
rqulal:ions. Many of that: worms are union members. 

We are also concerned that enforcing these regularioris will force the FDA m strach its 
a1rr:ady limircd resources and deny the American public me critical services for which it 
was cn::ared. 

Fmally, the proposed replations would saiausly dm:a= the viability of professional 
momrspuns and ocher sponing evm&s. nm not only would deny mm and ~ 
arumad die comwy \bes papu1ar ra:n:uiom1 actiYides, bat also Je3d to the lass of jabs 
assnciacwt widl pmling aa these eftlltS.· 

Apin. the problml of rem smalr:iaa wurmrs mious m:ntian. But ~ away 
tbcNsaads of American jobs is not the way fD do iL Ciovmlmmt sbauJd mcaunge 
employmaai. not dcsaoy iL 'Ibe pzopostd rqu.laEion!; now bdn the FDA go well 
beyond cmbing a:mage smolcing and ue aimed 2l descraying i1D Amaican indu.my and 
all the jobs directly and indirectly moc:iared with iL 

·~··· 

.0 -..... -[JI 
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PLASTER TENDERS UNION LOCAL NO. 111 

ub«ir Cenlr• 
JIJ Coatrol A­

R- 116 

DIMNIZID N0 .... 111 21, lllt 

.Dockets Management Branch (RFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administnrion, Room 1-23 
12420 Parklawn Dr. 
Roc:kville, MD 20857 

u1a ... ,.1;., 
Mi1Haole 5!i41-4 

I am writing to express our opposition to the Food and Drug Adminimation 's proposed 
regulations on ~ products. Coatr0iling saies o:r toC>aCCO products to minors is an 
imponant issue. However, we believe FDA regulatii:m is the wrong approach. 

The proposed regulations. tala:n in their entirety, will cenainly lead to much more severe 
controls on the use of tobacco produas by adults. nis would have a devastating impact 
on the tobacco indusuy. This industry is highly unionizm and offers worlcen high 
wages and extensive benefits. "The jobs of thousands of our union brothers and sisters 
working in the industry are jeopardized by FDA regulation. Many of these war.leers are 
women and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would'. go much further. Not only will 
thousands of jobs directly related to the tobacco indw;tty be lost, so will tens of 
thousands of other jobs around the country which are indirc:ctly dependent on the tobacco 
indwtry. 

Workcn involved in: transporting tobacco products, ~1roviding supplies such as paper, 
cardboara. inks and machinery, the hospitality indway, retail sales such as grocery and 
convenience stores and countless other industries will feel the adverse impact of these 
regulations. Many of these worlccrs are union memb,:rs. 

We are also concerned that enforcing these rcgulation:s will force the FDA to stretch its 
already limited resources and deny the American public the critical services for which it 
was created. 

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of professional 
motorspons and other sponing evems. This not only would deny men and women 
around the country these popular recreational a.ctiviti~•. but also lead to the loss of jobs 
associaltd with putting on these events. 

Again, the problem of t.ccn smoking warrants serious aaention. But rqulating away 
thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it Government should encourage 
employment, not desttoy it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at dcs1roying an American industry and 
all the jobs direcdy and indirc:ctly associated with it. 

Sincerely, 

·~~....._;~~· < \. 
JOhn Blom est ; 

·-~iness R . !':-· 
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Aobelt v. Mctand 
lreemellOnal Voce President 

'· 
Dnc:u, UFCw R8giOrt 7 • Nottnwes1ern 
130 Mor Buildng 
1821•114U'IA~. SE. 
Boll!M'9 WA Q8004 
(208) 492-8314 F~ (206145~941 

October 25, 199S 

Dockets Mimagemeoc Branch (HFA-305) 
Food &. Drug Administration 
Room 1-23 
J 2420 Parklawn Drive 
Roclcville, Maryland 20857 

Re: 95N-02SJ (Regulations Restricting the Sale & Distribution of Cigarc1tes & 
Smokeless Tobacco Products) 

I aan writing in opposition to the proposed regularion that would grant broad authority to 
the FDA to regulate tobacco products. 

Although the proposed rules arc designed to prevent teen sm·oking, they will also have 
a dcvastnting effect on the unionized work force wirhin the tobacco industry. Mr. Frank 
Hun, President of the Balccry, Confectionery & Tobacco Workers International Union, 

, estin1a1es that at least 10,000 union jobi could be lost as a ~iult of th~_proposed rules. 
ln addition, related jobs which are indirectly dependent upon legal tobacco safes will be 
lost. The FDA estimates that the proposed rules would cost r1~tailcr;t and manufacturers 
$26-$39 million in one-time costs and annual operating costs of approximately S227 
million. Such ctists to retailers could result in a loss of jobs for UFCW members who 
work in retail outlets which currently sell tobacco producu. 

The issue of teeq smoking and restricting acccS$ to m~nors ii currently being addressed 
at the s1ace level~ Washingtoa State has a law in place, and the: Washington Stale Uquor 
Control Board is. respon_sible for enforcing that law. Our members who work in retail 
arc currtndy subject to strong penalties for illegal sale of tobacco products lo minors. 
UFCW hu supponed reasonable and fair laws which are desiy,ned to curb illegal sale of 
tobacco products. to minors. However, we are opposed to rules which would possibly 
eliminnte tobac:cO sales in retail outlets. 

Ullllld Foed I ca---.. Warbf'I 
~U-..AA.~•CLc 
17711CS11Nt,NW 
'~DC ZOOOf.1591 
(IOlt ln-3111 FAX (2mJ 4111-151:2 

J. 
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Food & Drug Administration - 2 - October 2S, l 99S 

Thr. prn(1('14it'~ ttgulationi.ao well bayond ti.~ problca~ uf 1.c:cms;~e smoking and wiH result 
in the loss of thousand.I of family wage jobs. We urge you tu reject 9SN~3. 

Sinc.crcly, 

~~V~a-L 
Robert V. Morand 
International Vice President 
and Director, UFCW Region 7 - NW 

~VM:wld 
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Hotel Employees, Restaurant Employees Union 
LOCAL No. 57 

Affiliated whit lh H. & A. I. & 1.1.V. - AA.00 and ALUCiHENY COUNTY LAIOll COUNCll ~nd ~ENNSYLVANIA AfL·CO 

GENERAL OFRaRS 

LOUIS SANALIPl'O. Pr9licSMll 
ARTHUR TATANGEl.O, El&. vlc:a Pretldtlnl 

NMCV ROSS. seawtav•TleCJ11.111t 
!DWAAD ~.~Organizer 

433 Fon Pitt Bcul~vard 
First Floor 

PITTSBURGH. PA 15219 

Bu.s. 1412.l 208-9500 
Fax 14121281-4370 

~12 

Oocket~ Man~~e.~en~ Branen (B!'A-305) 
Food and Drug Adm.inietration, Room l-23 
12420 Parkla.wn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20857 

RE: 95N-0253 

BUSINESS r.EP!<ESEMAnves 
GEORGI 110$$ 

DAllllEL BROWN 

HEALTH I P€NSION ?HONE 
ll.12) 281-0357 

Octob1er 2 6, 1995 

(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of 
Cigarettes and Tobacco Products} 

On behalf of H.E.R.E. Local t57, I am writing to express our 
opposition to tha Food and Drug Administration's proposed 
reguloations on tobacco products. Controllinq sales of tobacco 
products ta minors . is an iinportant issue. BowE1ver, we believe FDA 
regulation is the wrong approach. 

The prcposeQ regulations, tak~n in their entuety ,. will certainly 
lead to much ~ore severe controls on the use of tobacco products by 
adults, This would have a devastating impact ·On - the tobacco 
industry, Thi& industry is highly unionized and offers workers 
high wa.qea and exten11ive benefits the job:J c>f thousands of our 
union brothers and sisters working in the indu11try are jeopardized 
by FDA re911lation. Many of these workers are W'1Jmen and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from such restrictions would 90 111ucb 
further. Hot only will tbouaands of jobs diructly related to the 
tobacco industry be lost, 110 will tens cf thousands ot other jobs 
around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
industry. 

Workers involved ina tranapor-cing tobacco products, providing 
supplies such as paper, cardboard inka ;ind machinery, the 
hcspital.ity indu.try, retail ••la11 auch a• groicery and convenience 
stores and countless ether induatriea will feel tha adverse impact 
of the1e regulation a. Many of these workers ;ire union members. ...g ... ..., 
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We are a.1110 concerned that enforcinq these re~rulations will force 
the FDA to &tretch its already limited resc:1urces and deny the 
American public the critical services for whic:h it wae created. 

Fin.ally, the proposed regulations wo\lld ser:Lously th?: eaten the 
viability of professional motoraports and oth:er sportinq events. 
This not only would deny men and women around the country these 
popular recreational activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs 
associated with puttinq on these events. 

Again, the problem of teen amokinq warrants serious attention. But 
requlatinq away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. 
Government should encourage employment, not destroy it. The 
proposed requlations now before the FDA qo well beyond curbing 
teerui.qe &'ID('lkinCJ and are aimed at destroyinq iUl Amaricilil i.ndu~try 
and all the jobs directly and indirectly assoc:iated wi~h it. 

Sincerely, 

~~?~ 
Secretary-Treasurer 

.a ... 
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• AR.-00, CLC 

T°RANSPORTATION•COMMUNICATIONS 
INTERNATIONAL UNION 

Dockets Managamam Branch IHFA-3051 
Food and Orug Administration, Room 1-23 
12420 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20867 

GARY M. FALEY 
MicltigOll Stoto legis/olM: 0.n:cJO< 

November 2. 1995 

Re: 95N-0253 (Regulations Restricting Sale and Distribution of 1:igarnttes and Tobacco 
Products) 

I am writing on behalf of our members in Michigan to expra:ss our concerns regaroing the 
regulations on tcibacco products which are being proposed by the FDA. First, lat ma state that I am 
writing on behalf of Michigan's TCU members, most of whom are employed in the railway 
transportation industry. We understand and share your concern to control the sale of tobacco to 
minars, however wa believe that the proposed regulations are designed ill tha first step toward 
much more prohibitive control of the use of tobacco by adults. Tha1t would be an action which we 
very much oppose. 

Such controls an tobacco products would not only destroy 1;his industry in tha U.S. and 
cause the loss of thousands of union jobs, but would also cost the 1iobs of thousands of workers in 
the industries that provide supplies and services to the tobacco tndusuy. This industry affects the 
manufacturers and suppliers of paper, cellophane, cardboard and other packaging materials as wall. 
Each of these products has something in common - they are often shipped by rail and are soma of 
the products that help keep TCU members employed. 

Something else proposed by the FDA that concerns our mernbers is the proposed prohibition 
of cigarette and tobacco firms sponsoring motorsports and other pmfessional sporting events, 
activities that many of our members and their families enjoy. Having the FDA, in effect, control 
what recreational activities people can enjoy is truly stretching the role t~1at our government had 
when establishing this agency. 

Michigan, like most states also regulates certain aspects of the advertising, sales and 
distribution of these legal products. Adding another layer of regulation on top of this while at tho 
same time destroying thousands of American 1obs simply makes no sense:. 

Ple11e know that our memb8f"s realize that smoking by unde:rage individuals is a problem 
that deserves serious attention. However, the proposed regulations before the FDA go well beyond 
dealing with the problem of teenage smoking. These regulations could destroy an American 
indusuy and aU the joba directly and indirectly associated with it. We fHl the FOA should instead 
concenuate its limited resources on performing the critical services for which it was created. 

• 

Respectfully. 

·-,L'1-~ /Jz . ;l.e_, 
. GaryM.Zv / 

Michigan State Legislative Director 

6324 Co/kins Road• Flinr, Michigan 48532 • (313) 733-7256 
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-3051 
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1 -23 
12420 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, MO 20851 

October 28, t 995 

Re: 95N-0253 (Regulations Restricting Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes and 
Tobacco Products) 

On b_ehalf ot the members of Sheet Metal Workers Local No. 7, I am writing 
to express our opposition to the FDA's proposed regulations on tobacco products. 
While we believe that it is important to control the sale ot tobacco ta minors, we 
nonetheless believe that these proposed regulations are, in fact.. intended as the 
first step toward placing severe controls on the use of tobc:1cco by adults -- an 
action which we very adamantly oppose. 

Severe controls on these legal tobacco products would destroy this industry 
in the U.S. and cause the loss of many thousands of jobs that pay high wages and 
benefits to our union brothers and sisters. We are further 1:oncerned that many of 
the affected workers are women and minorities who woulcl have difficulty finding 
jobs in their communities paying comparable wages. 

These restrictions would also cost the jobs of thousands of workers in our 
nation in those industries that provide supplies and service:s to the tobacco industry 
such as truck drivers, store clerks and many others. In addition, people in many 
other industries will also feel the adverse impact of these regulations as they feel 
the impact of fewer dollars being spent in our economy. It is an indisputable fact 
that people with no income spend no money on the goods of services that others 
produce. Obviously, many of the workers who will be adversely affected by a 
stalling economy are union members, too. 

