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Working It Out: 
Your Employment Rights 

As a Cancer Survivor 

Employment challenges and cancer survivors 

• 
How to avoid job discrimination 

• 
How employment discrimination laws 

protect cancer survivors . 

• 
Know your legal rights 

• 
Talk it out before you sue 

A publication of the 
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FOR CANCER .. ,SURVIVORSHIP 

Written by Barbara Hoffman,JD., General Counsel, NCCS 
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What Cancer Survivors 
Need to Know 

About Health Insurance 

Types of health insurance 

• 
The basics of Medicare 

• 
Insurance options for cancer survivors 

• 
What to do if your claim is denied 

u~~,~~ 

It.~,~\.~ 
NATIONAL g COALITION 

FOR CANCER lll\SURVIVORSHIP 



~ c c s 

~~~~~~~~~~--~ .. tW1~~' ... ''~'·'~·-•11111i~~=~ll-·.··~---.. L_~~~~~~~~~-
NATIONAL COALITION FOR CANCER SURVIVORSHIP 

RIBBON OF HOPE'" 

'Tix si!}111{irn11cc of t/ic n/i/Jo11 is co111/iclli111f 11s it lr.wcls tl.11011yl1011l t/Jc co1111l1)', 
it 111il/ rnll 11llrnlio11 lo tlx s11mi1Jorshi{1 1110Pc111rnl i11 t1 lny/i/y 1JJsili/c, /_10/ic-(1//cd 1pr1y" 

- [1.1/.:\lli:lll l•.lllNS Ct,\1(0:, NC:CS 1'1(1)11 >FNT 

"T/1c N11tio11,i/ Co11litio11 for Crnccr S11miPorsl11)> Ri/J/Jo11 of 1-/o{>c 111il/ slm1d os" 
lnsli11y Icy ill)' of i.Jo{>c lo rn11ccr s11nJJl.'ors." 

- J-:1.1.1-:c; S111v:11.1.. NC:l :s hi.< :ir1w1 I )11m :T< >1Z 

Hope is ~i11 illlponanL corncrsLunc 01· Lhc cancer sur\'ivorship 11Hwcmc111. The N;11io11;1I Co~ili1io11 for C111cer 

Survivorship (NCCS) th1·llugh its i11forlllaLio11 services. cc:>llllllLiniLy org~mizing. public <1W<Hcncss, ancl public 

policy panicip<Hiun h~is workecl l"Clr ovn icn yc<irs Iu prnrn1llc qu<ili1y ol lilc :rncl lLI incrcisc ihc rcasun L(1 hope 

arnong people ckignosecl w11h cancer ~mcl <1111011g lhcir kwecl u11es :incl ciregivcrs. 

The l~1bbon cir 1-1,1pe"'. a I raveling "w11rk-in-progrcss." is pan nl NC:CS' Cc/c/Jru1iu11 <'{ Stm'ivorsliip T/1111u~li 

lhc Arts P101ct1 whereby NCCS works w11h :ll"lists Lo produce events which i11spi1·e, build CL•rnnrnni1y. ~111cl raise 

JW<Heness lur Glllcer survi\'Orship The f.(ibbll!l was Cl"Clled 101· NCCS by _John Feight, DirCLll•l' or the 

Founda1ion ror l-1L1spiLal ;\n in ALL111Ll. NCCS lirsl introclucecl !his symbol or !he L"<ll1Cer Sllr\!ll'Urshtp lllO\'C­

mcnL:S hupc ~lllcl lilc k1rce :H ihe 1:i1·s1 N:Hion;1I Co11grcss u11 Crncer Survi\'urship in Washington DC in I 995. 

Congress :lllcnclct'S inclucling H:irolcl 1=rccrnan, iv1D, Chair ur the President's Crnccr Panel and clitTCLOr ol 

surgery at J-l:1rlcm Hospit:d ~rncl Rich;ml l<busncr, iv1D, clircu,)r ol· the Na1io1d Crncer lnsLiluLc were ~1mcrng 

the lirsL Lu sign the l{iblx1n ()1· H11pe'.s r:1ys Fi1·st L~1cly l-lilb1·y Roclk1m Cltnwn bl1l•s1ccl ihc p1·oject wi1h the 

sigrnng ;11 the \.Vlllle House where she rcrnembcrccl hn nwt hcr-in-l:iw wlw h<icl cliccl ol crnccr 

Whrn ~1sscrnblecl The Ribbon ol· l-il1pen1 1s cornpnsccl ol· clillcrclll lengths ol golcl ribbon arr:rngecl into ~1 

racli:rnt sun. Crnccr Surl'il'ors :rncl 1hei1· suppnncrs h:wc sig11ecl ihc Ribbon's rays as ~rn :1llirnw11on ul· the 

Ribbons message c)r hc1pe ;incl ihc gr11wing cornmu111ty ol· incl1v1clu,ds c11necrnccl wi1h crnccr issues. c,1111ponclll 

ribbons iuur I he llJLion l'or signing al spcci:il events reb1ecl Ill c;rncer survivorship. Sl•llle 1·iblx>11s h:we already 

Lr:1velcd ~1broacl, and h:ive been signed by crnecr survivors in Ji1x111, 13usni~l. i1·claml, 1=r;11icc. ~1ml Germany 

Pl:ms ;ire being lll<lcle ro1· SlllJllcr, wall-sizecl sunburst ki1s-l{ibbl•llS ol" 1-lopc"'-which will be :w:11Liblc LO 

intcres1ecl 11rg~rnizatiuns ancl ins1i1utiuns l11r panicip:itury events :rncl clispLiy. J=or more inlorn1~lli0t1, plcisc conL~lCL 

the N:itioml Coalition k1r Cancer Sur,1vorsh1p, 1010 Wayne f\vrnuc. S1h 1=1,1ur. Silver Spring. rvtirybncl 20910; 

Phone 301-650-8868. 
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Stretching a Ribbon of Hope Across America 

by Anita Baumann 

"There is no such thing as false 
hope.'' 

"I hope everything turns out fine." 
