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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Vice President 

For Immediate Release: Contact: 
Friday, May 22, 1998 

(202) 456-7035 

VICE PRESIDENT GORE LAUNCHES COMPUTER NETWORK 
TO FIGHT FOOD-BORNE ILLNESS 

New Food Safety System Five Times Faster At Locating Serious and Wide-Spread 
Food Contamination Problems 

Washington, D.C. -- Addressing a problem that affects 33 million Americans 
each year, Vice President Gore announced today a new national computer network 
that will be five times faster at identifying and combating food-borne illness. 

PulseNet a national computer network that identifies outbreaks of 
food-borne illness -- will enable public health laboratories across the country 
to use the Internet to provide alerts when outbreaks of food-borne disease 
occur. 

O&President Clinton and I are committed to finding ways to ensure that the 
food Americans put on their tables is safe,08 said the Vice President, who was 
joined at a White House ceremony by Health and Human Services Secretary Donna 
Shalala and Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman. D&With this efficient new 
computer network, we can more effectively trace widespread foodborne disease 
outbreaks and warn millions of Americans to stay away from contaminated food 
products.DB 

In as little as 48 hours, PulseNet can identify rogue E.coli strains in foods 
by identifying the distinctive DNA fingerprints of pathogens found in both food 
sources and the patients suffering from gastric illness. In 1993, it took 
three weeks to track an rogue E.coli contamination in hamburger meat produced 
by single source. 

PulseNet will link food safety investigators at the Centers for Disease 
Control, the Food and Drug Administration, the Agriculture Department, four key 
area laboratories and state health departments to link directly with the 
PulseNet database. 

As of today, epidemiologists in the following states will be on PulseNet -­
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Texas, Washington California, Colorado, Florida, 
Georgia, Iowa, New Hampshire, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Utah, Virginia and 
Wisconsin. The CDC plans to have all states on the network by 1999. 

5/22/98 4:22 PM 
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This important Administration initiative will reduce the number of Americans 
who suffer from episodes of food-borne illness and prevent over 9,000 deaths a 
year. This initiative is part of the Vice PresidentD,s effort to reinvent 
government through partnerships at state and federal agencies and make smart 
use of the latest technology. 

The Vice President also announced the formation of FORCG (pronounced Force G), 
a partnership of federal and state agencies to better respond to food-borne 
illness outbreaks. 

Back to this day's list of Press Releases 

To comment on this service: feedback@www.whitehouse.gov 

5/22/98 4:22 PM 
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May 22, 1998 

Feds Plan Food Illness Computer Web 

AP. INDEXES: TOP STORIES I NEWS I SPORTS I BUSINESS I TECHNOLOGY I ENTERTAINMENT 

Filed at 1:17 p.m. EDT 

By The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Outbreaks offoodbome illness will be more easily 
tracked and more quickly handled in all 50 states under a new government 
computv~. 

Unveiling a new computer web today, dubbed PulseNet, Vice President Al Gore 
said it will enable investigators to identify outbreaks five times faster than is 
possible now. A new task force will also coordinate rapid-response efforts by 
federal, state and local agencies. 

''We will make sure that when food-safety outbreaks cross the lines of states or 
jurisdictions, they don't fall through the cracks," Gore said. He called PulseNet 
''part of early-warning system for danger at the dinner table." 

"By saving crucial time, it will save lives," he said. 

The move is the administration's latest effort to reduce the estimated 9,000 
deaths and 33 million illnesses caused by foodbome pathogens each year. 
Previous efforts include issuing new guidelines to farms and food processors on 
how to guard against contamination and adopting new inspection techniques at 
meat and poultry plants. · 

The network will use the computer Internet to link the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the Food and Drug Administration, the Agriculture 
Department, four laboratories and state health departments together. 

This will enable officials to quickly identify pathogens like E. coli in illness 
outbreaks using the DNA of the bacteria found in the contaminated food and in 
patients who are suffering from gastric problems. 

The DNA ''fingerprint" of the pathogen could then be quickly transmitted 

5/22/98 I :45 PM 
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around the country to determine how widespread the outbreak is and what 
should be done to combat it, such as a product recall. 