Another aspect of the proposed FDA regulations that concerns our memb~rs, 
is the prohibition of cigarette and tobacco firms to sponsor motorsports and other 
professional sporting events. Our members work hard, pay high taxes and deserve 
to choose for themselves what recreational activities they prefer while enjoying 
some well deserved recreation time with their families. Re1gulating who may, or 
may not, sponsor these activities run counter to traditional: American values which 
stress our freedom of choice. This is not to minimize our concern for the loss of 
the jobs associated with these events as well. 
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In closing, our members know that smoking by underage individuals is a 
problem that warrants serious attention. However, we are also aware that, like 
Michigan, every state in the nation has laws, regulations, taxes and programs in 
place that are designed to discourage and control the sale c1f tobacco products to 
minors. 

Many states, including Michigan, also regulate the advertising and other 
aspects of the sales and distribution of these legal product~;. Consequently, the 
idea of eliminating thousands of American jobs through even more regulation strikes 
us as especially absurd. 

Our government should be taking action to create jobs. not lose them. The 
proposed regulations before the FDA go well beyond dealing with the problem of 
teenage smoking - these regulations are really intended to destroy an American 
industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with iic. The FDA should 
instead concentrate its limited resources on performing the critical services for 
which it was created. 

Respectfully, 

Ronald C. Bunker 
Business Agent 

.a -..,, -UI 
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October 27, 1995 

Dockets Manaqement Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration, Room I-23 
12420 Parklawn Dr. 
Rockville, MD 20857 

RE: 95N-0253 (Requlations Restrictinq the Sale and Distribution 
of Ciqarettes and Tobacco Products} 

On behalf of tile Laborers' I:iternational tJnioD.-Local #353. I am writinq to 
express our opposition to the Food and Drug Administration's proposed requlations 
on tobacco products. Controlling sales of tobacco products to minors is an 
important issue. However, we believe FDA requlati.on is the wrong approach. 

The proposed regulations ta.ken in their entirety, will certainly lead to much 
more severe controls on the use of tobacco product.s by adults. This would have a 
devastatinq iJlltlact on the tobacco industry. TkLiS i:idustry is highly •inionized 
and offers workers hi;h wa;es and extensive benef:i ts. The jobs of thousands of 
our union brothers and sisters workinq in the industry are jeopardized br FDA 
requlation. Many of these workers are women and nrinorities. 

But the econ0111ic fallout from such restrictions 11ould qo much further. Not only 
will thousands of jobs directly related to the tclbacco industry be lost, so will 
tens of thousands of other jobs around the countr~r which are i~directly dependent 
on the tobacco industry. 

~orkers involved in: transporting tobacco produci:s, providing supplies such as 
paper. cardboard, inks and machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such 
as qrocerr and convenience stores and countles:; other industries will feel the 
adverse impact of these ::equlations. Many of the:se workers are union members. 

Ne are also concerned that enforcing these regul.ations ~ill force 
stretch. its already limited resources and deny the American public 
services for which it was created. 

the FDA to 
the critical 

Finally, the proposed regulations would seriously threaten the viability of 
professional motorsports and other sportinq events. This not only would deny men 
and women around the country these popular recreational activities, but also lead 
to the loss of jobs associated with puttin; on these events. 

Aqain. the problem of teen smoking warrants serious attention:· But regulating 
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do it. Government should 
encourage employment, not destroy it. The proposed requlations now before the 
FDA qo well beyond curbinq teenage smoking and. are aimed at destroying an 
American industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. 

Sin ~rel~ 

. --- ..:::----­- ~ 
. ..,, teve Piper 

Business Hanaqer 
91715361 



LABORERS' INTERNATIONJ~L UNION 
OF NORTH AMEAIC:A i 

~· 

LOCAL 1140 l 
1821 Callfomla Street• Omaha, NE 68102 

402-342·7878 • FAX 402-342-ia74! 
' ' 

Dockets Manaqament Branch (Hl'A) Oct. 26, 1 95 
Food and Drug Ac!miniatration, Room 1-23 
12420 Parklawn Dr. 
aockville, Md. 20857 

RE: 95N·0253 
i 
I 

On behalf of Laborers Local 11140, Omaha, Nebraslca,iI am writin9 
to axpre11 our oppoaition to the Food and Drug Ac:lm1n1atrat1on'a 
propoaad %'8CJulationa on tobacco products. Contro.Llihq aalea 
of tobacco products to minor• i• an important ia11ue~ However, 
we believe FDA r99ulation ia the wrong approach. I 
The propoaad. raqulationa, taken in their entirat:r, will certainly 
lead to much more aavere controls on the uae of ~obacco producta 
by adulta. 'l'hia would have a devastating impact 1:>n the tobacco 
induatry. 'l'hia industry ia highly unionized and 1:>ffara workers 
hiqh wa9e1 and extensive benetita. The joba of t:ti.ouaands ot 
our union brother• and sisters .,,,orl<ing in the in1~uat.ry are 
jeopardized by FDA raqulation. Many of thaaa vor:ltara are woman 
and minor1t1H. i 
But tbe ec:ol101ftic fallout from such restrictions ·~ould 90 much 
further. Not only will thouaands of joba directly related to 
the tobacco indu1try be loat, so will tens of th1ouamnda of other 
job• around the country which ara indirectly dependent on the 
tobacco induatry. I 
Workara involved in tran1portin9 tobacco products, prov1dinq 
auppli•• 1uch •• paper, cardboard, inks and machine~, the 
hospitality industry, retail Sales SUCh Al grocery and 
convenience stores and countless other induatriaa will teal 
the adverae impact of thaae raqulationa. Many of thm•• workers 
are union me11bera. I 
We are al10 concerned that enforcinq these requlationa will 
force the FDA to 1tretch its already limited raaourcea and deny 
the Alaerican public the critical service• fro which! it was 
created. I 
Pinally, thwe proposed regulation• would seriously ~reaten 
the viability of pZ"Otaaaional motoraporta and otha~ 1portinq 
events. 'l'hia not only would deny man and woman around the country 
~h••• popular recreational activities, but al•o lead to the 



Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants aeriou~ attention. 
But regulating away thou1anda of American joba ia ~ct the way 
to do it. Government should encourage e11ploymant, !not destroy 
it. The proposed regulations now before the FDA go well beyond 
curbing teenage amokinq and are aimed at daatroyin~ an American 
induatry and all the job• directly and indirectly a:uociated 
with it. 

s~:~~:::.JIW/ 
/~unda.rman 

Buaineaa Manaqer/Fin. sec.-Treasurer 
Laborer• Local 11140 
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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration, Room I-23 
12420 ParkJ.awn Or. 
Rockville, MD 20857 

RE: 95N-0253 

Wllllam G. Gertlard 
Bu11n1a Mana;w1Secnllart'-Trea&nr 

AFFIUATED LOCAL UNIONS 

LOCAL N9. llS L0CAJ. .. 
2~ios Tama llaildia1 llM Mam St. 
BariialloL IA !IZl!Gl 1Ju1u1u1. IA ~1 

LOCAL Na. 5U LOCAi. N .. 1 ttl 
1111 N. c;,_ St. 1a1 Califmma SL Sw 20: 

Olbam-. lh 51501 Omall&. s.or..a 11102 

LOCAL Na. JUI 
105 5. ClJl&Oa SI. 

Iowa Qty, L\ 5Uta 

(Requlations Restrictinq the Sale and Distribution of 
Ciqarettes and Tobacco Products) 

on behalf of the Iowa Laborers' District council, I am writinq to 
express our opposition to the Food and Druq Administration's 
proposed requlations on tobacco products. Controlling sales of 
tobacco products to minors is an important issue. However, we 
believe FDA requlation is the wronq approach. 

The proposs.:. requlations, taken in their ent.irety, will certainly 
lead to much more severe controls on the use of. tobacco products 
by adults. This would have a devastatinq impact on the tobacco 
industry. This industry is hiqhly unioniz1!d and offers workers 
high wages and exten3ive benefits. The jobs of thousands of our 
union brothers and sisters workinq in the in<iustry are jeopardized 
by FDA requlation. Many of these workers are women and minorities. 

But the economic fallout from sucb restrictions would 90 much 
further. Not only will thousands of jobs d.i.rectly related to the 
tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of tllousands of other jobs 
around the country which are indirectly dependent on the tobacco 
industry. 

Workers involved in: transportinq tobacce> products, providinq 
supplies such as paper, cardboard, inks. and machinery, the 
hospitality industry, retail sales such as grocery and convenience 
stores and countless other industries will f'eel the adverse impact 
of these requlations. Many of these workers are union members. 

We are also concerned that enforcing these regulations will force 
the FDA to stretch its already limited resources and deny the 
American public the critical services for which it was created. 
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Again, the problem of teen smoking warrants serious a~tention. But 
regulating away thousands of American jobs is nc>t the way to do it. 
GOvernment should encourage employment, not destroy it. The 
proposed regulations now before the FDA go '#ell beyond curbing 
teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry 
and all the jobs dir ly and indirectly associated with it. 

s 

Wi.lli 
Business ager 
Secretary/Treasurer 
IOWA LABORERS' DISTRICT COUNCIL 

WGG/jm 
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DocJcata llanaq-nt Branch {DA-305) 
Food and Druq Adainistration, Room 1-23 
12420 Parltlavn Drive 
Rockville, Maryland 20857 

:U:: 9511-02!53 

SCOTT IAYLO". EJllCUTM llOAllO. ()ISTAICT I 

DICK Pf'TE"•MITH. O!CUTIVI llOA<'ll · 111STllCT D 

"ON FRENCH • U[CUTlll' IO~AO . OISTllllCT" 

(Requlation• Raatrictinq the Sale and oiatribution cf 
Ci9aratta• and Tobacco Products) 

on behalf ot the 1nternation·a1 Union of OparatinCJ Engineers, Local 
234, I ma writing to express our opposition to the FoOd and Drug 
Adllliniatration'a proposed requlationa on tobacco products. 
controllinq aalea of tobacco products to minors in an important 
issue. However, ve believe l'DA regulation ia the wrong approach. 

Tbe propoaed reC)Ulationa, taken 1n their entirety, will certainly 
lead to much 110re aevere controls on tbe use c)t tobacco products by 
adult•. Thia would bave a devaatatinq .Uapact on the tobacco 
industry. Thia industry i• hiqhly u.nioniznd and ott•r• worker• 
hi9b wa9aa ad extenaive benefita. Th• job•• ot thouaands at our 
union brothers and aiaters worJcinq in t.ba inc\uatry are jeopardized 
by FDA regulation. Many of these worken are woaen and 11inori ties. 

But th• econe11ie fallout from •uch restriction• would qo much 
further. Not only will thousand• of jobs dj,recrt.ly related to th• 
toklacco industry dependent on the tobacco irLduatry. 

Workers involved in tranaportincJ tobacco product•, provic!inq 
auppli•• auch a• paper, cardboard, inka and macl'linary, the 
hospitality industry, retail Nl•• auc:h •• 9:rocery and c:onvenianca 
etoru and countl••• other induatri•• will l~•e the advar•• impact 
or th••• reC)\llationa. Many of th••• vorker11 are union aemoera. 
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We are al•o concerned that •ntorcin9 these r•·CJUlmtions will rorce 
the FDA to stretch it. already limited rea1:>urcea and deny th• 
American public the critical ••rvic•• tor which it wa• created. 

rinally, the prcpo•*1 requlationa would aeriouuly thraaten 'the 
via~ility of prot•••ional motor•ports and other sporting even~•· 
Thia not only would deny aen and women arour14 the country th••• 
popular recreational activitiaa. but also lead ta he loss of jobs 
aaaociated with puttinq on th••• evont•. 

Aqain, the problem ot teen s110Jtin9 warrants &el~ious attention. But 
requlatincJ avay thou•anda ct Allarican job• is irtot the way to de it. 
Government should encoura9e employment, not~ destroy it. The 
proposed regulations now before the FDA 90 well beyond curt>inq 
teenaqe ••akinq and are aimed at deatroyinq illn American induat:ry 
and all the jobs directly and indirectly asao·ciated with it. 

Sincerely, 

dk~ 
L.V. Hersh 
Buain••• Mana9er, 
Financial Secn.tary 
LVH/td 
cc; rile 



DocketS Management Branch (HF A-305) 
Food and Drug Administration. Room I-23 
12420 Parldawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20857 

RE: 95N-0253 

AFSCJME Local #35 
4320 NW 2nd Avenue 
Des Mciines. IA 50313 

(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes and Tobacco Products) 

On behalf of AFSCME Local 35, I am writing to express our opposition to the regulations on 
tobacco products proposed by the Food and Drug Administration. We strongly believe in the 
control of sales of tobacco to minors. However, we believe the proposed FDA regulation is the 
wrong approach to addressing the issue. 

