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A manual for AIDS service providers 

1997 edition 

Why should you care? 
Imagine this scene: 
A client who has tested HIV positive comes to see 

you. Besides worrying about testing HIV positive, she 
also fears what will happen to her because she is not a 
US citizen. You may wonder whether her immigration 
status will change the kind of services she can get. She 
may ask: 

• Will I be deported? 

• Will I lose my immigration status? 

• Can I work or get public benefits to help me if I 
need them? 

• Will getting benefits make it hard to get another 
immigration status? 

• Ifl can't work or get benefits, is there anything I can 
do to get another immigration status that will help 
me? 

This manual is for anyone who works with HIV 
positive clients who may not be US citizens. This 
includes case managers, HIV test counselors, para­
legals, social workers, health care workers, nurses, 
doctors, interpreters, and discharge planners in hospi­
tals. We hope you will learn that many noncitizens with 
HIV, regardless of their status, may have some immigra­
tion options and may be able to work or get some 
benefits. 

You will not be an immigration law expert after 
reading this, but you should be able to help your clients 
think about their choices. Immigration law is compli­
cated, and Congress passed two laws in 1996 which will 

cause great suffering in all immigrant communities: the 
"welfare reform" bill and the "illegal immigration 
reform" bill. Nevertheless, with a little creative advocacy 
you may help your clients find a way to stay in the 
United States and get the assistance or work they need. 

The manual begins with some Basic Ruf.es and Ques­
tions your clients may ask. Learning the System at the end 
explains the vocabulary of immigration law. Part One 
will help you understand your client's immigration 
status. Part Two explains the choices your client faces 
if she or he wantS to g~t a different immigration status. 
Part Three describes how the new laws affect non­
citizens needing public assistance. Part Four will use 
some examples of possible clients to show how to use 
the first three parts. Boxes throughout the manual 
provide detail on specific issues. The table of contents 
lists where to find different topics in the manual. 

This manual is dedicated to the memory 
of Tomas Fabregas, AIDS activist and 
immigrant, who dedicated himself to 

challenging the exclusion and 
mistreatment of people with HIV. 
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