Caroline Smith DeWaal, food safety director at the Center for Science in the 
Public Interest, said the current government FoodNet system only tracks such 
outbreaks in a few states and cannot cope with a large-scale outbreak. 

"There are huge gaps," she said Thursday. 

FoodNet was used to identify the E. coli strain that sickened people in Colorado 
last year after they ate contaminated ground beef from Hudson Foods Co., 
resulting in a recall of 25 million pounds of meat. Yet the extent of the outbreak 
could not be tracked nationally. 

"We will never really know how big that outbreak was," DeWaal said. 

Agriculture Department statistics show that in 1997, the existing FoodNet 
network confirmed more than 8,000 human illnesses traced to seven foodborne 
pathogens, including E. coli, salmonella, campylobacter and listeria. The new 
network, Gore said, will work even better. 

Beginning today, PulseNet will link epidemiologists in Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Texas, Washington, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, 
New Hampshire, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Utah, Virginia and Wisconsin. The 
remaining states will be hooked up by 1999. 
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Remarks by Vice President Al Gore 
Food Safety Announcements 

Friday, May 22, 1998 

1"v._ J b,(_ \ ~hi=->~\ C­

C.. C... v"q>~ 

This weekend, millions of Americans will join their families and friends to celebrate 
Memorial Day with backyard barbeques. And during this holiday weekend, we want 
Americans to have peace of mind when they reach for a piece of food. Today, I am pleased to 
make two announcements that will help ensure that the food our families serve to their children 
is fresh; safe, and free from danger. 
wV.o1L-~oW\b> CA""'-~ 

From the time President Clinto\, and I took office, we have worked hard to make sure 
that the food Americans eat -- already.frhe safest in the world -- is even safer. We put into 
place improved safety standards for meat, poultry, and seafood products, and expanded 
research, education, and surveillance throughout the food safety system. We took action to 
keep harmful pesticides off our fruits and vegetables, and created protections against 
dangerous contaminants in our drinking water. We launched a new program to prevent and 
control outbreaks of food-borne illness, and reinvented the meat and poultry inspection system 
for the first time since President Teddy Roosevelt. We are using the out-of-this-world 
technology of NASA to tackle an all-too-real problem here at home. 

5 u VV\. 'z...;, ,-;, ~I 0-b ~ vt SL ( to>;> .J--
We still have much more to do.~h year, ~ore than 3{} million-=-Americans will 

become ill from eating unsafe food -- ~9,000 will die. And small children and the elderly 
are the most vulnerable of all. At the dawn of a new century, it is simply unacceptable to be 
plagued by this old problem. 

One important way to meet this challenge is through reinventing government. 
In the past 5 Y2 years, our efforts in this area have made our government smaller 
and leaner, saving billions and billions of dollars. But reinventing government is also 
about making government work better -- especially in critical areas such as food 
safety: Helping agencies share information and save time when there is an 
outbreak, and every second counts. Harnessing the latest technology to speed our 
response to food-borne illness across the nation. Reinventing government has already 
increased food safety throughout this country, and I am pleased that we are taking important 



new steps in this direction. 

Today, I am announcing two new actions that will help ensure that the food we eat and 
the water we drink is even safer than it is today. First, today I am announcing the creation of ";:> ~c..-w \.r 
a new national computer network that will enable public health laboratories to ide~ ~ c:_ 0 ....,.< 
contamination up to five times faster than today. This new PulseNet network is .aR early 0 

warning system for danger at the dinner table -- and by saving crucial time, it will save lives. 

Along with finding food contamination early on, we need better ways of dealing with 
the problems we do find. Today, bacterial illnesses are distributed from a single point to 
restaurants, grocery stores, and homes all over America. They cross state lines and even 
national boundaries without even slowing down. And they cross lines of federal jurisdiction 
just as easily. The time has come for better coordination to meet new and growing threats to 
our food safety, for avoiding unnecessary duplication, and for responding to food safety 
problems faster and better than ever before. 

Today I am pleased to announce the creation of ForcG [force-G] -- the Foodborne 
Outbreak Response Coordinating Group -- a new task force that will bring together federal, 
state, and local agencies to provide quick and effective response to food safety problems where 
and when they happen. We will make sure that when food safety outbreaks cross the lines of 
states or jurisdictions, they don't fall through the cracks. 