Taken in their entirety, the proposed regulations w111 certainly lead to much stricter controls on 
adult use of tobacco productS. Such restrictions would have a d~:taring impact on the tobacco 
industry. The tobacco industry is highly unionized and offers worke1~ high wages and 
comprehensive benefits. Thousands of jobs held by our union brottM~rs and sisters are jeopardized 
by FDA regulation. This would disproportionately affect women and minorities, who represent a 
high proportion of the workers in the industry. 

The economic fallout fi"om stricter controls wm go even further, though. Not only will jobs 
within the industry be lost, but tens of thousands of jobs that are indirectly dependent on tobacco 
will also be threatened. This includes workers who transport the prc1ducts. provide supplies such 
as machinery, paper, cardboard and inks. provide retail services at grocery and convenience stores 
and countless other industries. Many of the employees of these depe:ndent inciustries are also 
union members. 

We are also concerned that enforcing limits on tobacco sales will force the FDA to stretch its 
already limited resources, and it could negatively impact the many other critical services for which 
the FDA was creaied-services the American people depend on. 

Finally, the proposed regulations would threaten the viability of prot~sional motor sport and 
other sponing evems. Not only would this deny women and men arc:rund the country a popular 
recreational activity, but it would lead to the loss of the many jobs associated with putting on the 
events. 

To reiterate, the problem of teen smoking is urgent and requires scri1:rus attention. But regulating 
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do so. Government should encourage 
employment, not threaten and destroy it. The regulations now propc:ised before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and all the 
jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. · 

Sincerely, ~ 
iAhnf -
/%~~I :p/1_ I 

'O -



Dockets Management Branch (HF A-305) 
Food and DiJg Administration, Room I-23 
12420 Parldawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20857 

RE: 95N-02S3 

AFSCME Local #1868 
4320 NW 2nd Avenue 
Des Moines. IA 50313 

(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarett1:s and Tobacco Products) 

On behalf of AFSCME Local 1868, I am writing to express our oppc,sition to the regulations on 
tobacco products proposed by the Food and Drug Administration. We strongly bdieve in the 
control of sales of tobacco to minors. However, we bdieve the proposed fDA regulation is the 
wrong approach to addressing the issue. 

-
Taken in thar entirety, the proposed regulations will certainly lead to much stricter controls on 
adult use of tobacco producu. Such restrictions would have a devasrating impact on the tobacco 
industry. The tobacco industry is highly unionized and offers workers high wages and 
comprehensive benefits. Thousands of jobs held by our union brothers and sisters are jeopardized 
by FDA regulation. This would disproportionately affect women and minorities, who represent a 
high proportion of the workers in the industry. 

The economic fallout from stricter controls will go even further. though. Not only will jobs 
within the industry be lost. but tens of thousands of jobs that are indirectly dependent on tobacco 
will also be threatened. This includes workers who transport the products. provide supplies such 
as machinery, paper. cardboard and inks. provide retail services at grncery and convenience stores 
and countless other industries. ~any of the employees of these dependent industries are also 
union members. 

We are also concerned that enforcing limits on tobacco sales will fon:e the FDA to stretch its 
already limited resources, and it could negatively impact the many other critical services for which 
the FDA was created-services the American people depend on. 

Finally, the proposed regulations would threaten the viability of profossional motor sport and 
other sporting events. Not only would this deny women and men arnund the country a popular 
recreational activity, but it would lead to the loss of the many jobs associated with putting on the 
events. 

To reiterate, the problem of teen smoking is urgent and requires sericlUs attention. But regulating 
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do so. Government should encourage 
employment, not threaten and destroy it. The regulations now propc>sed before the FD A go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an Am:rica111 industry and all the 
jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. 

Sincerely, 

(J-~~~- ~i'e-51~deLA'tl 



Dockets Management Branch (HF A-305) 
Food and Drug Administration. Room I-23 
12420 Parldawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20851 

RE: 95N-0253 

AFSCME Local #1185 
4320 N\\' 2nd Avenue 
Des Moines, L\ 503 13 

(Regulations Restricting the Sale and Distribution of Cigarettes and Tobacco Products) 

On behalf of AFSCME Local 1 I 85. I am writing to express our opposition to the regulations on 
tobacco produas proposed by the Food and Drug Administration. We strongly believe in the 
control of sales of tobacco to minors. However, we believe the propc,sed FDA regulation is the 
wrong approach to addressing the issue. 

Taken in their entirety, the proposed regulations will certainly lead to much stricter controls on 
adult use of tobacco products. Such restrictions would have a devastilting impact on the tobacco 
industry. The tobacco industry is highly unionized and offers workers high wages and 
comprehensive benefits. Thousands of jobs held by our union brothers and sisters are jeopardized 
by FDA regulation. This would disproportionately affect women and minorities, who represent a 
high proportion of the workers in the industry. 

The economic fallout from stricter controls will go even further, though. Not only will jobs 
within the industry be lost, but tens of thousands of jobs that are indin:ctly dependent on tobacco 
will also be threatened. This includes workers who transport the products, provide supplies such 
as machinery, paper. cardboard and inks. provide retail services at grocery and convenience stores 
an-:' countless other industries. Many of the employees of these dependent ·industries are also 
union members. 

We are also concerned that enforcing limitS on tobacco sales will forc1: the FDA to stretch its 
already limited resources, and it could negatively impact the many other critical services for which 
the FDA was created-services the American people depend on. 

Finally, the proposed regulations would threaten the viability of profe:>sional motor sport and 
other sporting events. Not only would this deny women and men aro1Jnd the country a popular 
recreational activity, but it would lead to the loss of the many jobs associated with putting on the 
events. 

To reiterate, the problem of teen smoking is urgent and requires serious attention, But regulating 
away thousands of American jobs is not the way to do so. Government should encourage 
employment, not threaten and destroy it. The regulations now propo:;ed before the FDA go well 
beyond curbing teenage smoking and are aimed at destroying an American industry and all the 
jobs directly and indirectly associated with it. 

Sincerely, 

t .p u. .. ._ /1v111_ - L "') : . 
VJjJQ{J(LUK/-)L-~'f:~iLC 

-0 ... .... -UI 
t.J ..., 
0 



Pi'asident 
ANTl1Ct(f V. OTT~E 

"'°""'°'9Sldenf 
EDMUND 11 DAV1S 

!.ecrelOl'f"Tleasurer 
CMMEN aAATOLOMEO 

~slrless f4Qerrf 
JIM BRCMN 

Rac:adl"IQ Secretorv 
mc:MAAO CONROY 

SCHOOL EMPLOYEES LOCA1 NO. 120·t 

2026 CHANCal.OR smeET • PHll.ADElPHIA PENNSYLVANIA 19103 
~ ._., - PN~ CtAlldl AA.a:>.~ M.-00 

Ncvember 1, 1995 

Dockets Management Branen (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration, Room l.-23 
12420 Parklawn Dr. 
Rockville, MD 20SS7 

RE: 95N-023 
(Regulations Restrictinq the Sala and Distribution 

of Ciqarettes and Tobacco Products) 

on behalf of the National Conference of Fireman and 
Oilers Local 1201, I am writing to express our opposition 
to the Food and Druq Ac1minis.tration • s proposed 
regulations on tobacco products to minors is and 
important issue. However, we believe FDA raqulation is 
the wrong approach. 

The proposed regulations, taken in their entirety, will 
certainly lead to much more severe c,:>ntrols on the use of 
tobacco products by adults. '.L'his would have a 
devastatinq impact on the tobacc:o industry. This 
industry is highly unionized and oftora workers high 
wages and extensive benefits. Th• jobs of thousands of 
our union brothers and sisters wor:ltingr in the industry. 
are jeopardized by FDA raqulation. ['{any ot these workers 
are women and minorities. 

But the economic tallout from such l~estrictions would go 
111Uch further. Not only will thous21nds of jobs directly 
related to the tobacco industry be lost, so will tens of 
thousands of other jobs around tl'Le country which are 
indirectly dependent on the tobacce> industry. 

Workers involved in: transportinq tobacco products, 
providinq supplies such as paper, cardboard, inks and 
machinery, the hospitality industry, retail sales such as 
grocery and convenience stores and countless other 
industries will feel the adirer:sa impact of thesa 
requlations. Many of these worker:s are union members. 

-0 .... 
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We are also concerned thet enforciz:Lq these regulations 
will force the FDA to stretch its already limited 
resources and deny tha American pUblic the critical 
services for which it waa created. 

Finally / the proposed requlatiori.s vould seriously 
threaten the viability of professic1nal motorsports and 
other sportinq events. This not only wc1uld deny man and 
women around the country these popular recreational 
activities, but also lead to the loss of jobs associated 
with puttinq on these events. 

Aqain the problem ot teen smoJtirLq warrants serious 
attention. But ragulatinq away tl'l.ousands ot American 
jobs i~ not the way to do it. Government should 
encauraqa employment, not destroy it. The proposed 
·regulations now before the FDA go well beyond curbinq 
teenage smoking and are aimed at de:stroyinq an American 
industry and all the jobs directly and indirectly 
associated with it. 

sincerely, 

~V.0-~/-Fs 
~t~ony -v. gttobre 
President 
Local 1201 

AVO/fs 
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October 18, 1~95 

Dockets Management Branch (HFA - 305) 
food and Drug Administration Room 1 - 23 
12420 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville. MD 20857 

From: John F. Whitacre, Jr. 
BC&T Local 2-T Sec/treas. 
Swisher International Inc. 
Wheeling, West Virginia 
54500 National Road 
Bridgeport, Ohio 43912 

As a member of the tobacco industry, I f~el obligated to 
register my objections to the proposed FDA regulations re­
garding tobacco produc:s. 

I am also a user of tobacco products and am angered at 
your interference in the industry and my right to enjoy a legal 
product. The government is happy to accept my taxes when I 
purchase tobacco products and the manufacturer's taxes ap­
proaching Sl2 billion a year. This proposed regulation makes no 
sense or "cents". 

The economic contribution of the U.S. tobacco industry is 
dramatic. A 1992 Price-Waterhouse study est~nated that the 
tobacco industry employs directly and indirectly more than 2.2 
million pe~~~e nationwide. Federal state and municipal excise 
taxes on t 0 bacco products totaled more than 12.2 billion in 1994. 
and well over Sl4 billion when sales taxes on these products are 
included. FDA regulation is intended to reduce tobacco consump­
tion and will lead to fewer sales of tobacco and thereby, 
putting ~obacco-related jobz and tax revenues at risk. 

No one in the tobacco industry believes in selling tobacco 
products to minors~ however, efforts to regulate the sale should 
not effect ad1ilts who are simply trying to purchase a legal 
product. 

Tobacco is the target of :he day. Stop pandering to the 
politically correct crowd. Stand up for what you know you should 
support .•• Americans freedom of choice and Americans freedom of 
speech. Stop being hypocritjcal by declaring tobacco, a legal 
product, as the worst problem this nation faces. Deal with the 
true hazards to our lives ... drug•, violence. poverty. 

Please Support ..• 

TOBACCO WORKEF:S AND THEIR FAMILIES 
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Beverly PeP1am 
R.D.2. Box 104 

, Valley Grove W.V~,25060 
Union Local ~2. 

S1dsher !ntnl .. 

10-21-95. 

feel that this is an unlawful act from the F.D.A .. 
e are !UtERICANS, after all. 

•e Voted for qyr rights for freedom of speech and that 

lncludes Smoking, it's our choice to :ive th12 way that we 
ee fit for ourselves .. 

Personnaly do not use any tabacco products but people 
'round me do. 'nd that is o~ with me no sign or other form 'f advertisement would make me a smoker nor would it stop 
~e from doing so if i wanted too. 

l

eople vill do what they want to and for themselves. and 
hey have that right .. WE ARE NOT IN RUSSIA •• 
ussia is ta~ing on new changes in their Goverment. 

'hat will happen is the taking of very much needed JOBS •. 
~t wilrend up hurting our econemy as well as the world, 
ryot just the TOBACCO WORKERS.but PRINTERS, THUCKERS, 
~ARKERS,PLASTICS, CLERKS,and more than a million other 
~eople of the working force who pay your salaries and this 
ountries TAX's .. 

WE ARE THE PEOPLE 
r IM PROUOE TO lu 

ONE OF THE~ •• 
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COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELA Tl~D ACTIVITIES 

WHOLESALE/DISTRIBUTOR AND RETAIL 

Completed Comments 

• Hundreds of wholesale, distributor, ven.:!:.1g and the mnge of retail trade 
organizations and their affiliates filed comments to the docket. See Section D 
for a listing by state. 

• TI member companies sent out information to state and local retail 
organizations, individual retail outlets, distributors, wholesalers, and others. 
For example, a B&W grassroots campaign bas included over 280,000 letters to 
retail accounts, 5,000 letters to retirees; 3,000 to issue-oriented consumers: 
and 1,000 letters to key suppliers. 

• The Smokeless Tobacco Council has sent out ov1~r 10,000 packets of 
material to 19 state-based retail organizations. 

