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Stem Cell

Discovery

Grows Into

A Debate

New Field ches Tests
On the Hill, in the Lab

By Ricx WEiss
Washington Post Staff Writer

It has been a year since researchers
announced they had discovered in human
embryos and fetuses a unique type of cell
with the potential to treat a host of ailments,
including diabetes, Parkinson's disease and
even ysis caused by spinal cord injury.

‘Now, in the final weeks of bargaining -

over a new federal budget, a divided Con-
gress is struggling to decide whether the
medical promise of these “human embryon-
ic stem cells” is great enough to justify the
use of taxpayer money to study them,
despite the fact that embryos and fetuses
must be destroyed to get them.

Congress has blocked federal funding of

" human embryo research for the past four

years, but the discovery of stem cells has

upped the ante in the embryo research -

debate. The research ban, which is attached
to the appropriations bill for the depart-
ments of Labor and Health and Human

Services, underwent several radical changes

while the Senate addressed the bill last
week, at various times containing prohibi-

tions far stronger or weaker than in previ--

ous years. On Monday, the House will begin
action on the issue.

For many lawmakers, it is largely a
question of whom they least wish to alien-
ate: highly motivated and perhaps overly
optimistic members of patient groups who

believe that stem cells may soon save their

lives or the lives of their loved ones, or
equally passionate antiabortion activists
who believe it is unethical to experiment on
embryonic and fetal tissues.

But for the many publicly funded scien-
tists who want to investigate the cells, the
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The guidelines would' preclude researchers P re- NE

mewngstemoel]sﬁ'omembryosdlrectly because that act -
" causes the destruction of live embryos. But researchers -

would be-allowed to study stem cells from embryos that |.

; someone else had destroyed or from aborted human
fetuses '
_,Many m Congrees see the guldehnes -as a good
mpromlse—-and 4s a-way to eliminate ‘4t least” one. -
oontroversxal element from .a bill that is already makmg
" waves with provisions ‘felating " to ‘abortion and birth
control. On Thursday, the Senate passed its version of the
HHS bill with no restrictions on stermcell research.
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- Growing:Cells From Scratch

envmon u.s-mg stem cells Sfrom embryo: or feiwe.r to mw hmnan com
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