G... b~'"LI \ c..L 
This summer, when Americans are about to bite into a tasty hamburger or a-juicy \r&.>.:>f' ~ 

._peaeh, they shouldn't have to fear that their food will bite them back. With the latest 
technology of PulseNet and the partnership of ForcG, we are two steps closer to giving 
Americans the peace of mind they deserve this summer -- and in every season to come. Thank 
you. 
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Food Safety Event 
Friday, May 22, 1998, 1:2:15 p.m. (112 hour) 
Roose\'elt Room 

Briefing prepared by Jean Logan 

BACKGROUND TO MEETING 

NATIONAL PERFORMANCE REV 

Food safety has been a priority of the Administration since early 1993; better coordination and 
better science were key recommendations of the original NPR taskforce. The federal agencies 
responsible for food safety continue to reinvent the way they work with each other and their 
partners, to ensure a safer food supply for the American public. The innovations being 
announced toda)' emphasize partnership and smart technology, and arc a direct result of the 
Administration's Food Safety Initiative. 

Congress has directed the National Academy of Sciences to study the possibility of a single 
federal food agency, and their report is due in August. 

PURPOSE OF EVENT 

First, to reinforce the commitment i.:.f thc Administration and the federal food safety agencies to 
reinvent our food safety system to better ensure safe food for Americans, and to recognize aJI the 
work that has already been done. 

Secondly, to announce the forroatic-n of PulseNet, a national network of food laboratories that 
will help rapidly identify and stop outbreaks of foodbornc illness. 

In your remarks you will also announce the formation of FORCG (pronounced Forc.e G), a 
partnership of states and federal agencies to respond to foodbome illness outbreaks. But the big 
news will be Pulsc:Net. 

PARTICIPM1TS 

Secretaries Shnhala and Glickmar., and Nancy Donley, Founder of STOP (Safe Tables Our 
'Priority) who lost her 6 year oJd son to foodbomc illness. 

In the audience will be representatives from the state and federal labs, conswner groups, and 
industry groups. 

Acknowledgements will be provided tomorrow morning. 

YOUR ROLE AND CONTRillUTION 

Reaffirm the longstanding commitment of the Administration to reinvent food satety 

Recognize the federal agency prntnership that is reinventing food safety 

~OBl 
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Highlight the use of partnerships, bettc:r science and cutting edge technology to create a safer 
food supply 

Announce FORCG, and Pulsenet 

Push the agencies to take their partner!;hip further 

Prior to event, photo with co-invento~ of Pulsenet, Drs. Bala Swaminathan~. and Susan Hunter 
(who uses a wheelchair) 

ATTACHMENT 
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DOMESTIC POLICY COl~CIL 

.MEMOR..~UM OF UNDERSTANDING 

AMONG 

'IEE UN11ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

. AND 

THE UNIT.ED STATES DEPARTME.NT OFHEALTII&'ID HUMAN SERVICES 

AND 

THE ENVIRONME?ITAL .PROTECTION AGENCY 

L JNTRODUC'110N 

A .. Parda 

Tbe parties to t.his agrammt are the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). the 
United States Department of Health and Human Strvices (HHS) and the Environ.mental 
Pfote(;tion .Agency (EPA). 

B. Backgraun.d 

141002: 006 

While the American food supply is among the safest in. the world, there are still millions of 
Americans stricken by illness t:'Y8f'i "ft41 caused by the food they consume, and some 9,000 a year 
- mostly the ¥tty yo·ung and elderly- die u a resuh~ The threats are numerous ar..d varied. 
ranging from Esdurrichia coli 0~5~7.:H7 in meat and applejuiC(\ to Salmonella in eggs and on 
vegetables, to C)dospaul on fi'uit, to Cryptospttidi'WTI in public drinking water rsupplies - a.11d 
most recently, to laepltitit A ·Iii.nu in fi'omn; sDced and sugared strawberries. 

In hi.c; January 2S. 1997 radio addteH, Presideat Clinton directed three Cabinet members - the 
Secretary of AgicultureJ the·~ ofa:HS. and the Administrator of the EPA -to id~; 
specific s-teps to improve the safety ot"die food supply. Their May. 1997, report to the President 
identified several.problem is.,ques and·ouilined a c.Omprchensive new initiative to address those 
problems, and improve tf'le aafet)· of the nation•s fGiod ~pply. 