Ongoing 

• Numerous national organizations have been approached and provided with 
assistance to file comments to the FDA docket. Comments are expected from: 

• Food Marketing Institute 
• National Grocers' Association 
• Grocery Manufacturers' Association 
• International Mass Retail Association 
• Truck Stop Operators 
• American Wholesale Marketers Association 
• Retail Tobacco Dealers of America 
• Amusement and Music Operators Association 
• National Autqmatic Merchandising Association 
• National Association of Restaurants 
• National Licensed Beverage Association 
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ASsa;iaaaft ot OREGON ~OD INDUSTRIES Inc. 
P.O. b 128-47' • Salem. Cl'.' !>7309 • (!503) 363-3798, Toll .Free ~-800-824-1&02, Fax (503) 363-543:3 

Oocbt ~ mi 9SN..Q'l53J 
.Dacbt Mzaaaanam Blanch (BFA-30S) 
Food & Dma Admmim;rtjnn, R.cout I-23 
JlQ) Paddawa Olive 

October 2:3, lm 

&ckrillc. Mmylmd 1D8ST 

Re; ~I Rcsz:icdng :i1f.. Sala md Distrilmticl1: gf Cigarettes and ~mckclc:s.1 
Toblcco Products to Protect Qfldrm mi Adolcsccrts 

0a be!iaJf af the Assc:riarinn of O!°..:gon Focd 1Mst"1Ties, 1: aifet the fcllo'MZg COIIJIIl"Tlts 

iegudia; tho pmpgscd ~ans a.s pmt.::d ~ tb9 Fodc:lal RePc'Cf c:= August 11, 1995~'21 CFR 
Put SCll. et aL). 

Ma si;niticant 1cptmtlltiTC for Ort:ps retail~ mmz:wmity, the As!ociarion of 
Oregan .Focd Iadustrics srrongly oppa.se:.s i.i1r 1xoposed regnlmioi:is. 'Ih:: A wria:ticm of On:gon 
Food Imlmtties urges i:e Food &: Dmg Acru.~ to fomuilly c6scanzimJe its ~ 
pmet!SS m rcprd IO these proposed ;:cgubtioc:i:. 

., 
;.. 

FDA LACKS JURlSD«:rn··•: !°>VR TOBA.CCO l'RODUCT5 

Tb: Facd 8' Drug Admammtioa ~-~.; r10t have appxcipriate jarisdiction to tegulzte 
tobaGICO ~ Amhcnity to nr.ilm tti:.f\liro ~ has been c:qires:sl.y rcs:r:IJ'Cd by 
Qmgi:=s. la tho abscsce of specific Con~oaal ac:tian. 1he agmcy (FDA) does llOC posses.t 
ap~ iMlfhority tD promulgiM the ~ ~- l11 reptd to this Us=, it shoold 
be DCDd dm 0:mpss has caisiszemly Iejectt.rl preposaJs &X3111ing FDA authority to regalate 
lDbla:o ptodllcts. This demnnsmr•s that FDA iada tile julis;:fh:tim aver tcb&:co prcx1ucts 
Rquizal tD prorm&1oie b ~ regu1aticm. 

-. ·:-



I 

Tl is 11so n:adily appmm mar llObac:co ~ arr: ncilm food nar drug pmducts and 
thae!me exempt from the recufatmy pamew of die Food aBd Dmg ~specifically 
m idalicD to pm'lisians of the Pedml Feed. Dru1r and Cnsmeric: Ar:1.. MamD:tmm of TDbacco 
ba.9e n~ claimed sacll. ~ srve any xaedk:al « thcrapciJCic pnpcs:. dms the attempt oi 
the PDA to replatc ~ prciducts at mcdicaI ~ccs ls llllq\Jl!Stiooably without merit. 

I 

II. 
VIDLA'llOl'f or mtsT D!BNDIGM' P!l01D:'11CNS 

As dmiJt4 ill SU~ {a) ol Sec:dm1 891.32.. the prt:posee ruU:,, would limit certain 
.tval:Dina to tba me af"b~k tc:a:t ca a. white~ 1his pcovisirn tt\HE mis a baS bm 
oa tobla:o aivedisin: and clarty ~ plOCleM:iam ot tree speech mider the F'ast Ammdmc:tzt. 
The. U.S. Supreme: c.ourr has ttldititmhy ~ a Dload mtcrpOUicn of the pro,mim of 
the Rm~ 'Ihe proposed ragnlatfons, as they peium to adva'tisiDg n:sa:ictiom. 
cbrty are ~ l'O the n!itinnal posmon rakm by die Supiane Qimt. 

Further, die ~ ad~ ~ ectmBdict C:>Qgre.aigml action. We 
imdastmd through explicit ~ actioa. the Pedeal Tnde Comnrission has be=:. 
pmvided juzisdicrion over ail advcttisini. mrJndmg tobacco adveztisi:ag. 'the piopaci 
n:ptarinns cca:fiic:t with this ~ ac:tim:. 

The pdmiay ft:SpOllSibi.li:ty of the Food Ind Diug Admii:zisUa.:iar:l remaim the proucti.xt 
of the mtioa's tbod 322d drug supplies. In tlle event FDA pti:sucs the re,11!lmaa a! tobacc:o 
products, ether FDA n:spansibilitia such a,, lb& appioval of esscm:i.ll :ng am medical devices., 
wt11 be IUadeied due to limited fimncia.I res:>urces ~ mm fedaal bJd&et =s. 11 ~ 
be sped6cally Datl:d. tbe FDA is currmdy faced. with snhnmia\ bacldo1 of appllcatioos 
~ appova1 af dn1g:s IOd mcdicaL ~ h is apparo..m the a&m-TS abilicy m 
adequatdy ~ food and drug mppUcs will be dimfnisbed if limited ICSlJWCCS am dfvctm 
far "tobm:o ra~ • 
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IV •. 
~ DmlJJDfS ON UT.uI.Dts 

tbe proposed icauJation c:lemly r~ etcessiw bmdertS flOr these ?eUJlm who chose 
CQ marl= lcbacco picdm:Es. The eJjmin;rtinn of Ill)" type at sdf--savice display wcald force the 
majority or rcraile:cs to n:pasitiozi all roblcco producas ma completely c.."omi lccar:icm withilt their 
sans. A large uumbr of U3baccc retail=s siaJply lac:k the aYlila1~le space to remodel tbi:lr stme:s 
ro c:amply with the pup• ISM ~ 'Illesl! MDlilm will lba:w: t0 diVIX¢imr: all tobacco _ 
sales. W"lth the Joss at tdbaa:o sales, tbese r=iilers \ViD. \IDdoQbc:edly e:x:pedalt'.e ~ in · :""" 
DYtllll1 sales. As the maj,my of rdailct' pocecy operations ~i~ Cl1 ahacty aas:rcw ~. 
the "opased iqubDoa I wcakl amm._bQ- impac:r a sipmcmr number ~ existing rmil 
esblblishmeats. l'n the caSe of CXllhUtic:tsw smtt::s. tbesB prQpoRCl reguJarians will endager their 
vrzy ability to smvive as tobacco sales i r:prescat a latp pcn:emap cf th!!ir ovaall dc:l!ar sales 
~ I 

V. 
SDMMAKY 

The A.ssoc:iad= of Oregan Food Jndns:ries sttemgly eziccmages the PQod and Dnig 
.AdministratiaD to witbdm• the pmpased regulatiom rcgai:ding tcbac:c:o ~c:zs. Ai 
cJcmcmmted by mis aumbet of court cases ~Y 51cd. the pl1~ regul.lti.cms will da Uttie 
mma than. nsnlt in Jeagrhy md costly litipticm. fb::ttic:i- damn.:tin1 from the FDA's pcimmy 
;espaasl"balities. 

O!egoJl'a rdail ocaunmmy contimJes with c:ft'crts to usore tobm:co ptoducts arc l'IQt ina.de 
ava.alable to mi:nm.I. The proposed regW&tion Wfll ~ in. imtold aJStS for ieuilers withoot a 
~ bclc:fu and should be withdrawn. 

On behalf of the ~CD. of 0regcn Food Ind.usaies, 

. ~~J/J:-~ 
• SteYe McCcm 

President 

.a -....., -
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North Carolina 
Agribusiness CouncH, Inc. 

November 17, 1995 

The Dockets Manaqement B:.--:nch ('!ITA-305) 
Docket Nos. 95N-0253 and 95N-0253J 
Food and Drug Administration 
12420 Parltlawn Drive 
RocJcville, MD 20857 

Attn: Dr. Kessler 

Dear Dr. Kessler: 

The NC Aqribusiness council's Board of Directors with 
membership representing approlr::imately 28% of the Gross 
State Product in North caroli.zl.a and 20% of the labor 
force would like to register ciur objections to the 
proposed FDA reqiilations conce:rning tobacco products. 

This is another example of government interfering with 
a successful and legal U.S. b~1Siness. 

The economic contribution of t:he U.S. tobacco industry 
is dramatic. A 1992 Prica Waterhouse study estimated 
that the tobacco industry employs directly and 
indirectly more than 2.2 million people nationwide. 
Federal, state and municipal E!xcise taxes on tobacco 
products totaled more than $1;!. 2 billion 1994, and well 
over $14 billion when sales taxes on those products are 
included. FDA re9'?-lation is 5.ntended to reduce tobacco 
consumption and will lead to j!ewer sales of tobacco 
and, thereby, putting tobacco·· related jobs and tax 
revenues at risk. 

This proposed legislation will have a negative impact 
on the economic life of many c::oJlllllunities, states and in 
fact, our nation. 

Thanks for addressing our concerns about the 
legislation against the tobac·co industry in our state. 

Sincerely yours, 

Paul E. Dew 
Executive Vice President 

PED:bn 

bee: Mr. Gene Ainsworth 
Mr. Jim Burns 
Mr. Winniett Peters 
Mr. Jay Poole 
Mr. Fred Bond 

3701 National Drive, Suite 211, Raleigh. NC: 27612-4854 
TP.lephone: 919-782-4063 I Fax: 919-782-4064 
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November 3, 1995 

Docket Nos. 95N-0253 and 95N-0253J 
Dockets Management Branch (HF A-305) 
Food and Drug Administration 
12420 Parklawn Dr. 
Rockville, MD 20857 

To whom it may concern; 

I am writing in response to the FDA's proposed regulations resttic:ting sale, distribution 
and advertising of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco product:;. The Kansas Lodging 
Association adopted a policy in 1993 statjng tliat me association believes regulation af 
smoking and tobacco produou can best handled by states. Though I understand the issue 
before the FDA does not necessanly concern an individual's right to smoke in public, the 
Kansas Lodging Association has long been concerned with government attempting to 
restrict the use of tobacco products in priv~tely owned businesses. 

The Kansas Lodging Association believes individual hotel and motel operators can best 
determine the needs and wishes of their diverse and unique 1;lientele. As you might 
imagine, the location within a city, room rental rate, size, fa:ilities, policies, ar.d 
amenities all draw guests to a particular hotel or ooteL Fur6.er, many hotels and n:otels 
negotiate contracts for guest rooms with businesses such as heavy contractors, trucking 
companies, railroads and local companies to put up their employees while staying in their 
local vicinity. Hotel owner/operators must be allowed the ci.ght to esublish there own 
policies regarding smoking on there property to negotiate the best mutually beneficial 
contract with area. businesses and meet the ne:ds of their clientele. 

The members of the Kansas Lodging Associations Board of Directors have thoroughly 
discussed the issue of smoking in public places and the right of business owners co 
choose smoking policies on their property. Many have indicated a. need in their 
respective hotels to expand the number of non•smolcing guest roams available to tr.e 
public, while others said "they can't even rent non-smoking guest rooms." 

Though many of the members of the Kansas Lodging Asso1:iatiof}. are non smo!Ccrs, they 
understand the need to allow smoking in their business or they w;·u alienate a large 
portion of their market and likely lose customers and revenue. Earlier this year I mailed 
a survey to the members of the Kansas Lodging Association asking them to answer two 
simple questions: How many guest rooms does your hotel have,. and; how many non­
smoking guest rooms are available to your guests? 97 of 150 members returned the 
survey. The survey respondents show that 41 % of their gu,:st rooms are classified as 
non-smoking. The percentage of non-smoking guest room:s varied from less than 0% to 
near 100%. Most chains, such as Choice Hotels, Holiday Inn World,vide, and Best 
W cstern require their franchises to have a minimum of non.-smolting guest rooms 

Jay,,awk To-..-er • 700 S.W. Jackson ~I .. Suite 702 • Topeka. KS o660l-3758 • Phone (913) 2ll-93-14 • FAX (913) 357-6629 , 
! / 
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Food and Drug Administration 
November 2, 1995 

Plge 2 

available to the public. Many indicated they were planning tc1 increase the number of 
non-smoking guest rooms available to their guests as they renovate rooms. 