''\Veil, we can always hope." 
"Hope does not equate with denial. 

True hope is based in reality." 
As reflected in these statements 

overheard in con\'ersations, general 
sessions, and proudly displayed on 
buttons, hope was in the air at the First 
National Congress on Cancer 
Survivorship. Hope is a cornerstone of 
cancer survivorship, and it is an atti­
tude that NCCS fosters among our 
members and those \\'e sen·e. 

NCCS unveiled a vivid symbol of 
that important concept at the survivor­
ship Congress: Tiie Ribbon of Hope. The 
display-\\'hich is actually an arrange­
ment of ribbons shaped like a radiant 
sun-symbolizes hope and new life. 
Cancer survi\·ors and their supporters 
\\'ill affirm that message by signing the 
sunburst as it tours the nation. 

That process got off to a strong start 
at the NCCS Congress as participants 
lined up to sign throughout the event. 
First Lady Hillary Rod ham Clinton 
boosted the project with a signing at 
the \Vhite House attended by a delega­
tion from NCCS. In so doing, Mrs. 
Clinton became the first person outside 
the NCCS Congress to sign the Ribbon 
of Hope. 

The NCCS delegation included 
coalition President Betsy Clark, PhD; 
Deputy Executi\·e Director Susan L. 
Scherr; Catherine Logan, executive 
director of Peorle Li\"ing Through 
Cancer and an NCCS co-founder; \1ary 
P. LoYato, director of A Gathering of 
Cancer Support; and }c1ck Sheahan, 
director of the Grec1ter Washington 
Coalition for Crncer Sun·i,·orship. 

During their JO-minute meeting 
,,·ith ht'r, thl? dt'legatiL•n told \frs. 
Clinton ,1bout the NCCS Cc1ngress and 
the co,1litil•n's "·c,rk in the su1YiH1rship 
Ill (1\ ·em en t. 

"\lrs. C!intl•n \\'i1S \'t'n' sr.Kil•Us," 
s.1d Cbrk ,1{tcr the meding. "511L' tl1ld us 

1-t :\CCS 0!ct,,·c1rker, \\'inkr 199" 

1 THE v.'HITE HOL·M 

.;· .. · -.. ·~ . -.,.. -., ... 

J .. 

···.: .... . ·:_, 

·-· -·-· ...... . ... ''/. ~ 

Fir;t Lndy Hillmy Rod/11m1 Cli11to12 met ;cit/1 NCCS dclcgntion at the \Vlzift' House 
to sign the Ri/1/1011 of Hope. Here ;:lie in;pccts NCCS po;tcr, "To Care." \Vitlz her 

0-r): NCCS Prc;:.idc11t Bct~y Clink, O,·p11ty Director S11s1111 Scherr 1111d 
GIVCCS Presidc11t jack Slzcalwn. 

that the work we do is worth\\'hile and 
that she was personally glad that our 
group was there to help sun·ivors. She 

! mentioned that her mother-in-law had 
died of breast cancer and that she w1der­
stood the need for groups like ours." 

The "sunbeam" signed by the First 
Lady was later signed by Harold 
Freeman, MD, Chair of the President's 
Cancer Panel and director of surgery at 
Harlem Hospital; Richard Klausner, 
MD, director of the National Cancer 
Institute; the NCCS Board of Directors; 
and numerous Congress participants. 

The Ribbon of Hope is the brainchild 
of artist John Feight, director of the 
Foundation for Hospital Art in Atlanta. 
Feight, \\'ho cc1nductcd last yeor's 
"Paint-In" at the ninth onnual 
:\ssembly, cre,1tcd the disrl,1y cmsite ,1t 
the Congress. 

ThrL•ughou t 1996, Fci,sht ,,·ill ta kc 
the ribbon to hos}•itals awund the 
nation, gathering c.11icer sun·i,·, 1rs' c.i:;­
n,1tures ,1t }'aint-ins ,111d Pthcr Sf.'l'Ci,1l 

, events. In October, he will present it at 
NCCS' 10th anniversary celebration in 

i Albuquerque, N~L 
NCCS hopes to have the ribbon 

signed by people in every state, with 
the Congress ribbon representing the 
District of Columbia. A group in 
Canada has also expressed an interest 

' in signing the ribbon. 
After the Albuquerque meeting, the 

Ribbon of Hope will go on permanent 
display at a site to be determined. 

"It \\'ill stand as a lasting legacy of 
hope to cancer sun·i,·ors," says NCCS 
Executive Director Ellen StO\'illl. "It sig­
nifies that, even after the shock of a 
c<1ncer diagnosis, a new rich life may 
be possible." 

"The significance of the ribbon is 
c(irnpelling," s.1ys Clark. 'The ribbon, 
,1s it tra\·eb thniughout the l-c,untr~', 
,111cl PIKt' it is fully fprnwd, ,,·ill c.111 
natiL>n,1l attention to the surYin1rship 
111c1\'t'nie11t in ,1 highly ,·isible, hope­
fillcd ,,·,1v." 
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