One bsue addressed in the. report to the President was the coordination among federal. state and 
local asmes· in raponding ~., interstate outbreaks offoodbome illneases. 

Tlm.~ fedi:rw agencies are. dw'ged with mponding to ciutbrcab of foodbome illness (for the 
purpose of this MOlJ, foodbomc illness also includes waterborne illness): USDA, EPA. and the 
Food and.Drug Administration (FDA) and· the Centers for Disease Control and Pre\iention (CDC) 
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at HHS. Each of the.three fedonl ...,.;a hu a pgtenti.ily cri1i""1 role w1i ... an oi.tbfoak j? !)' 
~. CDC'a pOm.ry ~ il,to Ullisi state.and local health departments in 
investigating outbFCiib of iUDou • in iderttifyitc ·the cause ofthe outbreak. FDA, the Food 
Safet;y and Inspectien. Service (Ji'SIS) at USDA 1ncl EPA also have resp<>JlSIDility for detenniJling 
whether a product they resldD may be causing Dlness_ and for halting the spread of illness by 
taling regulatoiy .aion apiN' the ~a products, or wastes (other than animal manures) that 
have the potential to cont&DDnate the air, land, or waters used to produce the food product. The 
food product implicaaed in a fOOdbotDe outbreak determines which regulatory agency bu primary 
jurisdiction: FSIS regulate& meat,. poultry, and. egg produc:ia; FDA regulates all other foods 
including game meatS; bottled drinldns water and Shell egp; and BP A regulates water, drinking 
water &om public system&, pestic:idel and mlaaga organic and inorganic wastes used or 
disposed of on .,neultul'il land. While .eaGb agency bas clearly defined areas of responsibility, 
the successfW ~ of my outbfeab offoodbome illlless involves more than one 
agency. 

All·states, and many local ,governments, with widelyvaryins qpertise and r.csources, share 
responsibility with ihe federal agencies for ·response ·to such outbreaks an~ also, have a critical 
role. Identification.and inv.&tiptiona offoodborne i11na.s often begin at the ~mmunity or state 
lcvol. State& lhare with trus foclenl ~emmeat the legal responsibility for protec:rlng the health 
of their rcaidents. The majority offoodbome.outbrcaksoccur at the local or state level> 
however, many outbroab involve federal agency .jurisdiction. Illnesses cr<>ss state border~ and 
most foods or food iagredients. are. processed. or produce4 in another state or by international 
trading partnen. Federal involvement is also neeeasary when contaminated food from a common 
source has been diJtnlmted.to srocery stores, restaurantt, a1Mi homes in inore than one state. 

In many outbreaks of foodbomc illnesa, federal ll"lldea· work with state tind local health 
authorities in theit investigation and.in implementation .of control measures through consultation, 
diagnostic usistance, and by regulatory .aion against the products. In some instance~ on-site 
assiatance. is requeated by local and aate . .utbodties fi'om the CDC to establish the awse of an 
outbreak. and from_ otha·apnaes· to help find the source of the problem. For large or mu!Ustate 
outbreaks, federal qenciea.play a critical·coordinl:tion r.ole to ensure. consistency of approach and 
implementation of.needed c.ontrol measuce&. .. · 

Companies respomibte for a:ft"ected.products also have a critical role to play. Food companies are 
sometimes the first to _recO.gniU that their product is causi.n& illness. In addition. food product 
recalls are voluntaiy, although PDA may request a company to recall products. Federal and state 
agenci~ "811 bendh from industry•s expertise shout food products and their distnl>ution patterns. . . 

C. Recognitioa or Need 

Althoup sianificant coordination already occur& among the federal agencies; among federal, swe 
and local agmciea; amooa the :variou1 ~ asenc::ies; and between state and local agencica, better 
coordination .is needed tc meet,ncw and ·growing :threats to the nation's food supply. enhance the 
lei.·el ofpubli.c health protection, leverage qency resources and experience. and avoid duplieition 
of effort and move more quktiy since procfucu. catt be widely ·distributed. 
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Fwther, a critical element of an effective, rapid response to a foodbome illness outbrw is ready 
coIDinunication by ~ the involved putice. Ahhoup there are commwiieation systems in place. 
the systems n-.i' to be CKpudQd and eoordinitccl to aclJieve rapid· aehaoge of infonnation and 
data between key outbre8k:•ponse perionnel in each agency at the federal, state and local levels. 