Tne lodging indllStty is responding to the needs of non-smokc.-rs based on the fre! 
enterprise system cmd the pressures of market demand! There: are no government laws, 
rules, or regulations requiring hotels and motels to offer non-:;moktng guest rooms, yet, 
they are doing just that! In the same way hotels and motels v.ill respond to the needs cf 
both smokers and non-smokers in their public areas. 

Let Kansas businesses determine the smoking policies which a.ffect their clientel: base:i 
on the fre~ marlcet system - that's the American way! 

Sincerely, 

~/)C\) 
--/~~~---

Kevin Rqbertson, CA2 
Executive Director 

.' . 
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M~Q1 
Mexico n Am1erico n 
Grocers Assc,ciorion 

~ D&Yid A. Xcsslcr 
DccilE i9SN~3 
Dcckeu Mampmn Brash (HPA·3QS) 
l'ood mcl Dru1 ~. lccm 1471 
5600 P'lsbcn t.m= 
Jockvllic, Ml'> 201S7 
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· Cmnm'morw Da¥fd A. Keuler. 

'* ams Dmc Acbntzllsauion 
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siuue. . 
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dial mer&: mwt OC done tO redw:c !he aw:nblts Qf minon WCo take: Up smeking. And, as pamm, WC mow 
tbu we mmt accept mucb of tbc responsibilfty (gr hclptna our d:i.i.ldtcn mm good dlci~es. If we belieYeei 
;yo;r pl&ol wCNld signifiQml.y cumi1 Sl:DOkiAI ID¥JDI cur )'CIWlpm!s aml those of our nci&hbon, ·.ve :zdabl be 
lnclllu!d to support it. Ia:raaed e;oaomi&; lwdshi~ 111d l'JCI\ U1t f\iia=ial Nin of some of oar :nlm!im mi~ 
h• a ru.samble pm u:i pay lt we c:culd lN' a siop to We:aci: aaiokill1. UmortUnll'8Jy. '4'G do acit believe 
your plan will move us clew to that worthy &o&l. Pram rny own luiowled11 of tum1en. I c:aa say cba£ chey 
ue highly skcptiQI of me i.ma1a and claim pmem.d ill a4vmtsiz11. From our readins of rcc:cni ~. we 
&Uher We me iatltleace or friends ind relativa is by !Ir the mcst i~orwtt. facior in YCNn& ~~le'I decisicn 
t0 miokc - or ~t ta amw. lbc members of MAGA de :lCC tlclh:vc chat ld'YCftisin1 causes anyoae to be;in 
smoking. 

Even same of the ricr=i oppoums of raeaceo have 110l :latmed that advcnisin1 eames smcking. Foaner 
su:goo11 O=en1 C. Everett~. f;r U&m111e, hu S&Jd. ·nm i1 na K.ltmtifically ri&orcuJ slUdy •~ailabl: 
to the pub~ that provides a dlflniiive ~r lO the baslc qucst.ian. of wlicihcr advtnisirig mi prcmotioa. 
incrase tb= lcvd ol tob&CCO l:ODSUmPtian. • We i:an all agree cm one polJi[: mlnon caii't smoks 'illnUIS 
if they ca't pc dprara. n. v&lu at "pro=i.iDs• millm'I fnxn in-stoN wba=o ad"Yenlsq 11 dubious u 
ta. The risk oC d&:nyq AmcicaDI UM riam m usa md vllaw aumtW words lad ima1a. on cbo ocha" mci. 
is srac 1ndeed.. Soru of°"' a.mben t.san tbair livu ill eaamrils where ma l"9 of •tr= rci=h• is 
sanetlma pmUsbld by. lmprisoomem or ~vm dcarh. M1z11 of oar mmnbers IDd tbeir custarnm or tbrit 
ft:nbears cam• m tbs Umd States amt cbose ta Ila) btr:e bcl:auSt i)f dWI nailo11'1 uaparallcled trudoms. Fi:St 
amoas dltm Ls = hccdo1D of speedl. Uld ..we chlrilh it 
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October 10, 1995 

7850 EA.ST fl/ ANS DR., SUITT 111 
sconso.au. ARIZONA 85260 

PHONE: 602-948-7229 • FAX: 60;!-991-7853 

Ooc:ket Nos. 95N-0253 and 95N-0253J 
Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration 
t2420 F'arklawn Dr. 
Rc~me, MD 20S57 

To whom it may concern: 

Our small, family owned, business has been in operation in Arizona for over 9 years. I am writing to 
comment on the FOA's proposed regulations restricting sale, distnbution, promotion and advertising 
at cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products. 60 Fed. Heg. 41,314 (1995). The proposed 
regulations would declare our total business a federal erime ancl shut it down. Being o!'le of the voters 
who sent a loud, clear, message this past election, I think this latest ir.fringemer!t on my 
Constitutional Rights to be diabolical. Again, I am sending another loud. c!ear and precise m~sage 
tc the bureaucrats wtio just don't get it I OBJECl ! 

Before I itemize my most strenuous objections, ! would like to tell you about our compar.y and tlie 
lives you plan on destroying. 

My husband and I, created Vending Concessions USA. Inc., in November, 1986. We were in our late 
40's and were pursuing the American dream of being in business for ourselves. We ir.vested our 
savings in 20 cigarette vending machines. These machines were located in acult locations, such as. 
cocktail lounges and hotel lobbies. We worked many long, hard hours and sacrificed much tc help 
our business grow. My husband and I did not receive a wag•a the first year we were in business. 
Eventually, however, we were able to employ 3 employees. Thi!:; small business has con:.inued to ~ay 
the wages of these 3 employees and ourselves for over sever: years. 

Three years ago, my husband saw a hole in the marketplace regarding cigarette sales. He realiZed, 
that many adults, chose net to buy a pack of 20 cigarettes. Hciwever, when in some adult iocations, 
such as a cocktail lounges, casinos. etc., there were many adul:ts ttiat would like to purchase a singie 
cigarette. Loose, single cigarettes were being sold illegally fri:m1 cups sitting on counters of many 
convenience stores and other such type locations. He invented Uie Uni-Cigc® Vending Machine. We 
patented this machine and proceeded to develop a legal, sir.gle cigarette. It took us three years and 
over $900,000 to do this. Each cigarette i:s packaged in a federally approved, individual tube and 
bears the proportionate Surgeon General's Wamings. We h~1ve 2pplied for and been granted the 
proper rotation sctiedules. We have cleared and been appro"etd by every bureaucratic agency in the 
United States to produce a legal, single cigarette. We have been approved by approximately 25 
States to sell our product Our pa1ent, good for 17 years, just h>SUed. 

'iow ironic. that we would go to such lengths to be legal and follow all the existing laws and ! 
. egulations, to have the government just wipe us out, without a1 care for our Cor.stitutional Rights, our ::! 
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lives or the fives of our employees. 'M'len President Clinton, ~mt beyond his authority as President 
of the United States. swom to uphold the Constitution of the United States, to ban cigarette vending 
mactiines and the sale of single cigarette&, the bottom dropped out of our sales, immediately. 

This vending machine was intended for primanly adult locaticms. It is easily adapted to use with 
tokens jn areas that might be accessible to underage cnifdren. 

The Uni-Clg"" Cigarette, with the proper warnings and tamper evidence is the s9lytion to a 
problem. not the problem. The FDA and President Clinton shcJUld get out in the real world. Across 
the country, in small convenience stores and in bars, there Is a, cup under the counter with an open 
package of cigarettes. The persons that sell these, already, ill~~aJ cigarettes for 10, 15 or 20¢ each. 
were not provided with arry legal alternative. The persons purchasing these cigarettes are aduits who 
occasionally wish to smoke one cigarette. Why should this adult be forced to buy 20 cigarettes? 
Uni-Cignt prcvides a legal, taxable, accountable alternative. 

The legally packaged and taxed UNl-CIG"' Single Cigarette, becomes a legitimate inventory item. 
We report our sales to the respective states. There is an accou1ntability and a !ax revenue generated 
by this legal product. Because these cigarettes ar~ handled in a legal wa:t, ~iay are sold in a legal 
manner. ID CM be checked for one cigarette as easily as for a package of 20. To ban !~ally 
packaged, single cigarettes and legislate only the sale of a pacl<age of 20, or more, is ludicrous. Not 
only will the gO¥emment be encouraging the illegal sale of loose cigarettes from under the courter. 
you won't be able tc regulate it or tax it, much less control "youth access.• How many cf our tax 
dollars is the FDA willing to spend to stop the illegal sale of loc>Se. single, cigarettes from under the 
counter? Wiat imbecile would ban a legal altamat:Ve, that c·ffers a solution to a:i existing Illegal 
activity, that is already uncontrollable? All in the name of re9ulation, prohibition and CONTROL. 
Illegal sales of single, unpackaged cigarettes is impossible to <:ontrol or stop. But, the FDA in all its 
wisdom, wants to ban a le<Jal item! Any person who is inclined to sell a single cigarette to a minor, 
whether it is legal or net, will sell a package of 20, also. 

The reaf cichotamy to this single cigarette issue is the FOA1 is demanding that the public must 
purchase more, not less, of the very produd they are try!ng to ··PROHIBIT." Duplicity, stupidity and 
despotism, are a few of the words I would use to describe such an action. 

Using the same aiteria, as that used by anti-smoking advocate!S, why not pass a ~aw that would ban 
the sale of one beer or one shot of bourbon in a cocktail lcung•:t. one glass of wine in a restaurant or 
a pint of whiskey in a liquor store? Would using the excuse, "possible illegal access by yowth; be 
an acceptable reason fer such a ridiculous edict? Perhaps, &::ime irration~ congressperson should 
propose such a law, and have the FDA regulate it. 

This proposed ban on vending machines is based on the FOA's claim that minors sometimes b~y 
cigarettes from vending machines. According to the FDA itself .. however, vendirig machines account 
for only a small and declining fraction of tobacco sales. 6() Fed. Reg. at 41,325. In 1993 the 
'1epartment of Health and Human Services rep<lrted that v·ending machines account for only a ! 
.raction cf iftegal sales of tobacco products to minors. See 58 Fed. Reg. at 45,161. according to the ~ 
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FDA's own figures, anJy two percent of 17-year-<>ld• surveyed report that they often buy cigarettes 
fra'n vencfing machines. Nearty 80 percent of young pe.ople between 13 and 17 who smoke report 
that they do not cften or even occasionally buy cigarettes from v90ding mac!iines. 60.Fed. Req. at 
41,324. lhe reason is obvious. According ta statistics quoted bl1 the FOA, MOST cigarette vending 
machines. nearty 8outof10, are located in places that are otf r.mits to minors or that minors do not 
frequent SUCh as bars std cockta~ lounges. industrial plants, offices, hotels and motels. 60 Fed Reg 
at 41,325. In other lacations such as restaurants, serv:..e staticms and retail stares, the owner or 
manager ol th• estabR.shment can monitcr and supervise vendi~1 sales. 

'M1en the anti-smoking movement ta ban cigarette vending machines began, we were appalled. I 
could nor believe that responsible adults were taking ch~dren i11to bars and adult locations. givir.g 
them money and teaching them to purchase cigarettes. llleaalht. just to prove their point. This 1s a 
matter of reaJrd in many city c:cuncil minutes. What kind of government condones such an atrocity 
and exploitation of our young people? Not only did tney allow it, they applauded it and they 
enccuraged il This pradice, known as •compliance tasting,• has been encouraged by the federal 
government ta be used by state and local health agencies, as well · u, anti-smoking groups 
throughout the United States. The proverbial carrtJL was f~eral 1\Ands. If. I were to rake a 9-year-old 
child to a crac:k nouse and give that child money ta purchase heroine, pat er crack-cocaine. would 
that be acceptable? One mother in Tempe, Arizona testified bef1::>re the Tempe City Council that she 
had a regular route whereby she drove her 9-year-<>ld to neighborhood bars and gave him money 
and had him buy cigarettes. This mother was part of an anti-i1mokiaig organization and i.;sed her 
children frequently to perform these •sting" operations. She used this child to testify before ll"\e 
Council. Wiat the Council didn't sea, and I observed, was the fat'her leaving the Council meeting with 
this 9-year-<>ld son and his 4 or 5 year old daughter. The little girt was ruMing behind. begging to buy 
the next cigarettes so she could sls1d up and talk. Hew can any sensible person accept this 
behavior, by adults, as reality, or even sane tor that matter'? lit has been my observance that the 
•anti-smoking zealots• created the problem to generate the restri·ctlve laws. I feel this t'lpe or ranatical 
behavior has done mere to increase smoking in our youtln, than any tobacco company or 
advertisement could have. Use some common sense! Think of these children "sharing• their 
cigarette buying experience with other children. 'M'tat message ~are these adults ar.d parents ser.ding 
to our young people? This type of induced S:atistic is wrong and NOT FACTUAL. 

