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REMARKS: 

RESPONSE: 

f^^^i^ i 
October 24, 1997 

with the Proposed Directive Banning 
Sualt Weapons. 

DoStd'Lr Kerrick 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs Staff Secretary 
Ext. 6-2702 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

SUBJECT: Impo r t a t i o n of Uzi and G a l i l Firearms 

The h i s t o r i c V i o l e n t Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994 banned 19 s p e c i f i c assault weapons, d u p l i c a t e s of those 
19 f i r e a r m s , and c e r t a i n other semiautomatic weapons possessing 
various m i l i t a r y - s t y l e f e a t u r e s . My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the 
Congress worked t o ban these deadly firearms because -- as the 
weapon of choice f o r gangs and drug dealers -- they were being 
recovered at numerous crime scenes and r e s u l t i n g i n c r i m i n a l s 
being b e t t e r armed than some of the Nation's law enforcement 
o f f i c e r s . Last year, i n p a r t as a r e s u l t of the ban on assault 
weapons, fewer p o l i c e o f f i c e r s were s l a i n i n the l i n e of duty 
than i n any year since 1960, and fewer law enforcement o f f i c e r s 
were k i l l e d by assault weapons. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the p r o h i b i t i o n s contained i n the 1994 ban 
on assault weapons, the 1968 Gun Control Act r e s t r i c t s the 
i m p o r t a t i o n of firearms unless they are determined t o be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s u i t a b l e f o r or r e a d i l y adaptable f o r s p o r t i n g 
purposes. To enforce t h i s law, the Department of the Treasury 
has developed a f a c t o r i n g system t o determine whether handguns 
meet t h i s s p o r t i n g purposes t e s t and are thus importable. 
The Department also has determined t h a t semiautomatic assault 
type r i f l e s do not meet the s p o r t i n g purposes t e s t and are 
not importable. 

I am now informed t h a t 2 of the 19 assault weapons t h a t were 
s p e c i f i c a l l y banned from i m p o r t a t i o n i n 1989, the G a l i l and 
the Uzi, have been redesigned i n order t o circumvent the ban. 
The G a l i l and Uzi, which are manufactured by I s r a e l M i l i t a r y 
Industrrxes, were banned because -- i n t h e i r m i l i t a r y c o n f i g u r a ­
t i o n s -- they were found t o have no l e g i t i m a t e s p o r t i n g purpose. 
I t i s now appropriate t o determine whether the redesigned 
weapons would have l e g i t i m a t e s p o r t i n g purposes i n t h i s country 
and are s u i t a b l e f o r continued i m p o r t a t i o n under the p r o v i s i o n s 
of the Gun Control Act of 1968. 



My A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has aggressively enforced a l l a p p l i c a b l e 
laws t o keep nonsporting firearms and other munitions posing 
a t h r e a t t o p u b l i c s a f e t y from e n t e r i n g the country. Therefore, 
I d i r e c t you t o : 

(1) Take the necessary steps t o reexamine and determine 
whether the s p o r t i n g purposes t e s t should be modified 
w i t h respect t o the i m p o r t a t i o n of the G a l i l , Uzi, and 
any other firearms t h a t have been s i m i l a r l y adapted or 
re-engineered since the 1989 ban on the i m p o r t a t i o n 
of semiautomatic assault r i f l e s or the 1994 ban on 
semiautomatic assault weapons; and 

(2) E f f e c t i v e immediately, suspend a c t i o n on pending and 
f u t u r e a p p l i c a t i o n s t o import these weapons u n t i l t h i s 
review i s complete. 

Nothing herein s h a l l be construed t o r e q u i r e a c t i o n s c o n t r a r y t o 
a p p l i c a b l e p r o v i s i o n s of law. 



Rosa, Frederick M. 

From: Rosa, Frederick M. 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 1997 5:28 PM 
To: @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
Cc: ©GLOBAL - Global Affairs; Lee, Malcolm R.; Countryman, Thomas M. 
Subject: Package 9707162: WH Referral on Import of Galil & Uzi Assault Weapons [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Folks: 

Global clears, with MESA & ECON concurrence, on the draft memorandum for Treasury directing: (1) review of the 
sporting purposes test used to screen firearm importation request; and (2) suspending action on pending and future 
import applications until the review is complete. 

I have one comment for the originators -- the memo as drafted does not discuss what happens after the review is 
complete; if there is a desire for some follow-on action (at the departmental and/or White House-level), that action should 
be specified. 

Regards, Fred 