11-.e repon to the President RJCOmmended the establishment of an intergovernmental group, to be 
known as the Foodbome Outbreak llesponse Coordinating Group, to improve the approach to 
interstate outbreab of foodbome illness and develop a· national coordinated outbreak response 
system. 

IL PURPOSE 

A This memorandum ofunderitandin@ f"Memarandwn") ~ong the parti~ i.s entered into in 
order to form the F.oodbomc Outbre¥ Response Coordinating Group ('?ORCG"). 

B. The purpose of the FOR.CG is defined by the following goal, miss.ion and objectives: 

1. It is the soal ofFORCGto .improve tqe. approach to interstate outbreaks of foodbome 
illness by fedecil, state and local ~ charged with responding ro such outbreaks. 

1. Toward ihii gOaJ. it is the mission ofFOR.CG to provide participation by federal, . 
ate 111d lo~ ~a.pnciel with ovtbreak response dutica in the development or a natiopQl 
compreht.Rsive '-Dd coordinated food· borne· illn~ outbreak response ~stem. -- . -----~~~. ~~~~~~~~ 

3. This mission will be accomplished by subscribing to the folloWing management 
objectiVel which will, in tum, guide FORCG: 

L FQRCG will review 111.d ewluAte cutbreak response at the federal agency level 
(amour; agmciel), including coopeiiti9n amons federal .ageo.Qes and between state 
ancl lOClll. apnaes and aftbctcd industries. FOR.CG will identify areas where 
efficiency can ,,. pined and make speciftc recommendations for improvement. 
FOllCG will Work.with federal. ~ and loca.l goveminems, the food ind!IStl'Y, 
nealth profeSiODils, and eooswner advocates to implement benefi~al ch~. 

b. The development of at.andard operat!!Jg procedures for the rlipid exchange of 
daia and iriformiWon associiied .with foodbome lllriCSS outbFeikS between involved 
ag~cs:and ror diuaniniition to iliC publiC. The ptoCedures will cover the 
cxchanae of dala and information usociated with an outbreak and will 
complement systems established for mccha.nse of information about day·to--day 
~of Coodbome ill.nus. 
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state and local food safety program /./ ~. .A :pn.tionwtde 
:.m . ,.rures. 

d. The f"..&ttblislunent ofwo. · ou. to develop re.;ommended rtX:edures for 
~ nsponsc ooordination at the state an oca.l Jevels. 

IU. OllCANJZATJON AND MEMBERSHIP 

A. Undi.::rTitle II, Section 204, 81.lbpart (a) oftheUDfianded Mandate Reform Mt. of 1995, Pub. 
L. 104-4) eJect,ad state of6cen,. ci tht:jr dmgii»ed representatives with authority to aCt on their 
behalf. may mt'd with federal officers to u:oha.oge views, information, or advice relating to the 
manag~t or hnpiemmtatio.i\ of'fedetal.proiJamS established· pursuant to public law that 
expllct\y or ii-.her\'11\~Y shale iatergo"tmmmtal re4pons1'bilities or administration. The parties 
therefore agree dw Ill nwnbcta ofFORCGwill be federal c1fi:icials or r.iate employees with the 
r.f.1qllis!te authority. 

B. FORCG will have tho fullowinu .nJCD'lbm: 
-. 

1. Two representa.tiveK n·om USDA The Under Ser.cetary for Food Safety and the 
A.~j~-atJjr fot FSlS, ot their~· 

2. Three -rep~tatives fto.m JilJS :. The Assistant Secretary for Health, the 
Co~onu of the FDA and the ·oire.ctot oi COC. or their designees. 