These and similar actions. geared to create restrictive and prohib!ti~'e laws to ban cigarette vendir.g 
machines and the single cigarette is unforgivable. I realiZe, lhat to ~e federal agencies who 
squander my tax donar by the billions, our livelihoods and inve~ilment of $900,000 is not impressive 
er important. To us, it is every dime we had. For the first time in cJur llves, we are facing bankruptcy. 

I. OBJECTIQN 1 

A. The FDA h• no authority to r.gulate tobacco produc:ts. 

1. Tobacco is not a food nor a drug. 

a. Tobacco manufacturers make no therapeutic c:laims. 

" -



1) Adequate warnings and regulations regardinsi those warnings are already in 
place. 

b. The ATF (among many other federal and state agencies) are already established to 
regulate tobaca:>. 

c. If, the FDA is so inclined to regulate tobacco, wh·y not alcohol'? 

II. OBJECTION 2 
A. TI\e FDA ia failing mJsarably witta the task that It Is already iresponsible far. 

1. nJegal substance abuse is rising at an alarming rat4!, especially, by the youth in this 
countrv. 

a Illegal drugS are not advertised. sold In vending rnachines or convenience stores. 
Hcwever, youth access has increased under the regulation and control of the FDA 

b. In the reaf world, no sensible person, would consider adding a new responsibility of 
this proportion to a total failure. Only a apolitically correct" bureaucrat wculd do that 

2. The FDA has failed miserably in approving potentially !ife-sa·i'ing drugs and mF.1dical 
dev~ that have been available overseas for years. 

a Former U.S. Senator Malcom Wallop ofWyomin~I blames more than 150,000 heart 
attack patient deaths on the FDA and their failurei in approving a life-saving drug 
already approved in Europe .. 

3. To place tobacco products in the FDA's hands is insann:y. The FDA and its proposed bans 
and prohibitions will create nothing more than a larger, 111ore jneffectlve, more costly FDA. 
The American people are telling you, President Clinton, we are tired of excessive 
regulation, control and intrusion by the federal govenimenl The lack cf respect by tne 
people for the federal government, its laws and excessiive regulations is growing as rapidly 
as the problems and the national debt in this country. 

Ill. Objection 3 

A. The FDA has no authority to regulate advertising. It vio~ates the First Amendment of 
our Constitution. The FDA advertising provisions are illegat 

1. The First Amendment to MY Constitution says clear~. ·congress shall make no law ..... 
aQddging the freedom at speech. or of the press ... : 

2. Alcohol and other contrcverslal products do not have S\.ICh prohibitive advertising laws. 

3. Alcohol is placed on open shelves in full view of our y1~uth in 9rocery stores, drug stores, 
convenience stores and anywhere liquor is sold. 

4. The FDA has placed no regulations banning drug menr1orabilia sales or where these items 
are to be placed within those drug-stores. 



5. The FDA does not require WARNINGS on drug pan1phemalia such as, pipes, bongs and 
little empty glass vials. 

a. The FDA does not require these items to be latieled •song-A possible cannabis 
delivery device.' 

e. The Constitution did not intend, nor imply, nor give th 1e right to the Federal Government. or 
one of its Gestapo Type Agencies, to come into a citizetis business establishment and 
dictate how and whera that citizen would sell or pll1ee a legal item for sale within that 
estabfishrnenl 

1. Sala and distribution of non-tobacco items (897.34). Clearly, is an llfegal intrusion by tne 
FOA into the free marketplace that once belonged to ~ie Ami<ican businessman. 

IV. Objection 4 

A. The financial impact to thousands of small companie$, many family owned, that run 
small venclng operations wlll have a negative flnancf;1l Impact 

1. The FDA did not give any reasonabl.! thought to siensible, ~~erate vendin~ ::iachine 
restrictions? The total fccus is a ban of vending madiines. How easy it is for a regulatory 
agency af the federal govemment to wipe out our bl;siness and our livelihoods 1.:sing the 
mediocre excuse, a tctal ban would entatl less of a •re,~ulatory burden.~ How dare ttie FDA 
use such an elitist attitude toward my business! I thot.1ght •regulation" was the name or the 
game. Maybe the sovereigns of the FDA should cheo; aut their duty. They are responsible 
to the citizens not vlc:e versa. 

a. Vending machines are the most easily monitored. Most are already in adult 
le cations. 

b. The use of rocking systems and tokens ar9 simple sotutior.s to areas frequented b)' 
minors. 

c. I would suggest, a prohibition on adults and "anti-smoking advocates" from training 
youngsters on how to get cigarettes illegally. 

1) Vending machines have been around for ye;ars, but. after ·comprrance· testing 
and •sting- operations have become a standard t10 gather statistics smoking has 
increased in our youth. It doesn't take a bas1eball to hit you in the face to 
determine that perhaps training children in hew to get cigarettes. illegally. and 
taking them on cigarette buying trips, as though it were a school field trip, might 
be the source of the problem .. 

2. Perhaps, just as a novelty, the FDA could consider the1 perpetrators of the !llega! purchases 
of cigarettes by minors. I know it is not ·politically correct," but what if children, who are in 
possession of illegal cigarettes, are held responsible'~ Does a police officer just ignore a 
group of children standing on a street comer smokln~1 a Joint'? Yet, I haver.ever heard of 
a minor being cited for the illegal possession of cigarettes. 



B. The economic c:antribution of the U.S. tobacco indu11try employs 2.2 million people 
nationwide. When the FDA accomplishes its real goal, "PROHIBITION, n will the FDA 
and Prelldant Qlnton assunt them thera will be replaicamant jobs? 

C. Federal. state. and municipal excise taxes on tobaccc' products totaled more than S 12.2 
bDDon In 1994 and over S14 bllRon when sales taxes "" those products are included. 
When the FDA accompUshes Its real goal, '"PROHIBITION," will the FDA and President 
Clinton explain to the citizens where the replacement taxes wm coma from? 

O. nUs costly action to increase the needless Intrusion 1of the FDA into our lives, comes 
from a Pre91dent who I• totally inept in slowing the o'rerwhelming growth of a National 
Debt. A President, who not too long ago, was going to finance a nationaf health plan 
wtth the tues It derived tram tobacco products. 

E. The road to Prahlbition and Regulation by the FDA Is pavt1d with political rhetoric. The 
prtce afthe upkeep on that road goes to tht tupayer. What this country doesn't need, 
is a new crlrnlnal element to contend with. 

V. Objection 5 

A. ThJs ls nothing mora than a grandiose play by Dr. K~1Sler to magnify the agency of the 
FDA. This action will perpetuate greater and more go,,emment intrusion Into our lives. 

B. Thi• ii a giant step toward the "PROHIBITION ON SMIOKJNG." 

C. When the FDA regulates an illegal drug, it's own raccm~ shows that the use of that 
illegal drug becomes more widespread. Under the guidance of the FDA, youth access 
to illagml cigarettes might possibly surpass those of illegal drugs. 

VI. Objection 6 
A. PROH1BITION DOES NOT WORKJ 

1. 'Miat are Or. Kessler and President Cllnton going to do to the minions of aduits who now 
smoke'? 

2. Aren't our courts and prisons aowded enough? 

3. WiD the persons cantrolling ttie illegal sales of cigar,ettes to adults and cur youth. i;ontrol 
the S14 billion a year now going to the government in the form of taxes'? 

4. I would suggest President Clinton and Or. Kessler read the Lindquist Avey Macdonald 
Baskerville, Forensic Financial Investigation Report <>n Cigarette Smuggling in the United 
States, dated August 15, 1994. A copy is·endosed. 

a. This report is the factual result of excessive tobacco taxes. What will excessive 
regulation and eventual prohibition bring about? 

b. This report points out that •youth access• became a reality on the school grounds 
with the emergence cf the •cigarette dealer. • 
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1) The majority of business people and vendi~J operators are hard working honest 
people who are willing to implement reasonable controls and safeguards to 
prevent ~cuth access to cigarettes. The •cig;:1rette dealer" will focus on selling 
cigarettes to our youth. 

B. THESE REGULATIONS ARE UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

C. YOUTH ACCESS HAS LITTLE OR NOTHING TO 00 W1'TH THIS ACTION. IT IS A TOOL 
CONNIVED BY THOSE WHO HAVE EVERYTHING TO GIAIN ANO NOTHING TO LOOSE, 
AT THE EXPENSE OF THE C1T1ZENS OF THIS COUNTI~Y. 

We are hard working, law abiding, tax paying business people. Most of us are willing to wcri<, witliin 
raasonable guidelines, toward prevention of youth access to cigarettes. Excessive and unreasonable 
CMtridions, bans and pronibitions are not the answers. 

To replace the legitimate business person with a crimir.al element is typical of the govenment's view 
of CONTROL The Constitution of the this cour"try ,.,as written in a way tnat was supposed to prevent 
Control of the citizens of this country by our federal government. President Clinton, it is time you got 
back to basics and the Constitution. 

President craiton, you may not like the behavior of many of the people of this country. You may not 
consider soma of these choices as healthy. There are many of us, the peopie, who do not consider 
your choices appropriate or healthy, either. Your role as President, however, was to uphold the 
Constitution. My role, as a citizen of this country is to vote. In ract. I still have that choice, whether 
you put me out of business or not. 

Sincerely, 

&,.;_._}LJLJ 
Bonnie J. Laidlaw 
One of the People 
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Minnesota Wholesale Marketers Association, Inc. 

November 16, 1995 

Docket Nos. 95N-0253 and 95N-0253J 
Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration 
12420 Parldawn Dr. 
Rockville, MD 20857 

To Food and Drug Administration: 

clo Thomas A. Briant, P.A. 
100 Cornelia Building 
4005 West 65th Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55435 
(612) 925-3001 

Fa:r:(612J925-4203 

The Minnesota Wholesale Marketers Association is an association of 21 
wholesalers of tobacco products in Minnesota. ·Our members range in size from small 
family owned companies to large corporations. 

We are writing to comment on your age:ncy's proposal to issue federal 
regulations restricting the sale, distribution, promotion and advertising of cigarettes and 
smokeless tobacco as described in 60 Fed. Reg. 41,314 (1995). The FDA asserts that 
the purpose of its proposed regulations is to reduce smoking by minors. However, the 
regulations are in reality an attempt to so severely restrict the operations of the entire 
tobacco industry so as to ban the product. As an indic:ation of FDA's true goal, our 
membership strongly supports limiting tobacco use to adult~. but instead of working with 
the industry the FDA has chosen to attack its freedom and livelihood. 

Minnesota already prohibits the sale or furnishing of tobacco products to 

persons under the age of 18 years, and prohibits persons under 18 years of age from 
possessing or using tobacco. Our members have alw2Lys supported these laws, and are 
committed to working with retailers that are equally committed to complying with the 
law. For ex.ample. our wholesale members and retailers work with local cicy councils co 
place reasonable restrictions on the sale of tobacco products in order to prevent the sale 
of tobacco to minors. These efforts include requiring; training of all store clerks on how 
to require proper identification before selling tobacco to a person who may appear co be 
underage. We also support local ordinances that require tobacco products to be stocked 
or displayed within plain view of a responsible emplc1yce in order co discourage theft. A 
number of retailers have also installed surveillance C3i.meras as a further guard against 
shoplifting. 

Instead of looking to the proper Seate iuthorities to enforce the age 
requirement. the proposed FDA regulations would make private distributors like our 



members responsible for aoy violation by a retailer or 2L manufacturer. Under the 
regulations. a wholesaler of tobacco products in Minnesota would be considered a 
•disttibutor• of [Obacco products that would be responsible for ensuring chat the ciga­
rettes and smokeless tobacco products that it distributes comply with "all applicable 
requirements• in the proposed regulations ( § 897 .10). That proposal is so sweeping that 
it makes us •responsible for ensuring• that every single retailer and manufacturer 
complies with the entirety ofFDA's sweeping and complex requirements. 

1bat threatens wholesalers like us with c1Jnviction for a federal crime if 
any of the cigarette packs in my store conrain fewer tmLil 20 cigareaes or violate any of 
the proposed labeliDg and advertising regulations. Our members therefore could be 
punished for somelhing that someone else did, something over which they have no 
control, or even knowledge. We do not believe that CcJngress has given the FDA such 
regulatory authority. The FDA gives no justification for treating wholesalers in this 
manner. 

If the FDA thinks that our members' employees could or should inspect 
every tobacco product received from manufacrurers or supplied to retailers. the FDA has 
no understanding of the economic realit":s of our members' business. Our members 
stock many different kinds, brands and makes of tobacc:o products, and have a limited 
number of employees with which [O run their operati"ns. Their employees receive, 
handle, shelve. sell, and ship every single produce in wholesale volume. Our members 
cannot afford to pay employees to inspect the labels on cigarene packages or cans of 
snuff. Manufacmrers already conduct these inspections and to duplicate their efforts 
makes no logical sense. 