3. Twa> representatives :&om EPA The Assistant AdministrUor for the Offi.cu of 
Prevention,. Pe~icidl:a and ToxicSubstmces and the Assistant Administrator for 
Wa~er, or their· deiii&n~-

4. Or.e representative trom the A&wciari~ of Food and Drug Officials. 

5. One 1epr.:sentuive of National. Association of Ctty and County Health Officials. 

6. One reprnenta.tivc .&om the Association of Sr.ate and Territorial Publie Health 
Laboratory Disrectofs. 

1. One repre;;entative from the Council· of State and Tenirorial Epide.miolo~ts. 

8. One r~presentative front the National Association of State Departments of 
Agricukure. 

9. O!iC ~rtpt~mati.V6 from die ~Ilion of State Water Officials. 
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IV. RESPONSIBILITIES AND SCOPE 0.1' WORK 

A. FORCG will be~ by.the Under Secretary for Food- S.rety (USDA) and the Assistant 
Secretary for Healtll (HHS). His o.r her deiijiioo will &cilitate eadl meeting. 

B. One member will be designwid u the outbreak coordinator for each department or agency 
that has a role in an outbreak ?CfPODJO. HHS will de.Signate the Assistant Secretary for Health a..s 
the primary pcnon in cbatp ot coordination for HHS. USDA will designate the Under Secretary 
for Food Safely u ~primary penea in charge-of cOcirdinaticn for USDA EPA will designate 
the.Assistant Administneor ·fbr Wuer u. the PrimuY person in charge of coordination for EPA 
when drinking water is involved ud. the Allistant Administrator for the Office of Prevention, 
Pesticides. and-Toxic Substances wDI be the primary petSOn whoa Pestiddes and Toxic 
Su!Jstances are. involved. 

V.GENERALPROVISIONS 

A. FORCG will meet monthly. 

B. This Memorandum may be .modified ·with• 111pplemerual written agreements signed by the 
parties and can be tenninatod in writing, in whole or in part, by consensus of the parties. 

C; This Memorandum wW become effective on the date the :linal signature js affixed hereto. 

D. This Memorandum is entered into within the limits of the statutory authority of the panies to 
the Memorandum. 

SIGNATURES 

"° 6/ a 
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Food Safety Event - May 22. 1998, Roosevelt Rm. 

Name Title Organization 

Scott J. Becker Executive Director Ass. of state and Territorial Public 
Health Laboratory 

Cheryl Beversdorf Executive Vice- Ass. Of State and Territorial Health 
President Officials 

Walter E. Juzenas Public Health Policy American Public Health Ass. 
Analyst 

Jon Counts State Laboratory Washington Dept. Of Health 
Director 

David Maserang Chief, Bureau of Texas Dept. Of Health 
Laboratory 

Ralph Timperi State Laboratory Massachusetts Dept. Of Health 
Director 

Richard S. Draut Product Manager Dynamic Resources Inc. 

Robert S. Bolan Consultant to IDSA Infectious Diseases Society of 
Council America 

Richard W. Kirchhoff Nat'l Ass. Of State Dept. Of 
Agriculture 

Carol Tucker Foreman Coordinator Safe Food Coalition 

Robert Hahn Director of Legal Public Voice for Food and Health 
Affairs Policy 

Mc Nair Bishop VP Industry & Gov't American Frozen Food Institute 
Affairs 

Katherine A. Means Vice President Produce Marketing Association 

Alan R. Tank Chief Executive National Pork Producers Council 
Officer 

Sara Lilygren Senior VP for American Meat Institute 
Legislative & Public 
Affairs 

Patrick Shin Atagi Director of Gov't United Fresh Fruit & Veg. Ass. 
Affairs and Trade 
Policy 



Richard Lobb Communications National Broiler Council 
Director 

Richard E. Gutting, Jr. Executive VP National Fisheries Institute 

Stuart E. Richardson Chief of Food and California Dept. Of Health Services 
Jr. Drug Branch 

Caroline Smith Director of Food Ctr for Science in the Public Interest 
DeWaal Safety 

Linda Golodner President National Consumers League 

Gary Weber Regulatory Affairs National Cattleman Ass. 
Director 

Thomas L. Milne Director National Ass. Of City and County 
Health Officers 

Virginia Nall Scott Director of Food National Food Processors Ass. 
Safety Programs 

Thomas J. Billy USDA Aci~'1 

Catherine E. Woteki USDA UV\u~v- 2:>E....L.'\ 

I. Kaye Wachamuth USDA 
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