The FDA's proposed ban on vending machines would abolish an entire 
area of distribution for our members and substantially :lffect our business. The require­
ments in Minnesota that cigarette vending machines be placed in areas where persons 
under the age of 18 years are not generally pennitted a.cccss and in plain view of a 
responsible employee ensure that cigarecce vending mac:hines cannot become a distri­
bution method for underage users of tobacco in Minne:;ota. Rather than rush to a 
complete federal ban on cigarette vending machines without any adequate justification, 
the FDA should look to stares for wider adoption of the types of safeguards adopted in 
Minnesota. 

The proposed rules also prohibit distribution of free samples of cigarettes 
or smokeless tobacco products. Minnesota limits promotional distribution of tobacco 
products to single serving samples distributed in tobac,;;:o stores. Given the State's 
restrictions on the sale [O, use by, and furnishing to minors of tobacco products, and the 
general commitment that our members have observed in the Minnesota tobacco industry 
not to permit underage tobacco use, it is unrealistic for anyone to suppose that promo­
tional distribution of tobacco might be used to create :1 market based on sales to minors. 



members responsible for any violation by a retailer or a :manufacturer. Under the 
regulations, a wholesaler of tobacco products in Minnesota would be considered a 
•dismburor• of tobacco products that would be responsible for ensuring chat the ciga­
rettes and smokeless tobacco products that it distributes comply with "all applicable 
requirements• in the proposed regulations(§ 897.10). That proposal is so sweeping that 
it makes us •responsible for ensuring" that every single retailer and manufacturer 
complies with the entirety of FDA's ·sweeping and complex requirements. 

That threatens wholesalers like us with conviction for a federal crime if 
any of the cigarette packs in my score contain fewer than 20 cigarecres or violate any of 
the proposed labeling and advertising regulations. Our members therefore could be 
punished for something that someone else did, something over which they have no 
control, or even knowledge. We do not believe that Congress has given the FDA such 
regulatory authority. The FDA gives no justification for treating wholesalers in this 
manner. 

If the FDA thinks that our members' employees could or should inspect 
every tobacco product received from manufacrurers or supplied co retailers. the FDA has 
no understanding of the economic realit:s of our members' business. Our members 
stock many different kinds, brands and makes of tobacco produces, and have a limited 
number of employees with which to run their operati<!ns. Their employees receive, 
handle, shelve, sell, and ship every single product in wh1)lesale volume. Our members 
cannot afford to pay employees to inspect the labels on cigarette packages or cans of 
snuff. Manufacturers al.ready conduct these inspections a.nd to duplicate their efforts 
makes no logical sense. 

The FDA's proposed bari on vending machines would abolish an entire 
area of distribution for our members and substantially affect our business. The require­
ments in Minnesota that cigarette vending machines be placed in areas where persons 
under the age of 18 years are not generally pennitted acc:ess and in plain view of a 
responsible employee ensure that cigarene vending machines cannot become a distri­
bution method for underage users of tobacco in Minneso1:a. Rather than rush to a 
complete federal ban on cigarette vending machines without any adequate justification. 
the FDA should look to stateS for wider adoption of the types of safeguards adopted in 
Minnesota. 

The proposed rules also prohibit distribution of free samples of cigarettes 
or smokeless tobacco products. Minnesota limits promotiional distribution of tobacco 
products to single serving samples distributed in tobacco stores. Given the State's 
restrictions on the sale to, use by, and furnishing to min,ors of tobacco products, and the 
general commitment that our members have observed in the Minnesota tobacco industry 
not to permit underage tobacco use, it is unrealistic for anyone to suppose that promo­
tional distribution of tobacco might be used to create a market based on sales to minors. 



Nonetheless, Minnesota's strong restrictions on promotional distribution of 
tobacco undermine ·any alleged need for the FDA to ban free samples completely to 
prevent underage tobacco use; Unlike other retail establiishmelllS, tobacco stores arc 
precisely the type of location where no minor has any bu.siness even coming through the 
door as a customer. Since FDA has cited no evidence that tobacco stores in MiMesota 
are illegally distributing any free samples to minors. FDA's concern with underage 
tobacco use provides no justification for banning all free samples in Minnesota. 

One of the most dramatic impacts on the Minnesota wholesale industry 
will be the loss of sales of tobacco products which translate into lost jobs. Collectively, 
our members would lose more than $75,000,000.00 in tobacco sales if all of the FDA's 
regulations were adopted. This tremendous loss of sales results in literally hundreds of 
route drivers, sales representatives, warehouse personnel and clerical staff jobs. We find 
it inconceivable that a single federal agency could adopt regulations that impact one 
industry so severely. "The economic toll from the regulations is simply incalculable and, 
for this reason, must be avoided. 

For all of these reasons, the memt-ers of the Minaesota Wholesale Marketers 
Association urge the FDA to cease its considt:ration of the proposed It':;'Jlations. 

Sincerely, 

Harold Wagenbach 

cc: U.S. Senator Rod Grams 
U.S. Senator Paul Wellstone 
U.S. Representative 
U.S. Representative Gil Gutknecht 
U.S. Representative David Minge 
U.S. Representative Jim Ramstad 
U.S. Representative Bruce Vento 
U.S. Representative Martin Sabo 
U.S. Representative William Luther 
U.S. Representative Collin Peterson 
U.S. Representative James Obcrscar 

President, Minnesota Wholesale Marketers 
Association 



STANLEY M. SELIGSON 
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Oi«1 E:a:..aw O(fiar 

Docket No. 95N-025 

Na-. .:nber 8, 1995 

The Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration, Room 1-23 
12420 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20857 

To whom it may concern: 

- ' ----·'··j .. ~d)\.t' ·, 

I am the President of the S & 5 Companies, a wholesaler and ver.dor of tobacco 
products in Connecric~t that employs forty employe~ and dces bu;;iness with 
retailers and restaurants in all parts of the State. I am writing to comme:1t on 
the FDA's proposal to issue regulatiam; restricting the sale, dismbution. 
promotion and advertising of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco, 60 Fed.Reg. 
41,314 (1995). Although the FDA claims that it is proposing its regulations to 
reduce smoking by minors, its proposal reaHy is an attack on the entire tobacco 
industry aimed ultimately at prolubiting tobacco use and denying adults the free 
choice to use tobacco for their personal enjoyment. Tnc rcstric:ions contained 
in FDA's proposal e:ctend so far beyond what may be needed or effec:ive to 
reduce underage smoking that they threaten my business. 

Connecticut already prorubits the sale or distribution of tobacco product<; m 
persons under the age of 13 years. In addition. Connecticut has enacted sever;il 
other pieces of legislation to confronc the problem of youth access to tobac:o 
products. I always have supported these laws, and am committed to dealing only 
wich retai1ers who are equally serious about complying with the law. All 
machines are placed in view of an employee and are in adult accessed loc:irions. 
All retail locations are warned personally by sales personnel. 

Instead of looking to the proper Scace au1:horitic:s to enforce the minimum :ige 
requirements so that no bad apple could discredit our industry. the pro!'cscd 
FDA regulations would require private distnbutors like me to :ict as public 
inspectors. Under che regulations, my company would be considered a 
"dismbutor" of tobacco products(§ 897.J(c)) and thus would be responsible for 
ensuring that the cigarettes and smokeless tobacco products we dismbuce comply 
with "all applicable requirements" in the proposed regulations ( § 897.10). My 
employees and I are threatened with conviction for a federal offense if any of the 
cigarette packs we distnoute contain fewer than 20 cigarettes (§ 897.16(b)) or 
violate any of the proposed labeling and advertising regulations (e.g .• § 97.24). 
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Page Two 

My employees and I thus could be punished for something that someone else 
did, something over which we have no contml. That is outrageous, and I cannot 
believe it is allowed under our constitution, much less authorized by Congress. 
The FDA gives no justification for this extraordinary treatment of wholesalers. 
Th.is is as clear a case of bureaucratic arrog3Ilce as I have ever seen. It is like 
threatening to throw a food wholesaler in jail be(:ause it distnbuted a can of soup 
with an inaccurate list of ingredients on th,: label! 

If the FDA thinks that my employees and I could or should inspect every 
tobacco product that we supply to r1~tailers or that we receive from 
manufacturers, the FDA doesn't know the first thing about running a wholesale 
business. We stock many different kinds, brands, brand-styles, and makes of 
tobacco products, and have a limited numb·~r of employees with which to run the 
operation. My employees receive, handlt:, shelve, sell, and ship ev.;..y single 
product in wholesale volume. We cannot afford to pay people to sit around 
inspecting the labels on every cigarette paickage. That job is a public function 
and, if it needs to be done at all, it should be funded out of the substantial ta"tes 
that I already pay. 

The FDA's proposed ban on vending mac:hines (§ 897.16(c)) would abolish an 
entire secmr of my business. During 1993-1995, wholesale dismoution of 
cigarettes for ultimate use in vending machines resulted in S5 million in revenue 
for my company out of S60 million in total: revenue for all forms of distnbution. 
By banning the sale of tobacco products to minors, Connecticut already has made 
it an offense to sell tobacco co a minor through a vending machine!. All 
machines are identified a.'ld in line of sight. I believe Connecticut law alre:idy is 
sufficient to ensure that minors do nor purchase tobacco produces from vending 
machines. Howe"ler, if more regulation is needed, we should look to the state 
government to mandJ.te ;:.ppropr..a:e use of locking de•.ice:; raL':.:: t!'!~n •.;sh co 
a federal ban on cigarette vending machines. 

In ConnectiC'J.t, it already is illegal for me to dismbute tobacco product samples 
to minors. I believe this law is suflkienc to ensure that minors do not 
inadvertently receive free samples. Again, if more regulation is thought to be 
necessary, Connecticut can enact such re:~ation. 

The real reason for free samples is obvious. There is nothing like acrually trying 
a free sample of a different brand for a c:usto.mer co make an adult decision co 
switch brands. Although sometimes I have seen customers switch brands as a 
result of free samples, I certainly have not seen overall increases in tobacco 
consumption as a result of free sample dismbucion. On the other side of the "° 
ledge, I see nothing in the FDA's proposal showing that free samples have ...,. 
actually worked as the FDA says to call54: per:mns under 18 years of age to use -
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Page Three 

tobacco. Since there is no basis for its proposal, FDA should noc ban 
promotional distnbution of tobacco products. 

The FDA shouldn't interpret what I have said as agreeing that FDA has 
authority to regulate tobacco products at alL It should be obvious that tobacco 
is not a food or a drug. FDA is outside its authority when it proposes these 
regulations.. 

For the reasons I have stated. the FDA's proposed regulations are totally 
unacceptable. The regulations will require wholesalers to do an absurdly costly 
inspection of each tobacco product that: we receive or deliver, and hold 
wholesalers legally respoDSible for products that violate the regulations. The 
regulations will destroy our revenue fro.en vending machines and sampling 
activities. Yet they wiil iliiVe DO effect l)D cb.e pr::lem or j.; ........ ~--.N :o 
tobacco. In fact, the FDA does not even have jurisdiction to regulate robac::ol 
The FDA should withdraw th: proposed rc:gularions. 

~incerely, . 
4 
~ 

~~ 1~~~~ligso/ 
President · 

SMS:mc 

C; President William Clinton 
Senacor Joseph Liebennan 
Senator Christopher Dodd 
Representative Christopher Shays 
Congresswoman Nancy Johnson 
Congressman Gary Franks 
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COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

ADVERTISING, FIRST AMENDMENT AND FREE SPEECH 

Ongoing 

• The Freedom to Advertise Coalition will file comments on behalf of its six 
member organizations: 

• American Advertising Federation 
• American Association of Advertising Agencies 
• Association of National Advertisers 
• Magazine Publishers of America 
• Outdoor Advertising Association of America 
• Point-of-Purchase Advertising Institute 

• Hundreds of local ad club members are being encouraged to suomit 
comments. 

Ongoing 

• Major First Amendment/free speech experts have been contacted, including: 

• American Civil Liberties Union 
• Washington Legal Foundation 
• Freedom of Expression Foundation 
• Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protection of Free Speech 

• Advertising and public policy experts arc finaliz:Lrig docket submissions: 

• Dr. Jean J. Boddewyn, Baruch College, The City University of New 
York 
• Dr. Dwight Lee, University of Georgia, Athens 
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COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

VETERANS 

Completed Comments 

• The Veterans Rights Coalition has submitted over 500 letters to the docket from 
several states. The majority of the letters have been copied, bundled together and 
sent with a cover letter from the president of the Coalition to every Member of 
Congress from the participating state group's Congre:ssional delegation. Over 129 
Members of Congress have been reached in this manner. The comments come 
from several states. many of them non-tobacco. 

•Virginia 
• West Virginia 
• North Carolina 
• Wyoming 
• Ohio 
• Kentucky 
• California 
• South Carolina 
• Virginia 
• Washington, D.C. 

Ongoing 

• Members of the Veterans Rights Coalition from the following states also will 
file comments: 

• Alabama 
• Arkansas 
• Connecticut 
• Florida 
• Georgia 
• Idaho 
• Kansas 
• Louisiana 
• Maryland 
• Mississippi 
• Missouri 
•New Mexico 
• Tennessee UI • -0 



• Texas 
• Wisconsin 
• Wyoming 
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Veteran:s' 
Rights 
Coalitio1r1 

December 6, 1995 

Hon. Russell Feingold 
United states senate 
Washington, o.c. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

I am enclosing for your review copies of letters 
Board Members and supporter:; of the Veterans Rights 
Coalition from the state of UI:SCONSIN have forwarded 
to the Food and Drug Administration concerning the 
agency's move toward regulating cigarettes as drugs . 

We have a numl:u~r '"'f concerns with the FDA' s activity 
in this area, namely, gj.gnj. ty and respect for our 
veterans. We are troubled that the FDA wishes to 
consider our many law-abiding veterans, who like to 
smoke cigarettes, as drug cLddicts. These are men 
and women who fought for our personal freedoms. 

We are also concerned that the FDA is squandering 
valuable resources on an anti-smoking crusade when 
their time would be much better spent on approving 
pending experimental drugs 1:hat could lead to cures 
of Cancer, Alzheimer's, Par}:inson' s, AIDS and other 
serious diseases. 

Finally, we recall to mind the terrible policy of 
a few vears ago when the VA got on the anti-smoking 
"bandwagon, 11 and the result was a policy that forced 
our elderly and frail veterans out into miserable 
weather conditions to smoke.; Thankfully, with your 
leadership and support, the U. l3. Congress decided 
to reverse this policy and restore the dignity and 
respect of our VA hospital pat:Lents. 

It would please us greatly if you could assist us 12:£ 
requesting that the FDA ceas.e its wasteful and fool­
hardv attempts to regulate cigarettes as drugs. 

I look forward to your resl'.1onse. 

rr~ere13, 

~.\~sc-VFW 
National Coordinator 

P. 0. Box 2n4 •Charleston, W. Va. 25330 



Docke~s Management Branch 
Food '1.nd Drug Administration 
Room 1-23 
12420 Parklawn Drive 
Rod .... ville, MD 20857 

Dear Sirs: 

l wish to protest the FDA's proposal to regulace tobacco products. If this happens, I am 
afraid ic is going to adversely affect our veterans in VA hospitals whose only remaining joy is 
smoking. We have seen attempts in the past by the federil Government to regulate smoking th:.t 
r.=. • ~ -: : :: ·-~ •:;;-:cra:is c-:itdoors in inclement weather just to smoke. Veterans are adults and 
sho'llc not be tr~ted like schoolchildren. I wish the FDA weould worry more about heroin. 
coc:.ine :uid other drugs, instead of legal tobacco produces. 

Very truly yours, 

(. : . (._ :· L l 7_ )• J.clG 

4J -...J ... 
UI .,. 
.... 
c.J 
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COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

OTHER BUSJNESSES 

Ongoing 

• TI member companies' suppliers' empl<>yees are being encouraged to write. 

• The pharmaceutical, biotechnological, telecommwlications, vitamins and 
plastics organizations have been approached to assess interest in commenting 
on the FDA's role in regulating business. Organizations include: 

• Society of the Plastics lndustty 
• Institute of Food Technologists 
• National Soft Drink Association 
• Pharmaceutical groups: "PH & RMA," generics, over-the-counter 
• Biotechnology groups (G.:nzymc: Corp.) 
• Telecommunications industry groups 
• Vitamin groups 

• Additional "who's next" groups have been targeted, including: 

• Beer companies 
• W me groups/wineries 
• Coffee concerns 
• Dairy interests 
• Sugar interest 
• Meat/poultry interests 
• Snack food manufacturers 

• Tobacco manufacturers' advertising agencies are being encouraged to send 
letters to the docket 

• National Association of Manufacturer.; is considering submitting comments. 

• U.S. Chamber of Commerce is consid,ering filing comments. 

• More than 200 tobacco company suppliers submitted letters explaining the 
negative impact of proposed FDA regulations on their business. 

• Minority advocacy, business and publlishers groups have been contacted to 
write letters to the docket 

..() --.J -UI .. -UI 





COMMENTS TO THE DOCKET AND RElA TED ACTIVITIES 

THINK TANKS 

Completed Comments 

• Comments to the FDA docket have been sent in by the following think 
tanks/free enterprise groups. 

• The Alexis De Tocqueville Institution 
• The Small Business Survival Committee 
• Frontiers of Freedom 

Ongoing 

• Several other think tanks have been approached about filing comments with the 
FDA: 

• The Independent Institute 
• The Business Leadership Council 
• National Center for Policy Analysis 
• Institute for Policy Innovation 
• Capital Research 
• CATO Institute 
• Citizens for a Sound Economy 
• Citizens Against Government Waste 
• Heritage Fowidation 

-0 ... 
UI ,,. 
.... 
O> 



November 6. i99S 

Commmiontr David Kessler 
The Food it Drug .AcfmjrQ:srrarioa 

5600 FtSben Lam: 

Suite 1471 

Rockville, MD 20857 

Dear Commissi.om:r ICcssler: 

I write to oftircurrbougbts on the proposed FDA regulation of tobacco. We 

have grave coacems about this proposal oa several cifferent grow1ds. 

Excessive Regulation 

This new ~on represents an unprecedented intrusion of the federal 

government into the lives of Americ:ans. The scope of the proposal is 

staggering. Tobacco. already one of the most regulated items ;1vailable to 

consumers would tall under a tremendous variety of new regulations and 

bureaucr.uic scrutiny. M columnist Carl Rowan has observed.. ~the initial 

reaction of this smoke-ha.ting c:olumnist is that the government· s p_roposed 

programs go too far. We dare not give the FDA or any government agenc:Y 

such sweeping powers to limit free speech. commercial or otherwise." 

While the excessive regulation is itself troubling. so too is the method of 

c:reatins this rqpi!ation. Declaring tob3cco a drug provided only limited 

regulatory reach. so the Administration chose to go fUrther and labeled 

cigarettes as .. medic:al devices." Many people would find it diffic:ult to plac:e 

cigarettes m me same c:aregory with hearing aids and heart valves. Unda- suc:h 
an expansive definition it seems that any product in America could be labeled 

a medical dmce. 

., .. 

c.ter on lepbtion 
.and Economic Clowth 

~oben ICaslen 

Ch•inn., 

Senior Adviso"' B~rd 
Oiele Arml!'V 

"41c:llael 8oo1<1n 

John El'•i.< 
Trent Lan 

ConpmicMYI 4cj.,,ison B~o 

Tom Del.•Y 
L~ucn fairc101h 

Joe Knolleftoe~ 

;.in Me>ten 

:>on "idiles 

L.,,., Prwn•er 

.-.uicclm W•lloo 

• • • • 

Suite 901 

;oJ.351.-6969 r.1 
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In anncunciag bis plan, President Clinton declared. "We're their parents. and it is ··" to us to protect 

them." Y'4. the federal government is not the collective parents c1f all 1:hildren m America. .o\lld a 

government or president who takes on the role of parent puts us even further along the path to a 

.. nanny swe. .. with a ccmra1 authority inta'fc:ring in all of life's c:ho!ices.. Agencies like the Food and 

Drug Adminisuation (FDA), the Environmental Protection Ag,ency (EPA), and tfie Consumer 

Products Safecy Commiuion (CPSC) are not onJy u.swt>ing the rote of parents but they are treating 

all Americans like children. 

In a letter to you in Sepccmber of this year, Thom.as Dortch, Ir., president of 100 Black Men of 

America, cloquazdy noted that, "swveys indicate peers and pucnts, not :advertising, are the greatest 

influences oa a minor's decision not to smoke." He went on to note that federal efforts to help 
youths wau.ld be W' more effective if they foc:used on reviving ciJmmunities and driving out drug 

dealers. This is the right approach. Government can only establi:ih a framework: for individuais to 

lead their lives well. Within Lnat framewo~ they must malc1: their own choices to advance 

themselves. 

An Ultimate Ban? 

Beyond my concerns with this regulaiion. [ am concerned that thiii is only the first step towards the 

ultimate banning oftobacc:o products. The scope of the proposed regulations., which include barring 

caps and t-shirts from carrying tobacco advertising and preventing promoters from using tobacco 

brands in sporting events. are so sweeping that they may indicate a hidden agenda to ultimately try 

to ban smoking altogether. 

Given the results of Prohibition. such a course would clearly be :l disaster for the nation. Banning 

or even enacting e:icassive taxazion on tobacco will simply lead to srrruggling. For evidence, one need 

only look ll Michipr. vbidl raised its taxes on cigarettes from 2S ci:nts per pack to 75 cents per pack 

in May of 1994. Shordy th&:reafter. evidence of organized smuggEi.ng began appearing. State police 

have been greally concerned about the rise of this type of aaiYity. 

Another contemporary example is Canada. Because of sky-high excise wees in the early l 990's. 

Canada faced a huge problem with smuggling of alcohol and ~ICcially tobacco that ultimately led 

to a rollback in taxes. In 1992. one out of five cigarettes sold in th:alt country were SilUlggied in. This 

smuggling was simply a matter of economics: in Montreal a cuton oflegal cigarettes cost S-i8. while 

illegal canons could be purchased for S 18. 
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The siaJaDan got so bad that even the Royal Canadian Mounted Police were waving the white flag. 
N. D. Inkster, Commissioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police saw the tobacco and alcohol 

SIJIJgling in Canada as ac:risis. In a February 1994 lettcr to Prime Minister Chretien. Inkster wrote. 

"We are u a point where ecisEing RCMP law euforc:emem resourei:s are vinuaily incapable of turning 
the tide in this rapidly expanding problem given our other respomibilities across Canada. \Vhile 

seizures have increased dramatically, the eictent of the problem has been rising.-: a much faster rate 

with the invoM:mcm of orpnizcd aimc groups and as otherwise law abiding citizens engaged in the 

criminal ac:tMty through the open purchase of contraband." Inkster argued that various measures 

should be taken to combat the smuggling, perhaps the most signllicant of which was reduction in 

taxes on these produas. finally, tbis smuggiins epidemic led the government in 1994 to lower the 

taX on tobacco by $.5 per cartcn. 

Clearly, while FDA regulation would be a mistake. if it is indeed a first step towards some rypc of 

ban, that would be an even greater mistake. 

Troubling Precedents 

The regulation of tobacco sets a troubling precedent for other companies and industries. The 

question we have to ask is where will this all end? Wbat othc:r products will be deemed needing 

regulal:ion because of whatever small amount of risk that they ei1tail? The problem with the .. nanny 

state" mentality is that is unclear how you draw lines. Once the government steps in to prevent 

people from undertaking some action which they deem harmful in some way, it is easy to justify many 

more such intrusions. 

The possibility of this type of regulation spreading to other industries is, [ believe. strong. For 

example, the proposed regulations would require tobaa:o companies to spend S 150 million ot' their 

own mooey on .. public education .. advertising aimed al reducing. teen smoking. Why not. one might 

ask. also require N"mtendo and Sega-Genesis to use corporate prof.ts ta advertise about the 

importance of eccrc:ising over playing video games? ln the future.. perhaps Doritos could be forced 

to do commcrcWs oa the virtues of eating &uiu. Or how about making all the TV nctWorks in the 

country devote houn of prognmmins to encourage duldren 1to read rather than watch tele\ision? 

The list is endless and. unfottunately. not c:omplctdy beyond the rcaim of possibility. 

This c:oWID'y was fOWJded upon notions of individual responsibility and limited government. Thomas 

I efferson declared in his First Inaugural address that. .. A wiSI' and frugal government. which shall 
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rmaaia men fi'cm iajwing one another, which shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their own 

pursuits of industry and improvemem.. and shall not take from tbe mouth of labor the bread it has 

earned. This is tbe sum of good government" This proposal to regulate tobacco takes our nation 

evc:n further ur&y from tbe initial amccptions of govemmcn£ chat fotrerson and the Founding F athcrs 

envisioned. 
I 

Bade to Ba.sics 

R.ubcr than undenaking broad new efforts io tobacco regulation, we believe that FDA should focus 

on a.ddressiag some of the many c:oncems that have been raised about its operations over the past 

seven! momhs. One of the-most cfistressing of these issues has been the delay in the approval of new 

medical dmces. It is unacceptable that other OECD nations often approve medical devices years 

before the United States. Further, items such as fat and sugar substitutes have languished in the 

review proc:css for years. Efforts to impri>Ve bottleneclcs in these areas will clearly save lives and 

enhance the national well-being. 

[ beUcYe tile ideas put forward last week by Senator Nancy Kassc:bawn are a good starting point for 

diw1S'ion of wtm direaion the FDA should be headed in. Among other things. Senator Kassebaum 
has proposed scrting mia timetables for approval of mediciJ devices and new drugs and has 

proposed speeding up approval offood additives. It makes sense for the FDA to focus on its core 

mission before vemuring into new areas of questionable value. 

1'hank you for this opportunity to address this issue.' 

Sincerely, 


